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INTRODUCTORY   NOTE. 


Although  the  Swedes  were  not  the  original  discoverers  of  the  Delaware  Bay 
and  River,  they  were  the  first  colonists  who  made  a  permanent  settlement  on  its 
western  shore.  Henry  Hudson,  under  a  commission  from  the  Dutch  East  India 
Company,  having  failed  to  find  a  nearer  route  to  China  by  the  Northern  Seas, 
turned  his  course  southward  to  explore  the  coast  of  North  America.  In  the 
prosecution  of  this  objedl,  he  sailed  into  the  Delaware  Bay,  above  Cape  Henlo- 
pen,  on  the  28th  of  August,  1609,  but,  believing  the  navigation  to  be  dangerous 
on  account  of  sand-bars,  did  not  go  up  the  river.  In  the  following  month  he 
anchored  off  Manhattan  Island,  and  subsequently  ascended  the  river  which 
still  bears  his  name.  In  Odlober,  of  the  same  year,  he  retiumed  to  Holland  with 
a  report  and  chart  of  his  discoveries.  In  the  next  year,  1610,  some  merchants 
of  Amsterdam,  a<5ting  as  partners,  freighted  a  ship  and  sent  her  to  Manhattan  to 
trade  with  the  natives.  This  adventure  proving  profitable,  they  obtained  from 
the  States-General  exclusive  authority  for  four  years  to  trade  on  the  North  River 
and  its  vicinity.  In  1614,  the  Dutch  built  Fort  Amsterdam  on  the  southern  point 
of  Manhattan,  and,  at  a  later  period,  Fort  Orange  on  an  island  near  Albany. 
At  these  places  they  enjoyed  a  monopoly  of  trade  with  the  Indians  for  several 
years.  In  1621,  the  States  of  Holland  granted  a  charter  for  twenty-four  years  to 
the  West  India  Company,  with  exclusive  powers  and  privileges.  The  business 
of  the  company  was  commercial.  To  successfully  prosecute  it,  colonization  was 
necessary.  Hitherto  the  Dutch  had  only  established  trading-poFts  in  America ; 
but  from  this  time  efforts  were  made  to  settle  the  country,  both  on  the  Hudson 
and  the  Delaware,*  or  South  River,  as  it  was  then  called.  It  was  under  the 
auspices  of  this  Company  that  the  first  Dutch  colonists  landed  on  the  shores  of 
the  Delaware,  in  1623.  They  came  from  Holland  under  the  leadership  of  Cor- 
nelius May.  They  brought  with  them  merchandise  and  the  means  of  defense, 
and  sailed  up  the  river  as  far  as  Gloucester  Point,  New  Jersey,  about  four  miles 

*  So  called  in  honor  of  the  English  peer  of  that  name  who  entered  the  bay  one  year  after  its 
ditcovery  by  Hudson. 


n. 


INTR6tj«!7frrORY  NOTE. 


soiitli  from  Fhiladelphb,  Here  May  landed  and  bulU  Fort  Nassau.  This 
venttire  was  not  profilable.  De  Vrics,  U  is  conje<Sured,  came  over  from  Holland 
tn  the  spring  of  163 1,  with  a  ship  and  a  yacht,  laden  with  cattle,  grain,  seeds  and 
a^ cultural  implements.  Mh  people  settled  near  Cape  Henlopen,  on  Lewes 
Creek,  which  he  named  Hoorn-kiH,  probably  after  Hoom,  a  port  in  north  Hol- 
land, He  built  a  trading- houfie^  or  fort^  and  leaving  one  of  the  emigrants  in 
oommand  returned  home.  This  colony  was  destined  to  be  of  short  duration. 
Soon  after  iht:  departure  of  De  Vries,  a  i|uarTel  arose  between  the  Dutch  and  the 
Indians,  which  speedily  terminated  in  the  slaughter  of  all  the  former,  thirty'two 


in  niunben 


i 


De  Vries  came  over  again  in  1 633,  to  see  the  charred  remains  of  his  fort  on 
Lewes  Creek  and  the  bones  of  his  murdered  countrymen,  and  sailed  up  to  Fon 
Nassau,  only  lo  find  it  in  the  possession  of  the  natives,  its  former  occupants 
having  mostly  removed  over  to  Fort  Amsterdam.  Thus,  it  will  be  seen  that  from 
the  date  of  Hudson*s  discovery,  1609,  up  to  the  time  of  De  Vries'  second  visit, 
every  attempt  of  the  Dutch  to  plant  a  colony  on  the  Delaware  had  ended  in 
failure  and  disappointment.  Their  settlements  on  Manhattan  Island,  and  on  the 
North  Riircr,  in  the  meantime,  bad  been  more  prosperous,  and  continued  to  grow 
in  population  and  wealth  until  all  their  possessions  in  America,  called  New 
NellierUnds,  were  finally  surrendered  to  the  English,  under  the  treaty  between 
the  States-General  and  England,  of  the  gth  of  February,  1674, 

Gustavtts  Adolphus*  the  soldier-king  of  Sweden,  and  the  champion  of  the 
Protestant  cause  in  Europe,  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  had 
proje<i\ed  a  plan  of  sending  out  a  colony  to  America,  which  he  did  not  live  to 
cany  into  execution,  having  fallen  in  the  battle  of  LuUen,  in  1632,  in  the 
zenith  of  his  fame ;  but  his  distinguished  Chanccnor,  Oxcnsticm,  faithful  to  the 
memory  of  hb  king,  and  having  confidence  in  the  success  of  the  enterprise,  pre- 
vailed on  Queen  ChrtstiDa,  Ihe  daughter  of  Gustavus,  to  give  it  her  patronage. 
Peter  Minuit,  who  had  been  Governor  of  New  Amsterdam,  and  had  lately  (juar- 
rellcd  with  the  Dutch  Company  and  been  di&Eiiissed  from  his  office,  was 
seletfled  to  take  charge  of  the  expedition,  and  under  his  dire<5lion  two  vestels, 
the  **  Key  of  Calmar"  and  the  **  Griffin/*  were  equipped  for  the  service.  They 
were  stared  with  provisions,  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and  with  merchandise  for 
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tnde.  They  arrived  in  the  early  spring  of  1638,  and  sailed  up  the  Delaware. 
The  colonists  disembarked  at  "  The  Rocks/'  on  Minquas  Creek,  where  they  at 
once  ere<5led  a  fort,  naming  it,  in  honor  of  their  youthful  Queen,  Fort  Christina. 

By  the  public  records  at  Stockholm,  it  appears  that  in  1640,  several  companies 
of  emigrants  left  Sweden  for  the  new  colony.  One  ship,  called  the  Fredenburg, 
Uden  with  men,  cattle,  and  implements  of  husbandry,  was  licensed  by  the  Swed- 
ish anthorities  to  proceed  to  New  Sweden,  as  they  called  the  country  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Delaware.  Peter  Minuit,  the  first  Governor,  died  in  164 1,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Hollendare,  a  nadve  Swede  and  a  soldier  by  profession,  who  was 
Bocm  followed  by  John  Printz,  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  service  of  the  Queen. 
Governor  Printz  came  out  with  a  little  squadron  of  two  ships  of  war  and  a 
transport,  having  on  board  soldiers  and  a  large  number  of  emigrants,  and  arrived 
at  Christina  on  the  15th  of  February,  1643.  In  seeking  a  location  for  his  colony 
he  found  a  spot,  a  short  distance  above  where  Chester  now  stands,  called  by  the 
Indians,  Temuong,  since  known  as  Tinicum,  and,  still  later,  as  Tike  Lazaretto, 
In  his  commission  he  was  styled  Governor  of  New  Sweden.  His  instrudHons, 
dated  at  Stockholm,  August  15,  1642,  point  out,  in  detail,  his  official  duties. 
Among  other  things,  he  is  dire<5led : 

*Mst.  To  promote,  by  the  most  zealous  endeavors,  a  sincere  piety  towards 
Almighty  God,  in  all  respedh.  To  maintain  the  public  worship  according  to  the 
do<fhines  and  rites  of  the  National  Church.  To  support  a  proper  ecclesiastical 
discipline.  To  urge  instruiftion  and  virtuous  education  of  youth  and  children. 
To  administer  justice  according  to  Swedish  laws  in  decision  of  controversies,  and 
penalties  on  offenders — even  capital,  on  atrocious  malefa(5lors — ^but  not  without  a 
scrupulous  examination,  and  the  approbation  of  his  counsellors,  whom  he  was  to 
choose  amongst  the  wisest  and  best  men  in  the  colony.  To  preserve,  so  far  as 
pra^icable,  the  manners  and  customs  of  Sweden,  accommodating  them,  in  some 
cases,  to  existing  circumstances.  To  promote  diligently  all  profitable  branches 
of  industry."  Particular  attention  is  to  be  given  to  agriculture,  and  to  Uie  raising 
of  cattle  and  sheep.  He  is  also  to  create  a  traffic  for  peltry,  with  the  Indians, 
and  to  explore  the  country  for  valuable  kinds  of  woods  and  metals. 

"2d.  Relating  to  the  Dutch  and  English.  With  the  first  mentioned  he  was  to 
cultivate  a  friendly  intercourse,  but  positively  to  deny  their  pretended  right  to  any 
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part  of  the  Ijuid  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  purchflsed  by  the  Swedes  from  the 
Indians;  ♦  #  *  #  «  and  he  was  authorised,  if  all  frietidly  negotialjon 
proved  fruiUess,  to  repel  force  by  force/*  #**♦#**  Some  English  fami- 
lies, about  sixty  pefsons,  having  settled  in  the  preceding  year,  (1641)  on  Ferken't  j 
Creek,"  (now  Salem)  ^  *  ♦  ♦  *  **  he  may  receive  them  under  allegiance 
to  the  Swedish  Crown,  but  rather  by  gentle  means  endeavor  to  effcdl  their  de« 
part  lire,  as  more  expedient  for  the  interest  of  her  Majesty,  and  of  the  Company." 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Prinlz,  the  struggle  began  between  the  Dutch  and  the 
Swedes  for  the  coutrol  of  the  territory  on  the  west  shore  of  the  Delaware,  from 
the  Schuylkill  to  Cape  Henlopen,  the  former  claiming  by  right  of  discovery  and 
settlement,  the  latter  by  settlement  and  purchase  from  the  Indians.  The  Dutch 
also  bought  land  from  the  natives  and  erected  Fort  Cassimir»  at  the  place  w^here 
New  Castle  now  stands.  Prinu,  apprehcndve  of  trouble  ^m  this  foit»  and  per- 
haps to  solicit  aid  from  the  home  government,  returned  to  Sweden  in  1652,  or 
1653,  leaving  his  son-in-law  in  temjxirafy  command  of  the  colony.  Before  hb 
departuref  Printz  had  built  Fort  Clfsborg,  at  the  mouth  of  Salem  Creek,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Delaware,  but  this  was  abandoned^ after  the  ere^on  of  Foit  Catti- 
mtr.  on  the  pretence  that  it  was  untenable  on  account  of  the  mosquitoes,  and  was 
called,  in  ridicule^  Fort  Mosquito.  He  had  also  built  Fort  New  Gottenburg  at 
Tinicum, 

Printz  was  succeeded  by  Governor  Rising,  who  came  over  in  a  man-of-wir, 
with  a  military  engineer,  officers,  and  soldiers.  Rising  captured  Fort  Casmmir, 
the  garrison  being  unprepared  for  defense,  and  capitulating  on  favorable  terms. 

About  the  middle  of  August,  1655,  Governor  Peter  Stuyvesant,  with  a  squad- 
ron of  seven  ships  and  transports,  containing  six  or  seven  hundred  men,  sailed 
from  New  Amsterdam  and  arrived  in  the  Delaware,  on  the  30th.  On  the  jst  of 
September  he  recaptured  Fort  Cassimir,  and  on  the  14th  took  possession  of  Fort 
Christina,  without  opposition,  the  Swedes  being  pra<flically  defenseless  against 
the  superior  forces  of  the  Dutch.  All  the  other  possessions  of  the  Swedes,  on  the 
Delaware,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Dutch  at  this  time,  and  thenceforth  the 
Swedish  colony  existed  only  in  history. 

John  Paul  Jaquet  was  the  first  Dutch  Governor  on  the  Delnware.    The  country 
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was  divided  into  two  colonies;  one  of  these,  including  Christina,  and  extending 
from  Christina  to  Bambo-Hook,  was  called  the  "  Colony  of  the  Company,"  and 
the  other,  extending  north,  up  the  Delaware,  to  the  extent  of  the  settlement, 
was  called  "  The  Colony  of  the  City."  Lands  in  the  "  Colony  of  the  City,"  were 
OHiveyed  in  Amsterdam,  by  the  Burgomasters  and  Council;  deeds  for  land  in 
the  Company's  Colony  were  executed  by  directors  and  commissioners.  Jacob 
Alzich,  December  19,  1656,  was  appointed  Governor  of  the  City  Colony,  by  the 
Burgomasters  and  Council,  and  fixed  his  residence  at  New  Amstel.*  October 
28th,  1658,  William  Beekman  was  appointed  Governor  over  the  Company's 
Cok»y,  to  reside  at  Altona,  now  Wilmington.  He  administered  the  affairs  of  the 
Company,  regulated  the  trade,  levied  the  customs  payable  on  all  vessels  arriving 
at  New  Amstel,  and  superintended  the  Swedes. 

The  number  of  Swedish  families  in  the  colony  at  this  time  was  130,  as  ascer- 
tained by  an  official  return,  and  they  made  a  majority  of  the  whole  population. 
Allowing  six  persons  to  a  family,  there  were  probably  not  more  than  1200  Euro- 
peans on  the  Delaware  in  1659,  including  women  and  minors. 

At  first  there  was  an  attempt  made  to  drive  out  the  Swedes.  Governor  Stuy- 
yesant  ordered  them  to  remove,  notwithstanding  that  some  of  them  had  been  in 
the  country  for  more  than  twenty  years,  had  cleared  lands,  built  houses  and 
planted  orchards.  They  were  a  quiet,  peaceable  and  inoffensive  people.  The 
parent  government  had  declined  in  military  power  and  national  influence,  and  was 
DO  longer  able  to  aid  them  in  regaining  the  control  of  the  country.  They  refused 
to  go,  and  Governor  Beekman  not  having  any  inclination  to  enforce  Stuyvesant's 
order,  nothing  more  was  heard  of  it.  In  a  few  years  the  Dutch  and  Swedes,  by 
family  alliances,  formed  one  people.  The  language  of  the  Dutch  had  such  affin- 
ity to  the  SwediA,  that  their  children  soon  understood  the  religious  services  in 
the  Swedes'  Church  and  finally  joined  in  their  worship.  The  Dutch  had  no  regu- 
lar ministry  among  them.  The  Swedes,  on  the  contrary,  were  careful  to  maintain 
public  worship  as  regularly  as  their  isolated  situation  would  admit;  and  consti- 
tuting so  much  the  larger  portion  of  the  population,  especially  about  Christina,  the 
lising  generation  of  the  Dutch  lost  their  national  language  and  charadler  so 
entirely,  that,  in  1697,  Rudman,  who  had  just  arrived  from  Sweden,  as  a  mission- 

•Now  New  Castle. 
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ary,  says:  *'  We  Uve  scattered  among  the  English »  yet  our  language  is  preserved 
as  pure  as  anywhere  in  Sweden.' '  (/>rm*  Original  SetiUments  <m  ike  Delaware^ 
no.) 

On  August  27,  1664,  New  Amsterdam  was  Sttrrendcred  to  the  English,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  New  Netherlands  was  soon  subjected  to  the  same  authority. 
Colonel  Nicholls  assumed  the  adminbtratioo  of  the  territory  on  the  west  side  of 
the  DcJawaref  as  Governor,  under  the  Duke  of  York,  to  whom  it  had  been  grant- 
ed  by  Charles  II.  on  March  12,  1664.  The  Dutch,  in  August,  ]673t  recaptured 
all  the  New  Netherlands,  and  once  more  in  possession  of  their  old  domain  in 
America,  reestablished  the  government  under  their  own  officers.  But,  in  the 
following  year,  on  the  conclusion  of  the  war  between  England  and  the  States- 
General,  by  the  treaty  of  Westminister,  made  February  19,  1674,  the  country 
was  restored  to  the  English, 

On  the  4th  of  March,  t6So,  Charles  II.  granted  to  William  Penn  the  province 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  on  the  24th  of  August,  in  the  same  year^  the  Duke  of  York 
conveyed  to  Penn  the  **  territories  of  Pennsylvania,'*  or  **  the  three  lower  counties 
on  Delaware."  Sir  Edmund  Andross  was  the  last  Governor,  under  the  Duke 
of  York,  who  exercised  authority  over  Delaware,  his  administration  ending  on 
the  establishment  of  the  Proprietary  Govcmment.  Courts  had  been  c^ablished 
in  each  of  the  Counties,  and  the  Governor,  as  the  deputy  of  the  Duke,  issued 
patents  for  locating  lands,  and  executed  deeds. 

Penn  first  landed  at  New  Castle,  on  the  24th  of  October,  1682,  and  after 
formally  taking  possession  of  the  country,  proceeded  to  Upland,  now  Chester, 
and  on  the  4th  of  November  summoned  an  Assembly,  to  consist  of  an  equal 
number  of  members  for  the  province  and  the  three  lower  counties,  according  to 
the  16th  article  of  the  frame  of  government  which  had  been  made  before  his 
departure  from  England,  with  the  approval  of  the  authorities  there.  At  this 
Assembly  an  act  of  union  was  passed,  annexing  the  three  lower  counties,  at  their 
own  request,  to  the  province,  in  all  matters  of  legislation r  Also  an  acl  of  settle- 
ment, confirming  certain  laws  agreed  on  in  England,  with  some  alterations,  was 
passed  in  form.  The  Dutch,  Swedes,  and  other  foreigners  were  then  naturalized, 
and  the  Assembly  adjourned,  after  a  session  of  three  days.  The  Legislature  was 
cotnposed  of  a  Provincial  Coundl  and  Assembly,  called  the  General  Assembly, 
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the  members  of  which  were  eledled  by  the  freemen  of  the  Province  and  Territo- 
ries, three  for  each  county  for  the  Council,  and  nine  for  the  Assembly.  The 
ooomies  were  named  Philadelphia,  Bucks,  and  Chester;  New  Castle,  Kent,  and 
SosKx.  The  Governor  and  Provincial  Council  were  to  prepare  and  propose  to  the 
Gencnd  Assembly  all  bills  which  they  should  jointly  assent  to,  **  not  inconsistent 
with  the  powers  granted  by  the  King's  letters  patent  to  the  Proprietary  and  Gov- 
enior  aforesaid." 

Thus  was  instituted,  under  favorable  auspices,  the  government  of  Penn. 

In  1684,  Governor  Penn  was  compelled  to  return  to  England  to  look  after  his 
own  and  the  interests  of  his  infant  colony,  and  delegated  his  powers  for  two 
yean  to  a  commission,  of  which  Thomas  Lloyd  was  President.  This  commission 
was  afterwards  renewed  from  time  to  time,  as  Penn  did  not  revisit  the  Province 
uNil  die  autumn  of  1699.  In  the  meanwhile,  dissensions  took  place  between 
the  IVovince  and  the  Territories,  growing  out  of  the  jealousies  and  differences  of 
sendment  bctw.een  them,  which  finally  culminated  in  a  separation. 

The  principal  grievance  of  the  Repi'esentatives  of  Delaware,  as  appears  by 
dicir  protest,  dated  at  Philadelphia,  the  first  of  the  second  month,  1691,  seems 
to  hare  been  **  the  encroachments  made  upon  their  rights  and  privileges  by  the 
Province,  in  imposing  officers  upon  them,  without  their  consent  or  approbation." 
Later  still,  they  complained  of  the  burthens  imposed  upon  them  by  the  union 
with  the  Province,  in  that  their  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  government  was 
greatly  increased,  without  any  corresponding  benefit,  and  finally,  after  the  rising 
of  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  28th  of  0<5lober,  1 701,  the  Province  and  Ter- 
ritories never  again  joined  in  adb  of  legislation.  Penn  endeavored  to  reconcile 
the  opposing  bodies,  but  without  success,  and  at  last  consented  to  their  separation, 
gtring  to  each  its  own  government,  in  case  they  could  not  agree.  Penn  sailed 
for  England  again  at  the  close  of  the  year  1701,  having  constituted  Andrew 
Hamilton  his  deputy,  and  James  Logan,  secretary. 

Hamilton  died  in  December,  1702,  and  the  greater  part  of  his  administration 
bad  been  employed  in  endeavoring  to  effe<fl  a  union  between  the  Province  and 
the  Territories,  under  the  new  charter  of  privileges  granted  by  Penn  just  before 
he  \th  the  country,  and  under  which  a  way  was  opened  for  the  return  of  the 

I* 


Vin.  INTRODUCTORY  NOTE. 

Tenitories;  but  the  latter  still  complained  that  they  were  outnumbered  and  out- 
voted in  the  Assembly.  They  expressed  their  willingness  to  reunite  in  legislation 
with  the  Province,  under  the  new  charter,  dated  at  Philadelphia,  the  28th  of 
Odlober,  1 701,  as  they  understood  it:  "That  is  to  say :  If  the  Province  will  join 
with  us  in  representing  the  same  by  four  members  out  of  each  county,  so  that  our 
representatives  may  be  equal  in  number,  conform  to  the  second  article  of  the 
said  charter,  and  the  ancient  use  and  pradHce  of  this  government."  The  new 
charter  had  left  the  choice  of  union  or  separation  open  for  three  years,  and  this 
proposition  of  the  Territories  was  made  the  13th  of  April,  1704.  The  offer  was 
refused  by  the  Province. 

As  exhibiting  the  comparative  wealth  of  the  Territories  with  the  Province,  the 
sums  raised  by  a  tax  of  one  penny  in  the  pound,  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of 
William  and  Mary,  for  the  support  of  the  government,  show  no  great  disparity 
between  the  two.    The  amounts  paid  by  the  different  counties  were  as  follows : 

Philadelphia, £3H  ^^  '' 

New  Castle, , 143  15    o 

Sussex, loi  I     9 

Kent, 88  2  10 

Chester, 65  o    7 

Bucks, 48  4    I 

John  Evans,  on  the  death  of  Hamilton,  was  appointed  Deputy  Governor  by  the 
Proprietor,  with  the  Queen's  ro3ral  approbation,  and  arrived  in  the  Province,  in 
December,  1703.  Failing,  like  his  predecessor,  to  efft6i  a  reunion,  he,  in  the 
latter  part  of  1704,  met  the  Assembly  of  the  lower  counties,  at  New  Castle, 
which  was  the  first  to  a(5l  independently  of  the  Province,  and  thenceforward 
the  separation  was  complete.  The  first  law  recorded  under  his  administration 
was  "An  adl  about  seven  years  possession,"  and  was  "  enacfled  by  the  honorable 
John  Evans,  Esq.,  with  Her  Majesty's  Royal  approbation,  Lieutenant-Governor 
of  the  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  on  Delaware,  and  Province 
of  Pennsylvania,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  freemen  of  the  said 
Counties,  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same."  This 
was  in  1704.  And  in  this  style  the  legislation  of  the  Counties  was  condu(5led 
under  successive  Lieutenant-Governors,  until  John  Penn  was  appointed  "Gov- 
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rami  Commajidcrin-Chief  of  the  Counties/'  &c.,  in  1773,  The  last  a<5l  to 
wlikil  Kc  gave  bis  official  approval^  passed  Oiftober  2S,  1775.  was  a  supplement 
to  **Aa  aifl  for  the  more  cfTcifliial  ascertaining  and  ^xing  the  limits  of  the  several 
withh)  this  government,  and   for  remedying  some  inconveniences  that 

site  by  the  late  establishment  of  the  boundiiries  and  divisional  lines  be- 
twecfi  the  same  and  Maryland. 

The  Colonial  government  ended  with  the  Declaration  of  Independence  by  the 
Gotigrai  of  the  United  States,  on  the  fourth  of  July*  1776,  and  with  retnarkabte 
ivoaiplitade  a  Convention  was  called  and  a  State  government  organized  under  a 
CoDilteiofi  entitled  •*  The  Conatitution  or  System  of  Government,  agreed  to  and 
fCiolitd  upon  by  the  Representatives  in  full  Convention  of  the  Delaware  State, 
ionamif  styled  the  Government  of  the  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sui»' 
iek«  upon  Delaware,  the  said  Representatives  being  cho^n  by  the  Freemen  of  the 
aid  State  for  that  exprctt  purpose/*  This  instrument  bears  date  the  20th  of  Sep- 
teiiiber»  1776,  and  the  first  ele^flion  for  members  of  the  General  Assembly  was 
held  00  the  3 1  St  of  O<flobcr  following,  in  the  court-houses  in  the  several  coun> 
tiea.  The  first  scsaon  of  the  new  legislature  met  at  "  New  Ca£.tl e-on- Delaware/- 
O^bber  2S,  1 776. 

Hht  Council  of  Delaware,  the  minutes  of  whose  proceedings,  from  1776  to 
1791,  are  cootatned  in  the  following  pages,  was  a  port  of  the  legislative  l>ody  of 
Ui9  Sti^]S»  cofre^)Qnding  to  what  is  now  ^led  the  Senate.  It  was  organi2ed 
oftder  the  Comstitution  of  1776,  and  continued  in  existence  until  the  Constituticm 
of  1793  went  into  operation.  It  was  composed  of  nine  members,  three  from  each 
camnftf,  who  were  required  to  be  freeholders  and  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and 
wfK  dect«d  by  the  people  in  such  manner  that  one-third  of  the  Council  was 
tleded  every  year.  The  other  branch  was  csLllcd  the  House  of  A^aembly,  con- 
liiniog  arven  members  from  each  county,  elected  annually.  The  Legi«.lature 
wm  known  at  the  General  Assembly  of  Delaware.  A  President,  or  Chief  Magis- 
mic.  Wis  chosen  on  joint  ballot  by  both  houses,  and  in  case  of  hb  death,  inabil- 
ity, or  absence  from  the  Stole,  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  exercised  the  powers  of 
IH'uidLiit  until  a  new  appointment  by  the  General  Assembly. 

A  Privy  Council,  of  four  members,  was  chosen  by  ballot,  two  by  each  House, 
whoK  duti^  a^i^ies;  to  have  been  to  advise  with  the  President  in  rehuion  to 
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embodying  the   militia,  calling  special  meetings  of  the  General  Assembly,  ii 
making  appointments  to  certain  offices,  and  in  filling  vacancies  in  othen  until 
new  election. 


I 


Some  few  omiseions  will  be  observed  in  the  printed  pages,  j«rhich  cowld  not 
be  supplied  with  accuracy,  owing  to  the  accidental  mutilation  of  the  original 
manuscript  journal^  hut  enough  bas  been  preserved  intact  to  form  a  record  of  his- 
torical value.  ^ 

John  McKinly  was  the  first  President  chosen  for  the  pre»crit>ed  term  of  three 
years,  from  Febtmiry,  1777,  but  his  administration  was  cut  short  by  his  capture 
by  the  British,  at  Wilmington,  at  the  close  of  the  battle  of  Brandywinc^  on  the 
I  tth  of  September,  in  the  same  year.  On  March  30^  1778,  it  is  recorded,  that, 
"Whereas  his  Excellency  John  McKinly,  our  worthy  President,  taken  by  the 
enemy  in  September  last,  still  remains  a  pri:ioner,  with  little  prospe<ft  of  ejichsLnge 
shortly,  and  the  Speaker  of  Council,  who  o^  as  Vice-President,  requesting  to  be 
relieved  from  the  duties  of  that  ofiRce,"  etc.,  thereupon  the  two  houses,  on  the 
next  day,  by  joint  ballot,  elected  Ccesar  Rodney  for  the  full  term  of  three  yean. 
He  was  succeeded  by  John  Dickinson,  on  November  13,  1781,  who  oontiiiued  in 
office  until  his  election  as  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Governor  Dickinson,  aswe  learn  from  his  valedi<flory  to  the  legtstature, 
had  designed  before  this  to  remove  his  family  to  Wiljnington  and  moke  that  place 
his  permanent  residence.  Ttiis  purpose  was  afterwards  carried  out.  He  resided 
in  Wilmington  during  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  and  on  his  death  was  inteired  in 
the  burial  ground  attached  to  the  Friends'  Meeting  House,  at  the  comer  of  4th 
ftod  Washington  streets.  The  Vice-President  filled  the  office  until  February  1st, 
1783,  when  Nicholas  Vandyke  was  elected,  who  served  a  full  term,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Thomas  Collins,  on  whose  death,  Joshua  Clayton  was  elected,  and 
he  was  the  Uisl  President  or  Governor  under  the  Constitution  of  1776. 

Among  the  many  intfresting  suhje<fU  and  measures  brought  before  the  Council, 
not  the  least  important  were  the  joint  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  calling  of  a 
Convention  to  mtify  the  Constiturion  of  the  United  States,  which  were  adopted, 
November  lo,  1787.  An  election  for  Delegates  to  the  Convention  was  ordered 
for  Monday,  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  and  the  Convention  was  to  assemble  at 
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Dover,  on  the  Monday  following.  As  a  fact  of  history,  the  Convention  was  held, 
and  ratified  the  Constitution,  without  a  dissenting  voice,  on  the  yth  of  December, 
but  the  journals  of  the  Convention  have  been  lost,  and  we  have  no  further  record 
of  its  proceedings  than  that  the  ratification  was  duly  certified  to  Congress.  One 
of  the  joint  resolutions,  just  mentioned,  requests  the  particular  attention  of  the 
Convention  to  **  the  proposition  submitted  to  the  General  Assembly,  by  petition 
from  divers  of  the  freemen  resident  in  the  upper  part  of  this  State,  of  ceding  to 
the  United  States  a  distri(5l  within  the  State  for  the  seat  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  the  exclusive  legislation  of  Congress." 

On  October  25,  1788,  George  Read  and  Richard  Bassett  were  elected  to  rep- 
resent the  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  They  were  the  firrt  Senators 
firom  Delaware. 

If  the  limits  of  this  note  permitted  a  more  detailed  reference  to  the  many  mat- 
ters of  historical  interest  contained  in  the  **  Minutes,"  it  would  be  a  pleasing  task 
to  make  mention  of  some  incidents  conne<5led  with  the  progress  of  the  Revolution- 
ary War,  the  recruiting  of  troops,  furnishing  supplies,  etc.;  of  the  wise  and  judi- 
cious legislation  of  those  early  days,  and  of  the  reputation  and  ability  of  the  men 
who  served  in  our  state  and  national  governments.  It  will  be  observed  by  the 
most  casual  reader  that,  in  the  orderly  condu(5l  of  business,  in  the  careful  delibera- 
tion given  to  every  measure,  in  provident  care  for  a  most  uncertain  future,  in  the 
dignified  tone  and  scholarly  style  of  their  public  papers,  and  in  the  prompt  and 
efficient  discharge  of  ofBcial  duty,  the  legislators  of  1776-92,  will  bear  a  favorable 
comparison  with  any  of  later  times,  either  in  or  out  of  the  State. 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


NEW-CASTLE-ON-DELAWARE, 

Monday,  October  28th,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature for  the  Delaware  State,  it  appears,  by  the  returns  of  the 
Sheriffs  and  Inspectors  of  the  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent  and 
Sussex,  that  on  the  21st  day  of  October,  instant,  at  the  usual 
places  of  election  for  the  said  counties,  the  following  gentlemen 
were  chosen  members  thereof,  with  the  number  of  votes  annexed 
and  following  each  name,  to  wit : 

FOR  NEW  CASTLE   COUNTY. 

George  Read,  with  280  votes. 
Nicholas  Vandyke,  with  246  votes. 
Richard  Cantwell,  with  244  votes. 

FOR   KENT  COUNTY. 

Thomas  Collins,  with  645  votes. 
James  Sykes,  with  642  votes. 
Richard  Bassett,  with  639  votes. 


FOR  SUSSEX  COUNTY. 

ohn  Wiltbank,  with  542  votes. 

"illiam  Polk,  with  541  votes. 

Daniel  Dingee,  with  541  votes. 


Jol 
W 


And  the  names  being  called  over,  they  all  appeared  except 
Richard  Cantwell,  Esq. 

Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Tuesday,  P.  M.,  October  29th,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  who  proceeded  to 
the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  when  George  Read  was  unanimously 
chosen. 

The  Speaker,  in  the  Chair,  Mr.  Slator  Clay  was  appointed 
Clerk,  and  Robert  Booth,  Doorkeeper. 

Then  the  Speaker,  in  the  Chair,  and  afterwards  all  the  mem- 
bers, took  and  subscribed  the  oath  and  the  declaration  prescribed 
by  the  Constitution  or  system  of  government  formed  by  the  late 
Convention  for  this  State.* 

On  motion, 

Resolvedy  That  a  quorum  of  this  Council  shall  consist  of  five 
members,  including  the  Speaker. 

On  motion. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Bassett  and  Vandyke  be  a  committee 

*  The  oath,  and  the  declaration  of  faith,  here  and  subsequently  mentioned,  are 
recorded  and  signed  in  a  "  Book  of  Qualifications,''  as  follows: 

I  [A.  B.l  will  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  Delaware  State,  submit  to  its  Consti- 
tution and  Laws,  and  do  no  act,  wittingly,  whereby  the  freedom  thereof  may  be 
prejudiced. 

I  [A.  B.]  do  profess  faith  in  God  the  Father,  and  in  Jesus  Christ  his  only  Son, 
and  m  the  Holy  Ghost,  one  God,  blessed  for  evermore ;  and  I  do  acknowledge 
the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  to  be  given  by  Divine  In- 
spiration. 

GEO.  READ,  Speaker, 

NICH'S  VANDYKE. 

R'D  CANTWELL. 

THOS.  COLLINS. 

JAMES  SYKES. 

RICHARD  BASSETT. 

JOHN  WILTBANK. 

WM.  POLK. 

DAN.  DINGEE. 
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to  report  a  set  of  Rules  for  conducting  the  business  of  this 
CoundL 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  October  30th,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Slator  Clay  attended  and  took  and  subscribed  a  qualification 
for  the  feuthtul  execution  of  the  office  of  Clerk  of  this  Council, 
and  that  he  will  not  disclose  or  reveal  the  secrets  thereof* 

The  committee  apj)ointed  to  report  a  set  of  Rules  for  conduct- 
ing the  business  of  this  Council  brought  in  their  report,  which,  by 
oi9er,  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  follows  in  these  words,  to  wit: 

RULES  TO   BE  OBSERVED  BY   MEMBERS  OF  COUN- 
CIL  DURING  THE  SITTING  THEREOF. 

1.  That  all  members  of  Council  shall  appear  at  the  calling 
over  their  respective  names  at  every  adjournment. 

2.  That  no  member  of  Council  shall  be  allowed  to  speak  to 
any  one  matter  or  thing  above  three  times,  without  license  from 
the  Speaker  first  had  and  obtained,  and  that  no  member  pre- 
sume to  speak  in  the  House  sitting,  but  direct  his  discourse  to 
the  Speaker  standing. 

3.  That  no  member  of  Council  shall  presume  to  speak  or  in- 
terrupt any  other  member  whibt  he  is  speaking. 

*The  oath  here  mentioned  is  given  in  the  "  Book  of  Qualifications/'  as  follows : 

I,  Slator  Clay,  do  swear  that  I  will  faithfully,  according  to  the  best  of  my  abili- 
ties, perfonn  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Council  of  the  Delaware  State,  and  that  I 
will  not  disclose  or  reveal  the  secrets  thereof. 

SLATOR  CLAY. 
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4.  That  no  member  go  out  of  the  House  during  the  sitting 
thereof  and  continue  thereout  above  the  space  of  half  an  hour 
without  leave  first  had  and  obtained. 

5.  That  where  any  question  is  put  in  Council  that  may  cause 
a  debate,  the  names  of  the  members  who  are  for  the  affirmative, 
and  also  those  who  are  for  the  negative,  be  set  down  at  large  on 
the  minutes,  being  first  moved  for  by  one  or  more  of  the  mem- 
bers thereof. 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  letter  addressed  from  the  Hon- 
orable John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  Congress,  inclosing 
sundry  resolutions  respecting  the  augmentation  and  reenlistment 
of  the  Continental  army  during  the  war,  which  were  read  and 
laid  on  the  table  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

A  committee  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  were  admitted  and  delivered  the  following  verbal  message, 
to  wit : 

That  the  House  of  Assembly  requested  the  Council  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  their  House  on  the 
subject  matter  of  making  a  Great  Seal  for  this  State,  and  with- 
drew. 

The  Council,  taking  the  same  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Sykes  and  Vandyke  be  appointed  a 
committee  from  this  House  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  of  forming  a  device  and 
making  a  Great  Seal  for  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
inform  them  of  the  said  appointment. 
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Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly,  according  to  order,  and  informed  them 
of  the  same  appointment. 

The  Council  entered  upon  the  consideration  of  the  letter  from 
the  President  of  Congress  and  the  resolutions  inclosed  therewith, 
and  thereupon 

Resolved^  That  the  following  message  be  transcribed,  si^ed 
by  the  Speaker,  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  that  is  to 
say: 

Genilem^n: 

A  letter  from  the  Honorable  Mr.  Hancock,  as  President  of 
the  Congress,  inclosing  sundry  resolutions  of  that  body  respect- 
ing the  augmentation  and  reenlistment  of  the  Continental  army 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  being  laid  before  us,  we  think 
it  our  duty  to  give  you  this  immediate  mformation  thereof,  send- 
ing herewith  the  letter  and  its  inclosures,  and  as  this  business  is 
of  the  greatest  importance,  we  wish  that  it  might  be  proceeded 
upon  in  the  most  effectual  and  expeditious  way,  and  therefore 
propose  to  your  honorable  House  the  appointment  of  committees 
by  both  Houses  to  confer  upon  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  letter 
and  resolutions  of  Congress,  who  may  severally  report  upon  this 
business. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Collins  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  this  message  and  the  President's  letter  with  its  inclosures. 

A  committee  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  were 
admitted  and  delivered  the  following  verbal  message,  that  is  to 

"'"-  t 

That  Messrs.  McKean,  Cook  and  Robinson  were  appointed  a  I 

committee  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  confer  with  the  com- 
mittee of  Council  on  the  forming  a  device  and  making  a  Great 
Seal  for  this  State,  and  that  they  were  then  ready  to  attend  the 
conference. 


Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  October  31st,  1776. 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Collins  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of  As- 
sembly and  delivered  the  message  aforesaid,  with  the  President 
of  Congress's  letter  and  its  inclosures,  according  to  order. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  a  written  message  from  that  House, 
as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Gentlemen: 

"This  house  has  taken  into  consideration  your  message  relating 
''  to  the  enlistment  of  a  Battalion  in  this  State  to  continue  in  the 
"service  of  the  United  States  of  America  during  the  present 
*  *  war,  together  with  the  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Congress 
"and  its  inclosures,  and  thereupon  appointed  Messrs.  Robinson, 
**  Ridgely  and  McKean  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee 
"of  your  honorable  House  on  the  subject  matter  thereof,  at  such 
"time  and  place  as  your  House  shall  appoint.'* 

And  the  same  being  taken  into  consideration. 

Ordered y  That  Messrs.  Sykes,  Vandyke  and  Collins  be  a  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  the  committee  appointed  by  the  House  of 
Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  message  aforesaid,  to  meet 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  Anderson  this  afternoon. 

Orderedy  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  inform  them  of  this  appointment. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Friday,  November  ist,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Vandyke  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly,  according  to  order,  and  informed  them  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  committee  of  Council  as  aforesaid. 

Some  of  the  members  desiring  leave  to  attend  committees, 
adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  November  2d,  1776. 

Council  met. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  raising  of  a  Battalion  from 
thb  State  to  serve  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  of  America 
during  the  present  war,  upon  the  terms  mentioned  in  the  resolu- 
tions of  Congress,  made  their  report,  which,  by  order,  was  read 
the  first  time. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  of  that 
House  upon  the  report  of  their  committee  respecting  the  raising 
of  the  battalion  aforesaid  to  serve  during  the  present  war,  for  the 
approbation  and  concurrence  of  the  Council,  which,  by  order, 
was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion, 

Bv  special  order,  as  well  the  report  of  the  committee  of  Council 
as  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  aforesaid,  were  read 
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second  time»  and  after  some  debate  had  thereon,  the  further  c 
sideration  of  the  same  was  deferred  till  the  afternoon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of 
senibly  on  the  subject  matter  of  forming  a  device  and  making  a"! 
Great  Seal  for   this   State,  brought   in  their   report,   which,  by 
order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  application  of  Mr.  Collins  for  leave  of  absence  till  Monday 
afternoon,  the  same  was  granted. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met     Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Collins. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that 
House  upon  the  report  of  the  committees  of  conference  respect- 
ing the  forming  of  a  device  and  making  a  Great  Seal  for  this 
State,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion, 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
curred m,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

*' Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  one  member  from  each  House 
"be  appointed  to  procure,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  silver  seal  of 
**the  diameter  of  three  inches  and  of  a  circular  form,  and  that 
"there  be  engraven  *' Britannia"  on  the  right  side  thereof,  and 
"on  the  left,  opposite  to  her.  **  Liberty,"  (in  the  usual  shapes) 
"  with  a  label  proceeding  from  Britannia  to  Liberty  in  these 
"  words  :  *'  Go  to  America  ;**  and  that  there  be  engraven  on  the 
* '  top,  tlie  shape  of  a  book,  having  these  words  therein  :  '  *  The 
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"BUI  of  Rights  ;*'  and  at  the  bottom  another  book  having  these 
"words  therein:  "The  System  of  Government  ;'*  and  that  there 
"shall  be  an  inscription  round  the  same,  near  the  edge  or  ex- 
"tremity  thereof,  m  the  words  following,  in  capital  letters  : 
"THE  GREAT  SEAL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE/ 
"with  the  figures  1776. 

''Resolved,  That  Mr.  McKean  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
"House  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned." 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Sykes  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Council  for  the  carrying  the  resolution  aforesaid  into  execution. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly, 
with  the  concurrence  of  Council  to  their  resolution,  and  inform 
that  House  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Sykes  to  join  with  Mr. 
McKean  in  procuring  the  Great  Seal  for  this  State. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  raising  a  battalion  fi*om  this 
State  to  serve  during  the  war  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein  it  was  deferred  till  Monday 
next* 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  November  4th,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs.  Cant- 
well  and  Collins. 

Mr.  Vandyke  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly,  according  to  order,  and  informed  them  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Sykes  to  join  Mr.  McKean  in  procuring  a  Great 
Seal  for  this  State. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  raising  a  battalion  from  this 
State  to  serve  during  the  war  m  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  divers  amendments  being  proposed  and  agreed  to,  the  same 
were  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sykes  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  resolutions,  and  amendments  proposed  by  this  House, 
for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  November  5th,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Cantwell 
and  Mr.  Collins. 

Mr.  Sykes  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, according  to  order,  with  their  resolutions  respecting  the 
raising  a  battalion  from  this  State,  and  the  amendments  thereto 
proposed  by  this  House,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 
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A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Council  to  resolutions  respecting  the'raising  a  battalion  from  this 
State,  to  all  of  which  the  House  of  Assembly  agreed  except  those 
in  the  fourth  resolution,  to  which  that  House  proposed  further 
amendments,  and  the  same  being  taken  into  consideration  were 
acceded  to  by  the  Council. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Vandyke  was  ordered  to  wait  on  the  House 
of  Assembly  with  the  concurrence  of  Council  to  the  said  resolu- 
tions, which  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  I.  Resolved y  That  one  battalion  be  enlisted  from  this  State 
"to  serve  during  the  present  war,  agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of 
"Congress  of  the  i6tn  of  September  last. 

•*2.  That  a  member  be  appointed  by  each  House  to  repair 
"forthwith  to  the  camps  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey  and  in- 
'*  quire  into  the  condition  of  the  battalions  there  under  the  com- 
"mand  of  the  Cols.  Haslet  and  Patterson,  and  obtain  a  list  of 
"such  officers  in  Col.  Haslet's  Battalion  as  are  willing  to  continue 
"in  the  service  during  the  present  war  on  the  terms  proposed  by 
"Congress;  and  also  a  list  of  such  officers  in  Col.  Patterson's 
"Battalion  as  may  be  desirous  of  supplying  vacancies,  if  any 
"such  shall  be. 

"  3.  That  the  said  two  commissioners  be  instructed  to  consult 
"and  advise  with  General  Washington  respecting  the  promotion 
"and  appointment  of  officers  in  the  battalion  to  be  enlisted  as 
"aforesaid. 

"4.  That  the  said  commissioners  be  furnished  with  blank 
"commissions  from  Congress,  and  that  they,  having  the  appro- 
"bation  of  General  Washington,  may  fill  up  the  same  with  the 
"names  of  such  officers  as  choose  to  continue  in  the  service, 
"giving  preference  to  the  officers  in  Col.  Haslet's  Battalion  of 
"regulars,  deficiencies  to  be  made  up  out  of  the  list  of  officers 
"belonging  to  Col.  Patterson's  Battalion. 

"5.  That  the  commissioners  take  the  most  speedy  and  ef- 
"fectual  measures  to  procure  the  enlistment  of  such  non-com- 
"  missioned  officers  and  privates  in  the  two  battalions  aforesaid 
"as  may  be  willing  to  engage  in  the  service  during  the  war  on 
"the  terms  proposed  by  Congress. 
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**  6.  That  the  said  commissioners  make  particular  inquiry  into 
*  *  the  condition  of  the  clothing,  arms  and  blankets  of  the  soldiers 
''belonging  to  the  said  battalions,  and  report  the  same  to  the 
'*  General  Assembly  as  soon  as  possible. 

*  *  On  motion, 

**  Resolved,  That  Col.  Samuel  West  be  appointed  on  the  part 
**of  this  House  a  commissioner  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.** 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  lo  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  November  6th,  1776. 

Council  met. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  orders  and  resolu- 
tion following,  to  wit : 

* '  On  motion, 

**  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Lockwood,  and  Mr. 
'*  Bradley  be  a  committee  to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the 
'*  Military  Treasurers  of  the  several  Counties  in  this  State,  and 
''report  the  same  to  this  House. 

' '  On  motion, 

"  Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Thompson,  Lockwood,  and  Bradley 
"  be  a  committee  to  adjust  and  settle  the  pay  and  accounts  of  the 
"officers  appointed  in  the  said  Third  Battalion  proposed  to  have 
"  been  raised  in  this  State  by  the  late  Convention  tnereof 

^'Resolved,  That  the  accounts  of  the  signers  of  the  last  emis- 
**sion  of  paper  currency,  and  of  those  persons  who  attended  the' 
"press,  etc.,  be  referred  for  adjustment  to  the  above  mentioned 
"committee. 
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•*  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ridgely  wait  on  the  Council  with  a  copy 
**of  the  above  orders  and  resolution  and  propose  to  them  the  ap- 
'•pointment  of  a  committee  of  Council  to  join  with  the  committee 
'*or  tliis  House  in  the  business  aforesaid,  if  they  think  proper/* 

And  the  same  being  read  and  considered  were  concurred  in, 
and  thereupon  Messrs.  Sykes  and  Dingee  were  appointed  to  join 
the  committee  named  by  the  House  of  Assembly  in  the  settle- 
ments of  the  several  accounts  aforesaid,  and  that  they  report  the 
same  to  this  House. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  one  of  their 
members  to  repair  to  the  camps  in  New  \'ork  and  New  Jersey, 
agreeable  to  tne  resolutions  of  yesterday,  when  Lieut -Col  Col- 
lins was  unanimously  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wiltbank  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  ii  copy  of  the  appointment  of  Col  Collins  aforesaid,  and 
alsio  with  the  concurrence  of  Council  to  the  foregoing  resolution 
and  orders  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr,  Wiltbank  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  committee  from  the  House  of  Assemblvt  attending  at  the 
door*  were  admitted,  and  delivered  to  the  dhair  a  bill  entitled 

"An  act  to  render  certain  bills  of  credit  a  legal  tender  within 
ill '     ^  and  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  the  same  and 

^  of  credit/' 

Also,  a  "Bill  for  printing  and  emitting  fifteen  thousand  pounds 
on  bills  of  credit  of  this  State,  to  be  let  out  on  loan ;  and  for 
Miking  the  further  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  in  such  bills  for 
the  use  of  thb  State,  and  for  providing  a  fund  for  sinking  the 
mne." 

Which,  by  order,  were  read  the  first  time. 

A  committee  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door*  were  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
propositions,  to  wit: 
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**On  motion, 

^^  Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Porter,  Clarke  and  Hill  be  a  committee 
**  to  wait  on  the  Council  and  propose  to  them  the  appointment  of 
* '  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress,  by  joint  ballot  of  both 
** Houses,  as  prescribed  by  the  Constitution;  and  also  the  ap- 
**  pointment  of  a  Council  of  Safety  for  this  State,  to  act  during  the 
"recess  of  the  Legislature.'* 

And  the  same  being  taken  into  consideration,  the  Council  con- 
curred in  the  first  proposition,  as  to  the  appointment  of  delegates. 
As  to  the  appointment  of  a  Council  of  Safety, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  message  be  transcribed,  signed 
by  the  Speaker,  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  viz: 

Getitlefneti  .* 

The  propositions  delivered  to  us  by  your  committee  respecting 
the  appointment  of  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress  by  joint 
ballot,  and  ako  a  Council  of  Safety,  to  act  during  the  recess  of 
the  Legislature,  were  taken  immediately  under  our  consideration. 
As  to  the  first,  the  Council  have  concurred;  as  to  the  last,  to 
wit:  the  appointment  of  a  Council  of  Safety,  we  could  have 
wished  that  some  reason  had  been  assigned  in  the  proposition  to 
show  the  necessity  of  forming  such  a  power  upon  our  own  au- 
thority. We  can  conceive  a  case  that  may  justify  such  a  measure, 
to  wit:  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly  before  the 
appointment  of  a  President  and  Privy  Council  under  the  present 
Constitution.  If  this  should  be  the  intention  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  and  their  reason  for  proposing  the  appointment  of  a 
Council  of  Safety,  we  shall  think  it  our  duty  to  join  such  a 
provision  for  the  weal  of  the  State  in  the  recess  of  the  General 
Assembly;  therefore  we  wish  to  have  this  business  explained. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
this  message. 

Mr.  Polk  returned  and  made  report  that  he  had  delivered  the 
message  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  lo  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Thursday,  November  7th,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Cantwell. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  declaration  of  that 
House  of  their  intention  to  adjourn  before  the  appointment  of  a 
President  and  Privy  Council,  and  such  was  their  reason  for  pro- 
posing the  appointment  of  a  Council  of  Safety  in  the  recess  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

Whereupon  the  Council  concurred  and  agreed  that  the  election 
of  Delejjates  and  a  Council  of  Safety  be  had  to-morrow,  at  three 
o'clock  m  the  afternoon,  in  the  State  House. 

On  motion, 

Bv  order,  the  bill  '*to  render  certain  bills  of  credit  a  legal 
tender  within  this  State,  and  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  the 
same  and  other  bills  of  credit, ' ' 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  after  some  debate,  the  same 
was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  bill  and  inform  them  of  the  concurrence  of  the  Council 
thereto. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Cantwell. 

Mr.  Bassett  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of  As- 
sembly and  delivered  the  bill  given  him  in  charge  in  the  forenoon, 
with  tne  concurrence  of  Council  thereto,  according  to  order. 
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A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  was  admitted  and  informed  the  Council  that  the  House  of 
Assembly  is  now  ready  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  Delegates 
from  this  State  to  Congress,  and  also  a  Council  of  Safety,  agree- 
able to  the  proposition  concurred  in  by  both  Houses. 

The  Council  and  Assembly,  being  met  in  the  State  House, 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  Delegates  from  this  State  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  joint  ballot,  which 
being  taken  and  examined,  it  appeared  that 

George  Read,  Esquire, 
John  Dickinson,  Esquire, 
and  John  Evans,  Esquire, 

were  duly  elected.  And  the  ballots  being  taken  for  persons  to 
compose  a  Council  of  Safety  during  the  next  recess  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  and  the  same  being  examined,  it  appeared  that 
the  following  persons  were  duly  elected,  to  wit : 

Far  New  Castle  County — James  Latimer, 

John  McKinly, 
Abram  Robinson, 
John  Lea, 
Nicholas  Vandyke. 

Far  Kent  County — Caesar  Rodney. 
James  Sykes, 
Thomas  Collins, 
John  Baning, 
Richard  Bassett. 

For  Sussex  County — David  Hall. 
Jacob  Moore, 
John  Wiltbank, 
John  Rodney, 
James  Rencn. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock. 
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Friday,  November  8th,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion  and  order, 

The  bill  *  *  for  printing  and  emitting  fifteen  thousand  pounds  in 
bills  of  credit  of  this  State,  to  be  let  out  on  loan;  and  for  striking 
the  further  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  in  such  bills  for  the  use 
of  this  State,  and  for  providing  a  fund  for  sinking  the  same,'* 

Was  read  the  second  time,  and  divers  amendments  were  pro- 
posed and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantwell  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill  and  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  this 
Council  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Cantwell  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

The  resolution  for  raising  a  battalion  in  this  State  to  serve 
during  the  war,  and  appointment  of  commissioners  to  carry  the 
same  mto  execution,  being  transcribed,  were  ordered  to  be  signed 
by  the  Speaker  and  to  be  delivered  to  the  said  commissioners. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door 
with  a  verbal  message,  was  admitted  and  delivered  the  same, 
to  wit : 

That  the  House  of  Assembly  acceded  to  the  amendments 
proposed  by  this  Council  to  the  bill  *'for  printing  and  emitting 
;^ 1 5,000  in  bills  of  credit  of  this  State,  to  be  let  out  on  loan,  &c.,*' 
and  requests  this  Council  to  nominate  three  persons,  in  addition 
to  those  already  named  in  the  bill,  to  be  signers  of  the  said  bills 
of  credit. 

Acceded  to,  and  Mr.  Sykes,  Mr.  Wiltbank,  and  Mr.  Jones  are 
appointed  as  signers. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  inform  them  of  the  above  appointments. 

4 
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Mr.  Vandyke  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  committee  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  were  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair 

A  bill  "for  ascertaining  the  salaries  and  allowances  to  the 
officers  and  persons  herein  mentioned  employed  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  State,  and  for  the  providing  funds  for  the  payment 
thereof.'' 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion, 

Orderedy  That  a  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  the  Delegates 
to  the  Congress,  as  chosen  yesterday  in  the  General  Assembly, 
expressing  the  powers  they  are  to  be  invested  with,  be  drawn  up 
and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence;  whicn 
being  done  at  the  table  and  transcribed,  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

In  Council,  November  8th,  1776. 

Whereas  George  Read,  John  Dickinson,  and  John  Evans, 
Esquires,  have  been  chosen,  by  joint  ballot  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Assembly,  to  represent  the  Delaware  State  in  Continental  Con- 
gress, 

Resolved,  That  they,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby 
fully  authorized  and  empowered  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  State  to 
concert,  agree  to,  and  execute  any  measure  which  they,  or  he, 
together  with  a  majority  of  the  Continental  Congress  shall  judge 
necessary  for  the  defense,  security,  interest  and  welfare  of  this 
State  in  particular  and  America  m  general;  with  power  to  ad- 
journ to  such  times  and  places  as  shaU  appear  most  conducive  to 
the  public  safety  and  advantage. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  deliver  the  same  for  their  concurrence ;  who,  having  re- 
turned, reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same  according  to 
order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  10  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  November  9th,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  As- 
sembly to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  Military  Treasur- 
ers of  the  several  Counties  in  this  State,  and  to  settle  and  adjust 
the  pay  and  accounts  of  the  officers  appointed  in  the  battalion 
ordered  to  be  raised  by  the  late  Convention  in  September  last  in 
this  State  ;  likewise  the  accounts  of  the  signers  of  the  last  emis- 
sion of  paper  currency,  and  of  those  persons  who  attended  the 
press,  &c.,  brought  in  their  report. 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for 
consideration. 

The  Council  being  informed  that  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  repair  to  the  camps  were  ready  to  proceed  as  soon  as  the 
General  Assembly  should  direct. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dingee  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  a  verbal  message  containing  the  following  quceres,  to  wit : 

As  the  commissioners  appointed  to  go  to  the  camps  should  be 
furnished  with  some  of  the  printed  resolutions  of  Congress  relat- 
ing to  the  reenlistment  of  the  army,  and  the  blank  commissions 
transmitted  by  the  President  of  Congress  : 

Qucere.  If  the  House  of  Assembly  are  not  in  possession  of 
both? 

Quare,  If  the  commissioners  ought  not  to  have  a  sum  of 
money  voted  to  them  for  the  expenses  of  their  journey  ? 

Qucere,  If  any  one  person  is  appointed  by  the  House  of 
Assembly  to  collect  all  the  blankets,  linens  and  woolen  cloth, 
recommended  by  the  Council  of  Safety,  whose  proceedings  are 
before  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  to  carry  the  same  forward  to 
the  camps  and  there  distribute  to  such  as  may  want  at  first  cost  ? 


i^4«t  .««C«ttifr^  tsu^  ;^'^>«jC  «airfrrr  2£niec[aiDesi&  is-  :ait  rcpcaet  of 
V>  ^ivtf  «u<  %^»it  tie  kcrjrjrssiSk  ^JL  lie  MiflBStfy  TnsaBnessL.  &c-, 

At  V/  OX  Oa3»i  siodskt;^  aSioved  Sdt  t^  rsaospoRjcjoa.  &c.. 


A«  V/  ^:^.  F<yfUr.  (vrtT  ffr'^Tags  aM(3ded.  viodi  ^te  omitted 

A*  «//  /''/tm  0/w«,  401.  aidded. 

A#Mi  f>i^  %^rf><«!:  fv^rii^  tsiki&n  into  ooosadentaoo, 

OrfUrad,  l^iMt  Mr,  B;au»ttt  vait  cm  the  Hoase  of  Assemblj  with 
iIm'  UAUfWiftj/^  v^/al  m«Ma^e,  to  wit: 

"f  (m?  CjfitfuW  h^vinf^  considered  the  amendments  proposed  by 
ttfA  K^/uv:  //{  AMi#rmMy  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  ibr  Pub- 
J  J/,  h'^JfUnUt  to  wit: 

7  h#r  ikkinx  off  /^6  :  4  :  o  from  the  allowance  made  to  Colonel 
'n»/i«i,  (UAYtnn,  for  exf^enses  attending  the  delivery  of  part  of  the 
l/ilU  '/f  rr«;/lit,  lately  signed  by  him;  the  addition  of  406.  to  the 
ii\\tfWi$Ufj'  rriH/ic  to  Capt,  Alex.  Porter,  and  the  addition  of  the 
Hk#'  miw  Uf  Mr,  John  Oowes,  for  their  attending  the  printing  of 
fli<*  ttiiiut.  \t\\\n  of  credit;  as  to  the  two  last  amendments  the  Coun- 
t\\  wrrirdi?  tUtzrcU). 

Ah  Ut  ihi*.  Urni,  they  apprehend  the  committee  have  misstated 
til**  tK'f  vir^  for  which  that  allowance  was  made.  The  Council  are 
\uUtnutt\  tliiit  till*  f(rc;ater  part  of  the  charge  arises  from  the  car- 
rititir  itl  the  liillM  from  the  press  to  the  house  of  the  signer,  where 
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it  might  be  expected  they  ought  to  have  been  deli\'ered  by  the 
attendants  of  the  press,  who  undoubtedly  should  have  been 
aUowed  therefor.  The  remaining  part  of  tfie  charge  to  Dover, 
it  is  urged,  was  for  that  part  of  the  moneys  belonging  to  the 
office  in  Sussex.  For  these  reasons  the  Council  are  of  the 
opinion  such  a  charge  is  just,  and  submit  it  to  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  House. 

The  Council  propose  an  alteration  in  the  sum  allowed  for  com- 
missions on  the  ;^500,  in  the  first  part  of  the  report,  to  Brigadier 
McKinly,  this  sum  being  paid  under  an  order  drawn  by  him, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  New  Casde  County,  on 
Col.  Collins  in  &vor  of  Lieutenant  Kamford,  Col.  Collins  being 
allowed  commissions  thereon,  £;]  :  10,  the  sum  to  be  deducted. 

Mr.  Bassett  reported  that  he  waited  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  following, 
to  wit: 

•*On  motion,  by  order, 

**The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  devise  the  best 
"  method  of  supplying  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  with  ^t,  was 
"read  the  second  time,  and,  being  debated  and  amended,  was 
"agreed  to,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

*  *  That  they  are  of  opinion  the  most  certain  and  expeditious 
"method  of  procuring  a  speedy  supply  of  salt  would  be  to  au- 

*  •  thorize  and  empower  some  careful  and  prudent  persons  at  the 

*  *  Town  of  New  Castle  to  purchase  one  or  more  cargo  or  cargoes 

*  *  of  salt  from  on  board  vessels  bound  to  Philadelphia,  or  after 
••their  arrival  there,  at  the  lowest  prices  for  which  the  same  can 
••be  procured,  and  to  distribute,  to  the  quantities  they  shall  buy, 

*  *  from  time  to  time,  equally  between  the  several  Counties  of  this 
• '  State,  and  cause  the  proportion  for  each  County  to  be  delivered 

*  *  to  some  member  of  tne  Council  of  Safety  in  such  County,  who, 

*  *  with  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  other  members  of  the  said 
"Council,  residing  in  said  Counties  respectively,  shall  cause  the 

*  *  same  to  be  delivered  out  to  the  inhabitants  thereof  in  proportion 

*  *  to  their  several  wants. 
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*'  That  4,000  bushels  of  salt  are  now  wanted  to  supply  the  im- 
**  mediate  necessities  of  the  people,  and  that  the  commissioners 
**  appointed  to  buy  it  ought  to  be  supplied  with  ;^2,500  for  that 

*  *  purpose,  and  that  it  should  be  retailed  out  to  the  inhabitants 

*  *  at  so  small  an  advance  as  would  be  only  sufficient  to  reimburse 
**  the  State. 

*' Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Zachariah  V.  Lenvington  and  Joseph 
**Tatlow,  of  the  Town  of  New  Castle,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
*' appointed  commissioners  to  carry  the  foregoing  resolutions 

*  *  into  execution ;  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  borrow,  from 
* '  any  person  or  persons  who  will  lend  the  same  on  the  credit  of 
*'this  State,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  not  exceeding  ;^2,500, 
**to  be  repaid,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  in  three  months. 

*  ^Resolved,  That  certificates,  signed  by  the  said  commissioners, 

*  *  expressing  therein  the  sums  borrowed,  to  be  upon  the  above 

*  *  terms  and  for  the  above  purposes,  shall  be  sufficient  vouchers 
**  to  entitle  the  lenders  to  the  repayment  thereof  by  this  State. 

^^Resolvedy  That  the  said  commissioners  render  an  account  of 

*  *  their  proceedings  in  the  premises  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
**  this  State  at  the  next  session.** 

Read  and  concurred  in. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  following, 
to  wit : 

'* Resolved,  That  the  balance  of  public  money  remaining  in  the 
**  hands  of  Thos.  Collins,  Esq.,  Military  Treasurer  for  the  County 

*  *  of  Kent,  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Speaker  of  this  House, 

*  *  whose  receipt  shall  be  a  sufficient  discharge  to  the  said  Military 

*  *  Treasurer  for  the  same  ;  and  that  the  Speaker  be  accountable 
**for  the  disposal  thereof.'* 

For  the  consideration  and  concurrence  of  the  Council, 

Read  and  concurred  in. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  resolution  of  Council  expressing 
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the  appointment  and  powers  of  the  Delegates  to  Congress,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereto,  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  following  verbal  message,  to  wit : 

**That  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  has  delivered  several  of 
**  the  printed  resolutions  of  Congress  relating  to  the  reenlistment 
**of  the  army,  and  forty  blank  commissions,  received  from  the 
''President  of  the  Congress,  together  with  eight  copies  of  the 
**  Articles  of  War,  to  Col.  Samuel  West,  one  of  the  commission- 

*  *  ers  appointed  to  repair  to  the  army. 

*'  Thb  House  will  do  their  part  in  satisfying  the  commissioners 
•*  for  their  expenses  to  be  incurred  in  the  service  of  the  State. 

*  *  The  Assembly  have  taken  measures  for  securing  the  blank- 
•*ets,  linen  and  woolen  cloth,  purchased  in  consequence  of  the 

*  *  directions  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  and  hope  the  same  may  be 

*  *  sent  to  the  camps  some  time  next  week  ;  to  pay  for  which  they 
**  have  passed  the  resolution  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  concur- 
••rence.'' 

Ordered y  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  concurrence  of  Council  to  their  resolution  respecting  the  most 
certain  and  expeditious  method  of  procuring  a  speedy  supply  of 
salt;  and  also  their  resolution  respecting  the  payment  of  the 
balance  of  the  public  money  in  the  hands  of  Col.  Collins  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Bassett  returned  and  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  a  verbal  message  that  the  House  of 
Assembly  had  postponed  the  consideration  of  that  part  of  the 
report  made  by  the  Committee  of  Accounts  as  objected  to  by 
the  Council  in  their  message  till  the  next  sitting  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

To  which  the  Council  agreed. 

Ordered,  That  a  member  of  Council  wait  on  the  House  of  As- 
sembly and  inform  them  that  the  Council  concurred  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  report 
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A  verbel  message  being  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  desir- 
ing their  sentiments  as  to  the  settling  and  defraying  the  expenses 
of  the  present  session,  and  how  the  same  shall  be  done  ; 

In  answer  to  which,  it  is  proposed  that  the  whole  expenses 
should  be  severally  ascertained  and  defrayed  by  orders,  to  be 
drawn  by  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses,  on  the  several  Trustees 
of  the  Loan  Office  in  this  State. 

And  the  Council  concurred. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  expenses  of  their  ses- 
sion, and  thereupon 

Resolvedy  That  there  be  paid  to  the  members  of  Council : 
For  New  Castie  County,   lor  personal  expenses  by 

them  incurred,  to  wit :  3  members,  13  days,  .    .    .  £21  14  10 
To  the  members  of  Kent  County,  for  same,   ....      25  15  11 
To  the  members  of  Sussex  County,  for  same,    ...      27  14  10 
To  Slator  Clay,  Clerk  to  Council,  for  1 2  days'  attend- 
ance, @  7s.  6, 4  10    o 

To  Robert  Booth,  Doorkeeper,  for  12  days*  attend- 
ance, @  5s .        300 

£^^  15    7 


Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  concurrence;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Orders,  drawn  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  Assembly,  for  the 
amount  of  the  said  expenses  were  delivered  to  the  Chair. 

A  notice,  in  writing,  subscribed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Assem- 
bly, that  that  House  had  adjourned  to  Monday,  the  sixth  day  of 
January  next,  to  meet  at  the  State  House,  in  the  Town  of  New 
Castie,  was  delivered  to  the  Chair. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  to  the  6th  day  of  January  next. 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


NEW-CASTLE-ON-DELAWARE, 

Monday,  January  6th,  1777. 

Agreeable  to  adjournment,  the  Speaker  and  a  number  of  the 
members  met,  but  these  not  being  sufficient  to  enter  upon  busi- 
ness, the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Friday  fol- 
lowing. 


Friday,  January  10,  1777. 

Council  met.  Present — All  the  members  except  Messrs.  Ras- 
sett,  Collins,  and  Dingee. 

The  two  first  being  officers  in  the  Militia  of  this  State,  marched 
to  reinforce  General  Washington  in  New  Jersey,  their  absence  is 
excused. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  following, 
to  wit : 

*'  On  motion, 

''Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Cook,  Robinson  and  Horsey  be  a 
'  *  committee  to  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  officers  and 
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''privates  of  the  Second  Delaware  Battalion,  raised  for  the  Fly- 
* '  m^  Camp,  previous  to  their  being  passed  by  the  Commissary 
"of  Musters. 

''Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed,  and  that  Mr.  Ridgely 
* '  wait  on  the  Council  therewith  and  propose  to  them  the  appoint- 
'  *  ment  of  a  committee  of  their  House,  to  join  with  the  committee 
"aforesaid,  in  the  business  referred  to  them.** 

And  the  same  being  read,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  con- 
sideration. 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  letter  addressed  from  the  Hon- 
orable John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  Congress,  inclosing 
sundry  resolutions  of  the  nth,  27th,  30th  and  31st  of  December 
last,  which  were  read. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

Whereupon  Messrs.  Vandyke,  Cantwell  and  Sykes  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  for  that  purpose. 

The  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  repair  to  the 
camps  and  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  Battalions  under 
Cols.  Haslet  and  Patterson,  and  commission  a  sufficient  number 
of  officers  for  the  battalion  to  be  raised  in  this  State  to  serve  dur- 
ing the  war,  with  sundry  papers  as  vouchers  of  their  proceedings, 
bemg  presented  to  the  Chair,  by  order,  was  read  and  laid  on  me 
table  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  January  nth,  1777. 
Council  met 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly  delivered  at  the  Chair 
a  written  paper,  subscribed  with  the  name  of  Jacob  Bennett,  pur- 
porting an  account  of  his  being  taken  by  a  British  ship  of  war  to 
the  southward  of  Cape  Henlopen,  and  that  while  a  prisoner  five 
persons,  supposed  to  be  inhabitants  of  this  State,  came  in  a  boat,, 
with  some  live  stock,  on  board  said  ship,  one  of  which  persons 
passed  there  by  the  name  of  Daniel  Dingee ;  and  the  House 
oeing  informed  that  John  Trip  and  Levi  Potter  were  prisoners  at 
the  same  time  on  board  the  said  ship  ; 

Ordered^  That  the  Speaker  issue  notices,  by  way  of  summons, 
to  Jacob  Bennett  and  John  Trip  and  to  Levi  Potter  to  attend  here 
on  Monday  next,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to  give  evidence  of  their 
knowledge  of  the  persons  aforesaid  and  their  conduct  on  board 
the  said  ship. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  Honorable  Mr.  Hancock's  letter 
and  resolutions  of  Congress  were  referred,  prayed  further  time 
to  report  thereon,  and  granted. 

Mr.  Polk  desired  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days  to  visit  his 
brother,  dangerously  ill.     Granted. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


Monday,  January  13th,  1777. 

Council  met,  but  there  not  being  a  quorum  to  proceed  on  busi- 
ness, adjourned  till  to-morrow. 
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Tuesday,  January  14th,  1777. 

Council  met. 

The  Speaker  reported  from  the  chair  that  he  had  issued  no- 
tices requiring  the  attendance  of  Jacob  Bennett,  John  Trip  and 
Levi  Potter,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Saturday. 

It  appearing  to  the  House  that  Jacob  Bennett  and  John  Trip 
were  sick,  their  non-attendance  is  excused  till  their  recovery. 

Mr.  Dingee,  a  member  of  this  House,  not  having  attended 
during  the  sitting  thereof,  and  a  sufficient  reason  not  being  as- 
signed for  his  absence, 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  write  to  Mr.  Dingee  requiring  his 
attendance  in  this  House  forthwith,  and  that  a  messenger  be  sent 
with  such  letter. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  Honorable  Mr.  Hancock's  letter 
and  resolutions  of  Congress  were  referred,  brought  in  their  re- 
port, which,  by  order,  was  read  and  referred  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  January  15th,  1777. 

Council  met,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
yesterday  referred  to  this  day,  which  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Your  committee,  to  whom  the  Honorable  Mr.  Hancock's  letter 
and  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  nth,  27th,  30th  and  31st  of 
December  last  was  referred,  do  report,  that  they  have  taken  the 
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same  into  consideration  and  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  resolution 
of  the  nth  of  December  aforesaid,  recommending  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  day  of  solemn  fasting  and  humiliation,  is  highly  proper 
to  be  complied  with,  and  propose  Thursday,  the  27th  of  February 
next,  as  a  proper  day,  and  that  a  proclamation  issue  for  that  pur- 
pose, in  the  following  form,  to  wit  ; 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  just  war  into  which  the  United  States  of  America 
have  been  forced  by  Great  Britain  is  likely  to  be  still  continued  by 
the  same  violence  and  injustice  which  have  hitherto  animated  the 
enemies  of  American  freedom  ;  and  whereas  it  becomes  all  pub- 
lick  bodies,  as  well  as  private  persons,  to  reverence  the  Provi- 
dence of  God,  and  look  up  to  Him  as  the  Supreme  Disposer  of 
an  events  and  the  Arbiter  of  the  fate  of  Nations  ; 

Therefore  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State  do 
appoint  Thursday,  the  27th  of  February  next,  to  be  observed  by 
ail  ranks  of  people  within  the  same  as  a  day  of  solemn  fasting  and 
humiliation,  to  implore  of  Almighty  God  the  forgiveness  of  the 
many  sins  prevailmg  among  us,  and  to  beg  the  countenance, 
protection  and  assistance  of  His  Providence  in  the  prosecution 
of  this  just  and  necessary  war,  and  a  happy  and  speedy  conclu- 
sion of  the  same. 

And  it  is  recommended  to  Christians  of  all  denominations 
within  this  State  to  assemble  for  publick  worship  and  to  abstain 
from  servile  labor  and  recreation  on  said  day. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  General  Assembly, 

Given  at  New  Castle, of  January,  1777. 

Your  committee  are  also  of  opinion  that  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  27th  of  December,  recommending  the  march  of  the 
new  levies  of  this  State  for  the  Continental  army,  by  companies 
or  parts  of  companies,  be  also  complied  with  ;  and  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Delaware  Bat- 
talion to  issue  orders  to  the  respective  captains  thereof  to  march 
their  companies  to  Philadelphia,  to  receive  further  orders  from 
the  commanding  officer  there,  and,  if  not  yet  complete,  to  cause 
so  many  as  may  be  already  enlisted  immediately  to  repair  there, 
under  a  proper  officer  or  officers,  provided  the  number  shall 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
rouridl  met. 

Mr.  Vandyke  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
AH>»*rrnl>ly  and  delivered  the  resolutions  of  this  day,  with  the 
I'rrnidimt'H  letter,  according  to  order. 
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Mr.  Din^ee  appeared  in  the  House  and  assigned  the  indispo- 
ad<m  of  his  wile  as  an  excuse  for  his  non-attendance  hitherto, 
which  was  admitted. 

Mr.  Dingee  being  informed  of  the  contents  of  the  written 
paper,  subscribed  by  Jacob  Bennett  and  delivered  to  this  House 
on  Saturday  last,  wherein  mention  is  made  of  five  persons,  sup- 
posed to  be  inhabitants  of  this  State,  ^oing  on  board  a  British 
ship  of  war  with  live  stock,  one  of  which  persons  passed  there 
by  his  name,  requested  that  the  said  Jacob  Bennett,  and  all  other 
persons  who  had  anjy  knowledge  ot  that  transaction,  might  be 
summoned  before  this  House,  to  give  evidence  thereof,  at  some 
future  day,  and  that  in  the  meantime  his  attendance  in  Council 
be  dispensed  with,  as  he  did  not  choose  to  continue  his  seat  here 
while  under  such  a  suspicion. 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Dingee*s  attendance  in  Council  be  dis- 
pensed with  till  further  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  issue  other  summonses,  directed 
to  Jacob  Bennett,  John  Trip  and  Levi  Potter,  and  summonses  for 
Griffith  Minshall,  Jun.,  John  Marshall  and  Joseph  Poole,  requir- 
ing their  attendance  on  this  House  on  Friday  next,  at  ii  o'clock, 
to  give  evidence  of  their  knowledge  of  the  charge  against  Mr. 
Di^ee,  at  which  time  he  is  ordered  to  attend. 

The  House  taking  into  consideration  the  condition  of  the 
Militia  of  this  State,  and  it  appearing  that  there  had  been  for 
some  considerable  time  past  almost  a  total  neglect  of  the  attend- 
ance of  associators  on  muster  and  review  days,  and  a  general 
omission  to  levy  the  penalties  and  taxes  imposed  by  the  articles 
and  rules  made  for  the  better  governing  of  tne  Militia  by  the  late 
House  of  Assembly,  and  that  the  said  articles  and  rules  required 
some  attention  and  amendments  for  their  more  effectual  execu- 
tion, therefore, 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  more  effectual  establishing  a  Mihtia  in  this  State.  The 
members  chosen  are :  Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Sykes,  Mr.  Cantwell 
and  Mr.  Wiltbank. 

The  House  resuming  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  settle  and  adjust  the  ac- 
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counts  of  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  2d  Delaware  Battalion, 
raised  for  the  Flying  Camp,  previous  to  their  being  passed  by 
the  Commissary  of  Musters  ; 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Sykes  and  Vandyke  be  a  committee 
from  this  House,  to  join  with  the  committee  named  by  the  House 
of  Assembly  in  the  Business  aforesaid. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  January  i6th,  1777. 

Council  met. 

Mr.  Sykes,  one  of  the  persons  appointed  to  procure  a  Great 
Seal  for  this  State,  agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  this  House  of  the 
2d  of  November,  defivered  at  the  table  the  following  report  from 
that  committee,  to  wit : 

*  *  The  committee  appointed  to  get  a  skillful  engraver  to  make 
*  *  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State,  which  was  agreed  upon  by  both 
'*  Houses,  now  report  that  they  could  procure  no  person  capable 
**of  executing  the  work  to  undertake  it  at  this  time,  being  en- 
**  gaged  in  other  very  important  business  for  the  safety  of  their 
'  *  country.  That  upon  consulting  an  ingenious  gentleman  in  the 
**  art  of  heraldry,  they  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  the  Great  Seal 
'  *  agreed  upon  would  be  more  suitable  for  a  medal  than  the  seal 
"  of  a  State,  and  therefore  submit  the  same  to  the  consideration 
''of  both  Houses." 

The  House,  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  are  satisfied 
with  the  reasons  assigned  for  not  carrying  the  resolutions  afore- 
said into  execution,  and  resolved  that  the  said  committee  be 
discharged. 
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A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolutions 
of  that  House  for  concurrence  of  Council,  to  wit : 

'*  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Monday,  January  13th. 
'*  On  motion, 

•*  Resolved^  That  the  former  vote  respecting  a  Great  Seal  be 
rescinded. 

**On  motion, 

**  Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Cook,  Robinson  and  McKean  be  a 
**  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Council  on  the  subject 
**  matter  of  a  device  for  and  making  of  a  Great  Seal  for  this  State, 
"  and  also  to  fix  upon  a  seal  which  shall  be  held  and  deemed  to 
**  be  the  Great  Seal  pro  tempore  until  the  Great  Seal  to  be  agreed 
*•  upon  by  both  Houses  be  made." 

Which,  being  taken  into  consideration,  was  concurred  in. 

Resolved  therefore.  That  the  resolution  of  the  2d  of  November 
last  respecting  a  Great  Seal  be  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Cantwell  and  Wiltbank  be  a  committee 
from  this  House  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  Assembly  on 
the  subject  matter  of  forming  a  Great  Seal  and  fixing  a  seal  pro 
tempore. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  the  Assem- 
bly with  the  concurrence  and  appointment  aforesaid. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

The  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  repair  to  the  army  to  nominate  officers  for  the  battalion  to  be 
raisea  as  the  quota  of  this  State  to  serve  during  the  war,  being 
resumed. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three 
to  report  thereon.  The  members  chosen :  Mr.  Cantwell,  Mr. 
Sykes,  and  Mr.  Vandyke. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Friday,  January  17th,  1777. 


Council  met. 


The  witnesses  ordered  to  be  summoned  respecting  the  charg 
against  Mr,  Dingee,  a  member  of  tliis  House,  his  being  on  board 
a  British  ship  of  war  on  or  about  the  30th  of  December  last»  all 
attending  except  Levi  Potter,  who  was  out  of  the  State  and  not 
summoned, 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  given  to  the  Honorable  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  such  of  the  members  thereof  as 
are  in  town,  that  the  examination  of  the  witnesses  is  to  be  had^ 
forthwith t  that  they  may  be  present  if  they  think  tit  ■[ 

The  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  with  a  number  of  the  members 
of  that  House,  attending,  were  admitted  accordingly.     Mr  Din«s 
gee  also  attending  by  order.  H 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  qualifying  and  examining  Jacob 
Bennett,  John  Trip,  Griffith  Minshall,  Jun.»  John  Marshall,  and 
Joseph  Poole,  severally  and  apart^  respecting  their  knowledge  of 
Mn  Dingee*s  bein^  one  of  the  five  persons  who  had  come  on  1 
board  the  Pearl,  ship  of  war,  belonging  to  his  Britannic  Majesty, 
while  they  were  prisoners  there,  all  of  whom  having  deposed  that 
Mr.  Dingee  was  not  one  of  the  persons  aforesaid,  nor  had  been 
on  board  the  said  ship  of  war  during  the  time  they  were  prisoners,  | 
to  their  knowledge  or  belief,  i 

Thereupon  the  Council  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  I 
suspicion  of  Mr.  Dingee's  being  one  of  the  persons  w*ho  had 

come  on  board  the  British  ship  of  war  aforesaid  during  the  time  j 

the  witnesses  aforesaid  were  prisoners  is  groundless.  | 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dingee  take  his  seat  as  a  member  of  this 
House. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  1 
House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  a  device  for 
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nukmir  A  Great  Seal  fir  this  Siute.  und  a^  n^  nx  i^vm  ii  :»iiil  t^ 
be  med  marar  ihereof  fm^  trmo^a^.,  hrrafvia  m  iliesr  r^vm. 

Whidi  ivas  tcbo  and  naezred  shr  ransidcanakai. 
Adiknimed  vL  to-monxm  ninnui^.  7^  o*d<ick. 


Council 


A  member  from  the  HcKoae  of  AssMnhJv,  Attcndn^  «  the  d*w. 
admitted  and  delh-ered  to  the  Chair  iJixTTSs  rcsk^jMrk^mji  vtf  thAt 
House  ibr  coocarmice.  as  toDow!*;.  to  wh  : 

•  In  the  HoiTss  of  A^ssomi.w 
•Friday,  A.  M.,  Januan-  171^,  1777. 

'Resahed,  K.  C  Z>.,  That  Mr,  McKean  he  a  cainniitte<^  ^> 
**  employ  skflUbl  wcvi^men  to  make  a  sihrr  «^al  of  the  dUweirr 
"of  three  inches  and  of  a  cxrcnlar  K>rm,  ami  that  their  ly*  on- 
"graven  thereon  a  Sheaf  of  Wljeat  and  an  ear  of  Indian  Corn, 
**  and  an  Ox,  in  foil  stature,  in  a  shield  «ith  a  rix-er  divi^iinii  the 
**  wheat  sheaf  and  ear  of  Indian  ccvm  from  the  Ox,  which  is  n>  \>e 
*  *  cut  in  the  nether  part  of  the  shield  Wow  the  rix^r ;  that  the 
'*  supporters  be  an  American  Soldier,  under  am\s,  on  the  rijjht, 
•'and  an  Husbandman,  ^-ith  a  Hoe  in  his  hand,  on  the  let^,  and 
•'that  a  Ship  be  the  crest :  and  th,it  there  shall  Ix*  an  ins^^ription 
**  round  the  same,  near  the  edge  or  extremir\'  thertn^  in  the 
••words  following,  in  capital  letters:  •'THF/CRKAT  SKA  I. 
-OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE,*'  :ti^k  fkr  /ij;-9ifrs  /  — ; . 
'•  which  shall,  from  and  after  the  deli\-er\*  there\M*  to  tlie  IVesutent 
•'and  Commandei -in-Chief,  be  the  Great  Seal  ami  deemetl  the 
"Arms  of  this  State. 

"'Resok^d,  That  the  Seal  of  the  County  of  New  Castle  shall 
•*  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  the  GrtMt  Seal  of  this  State  pro  trm 
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'^ pore  until  the  above  described  Great  Seal  is  made  and  delivered 

*  *  to  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief,  and  no  longer.  *  * 

Which,  being  read,  were  concurred  in. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Sykes  be  appointed,  together  with  Mr. 
McKean,  for  procuring  a  new  Great  Seal  as  aforesaid. 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Thursday,  January  i6th,  1777. 

''Orderedy  That  Mr.  Ridgely  and  Mr.  Horsey  be  of  the  Com- 
* '  mittee  for  Publick  Accounts,  appointed  at  the  last  sitting  of  this 
'  *  House,  in  the  room  of  Messrs.  Lockwood  and  Bradley,  who 
**  are  absent;  and  that  the  accounts  of  the  Independent  Company 
**  and  the  Militia  of  this  State  be  referred  to  the  said  committee.'* 

Which,  being  read,  was  concurred  in. 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
*' Friday,  A.  M.,  January  17th,  1777. 

**On  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  ten  several  letters 
**from  the  Council  of  Safety,  the  President  of  the  Congress,  &c., 
''  &c.,  were  referred, 

'^Resolved,  i,  That  two  chains  of  fire-rafts  be  built  as  soon  as 
'  ^  possible  and  laid  up  in  Christiana,  or  some  other  convenient 
**  harbor,  from  whence  they  may  be  brought  to  act  against  the 
**  ships  of  the  enemy  in  case  they  should  attempt  to  come  up  the 
**  Delaware. 

*  *  2.     That  two  hundred  barrels  of  bread,   one  hundred  and 

*  *  forty  barrels  of  beef,  and  sixty  barrels  of  pork,  be  ordered*  to 
*'be  purchased  and  deposited  at  Dover  and  Wilmington,  or  in 

*  *  such  proper  places  as  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief 
**of  this  State  shall  direct,  for  the  use  of  the  Militia  and  Conti- 

*  *  nental  troops  that  may  be  called  into  action  within  the  same, 
'  *  or  that  may  have  occasion  therefor  on  their  march  elsewhere  ; 
**  and  that  one  ton  of  powder,  two  tons  of  lead,  and  five  hundred 

*  *  stand  of  arms,  be  procured  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  secured 
**in  the  safest  and  most  convenient  places,  by  the  President,  for 
*'  the  use  of  this  State. 
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"5.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  join  a  committee  of 
**tbe  Council,  to  state  an  account  of  expenditures  by  this  State 
•*for  and  in  behalf  of  the  Continent,  and  lay  the  same  before  the 

*  *  respective  Houses. 

"4.  That  Mr.  Speaker  be  directed  to  write  a  circular  letter 
**to  each  captain  in  the  Delaware  Battalion,  to  transmit  forthwith 
**to  the  General  Assembly  an  account  of  the  number  of  levies 

•  *  recruited  by  them  on  the  new  establishment. 

"5.  That  Mr.  Speaker  be  directed  to  write  a  letter  to  the 
**  President  of  the  Congress,  informing  him  that  the  persons 
"employed  in  Pennsylvania  under  the  Congress  to  buy  clothing 
"for  the  army  have  purchased  up  almost  all  the  articles  of  that 
'*kind  w^hich  were  to  be  had  in  this  State,  and  therefore  it  is 
**  h(^)ed  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  give  some  direction  for  the 
•*  speedy  clothing  of  the  Delaware  Battalion,  as  a  single  company 
"cf  them  will  not  be  able  to  march  without  new  domes." 

Which,  being  also  read,  were  concurred  in. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  their  several  resolutions  aforesaid  agreed  to  by  this  House. 

Resolved^  That  Messrs.  Sykes  and  Vandyke  be  a  committee 
fix>m  this  House  to  join  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
to  state  an  account  of  expenditures  by  this  State  for  and  in  behalf 
of  the  Continent 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  deliver  a  copy  of  this  resolution 
to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  to  Friday,  the  24th  instant. 
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Monday,  January  27th,  1777. 

Council  met.  Present  the  Speaker,  Messrs.  Vandyke,  Cant- 
well,  Sykes,  Wiltbank  and  Polk. 

From  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  on  Friday  last,  a  quorum 
of  members  not  attending,  all  business  was  postponed  to  this  day. 

The  Council  being  informed  that  Slator  Clay,  Clerk  of  this 
House,  is  sick,  his  non-attendance  is  excused. 

Mr.  Vandyke  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  with  the  sundry  resolutions  of  that  House,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  Council  on  the  i8th  instant,  and  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolution 
and  order,  to  wit : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  January  27th,  1777. 

**  The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  pro- 
**  posed  by  the  Council  to  the  amendments  made  by  this  House 
*'m  the  report  of  the  Committee  for  Publick  Accounts,  and, 

*  *  On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  same  be  recommitted  to  the  said  com- 
•*  mittee,  and  that  the  Council  be  requested  to  concur  therein. 

^'Ordered,  That  the  orders  of  this  House  for  arresting  Boas 
**Manlove  and  Thomas  Robinson,  Esquires,  of  the  County  of 
**  Sussex,  together  with  the  return  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms 
**  thereon,  and  the  letter  from  the  said  Thomas  Robinson  to 
**  James  Garriger,  Esq.,  be  laid  before  the  Council.** 

And  the  member  aforesaid  delivered,  at  the  same  time,  the 
said  orders  of  arrest,  with  their  returns,  together  with  Thomas 
Robinson's  letter,  which  were  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


-SE  :ifr,^^:»jg  :?ac3.  r'-~-  ,« 


AduHxneL  tjL  Tr-sucnm    zrr  x  2Q%2Sl  A  \. 


Cmm=£ : 


Owiu't',  r'  liif  sens  :nify  jcr  xl  wil  aomii 
Sr^TSJjL  mnnSgrs^  aconinttc  nr  mnmuaMS  aeomij:  jmkx^  «^^ 


(joaadu  mei 
On  JDfXyottL 

Ordered.  Thai  a  measei^rer  be  dx^uadied  m-hh  Ac  Vntrrsi  mix^itr 
by  tbc  Speaker  to  Col  Coffins  and  Capt.  Baswtl.  roemScrs  v\:"  tht^ 
House,  requinng  tbeir  attendancr  if  tber  may  caredstcnx  mhh  the 
aerrioe  tlinr  are  oov  id  in  titie  armv  imdier  Gefieral  \Vashin^\n. 

7 


50  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  a  letter  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress,  inclosing  certain  resolutions  of  Congress,  and 
the  following  resolution  formed  thereon,  to  wit : 

'*In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
'*  Tuesday,  A.  M.,  January  28th,  1777. 

**  Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  have  passed, 
'*at  their  first  meeting  this  session,  a  bill  entitled  *An  act  to 

*  *  render  certain  bills  of  credit  a  legal  tender  within  this  State, 
**and  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  the  same  and  other  bills  of 

*  *  credit ;'  And  whereas  Mr.  Speaker  yesterday  laid  a  letter 
**from  the  President  of  the  Honorable  tne  Congress  before  the 

*  *  House,  together  with  certain  resolutions  of  Congress  respecting 
**the  bills  of  credit  heretofore  emitted  by  that  honorable  body, 
**  which  are  recommended  to  the  several  Legislatures  of  the 

*  *  Thirteen  United  States  of  America  to  be  enforced  by  laws  ; 

'^Resolved,  That  Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Stout,  and  Mr.  Lea  be  a 
**  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Council  respecting 

*  *  the  contents  of  the  aforesaid  resolutions  of  Congress,  and  to 
**  report  certain  additional  clauses  to  the  above  mentioned  bill, 
**for  the  more  effectual  supporting  the  credit  of  the  Continental 

*  *  currency,  and  also  for  the  preventing  and  punishing  the  coun- 
**terfeiting  tickets  in  the  Publick  Lottery  set  on  foot  by  Con- 

*  *  gress  ;  and  that  the  Council  be  desired  to  appoint  a  committee 
"to  join  herein,  and  to  make  report  as  soon  as  possible." 

Which,  being  read,  were  referred  for  consideration. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
commissioners  ordered  to  repair  to  camp  was  referred,  now 
brought  in  their  report  thereon,  which  was  read. 

And  thereupon 

Resolved^  That  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  and  a  Major  be  appointed 
to  the  Battalion  now  raising  in  this  State  to  serve  dunng  the 
war,  as  the  same  was  not  done  by  the  commissioners  aforesaid  ; 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  House  of  Assembly  to  join 
with  the  Council  in  such  appointment,  and  that  the  same  be  done 
by  a  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses. 

Resolved^  That  a  representation  be  made  to  General  Washing- 
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ton  of  the  mistake  committed  with  respect  to  the  commission 
granted  to  Peter  Jaquet,  as  oldest  2d  Lieutenant  in  the  battalion 
afioresaid,  who  ou^ht  to  have  had  a  commission  and  rank  in  the 
said  battsdion  as  Fifth  ist  Lieutenant. 

Resolved f  That  Mr.  James  Tilton's  commission  as  Surgeon  to 
the  said  battalion,  with  his  letter  of  resignation,  be  transmitted  to 
General  Washington,  that  he  may  appomt  another  in  his  stead. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoine  resolutions,  with  the  report  of  the 
commissioners  aforesaid  and  the  several  papers  delivered  hy  them 
to  this  House,  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  con- 
aderation  and  concurrence. 

Resolved,  That  the  allowance  to  be  made  to  the  commissioners 
who  repaired  to  camp,  by  order  of  the  General  Assembly,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  for  Publick  Accounts,  to  wit :  Messrs. 
Sykes,  Dingee,  Thompson,  Ridgely  and  Horsey. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
thb  and  the  forgoing  resolutions  for  concurrence. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  resolutions  and 
papers  given  him  in  charge  this  day  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
according  to  order. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
of  both  Houses  to  report  additional  clauses  to  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  to  render  certain  bills  of  credit  a  legal  tender  within  this 
State,  and  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  the  same  and  other  bills 
of  credit,"  passed  at  their  first  meeting  this  session  agreeable  to 
certain  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  14th  instant, 

And  thereupon 
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Resolved,  That  the  mode  pointed  out  by  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly for  carrying^  the  resolutions  of  Congress  into  execution  would, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  be  irregular  and  productive  of  con- 
fusion. That  this  business,  as  also  all  other  acts  of  legislation, 
should  take  their  rise  in  the  one  House  or  the  other,  and,  when 
determined  upon,  referred  to  the  other  House  for  consideration 
and  concurrence.   • 

Ordered,  That  the  following  message,  drawn  up  at  the  table, 
be  transcribed,  signed  by  the  Speaker,  and  sent  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  that  is  to  say  : 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  have  taken  into  consideration  the  resolution  of 
your  House  of  yesterday  proposing  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee of  their  body,  to  jom  a  committee  named  by  you,  for  the 
framing  additional  clauses  to  a  bill,  passed  at  our  first  meeting  in 
this  session,  entitied  **An  act  to  render  certain  bills  of  credit  a 
legal  tender  within  this  State,  and  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting 
the  same  and  other  bills  of  credit,"  iii  consequence  of  certain 
resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  14th  instant,  and  though  we  wish 
to  do  everything  on  our  part  to  render  those  resolutions  more 
effectual  within  this  State,  we  apprehend  the  mode  pointed  out 
by  you  for  doing  so  by  a  joint  committee  would  be  irregular  and 
productive  of  confusion.  This  business,  as  also  all  other  acts 
of  legislation,  should  take  their  rise  in  the  one  House  or  the 
other,  and,  when  determined  upon,  be  referred  to  the  other  for 
consideration.  We  therefore  hope  you  will  reconsider  your  reso- 
lution so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  request  that  the  Council 
should  appoint  a  committee  to  join  the  committee  of  your  House 
in  the  first  stage  of  this  business. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wiltbank  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  this  message,  and  return  the  resolution  of  that  House,  witn 
the  President  of  Congress's  letter  and  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
referred  to  in  the  message,  and  also  the  concurrence  of  this 
House  to  the  recommitment  of  the  amendments  proposed  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  for  Publick  Accounts. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  January  30th,  1777.  j 


Coancil  met. 


Mr.  Wiltbank  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of  f.' 

Assembly  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday.  { 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  resolutions  of  this  House  of  the 
15th  instant,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to 

all  of  them  except  the  resolve  founded  on  the  resolution  of  Con-  \\ 

gress  of  the  27th  of  December,  recommending  the  marching  of  '} 

3ie  new  levies  of  this  State  by  companies,  and  parts  of  companies,  | 

which  is  suspended  until  an  answer  is  received  from  Congress  to  ] 

a  letter  wrote  to  them  respecting  the  clothing  of  the  battalion  of  :i 

this  State.  I 

On  motion,  by  order,  i 

The  bill  for  ascertaining  the  salaries  and  allowances  to  the  ; 

officers  and  persons  therein  mentioned  employed  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  State,  and  for  the  providing^  funds  for  payment 
thereof,  was  read  a  second  time  for  consideration  and  debate, 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  was  referred  till  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met. 

Mr.  Wiltbank,  being  indisposed,  has  leave  of  absence  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  ascertain- 
ing the  salaries,  &c.,  to  officers,  &c.,  and  divers  amendments 
bemg  proposed  and  agreed  to,  the  same  were  transcribed. 


54  >rrxuTEs  of  the  rj-jzy^nu,  of 

fjTdkred,  TK^it  Kr.  Syket  wait  oa  the  Kboae  of  Aaaexnblf 
with  tM.  ^aui  hill  ;»ui  die  ;%menr!mens  dierctn  proposed  by  dhe 
CrMX\t,i\  frjfr  their  cx^asadtr^acai  and  concnrrcnce. 

Adjr>umed  tin  crvmorrow  aionuxxg^,  lo  o'clock. 


Feidat,  ]2Bxacf  31^  1777- 

CooDCii  met. 

Mr,  Sykesi  reported  that  he  had  waited  00  the  Hocse  of  As- 
•emhly  aicry/rdni^  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

A  memher  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attpnding  at  the 
(UjtfT,  w»i  admitted  asxl  delivered  at  the  Chatr  a  bill  "to  puntsh 
"treaj^/iM  and  diaafftcted  persons,  and  ibr  the  security  of  the 
"G</vcmment" 

Which,  \py  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  February  ist,  1777. 

Council  met. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
wtifi  admitted  and  returned  the  bill  for  ascertaining  uie  salaries  to 
oflfircm,  &c.,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  this  Council,  to 
all  i)(  wliich  the  House  of  Assembly  agreed  except  the  3d  and  4th; 
and  drlivrrcd  a  bill  '*  of  free  and  general  pardon,  indemnity  and 
**  oblivion/' 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 
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A  member  fixmi  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  ''for  supporting 
"and  establishing  the  bills  of  credit  issued  by  Congress,  &c'* 

By  Older  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  lo  o'clock. 


Monday,  February  3d,  1777. 

Council  met 

Several  of  the  members  attending  on  committees,  adjourned 
till  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  February  4th,  1777. 
Council  met,  and,  on  motion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  be  of  the  Committee  for  Publick  Ac- 
counts, appointed  at  the  late  sitting  of  this  House,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Dingee,  who  is  absent. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


s6  icrrms  :ff  rsx  rrcsci: 


W^zvTSZJLT.  \.  JL.  F^inacj  5i  1777. 
Ccixncl  IKS- 

A  sxiEuiii^r  T'sox  ^3it  ^inag-  -sc  AssesxEtL^.  rirmnffim  ic  tiac  <looi^ 
-V3S  vfrnrrzed  tad  rgangf  :3i&  rsscuxcaar  cf  dte  OnxacS  of  dbc 
2gcL  Tjirnps  kt  tae  zqerriia^  ic  3e  aJicvaace  ik>  be  made  to  dbc 

A.cr:3r:iinxC}  vjtfi  tact  mi&nziPELoe  'jt  t&ie  K^ise  ct  AaBCBQCT  (lieiclo; 
aori  uo  rtssrzeri  die  diree  rcscincxas  lOt  zas  CirwmHi'  oif  the  said 
<fzT.  sbqccr&ed  oa  c&e  risprzt  oc  ±e  ^iHimirrre  a>  v&qb  die  pfo- 
aauSxsq^oc  ^s^  saad  axansBBcaas  -vere  rcKcretL  n>alot  vtadi 
cbe  HfMmt  of  AsKatbij  ^Mwrnf.  aaei  aBOead  thoeof  ptopoae 


"  Is  THE  HOCSE  OF  A 

*^Satcri>at.  a.  IL.  FdbnBnr  isL  1777. 

*'  Tbe  Home  resanted  the  oxBvientxxi  of  the  ig^jhukms  of 
"  OxxrudI  oc  die  neport  oc'  thecr  cocomotfiee  to  whom  the  repan 
"V/f  tiie  CTAnmiamrjcxri  ot^dtTod  to  repair  to  the  camp  was  re- 

'*  ferred,  atnd  tfaeretipott 

'"'Rewhed,  That  the  tvo  Hooks  appoint,  br  joint  baOot,  aD 
""  officers  nef:^sflary  to  sopphr  the  inarawirs  in  die  hatfaBcw  nov 
^'raiscn^  mtbisScate  to  serrednniig  the  war,  and  that  die  Coon- 
"cfl  be  requested  to  coocnr  bcTexn."' 

Whicfa,  being  read,  was  ordered  to  fie  far  coosaderatioo. 

Adjourned  txll  to-morrow  mormng. 
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ton  of  the  mistake  committed  with  respect  to  the  commission 
granted  to  Peter  Jatjuet,  as  oldest  2d  Lieutenant  in  the  battalion 
aforesaid,  who  ou^ht  to  have  hud  a  commission  and  rank  in  the 
iftid  battalion  as  Fifth  ist  Lieutenant. 

Retidved^  That  Mn  James  TiJ ton's  commission  as  Surg^eon  to 
the  said  battalion,  with  his  letter  of  resignation,  be  transmitted  to 
Geocral  Washington,  that  he  may  appoint  another  in  his  stead. 

Ordertdy  That  the  foregoing  resolutions,  with  the  report  of  the 
commtssioners  aforesaid  and  the  several  papers  delivered  by  them 
to  this  House*  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  con- 
sideration and  concurrence. 

Ref^ived,  That  the  allowance  to  be  made  to  the  commissioners 
who  rep;iired  to  camp,  by  order  of  the  General  Assembly,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  for  Publick  Accounts,  to  wit :  Messrs. 
Sykes,  Dingee^  Thompson,  Ridgely  and  Horsey. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
this  and  the  foregoing  resolutions  for  concurrence. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


^ouncil  met* 


Mr,  Polk  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  resolutions  and 
papefii  given  him  in  charge  this  day  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
icoordsng  to  order. 

The  Ftouse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  tlie 
House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
'  both  Houses  to  report  additional  clauses  to  the  bill  entitled 
I'An  act  to  render  certain  bills  of  credit  a  legal  tender  within  this 
*  ale,  and  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  the  same  and  other  bills 
of  credit,"  passed  at  their  first  meeting  this  session  agreeable  to 
certab  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  14th  instant. 

And  thereupon 
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*' County,),  he»  the  said  John  Jones,  giving  bond,  with  sufficient 
"sureties,  for  the  payment  of  that  sum  at  the  expiration  of  five 
"  years  froni  the  date  of  said  bond.  1 

**2.     That  for  the  further  encouraging  the  said  Col.  Jones  in] 
**  prosecuting  his  intentions  and  erecting  said  works  for  manu-J 
*'  facturing  the  useful  article  of  salt,  this  State  should  engage  tc 
•*  purchase  or  take  of  him  the  quantity  of  ten  tliousand  bushelsj 
*'of  salt,  at  the  rate  of  dy^  shillings  per  bushel,  annually  for  the 
**  space  or  term  of  Hv^  years,  in  consideration  of  which, 

*' Resolved,  3.     That  the  said  Cob  John  Jones  ought  to  engage^ 

'  and  bind  himself,  his  executors  and  adjninistrators,  to  deliver, 

'  for  the  use  of  this  State,  to  such   person  or  persons  as  the 

**  President  shall  appoint,  all  the  salt  that  by  him  shall  be  manu* 

'  factured  or  made  therein  (at  the  place  where  the  salt  works 

'  shiill  be  erected),  for  the  space  or  term  of  ^\^  years  aforesaid, 

'  at  the  rate  of  five  shillings  per  bushel,  so  that  the  quantity  in 

'  any  one  year  during  that  term  does  not  exceed  ten  thousand 

'  bushels  ;  and  that  he  sliould  be  bound  and  obliged  to  deliver, 

**  in  each  and  every  year  during  the  term  aforesaid,  at  the  manu* 

**  factory  aforesaid,  for  the  use  of  this  State,  the  quantity  of  three 

*  *  thousand  bushels  of  salt,  manufactured  therein  at  the  rate  albre- 

'  said.  H 

'*4.  That  upon  the  said  Col  John  Jones  complying  with  the 
"conditions  herein  before  expressed  to  be  by  him  entered  into 
'*and  performed,  that  he,  the  said  Col.  John  Jones,  his  executors, 
'  admmistrators  and  assigns,  ought  to  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
"*  making  salt  in  this  State  for  sale  for  and  during  the  last  four 
"years  of  the  term  aforesaid;  and  that  he  may  dispose  of  and  sell 

*  *  to  such  person  or  persons  as  he  pleases,  and  at  such  prices  as 
"  he  can  get,  all  the  overplus  salt  he  shall  make  after  furnishing 
* '  the  State  with  the  aforesaid  quantity  of  ten  thousand  bushels 
"annually  for  the  term  of  five  years  aforesaid.  ■ 

"5.  That  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  be  drawn  for" 
'  by  the  President  out  of  the  ten  thousand  pounds  granted  by 
'  the  present  General  Assembly  for  the  use  of  the  State,  under 
'  whose  direction  the  bond  aforesaid  from  the  said  John  Jones 
'  and  his  sureties  shall  be  taken,  with  the  further  condition  that 
*  the  same  shall  be  payable  at  the  end  of  any  one  year  during 
'  which  the  said  John  Jones  shall  fail  to  supply  tlie  aforesaid 
• '  quantity  of  three  thousand  bushels  of  salt 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  1777-  53 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  January  30th,  1777. 

Council  met. 

Mr.  Wiltbank  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  resolutions  of  this  House  of  the 
15th  instant,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to 
all  of  them  except  the  resolve  founded  on  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  27th  of  December,  recommending  the  marching  of 
the  new  levies  of  this  State  by  companies,  and  parts  of  companies, 
which  is  suspended  until  an  answer  is  received  from  Congress  to 
a  letter  wrote  to  them  respecting  the  clothing  of  the  battalion  of 
this  State. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  ascertaining  the  salaries  and  allowances  to  the 
officers  and  persons  therein  mentioned  employed  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  State,  and  for  the  providing^  funds  for  payment 
thereof,  was  read  a  second  time  for  consideration  and  debate, 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  was  referred  till  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met. 

Mr.  Wiltbank,  being  indisposed,  has  leave  of  absence  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  ascertain- 
ing the  salaries,  &c.,  to  officers,  &c.,  and  divers  amendments 
bemg  proposed  and  agreed  to,  the  same  were  transcribed. 
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^^ Resolved,  That  Messrs,  McKean,  Ridgely,  Cook»  White,  aiKl 
'  Laws  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Council  for 
'  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  mode  of  appointing  the  officers 
'  aforesaid,  and  that  the  Council  be  requested  to  concur  in  thes^ 
'  resolutions. ' '  ■ 

Which,  being  read,  were  deferred  till  to-morrow  morning* 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  lo  o* clock,  A,  M. 


Saturday,  February  8th,  1777. 


Council  met,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
more  effectual  establishing  a  Militia  in  this  State,  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  same  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  bill  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 


Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aibresaid 

On  motion, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  7th  of  Feb- 
ruary, referred  over  till  this  morning,  were  again 
concurred  in. 


4 


read  and  thea- 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sykes,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Cantttell,  Mr. 
Vandyke,  and  Mr.  Wiltbank  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  purpose  of  adjust- 
ing the  mode  of  appointing  the  Civil  Officers  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  witli 
their  resolutions  aforesaid  agreed  to  by  this  House.  ^1 

Who»  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

Adjoumed  to  Monday  next. 
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Monday.  P.  M.,  February  loth,  1777. 

Cooncfl  met. 

A  member  fixmi  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  ddi\-ered  to  the  Chair' the  foUowmg  resolution 
and  order  of  that  House,  to  wit : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
*•  Monday,  A.  M.,  February  loth,  1777. 

'  *  The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  for  the 
*•  purpose  of  adjusting  the  mode  of  appointing  the  Civil  Officers 

•  *  of  this  State  brought  in  their  report,  which,  by  order,  was  read 
••the  first  time. 

'  •  On  motion,  by  special  (Mxler, 

••The  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and  thereupon, 

*•  Resolved^  That  the  same  report  be  recommitted  to  the  W- 
••lowing  committee,  to  wit:  Messrs.  Moore,  Thompson,  Jones, 

•  •  Lea,  and  Robinson,  who  are  hereby  appointed  to  confer  with  a 
••committee  of  Council  thereon." 

••  Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

"^Orderedy  That  the  proceedings  of  this  forenoon  on  the  re- 

•  •  port  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of 
'•Council  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  mode  of  appointing 
••the  Civil  Officers  of  this  State,  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the 
•'Council  for  concurrence,  and  that  Mr.  Hill  deliver  the  same." 

Which,  being  read,  was  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  be  added  to  the  former  committee  of 
Council  appointed  for  this  business,  and  that  Mr.  Wiltbank  wait 
on  the  House  of  Assembly  with  their  resolution  aforesaid  and  the 
concurrence  of  Council  thereto  and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Polk. 

Mr.  Wiltbank  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  and  dehvered  the  resolution  aforesaid  according  to 
order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  February  nth,  1777. 

Council  met,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  5th  instant,  founded  upon  a 
petition  of  Col.  John  Jones,  of  Sussex  County,  for  a  loan  of  a 
sum  of  money  to  enable  him  to  erect  salt  works  in  this  State,  and 
an  exclusive  right  to  make  salt  for  sale  on  certain  conditions  for 
five  years,  and  divers  amendments  being  proposed  and  agreed  to 
the  same  were  transcribed. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  resolutions  and  amendments  for  their  consideration  and 
concurrence. 

Mr.  Vandyke  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  report  and 
order  thereon,  to  wit : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Monday,  P.  M.,  February  loth,  1777. 

**The  Committee  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Delaware,  ap- 
'*  pointed  for  the  purpose  of  settling  and  adjusting  the  accounts 
**of  the  Officers  and  Privates  of  the  Second  Delaware  Battalion, 
**  raised  for  the  Flying  Camp,  previous  to  their  being  passed  by 
'*  the  Commissary  of  Musters,  do  report  that  they  find  : 

The  amount  of  Colonel  Samuel  Patterson's  ac- 
count, for  pay  and  subsistence  since  the  time 
aforesaid,  to  be J[^     47  12    o 

The  amount  of  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Hodgson's 

account,  for  do.  same  time,  to  be 3^  13     2 

The  amount  of  Major  Henry  Niell's  account  is  .  32  16    o 

The  amount  of  the  Rev'd  Samuel  Eakin,  Chap- 
lain's account,  is 32  16    o 

The  amount  of  James  Lukes,  Adjutant's  acc't,  is  24  17    3 

Carried  oveTy £  176  14    5 
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Brought  aver, £  176  14    5 

The  amount  of  John  Watson,  Quartermaster's 

account,  is 16  18     6 

The  amount  of  James  Tate,  Surgeon's  account  is         31   1 1     o 

The  amount  of  Eldward  Duff's  account,  Sur- 
geon's mate,  is 16  14    4 

The  amount  of  William  Millan,  Paymaster's  ac- 
count, is 24  17     3 

The  amount  of  Capt.  Thos.  Kean's  account  of 
pay  and  subsistence  of  his  company  officers 
and  privates  for  the  time  aforesaid  is   ...    .        338  18  10 

The  amount  of  Capt.  James  Dunn's  account  of 

same  is 302     6     5>^ 

The  amount  of  Capt.  William  Moody's  account 

of  same  is 339  16     2 

The  amount  of  Capt.  Manlove's  account  of  same 

^,is  .    .     . 395  15     7 

The  amount  of  Capt.  Jos.  Caldwell's  account  of 

same  is 339    611 

The  amount  of  Capt.  John  Woodgate's  account 

of  same  is 314    o    2 

The  amount  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Mitchell's  ac- 
count of  same  is 179    6     2^ 

*;^2485     6     8 

**  Your  committee  do  further  report  that  the  several  accounts 

*  *  of  particulars  of  the  above  mentioned  separate  sums,  amount- 

*  •  ing  in  the  whole  to  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-five 

*  *  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight  pence,  are  herewith  returned  for 

*  *  the  examination  and  correction  of  the  General  Assembly.  The 
**  account  of  Capt.  Thomas  Skillington's  company  has  not  yet 
**  come  before  your  committee." 

*  *  The  foregoing  report  being  read  the  second  time  and  consid- 

*  *  ered,  pa.ssed  the  House. 

"'Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  Coun- 

*  •  cil  for  their  concurrence,  and  that  Mr.  Stout  deliver  the  same, 

*  •  together  with  the  accounts  therein  referred  to. ' ' 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  considera- 
tion. 

*  So  in  the  manuscript. 
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A  raember  from  ihe  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door  J 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  report  of  the  joint] 
committee  of  both  Houses  for  adjusting  the  mode  of  appointing^l 
the  Civil  Officers  of  this  State,  and  a  resolution  of  the  House  oft 
Assembly  respecting  the  choice  of  t\fc'o  Delegates  to  represent] 
this  State  in  Congress  for  concurrence  of  the  Council. 

Which,  by  order,  were  read,  and  some  amendments  being  pro*! 
poeed  and  agreed  to,  the  same  were  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  report  and  resolution,  and  the  amendments  thereto 
proposed  by  the  Council  for  thetr  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Vandyke  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  erf 
Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

Adjourned  till  3  o* clock,  P.  M. 


EODEM  DiE»  P.  M.,  February  nth. 

Council  met,  and  took  into  consideration  the  third  and  fourth 
amendments  proposed  by  them  to  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 
bill  ** for  ascertaining  the  salaries,  &c,,  to  officers,  &c,,"  and  do 
recede  from  the  same,  and  do  agree  that  the  said  bill,  as  it  now 
stands,  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Folk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 

the  bill  and  resolution  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  tlae  resolutions  respecting 
the  loan  of  one  thousand  pounds,  &c.,  to  CoL  John  Jones  to  enable 
him  to  erect  salt  works  m  this  State,  with  the  amendments  pro- 
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this  House,  to  all  of  which  the  House  of  Assembly 
I  ejccept  the  6th  ;  and  also  returned  tlie  report  of  the  joiiit 
cooimittce  for  adjusting  the  mode  of  appointing  the  Civil  Officers 
of  this  State,  ike,  and  resolution  respecting  the  choice  of  two 
with  the  amendments  proposed  by  this  House,   to 
the  House  of  Assembly  also  agreed  except  the  2d. 

On  motion, 

Res^ved,  That  the  said  second  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Coancil  be  receded  from. 

Which  report  and  resolution,  as  amended  and  now  agreed  to, 
(is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

**The  committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  of  a 
'cr   '  with  a  committee  of  the  Council  for  the  purpose  of 

*  a^  '  he  mode  of  appointing  the  Civil  Officers  of  this  State 
•'met  Uie  said  committee  of  Council  and  agreed  upon  the  follow- 
*' bag  report,  to  wit : 

"That  the  members  of  both  Houses  should  meet  this  afternoon 
'io  the  Stale  House,  when  each  member  may  propose  a  person 

*  for  President,  and,  when  all  are  nominated,  that  their  names  be 

*  taken  down  in  writing  and  left  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  and 
'consideration  of  the  members  of  both  Houses,     The  said  com- 

*  miltees  further  agreed  that  the  election  for  President  should  be 

*  held  at  the  same  place  in  the  afternoon  of  the  morrow,  when 

*  the  persons  nominatetl  for  President  shall  be  balloted  for  by 
'f^Titing  his  or  their  names  on  several  pieces  of  paper»  and  the 

*  person  who  has  the  greatest  number  of  voices  (provided  he  has 
'•  majority  of  the  votes  of  members  present)  shall  be  President: 
*w»d  m  case  it  should  happen  that  no  person  nominated  should 

*  have  a  majority  of  votes  of  the  members  present,  then  and  in 
*cuch  case  the  two  highest  in  vote  shall  be  balloted  for  again.^ 

*  Byt  if  it  should  so  happen  that  tw  o  or  more  persons  next  to 
•the  highest  should  be  equal  in  vote,  then  the  said  two  or  more 
•persons  shall  lie  voted  for  again,  and  the  person  who  has  the 
•pTcalcst  number  of  voices  of  those  last  mentioned  shall  be  bal- 
•lutrd  for  as  aforesaid  together  with  the  person  who  was  highest 
*iii  vote  upon  the  hrst  election,  and  the  person  who  is  highest 
'  in  vole  of  those  two  last  mentioned  persons  shall  be  President : 

*  but  if  the  votes  be  ecjual.  in  such  case  the  Speaker  of  tlie  Coun- 
'cil  shall  have  an  additional  casting  voice, 
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"The  said  committee  further  agreed  that  the  persons  suitable 
**  for  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Judge  of  the  Admiralty, 
**  the  Justices  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  the  Commissioners  for 

*  *  the  Continental  Loan  Office  for  this  State,  may  be  proposed  by 

*  *  any  member  on  the  day  last  aforesaid,  who  are  to  oe  chosen  in 
**  manner  above  directed  on  some  future  day,  to  be  agreed  upon 
**by  both  Houses. 

''Resolved^  That  the  members  of  both  Houses,  when  assem- 
**bled  together  to-morrow  afternoon,  shall  propose  the  names  of 
'  *  persons  to  be  chosen  as  two  of  the  Delegates  in  Congress,  in 
'*  the  stead  of  John  Dickinson  and  John  Evans,  Esquires,  in  the 
**  method  proposed  respecting  the  President;  and  that  such  Dele- 

*  *  gates  be  elected  at  such  time  and  place  and  in  the  same  manner 

*  *  that  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  are  above  directed  to 
•*  be  elected." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  concurrence  of  Council  to  the  foregoing  report  and  reso- 
lution, and  inform  that  House  that  the  Council  will  attend  in  the 
State  House  in  half  an  hour  to  propose  a  person  for  President  of 
this  State. 

Mr.  Vandyke  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  State  House  and  there  met  the 
House  of  Assembly,  when  divers  persons  were  put  in  nomination 
for  the  office  of  President  and  their  names  taken  down  for  the 
consideration  of  the  members  of  both  Houses. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  February  12th,  1777. 

Council  met. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitied  **An  act 
against  Desertion  and  harbouring  Deserters,  or  dealing  with  them 
in  certain  cases,"  for  the  consideration  and  concurrence  of  the 
Council. 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 
On  motion,  by  order, 

The  **bill  to  punish  treasons  and  disaffected  persons  and  for 
**the  security  of  the  Government,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and,  after  some  time  being  spent  therein,  was  postponed  for 
further  consideration. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress  requesting  an  immediate  representative  from 
this  State. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  informed  the  Council  that  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly is  now  ready  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  President  for  this 
State,  agreeable  to  the  joint  resolution  of  yesterday,  and  then  he 
withdrew. 
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The  Council  met  the  House  of  Assembly  in  the  State  House, 
and  there,  in  General  Assembly,  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
President  for  the  State,  and  the  members  of  both  Houses,  to  wit: 
seven  of  the  Council  and  sixteen  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  then 
present,  having  prepared  tickets  with  the  name  of  the  President 
to  be  appointed  and  put  the  same  into  the  ballot-box,  the  Speak- 
ers of  the  two  Houses,  in  the  presence  of  the  other  members, 
examined  the  ballot-box,  and  it  appearing  that  nineteen  votes, 
out  of  the  twenty -three  put  into  the  said  box,  were  in  favor  of 
the  Honorable  John  McKinley,  Esquire, 

Whereupon  the  said  John  McKinley  is  declared  duly  elected 
President  of  this  State  for  the  term  of  three  years  next  ensuing, 
and  until  the  sitting  of  the  next  General  Assembly  thereafter, 
and  no  longer,  agreeable  to  the  present  Constitution  or  system 
of  government. 

Then  divers  persons  were  put  in  nomination  as  suitable  for  the 
respective  offices  of  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  State, 
Judge  of  Admiralty,  Justices  of  the  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans' 
Courts  for  each  County,  and  for  Commissioner  of  the  Continental 
Loan  Office  for  this  State,  and  for  Delegates  in  Congress  in  the 
stead  of  John  Dickinson  and  John  Evans,  Esquires. 

The  Council  then  adjourned  till  lo  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  February  13th,  1777. 

Council  met,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  '*bill  to 
punish  treasons  and  disaffected  persons,  &c.,''  and  divers  amend- 
ments being  proposed  and  agreed  to,  the  same  were  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wiltbank  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill  and  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  this 
House  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 
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Mr.  Wildxuik  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

The  House  took  into  consideration  the  '*  bill  for  supporting  and  , 

establishing  the  Bills  of  Credit  issued  bv  Congress,  &c./'  which,  j 

bf  order,  was  read  the  second  time  and  deferred  for  further  con-  j 

sxiention.  [' 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  February  14th,  1777. 

Giuncil  met,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  *'bill  for 
siq>porting  and  establishing  the  Bills  of  Credit  issued  by  Con- 
gress, &c.,"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein  the  same  was 
deferred  tUl  the  afternoon. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met. 

Mr.  Collins,  having  returned  from  the  camp  in  New  Jersiey, 
appeared,  but  being  indisposed  prayed  leave  of  absence.  The 
same  was  granted. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from  the  Com- 
missary General  of  Qothing,  with  the  following  resolution  relative 
thereto,  to  wit : 
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**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Friday,  A.  M.,  February  7th,  1777. 

*  *  On  motion, 

**  Resolved^  That  the  Captains  Kirkwood  and  Anderson  march 
**  their  companies  forthwith  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  in  order 
**  that  they  may  be  clothed  as  speedily  as  possible. 

And  returned  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  better  establish- 
ing the  Militia,"  with  sundry  amendments  thereto,  proposed  for 
consideration  and  concurrence  of  the  Council, 

Which  were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  supporting  and  establishing  the  Bills  of  Credit 
issued  by  Congress,  under  consideration  m  the  forenoon,  was 
resumed,  and  cUvers  amendments  being  proposed  and  agreed  to, 
the  same  were  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wiltbank  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill  and  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  for  their 
consideration  and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  February  15th,  1777. 

Council  met,  and  took  into  consideration  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  resi)ecting  the  march  of  the  Captains  Kirk- 
wood and  Anderson,  which,  being  read,  was  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wiltbank  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  their  resolution  aforesaid  and  letter  from  the  Commissary 
General  relative  thereto,  with  the  concurrence  of  Council,  and 
return  to  that  House  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  14th 

January,  recommending  it  to  the  different  Legislatures  to  enact 
iws  preventing  the  counterfeiting  the  Continental  Bills  of  Credit, 
&c. 
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Mr.  Wntbank  reported  diat  he  had  waited  onjthe  House  of 
AssemUy  acconUi:^  to  the  cwders  aforesaid. 

On  modoQ,  by  order, 

The  bQl  entided  "An  act  against  Desertion  and  harbourii^ 
Deserters,  &c.,**  was  read  the  second  time,  and  <ti\-er5  amend* 
ments  being  proposed  and  agreed  to,  the  same  were  transcribed. 

OnUred,  That  Mr.  Wiltbank  wait  on  the  House  of  Asaemlfy 
with  the  said  ImII  and  amendments  thereto  proposed  for  their 
ccmsideration  and  concurrence,  who,  being  returned,  reported 
that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of  Assembly  according  to  the 
order  aforesaid. 

Adfoumed  till  Monday  morning,  lo  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  February  17th,  1777. 

A  member  from  the  House  q(  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  against  De- 
sertion  and  harbouring  I>eserters,  &c.,*'  \rith  the  amendments 
thereto  proposed  by  this  House,  to  all  of  which  the  House  of 
Assembly  had  ^reed.  And  the  bill  entided  "An  act  for  sup- 
portii^  and  establishing  the  Bills  of  Credit  issued  by  Congress, 
&c.,"  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  this  House,  to  w^hich 
the  House  of  Assembly  had  also  agreed. 

And  the  same  member  delivered  at  the  Chair  a  "bill  for  aiding 
the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  for 
altering  the  times  of  holding  the  said  Court  and  the  Courts  of 
General  Quarter  Sessions  and  Common  Pleas.'*  And  a  bill  in- 
titled  "An  act  to  render  parts  of  divers  Acts  of  Assembly  and 
certain  law  proceedings  more  conformable  to  the  present  Consti- 
tution. 

Which  were  laid  on  the  table. 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitied  **An 
act  for  the  better  establishing  the  Militia/'  as  returned  by  the 
House  of  Assembly  with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed,  and 
divers  amendments  being  made  to  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  House  of  Assembly,  the  same  were  a^eed  to  and  ordered  to 
be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill  and  amendments,  also  a  message  assi^in^  the 
reasons  for  rejecting  the  first  amendment  proposed  to  said  bill. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  February  i8th,  1777. 

Council  met,  and  took  into  consideration  the  6th  amendment 
proposed  by  them  to  the  4th  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly respecting  the  granting  to  Col.  Jno.  lones,  on  certain  condi- 
tions, an  exclusive  right  to  make  salt  in  this  State  for  sale  for  five 
years,  &c. .  and  do  adhere  to  the  same. 

On  motion, 

Orderedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  mes- 
sage to  the  House  of  Assembly  assigning  the  reasons  for  adher- 
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^  to  the  6th  amendment  proposed  to  the  resolution  aforesaid, 
^  lend  Messrs.  Vandyke  and  Bassett  were  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a  message  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  laid  one  on  the  table,  wnich  was  read^  and^  after 
some  amendments  made,  was  transcribed,  signed  by  the  Speaker, 
and  is  as  follows  :* 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  message. 

Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned^  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


Council  met* 


Tlic  bill  entitled  "An  act  of  free  and  general  pardon,  indemnity 
and  oblivion/*  was  read  the  second  time  and  postponed  for  further 
consideration. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  Jidmitted  and  returned  the  bill  entitled  *  *  An  act  for  the  better 
estaiilishing  the  Militia,"  with  tlie  concurrence  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  the  con- 
sent of  that  House  to  recede  from  their  first  amendment  proposed 
to  the  said  bill,  and  the  amendments  proposed  and  concurred  in 
as  aforesaid  being  made  in  the  bill,  ordered  that  the  same  be  en- 
groned. 


•Tl^i 


r  does  not  appear  to  have  been  placed  on  record . 
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The  bill  **for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  for  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  said 
Court  and  the  Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  and  Common 
Pleas,"  was,  by  order,  read  the  ist  time. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  render  parts  of  divers  acts  of 
Assembly  and  certain  law  proceedings  more  conformable  to  the 
present  Constitution,*'  was  also  read  the  first  time. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolution, 
to  wit : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Tuesday,  P.  M.,  February  i8th,  1777. 

**On  motion, 

''Resolvedy  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  the  Gen- 

*  *  eral  Assembly  should  proceed  to  the  choice  of  the  remaining 

*  *  Civil  Officers  of  this  State*  who  are  in  nomination,  on  Thursday 
**  morning  next,  and  that  the  Council  be  requested  to  concur 
''herein.'' 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  considera- 
tion. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M,,  February  19th,  1777. 


Council  met 


On  motion  and  order, 

The  bill  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  proems  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  for  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  said 
Court  and  the  Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  and  Common 
Pleas,  was  read  a  second  time  and  agreed  to  by  the  Council. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 

was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  votes  and  proceedings 

|Of  that  branch  of  the  Council  of  Safety  for  New  Castle  County 

ince  their  appointment  in  November  last,  together  with  the  fof- 

jwing  resolution  of  that  House,  to  wit  r 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
** Tuesday.  P.  M.»  February  i8th,  1777. 

"The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  votes  and  pro- 
**oecdings  of  that  branch  of  tlie  Council  of  Safet}^  residing  in 
*'  the  County  of  New  Castle  (since  the  last  sitting  of  the  General 
**A58€rably).  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  same  were 
r  approved  of;  and  as  to  that  part  of  the  said  proceedings  which 
J*  relates  to  the  application  of  the  Militia  who  marched  from  this 
•  SliUe  to  join  the  Continental  army  respecting  a  bounty  therefor, 

*^Re$alved,  That  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  private 
•that  marched  from  this  State  to  join  General  Washington,  and 
•who  remained  in  service  for  the  space  of  six  weeks  from  the 
•time  of  marching  until  such  person  was  regularly  discharged 
•by  order  of  the  General,  shall  be  billowed  a  bounty  of  six  dol- 
'lais/* 

On  motion  and  order, 

The  votes  and  proceedings  of  that  branch  of  the  Council  of 
Safety  residing  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  with  the  resolution 
of  the  Houae  of  Assembly  aforesaid,  were  severally  read,  and  the 
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same  being  taken  into  consideration,  the  same  votes  and  proceed*} 
ings  were  generally  approved  of  by  Council  and  the  saia  resolu* 

tion  concurred  in. 

On  motion  and  order, 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  **Aii^ 
act  of  free  and  general  pardon,  indemnity  and  oblivion,'*  and  the 
same  being  agam  read  was  unanimously  rejected. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  memorial  from  himself,  as  onef 
of  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress,  representing  that 

such  is  the  state  of  his  private  aifairs  at  present  that  it  will  be 
very  injurious  to  him  to  give  his  attendance  in  Congress  for  some 
months  to  come»  which  may,  with  just  reason,  be  expected  by  the 
General  Assembly,  therefore  he  prayed  leave  to  resign  his  scat 
in  Congress.  ^ 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  and  postponed  for  consideration,     ^ 

It  appearing  to  the  Council  that  Boaz  Manlove,  late  of  Sussex 
County,  doth  retain  in  his  hands  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
eighty  pounds,  part  of  the  Sussex  Count>^  quota  of  the  Bills  of 
Credit  ordered  to  be  emitted  by  an  Act  of  Assembly  passed  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sevent>'* 
five,  entitled  **An  act  for  emitting  the  sum  of  Thirt>'  Thousand 
Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  on  loan,  and  providing  a  fund  for  pay- 
ment of  Public  Debts,**  and  deposited  m  his  hands  as  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  bills,  ^ 

On  motion,  leave  is  granted  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  recovery™ 
of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  three  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  with 
interest  from  the  first  day  of  April  last  past,  and  thereupon  Mr. 
Bassett  delivered  a  bill  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  at  the  table, 
which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  til!  3  o'clock,  P.  M, 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


Council  meL 


The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  yesterday  respect- 
ijig  the  choice  of  the  remaining  civil  officers  on  Thursday  morning 
next  was  taken  into  consideration,  and,  on  motion,  the  following 
message,  drawn  up  at  the  table,  was  transcribed,  and,  by  order, 
s^ned  by  the  Speaker,  to  wit : 

-A  MESSAGE  FROM  THE  COUNCIL  TO  THE  HOUSE 
^  OF  ASSEMBLY. 

^GrmiUmen: 

•'  The  Council  having  taken  into  consideration  the  resolution 
**  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  choice  of  the  remaining  Civil 
"Officers  of  this  State  on  Inur&day  morning  next,  are  of  opinion, 
**upon  a  review^  of  the  other  business  before  them,  that  the  time 
'•ol  dioosing  those  officers  had  better  be  postponed  till  Friday 
*•  morning  next,  and  wish  that  that  time  may  be  approved  of  by 
"the  House  of  Assembly.** 

The  bill  against  Desertion  and  harbouring  of  Deserters*  Ac*, 
and  the  bill  for  the  supporting  and  establishing  the  Bills  of  Credit 
iastifed  by  Congress,  &c. ,  being  severally  exanuned  and  compared 
with  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council,  and  the  same  ap- 
pearing to  have  been  severally  made  and  entered  in  the  said  bilk, 
the  Council  consent  that  the  said  bills  be  enacted  into  laws. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sykes  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  wnth 
the  message  '  and  the  two  last  mentioned  bills,  together 

witJi  the  bill  1  g  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  of  the 

Supreme  Court. 

Mr,  Sykes,  being  retunied,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  and  delivered  the  papers  given  to  him  in 
diarge  accorduig  to  ostler* 
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On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  bill  for  the  recovery  of  a  sum  of  money  due  from  Boaz 
Manlove  to  this  State  was  read  a  second  time,  and,  after  some 
amendments  made,  passed  this  House,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  a  written  message  from 
the  Assembly,  in  answer  to  the  message  from  the  Council  con- 
taining their  reasons  for  adhering  to  their  amendment  of  the  4th 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  granting  to  Col.  Jones, 
on  certain  conditions,  an  exclusive  right  to  make  salt  in  this  State 
for  sale  for  five  years,  and  the  same  being  read  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  the  following  resolution 
of  that  House,  to  wit : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Wednesday,  A.  M.,  February  19th,  1777. 

*  *  On  motion, 

'^Resolvedy  That  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Jones,  and  Mr.  Robin- 
**son  be  a  committee  to  join  Messrs.  Sykes  and  Vandyke,  a 
"committee  of  Council,  to  state  an  account  of  expenditures  by 
"this  State  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  Continent." 

Which  was  read  and  approved. 

The  member  from  the  Assembly  aforesaid  also  delivered  at  the 
Chair  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  proposal 
made  by  the  Council  in  their  message  of  this  day  for  postponing 
the  choice  of  the  remaining  civil  officers  of  this  State  till  Friday 
morning  next. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wiltbank  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  of  free  and  general  pardon,  indem- 
nity and  oblivion,''  and  inform  that  House  that  the  said  bill  is 
rejected  by  the  Council. 
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And  mth  the  bill  for  the  recovery  of  a  sum  of  money  due  from 
Boa2  Manlove  to  the  Delaware  State,  for  their  perusal  and  con- 
currence. 

And  with  the  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
of  New  Castle  County,  with  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly thereon,  and  for  a  bounty  to  be  allowed  to  such  of  the 
Militia  as  marched  and  served  six  weeks,  &c- ,  with  the  approba- 
tion and  concurrence  of  Council. 

And  with  the  orders  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  arresting 
Hoaz  Manlove  and  Thomas  Robinson,  and  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms'  return  thereon,  and  the  letter  from  the  said  Thomas  Rob- 
inson to  James  Garrigen,  Esq. 

And  with  the  approbation  of  Council  to  an  appointment  of  the 
[imittee  for  Publick  Expenditures, 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o*  clock, 


Thursday,  20th  February. 

Council  met,  and  took  into  consideration  the  written  message 
from  the  House  of  Assembly  of  yesterday  respecting  the  grant 
of  an  exclusive  right,  on  certain  conditions,  to  Col.  Jones  to 
make  salt  in  this  State  for  sale  for  the  term  of  five  years,  and 
soni^  time  being  spent  thereon,  the  following  message,  being 
cbawn  up  at  the  taole,  was  agreed  to,  and  transcribed  and  or- 
dered to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  :  * 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  bill  for  the  recovery  of  a  sum  of 
money  due  from  Boax  Manlove  to  the  Delaware  State,  with  a 
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paper  of  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  there- 
to, which,  being  read  and  considered,  were  agreed  to,  and  being 
made  in  the  bill  the  same  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  and  order. 

The  bill  entitled, 

**An  act  to  render  parts  of  divers  acts  of  Assembly  and  cer- 
tain law  proceedings  more  conformable  to  the  present  Consti- 
tution,'* 

Was  read  a  second  time,  and  several  amendments  proposed 
being  agreed  to,  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  were  ordered  to 
be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration 
and  concurrence. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  last  bill  and  its  amendments  and  the  foregoing  message  from 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered 
the  same  according  to  order. 

The  Militia  bill  being  engrossed  was  read  and  compared  at  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their 
examination. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock. 


Friday,  February  21st,  1777. 

Council  met. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  the  following  resolution, 
to  wit: 
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**  In  the  HoiJSE  of  Assembly, 
"Friday,  A.  M.,  Februar>'  21st,  1777* 


**On  motion » 


**J^€Soived^  That  the  Prothonotary  of  the  Court  of  Common 
*•  Pleas  for  the  County  of  New^  Castle  do  deliver  the  seal  of  the 
*'sjiid  count)',  used  in  his  office,  unto  die  Honorable  the  Speaker 
**of  the  Council,  the  sajne  seal  being  established  as  the  Great 
**  Seal  of  this  State  until  a  new  one  is  made  and  delivered  to  the 
**  Prudent  and  Commander-in-Chief;  and  then  it  is  ordered  that 
**  the  seal  aforesaid  be  redelivered  to  the  Prothonotary,'* 

Read  and  concurred  in.   . 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sykes  wait  on  tlie  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  above  resolution  and  concurrence  of  Council  thereto. 

Mr,  Sykes,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  order. 

The  Council,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  met  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  State  and  the  House  of  Assembly  in  the  State  House, 
and  the  President  and  members  of  both  Houses  having  prepared 
tickets  with  the  names  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  to 
be  appointed  for  the  State  and  put  the  same  into  the  ballot-box, 
the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses,  in  presence  of  the  President 
and  the  members,  examined  the  ballot-oox,  and  it  appearing  that 
lliere  was  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Richard  M.  William, 
Esquire,  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  said  Court,  and  a  majority  of 
votes  in  favor  of  Caesar  Rodney,  Esquire,  as  second  Justice  of 
the  said  Court,  and  a  majority  of  the  votes  in  favor  of  James 
Sykes,  Esquire,  as  third  Justice  of  tlie  said  Court, 

Thereupon  the  said  Richard  M.  William,  Ciesar  Rodney,  and 
James  Sytes  are  declared  duly  elected  and  appointed  Justices  of 
the  Stipreme  Court  for  the  State, 

Then  the  President  and  members  of  both  Houses  proceeded, 
in  like  manner,  to  ballot  for  a  Judge  of  Admiralty,  anci  it  appear- 
ing that  there  was  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Nicholas  Van- 
dyke, Esquire, 

Thereupon  the  said  Nicholas  Vandyke  is  declared  duly  elected 
and  appointed  Judge  of  Admiralty. 
11 
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Then  the  President  and  members  of  both  Houses  proceeded,^ 
in  like  manner,  to  ballot  for  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Commonij 
Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  for  the  County  of  New  Castle,  and^' 
it  appearing  that  the  votes  were  unanimously  in  favor  of  Johtt'^ 
Jones,  Esquire,  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  said  Courts  ;  James  Lati- 
mer, Esijijire,  as  second  Justice  ;  John  Thompson,  Esquire,  as  I 
third  Justice,  and  Abraham  Robinson,  Esquire,  as  fourth  Justice] 
of  tlie  said  Courts, 

Thereupon  the  said  John  Jones,  James  Latimer,  John  Thomp*  1 
son,  and  Abraham  Robinson  are  declared  duly  elected  and  ap» 
pointed  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans* 
Court  for  New  Castle  County. 

Then  the  President  and  members  of  both  Houses  proceeded, 
in  like  manner,  to  ballot  for  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common  i 
Pleas  and  Orphans*  Court  for  the  County  of  Kent,  and  it  appear-  - 
ing  that  the  votes  were  unanimously  in  favor  of  Thomas  Tilton, 
Esquire,  as  Chief  Justice;  John  Clark,  Esquire,  as  second  Justice; ; 
Richard  Smith,   Esc^uire,  as  third  Justice,  and  Thomas  White, 
Esq^r,  as  fourth  Justice  of  the  said  Courts, 

Thereupon   the  said  Thomas   Tilton,  John   Clark,    Richard] 
Smith,  and  Thomas  White  are  declared  duly  elected  and  ap- 
pointed Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans' 
Courts  for  Kent  County. 

Then  the  President  and  members  of  both  Houses  proceeded, 
in  like  manner^  to  ballot  for  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common 
Pleas  and  Oqihans*  Courts  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  and  it  ap- 
pearing that  twenty  votes,  of  the  twent>*-one  persons  voting,  were 
in  favor  of  John  Wiltbank,  Esquire,  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  said 
Courts  ;  and  the  votes  were  unanimously  in  favor  of  William 
Polk,  Esquire,  as  second  Justice,  and  of  John  Laws,  Esquire,  as 
third  Justice,  and  that  there  was  a  majority  of  the  votes  in  favor 
of  Isaac  Smith,  Esquire,  as  fourth  Justice  of  the  said  Courts, 

Thereupon  the  said  John  Wiltbank,  William  Polk,  John  Laws, 
and  Isaac  Smith  are  duly  declared  elected  and  appointed  Justices 
of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  for  Sussex 
County.  M 

Then  the  President  withdrew,  and  the  members  of  both  Houses 
proceeded,  in  like  manner,  to  ballot  for  a  Commissioner  of  the 
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Continental  Loan  Office  for  this  State,  and  it  appearing  that  the 
%'otes  were  unanimously  in  favor  of  Samuel  Patterson,  Esq*r, 

Thereupon  the  said  Samuel  Patterson  is  declared  duly  elected 
and  appomted  Commissioner  of  the  Continental  Loan  Office  for 
this  State, 

Then  the  members  of  both  Houses  proceeded,  in  like  manner, 
to  ballot  for  two  Delegates  to  serve  in  Congress  in  the  stead  of 
John  Dickinson  and  John  Evans,  Esquires,  and  it  appearing  that 
there  was  a  majoritj'  of  votes  in  favor  of  Nicholas  Vandyke  and 
fames  Sykes,  Esquires, 

Thereupon  the  said  Nicholas  Vandyke  and  James  Sykes  are 
declared  duly  chosen  and  appointed  Delegates  to  represent  this 
.State  in  Congress   in  the  stead  of  John    Dickinson   and  John 

Then  the  members  of  the  two  Houses  proceeded  also  to  the 
.choice  of  Military  Treasurers,  and  it  appearing  that  the  following 
[gentlemen  were  unanimously  elected,  to  wit :  Samuel  Patterson, 
[£6q*r,  for  the  County  of  New  Castle;  John  Banning,  Esg'r,  for 
County  of  Kent,  and  John  Rodney,  Esq*r»  for  the  County 
I  of  Sussex,  thereupon  they  are  declared  duly  appointed  to  the 
t^add  office. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  R  M, 


Cotmdl  met 


Tte  bill  for  the  recovery  of  a  sum  of  money  due  from  Boaz 
I'Maolove  to  the  Delaware  State,  being  engrossed,  was  read  and 
upored  ai  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of 
[A«einbly  for  their  examination. 
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Ordered^  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assemblyl 
with  the  said  bill,  and  also  the  bill  for  the  better  establishing 

Militia  in  this  State. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  oo 
the  House  of  Assembly  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M*,  February  22*^ 


Council  met. 


A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door,^ 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  punish 
treasons  and  disaffected  persons,  &c,/'  with  the  amenaments 
proposed  by  the  Council,  to  all  of  which  the  House  of  Assembly 
concurred  except  the  5th,  7th,  8th,  nth  and  13th.  As  to  the 
14th  they  propose  two  amendments.  Also  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  to  render  parts  of  divers  Acts  of  Assembly  and  certain  law 
proceedings  more  conformable  to  the  present  Constitution/*  with 
the  amendments  proposed  by  this  House,  to  all  of  which  the 
House  of  Assembly  agreed  except  the  ist. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  following  message,  drawn  up  at  the  tabletj 
be  transcribed,  signed  by  the  Speaker  and  sent  to  the  House 
Assembly,  to  wit : 

Gentlemen  : 

As  you  have  rejected  the  first  amendment  proposed  to  the 
bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  render  parts  of  divers  acts  of  Assembly 
and  certain  law  proceedings  more  conformable  to  the  present 
Constitution,"  without  assigning  the  reasons  of  your  dissent,  and 
the  Council  still  retaining  their  opinion  that  the  amendment  is  a 
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raecessary  one  to  make  the  recital,  in  which  the  amendment  is 
proposed,  correspond  with  the  enacting  clause  providing  the 
remedy,  either  tne  one  or  the  other  requires  an  amendment; 
therefore,  to  save  time,  as  the  session  is  so  near  a  conclusion,  the 
Council  do  propose  to  the  House  of  Assembly  a  conference  of 
two  or  more  members  from  each  House  upon  the  subject  matter 
of  this  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
said  message. 

Who>  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  mes- 
sage according  to  order. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of 
.Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  settling  and  adjusting  the 
[accounts  of  the  officers  and  privates  in  the  2d  Delaware  Bat- 
JtaJion  of  the  Flying  Camp,  commanded  by  Col.  Samuel  Patter- 
p-ftoiu  from  the  time  of  their  enlistment  to  their  being  passed  by 
the  Commissary  of  Musters,  brought  in  their  report  with  respect 
to  Thomas  Skillington's  account,  unsettled  at  a  former  meeting 
I  of  said  committee^  which,  by  order,  was  read,  and  follows  in  these 
[  words,  to  wit : 

'*The  committee  of  Council  appointed  to  confer  with  a  com- 
'roittee  of  Assembly  on  the  sumect  matter  of  settling  and 
'  adjusting  the  accounts  of  the  officers  and  privates  in  the  2d 

•  Delaware  Battalion  of  the  Fl>'ing  Camp,  commanded  by  CoL 
'Samuel  Patterson,  from  the  time  of  their  inlistment  to  their 
'being  passed  by  the  Commissary  of  Musters,  at  Philadelphia, 
'  do  report  that  they  met  the  committee  of  Assembly  to  setde 
'  and  adjust  the  account  of  Captain  Thomas  Sktlhngton,  who 
'  commanded  a  company  in  said  battalion  (which,  by  a  former 
'  report  of  said  committee  is  mentioned  not  to  have  been  laid 
'  before  them  at  their  first  meeting),  and  they  find  the  amount 
'  of  the  same,  for  pay,  subsistence,  inlisting,  and  other  charges, 

•  sp^fied  in  an  account  of  particulars  herewith  retunied,  to  be 
'  ^^565  :  9  :  1 1,  which  your  committee  submit  to  the  examination 
•and  correction  of  Council     And   your  committee  do  further 

•  report  it  as  their  opinion  that  a  committee  of  3  persons  be 
'appointed,  two  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  one  by   the 

•  Council,  in  each  county,  to  settle  what  sum  of  monev  is  due  to 

•  each  private  in  the  battalion  aforesaid,  as  well  for  nis  service 


86 


MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


**rrom  the  time  of  passing  muster^  at  Philadelphia,  as  for  his  ^ 
**  and  subsistence  from  his  inlistment  to  the  time  of  muster  afore? 
'  *  said  ;  and  that  such  settlements  ought  to  be  made  by  the  said 
'  *  committee^  respectively,  in  presence  of  the  captains  and  pri- 
'*vates,  or  their  representatives,  from  time  to  time,  upon  8  days 
'  *  notice  given  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  by  advertise^ 

being  read  the  2d  time  and  considered, 


ment 


The  foregoing  report 
passed  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  Hou 
of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

The  report  of  the  same  committee  as  to  die  other  accounts 
the  same  battalion,  passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  tlie  lOK 
instant,  was»  by  order,  read  a  2d  time  and  concurred  in  by  the 
Council, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wiltbank  deliver  the  said  several  reports, 
together  with  the  accounts  therein  referred  to,  to  the  House  of 
Assembly, 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  resolutions  of  that  House  respect- 
ing Col.  Jones's  petition  for  an  exclusive  right  to  make  salt,  &c*, 
with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the  Council,  also  an 
amendment  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  their  4th 
resolution,  and  delivered  the  resolutions  following,  to  wit : 


'•  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
** Saturday.  A.  M.,  February  22d,  1777. 


'  *  On  motion, 


*' Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  be  requested 
**to  write  to  General  Washington,  informing  him  of  the  receipt 
**of  his  letter  of  the  31st  of  January  last ;  that  in  consequence 
**  thereof  the  Legislature  of  this  State  have  passed  an  'An  act 
"against  desertion  and  harbouring  deserters,  or  dealing  with 
**them  in  certain  cases,'  which  they  flatter  themselves  will  an- 
**swer  the  intended  purpose. 
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"That  the  General  Assembly  have  been  informed  that  CoL 
"  Bediixd  and  ^byor  McDonough  decline  going  into  the  service 
"of  the  army. 

"That  the  recruiting  of  the  Delaware  Battalion  goes  on  very 
'*  slowly,  occasioned,  as  is  apprehended,  by  the  want  of  the  va- 
"  candes  of  officers  in  the  said  battalion  being  filled  up,  and  the 
"great  number  of  parties  fix>m  other  States  now  recruiting  in 
"this." 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  A.  M.,  February  22d,  1777. 

"On  motion, 

*' Resolved,  That  the  President  be  and  he  b  hereby  impowered 
"and  directed  to  issue  his  proclamation  for  continuing  all  offi- 
"  cers,  dvfl  and  military,  in  diis  State,  in  the  fiill  exercise  of  their 
"respective  c^ces,  according  to  the  present  Constitution,  until 
"  superceded  by  new  appointments." 

Abo,  the  following  verbal  message,  to  wit  : 

"Verbal  Message  to  the  Council  from  the  Assembly. 

"The  House  of  Assembly, have  concurred  in  your  proposition 
for  appcMnting  conferees  respecting  the  ist  amendment  proposed 
to  die  bill  entided  'An  act  to  render  parts  of  divers  acts  of  As- 
sembly and  certain  law  proceedings  more  conformable  to  the 
it  Constitution,'  and  have  appointed  Jacob  Moore  and 
Ric^ely,  Esquires,  for  that  service." 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Sykes  and  Bassett  be  a  conmiittee  on 
the  part  of  thb  House  for  the  piupose  aforesaid. 

A  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  foDowmg  orders,  to 
wit: 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  A  M.,  February  22d,  1777. 

"The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petition  from 
"Robert  Bortoo,   Leatherbcrry  BaiiLer,  William  Bagwell,  and 
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'  William  Milby,  inhabitants  of  this  State,  now  prisoners  in  the 
'  goal  of  Philadelphia^  and  thereupon 

'^Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  President  and 
'  Commander-in-Chief,  who  is  requested  to  write  to  the  Counc 

'  of  Safety   of  Pennsylvania  to  permit  the  petitioners  to 

*  brought  into  this  State,  as  well  as  any  other  subject  of  this 
'  State  who  may  be  now  confined,  by  their  order,  for  any  State 

*  ofTence,  except  against  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  dealt 

*  with  according  to  law, ' '  ~ 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly. 

'•Friday,  P.  M,,  Februar>'  21st,  1777* 

"'The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Publick  Accounts  was, 
'order,  read  the  2d  time  and  agreed  to  except  the  4th  artich 
'  thereof,  which  was  recommitted  to  the  same  committee/' 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P. 


Council  met. 


The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  ist  amendment  proposed  by 
tlie  Council  to  the  bill  entitled  '  'An  act  to  render  parts  of  divers 
acts  of  Assembly  and  certain  law  proceedings  more  conformable 
to  the  present  Constitution/*  now  report  that  they  had  met  the 
committee  of  confereres  and  agreed  uncertain  amendments  neces- 
sary^ to  be  made  in  the  said  bill,  and  that  they  had  delivered  the 
same  bill  to  the  committee,  that  the  amendments  agreed  to  might 
be  made  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  which  this  House  approves, 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  bill  aforesaid  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  to  the  amendments  made  and  agreed  to  by  the 
committee  of  conferees. 
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^Sem^tti^Wi  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitlinad  delivered  at  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  printing  and  emitting  /i  5,000  in  Billij  of  Credit  of  this  State 
to  be  let  out  on  loan,  and  for  striking  the  further  sum  of  jf  10,000 
in  such  bills  for  the  use  of  this  State  and  for  providing  a  fund  for 
sinking  the  same/'  with  divers  amendments  tnereto  proposed,  for 
the  consideration  and  concurrence  of  Council 

Also,  the  following  resolution,  to  wit : 

*'  In  the  House  of  Assembly. 
•'Saturday,  P.  M.,  February  22,  1777. 

*^Resoiv€d,  That  the  President,  or  Commander-in-Chief,  be 
•  *  impowered  to  draw  on  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  for  this 
•*  State,  or  any  of  them,  for  such  sums  as  have  been  agreed  by 
*•  the  General  Assembly  to  be  due  to  any  person  or  persons  upon 
••the  reports  of  the  committee  on  accounts  liquidated,  he  taking 
"receipts  for  said  draughts,  out  of  the  sum  of  £10,000  to  be 
*'  struck  and  given  for  the  defence  and  use  of  this  State  in  pursu- 
•*ance  of  an  act.  passed  this  session,  entitled  'An  act  for  printing 
•*and  emitting  ;^i5,ooo  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State  to  be  let 
"out  on  loan,  and  for  striking  the  further  sum  of  ^^'10,000  in 
**  such  bills  for  the  use  of  this  State  and  for  providing  a  fund  for 
•"sinking  the  same.'  ** 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  amendments  proposed 
by  them  to  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill  entitled  **An  act 
to  punish  treasons  and  disaffected  persons,  &c,,*'  and  the  amend- 
ment proposed  to  the  r4th  amendment,  and  do  adhere  to  the 
same  ;  as  to  tlie  amendments  proposed  concurred  in. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  message 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  assigning  the  reasons  for  adhering  to 
iheir  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill  aforesaid,  and  Messrs. 
Sykes  and  Baasett  were  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a  message  to  the  House 
of  Afflcm  I   one  on  the  table,  which  wa.s  read*  and,   after 

loioe  aiiit  >  made,  transcribed  and  signed  by  tlie  Speaker, 

and  is  as  toUows,  to  wit : 
12 
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Gentleman  : 

The  Council  have  reconsidered  the  several  amendments  pro- 
posed  by  them  to  the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  punish  treasons  and 
disaffected  persons,  and  for  the  security  of  the  Government/'  an 
not  agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  do  adhere  to  the 
severally  for  the  following  reasons^  that  is  to  say  : 

As  to  their  5th  amendment,  for  that  the  word  High,  proposed 
to  be  struck  out  in  the  amendment,  is  not  used  in  the  Statute  of 
25th  of  Edward  the  3d,  stiled  the  Statute  of  Treason  in  Great 
Britain,  the  form  whereof  is  evidently  made  the  basis  of  the 
present  clause,  and  justly  so,  as  that  statute  hath  been  esteemed 
a  good  and  equitable  bw  between  the  governor  and  governed, 
and  the  construction  thereof  clearly  ascertained. 

As  to  their  7th  amendment,  for  that  it  tends  to  take  off  the 
dangerous  consequences  attending  the  misconstruction  of  words 
or  expressions  used  in  common  conversation,  and  preserves  free- 
dom of  speech  and  privilege  of  freemen,  whereas  the  clause  to 
which  this  amendment  is  proposed,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council, 
will  encourage  a  race  of  informers,  the  pest  of  society,  and  who 
always  were  the  engines  of  tyrants  in  every  State.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  just  cause  in  which  all  America  is  embarked  is  not 
to  be  injured  by  the  speeches  of  rash,  foolish  or  wicked  individ- 
uals, or  at  least  they  are  not  to  be  so  much  apprehended  as  the 
effects  of  so  dangerous  a  precedent  in  the  infancy  of  our  Govern- 
ment. 

The  8th  amendment  is  adhered  to  as  a  consequence  of  the  7th* 

As  to  their  nth  amendment,  for  that,  they  are  of  opinion,  an 
increase  of  the  fine  and  time  of  imprisonment  would  equally  tend 
to  prevent  a  breach  of  the  law,  and  the  execution  thereof  by  no 
means  be  so  disagreeable  to  humanity.  It  is  frequently  found, 
by  experience,  that  ignominious  and  disgraceful  punishment 
hardens  more  offenders  than  they  reclaim. 

As  to  their  15th  amendment,  because  they  do  conceive  that  the 
oath  or  teste  prescribed  in  the  system  of  government,  and  recited 
in  this  clause,  contains,  in  substance,  the  whole  of  the  additional 
teste  proposed  in  the  biU,  and  the  Council  apprehend  it  would 
be  wrong,  without  some  evident  necessity,  thus  early  to  add  or 
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Emlnish  from  that  form  held  out  to  the  people,  more  especially 
as  the  teste  prescribed  In  the  system  of  government,  and  no 
other,  was  taken  by  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  who 
are  in  the  first  department  in  the  State»  with  whom  the  people 
have  intrusted  their  lives,  liberties  and  properties.  The  Council 
therefore  cannot  think  it  necessary  that  those  persons  who  are  to 
fill  the  inferior  departments  should  be  obliged  to  take  any  other* 

These  reasons  weigh  strongly  w^ith  the  Council.  Many  others 
might  be  adduced  :  but  they  flatter  themselves  that  when  the 
House  of  Assembly  review  the  parts  of  the  bill  particularly 
objected  to  they  will  adopt  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
CounciL 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  the  following  resolutions, 
to  wit : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Saturday,  R  M.,  February  22d,  1777- 

•*The  House  took  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  Fort  on 
**  Xtiana  River,  in  the  Borough  of  Wilmington,  together  with  the 
**publick  powder  and  other  military  stores  kept  in  the  magazines 
'*in  tlie  said  fort»  and,  on  motion, 

^'Rfsahed,  That  the  said  fort,  together  with  the  powder  and 
**  other  military  stores  be  put  under  the  command  and  care  of  a 
**  Fort  Major,  two  Sergeants  and  twelve  privates,  to  be  immedi- 
**ately  raised,  paid  and  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  State. 
'*  until  discharged  by  the  General  Assembly  thereof. 

"That  the  pay  of  the  said  troops  per  kalender  month  be  as 


•To 


f   Fort  Major,  18  dollars. 
I    Each  Sergeant,  8  dollars. 


Private,     5 


"That  in  Ueu  of  rations,  each  person  be  allowed  los.  per  week 
P"  for  his  subsistence,  and  the  commanding  officer  to  have  double 
^'Ibat  sum. 

^^Ri$clv€d,  That  Capt.  Ralph  Walker,  of  the  Borough  of  Wil- 
"nuDgtoo,  be  appointed  Fort  Major  (instead  of  Mr.  Charles  West, 
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"late  Fort  Major,  who  is  rendered  incapable  of  that  office), 
**  that  he  be  commlsstoned  by  the  President  and  Comroander-i 
••  Chief  accordingly  ;  which  said  Fort  Major  shall  forthwith  tnlisti 
**the  number  of  persons  above  mentioned,  who,  from  the  time 
*  *  of  inlistment,  shall  receive  the  pay  and  subsistence  aforesaid. 

*  ^ Resolved^  That  the  said  Fort  Major  take  tmder  his  care  and 
**  direction  any  hre-rafts  that  may  be  built  or  brought  into  this 
**  State,  and  be  subject  to  the  command  of  the  President  or  Com- 
**mander-in-ChieC*^' 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mn  Wikbank  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  following  papers*  to  wit : 

The  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  punish  treasons,  &c.,*'  and  mes- 
sage assigning  the  reasons  of  Council  for  adhering  to  the  amend* 
ments  proposed  to  the  said  btU  ; 

The  bill  entitled  '  *  An  act  to  render  divers  acts  of  Assembly, 
&c.,  more  conformable  to  the  present  Constitution ;" 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Publick  Accounts,  with  the 
concurrence  of  Council  ; 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  regsectine  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Fort  Major,  and  conctirrence  of  Coundf  thereto ; 

The  resolutions  on  Col  Jones's  petition  respecting  salt  works» 
with  the  further  amendments  proposed  by  Council ; 

The  resolution  impowering  the  President  to  issue  his  procla- 
mation for  continuing  officers,  with  concurrence  of  Council ; 

The  resolution  upon  the  petition  of  Robert  Burton  and  others, 
with  concurrence  of  Council. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Capt  Skillington's  account*  and  resolution  of  Council 
thereon,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  and 
appointment  of  David  Finney,  Esq.,  and  Col.  George  Latimer 
a  Committee  for  the  County  of  New  Castle ;  Messrs*  John  Prior 
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land  French  Battie  for  the  County  of  Kent,  and  Isaac  Horsey, 
'r,  and  Mr  John  Tenant  for  the  Count}"  of  Sussex,  for  the 
therein  proposed. 

[Vide  the  rgjon  for  persons  appointed  on  the  part  of  Council, 
and  enter  II]  ^ 

Abot  the  resolutions  respecting  salt  works,  with  concurrence 
[of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  amendment  last  proposed  by 
be  Council  to  the  4th  resolution  instead  of  the  amendment  pro- 
by  the  House  of  Assembly,  which  being  made,  the  said 
E^taohitions  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

^*Jltsaived,  i.  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  be  let 
**by  this  State  upon  loan  to  the  said  Col.  John  Jones  (the  better 
**lo  enable  him  to  carry  into  execution  his  intention  of  erecting 
"salt  works  in  this  State,  at  or  near  Indian  River,  in  Sussex 
•'County,),  he,  the  said  John  Jones,  giving  bond,  with  sufficient 
**  sureties,  for  the  payment  of  that  sum  at  the  expiration  of  five 
**  yeais  from  the  date  of  said  bond. 

••  2,  That  for  the  further  encouraging  the  said  Col  Jones  in 
I  *•  pro6ecuting  his  intentions  and  erecting  said  works  for  manu- 
••fcictiiring  the  useful  article  of  salt,  this  State  should  engage  to 
•*  purchase  or  lake  of  him  the  cjuantity  of  ten  thousand  bushels 
••of  SEilt,  at  the  rate  of  five  shillings  per  bushel,  annually  for  the 
"§pace  or  term  of  ^\q  years,  in  consideration  of  which, 

""Resolved,  3.  That  the  said  Col.  John  Jones  ought  to  engage 
**and  bind  himself  his  executors  and  administrators,  to  deliver, 
**fi>r  the  use  of  this  State,  to  such  person  or  persons  as  the 
'*  President  shall  appoint,  all  the  salt  that  by  him  shall  Ije  manu- 
**&ctured  or  made  therein  (at  the  place  where  the  salt  works 
*'§hal]  be  erected),  for  the  apace  or  term  of  ^\^  years  aforesaid, 
**at  the  rate  of  f\\Q  shillings  per  bushel,  so  that  the  quantity  in 
**any  one  year  during  that  term  does  not  exceed  ten  thousand 
**  bushels  ;  and  that  he  should  be  bound  and  obliged  to  deliver, 
**  in  each  and  every  vcar  during  the  term  aforesaid,  at  the  manu- 
**  fiictor)*  aforesaid,  (or  the  use  of  this  State,  the  quantity  of  three 
'•thousand  bushels  of  salt,  manufactured  therein  at  the  rate  afore- 


*Thii  Topoit  docs  oat  ■ppear  on  thetvcord. 
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**4.  That  upon  the  said  Col.  John  Jones  complying  with  the 
^*  conditions  herein  before  expressed  to  be  by  him  entered  into 
**and  performed,  that  he,  the  said  Col.  John  Jones,  his  executors, 
*' administrators  and  assigns,  ought  to  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
*'  making  salt  in  this  State  for  sale  for  and  during  the  last  four 
**  years  of  the  term  aforesaid;  and  that  he  may  dispose  of  and  sell 
**to  such  person  or  persons  us  he  pleases,  and  at  such  prices  as 
**  he  can  get,  al!  the  ovefi>lus  salt  he  shall  make  after  furnishing 
**the  State  with  the  aforesaid  quantity  of  ten  thousand  bushels 
**  annually  for  the  term  of  five  years  aforesaid. 

"5.  That  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  be  drawn  for 
' '  by  the  President  out  of  the  ten  thousand  pounds  granted  by 
' "  the  present  General  Assembly  for  tiie  use  of  the  State,  under 
*"  whose  direction  the  bond  aforesaid  trom  the  said  John  Jones 
"and  his  sureties  shall  be  taken,  with  the  further  condition  that 
* '  the  same  shall  be  payable  at  the  end  of  any  one  year  during 
"which  the  said  John  Jones  shall  fail  to  supply  the  aforesaid 
* '  quantit}"  of  three  thousand  bushels  of  salt. 

"6.  That  if  the  said  John  Jones  shall  neglect  to  make  appU- 
**  cation  for  the  said  draught,  or  to  execute  his  bond  on  or  before 
"the  20th  day  of  April  next,  that  the  encouragement  proposed 
*'  to  be  given  to  him  shall  cease/' 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  acts  and 
resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  to  affix  the  Great  Seal  to 
the  same,  to  wit : 


"  In  Assembly,  February  22d,  1777,  P;  M. 


"On  motion, 


**J^eso/ved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
*'  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws,  to  wnt  : 

'*  I.  *An  act  for  supporting  and  establishing  certain  Bills  of 
"Credit  issued  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
"and  to  prevent  tlie  counterfeiting  of  the  same  and  certain  lottery^ 
"tickets  issued  by  their  authority,  certificates  of  tlie  Continental 
* '  Loan  Office,  and  other  bills  of  credit ;' 

"2*  'An  act  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in 
"the  Supreme  Court,  and  for  altering  the  times  of  holding  the 
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/'said  court  and  also  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
wid  Goal  Delivery  and  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  ;' 

"3.  *An  act  for  printing  and  emitting  ;^  15,000  in  Bilb  of 
"Credit  of  this  State  to  be  let  out  on  loan,  and  for  striking  the 
**  further  sum  of  j^io^ooo  in  such  bills  for  the  use  of  this  State, 
•'and  for  providing  a  fund  for  sinking  the  same  ;^ 

"4.  'An  act  for  the  recovery  of  a  sum  of  money  due  from 
' '  Boaz  Miuilove,  of  the  County  of  Sussex,  to  the  Delaware 
*^  Slate;' 

**  5,     *An  act  for  establishing  a  Militia  in  this  State  ;* 

•*6.     *An  act  for  ascertaining  the  salaries  and  allowances  to 
•'the  officers  and   persons  herein   mentioned  employed  in  the 
"Government  of  this  State  and  for  the  providing  a  fund  for  the 
•  payment  thereof ;' 

**7.  *An  act  to  render  parts  of  divers  acts  of  Assembly  and 
"certain  law  proceedings  more  conformable  to  the  present  Con- 
••sdtulion  ;' 

**8.  *An  act  against  desertion  and  harbouring  deserters,  or 
"dealing  with  them  in  certain  cases/  '* 

The  House  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Publick  Accounts^  and  divers  amendments  being  proposed 
10  the  1st  report  antl  agreed  to,  the  same  were  transcnbed. 

Ordered,  That  Mn  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  the  Assem- 
bly with  the  said  amendments  and  following  papers^  to  wit : 

13%  and  2d  report  of  Committee  on  Public  Accounts,  with  the 
Ppapefit  therein  referred  to  ; 

The  resolutions  of  the   House  of  Assembly   requesting   the 

Iters  of  both  Houses  to  write  to  General  Washington,  with 

}  amendments  thereto  proposed  and  papers  therein  referred  to; 

The  re^K^lutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  impowering   the 
^President  to  draw  for  the  sums  appropriated  by  the  General  As- 
[ibly,  with  the  concurrence  of  Council. 

Mr*  Vandyke,  being  returned »  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Ajsembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 
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A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee for  adjusting  the  accounts  of  the  officers  and  privates  of 
the  2d  Delaware  Battalion,  with  the  amendments  proposed,  and 
David  Finney,  George  Latimer,  and  John  Thompson  are  ap- 
pointed a  committee  for  the  County  of  New  Castle  ;  John  Prior 
and  French  Battle  for  the  County  of  Kent,  and  Isaac  Horsey  and 
John  Tenant  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  for  the  service  aforesaid. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  2  Privy  Counsellors, 
when  it  appeared  that  Thos.  McDonough  and  George  Latimer 
were  duly  elected. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  a  certificate  of  the  appointment  aforesaid  be 
drawn  up  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concur- 
rence, which  was  done,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit :  * 

Ordered^  That  the  bilk  passed  this  session  be  signed  by  the 
Speaker  and  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wiltbank  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bills  and  certificate,  also  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee for  Publick  Accounts. 

Mr.  Wiltbank  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  order. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  was  admitted  and  returned  the  resolutions  of  that  House 
requesting  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  to  write  to  General 
Washington,  with  the  amendments  thereto  proposed.  As  to  the 
ist  and  2d,  acceded  to  ;  as  to  the  rest,  propose  an  amendment, 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Also,  the  following  resolution,  to  wit : 

**In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Saturday,  P.  M.,  February  22d,  1777. 

''Resolved,  That  the  Council  be  informed  that  this  House, 
'  *  apprehending  the  business  before  the  General  Assembly  may 

*  The  certificate  was  left  out  by  the  Clerk. 
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"be  broQ^t  to  a  conclusion  to-day,  propose  to  adjourn  to  Mon- 
"day,  the  2d  June  next," 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
House  of  Assembly  to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council 
to  the  resolution  directing  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  to  write 
to  General  Washington. 

Also  the  following  verbal  message,  to  wit : 

"Verbal  Message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to 
"the  Council. 

"The  House  has  ordered  the  Speaker  to  sign  any  draught  that 
"may  be  presented  by  the  Speaker  of  Council  for  the  payment 
"  of  the  expenses  of  the  session." 

On  motion. 

Ordered^  That  the  following  verbal  message  be  transcribed, 
signed  by  the  Speaker,  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
to  wit : 

GenUem%en: 

The  Council  have  been  so  engaged* 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  following  papers,  to  wit : 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respectine  salt 
works,  and  resolutions  requesting  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses 
to  write  to  General  Washington,  as  amended  ; 

Letters  from  the  President  of  Congress,  inclosing  sundry  reso- 
lutions resp>ectin^  Continental  currency,  and  requesting  an  imme- 
diate representation  from  this  State  in  Congress  ; 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Capt.  Skillington's  account, 
^•ith  concurrence  of  Council,  and  appointment  of  John  Thomp- 
son, Esq.,  for  the  County  of  New  Castle  ;  John  Cook,  Esq.»  for 
the  County  of  Kent,  and  William  Polk,  Esq.,  for  the  County  of 
Sussex,  on  the  part  of  this  House  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 


^  The  above  is  just  as  it  is  in  the  original. 
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Mr.  Vandyke  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  order.  , 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door,  ' 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  to  punish  treasons 
and  disaffected  persons,  6cc. ,  with  the  amendments  proposed 
this  House,  to  all  of  which  the  House  of  Assembly  agreed. 

Also,  delivered  tlie  following  verbal  message,  to  wit : 

A  Verbal  Message  to  the  Council  from  the  Assembly. 
Gentlemen : 

The  Assembly  are  so  straitened  * 

The  bill  to  punish  treasons^  &c**  as  amended,  was  read  and 
compared  at  the  table.  Agreed  tliat  the  same  be  enacted  into  a 
law. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  subscribe  the  same,  which  was 
done  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill  as  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  tlie  certificate,  &c.,  of  the  appointment 
of  the  Delegates  to  Congress,  with  their  concurrence. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  their  expenses  this  session, 
and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  members  of  Council : 

For  New  Castle  County,  for  personal  expenses  by 
them  incurred,  to  wit :  3  members,  42  days,  .    .    . 

To  the  members  of  Kent  County,  for  same,    .... 

To  the  members  of  Sussex  County »  for  same»    .    .    . 

To  Slator  Clay,  Clerk  of  Council,  for  40  days'  attend- 
ance, &c,,  @  7s.  6, 


I  74  17  9 
78  17  9 
82  17  9 


20  17  6 


Carried  ever, £2^*]  10  9 
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Brought  aver, £,2^^  lo  9 

To  Jas.  Firth,  Messenger  to  Sussex, 2  10  o 

To  Robert  Mcllheron,  the  same  to  camp, 10    o  o 

To  Robert  Booth,  Messenger  to  summon  witnesses,  .  i  13  o 

;£27i  13  9 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  concurrence,  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  to  the  6th  day  of  June  next. 


MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL 


MAY,  1777. 


MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


NEW-CASTLE-ON-DELAWARE, 

Thursday,  May  ist,  1777. 

Council  met  in  pursuance  of  a  summons  from  his  Excellency 
John  McKinley,  Esquire,  President  and  Commander-in-Chief. 

A  quorum  of  members  not  having  attended,  adjourned  till  to- 
morrow morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,. A.  M.,  May  2d,  1777. 
Council  met. 

It  appears  by  the  returns  of  the  Sheriffs  and  Inspectors  of  the 
Counties  of  Kent  and  Sussex  that,  pursuant  to  a  writ  from  the 
Speaker,  an  election  was  held  on  the  25th  April  last,  at  the  usual 
places  of  election,  for  the  choice  of  members  of  Council  in  the 
room  of  William  Polk  and  John  Wiltbank,  Esquires,  who  are 
appointed  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans' 
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Court  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  and  James  Sykes,  Esquire,  who 
is  appointed  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 
State,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen,  to  wit : 

FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUSSEX, 

John  Jones, 

Samuel  Shelton  Sloss. 

FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  KENT, 

John  Baning. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  May  3d. 
Council  met. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly  delivered  the  following 
message  from  his  Excellency  the  President  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, to  wit : 

A  MESSAGE   FROM  THE  PRESIDENT  TO  THE  GEN- 
ERAL ASSEMBLY. 
**  Gentlemen: 

**  I  herewith  send  you  sundry  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the 
*'i4th  ultimo,  recommending  measures  to  the  Legislatures  of 
**  each  of  the  United  States  for  the  more  speedy  fumbhing  their 
**  several  quotas  of  troops,  together  with  a  circular  letter  ad- 
'*  dressed  from  the  President  thereof  to  the  Assembly  of  this 
**  State,  both  of  which  were  transmitted  to  me  on  the  19th  fol- 
'Mowine;  and  Congress  deeming  it  necessary  that  the  several 
**  Legislatures  should  cause  those  measures  to  be  put  in  execu- 
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"tion  before  the  15th  day  of  this  month,  I  have  thought  it  my 
"duty,  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  to  call  you  together 
**at  this  time.'* 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  May  5th. 

Council  met. 

A  quorum  of  members  not  attending,  all  business  was  post- 
poned till  Wednesday. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  May  7th. 

Council  met  Present — All  the  members  except  Messrs.  Cant- 
well,  Jones,  Sloss,  and  Dingee. 

Mr.  Baning  took  and  subscribed  the  oath  and  declaration  as 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution.* 

*The  oath,  &c.,  here  mentioned,  are  given  in  the  "Qualification  Book,"  with 
the  Bgnature  of  the  member  thereto,  as  follows : 

I  [A.  B.]  will  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  Delaware  State,  submit  to  its  Consti- 
tution and  Laws,  and  do  no  act,  wittingly,  whereby  the  freedom  thereof  may  be 
prejudiced. 

I  [A.  B.]  do  profess  faith  in  God  the  Father,  and  in  Jesus  Christ  his  only  Son, 
and  m  the  Holy  GboA,  one  God,  blesed  for  evermore ;  and  I  do  acknowledge 
the  Holy  Scriptares  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  to  be  given  by  Divine  In- 
spiration. 

JOHN  BANING. 
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A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  the  following  resolution 
of  that  House,  to  wit : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Wednesday,  A.  M.,  May  7th,  1777, 

''Resolved,  That  no  officer,  or  other  person  (not  being  there- 
**unto  particularly  authorized  by  Congress,  or  his  Excellency 
**  General  Washington^  in  pursuance  of  a  resolve  of  Congress), 
**  shall  be  permitted  to  enlist  any  recruit  within  this  State  for  any 
**  other  State  until  the  quota  of  troops  of  this  State  is  completed.  ' 

Which,  being  read,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  consid- 
eration. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P,  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P, 


Council  met. 


The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  under  consideration 
in  the  forenoon  was  read  the  second  time  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  resolution  aforesaid  and  concurrence  of  Council  thereto. 

Mr,  Vandyke  prayed  leave  of  absence  till  to-morrow  afternoon. 
The  same  was  granted. 

Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  May  8th. 

Council  met 

Mr.  Cantwell,  a  cnember  of  this  House,  appeared  and  took  his 
seat 

A  member  fix)m  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entided 

"An  act  for  the  more  speedily  completing  the  quota  of  troops 
to  be  raised  in  thb  State  tor  the  Contmentalarmy, 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Coundl  met 

Mr.  Speaker  being  indisposed,  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, ID  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  May  9th. 

Council  met,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  ''for 
the  more  speedily  completinc^  the  quota  of  troops  to  be  raised  in 
thb  State  for  the  Contmentalarmy,"  which  was  read  the  second 
time,  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  was  postponed  till  the 
afternoon. 

Adjourned  tffl  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met 

The  bill  under  consideration  in  the  forenoon  was  taken  up,  and 
divers  amendments  being  proposed  and  agreed  to,  the  same  were 
transcribed  and  sent  to  Uie  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concur- 
rence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Collins  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  bill  and  amendments  thereto  proposed  for  thgir  consid- 
eration and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Collins,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled 

**An  act  for  the  holding  the  General  Assembly  at  Dover,  in 
the  County  of  Kent.'* 

By  order  read  the  first  time. 

Also,  sundry  resolutions  of  that  House,  to  wit : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Friday,  A.  M.,  May  9th,  1777. 

'  ^Resolved  unanintausly,  That  it  is  a  daring  invasion  of  the 

*  *  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  State  for  any  person  or 

*  *  persons  to  impress  any  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  or  persons 
**  therein  residing,  either  into  the  sea  or  land  service  of  the  United 
**  States  of  America,  or  any  of  them,  under  colour  of  authority 
**  derived  from  any  State,  or  man,  or  body  of  men  whatever,  ex- 
'*  cept  the  Legislature  of  this  State. 

'^Resolved  unanimously,  Tliat  the  President  and  Commander- 
**  in-Chief  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  apprehended  and  prose- 
**cuted,  according  to  law,  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  pre- 
**  sume  to  violate  the  above  resolution,  and,  if  necessary,  that  the 
'  *  Militia  be  called  in  to  support  the  civil  authority  in  apprehend- 

*  *  ing  such  offenders. ' ' 
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The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Council  a  lett^  received  by  him 
ui  the  late  recess  of  the  General  Assembly  from  the  Honorable 
John  Hancock,  Esquire,  President  of  Congress,  inclosing-  an 
attested  ccwDy  of  the  Declaration  of  Independency  of  the  Thir- 
teen Unttea  States  of  America,  with  the  names  of  the  Members 
of  Congress  subscribing  the  same. 

And  the  same  being  read  by  order» 

Resolved  uManim&usly^  That  for  the  better  preserving  the  said 
act  of  independency  and  as  a  lasting  testimony  of  the  approba- 
tion thereat  by  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  tliis  btate  in 
General  Assembly  met,  the  same  be  entered  at  large  on  the 
minute  of  the  respective  Houses  of  this  present  General  Assem- 
Wv,  and  afterwards  lodged  in  the  rolls  office  among  the  laws  and 
outer  pnbhck  acts  of  this  State. 

IN  CONGRESS,  JULY  4,   1776. 

THE    L*KANlMOtJ5     DECLARATIOK     OF    THE     THIRTEEN    UNITED 
STATES    OF    AMERICA. 

VVhcn,  in  the  course  of  human  events,  it  becomes  necessary 
for  one  people  to  dissolve  the  political  bands  which  have  con* 
nected  them  with  another,  and  to  assume,  among  the  powers  of 
the  earth,  the  separate  and  e<]ual  station  to  which  the  laws  of 
lyttllfe  and  of  nature's  God  entitle  them,  a  decent  respect  to  the 
opinions  of  mankind  requires  that  they  should  declare  the  causes 
lAlicb  impel  them  to  the  separation. 

Wc  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident — ^That  all  men  are  cre- 
ated eiHial  :  tluit  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain 
uti  rights  ;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the 

pu: —  1  »T.f.;n,.ss.  That  to  secure  these  rights,  governments 
are  in-  j;  men,  deriving  their  just  powers  from  the 

cor^-r  aed  ;  that  whenever  any  form  of  government 

be<     .  of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to 

alter  ur  to  <ifMviisn  it.  and  to  institute  new  government,  laying  its 
foimdation  on  such  principles,  and  organizing  its  powers  m  such 
form^  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely  to  effect  tneir  safety  and 
happtnes.  Prudence,  indeed,  will  dictate,  that  governments 
loci|^  cHabli&bed  should  not  be  changed  for  light  and  transient 
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causes  ;  and  accordingly  all  experience  hath  shown  that  mankmd 
are  more  disposed  to  suffer  while  evils  are  sufferable,  than  to 
right  diemselves  by  abolishing  the  forms  to  which  they  are  ac- 
customed. But  when  a  long  train  of  abuses  and  usurpations, 
pursuing  invariably  the  same  object,  evinces  a  design  to  reduce 
them  under  absolute  despotism,  it  is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty, 
to  throw  off  such  government,  and  to  provide  new  guards  for 
their  future  securit>^  Such  has  been  the  patient  sufferance  of 
these  colonies ;  and  such  is  now  the  necessity  which  constrains 
tJiem  to  alter  their  former  system  of  government.  The  history 
of  the  present  King  of  Great  Britain  is  a  history  of  repeated 
injuries  and  usurpations,  all  having  in  direct  object  the  establish- 
ment of  an  absolute  tyranny  over  these  States,  To  prove  tliis, 
let  facts  be  submitted  to  a  candid  world. 

He  has  refused  his  assent  to  laws  the  most  wholesome  and 
necessary  for  the  public  good. 

He  has  forbidden  his  governors  to  pass  laws  of  immediate  and 
pressing  importance,  unless  suspended  in  their  operation,  till  his 
assent  snould  be  obtained ;  and  when  so  suspended,  he  has  utterly 
neglected  to  attend  to  them.  He  has  refused  to  pass  other  laws 
for  the  accommodation  of  large  districts  of  people,  unless  those 
people  would  relinquish  the  nght  of  representation  in  the  legis- 
lature— ^a  right  inestimable  to  them,  and  formidable  to  tyrants 
only. 

He  has  called  together  legislative  bodies  at  places  unusual, 
uncomfortable,  and  distant  from  tixe  repository  of  their  public 
records,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  fatiguing  them  into  compliance 
with  his  measures. 


houses  repeatedly,  for  op- 
rights  of  the 


He   has  dissolved  representative 
posing,  with  manly  firmness,  his  invasions  on  the 
people. 

He  has  refused  for  a  long  time  after  such  dissolutions,  to  cause 
others  to  be  elected  ;  whereby  the  legislative  powers,  incapable 
of  annihilation,  have  returned  to  the  people  at  large,  for  their 
exercise,  the  state  remaining,  in  the  meantime,  exposed  to  all  the 
dangers  of  invasion  from  without,  and  convulsions  within. 

He  has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  of  these  States  ; 
for  that  purpose  obstructing  the  laws  for  naturalization  of  foreign- 
ers ;  refusing  to  pass  others  to  encourage  their  migration  hither, 
and  raising  the  conditions  of  new  appropriations  of  lands. 
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He  ham  obstroded  tbe  administiadon  of  justice,  bjr  refosi^g  his 
assent  to  bws  for  estiMwhing  judiciary  powers. 

He  has  made  judges  dq>endeiit  on  his  mW  alone^  for  the  tenure 
of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  and  payment  of  their  subries. 

He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  nevr  otfia:s,  and  sent  hither 
awanus  of  officers^  to  harass  our  people,  and  eat  out  their  sub- 
staaoe. 

He  has  kept  amoi^  us,  in  limes  of  peace,  standing  armies* 
without  the  consent  of  our  legislatures. 

He  has  afiected  to  render  the  military  independent  of  and  su- 
perior to  the  civil  power. 

He  has  combined  with  others  to  subject  us  xa  a  jurisdiction 
foreign  to  our  constitution  and  unacknowledjfctl  by  our  laws  ; 
giving  his  assent  to  their  acts  of  pretended  legislation  : 

For  quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  us. 

For  protecting  them  by  a  mock  trial,  from  punishment  for  ai>y 
murders  which  they  should  commit  on  the  inhabitants  of  these 
States : 

For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world  : 

For  imposing  taxes  on  us  without  our  consent : 

For  depriving  us»  in  many  cases,  of  the  benefits  of  trial  by  jury: 

For  transporting  us  beyond  seas  to  be  tried  for  pretended 
ofTeoces : 

For  abolishing  the  free  system  of  English  laws  in  a  neighboring 
province,  establishing  therein  an  arbitrary  government,  and  cn- 
iaf)jing  its  boundaries,  so  as  to  render  it  at  once  an  exaunple  and 
fit  instrument  for  introducing  the  same  absolute  rule  into  these 
colonies: 

For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolishing  our  most  valuable 
laws,  and  altering,  fundamentally,  the  forms  of  our  governments: 

For  stispending  our  own  legislatures,  and  declaring  themselves 
invested  with  the  power  to  legislate  for  us  in  all  cases  whatsoever^ 

He  has  abdicated  government  here,  by  declaring  us  out  of  his 
protection,  and  waging  war  against  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  seas,  rav^ed  our  coaslSt  burnt  our 
tomtm,  and  destroyed  the  bves  of  our  jieople. 
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He  is  at  this  time  transporting^  large  armies  of  foreign  mere 
aries  to  complete  the  works  of  death,  desolation,  and  tyranny  J 
already  begun  with  circumstances  of  cruelty  and  perfidy  scarcely 
paralleled  m  the  most  barbarous  ages,  and  totally  unworthy   ' 
head  ot  a  civilized  nation. 

He  has  constrained  our  fellow  citizens,  taken  captive  on  the 
high  seas,  to  bear  arms  against  their  country,  to  become  die 
executioners  of  their  friends  and  brethren,  or  to  fall  themselves 
by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  domestic  insurrections  amongst  us,  and  has  en4 
deavored  to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers  the  merciless] 
Indian  savages,  whose  known  rule  of  warfare  is  an  undistinguish-* 
ed  destruction  of  all  ages,  sexes  and  conditions, 

In  every  stage  of  these  oppressions  we  have  petitioned  for  re- 
dress in  the  most  humble  terms  :  our  repeated  petitions   have1 
been  answered  only  by  repeated  injury.    A  prince,  whose  charac- 
ter is  thus  marked  by  every  act  which  may  define  a  tyrant,  is^J 
unfit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free  people.  ^^ 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attentions  to  our  British  breth- 
ren.    We  have  warned  them  from  time  to  time,  of  attempts  by 
their  legislature  to  extend  an  unwarratable  jurisdiction  over  us. 
We  have  reminded  them  of  the  circumstances  of  our  emigratioa^ 
and  settlement  here.     We  have  appealed  to  their  native  justiccfl 
and  magrianimity,  and  we  have  conjured  them  by  the  ties  of  our^ 
common  kindred  to  disavow^  these  unsurpations,   w^hich   would 
inevitably  interrupt  our  connections  and  correspondence.     They 
too  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  justice  and  of  consanguinity. 
We  must,  therefore,  acquiesce  in  the  necesity  which  denounces 
our  separation,  and  hold  them  as  we  hold  the  rest  of  mankind, 
enemies  in  war,  in  peace,  friends.  ^ 

We,  therefore,  the  represenatives  of  the  United  States  o^" 
America,  in  general  congress  assembled,  appealing  to  the  Su- 
preme Judge  of  the  world,  for  the  recitude  of  our  intentions,  do, 
m  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  these  col- 
onies, solemnly  publish  and  declare,  that  these  united  colonies, 
are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent  States  ;  that 
they  are  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  British  crown,  and 
that  all  political  connection  between  them  and  the  State  of  Great 
Britain,  is,  and  ought  to  be»  totally  disolved  ;  and  that  as  free 
and  independent  States  they  have  lull  power  to  levy  war,  con- 
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elude  peace,  contract  alliances,  establish  commerce,  and  to  do  all 
other  acts  and  things  which  independent  States  may  of  right  do. 
And  for  the  support  of  this  declaration,  \inth  a  firm  reliance  on 
the  protection  of  Dixane  Pro\ndence,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each 
other  our  lives,  our  fortunes  and  our  sacred  honor. 

The  forcgoine  declaration  was,  by  order  of  Congress,  engross- 
ed, and  signed  by  the  following  members  : 

JOHN    HANCOCK. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

osiAH  Bartlett,  Matthew  Thornton. 

iLLiAM  Whipple, 

MASSACHUSETTS   BAY. 

Samuel  Adams,  Robert  Treat  Paine, 

John  Adams,  Elbridge  Gerry. 

RHODE   ISLAND,  &c. 

Stephen  Hopkins,  William  Ellery. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Roger  Sherman,  William  Williams, 

Samuel  Huntington,  Oliver  Wolcott 

NEW  YORK. 

William  Floyd,  Francis  Lewis, 

Philip  Livingston,  Lewis  Morris. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Richard  Stockton,  John  Hart, 

John  Witherspoon,  Abraham  Clark. 

Francis  Hopkinson, 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Robert  Morris,  James  Smith, 

Benjamin  Rush,  George  Taylor, 

Benjamin  Franklin,  James  Wilson, 

John  Morton,  George  Ross. 
George  Clymer, 
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CyESAR  Rodney, 
George  Read, 


Samuel  Chase, 
William  Paca, 


DELAWARE. 

Thomas  M'Kean. 

MARYLAND, 

Thomas  Stone, 
Chas*  Carroll,  of 

CarroUton. 
VIRGINIA. 


George  Wythe, 
Richard  Henry  Lee, 
Thomas  Jefferson, 
Benjamin  Harrison, 


Thomas  Nelson,  Jr., 
Franxis  Lightfoot  Lee, 
Carter  Braxton. 


William  Hooper, 
Joseph  Hewes, 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

John  Penn. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 


Edward  Rutledge, 
Thomas  Heyward, 


Button  Gwinnett, 
Lyman  Hall, 


Thomas  Lynch,  Jr., 
Arthur  Middleton. 

GEORGIA. 

George  Walton. 


Ordered^  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  and  the  attested 
copy  of  the  Act  of  Independence,  together  with  tire  foregoing 
resolution  for  tlieir  approbation  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  *  'An  act 
for  the  more  speedily  completing  the  quota  of  troops,  &c.  / '  with 
the  amendments  proposed  by  this  Hoyse  to  the  said  bill,  to  all 
of  which  the  House  of  Assembly  ag-reed  except  the  ist,  2d,  3d 
and  4th,  and  request  that  a  committee  of  Council  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
upon  the  said  amendments  not  acceded  to. 
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And  the  said  proposal  for  a  committee  of  conference  bein^ 
taken  into  consideration,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Cantwell,  and  Mr. 
Collins  are  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Collins,  a  member  of  this  House,  and  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  President  and  Council  of  this  State  to 
meet  commissioners  appointed  by  the  States  of  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  at  York  town,  in 
Pennsylvania,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolve  of  Congress,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  and  forming  a  system  adapted  to  the  said 
States  for  regulating  the  price  ol  labour,  of  manufactures,  and  of 
internal  produce  within  those  States,  and  of  goods  imported  from 
foreign  parts,  except  military  stores,  laid  a  copy  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  said  commissioners  before  the  Council. 

On  motion  and  order  the  same  was  read. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for 
their  perusal,  and  that  Mr.  Collins  deliver  the  same. 

Mr.  Collins,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  special  order. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  were  read  the  second 
time  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  resolutions  and  concurrence  of  Council  thereto.     • 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

Orderedy  That  the  following  verbal  message  be  transcribed, 
signed  by  the  Speaker,  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
to  wit: 

Verbal  Message  to  the  House  of  Assembly  from  the 

Council. 

Gentlemen: 

The  Council  have  acceded  to  your  proposal  for  a  conference, 
by  committees  to  be  appointed  by  both  Houses,  on  the  subject 
matter  of  the  four  first  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to 
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the  bill  for  die  more  speedily  completing  the  quota  of  troops  to 
be  raised  in  this  State  for  the  Continental  army,  and  have  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  Cantwell,  Bassett,  and  Collins,  on  the  part  of  the 
Council,  a  committee  for  the  purpose  albresaid. 

Ordered^  That  Mr,  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  the  forgoing  message. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  verbal  message  ap- 
pointing Messrs.  Ridgely,  F'inney,  and  Clowes,  on  the  part  of 
that  House,  a  committee  of  conference  respecting  the  amend- 
ments not  acceded  to. 

Which,  by  order,  was  read. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  May  loth* 
Council  met, 
Mr.  Vandyke  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair 

'  'A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  for  regulating  inn- 
holders,  tavern-keepers,  and  other  publick  house  keepers  within 
this  Government,  and  impowering  tne  Justices  to  settle  the  rates 
of  liquors.*  ** 

Also  returned  the  resolution  of  this  House  as  to  the  Act  of 
Independency  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

On  motion,  by  order, 
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The  **  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  regulating  inn- 
holders,  tavern-keepers,  and  other  publick  house  keepers  within 
this  Government,  &c.,*  *'  was  read  the  first  time  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table  for  consideration. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  their  ist,  2d,  3d  and  4th 
amendments  proposed  by  them  to  the  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for 
the  more  speedily  completing  the  quota  of  troops  to  be  raised, 
&c.,''  and  do  recede  from  the  same. 

On  motion. 

Ordered^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  message 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  assignmg  the  reasons  for  proposing 
said  amendments,  and  Messrs.  Vandyke,  Bassett,  and  CantweU 
were  appointed  a  committee  for  that  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a  message  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  laid  one  on  the  table,  which  was  read,  and,  after 
some  amendments  made,  was  transcribed  and  signed  by  the 
Speaker,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

A  Message  from  the  Council  to  the  Assembly. 

Gentlemen  : 

As  the  committee  of  conferees  appointed  by  the  two  Houses  on 
the  subject  matter  of  the  four  first  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Council  to  the  bill  for  the  more  speedily  completing  the  quota 
of  troops  to  be  raised  in  this  State  for  the  Continental  army  nave 
come  to  no  determination  thereon,  and  the  advantage  which 
might  arise  to  the  United  States  by  the  filling  up  said  quota  of 
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troops  must  be  totally  lost  should  no  mode  to  effect  the  same 
be  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  at  their  present  sitting, 
the  Council  think  it  necessary  to  recede  from  their  said  pro- 
posed amendments  ;  but  at  the  same  time,  in  justice  to  them- 
selves, deem  it  their  duty  to  inform  your  honorable  House  of  the 
reasons  which  induced  them  to  propose  said  amendments,  and 
which  still  strongly  impress  their  minds,  to  wit : 

That  the  exemptions  from  all  ser\^ice  in  the  Militia  on  a  recruit 
being  procured  by  any  two  persons  will  induce  many  to  ofTer  con- 
siderable sums  in  addition  to  the  bounty  allowed  by  CongresSi 
which  will  effectually  put  an  end  to  the  enlistment  of  men  by  any 
commissioned  officer  of  said  battalion,  except  for  such  w^ho  may 
wish  to  purchase  exemptions. 

That  such  exemptions  will  tend  to  discourage  the  Militia,  as 
the  procuring  recruits  in  that  mode  can  only  be  adopted  by  those 
who  may  be  in  easy  circumstances.  This  will  occasion  dissatis- 
faction and  murmuring  among  others  who  are  not  so  fortunate  as 
to  be  able  to  take  advantage  thereof 

That  every  step  having  a  tendency  to  discourage  the  bulk  of  the 
people,  or  lessen  their  confidence  in  a  number  of  their  fellow-citi- 
zens»  ought  to  be  carefully  avoided,  as  the  success  of  the  present 
righteous  struggle  chiefly  depends  on  unanimity  and  confidence 
being  supported  among  all  ranks  of  people.  The  mode  prescribed 
in  the  bill  may,  for  many  reasons,  not  be  so  injurious  in  a  large 
and  populous  State.  Our  case  is  different.  We  have  a  long  and 
extended  frontier  and  few  to  guard  it.  Every  exertion  must  be 
made  to  spirit  up  that  few.  The  numbers  are  such  that  they  will 
not  bear  much  diminution,  particularly  of  those  of  whom  most 
may  be  expected. 

That  if  a  number  of  suitable  persons  in  this  State,  in  addition 
to  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Battalion,  were  authorized  to  re- 
cruit and  a  bounty  i^iven  to  them,  wnth  a  further  allowance  for  the 
subsistence  of  recruits,  the  quota  of  troops  for  this  State  might  be 
made  up,  and  a  defection  in  the  Militia  not  risqued. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  bill  and  forgoing  message. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  order. 
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A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair 

"A  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  establishing  a 
Militia  in  this  State,'  " 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  **An  act  for  establishing  a 
Militia  in  this  State,"  was  read  the  2d  time,  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  bill. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  bill 
according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  holding  the  General  Assembly  at 
Dover,  in  the  County  of  Kent,"  was  read  the  2d  time,  ancf  an 
amendment  being  proposed  the  same  was  transcribed  and  sent  to 
the  House  of  A^mbly  for  their  concurrence. 

The  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  *'An  act  for  regulating  inn- 
holders,  tavern-keepers,  and  other  publick  house  keepers  within 
this  Government,"  was  read  the  2d  time  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  the  Assem- 
bly with  the  two  foregoing  bills  and  amendment  proposed  to  the 
former. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  according  to  order. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  bill  entitled 

"An  act  for  the  holding  the  General  Assembly  at  Dover,  in  the 
County  of  Kent," 

With  the  amendment  thereto  proposed,  to  which  the  House  of 
Assembly  agreed 
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The  Council  consent  that  the  said  bill  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  die  Chair  a  message  from 
the  President  to  the  General  Assembly,  inclosing  sundry  resolu- 
tions of  Congress,  to  wit : 

*'  Gentletnen: 

*  *  I  herewith  send  you  some  resolutions  of  the  Honorable 
'  Congress  of  the  19th  ultimo,  transmitted  to  me  by  the  Presi- 
•dent,  recommending  measures  to  the  Legislative  and  Executive 
'  authorities  of  this  State  and  the  State  of  Mar)dand  to  avert  the 
'  imminent  danger  of  an  insurrection  in  the  Counties  of  Somerset 
'  and  Worcester,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  to  prevent  their 
'  being  joined  by  disaffected  persons  m  the  County  of  Sussex,  in 
'  this  State,  and  to  enact  laws  appointing  commissioners  to  take 
'  charge  of  tlie  estates  of  such  as  may  be  removed.  In  conse- 
'quence  whereof,  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  I  wrote 
'  to  some  principal  gentlemen  in  the  County  of  Sussex  and  to 

*  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Militia  adjacent  to  Worcester 

*  County,  desiring  them  respectively  to  make  tlie  most  speedy 
*and  strict  inquiries  respecting  the  danger  apprehended  from 

*  Sussex  County^  and  that  they  would,  as  soon  after  as  possible, 

*  let  me  know  the  result.  In  answer  to  which,  I  have  been  in- 
'formed  by  those  gentlemen  severally  that  the  inhabitants  of 
'that  county  are  very  quiet,   and  that  they  imagined  the  sus- 

'  picion  as  to  them  was  not  well  founded,  save  one  of  the  gen- 
'  tlemen,  who  refers  me  to  be  informed  by  Mr.  John  Clowes,  a 
'  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  whom  I  have  had  an 
'opportunity  to  converse  on  that  subject,  but  from  whom  you 
'can  much  better  immediately  receive  that  information/' 

Also,  sundr}^  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  founded 
upon  the  report  of  their  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
foregoing  message  and  its  in  closures. 

Also,  a  verbal  message  informing  the  Council  that  the  House 
of  Assembly  propose  to  adjourn  to-morrow  morning  till  the  2d 
June  next 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  of  the  honorable  House  of  As- 
sembly, founded  on  the  message  of  his  Excellency  the  President 
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and  sent  to  the  Council,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  t\\'o  to  re- 
port thereon. 

And  Messrs.  Vandyke  and  Bassett  are  appointed  a  committee 
for  that  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  lo  o'clock. 


Monday,  May  12th,  1777. 

Council  met. 

Mr.  Dingee,  a  member  of  this  House,  appeared  and  took  his 
seat,  and  assi^ed  his  reason  for  not  attending  sooner,  which  was 
deemed  sufficient. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  two  following  engross- 
ed bills  for  the  examination  of  Council,  to  wit : 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  more  speedily  completing 
the  quota  of  troops  to  be  raised  in  this  State  for  the  Contmental 
army." 

Also,  a  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  *'An  act  for  establishing 
a  Militia  in  this  State.'' 

Which,  being  severally  examined  and  compared,  the  Council 
consent  that  the  said  bills  be  enacted  into  laws. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bills. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  resolutions  of  the 
honorable  House  ol  Assembly,  founded  on  the  message  of  his 
Excellency  the  President,  have  taken  the  same  into  consideration 
16 
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and  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  resolutions  to  be  adopted 
instead  thereof :  * 

And  the  said  resolutions  reported  by  the  committee  of  Council 
being  read  and  considered,  were  agreed  to  be  adopted  in  the 
stead  of  the  resolutions  sent  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  and 
ordered  to  be  sent  to  that  House  for  their  consideration  and  con- 
currence. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  the  followmg  resolution 
of  that  House,  to  wit ; 

•*  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Monday.  A.  M*,  May  12th,  1777. 
**0n  motion, 

^^ Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  before  dinner,  adjourn  to  the 
**  2d  day  of  June  next/* 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  reported 
by  the  committee  of  Council  and  agreed  to  be  adopted  in  the 
stead  of  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  founded  on 
the  President's  message,  with  divers  amendments  thereto  pro- 
posed, which  were  concurred  in,  to  wit :  f 

Also,  the  following  bills  passed  this  session,  to  wit  : 

**An  act  for  the  holding  the  General  Assembly  at  Dover,  in 
the  County  of  Kent ;" 

'*A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  regulating  inn* 
holders,  tavern-keepers,  and  other  publick  house  keepers  within 
this  Government,  and  impowering  the  Justices  to  settle  the  rates 
of  liquors  ;'  *' 

*'An  act  for  the  more  speedily  completing  the  quota  of  troops 
to  be  raised  in  this  State  for  the  Continental  army  \  ' 

*'A  supplement  to  an  act  entided  *An  act  for  establishing  a 
Militia  in  mis  State  1'  *' 


*  The  Clerk  left  a  blank  space  for,  but  oeglected  to  copy  these  resolves  into 
hiv  journal, 

f  These  amendments  do  not  appear  on  the  manuscript  journal. 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  1777-  I  23 

Which  were  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Collins  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  above  laws  and  resolution  aforesaid,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Collins,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  aforesaid. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Cnair  a  resolution  of 
that  House  impowering  the  President  to  affix  the  Great  Seal  of 
this  State  to  the  different  bills  passed  this  session. 

Which  was  concurred  in. 

Orderedy  That  the  above  resolution  be  signed  by  the  Speaker 
and  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

And  Mr.  Vandyke  was  appointed  for  that  purpose,  who,  being 
returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
according  to  order. 

Then  the  Council  took  into  consideration  the  state  of  their  ex- 
'  penses,  and  they  find 

New  Castle  County's  quota ;^  24  7  11 

Kent  County's  *'        24  7  11 

Sussex  Cotmty's  "        24  7  11 

Adjourned  till  2d  June. 
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OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


NEW-CASTLE-ON-DELAWARE, 

Monday,  June  2d,  1777. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  quorum  of  members  not  attending,  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
mormng,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  June  3d. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Vandyke. 

Messrs.  Sloss  and  Jones,  being  elected  in  the  stead  of  William 
Polk  and  John  Wiltbank,  Esquires,  who  were  appointed  Justices 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  in  Sussex 
County,  took  and  subscribed  the  oath  and  declaration  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution.* 

*  The  oath,  &c.,  here  mentioned,  are  given  in  the  "  Qualification  Book,"  with 
the  agnature  of  the  members  thereto. 

I  [A.  B.l  will  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  Delaware  State,  submit  to  its  Consti- 
tution and  Laws,  and  do  no  act,  wittingly,  whereby  the  freedom  thereof  may  be 
prejudiced. 

I  [A.  B.]  do  pcofess  faith  in  God  the  Father,  and  in  Jesus  Christ  his  only  Son, 
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A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolutions 
of  that  House,  to  wit : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
** Tuesday,  P.  M.,  June  3d,  1777. 

**On  motion, 

''Resolvedj  That  this  House  propose  to  put  in  nomination,  to- 
morrow afternoon,  persons  qualified  to  be  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  for  this  State,  in  the  room  of  Richard  M.  William  and 
Caesar  Rodney,  Esquires,*  elected  on  the  21st  day  of  February 
last  first  and  second  Justices  of  the  said  Court,  who  have  declined 
accepting  of  the  same  offices  ;  and  James  Sykes,  Esquire,  elected, 
at  the  same  time,  third  Justice  thereof,  he  having  since  that  time 
accepted  of  the  Clerkship  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Quarter  Sessions  for  the  County  of  Kent,  and  thereby  being 
rendered  incapable  of  holding  the  said  office ;  and  also  for  the 
office  of  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  in  stead  of  Nicholas  Vandyke, 
Esquire,  who  was  elected  thereto  on  the  aforesaid  day,  and  hath 
since  declined  to  accept  thereof;  and  that  the  Council  be  re- 
quested to  concur  herein." 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  2d  time 
and  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  resolution  aforesaid  and  concurrence  of  Council  thereto. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assfembly  according  to  order. 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  above  resolution  be  de- 
livered to  his  Excellency  the  President. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


and  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  one  God,  blessed  for  evermore ;  and  I  do  acknowledge 
the  Holy  Scriptttres  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  to  be  given  by  Divine  In- 
spiration. 

SAMUEL  SHELTON  SLOSS. 

JOHN  JONES. 
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Wednesday,  P.  M.,  June  4th. 

Council  met. 

A  committee  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  were  admitted  and  informed  the  Council  that  the  House  of 
Assembly  is  now  ready  to  proceed  to  the  nomination  of  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court  and  a  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  agreeable 
to  the  resolution  of  both  Houses. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  State  House  and  there  met  the 
House  of  Assembly,  when  divers  persons  were  put  in  nomination 
for  the  respective  offices  of  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  and 
Judge  of  Admiralty  for  this  State,  to  be  balloted  for  to-morrow 
at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Ordered,  That  notice  thereof  be  forthwith  given  to  the  Presi- 
dent 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled 

**An  act  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 
Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and 
Sussex,  &c." 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  Col.  Jones  and  Major  Sloss  be  of  the  Commit- 
tee for  Publick  Accounts. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  a  copy  of  the  above  order. 

On  application  of  Col.  Collins  for  leave  of  absence  till  to-mor- 
row morning,  the  same  was  granted. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
17 
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Thuesdat.  Jii=e  5±_ 

Mr.  Speaker  bad  oc  die  tsbue  a  i&es»ge  £noin  hs  F.xcrTrrjrj 
ihit  frtXfdtssitr  tc^edier  vich  a  ccstE5ed  copyoc  tbe  report  ac  ±iQse 
pcfioitt  v!io  vere  apfMjczxted  to  go  into  tbe  CcoutT  oc  Scssex 
to  aoke  by^Qfry  tsto  tbt  present  di^Msmoo  of  die  xncabaaiics 
HktrtfA,  :*rA  scndry  resohitsoc»  cd  Cof^ress  of  die  Tgrfi  of  April 
and  die  I2di  ^sA  igth  of  Hay  last :  wiucfa  mesBagc  is  as  tbCovs, 
to  wit: 

'*  In  yonxLuict  of  y^>tir  resototion  of  the  I2tfa  of  bst  moatfa 
"  I,  to^etner  with  the  rrivy  Cocincil,  did  appc»nt  John  Thomp- 
''son,  Thomas  Collins,  and  John  Cook^  Esquires,  to  go  into  the 
"  County  of  Sussex  for  the  puq>oses  in  that  rcsohztioo  expressed, 
"  in  consequence  whereof  I  received,  tbe  evenii^  before  last  a 
"  rroort,  in  wtrting,  signed  by  two  of  tbe  aforesaid  gentlemen ; 
'^wnereupon  I  convened  the  Privy  Council  jrsteniay  and  laid 
''the  same  hefort  them,  and  now,  with  their  advice,  I  herewith 
"  send  you  a  copy  of  that  report. 

"  Since  the  last  sitting  of  your  honorable  Assembly  I  received 
"some  resolves  of  Congress,  to  be  laid  before  you.  One  of 
"those  re5>olutions,  of  the  2gth  of  April  last,  recommends  the 
"adjustment  of  the  accounts  for  recruiting  the  Continental  Bat- 
**tm\cm  of  this  State,  that  the  same  may  be  transmitted  to  the 
"Treasury  Board,  Another  of  those  resolutions,  of  the  12th  of 
"  May  last,  recommends  to  the  Le^lature  to  exempt  from  mili- 
"tary  duties  all  persons  who  are  unmediately  concerned  in  the 
"business  of  the  post  office ;  and  another  of  them,  of  the  19th 
"of  the  same  month,  recommends  that  the  L^iisJature  should 
"make  provision,  by  law,  for  marching  the  Muida  out  of  this 
"  State  when  the  service  shall  so  require  it." 

Which,  being  severally  read,  were  referred  for  consideration. 
The  bill  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 
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Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and 
Sussex  was,  upon  motion  and  order,  read  the  2d  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  bill  be  committed  to  a  committee  of 
three. 

The  persons  chosen,  Messrs.  Bassett,  Jones,  and  Collins. 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met. 

The  Coimcil,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  met  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  State  and  the  House  of  Assembly  in  the  State  House, 
and  the  President  and  members  of  both  Houses  having  prepared 
tickets  with  the  names  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  to 
be  appointed  for  the  State  and  put  the  same  into  the  ballot-box, 
the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses,  in  presence  of  the  President 
and  the  other  members,  examined  the  ballot-box,  and  it  appear- 
ing that  there  was  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  William  Killen, 
E^uire,  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  said  Court,  and  a  majority  of 
votes  in  &vor  of  John  Evans,  Esquire,  as  second  Justice  of  the 
said  Court,  and  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  John  Cook,  Esq'r, 
as  third  Justice  of  said  Court, 

Whereupon  the  said  William  Killen,  John  Evans,  and  John 
Cook  are  declared  duly  elected  and  appointed  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court  for  the  State. 

Then  the  President  and  members  of  both  Houses  proceeded, 
in  like  manner,  to  ballot  for  a  Judge  of  Admiralty,  ana  it  appear- 
ing that  there  was  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Caesar  Rodney, 
E^uire, 

Thereupon  the  said  Caesar  Rodney  is  declared  duly  elected  and 
appointed  Judge  of  Admiralty. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  June  6th. 

Council  met. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House 
to  put  in  nomination,  to-morrow  afternoon,  persons  qualified  to 
be  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans' 
Court  for  the  County  of  Kent,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Tilton, 
Esquire,  who  hath  declined  accepting  of  the  same  office. 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  ist  time. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  act  for  aiding  the  discontinuance 
of  the  process  in  the  Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the 
Peace,  &c.,  in  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and  Sussex,  was  com- 
mitted, report  sundry  amendments  thereto,  which  were  agreed 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly for  their  consideration. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  nom- 
inating persons  qualified  to  be  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  Coimty  of  Kent, 
&c.,  was  read  the  2d  time,  and  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  following  verbal  message  be  transcribed, 
si^ed  by  the  Speaker,  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  to 
wit: 

A  Verbal  Message  from  the  Council  to  the  Assembly. 

GerUletnen: 

The  Council  beg  to  know  in  what  way  it  doth  appear  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  that  Thomas  Tilton,  Esq.,  of  ICent  County, 
lately  elected  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Orphans'  Court  for  that  county,  hath  declined  accepting  of  the 
same  office,  or  what  evidence  the  House  of  Assembly  hath  of  that 
fact 

Ordered^  That  Major  Sloss  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
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with  the  above  bill  and  amendments  thereto  proposed,  also  the 
resolution  and  verbal  message. 

Major  Sloss  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of  As- 
sembly according  to  order. 

The  Council  taking  into  consideration  the  resolves  of  the 
Honorable  the  Congress  of  the  29th  of  April  last  relating  to  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  for  recruiting  the  Continental  Battalion 
of  this  State,  mentioned  in  a  message  from  the  President  of  the 
5th  instant,  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  George  Latimer  and  Robert  Bryan,  Esquires, 
be  a  committee  to  state  an  account  of  the  monies  advanced  for 
recruiting  the  Continental  Battalion  belonging  to  this  State,  to- 
gether with  the  names  of  the  officers  to  whom  the  same  were 
advanced,  and  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  Paymaster  of  the  said 
battalion. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Paymaster  forthwith  call  the  said  officers  to 
account  for  such  monies,  agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
aforesaid. 

Ordered  also.  That  the  said  Paymaster  afterwards  lay  before 
the  said  committee  a  state  of  the  said  accounts,  together  with  the 
vouchers  to  be  produced,  for  their  examination. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  and  orders,  and  propose  to 
them  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  the  House  ol  Assembly 
to  join  the  committee  of  Council  in  the  business  aforesaid,  if 
they  think  proper.    . 

Ordered  also.  That  the  said  George  Latimer  and  Robert  Bryan 
be  appointed  a  committee  to  state  an  account  of  expenditures 
this  State  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Continent,  in  the  stead  of 

iessrs.  Sykes  and  Vandyke,  the  former  committee,  who  are 
absent,  and  now  discharged  from  that  service. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M, 


Council  met. 


A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door» 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House 
appointing  Mr.  Lockwood  and  Mr.  Horsey  a  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts for  the  present  year. 

Also,  a  resolution  to  adjourn  to-morrow  evening  until  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  September  next. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock- 


Saturday.  A.  M..  June  7th. 


Council  met. 


A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  me  following  verbal  mes- 
sage, to  wit : 

**  Gentlemen: 

*'  In  answer  to  your  verbal  message  of  yesterday*  delivered 
"by  Mr.  Sloss,  begging  to  know  in  what  way  it  doth  appear  to 
'*the  Assembly  that  Thomas  Tilton,  Esquire,  hath  declined  ac- 
**  cepting  of  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common 
*  *  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of  Kent,  or  what 
*' evidence  the  House  have  of  that  fact,  the  Assembly  inform 
'  *  the  Council  that  two  of  the  members  of  their  House,  namely  : 
**  Messrs.  Stout  and  Cook,  gave  the  House  to  understand  that 
'*  they  had  frequently  conversed  with  Mr.  Tilton  upon  the  subject 
•*of  his  appointment  aforesaid,  and  requested  him  to  qualify  to 
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*  *  the  said  commission,  and  one  of  them  very  lately,  and  that  he 

*  *  never  gave  them  any  reason  to  believe  he  intended  to  qualify 

*  *  thereto,  and  that  he  had  not  qualified  to  the  said  commission 
**when  the  said  members  departed  from  their  homes  to  attend 
'  *  this  present  sitting  of  the  Assembly,  which  was  three  months 
"after  his  appointment" 

Also,  a  resolution  appointing  John  Barclay,  Jonathan  Robin- 
son, and  William  Hemphill  a  committee,  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  to  join  the  committee  of  Council  for  stating 
an  account  of  the  monies  advanced  for  recruiting  the  Continentsu 
Battalion  belonging  to  this  State,  and  also  in  stating  an  account 
of  expenditures  by  this  State  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Continent, 
in  the  room  of  Messrs.  Thompson,  Jones,  and  Robinson,  ap- 
pointed for  that  service  on  the  19th  of  February  last,  they  being 
engaged  in  other  public  business. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  returned  the  bill  entitied 

**An  act  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 
Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  &c.,'* 

With  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the  Council,  to 
which  the  House  of  Assembly  agreed. 

The  Council  consent  that  the  said  bill  be  enacted  into  a  law. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  above  bill  and  its  amendments. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  according  to  order. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  verbal  message  from 
the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  evidence  that  has  appeared 
of  Mr.  Tilton's  declining  to  accept  of  the  office  of  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  ana  Orphans*  Court  for  the  County 
of  Kent 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  postponed  till  it  is  known  whether 
the  House  of  Assembly  will  recede  from  their  resolution  to  ad- 
journ this  evening. 
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A  ncmber  from  theHoaseof  AflBenifaif^  iftrwling  at  tbc  door, 
adnriftrf  aod  recamed  to  die  Chair  the  iaflovin^  bi3  passed 
Ml,  to  wit: 


'^Aa  act  for  asdxn^  the  cfiKoathmaiKe  of  the  process  in  the 
Comt  of  Gfmend  Qaaiter  Scssioas  of  die  Peace  and  Goal  De- 
Kiresy  in  the  G^ositiei  of  New  Casde  and  Smwer,  and  for  other 
poipofes  thereifl  mentiooed,'' 

AlfO  delivered  the  report  of  the  joint  unnmiiripr  far  settfing 
and  accosting  public  accounts,  to  wit: 

''The  joint  committee  appointed  far  set^ig  and  acgnsdi^ 
poMsc  accoonti  r«ort  diat  they  have  rraminrd  the  accoonts 
of  bit  Excellency  John  McKinlj,  Esonire,  and  diere  is  doe  to 
him  a  balance  of  ;^  707  :  2  :  9,  allowed  him,  on  a  farmer  settle- 
ment, as  Military  Treasurer  of  New  Castle  Coantr ;  and  £  4S, 
as  §igner  of  the  late  paper  currency,  and  ;^  20,  it  being  the  in- 
terest of  jC  755  for  3  mondis  and  3  weeks,  and  sundry  other 
•oms  advanced  by  him  since,  as  t:^'  his  accounts  appear,  and 
the  ftirther  sum  of  ;^7i3  :  11  :  o,  together  with  commissions 
on  ;^  1,113  :  II  '^f  ^  ^}i  V^  cent,  the  whole  amounting  to 
;^  1,516:  10:3. 

"Your  committee  do  further  report,  that  on  examining  an 
account  exhibited  by  John  Gowes,  Esquire,  do  find  a  balance 
due  him  of  ;^io  for  attending  the  press  when  printing  money  ; 

"To  Samuel  Crossan,  on  the  examination  of  his  account,  a 
balance  due  to  him  of  /  20.  which  he  is  entitled  to  receive  upon 
his  producing  a  certifiaite  from  a  Justice  proving  the  ^icts  set 
forth  in  his  account  with  respect  to  a  horse  lost  in  the  service  ; 

"  To  Jonathan  Robinson  the  sum  "  * 

Ordered,  That  Col  Collins  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  several  allowances  made  by  that  House  to  the  report  of 
the  joint  committee  and  concurrence  of  Coimcil  thereto. 

Also,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of 
the  process  of  the  Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the 
Peace,  &c.,"  as  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

*  A  memonuidttm  here  nyi :  <'  Get  from  Mr.  Booth,"  and  then  follows  a 
long  blank  space  for  iniertlng  other  items. 
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A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolution, 
to  wit: 

'*  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Saturday,  June  7th,  1777. 
"On  motion, 

^* Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  be 
*  *  inipowered  and  required  to  draw  on  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan 
**  Offices  for  this  State  respectively,  or  any  of  them,  for  the  sums 
**  agreed  to  by  the  General  Assembly  to  be  due  to  the  persons 
**  hereafter  mentioned  upon  the  reports  of  committees,  out  of  the 
**  sum  of  £  10,000,  struck  and  given  for  the  defence  of  this  State 
"in  pursuance  of  an  act  entided  'An  act  for  printing  and  emit- 
**ting  £  15,000  in  Bilk  of  Credit  of  this  State,  to  be  let  out  on 
'*  loan,  and  for  striking  the  further  sum  of  £  10,000  in  such  bills 
"far  the  use  of  the  State  and  for  providing  a  fund  for  sinking 
"the  same,'  he  taking  receipts  for  said  draughts  : 

"ToCapt  Bassett, £       20  16  3 

"To  Mr.  President, 1516  10  3 

"To  Samuel  Crossan  (on  his  complying  with  the 

"  terms  prescribed  by  the  committee),    .    .  20  o  o 

"  To  James  Adams,      216  13  i 

**To  John  Baning, i  10  o 

**To  Gen.  Rodney,  Col.  Collins  and  Jas.  Latimer,  123  15  o 

"ToCoL  Collins  and  John  Thompson,  Esq.,     .    .  38  10  o 

" To  Thomas  McKean,  Esq., 20  2  6 

£  1957  17  I 

"In  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 
"Saturday,  P.  M.,  June  7th,  1777. 

*' On  motion, 

'^Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
**the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  bill  entided  'An  act  for  aid- 
**ing  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the  Courts  of  General 
"Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Goal  Delivery  in  the  Coun- 
*'ties  of  New  Castle  and  Sussex,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
** mentioned,'  " 
18 
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Ordered^  That  Major  Sloss  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  above  resolution  and  concurrence  of  Coimdl  thereto. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported,  &c.* 
*  Thus  ends  Mr.  Clay's  jonrnal. 


MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL. 


OCTOBER,  1777. 


VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  m  the 
County  of  Kent,  on  Monday,  the  twentieth  day  of  October, 
Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven, 
a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  compose  a  House  not  attend- 
ing, adjourned  from  day  to  day  till 

Thursday,  October  23,  1777. 
The  following  members  appeared  in  the  Council,  viz : 
For  New  Castle  County — George  Read,  Nicholas  Vandyke. 
For  Kent  County — Thomas  Collins,  John  Baning. 
For  Sussex  County — John  Jones. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of  New 
Casde  of  the  election  of  a  Counsellor  to  fill  the  vacant  seat  of 
Richard  Cantwell,  Esq.,  who  had  the  smallest  number  of  votes 
at  the  General  Election  in  October,  1776,  being  delivered  at  the 
table,  it  appears  that  the  annual  election  for  the  said  county  was 
hdd  on  the  first  day  of  October,  instant,  at  the  Academy,  m  the 
Town  of  Newark,  m  the  County  of  New  Castle,  in  pursuance  of 
a  proclamation  issued  for  that  purpose  by  the  Honorable  Thomas 
McKean,  Esauire,  Speaker  ol  the  late  House  of  Assembly  and 
President  of  me  State,  in  the  absence  of  President  McKinly  and 
the  Vice  President,  by  reason  that  the  situation  of  the  British 
fleet  and  army  at  and  near  the  Town  of  New  Casde  rendered  it 
impracticable  to  hold  the  election  there.  Mr.  Peter  Hyatt  was 
chosen  a  member  of  the  Council  for  New  Castle  County  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Cantwell,  and  Mr.  Hyatt  appeared  in  the  House. 
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The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of 
Kent  being  laid  on  the  table,  it  appears  that  Richard  Bassett, 
who  had  the  smallest  number  of  votes  at  the  former  General 
Election  for  the  said  county,  was  reelected  a  member  of  the 
Council  for  the  County  of  Kent  on  the  first  day  of  this  instant 
October.     Mr.  Bassett  appeared  in  the  House. 

On  motion, 

Agreed  unanimously  that  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  be  chosen 
annually. 

Then  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and 
George  Read,  Esquire,  was  unanimously  chosen. 

The  Speaker  in  the  Chair,  Mr.  Benjamin  Vining  was  appointed 
Clerk  and  Nathaniel  Smithers,  Jun.,  Messenger  and  Doorkeeper. 

Mr.  Bassett  and  Mr.  Hyatt,  the  two  members  chosen  at  the 
last  General  Election,  took  the  oath  and  subscribed  the  declara-  . 
tion  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article  of  the  Constitution 
of  this  State.    .  [Sf^  note  on  page  70.] 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  letter  from  the  Honorable 
Thomas  McKean,  Esq.,  late  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  President  of  the  State,  in  trie  absence  of  Mr.  President  Mc- 
Kinly  and  the  Vice  President,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the 
first  time. 


Friday,  October  24,  1777. 

Council  met. 

Benjamin  Vining,  as  Qerk  of  the  Council,  appeared  in  the 
House,  took  the  oath  and  subscribed  the  declaration  prescribed 
by  the  twenty-second  article  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State, 
and  also  took  the  oath  of  office  as  Clerk  of  this  House.  [See 
note  on  page  II,'] 

On  motion  and  order, 
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The  letter  from  the  Honorable  Thomas  McKean,  Esquire, 
Speaker  of  the  late  House  of  Assembly  and  President  of  the 
State,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  President  McKinly  and  the  Vice 
President,  was  read  a  second  time  and  committed  to  Messrs. 
Vandyke,  Bassett,  and  Jones,  to  report  thereon. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  October  25,  1777. 

Council  met 

A  petition  from  divers  of  the  inhabitants,  freeholders  and  elec- 
tors of  the  County  of  Sussex,  complaining  that  they  and  other  the 
freeholders  and  electors  of  that  county,  on  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber last  past,  were  prevented  from  electing  Representatives  for 
the  said  county  to  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  and  also 
of  Sheri&  ana  Coroners  for  the  ensuing  year,  by  divers  other 
persons,  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  with  an  armed  force, 
was  delivered  in  at  the  table,  and,  on  motion,  read  the  first  time. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  letter  from  the  Honorable  Thomas 
McKean,  Esquire,  as  President  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  President 
McKinly  and  the  Vice  President,  was  referred,  now  made  their 
report,  which,  on  motion  and  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and,  after 
some  debate,  it  was  recommitted. 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  petition  from  divers  of  the  freeholders  and  electors  of 
Sussex  County,  complaining  that  the  general  election  for  repre- 
sentatives for  die  said  county  was  prevented  to  be  held  by  an 
vmed  force,  was  read  a  second  time  and  referred  for  considera- 
tioQ. 

A^umed  to  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  October  27,  1777. 
Council  met  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  October  28,  17.77. 

Council  met. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  report  on  Saturday  was  recom- 
mitted, now  brought  in  their  report,  which,  by  order,  was  read 
the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  October  29,  1777. 

Council  met,  and,  on  motion  and  order,  the  report  of  yester- 
day was  read  a  second  time  and  approved,  in  the  following  words, 
viz : 

The  committee  of  Council  to  whom  a  letter  from  the  Honorable 
Thomas  McKean,  Esq.,  late  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
President  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Delaware  State,  was 
recommitted,  do  now  report — 

That  the  present  situation  of  public  affairs  in  this  State  requires 
that  600  mihtia  be  raised  as  speedily  as  possible  for  the  protection 
and  defence  thereof,  who  are  to  continue  in  service  for  two  months, 
unless  sooner  discharged  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  be  fur- 
nished in  the  following  proportions,  viz  :  300  non-commissioned 
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officers  and  privates  in  New  Castle  County,  to  consist  of  6  com- 
panies of  50  men  each,  viz :  2  sergeants,  2  corporate,  i  drum- 
mer, I  fifer,  and  44  privates,  to  be  commanded  by  i  captain,  i 
lieutenant,  and  i  ensign ;  200  do.  in  Kent  County,  and  100  do. 
in  Sussex  County,  to  be  officered  in  the  same  manner  ; 

And  WHEREAS  the  representatives  of  the  several  counties  in 
this  State  have  not,  and  in  appearance  cannot  form  themselves 
into  a  House  for  transacting  ot  the  public  business,  therefore  from 
the  necessity  of  immediately  providing  for  the  payment  and  sup- 
port of  the  aforesaid  troops,  the  committee  report  the  following 
resolution,  to  be  entered  into  by  Council,  viz  :  That  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  to  draw  the 
sum  of  ;^5,ooo  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Trustee  of  the  Loan  Office 
of  Kent  County,  and  be  by  him  applied  for  the  uses  aforesaid; 
and  that  the  Council  on  their  part  do  promise  and  engage  that 
they  will  hereafter  concur  with  the  Assembly  in  providing  a  fund 
for  the  replacing  the  said  sum. 

Your  committee  do  further  report  a  resolution,  to  be  adopted 
by  Council,  recommending  it  to  the  President  to  draw  the  balance 
of  the  ;^io,ooo  emitted  for  the  support  of  this  State,  and  apply 
the  same  in  discharge  of  the  debts  due  to  the  militia  heretofore 
called  out. 

Your  committee  do  further  report  that,  in  their  opinion,  a 
committee  of  three  persons  be  appointed  to  receive,  examine 
and  adjust  the  accounts  of  expenses  which  have  accrued  and  be- 
come due  to  the  Militia  of  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and  Kent 
for  former  service,  viz  :  Robert  Bryan,  Robert  Armstrong,  and 
Thomas  Montgomery,  gentlemen  ;  and  also  that  a  committee  of 
three  persons,  viz  :  John  Jones,  John  Rodney,  and  John  Clowes, 
gendemen,  be  appointed  in  the  County  of  Sussex  to  receive,  ex- 
amme  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  expenses  which  have  accrued 
and  become  due  to  the  Militia  of  said  county  for  former  service, 
and  make  report  thereof  to  the  President,  who  is  to  pay  the  same 
accordingly. 

Your  committee  do  also  recommend  that  a  certified  copy  of 
the  foregoing  resolutions  be  made  out,  and  the  approbation  of 
such  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Assembly  as  are  or  may  be 
in  town  signified  by  their  subscribing  the  same. 

On  motion, 
19 
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Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  preceding  report  and  resolutions 
be  made  and  delivered  to  the  members  of  Assembly  now  in  town, 
to  be  signed  by  them,  signifying  their  approbation  of  this  pro- 
ceeding of  the  Council,  and  that  Mr.  Vandyke  and  Mr.  Bassett 
attend  them  for  this  purpose* 

Messrs.  Vandyke  and  Bassett,  having  returned,  delivered  at 
the  table  the  copy  of  the  report  and  resolutions  aforesaid,  with 
the  following  subscription,  to  wit : 

We*  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  being  members  of 
the  Assembly  for  the  Delaware  State,  do  approve  ofthe  foregoing 
report  and  resolutions,  and  do  engage  to  support  the  measures 
proposed  therein  at  all  times  hereafter,  both  in  our  private  and 
public  capacities.    Witness  our  hands  this  igth  of  October,  1777  : 


Sam'l  Patterson, 
James  Black. 
William  Clark, 
Isaac  Lewis, 
Robert  Bryan, 
Jacob  Stout. 


Richard  Lockwood, 

Samuel  West, 

Jehu  Davis, 

John  Clavton, 

Wm.  Molloston, 

George  Cragheao, 

Robert  Armstrong, 

And  signed,  this  4th  December,  1777^  by  Charles  Ridgely. 

Thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  several  resolutions  mentioned  in  the  fore- 
going report  be  adopted  by  this  House  and  forthwith  carried  into 
execution. 

Then  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  settlement  of  the  per  diem 

wages  and  mileage  of  the  members  and  the  accounts  of  their 
officers  for  the  present  meeting,  and  the  following  allowances 
were  made,  viz  : 

To  George  Read  {Speaker),  Nicholas  Vandyke, 
Peter  Hyatt,  Thomas  ColUns,  John  Bawing, 
Richard  Bassett,  and  John  Jones,  Esq'rs,  for 
nine  days'  attendance  and  mileage,    .    .    .    , 

To  Benjamin  Vining,  Clerk,  ,    .    .    , 

To  Nathaniel  SmitJiers,  Jun,»  Doorkeeper,    .    .   . 


/  46   I  I  o 
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Ordered^   That  the  Speaker  draw  orders  on  the  Trustee  of 
Sussex  County  for  the  payment  of  the  several  sums  aforesaid. 

Whereupon  the  said  orders  were  drawn  and  signed  by  the 
Speaker. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  till  the  first  day  of  December  next. 
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VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THr 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELWVARE  STATE. 


At  a  mecdx^  ai  die  CauncD  at  die  Town  of  IV^'CT,  in  the 
Coantv  of  Kent,  by  ac^oomiDrat,  on  Moixiay,  the  fast  day  of 
Deocmber.  Anno  Damini,  1777.  a  scdBdent  number  of  meinbers 
to  composae  a  House  not  anending,  the  Coondl  adjkwmed  till  to- 
mofTOw. 


Tuesday.  December  2d,  1777, 

The  fbUoving  members  appeared,  viz  : 

/vr  Nnr  Cms/le  Omn/y — Geoi^  Read   {S^f^ratrf).   Ni^rhoUs 
Vandyke,  Peter  H>-att. 

/vr  Xtm/  Coimfy — Thomas  Collins,   John   Baning,    Richani 
Bassett 

And  adjourned  till  to-morrom-.  ^ 


152  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


Wednesday,  December  3d,  1777. 

The  Council  met,  and  Col.  John  Jones,  a  member  for  Sussex 
County,  appeared  in  the  House. 

The  Representatives  of  the  Counties  not  having  formed  them- 
selves into  a  House  of  Assembly,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day 
to  day  till  Monday,  the  8th  of  December,  1777. 


Monday,  December  8th,  1777. 

The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,   10 
o'clock. 


Tuesday,  December  9th,  1777. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members  as  on  last  Wednes- 
day, except  Mr.  Jones. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  were  read. 
On  motion 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  that  part  of  the  proceeding  of  the 
Council  respecting  the  raising  and  pay  of  600  Militia  within  the 
State,  for  its  protection  and  defence,  and  also  the  appointment  of 
committees  for  adjusting  the  accounts  of  expenses  of  former  ser- 
vice of  the  Militia  of  the  State,  with  the  mode  recommended  for 
discharging  the  same,  be  made  out  and  sent  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, with  a  mq^sage  from  the  Council  setting  forth  the  rea- 
sons that  induced  them  to  adopt  the  said  measures,  and  recom- 
mending it  to  the  House  of  Assembly  to  make  such  provision  in 


r^  idJLmikis:  5C^:x.  " 


n  prspoK  £  aiBopi:  of  s&d:  maaagt  sue  ravct  :dit  sttii»t  tt  iktt 
tkhr,.  iir*nr. 


The  Cmna!  ma.     Some  of  die  inemiieiv  jOKsidin^  the  C^'Wi^ 
moesc 


The  Connd!  mrt.    The  saxne  iDonScaPS  presirnT  «i  or.  x^^erAiy 

The  comzxunee  apooiDted  to  prejiarr  die  limi^ht  oe  ji  inc«ssj^  ti^ 
tbe  House  cf  AasesnbtiT  nov  de&i«r&d  osie  in,  juid  the  sjune  bevr^ 
read  TO  fdqed  to  be  tnnscrSwd  jmd  ^j^Md  by  the  5f«Miker. 
aod  IS  ID  these  irards.  to  vit : 

GrnOamemz 

The  Coancil  heagmith  tnnsmh  a  «^J*  «>l  their  resiohiticwi^  oi 
the  29di  October  bes,  directii^  the  nosai^  oa  nx>  troo|i$  m  ithin 
this  Slate  ibr  die  pcotecdon  and  deieoce  thereof'  Ami  pixnidii^ 
far  die  payment  and  support  of  said  trmpis^  and  aI^^  App^^intinj^ 
committees  to  receK*e,  examine  and  ai^ust  the  accxxints  of  ex- 
penses  vfaich  had  accnied  and  hecome  due  to  -the  Militia  i^^  the 
Mate  for  former  service,  with  the  mode  ^^xlmInended  tor  dis* 
char|gmg[  the  i 
20 
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As  the  Representatives  of  the  several  Counties  in  the  State  did 
not  form  themselves  into  a  House  for  transacting  of  the  public 
business,  the  Council,  on  their  part,  were  induced  to  adopt  the 
measures  contained  in  said  resolutions  to  prevent  the  persons  of 
the  inhabitants  near  the  water  from  being  seized  and  taken  pris- 
oners and  their  property  plundered  by  the  crews  of  the  enemy's 
ships  of  war,  which  then  were  in  the  Delaware;  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
ille^l  and  pernicious  trade  carried  on  with  the  enemy  by  the  in- 
habitants ol  this  State  ;  and  to  remove  the  complaints  made  by 
the  Militia  of  non-payment  for  former  services,  which  the  Council 
were  apprehensive  would  not  only  tend  to  delay  the  raising  said 
troops,  out  also  prevent  the  Militia  from  turning  out  in  cases  of 
emergency. 

The  Council  now  recommend  it  to  your  honorable  House  to 
take  the  said  resolutions  into  your  consideration,  and  make  such 
further  provision  in  the  premises  as  you  may  judge  necessary, 
consistent  with  the  Laws  and  Constitution  of  tne  State. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Collins  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  message  and  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  this  House 
of  the  29th  October  last  respecting  the  raising  and  pay  of  the 
600  Militia  within  the  State  for  its  protection  and  defence,  and 
also  the  appointment  of  committees  for  adjusting  the  accounts  of 
expenses  of  former  service  of  the  Militia  of  the  State,  with  the 
mode  recommended  for  discharging  the  same. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

A  committee  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  were  admitted  and  delivered  the  following  verbal  message, 
to  wit: 

That  the  House  of  Assembly  had  chosen  their  Speaker,  and 
were  now  ready  to  proceed  on  any  business  that  the  Council 
should  think  fit  to  lay  before  them. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petition  from 
divers  of  the  inhabitants,  freeholders  and  electors  of  Sussex 
Coimty,  complaining  of  their  being  prevented  from  electing 
Representatives  for  that  County  to  uie  General  Assembly,  and 
also  of  Sheriff  and  Coroners,  for  the  ensuing  year,  by  an  armed 
force,  and  thereupon 


TEL  ZMZJi^jki^L  5ta!:tl  3777^  35^ 

cVwtbkI  T5ac  m  nuiiin'mft  ^  %ii>iiuiip>d  t^  Iro^  in  Ji  hi  ie 

iar  liie  rirrrijc  of  Shrrife  auc  Caranes^  ir  ibe  ch^xuzh:  X'ear ; 

and 

Xfsnbted,  Hue  ^>e  petsbcm  jdicncsaud.  midi  ^le  pa^«s^  jOKTidn^ 
lie  ssix»e.  heaexnioibeHcuse  oc  Asscsnhhr  »  ^or  persskl.  jokJ 
liiai  dxat  Hoose  ht  ritqiieaed  to  s^i^vnnt  a  rcnnminjpe  tc^  rcmJw 
w&  R  cammixxK  cc  Comidl  cm  ^  sabiec:  maner  oe  die  swd 
piednan  -miio  s^uH  sieveralhr  report  ibeneoai. 

CWrriB^.  Thsd  Mr.  Bsmx^  m-ai vm  lie  Hoiix»  oc"  AsswrnbiK 
wiii  Tht  said  pesibcic  and  a  copy  oc"  lie  iane§\>w:  order  an^ 

\Vbo.  boz^  resnTDed.  rexxsned  diax  be  bad  dd&i'cred  tbe  saise 
acoonfingto^xier, 

Hesmhed,  Tkat  Mr.  VazKh-ke,  Mr.  Basscti.  and  Mr.  CoISns  be 
a  coimzmxee  to  briz^  m  ^le  boll  aioresaid  ior  boldii^  an  e>ecticm 
in  Sussex  Conntv  at  some  <d>ort  dav. 


AdioarDcd  tiH  ^  o^dcNiL. 


EoDEM  DiK,  R  M. 
TbeConDcfl  meL 


A  member  from  tbe  House  of  Assembhr,  attendii^  at  the 
door,  vas  admitted  and  ddivered  to  the  Chair  a  **  Bill  to  remedy 
the  loss  of  dh^ers  Public  Seals  of  Office  in  the  County  of  New 
Castle,**  vbich,  by  ocxler,  vas  read  the  first  time. 

And  also  the  following  resohition,  to  wit : 

"  Ik  the  HocrsE  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 

••Wednesday,  P.  M,,  December  la  1777. 
'Xes^iped,  Thai  Messrs.  Cnghead,  Lockwood,  and  BUck  be 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Col.  Jones,  who  had  been  absent,  now  appeared  in  Council. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  resolve  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
of  Wednesday  last,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts for  the  present  year,  was  referred,  do  now  report  it  as  their 
opinion  that  the  following  message  be  sent  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, to  wit : 

Gentlemen : 

The  Council  have  taken  your  resolution  of  Wednesday  last, 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Accounts  for  the  present 
year,  into  consideration,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  whole  busi- 
ness cannot  be  well  executed  by  one  committee.  By  the  gen- 
erality of  the  appointment,  accounts  between  this  State  and  the 
United  States,  future  accounts  of  the  Militia  within  this  State, 
Loan  Office  accounts.  Military  Treasurers'  accounts,  with  some 
others,  will  be  included.  This,  we  apprehend,  was  not  intended 
by  you ;  but,  if  so,  we  cannot  consent  thereto.  To  state  the 
accounts  of  expenditures  by  this  State  for  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Continent  will  be  a  tedious  business,  requiring  knowledge,  atten- 
tion and  care,  and  it  may  be  too  burthensome  to  exact  any  other 
service  of  the  committee  who  may  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
Therefore  we  submit  it  to  you  whether  it  is  not  necessary  to  ap- 
point committees  severally  for  the  several  services. 

Which  being  agreed  to, 

Orderedy  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  signed,  and  that 
Mr.  Jones  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

On  motion  and  order. 

The  bill  to  remedy  the  loss  of  divers  Public  Seals  of  Office  in 
the  County  of  New  Casde  was  read  a  second  time,  and,  upon 
consideration  thereof,  divers  amendments  were  proposed  and 
agreed  to. 


VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  by  adjournment,  on  Monday,  the  first  day  of 
December,  Anno  Domini,  1777,  a  sufficient  number  of  members 
to  compose  a  House  not  attending,  the  Council  adjourned  till  to- 
morrow. 


Tuesday,  December  2d,  1777. 

The  following  members  appeared,  viz  : 

Far  New  CustU  County — George  Read  (^Speaker),   Nicholas 
Vandyke,  Peter  Hyatt. 

For  Kent  County — Thomas  CoUins,   John   Baning,    Richard 
Bassett 

And  adjourned  till  to-morrow.  ^ 
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Wednesday,  December  3d,  1777. 

The  Council  met,  and  Col.  John  Jones,  a  member  for  Sussex 
County,  appeared  in  the  House. 

The  Representatives  of  the  Counties  not  having  formed  them- 
selves into  a  House  of  Assembly,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day 
to  day  till  Monday,  the  8th  of  December,  1777. 


Monday,  December  8th,  1777. 

The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,   10 
o'clock. 


Tuesday,  December  9th,  1777. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members  as  on  last  Wednes- 
day, except  Mr.  Jones. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  were  read. 
On  motion 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  that  part  of  the  proceeding  of  the 
Council  respecting  the  raising  and  pay  of  600  Militia  within  the 
State,  for  its  protection  and  defence,  and  also  the  appointment  of 
committees  for  adjusting  the  accounts  of  expenses  of  former  ser- 
vice of  the  Militia  of  the  State,  with  the  mode  recommended  for 
discharging  the  same,  be  made  out  and  sent  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, with  a  mq^sage  from  the  Council  setting  forth  the  rea- 
sons that  induced  them  to  adopt  the  said  measures,  and  recom- 
mending it  to  the  House  of  Assembly  to  make  such  provision  in 
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the  premises  as  they  may  judge  necessary,  consistent  with  the 
Laws  and  Constitution  of  the  State. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bassett  and  Vandyke  be  a  committee 
to  prepare  a  draught  of  such  message  and  report  the  same  in  the 
afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met.     Some  of  the  members  attending  the  Com- 
mittee, 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  December  loth,  1777. 

The  Council  met.   The  same  members  present  as  on  yesterday. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  draught  of  a  message  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  now  delivered  one  in,  and  the  same  being 
read  was  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  signed  by  the  Speaker, 
and  is  in  these  words,  to  wit : 

GeniUmen: 

The  Council  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  their  resolutions  of 
the  29th  October  last,  directing  the  raismg  of  600  troops  within 
this  State  for  the  protection  and  defence  thereof,  and  providing 
jfbr  the  payment  and  support  of  said  troops,  and  also  appointing 
committees  to  receive,  examine  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  ex- 
penses which  had  accrued  and  become  due  to  -the  Militia  of  the 
State  for  former  service,  with  the  mode  recommended  for  dis- 
charging the  same. 
20 
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As  the  Representatives  of  the  several  Counties  In  the  State  did 
not  form  themselves  into  a  House  for  transacting  of  the  public 
business,  the  Council,  on  their  part,  were  induced  to  adopt  the 
measures  contained  in  said  resolutions  to  prevent  the  persons  of 
the  inhabitants  near  the  water  from  being  seized  and  taken  pris- 
oners and  their  property  plundered  by  the  crews  of  the  enemy's 
ships  of  war,  which  then  were  in  the  Delaware;  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
illegal  and  pernicious  trade  carried  on  with  the  enemy  by  die  in- 
habitants of  this  State  ;  and  to  remove  the  complaints  made  by 
the  Militia  of  non-payment  for  former  services,  which  the  Council 
were  apprehensive  would  not  only  lend  to  delay  the  raising  said 
troops,  but  also  prevent  the  Militia  from  turning  out  in  cases  of 
emergency. 

The  Council  now  recommend  it  to  your  honorable  House  to 
take  the  said  resolutions  into  your  consideration^  and  make  such 
further  provision  in  the  premises  as  you  may  judge  necessaryg 
consistent  with  the  Laws  and  Constitution  of  the  State. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Collins  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  message  and  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  this  House 
of  the  29th  October  last  respecting  the  raising  and  pay  of  the 
600  Militia  within  the  State  for  its  protection  and  defence,  and 
also  the  appointment  of  committees  for  adjusting  the  accounts  of 
expenses  of  former  service  of  the  Militia  of  the  State,  with  the 
mode  recommended  for  discharging  the  same. 

Who,  being  returnedp  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order, 

A  committee  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  were  admitted  and  delivered  the  following  verbal  message, 
to  wit: 

That  the  House  of  Assembly  had  chosen  their  Speaker,  and 
were  now  ready  to  proceed  on  any  business  that  the  Council 
should  think  fit  to  lay  before  tJiem. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petition  from 
divers  of  the  inhabitants,  freeholders  and  electors  of  Sussex 
County,  complaining  of  tlieir  being  prevented  from  electing 
Representatives  for  that  County  to  me  General  Assembly,  ano 
also  of  Sheriffs  and  Coroners,  tor  the  ensuing  year,  by  an  armed 
force,  and  thereupon 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,   1777-  155 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  holding  an  election  in  that  county,  at  a  short  day,  for  the 
choosing  of  Representatives  to  the  General  Assembly,  and  also 
for  the  election  of  Sheriffe  and  Coroners,  for  the  ensuing  year ; 
and 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  aforesaid,  with  the  papers  attending 
the  same,  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  tneir  perusal,  and 
that  that  House  be  requested  to  appoint  a  committee  to  confer 
with  a  committee  of  Council  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  said 
petition,  who  shall  severally  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  wait*on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  petition  and  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  order  and 
resolve. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Bassett,  and  Mr.  Collins  be 
a  committee  to  bring  in  the  bill  aforesaid  for  holding  an  election 
in  Sussex  County  at  some  short  day. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  **  Bill  to  remedy 
the  loss  of  divers  Public  Seals  of  Office  in  the  County  of  New 
Castle,"  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

And  also  the  following  resolution,  to  wit : 

"In  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 

**  Wednesday,  P.  M.,  December  10,  1777. 
''Resolved^  That  Messrs.  Craghead,  Lockwood,  and  Black  be 
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' '  a  Committee  of  Accounts  for  the  present  year  ;  and  tliat  Mr. 
"Craghead  wait  on  the  Council  and  propose  to  them  the  ap- 
'*  pointment  of  a  committee  of  their  body  to  Join  the  committee 
•*of  this  House  in  the  business  referred  to  them,  if  they  think 
"proper/* 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock. 


Thursday.  A.  M..  December  iith,  1777. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  member  as  on  yesterday. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  I>ecember  12th,  1777. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  holding  an  elec- 
tion in  Sussex  County  at  some  short  day,  now  delivered  one  in. 
which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  special  order. 

The  same  was  read  the  second  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed, 
and  ordered  to  be  transcribed,  and  that  Mr.  Banmg  wait  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  with  the  transcribed  bill  for  their  consideration 
and  concurrence. 

A  message  from  the  Vice-President  to  the  General  Assembly, 
respecting  3ie  advance  of  a  sum  of  money  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
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Pope,  to  purchase  clothing  for  the  Delaware  Battalion  in  the  Con- 
tinental service,  was  delivered  at  the  table,  and,  by  order,  read 
the  first  time. 

On  motion  and  order, 

The  resolve  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Wednesday  last,  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Accounts  for  the  present 
year,  was  referred  to  Messrs.  Bassett  and  Vandyke,  to  report 
thereon  to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  December  13th,  1777. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

A  member  fi-om  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  certain  resolutions  for  the 
borrowing  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  on  the  credit  of  the 
State,  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Charles 
Pope,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  in  the  purchase  of  clothing  for 
the  Delaware  Regiment 

Which,  by  order,  were  read,  and  an  amendment  proposed  by 
way  of  addition  to  the  last  resolve  being  agreed  to,  the  same  was 
transcribed. 

Orderedy  That  Mr.  Hyatt  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  resolutions  and  the  amendment  proposed  thereto  for  their 
consideration  and  concurrence. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
acx:ording  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Col,  Jones,  who  had  been  absent,  now  appeared  in  Council. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  resolve  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
of  Wednesday  last,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts for  the  present  year,  was  referred,  do  now  report  it  as  their 
opinion  that  the  following  message  be  sent  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, to  wit  1 

Genikmeii : 

The  Council  have  taken  your  resolution  of  Wednesday  last, 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Accounts  for  the  present 
year,  into  consideration,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  whole  busi- 
ness  cannot  be  well  executed  by  one  committee.  By  the  gen- 
erality of  the  appointment,  accounts  betw^een  this  State  and  the 
United  States,  future  accounts  of  the  Militia  within  this  State, 
Loan  Office  accounts,  Military  Treasurers'  accounts,  with  some 
others,  will  be  included.  This,  we  apprehend,  was  not  intended 
by  you  ;  but,  if  so,  we  cannot  consent  thereto.  To  state  the 
accounts  of  expenditures  by  this  State  for  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Continent  will  be  a  tedious  business,  requiring  knowledge,  atten- 
tion and  care,  and  it  may  be  too  burthensome  to  exact  any  other 
service  of  the  committee  who  may  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
Therefore  we  submit  it  to  you  whether  it  is  not  necessary  to  ap- 
point committees  severally  for  the  several  ser\'ices. 

Which  being  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  signed,  and  that 
Mr.  Jones  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

On  motion  and  order, 

The  bill  to  remedy  the  loss  of  divers  Public  Seals  of  Office  in 
the  County  of  New  Castle  was  read  a  second  time,  and,  upon 
consideration  thereof,  divers  amendments  were  proposed  and 
agreed  to. 
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Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  by  Mr.  Bassett 
to  the  Assembly. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

It  appearing  to  the  Council  that  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  General  Assembly,  at  their  meeting  in  January  last,  to  pro- 
cure the  making  and  engraving  of  a  Great  Seal  of  this  State, 
have  not  yet  completed  that  business,  and  that  the  Seal  of  New 
Castle  County,  ordered  by  the  General  Assembly  to  be  the  Great 
Seal  of  this  State  pro  tempore  until  the  seal  to  be  procured  as 
aforesaid  should  be  delivered  to  the  President,  hath  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  still  is  in  their  possession,  by  means 
whereof  there  is  not  at  this  time  any  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to 
affix  to  laws  and  commissions  ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  ancient  Seal  of  the  County  of  Kent,  dated 
'83,  shall  be  held  and  deemed  to  be  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State 
pro  tempore,  until  the  Great  Seal  ordered  to  be  made  and  en- 
graven as  aforesaid  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  State. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  this  resolve,  for  their  concurrence. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  Chair  a  *  *  Bill  for  reviving  the 
Levy  Court  and  Court  of  Appeal  for  the  County  of  New  Castie, 
and  for  reestablishing  the  process  in  the  Supreme  Court  through- 
out the  State,  and  for  occasional  adjournments  or  removals  of  the 
Courts  from  the  County  Towns;'*  and  a  **  Bill  directing  the  choice 
of  Assessors  for  the  present  year  in  such  Hundreds  in  the  County 
of  New  Castle  where  Assessors  have  not  been  chosen  a^eeable 
to  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes  therem  men- 
tioned," for  the  consideration  and  concurrence  of  Council. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  A,  M,,  December  15th,  1777, 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday. 

On  motion  and  order, 

The  * '  Bill  directing  the  choice  of  Assessors  for  the  present 
year  in  soch  Hundreds  in  the  County  of  New  Castle  where  As- 
sessors have  not  been  chosen  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  State, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  was  read  the  first 
time. 

Ordered  also, 

That  the  ' '  Bill  for  reviving  the  Levy  Court  and  Court  of  Ap- 
peal for  the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  for  reestablishing^  the 
process  in  the  Supreme  Court  throughout  the  State,  and  for 
occasional  adjournments  or  removals  of  the  Courts  from  the 
County  Towns,*'  have  its  first  reading,  which  was  done  accord* 
ingly. 

On  motion  and  order, 

The  "  Bill  directing  the  choice  of  Assessors  for  the  present  year 
in  such  Hundreds  in  the  County  of  New  Castle  where  Assessors 
have  not  been  chosen  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned,*'  was  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered  also, 

That  the  '*  Bill  for  reviving  the  Levy  Court  and  Court  of  Ap- 
peal for  the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  for  reestablishing  tne 
process  in  the  Supreme  Court  throughout  the  State,  and  for  oc- 
casional adjournments  or  removals  of  the  Courts  from  the  County 
Towns/'  have  its  second  reading,  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  both  the  said  bills  be  committed  to  Messrs. 
Collins,  Vandyke,  and  Jones,  to  report  thereon. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly  returned  to  the  Chair 
the  resolution  for  adopting  the  ancient  Seal  of  Kent  County  as  the 
Great  Seal  of  this  State  pro  tempore,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,   1777-  l6l 

House  of  Assembly  thereto ;  and  also  the  bill  to  remedy  the  loss 
of  divers  Public  Seals  of  Office  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  with 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council,  to  which  the  House  of 
Assembly  also  agreed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

A  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolution, 
to  wit: 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

''Monday,  December  lo,  1777. 
**On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow  in  the  forenoon, 
''adjourn  for  this  present  sitting  to  some  future  day." 

''Ordered,  That  Major  Bryan  wait  on  the  Council  with  a  copy 
"  of  the  above  resolution  respecting  the  adjournment  of  the  Gen- 
" eral  Assembly." 

Which  being  read  and  considered. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  Council  be  named  to  confer 
with  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  of  the 
said  resolution. 

Whereupon  Messrs.  Vandyke  and  Bassett  were  appointed. 

Ordered  also.  That  Mr.  Vandyke  deliver  the  following  verbal 
message  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  to  wit : 

Gentlemen: 

The  Council  having  received  a  notice  from  your  House  of  their 
intention  to  adjourn  to-morrow  in  the  forenoon,  do  apprehend 
that  the  business  now  before  them  and  necessary  to  be  completed 
before  the  rising  of  the  General  Assembly  cannot  be  eone  through 
by  the  time  limited  by  you  ;  therefore  the  Council  do  propose  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  their 
House  to  confer  with  Messrs.  Vandyke  and  Bassett,  a  committee 
of  Council,  on  the  subject  of  the  adjournment,  as  proposed  by  the 
House  of  Assembly. 
21 
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Mn  Vandyke^  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered 
the  same  according  to  order. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly  informed  the  Chair 
that  Messrs.  Patterson,  Craghead,  and  Br>^an  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  Council  as  to  the  time 
of  adjourning. 

The  said  committee  of  conference  met  and  agreed  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  House  of  Assembly  to  reconsider  their 
resolution  for  adjourning  to-morrow  in  the  forenoon. 

A  message  from  the  Vice-President  to  the  General  Assembly, 
with  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  14th  of  November  last,  res- 
pecting the  sufficiency  of  the  force  within  the  State  to  prevent  the 
disaffected  from  furnishing  the  enemy  with  provisions,  and  also  a 
request  for  a  speedy  representation  of  the  State  in  Congress,  was 
delivered  at  the  table,  and,  by  order,  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  CoL  Collins  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 

and  propose  to  them  the  choosing  of  Delegates  for  this  State  to 
Congress  for  the  ensuing  year,  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses, 
to-morrow,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order, 

Mr.  Bassett  having  applied  for  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days, 
it  is  granted  to  him. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  message 
from  the  Assembly,  to  wit : 

"A  Message  from  the  Assembly  to  the  Council. 

*  *  Gentlemen  : 

**The  House  of  Assembly  have  taken  into  their  consideration 
**your  proposition  relative  to  the  choice  of  Delegates  from  this 
**  State  to  Congress,  and  think  it  expedient  that  both  Houses 
**  should,  previous  to  the  election,  meet  and  put  in  nomination 
**  persons  qualified  for  Delegates  to  Congress,  agreeable  to  the 
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**  mode  heretofore  used  by  both  Houses  in  such  cases;  and  there- 
**fore  this  House  propose  to  the  Council  to  meet  at  10  o'clock 
**  to-morrow  mommg,  at  such  place  as  the  Council  may  think 
''proper." 

Which,  being  read,  was  agreed  to,  and  the  following  answer, 
drawn  up  at  the  table,  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  to  wit : 

An  Answer  from  the  Council  to  a  Message  from  the. 
Assembly. 
GerUlemen  : 

The  Council  agree  to  the  meeting  proposed  by  the  House  of 
Assembly  at  10  o'dock  to-morrow  morning,  to  put  in  nomination 
persons  who  shall  be  balloted  for  as  Dele^tes  to  Congress,  and 
that  the  place  of  meeting  be  in  the  Council  Room. 

Mr.  Hyatt,  appointed  to  deliver  the  same,  reported  that  he  had 
so  done  according  to  order. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  was  admitted  and  informed  the  Chair  that  the  House  of 
Assembly  acceded  to  the  place  of  meeting  fixed  by  the  Council. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  December  i6th,  1777. 

The  Council  met     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday 
^cept  Mr.  Bassett,  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  December  17th,  1777, 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Cla>^on,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending 
at  the  door«  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  me  follo^;ving 
message,  to  wit : 

"A  Message  from  the  Assembly  to  the  Council. 

**The  House  of  A^embly,  being  unable  to  meet  yesterday 
* "  by  the  absence  of  one  of  their  members,  could  not  attend  the 
**  Council  for  the  purpose  of  putting  in  nomination  persons  quali- 
•*  fied  for  Delegates  to  Congress,  agreeable  to  the  joint  resolution 
'*of  both  Houses,  do  therefore  propose  to  meet  tlie  Council 
'*  forthwith  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  ;  and  they  also  propose  to 
"your  honorable  House  that  both  Houses  proceed  to  the  elec- 
**tion,  by  joint  ballot,  at  3  o*  clock.  P.  M» 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House. 

•'SAM*L  WEST,  speaker, 

**  Dover,  17th  December,  1777/' 

Which  bein^  read,  the  Council  agreed  to  the  time  of  nomina- 
tion and  ballotmg  for  Delegates  as  proposed  in  the  said  message. 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
inform  them  thereof,  and  that  the  Council  are  now  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  House  of  Assembly  in  the  Council  Room* 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

The  Council  and  Assembly  being  met  in  the  Council  Room, 
to  put  in  nomination  persons  who  are  to  be  balloted  for  as  Dele- 
gates to  Congress,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  on  a  mo- 
tion made  that  the  General  Assembly  do  fix  upon  the  number 
of  Delegates  that  shall  represent  the  State  in  Congress  the  en* 
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suing  year,  previous  to  the  putting  any  person  in  nomination  it 
is  unanimously  agreed  that  three  persons  shall  be  chosen  for  this 
service. 

Then  the  members  proceeded  to  put  in  nomination  divers  per- 
sons, whose  names  bemg  taken  down  for  the  consideration  of  the 
members  of  both  Houses,  the  General  Assembly  adjourned  till 
3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  General  Assembly  met. 

Then  the  members  of  both  Houses  proceeded  to  the  ballot, 
which,  being  taken  down,  it  appeared  that  Caesar  Rodney,  Nich- 
olas Vandyke,  and  Thomas  Mckean,  Esquires,  had  a  majority  of 
voices,  and  are  declared  duly  elected  Delegates  from  this  State  to 
Congress  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Then  the  members  of  Assembly  withdrew. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bills  directing  the  choice  of  Asses- 
sors for  the  present  year  in  such  Hundreds  m  the  County  of  New 
Casde  where  Assessors  have  not  beefi  chosen  agreeable  to  the 
laws  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  and 
also  the  bill  for  reviving  the  Levy  Court  and  Court  of  Appeal  for 
the  County  of  New  Casde,  and  for  reestablishing  the  process  in 
the  Supreme  Court  throughout  the  State,  and  for  occasional  ad- 
journments or  removals  of  the  Courts  from  the  County  Towns, 
were  committed,  report  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  subject  matter 
of  the  said  two  bills  hath  relation  to  each  other  and  ought  to  be 
formed  into  one  bill ;  and  the  committee  further  report  that  they 
essayed  the  draught  of  such  a  bill,  bv  way  of  amendment  to  the 
said  two  bills,  which  they  submit  to  the  correction  of  the  Council. 

On  motion  and  order, 

The  said  bill  of  amendment  was  read  the  first  time. 
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By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and,  after 
some  amendments,  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Orderedy  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  transcribed  biU  for  their  consideration  and  concur- 
rence, 

Mr.  Brj^an,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  atteodin^ii^, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  **  Bill  invpoi^'ering  the 
President  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Delaware  State  to  draw 
out  of  the  Loan  Office  of  Kent  County  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
pounds  ;"  and  also  the  resolutions  for  borrowing  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds,  on  the  credit  of  the  State,  to  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pope  to  purchase  clothing  for  the 
Delaware  Regiment,  with  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Coun- 
cil by  way  of  addition  to  the  last  resolve^  to  which  the  House  of 
Assembly  had  agreed,  and  accordingly  added  a  fiirther  resolu* 
tion,  setting  forth  the  loan  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  by  Vincent  Loockerman,  and  charging  this  State 
with  repayment  of  the  same  with  interest 

Council  adjourned  till  Friday  morning,  lo  o* clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  December  19th,  1777. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members  as  on  Wednesday, 
and  also  Mr.  Bassett. 

On  motion. 

The  resolutions  for  borrowing  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
on  the  credit  of  the  State,  and  for  repaying  the  same  with  inter- 
est, were  read  and  concurred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  to  wit ; 

'*  In  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  StatEp 
"Friday,  P.  M.,  December  12th,  1777. 

^* Resolved^  That  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
"be  borrowed  upon  the  credit  of  this  State,  and  that  the  Vice* 
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"  President  sign  certificates  to  the  person  or  persons  lending  the 
"same. 

''Resolved,  That  this  House  will  devise  wajrs  and  means  for  the 
**  repa)rment  to  the  lender  or  lenders  thereof 

''Resolved,  That  the  said  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
"pounds  be  put  into  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Charles 

*  •  rope,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  in  the  purchase  of  clothing  for 

*  *  the  Delaware  Regiment  aforesaid,  and  that  Colonel  Pope  be 
"accountable  for  the  expenditure  thereof  to  the  General  Assem- 
"bly,  or  to  the  President  or  Vice-President  of  the  State  for  the 
**  time  being  in  the  vacation  of  Assembly,  in  order  that  the  State 

*  *  may  have  the  said  sum  refiinded  by  Congress. 

"Wednesday,  P.  M.,  December  17th,  1777. 

"It  appearing  to  the  House  that  Vincent  Loockerman^  of 
**  Dover,  m  the  Cdunty  of  Kent,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  Decem- 
**ber  instant,  had  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Vice-President  of 
**this  State,  in  pursuance  of  tfie  joint  resolution  of  both  Houses, 
''made  on  Saturday  last,  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
''pounds,  lawfiil  money,  for  the  use  of  this  State. 

"Resolved,  That  this  State  be  chargeable  with,  and  the  same 
"is  hereby  made  chargeable  with  the  said  seven  hundred  and 
"fifty  pounds,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Vincent  Loockerman,  his 
"executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  at  any  time  within  one 
"year  firom  this  date,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per 
"annum,  bom  the  sixteenth  day  of  December,  instant,  until  the 
"same  be  repaid. 

"Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bryan  wait  on  the  Council  with  the  reso- 
"ludons  for  the  borrowing  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  upon 
"the  credit  of  the  State,  and  putting  the  same  into  the  hands  of 
"Lieutenant  Colonel  Pope  to  purchase  clothing  for  the  Delaware 
"R^^ent,  and  inform  them  that  this  House  has  acceded  to  the 
"amendment  proposed  thereto,  and  that  he  deliver  a  copy  of  the 
"last  resolution  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

On  motion  and  order. 

The  bill  empowering  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief 
to  draw  out  of  the  Loan  Office  of  Kent  County  the  sum  of  five 
Aousand  pounds,  was  read  the  first  time. 
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Bf  i|>ecial  order  die  aame  was  read  aaeooad  tine  and  dicre- 
irnoa  commmed  to  Mewn    BasBdt  and  Vandyke  to   report 


The  cooinisttee  report  cfiweis  aniemlinriits  as  necessary  to  die 
said  bSl,  wfakfa,  being  read,  were  severallj  s^^reed  to. 

Ordered,  That  die  said  bifi,  widi  die  amendments,  be  sent  to 
die  Hifoae  of  AsKmbiy  far  tlicir  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Cciofod  Jones  is  appointed  far  this  purpose,  and  also  to  return 
the  rcsokmotts  far  tne  borronii^  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  on  tfaecredit  of  die  State,  and  far  the  rqnyii^  the  same, 
with  the  concurrence  of  die  Council  thereto. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  ddivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

A^oumed  dll  3  o'dod^  P.  M. 


EoDEH  Die,  P.  M. 

On  motion  and  order, 

That  a  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  the  Dele^tes  to  the 
Qingress,  as  chosen  on  Wednesday,  the  17th  insL,  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  expressing  the  powers  they  are  to  be  invested 
with,  be  drawn  up  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their 
concurrence,  which,  being  done  and  transcribed,  was,  by  order, 
read  and  agreed  to,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Whereas  Caesar  Rodney.  Nicholas  Vandyke,  and  Thomas 
McKean,  Elsquires,  have  been  chosen,  by  joint  ballot  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Assembly,  to  represent  the  Delaware  State  in  the 
Continental  Congress, 

Resolved,  That  they,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby 
fully  authorized  and  empowered,  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  State, 
to  concert,  agree  to,  anci  execute  any  measure  which  they  or  he, 
together  with  a  majority  of  the  Continental  Congress,  shall  judge 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  1777-  1 69 

necessary  for  the  defence,  security,  interest,  and  welfare  of  this 
State  in  particular  and  America  m  general;  with  power  to  ad- 
journ to  such  times  and  places  as  shaU  appear  most  conducive  to 
the  public  safety  and  advantage. 

Mr.  Hyatt  is  ordered  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
same  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Armstrong,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tending at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a 
**Bill  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  General  Assembly,*' 
which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and,  upon 
the  vote,  postponed. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the 
door,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  certificate  of 
the  appointment  of  the  Delegates  to  the  Congress,  as  chosen  on 
Wednesday,  the  17th  instant,  in  the  General  Assembly,  express- 
ing the  powers  they  are  to  be  invested  with,  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereto. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
message  fi-om  the  Assembly,  to  wit : 

**A  Message  from  the  Assembly  to  the  Council. 
^'Gentlemen: 

"This  House  having  sent  to  the  Council,  on  Wednesday 
**last,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence,  a  bill  entitled  *An 
''act  empowering  the  President,  Vice-President,  or  Commander- 
-in-Chief, to  draw  out  of  the  Loan  Office  of  Kent  County  the 
"sum  of  five  thou^md  pounds,  part  of  the  sum  emitted  by  an 
*'act  entitled,  *An  act  for  printing  and  emitting  fifteen  thousand 
''pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State,  to  be  let  out  on  loan, 
"and  for  striking  the  further  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  in 
"such  bills  for  the  use  of  this  State,  and  for  providing  a  fund  for 
"sinking  the  same;'  *  and  the  said  bill  bemg  returned  to  the 
"House  this  day,  by  a  member  of  Council,  with  a  bill  entitled 
"'A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  printing  and 
22 
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* '  emittsag  fifteai  tfaoBsmd  poonds  in  BOb  of  Credk  oftUs  Sttti; 
**  to  be  kt  out  OQ  toaiit  and  far  striktog  tbe  fiirtiicr  stun  of  tm  | 
'*  ttMnmnd  pounds  in  siicii  Idk,  for  tiie  ose  of  this  Swe,  and  far  ] 
''pfDvkfing  a  fiiod  far  Mkiog  the  same/ '  wfakh,  by  a  ¥Cfft»l] 
"  incwoge,  was  aakl  to  be  an  amendment  to  tlie  hrst  mcntiom  " 
**  biD ;  um  beiv  oootrafy  to  the  mode  of  proceed!^  and  in ' 
"tiicfa  cases  by  bodi  Hocises  (k  having  been  usual  heretofare,  as 
"  tliis  House  conceives,  lo  point  out  amendments  partkubxiy  in 
"  writing, )  the  House  of  Assembly  desire  to  know,  by  a  written 
•*  message,  whether  the  said  supplementary  biH  was  intended  as 
"  aroen&tory  of  the  said  iint  mentioned  bill  or  not 

"Dover,  Dec-  19,  1777." 

And  the  same  being  taken  into  consideration,  an  answer  w; 
drawn  up  at  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  s%ned 
by  the  Speaker,  and  b  as  follows,  to  wit ; 

An  Answer  from  the  Council  to  a  Message  from  the 
Assembly, 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council,  when  they  sent  the  bill  entitled  '*A  supple- 
ment to  an  act  ^ftltled  *An  act  for  printing  and  emitting  niteen 
thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  01  this  State,  to  be  let  out  on 
loan,  and  for  striking  the  further  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  in 
such  bills  for  the  use  of  this  State,  and  for  providing  a  fund  for 
sinking  the  same/  *'  intended  the  same  as  an  amendment  to  the 
bill  sent  from  the  House  of  Assembly  entitled  **An  act  empower- 
ing the  President,  Vice-President,  or  Commander-in-Chief  to  draw 
out  of  the  Loan  Office  of  Kent  County  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
poimds,  part  of  the  sum  emitted  by  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for 
printing  and  emiting  fifteen  thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  of 
this  State,  to  be  let  out  on  loan,  and  for  striking  the  further  sum 
of  ten  thousand  pounds  in  such  bills,  for  the  use  of  this  State, 
and  for  providing  a  fund  for  sinking  the  same/  '*  as  appears  by 
the  verbal  message  delivered  by  the  member  of  die  Council  who 
returned  the  original  bill,  together  with  the  amendment.  The 
Council  were  induced  to  this  proceeding,  (tho'  not  stricdy  regu- 
lar,) merely  for  the  saving  of  time.  From  the  notice  sent  by 
your  House,  on  Monday  last,  of  their  intention  to  adjourn,  and 
the  conference  of  the  committees  thereon,  the  Council  apprehend- 
ed that  some  of  the  usual  forms  of  proceeding  must  be  aispensed 
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with,  or  otherwise  much  of  the  business  before  both  Houses  would 
be  left  unfinished ;  however,  we  do  not  mean  or  wish  to  establish 
it  as  a  precedent,  and  if  the  House  of  Assembly  shall  think  it 
necessary  to  return  the  two  bills  thus  sent,  the  Council  will  pro- 
ceed on  the  bill  fi'om  your  House  in  the  usual  mode. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Bassett  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  ad- 
mitted and  returned  the  bill  directinc^  the  cnoice  of  Assessors  for 
the  present  year  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  reviving  the 
Levy  Court  and  Court  of  Appeal  for  the  County  of  New  Oistle, 
and  for  reestablishing  the  process  in  the  Supreme  Court  through- 
out the  State,  and  for  occasional  adjournments  or  removals  of  the 
Courts  fix)m  the  County  Towns,  with  an  amendment,  which, 
being  agreed  to,  was  made  therein. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill  and  inform  them  that  the  Council  acceded  to  the 
amendment  proposed. 

Mr.  Vandyke  returned  and  reported  that  he  delivered  the  bill 
and  message  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ingj,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  reso- 
lution, to  wit : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
•'Friday,  December  19th,  1777. 

'*The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  one  of  the  resolu- 
"tions  of  Council  of  the  29th  of  October,  referred  to  in  a  message 
''from  the  Council  of  the  loth  instant,  which  has  not  been  acted 
"upon  by  this  House,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"That  a  committee  of  three  persons  be  appointed  to  receive, 

"  examine,  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  expenses  which  have  ac- 

"crued  and  become  due  to  the  Militia  of  the  Counties  of  New 

**  Castle  and  Kent  for  former  service,  viz  :  Robert  Bryan,  Robert 

"Armstrong,  and  Thomas  Montgomery,  gentlemen;  and  also 
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"  that  a  comniittee  of  three  persons,  viz  :  John  Jones^  John  Rod- 
*  *  ney,  and  John  Clowes»  gentlemen,  be  appointed  in  the  County 
**of  Sussex,  to  receive,  examine*  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  ex- 
**penses  which  have  accrued  and  become  due  to  the  Militia  of 
**said  County  for  former  service,  and  make  report  thereof  to  the 
' '  President,  who  is  to  pay  the  same  accordingly. 

**And  thereupon 

** Resolved,  That  this  House  concur  in  the  said  resolution, 

** Ordered,  That  the  above  be  transcribed,  and  that  Mr,  Crag- 
'*  head  wait  on  the  Council  and  deliver  the  same* 

Ordered  also,  That  Mr,  Craghead  inform  the  Council  that  this 
**  House  intends,  to-morrow,  in  the  afternoon,  to  adjourn  to  some 
** future  day/' 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  memorial  of  Ephraim  Blaine,  Deputy  Commissary  Gen- 
eral of  Purchase  for  the  Continentiil  Army,  was  read  the  first 
time  and  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  the  Assembly  for  their  pe- 
rusal CoL  Jones  is  appointed  for  this  purpose,  who,  being  re- 
turned, reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same  according  to 
order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Saturday,  A.  M,,  December  20th,  1777, 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion, 

The  resolution  of  Council  of  the  29th  of  October,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  delivered  the  last  even- 
ing, was  read,  and,  upon  consideration,  the  following  message 
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was  drawn  up  at  the  table  and  agreed  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  to  wit : 

GeniUmen: 

We  received  a  resolution  by  member  of  your  House  last  even- 
ing concuring  in  a  resolution  of  the  29th  of  October  last,  for  the 
appointment  of  two  several  committees  for  adjusting  the  accounts 
due  to  the  Militia  of  the  State  for  former  service,  arid  referred  to, 
among  other  things,  in  our  message  to  you  of  the  loth  instant, 
but  without  any  alteration  in  the  form  of  that  part  of  the  resolu^ 
tion  respecting  the  report  to  be  made  by  these  committees^ 
When  the  Council  adopted  this  resolution,  it  was  a  doubt  with 
them  whether  your  House  could  or  would  have  been  formed  in 
the  course  of  the  year,  and  therefore  extremly  uncertain  when  a 
General  Assembly  would  meet;  but  this  being  obviated,  this 
Council  took  an  early  opportunit)r  to  lay  the  whole  before  you, 
wishing  you  to  make  further  provision  and  supply  the  irregular- 
ity of  a  proceeding  adopted  from  necessity.  But  as  the  House 
of  Assembly  have  not  done  more  than  return  a  general  concur- 
rence, the  Council  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  Assembly  a 
reconsideration  of  that  resolution,  and  submit  whether  it  is  not 
necessary  to  direct  the  report  to  be  made  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, in  order  the  allowances  therein  may  receive  such  approba- 
tion as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  and  that  it  may  be  a  voucher  in  the 
State's  account  against  Congress,  without  which  sanction,  we 
doubt,  it  will  not  be  considered  a  proper  voucher.  The  demand 
of  the  State  will  be  considerable,  and  a  risque  of  this  sort  should 
be  avoided  while  in  our  power.  We  beg  leave,  also,  to  remind 
you  that  you  have  not  acted  upon  all  the  resolutions  of  the  29th 
of  October  last  A  material  one  is  omitted,  to  wit :  that  which  re- 
commends it  to  the  President  to  draw  for  the  balance  of  the  ten 
thousand  pounds  emitted  for  the  support  of  the  State  and  apply 
the  same  to  discharge  the  debts  to  be  ascertained  by  the  commit- 
tees aforesaid. 


Ordered^  That  Mr.  Baning  deliver  the  same. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported 
xording  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


CoMncil  met 


CMi 


That  Messrs.   Csesar  Rodney,  James  Syk^»   and 

M.  Coombs  be  a  committee  to  state  an  account  of  the 

tUM4uc&  tJvajsced  by  the  State,  or  on  the  credit  thereof,  for  re- 

*"  '  '  ■  '''     ^'elaware  Battalion  in  the  two  last  campaigns,  and  of 

es  of  the  same ;  and  also  to  state  an  account  of 

iv,  ^:s  c>y  this  State  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 

4t  thif  said  committee  be  empowered  to  send  for  persons, 

|jyi^<i:&  and  thiogs. 

On  uioiioQ, 

Mes^wti^  That  the  Prothonotary  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Plciu»  4or  Kent  County  do  deliver  the  ancient  Seal  of  the  said 
C'  '"  ^  *  i  '83,  used  in  his  office,  unto  the  Vice-President  or 
C  '  1  'Chief  of  the  State,  the  same  seal  being  established 

at  Seal  of  this  State,  until  a  new  one  is  made  and  de- 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  then  it  is  ordered  that 
Uk^  Midi  .doresaid  be  redelivered  to  the  Prothonotary. 

^'  *  "^  by  order^  was  read  the  first  time,  and  agreed  to  be  sent 
t».  jse  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence, 

Owdeped,  That  Col  Collins  deliver  the  said  resolutions  to  the 
Hou^  of  Assembly  for  concurrence. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
accofcfing  to  order, 

Mr,  Armstrong,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tending at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Council 
*'A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  printing  and  emit- 
Ung  fifteen  thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State,  to  be 
U?t  out  on  loan,  and  for  striking  the  further  sum  of  ten  thousand 
Dounds  in  such  bills  for  the  use  of  this  State,  and  for  providing  a 
wnd  for  sinking  the  same,'  *'  with  the  concurrence  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  thereto. 
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Whereas  the  two  months  limited  for  the  service  of  the  600 
Militia  ordered  to  be  raised  by  a  resolution  of  the  Council  of  the 
29th  October  last,  for  the  protection  and  defence  of  the  State,  is 
near  expiring,  and  the  present  situation  of  the  public  affairs  in  the 
State  requires  that  a  standing  body  of  the  Militia  be  kept  up ; 
therefore 

Resolved^  That  the  like  number  of  Militia  be  continued  in  the 
service  of  the  State  for  other  two  months,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  that  they  be  furnished 
in  the  same  proportion  as  by  the  said  resolution  of  the  29th  of 
October  last  is  du*ected. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Vandyke  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered 
the  same  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Stout,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted,  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  of  the 
Council  for  the  appointment  of  Caesar  Rodney,  James  Sykes, 
and  Eleazar  McCombs,  to  be  a  committee  to  state  an  account  of 
the  monies  advanced  by  this  ^State,  or  on  the  credit  thereof,  for 
recruiting  the  Delaware  Battalion  in  the  two  last  campaigns,  and 
of  the  expenditures  of  the  same,  and  of  the  expenditiu-es  of  this 
State  in  behalf  of  the  United  States.  Also  the  resolution  of  Coun- 
cil for  the  delivenr  of  the  ancient  Seal  of  Kent  County  to  the 
Vice-President  And  also  the  resolution  of  Council  for  continu- 
ing 600  Militia  in  the  service  of  the  State  for  other  two  months, 
unless  sooner  discharged  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  each  of  the  said  reso- 
lutions. 

The  bill  entided  *'An  act  to  remedy  the  loss  of  divers  Public 
Seals  of  OflSce  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,*'  and  the  bill  enti- 
ded "A  supplement  to  an  act  entided  *An  act  for  printing  and 
emitting  fifteen  thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State, 
to  be  let  out  on  loan,  and  for  striking  the  further  sum  of  ten 
thousand  pounds  in  such  bills  for  the  use  of  this  State,  and  for 
providinp^  a  fund  for  sinking  the  same,'  "  being  severally  exam- 
med  and  compared,  the  Council  agree  that  the  same  be  enacted 
into  laws. 


f^^  xcsrynat  ^f  raz.  dcaficn  :f 


OfdtfT^  Tiac  Xr   JiUH'iig'X  j^ita  :&e  sane  n  ±e  souse  if 
%e.  L/vtipp^vi^L  ^  lusixber  fTiin  :&e  rasnac:  'if  Li  .iiiiiy   jd- 


SjtTTjir.xT  P.  Ml-  Decsaiber  jc  : 

'^'^  Ta«(  Home  r^;«niue«i  Ae  aMWHfrricIimiL  of  t^ 
fern  Cv«u!if  !^  ^AfTSfrjcL  isar^  'ixgsKSB^m, 

'kjt^^th^d.  That  a  ^.ffimrrage  ^^  Arge  ggr«iBt  be  ;tp^<anTi^  x 
^  t^^^^^  ex;»suae  atuf  a«^ix9C  :&e  arrrnnpf  cf  nrmffi^  vazck 
ifwr-t  >ffrvf^»  ^uid  rjbrxjcoie  4xe  to  ^e  )Bta  cf  ±e  Ccimrr^  cf 
'  Jt^  Ow^rie  a<vi  i&BCC  fcr  £r3ier  serT^ce.  tiz  :  Robert  Brir^n. 
^'  Vry^tT^.  krvmxrrjcugf.  :uul  Thrjaa&  Xoncgomerj.  gmrrrnre:  lod 
"^^  jkW*  ^hat  ^  ^'X/ccaa-xutt  oc  dinse  pcnccs.  t3  :  Jcini  Jones.  Jonn 
"Cbyw<»,  aiui  J<iM  Rcdsiej,  grnrfrmeiL,  be  a^^aiatnl  31  me 
'^Ovont/  </  SwiiitCT,  tir>  r«»sve.  eramfne.  ssd  aiScsc  lae  aaxma 
'  />f  <^^/nM^  ^fisch  {unfit  accrocd  a&d  become  ooe  to  die  Mrlrra 
'"  fd  ^iscA  (l//ntXf  if/F  fejnatr  yerrxst^  and  naiEe  report  dxerecf  to 
'' tfw!;  Oe»^r;k;  AM«»ftbi7  of  DeLnnafe  at  dieff 


*'Rep>tv€d,  That  tbe  Mce-Presdexit  or  Cofmoaoder-xii-Chxf 
**  f/^  Ktr*p<iwered  to  Arvm  for  and  2ipf>H'  die  ralanrr  of  ten  thca- 
"  *Mv1  f/'/mnfU,  f:tmCUsd  ie^  the  S0pf>ort  of  ths  State  by  an  act 
"^trtJtted  'An  act  for  yfattokg  and  emitting  fifteen  tliocsand 
"  fff^rA^  in  Biffe  of  Crtdtt  rA  tii»  State,  to  be  let  otit  oc  knn. 
'';knd  for  %tnkin^  the  farther  smn  of  ten  thousand  pounds  in  such 
*'  Mtk  for  th«  tMe  fAHtm  StaiXt,  and  for  providing  a  fond  for  sznk- 
"  mg  th^  «arm^/  tr/wards  the  discharge  of  die  debts  doe  to  the 
"  liiKtw  h^-rtofore  called  oat" 

Which.  ^^  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Tht  m%mt,  \/y  ^ptdsi  order,  was  read  the  second  time  and  coo- 
fA»rre4  in. 

()r(Ured,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
AiMemMy  with  the  concurrence  of  Council  thereto. 

Wbo^  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  ddivered  the  same 
acc^/rding  to  order. 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  \^^^.  177 

Dr.  Molleston,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill 
entitled  **An  act  to  remedy  the  loss  of  divers  Public  Seals  of 
Office  in  the  County  of  New  Castle  ;**  also  the  bill  entitled  '*A 
supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  printing  and  emitting 
fifteen  thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State,  to  be  let 
out  on  loan,  and  for  striking  the  further  sum  of  ten  thousand 
pounds  in  such  bills  for  the  use  of  this  State,  and  for  providing  a 
fund  for  sinking  the  same;'  ''  and  also  the  "Bill  directing  the 
choice  of  Assessors  for  the  present  year  in  the  County  of  New 
Castle,  and  reviving  the  Levy  Court  and  Court  of  Appeal  for 
the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  for  reestablishing  the  process  in 
the  Supreme  Court  throughout  the  State,  and  for  occasional  ad- 
journments or  removals  of  the  Courts  from  the  County  Towns,'* 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bills  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Council,  which  was  done  accordingly. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws,  to  wit : 

1.  "An  act  to  remedy  the  loss  of  divers  Public  Seals  of  Office 
in  the  County  of  New  Castle  ;" 

2.  **A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  printing  and 
emitting  fifteen  thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State, 
to  be  let  out  on  loan,  and  for  striking  the  further  sum  of  ten 
thousand  pounds  in  such  bills  for  the  use  of  this  State,  and  for 
providing  a  fund  for  sinking  the  same ;'  " 

3.  "An  act  directing  the  choice  of  Assessors  for  the  present 
year  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  reviving  the  Levy  Court 
and  Court  of  Appeal  for  the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  for  re- 
establishing the  process  in  the  Supreme  Court  throughout  the 
State,  and  for  occasional  adjournments  or  removals  of  me  Courts 
from  the  County  Towns  ;" 

Passed  this  session. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  report,  to 
wit:        >  . 
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' '  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
** Saturday,  P.  M.,  December  20th,  1777. 


•*The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Grand  Committee  to  con- 
'  *  sider  of  certain  accounts  brought  in  for  the  service  of  the  State, 
"and  after  some  time  spent  therein  the  Chairman  of  the  Com - 
*'m!ttee  reported  that  they  had  allowed  the  following  accounts, 
'*to  wit: 

"To  the  Honorable  Thomas  McKean,  Esquire,  ^  £  go    o  iij^ 
'*To  James  Sykes,  Esq.,  for  signing  paper  money 

**  and  expenses  in  attending  Congress 55     ^     9 

*'To  Richard  Lockwood  and  John  Clarke.   Es- 

**  quires,  each  £  16,  for  signing  paper  money,  .        32    o    o 
'*To  Philip  Barratt,  Esq.,  Sheriff  of  Kent  County, 

*  *  for  public  services 29    o    o 

'*  To  Thomas  Wild,  Goaler  of  Kent  County,    .    .  6  10    3 

'*  To  James  Booth,  as  Secretary  and  Clerk  of  As- 

'*sembly;  for  former  services,  &c., 42    4    6 

£  254  17    5>4 


Which  said  report  was  agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  sent  to  the  Council  for  concurrence,  and  returned  with  the 

concurrence  of  Council  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Bassett  deliver  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  several  laws  passed  this  session,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Council,  together  with  a  resolve  of  Council  for  affixmg  the  Great 
Seal  to  the  said  laws. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  Taw. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  foUowmg  resolve,  to  wit : 


*'  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Saturday,  P.  M.,  December  20,  1777. 


*'On  motion, 


**Re$olvedj  That  the  Vice  President  and  Commander-in-Chief 
**be  empowered  to  draw  on  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Offices  of 
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"this  State  for  the  several  sums  agreed  by  the  General  Assembly 
*'  to  be  due  to  the  following  persons,  out  of  the  interest  monies 
**  in  the  said  offices,  viz  : 

"To  the  Honorable  Thomas  McKean,  Esquire,    .  ;^90  o  iij^ 

*  *  To  James  Sykes,  Esquire, 55  i  9 

'*  To  Richard  Lockwood  and  John  Clarke,  Esq'rs, 

**;^i6each, 32  o  o 

"  To  Philip  Barratt,  Esquire, 29  o  o 

**  To  Thomas  Wild, 6  10  3 

"  To  James  Booth,  Esquire, 42  4  6 


Which  said  resolve  was  agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  sent  to  the  Council  for  concurrence,  and  returned  with  the 
concurrence  of  Council  thereto. 

Then  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  settlement  of  the  per  diem, 
wages  and  mileage  of  the  members,  and  the  accounts  of  their 
officers  for  the  present  meeting,  and  the  following  allowances 
wert  made,  viz : 

To  George  Read  {Speaker),  Nicholas  Vandyke, 
Peter  Hyatt,  Thomas  Collins,  John  Baning, 
Richard  Bassett,  and  John  Jones,  Esq'rs,  for 
for  21  days*  attendance  and  mileage,    ... 

To  Mr.  Benjamin  Vining,  Clerk, 11196 

To  Nathaniel  Smithers,  Jun.,  Doorkeeper,     ....  400 

To  Mr.  French  Battell,  for  fire,  candles,  &c.,    ...         15    o  o 
To  Mr.  French  Battell,  for  sundry  expenses  of  the 

Council, 150  18  3 

;^  282    91 


;^  100  II  4 


Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  draw  orders  on  the  Trustees  of 
the  Loan  Offices  of  Kent  and  Sussex  for  the  payment  of  the 
several  sums  aforesaid. 

Whereupon  the  said  orders  were  drawn  and  signed  by  the 
Speaker. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  to  the  first  Monday  in  March  next. 


MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL. 


FEBRUARY.  1778. 


VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


SPECIAL  SESSION,  FEBRUARY,  1778. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  by  a  special  order  of  the  Vice-President,  on 
Tuesday,  the  seventeenth  day  of  February,  Anno  Domini  1778, 
a  suffiaent  number  of  members  to  compose  a  House  not  attend- 
ii^,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  till  Thursday,  Feb- 
ruary 19th,  1778. 


Thursday,  February  19th,  1778. 

The  Council  met,  but  a  quorum  of  the  House  of  Assembly  not 
attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  till  Saturday, 
February  21st,  1778. 


Saturday,  February  21st,  1778. 

The  Council  met. 

The  following  members  appeared  in  the  Coimcil,  viz : 

Far  New  CasiU  Counfy-^George  Read  {Speaker),  Nicholas 
Vandyke,  Peter  Hyatt 
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For  Kent  Ccunfy — ^Ridiard  Bassett,  John  Baning,  Thomas 
CoQins. 

Far  Sussex  Cattnfy — CoL  John  Jooes- 

A  message  from  the  Vice-Presklent  to  the  Genend  Assembly, 
re^>ectmg  the  raisiiig  of  the  Militia  Sxx  reinforcing  General  SmaD- 
wood«  at  Wilmington,  in  compHanoe  with  the  requiation  of  his 
Excellency  General  Washington  of  the  19th  of  December  last, 
in  order  to  prevent  zay  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  get  possesskni 
of  that  port*  and  the  n^;lect  of  the  Militia  to  obey  the  orders  ^ 
their  march  owing  to  the  deficiency  c^  the  law ;  and  also  respect- 
ing the  recruiting  of  the  I>elaware  Battalion,  dther  W  drafting 
or  othenn'ibe,  agreeable  to  a  further  requistion  of  his  Excellency 
General  Wai>hington«  oootained  in  his  letter  of  the  lydi  of  Janu- 
axy  last,  together  v-ith  copies  of  the  said  letters,  was  delivered  at 
the  table, 

And,  on  motion  and  order,  the  same  were  read. 

Mr.  Bryan,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending 
at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  die  foUowing 
order  of  that  House,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Saturday,  February  21st,  1778. 

"  The  House  took  into  consideration  that  part  of  the  message 
"from  his  Honor  the  Vice-President,  recommending  measures 
**  to  be  taken  for  the  completion  of  the  Delaware  R^ment,  and 

*  *  thereupon 

*' Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bryan  wait  on  the  Council  and  propose  to 

*  *  them  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  their  body  to  join  with 

*  *  a  committee  of  thb  House  to  consider  of  the  best  methods  for 
' '  the  speedy  completing  of  the  said  r^ment,  who  may  severally 
"report  thereon.*' 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Collins, 
Vandyke,  and  Jones  are  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Council  a 
committee  of  conference  on  the  business  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  this  resolution  of  concurrence  and  appointment 
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Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  Stout,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending 
at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  en- 
titled *'An  act  to  enable  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Sussex  to 
hold  an  election  in  said  county  to  elect  members  of  the  General 
Assembly,  Sheriffs  and  Coroners  for  the  said  county  for  the  en- 
suine  year,"  with  amendments  thereto,  which,  by  order,  were 
read  and  agreed  to,  and  the  amendments  were  accordingly  made 
in  the  bill. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  inform  them  that  the  Council  had  acceded  to  their  proposed 
amendments  in  the  bill  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered 
the  same  according  to  order. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 
Upon  the  question,  it  is 

Resolved^  That  the  seat  of  Daniel  Dingle  in  the  Council  be- 
came vacant  on  the  first  day  of  October  last,  and  the  member  of 
Council  to  be  chosen  under  the  bill  now  passed  for  holding  an 
election  in  the  County  of  Sussex  is  to  supply  that  vacancy. 

It  appearing  to  the  Council  that  Samuel  Shelton  Sloss,  a  mem- 
ber of^  this  House,  died  lately,  on  motion 

Ordered^  That  the  Speaker  issue  a  writ  to  the  Sheriff  of  Sussex 
County,  directing  him  to  hold  an  election  on  the  second  day  of 
March  next  for  the  choosing  a  new  member  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Sloss. 

The  bill  for  the  holding  an  election  in  Sussex  County,  being 
engrossed,  was  read  and  compared  and  passed  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jones  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly for  comparison  and  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  that 
House. 

Mr.  Jones,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
same  according  to  order. 

24 
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Mr.  Stout,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at 
the  door,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the 
holding  an  election  in  Sussex  County,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Assembly. 

Orderedy  That  the  said  bill  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Coimdl,  which  was  done  accordingly. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Vice-President  and  Commander-in-Chief 
afiix  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  act  entitled  **An  act  to 
enable  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Sussex  to  hold  an  election  in 
said  county  to  elect  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  Sheriff, 
and  Coroners  for  the  said  county  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  lo  o'clock. 


Monday,  February  23d,  1778. 

The  Council  met     Some  of  the  members  attending  the  com- 
mittee, the  Coimcil  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  February  24th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Col.  Jones. 

The  committee  of  Council  appointed  to  confer  with  a  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  complet- 
ing^ the  Delaware  Regiment,  now  delivered  their  report  at  the 

le,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 
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Dr<  Ridgely»  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending 
at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  certain  reso- 
lutiODS  founded  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  for 
corapleting  the  Delaware  Regiment,  which,  by  order,  were  read 
the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  were  read  a  second  time»  and  divers 
amendments  bting  proposed  and  agreed  to,  were  ordered  to  be 
transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concur- 
rence. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Hy'att  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  resolutions  and  amendments. 

Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
same  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  February  25th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Dr.  Molleston,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  at* 
tending  :it  the  door,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
Assembly  for  the  completing  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  some  of 
wfaieh  the  House  of  Assembly  agreed  to,  and  to  others  they  pro- 
posed further  amendments. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  foUowing 
notice  of  that  House,  to  wit : 

*'  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
*' Wednesday,  A.  M.,  February  25th,  1778. 

*' Ordered,  That  Mr.  Molleston  wait  on  the  Council  and  inform 
•*  them  that  this  House  proposes,  in  the  afternoon,  to  adjourn  for 
•*ft  few  days,** 


Osm&dC  Vv  due  r«Kaisx40ft,  ixaAA  oil  'nut  r^jtz  zr  -fat  "iiiuur- 
K»  ci'  "jrjdSfs*^^  Yx  ^iTnTy  at  D^far^rar*  RsCTncai  aaif  ar»  of 

Hvai^  wvir:  2/X  b^r*  ^^VwtgT^gsd  to  »»zis  of  tie  sanEn^sasxiS  a 
jHrtC  r  is^  »  ts»  viaaKSA  rwsarEs  ^i^^ag'T'  ss  -p*!  r'usr  :^ 
fiatar*:  of  r  »  froeo  tit  aDC«=6oc  oc'tbt  A^ygrrj  ti-  aiScurr  tras 
adiewx>£  fcr  *  feir  danr*,  tic  OxrxiL  -pro^js/t  zz  tic  Hdcsc  of 
AflKacv^v  4  ^Xfrrsiz-'rte^  of  occfe«=Ke  oc  tie  scrwEcr  "Lr"f  cc  :iie 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bamta  wxt  oa  the  Hoose  of  AsymSSrmidi 

Wbr/,  !>«r^  retttnurf,  reported  the  dcSverr  tberecd 

Mr.  Ckuk«  a  member  from  the  House  of  Aasembhr.  aneoding 
at  the  4»r,  vas  ^Imitted  and  iD^/nned  the  Chair  that  that  Hoose 
a^xeded  to  the  {>ro{>09ed  oooierei^ce.  and  that  Messrs  PUtersoo. 
Kid^^ly,  Gaytoo,  Armstroi^.  and  Lockwood  are  appointed  by 
the  \Wv^  of  Assembly  for  that  purpose. 

And,  on  motion,  Messrs.  Bassett,  Vandyice,  and  Baning  are 
apj>ointed  conferees*  on  the  part  ^  the  CoundL 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  inform  the  House  of  Assembly  of 
Adjourned  till  3  o'dock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met 

Mr.  Lockwood,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tending at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the 
following  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  as  agreed  to  and 
reported  by  the  committee  of  conference  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Wednesday,  P.  M.,  February  25th,  1778. 

"The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of 
**  Council  on  the  amendments  proposed  by  each  House  to  the 
*' resolutions  for  the  completing  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  re- 
**  ported  the  following  resolutions  to  be  adopted  in  the  place  of 
**the  resolutions  before  mentioned,  which  were,  by  order,  read 
**  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  to  wit : 

'* Resolved,  nemine  coniradicente.  That  in  order  to  fill  up  the 
**said  regiment  speedily,  which  appears  to  be  deficient  in  number 
**four  hundred  and  twenty  men,  rank  and  file,  every  officer  be 
V  allowed  thirty-five  dollars  for  each  able-bodied  soldier  he  hath 
**  enlisted  since  the  first  day  of  February  instant,  or  that  he  may 
"enlist  before  the  first  day  of  May  next,  for  the  term  of  three 
"years,  or  during  the  war,  and  who  shall  pass  muster. 

"That  an  additional  bounty  of  forty-five  dollars  be  given  to 
"every  soldier  so  as  aforesaid  enlisted,  or  that  may  be  enlisted. 

"That  the  Vice-President  be  empowered  to  borrow  from  Con- 
"gress,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  State,  forty  thou- 
"  sand  dollars,  to  cany  the  business  aforesaid  into  execution,  and 
"this  House  will  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  repayment  of 
"the  said  sum. 

'^Resolved  also,  That  if  the  said  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars 
"cannot  be  obtained  from  Congress,  that  the  like  sum  be  bor- 
"  rowed  from  private  persons  on  the  credit  of  the  State,  and  that 
"the  Vice-President  sign  certificates  to  the  person  or  persons  who 
"  may  lend  the  same,  and  this  House  will  devise  ways  and  means 
" for  the  repayment  to  the  lender  or  lenders  thereof.'* 
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Which,  by  order,  were  read  the  first  time. 

By  a  special  order  the  same  were  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
curred in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
inform  them  that  the  Council  had  agreed  to  the  said  resolutions. 

Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  done  so  ac* 
cording  to  order. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  tlie  Chair  a  report  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  expenses  accrued  and 
become  due  to  the  Militia  of  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and 
Kent  for  former  serv^ice,  examined  and  approved  of  by  the  House 
of  Assembly,  together  with  divers  vouchers,  for  the  consideration 
and  concurrence  of  the  Council. 

And,  on  motion,  the  same  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o* clock. 


Thursday.  A.  M..  February  26th.  1778, 


The  Council  met 


The  Speaker  informed  the  House  that  he  had  received,  since 
the  rising  of  the  Council  on  the  last  evenings  a  writing,  sub- 
scribed by  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  by  way  of  notice,  that 
the  House  of  Assembly,  on  yesterday,  had  adjourned  to  Wednes- 
day, the  fourth  of  March  next,  which,  by  order,  was  read  and 
filed. 

The  Council  resumed  the  report  from  the  Committee  of  Militia 
Accounts,  and  proceeded  to  the  examination  thereof  with  the 
vouchers,  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  ordered  to  lie  over 
for  further  examination. 

The  Council  adjourned  to  the  fourth  day  of  March  next 


MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL 


MARCH,  1778. 


VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  MARCH,  1778. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  by  adjournment,  on  Wednesday,  the  4th  day 
of  March,  Anno  Domini,  1778,  a  sufficient  number  of  members 
to  compose  a  Mouse  not  attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from 
day  to  day  till  Monday,  March  9th,  1778. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  March  9th,  1778. 
The  Council  met 

The  following  members  appeared  in  the  Council,  viz  : 
Far  New  Castle  Caunfy — George  Read  (^Speaker),  Peter  Hyatt. 
Far  Kent  Caunfy — John  Baning. 
Far  Sussex  Caunfy — Col.  John  Jones,  William  Conwell. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of 
Sussex  of  the  election  of  two  Councillors  to  fill  the  vacant  seats 
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of  Daniel  Dingee,  Esq.,  whose  seat  became  vacant  on  the  first 
day  of  October  last  by  rotation,  and  of  Samuel  Shelton  Sloss, 
Esquire,  who  lately  died,  being  delivered  at  the  table,  it  appears 
that  John  Clowes,  Esq.,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Council  for 
the  County  of  Sussex,  in  the  room  of  Daniel  Dingee,  under  the 
act  of  Assembly  passed  at  this  session  ;  and  that  William  Con- 
well,  gentleman,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Council  for  the  said 
County  of  Sussex,  in  the  room  of  Samuel  Shelton  Sloss,  in  pur- 
suance of  a  special  writ  issued  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council, 

Mr.  Conwell  appeared  in  the  Council,  took  the  oath  and  sub* 
scribed  the  declaration  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  and  then  took  his  seat  in  the 
Council.     \^S€e  note  on  page  ioJ\ 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o* clock* 


Tuesday,  A,  M,|  March  loth,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

A  message  from  the  Vice-President  to  the  General  Assembly, 
respecting  the  reinforcing  General  Washington  with  500  Militia, 
together  with  divers  resolutions  of  Congress  recommending  the 
taking  into  consideration  the  Plan  of  Confederacy  for  the  United 
States  ;  the  raising  the  State's  quota  of  five  millions  of  dollars  in 
the  current  year  by  tax  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  ;  the  reg- 
ulating the  price  of  labor,  manufactures,  internal  produce,  and 
commodities  imported  from  foreign  parts,  and  the  future  supply 
of  clothing  for  the  battalion  belonging  to  the  State,  wa^s  delivered 
at  the  table,  and,  by  order,  read  the  first  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Council  certain  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress recommending  more  effectual  provision  to  be  made  for  the 
detecting  and  punishing  of  deserters  in  the  several  States,  and  a 
letter  from  General  Washin^on,  representing  the  necessity  of  an 
adequate  remedy  for  this  evil ;  and  the  Council,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  **Act  against  desertion  and  harbouring  deserters. 
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or  dealing  with  them  in  certain  cases/'  are  of  opinion  that  the 
penalties  therein  are  too  low,  and  thereupon 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  further  and  more  effectual  detecting  of 
deserters  and  punishing  the  harboiu-ers  of  them. 

And,  on  motion, 

Messrs.  Jones,  Baning,  and  Conwell  are  appointed  a  commit- 
tee for  this  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  March  nth,  1778. 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Collins  appeared  in  the  Council  and  took  his  seat.  Some 
of  the  members  attending  the  Committee,  the  Council  adjourned 
till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  March  12th,  1778. 
The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  Tuesday. 
Mr.  Vandyke  appeared  and  took  his  seat  in  Council. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
further  and  more  enectual  detecting  of  deserters  and  punishing 
the  harbourers  of  them,  now  delivered  one  at  the  table,  which, 
by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  special  order. 

The  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and,  sundry  amendments 
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being  proposed  and  agreed  to,  the  same  passed  the  Council,  and 
ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Baning  is  appointed  for  this  purpose,  who»  being  returned, 
reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning.  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  March  13th,  1778. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

General  Patterson,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly, 
attending,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
resolve,  to  wit : 

*'  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Friday,  A.  M.,  March  13th,  1778. 

** Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  a 
*'  committee  of  Council  on  the  subject  matter  of  a  resolution  of 
"Congress  of  the  22d  of  November  last,  recommending  to  the 
"Legislatures,  or,  in  their  recess,  to  the  Executive  authority  of 
"the  respective  States,  to  cause  subscriptions  to  be  opened  for 
'  *  the  loan  of  monies  to  be  invested  in  certificates  from  the  respec- 
**tive  Continental  Loan  Offices." 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Van- 
dyke ant!  Jones  are  appointed  the  conferees  on  tlie  part  of  the 
Council  to  join  a  like  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  House  of 
Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  resolutions  with  the  concurrence  and  appointment  of  the 
Council. 
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Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress respecting  the  regulating  of  the  price  of  labor,  manu&c- 
tures,  internal  produce,  and  commodities  imported  from  foreign 
parts,  and  thereupon 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  purposes  in  the  said  resolutions  men- 
tioned. 

And,  on  motion,  Messrs.  Vandyke,  Collins,  and  Hyatt  are  ap- 
pointed a  committee  for  this  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  March  14th,  1778. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conwell  for  leave  of  absence  till  Monday 
next,  the  same  is  granted  to  him. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  March  i6th,  1778. 
Council  met  and  adjourned  till  Tuesday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  March  17th,  1778. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Clowes,  a  member  of  the  CouncU  for  Sussex  County,  ap- 
peared in  the  Council,  took  the  oath  and  subscribed  the  declara- 
tion prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article  of  the  Constitution 
of  this  State,  and  then  took  his  seat  in  the  Council.  [^See  note  an 
page  70.] 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending 
at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for 
the  further  and  more  effectual  detecting  of  deserters  and  punish- 
ing the  harbourers  of  them,  with  some  amendments,  to  which  the 
Council  agreed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and  that  Mr.  Bassett 
inform  the  House  of  Assembly  that  the  Council  have  acceded  to 
the  proposed  amendments. 

Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  so  done  ac- 
cording to  order. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  resolve  of  Congress  of 
September  3d  last,  recommending  to  the  several  States  to  take 
efiectual  measures  for  importing  or  otherwise  procuring,  during 
the  ensuing  winter,  such  supplies  of  arms,  tents,  or  other  military 
stores,  blankets,  clothings,  medicines,  and  other  necessary  articles 
for  their  respective  Mihtia,  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  next  cam- 
paign, and  that  they  report  to  Congress  the  species  and  quantity 
of  military  stores  manu&ctured  in  their  respective  States ;  and 
thereupon 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the 
said  recommendation  of  Congress  into  consideration  and  report 
thereon. 

Oo  motion,  Messrs^  Qowes,  Bassett,  and  Jones  are  appointed 
a  committee  for  the  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  March  i8th,  1778. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  brine  in  a  bill  for 
regulating  the  price  of  labor,  manufactures,  intemd  produce,  and 
commodities  imported  from  foreign  parts,  now  delivered  one  at 
the  table,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  .10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  March  19th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Hyztt. 

A  message  from  the  Vice-President  to  the  General  Assembly, 
with  the  copy  of  a  written  paper,  subscribed  by  the  Representa- 
tives from  the  County  of  Sussex,  addressed  to  the  Vice-President, 
was  delivered  at  the  table,  and,  by  order,  read. 

On  motion 

Resolvedy  That  that  part  of  the  said  message  which  relates  to 
the  application  made  to  him  for  his  orders  to  Brigadier  Dagwor- 
thy,  for  the  disarming  of  the  disaffected  in  Sussex  County  and 
the  taking  up  some  of  the  principals,  topfether  with  the  copy  of 
the  written  paper,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  persons  appointed  are  Messrs.  Vandyke,  Collins,  and 
Bassett 

The  bill  against  desertion,  being  engrossed,  was  read  and  com- 
pared and  passed  the  Council. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  comparison  and  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  that 
House. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning.  lo  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  March  20th,  1778. 
The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday » 

Mr.  Baning  now  reported  that  he  had  dehvered  the  bill  against 
desertion  to  the  House  of  Assembly  according  to  the  order  of 
yesterday. 

The  committee  to  whom  part  of  the  message  from  the  Vice- 
President  of  yesterday  was  referred  now  delivered  their  report  at 
the  table,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and,  on 
consideration  and  debate,  the  same  was  rejected,  and  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  agreed  to,  that  is  to  say  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  is  fiilly  convinced  that  some  of  the 
disaffected  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Sussex  have  taken  up 
arms,  much  to  the  terror  of  the  good  people  of  said  county  and 
the  encouragement  of  the  British  forces  to  land  and  make  excur- 
sions there ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Council  that,  for  the 
restoring  peace  and  harmony  in  said  county,  the  President  of 
this  State  issue  his  orders  immediately  to  General  Dagworthy  to 
disarm  and  take  the  ammunition  from  all  the  disaffected  inhabit- 
ants of  the  said  County  of  Sussex, 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  that  the  recmiting  officers 
have  committed  great  abuses  in  tlie  said  County  of  Sussex, 

Resolved,  That  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  be  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  foundation  of  the  said  complaints*  and  prevent  such  con- 
duct in  future. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  foregoing  resolutions  for  their  consideration  and  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Clowes,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
same  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  March  21st,  1778. 
The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
The  Council  adjourned  to  the  25th  of  this  instant,  March. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  by  adjoiunment,  on  Wednesday,  the  25th  day 
of  March,  Anno  Domini  I778»  a  quorum  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly not  attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  till 
Friday,  March  27th,  1778. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  March  2jA,  1778. 

The  CouncS  met 

The  following  members  appeared  in  the  Coandl,  viz  : 

For  New  Castle  Counfy — George  Read  {JSpeaker\  Nicholas 
Vandyke,  Peter  Hyatt 

Far  Kent  County — Richard   Bassett,  Thomas  Collins,  John 


Far  Sussex  County— John  Jones,  John  Gowes. 

General  Patterson,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tending  at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill 
entided  "An  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  Government,'*  for 
the  consideration  and  concurrence  ik  the  Coimdl,  which,  by 
order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  Council  resumed  the  connderadon  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  for  adjusting  the  accounts  of  the  Militia  of  New  Casde 
and  Kent  Counties  for  past  service,  and  several  amendments  were 
proposed  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  those 
amendments  and  draught  a  message  to  the  House  of  A^embly, 
assigning  the  reasons  for  making  the  same. 

And  thereupon  Messrs.  Bassett  and  Clowes  are  appointed  for 
this  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  March  28th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  the  amendments  as  pro- 
posed in  the  Council  to  the  report  of  t5ie  committee  for  adjusting 
the  accounts  of  the  Militia  for  New  Castle  and  Kent  Counties  for 
past  services,  and  also  to  draught  a  message  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly assigning  the  reasons  for  making  the  same,  now  delivered 
their  report,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and  sev- 
eral amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to.  The  said  message 
and  amendments  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

1.  In  the  general  account  for  New  Castle  County,  No.  i  and 
line  4  fi-om  the  top,  dele  the  words  [bounty  in  Jerseys,]  and  insert 
instead  thereof  [pay  and  retained  rations  m  September,  1777.] 

2.  After  the  charge,  in  same  account,  by  Capt.  William  Rob- 
inson, No.  3,  insert  [of  which,  it  appears  by  his  account,  that  he 
received  of  George  Latimer,  the  Paymaster,  ;^  72  :  10  :  o.] 

3.  After  the  charge,  in  same  account,  by  William  Woodland, 
No.  14,  insert  [of  which,  it  appears  by  his  account,  that  he  re- 
ceived of  George  Latimer,  the  Paymaster,  ;^  10  :  o  :  o.] 

4.  After  the  chaise,  in  same  account,  by  Leonard  Vandegrift, 
No.  20,  insert  [of  which,  it  appears  by  his  account,  that  he  re- 
ceived of  Captain  Peter  Hyatt  £s  •  o  •  o.] 

5.  In  the  same  account,  under  the  head  Col's  Cantwell*s  Bat- 
talion, No.  4,  Captain  William  Moody's  Pay-roll,  ;^I58  :  10  :  10, 
deduct  35s.,  a  charge  of  three  weeks'  service  of  John  Moaris. 

6.  In  the  general  account  for  Kent  County,  No.  i  and  line  2d 
from  the  top,  dele  the  words  and  figures  [Charles  Eustace,  for 
medicines  for  said  troop,  ;^20.]  * 

The  said  message  follows  in  these  words,  viz  : 

Gentlemen: 

The  reasons  inducing  the  Council  to  propose  to  your  Jfonora- 
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bit  Hc«se  tije  axa^sidbKszts  to  the  rcjorr  of  the  axnrfrtec  ice 
aid^asdo^  the  s^cgc^sst?  of  tiae  M-?na  oc"  Ner  Osu  23^2  Ken 
Counties  fee  psati  ysarnots.  hererridi  sent,  are  as  ibCjov.  to  vit : 

As  to  tiie  nnt  anaendmcsiL  for  that  the  charge,  as  stared  =3  the 
gental  ^^axmn.  25  ik4  varrstnted  by  the  roochcr,  h  being  ibr  pav 
and  recaaied  rataons,  instead  of  a  boontj  in  Jc 


As  to  the  seoood  amendment,  tfaeCooncil  oocxxireit  neGCssaiy 
to  Aomrupm  the  fvie  of  the  genenl  aoooont  tibe  sum  that  tibie 
party  chai^g^ii^  hath  already  received :  otheimae  he  may  receive 
a  certificate  from  the  President  for  the  vhc^  smn  there  carried 
out,  wfascfa  win  entitle  him  to  the  pa3rment  thereoC  therefore  he 
win  be  in  part  paid  tvice  for  the  same  service. 

As  to  the  third  and  fourth  amendments,  die  same  reasons  as  in 
the  second. 

As  to  the  fifth  amendment,  it  appeals  by  the  information  of 
one  of  the  field  oflkers  of  diat  bat^Jion,  3ia^  Vandyke,  that 
the  diarg:e  of  35s.  made  for  John  Mearis,  in  Captaia  Moody's 
account,  for  three  weeks'  service,  is  wrong,  and  cMight  not  to  be 
aDowed,  he  never  havii^  performed  any  such  service. 

As  to  the  sixth  amendment,  it  appears  diat  the  same  diazge  b 
made  and  allowed  in  Captain  Catty's  accoont,  therefore  oi^;fat 
not  to  be  separately  made  by  Doctor  Charles  Eustace. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  txanscribed,  and  that  the  messa^ 
be  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  deliver  the  same,  with  the  amend- 
ments and  Militia  accounts,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
same  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  A.  M.,  March  30th,  1778. 
The  Council  met     Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday. 

General  Patterson,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly, 
attending  at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair 
the  report  of  the  Committee  for  Militia  Accounts  in  Sussex  Coun- 
ty, agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  sent  for  concurrence. 

On  motion, 

Ordered^  That  the  said  report  and  accounts  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three  to  report  thereon. 

Messrs.  Baning,  H3ratt,  and  Bassett  are  appointed  a  committee 
for  this  purpose. 

Doctor  Ridge])r,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tending, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
order  of  that  House  to  wit : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
'*  Monday,  March  30,  1778. 

''Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ridgely  inform  the  Council  that  the  fol- 
**  lowing  persons  have  been  appointed  conferees,  on  the  part  of 
"this  House,  for  the  purposes  declared  in  a  resolution  of  both 
"Houses  of  the  13th  instant,  viz :  Ridgely,  Craghead,  and  Kol- 
"lock." 

Which  was  read  and  approved  of. 

The  same  member  abo  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
res(rfution  of  that  House,  viz : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Monday,  March  30th,  1778. 

"Whereas  his  Excellency  John  McKinly,  Esq.,  our  worthy 
"  President,  taken  b^  the  enemy  in  September  last,  still  remains 
"a  prisoner,  with  htde  prospect  of  exchange  shortiy,  and  the 
"  Speaker  of  the  Council,  who  acts  as  Vice-President,  requesting 
"  to  be  relieved  from  the  duties  of  that  office,  as  alone  sufficient 
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**  to  employ  the  whole  time  and  attention  of  any  individual  of  the 

'*  State  ;  therefore 

** Resolved,  That  the  place  of  President  of  the  State  be  im- 
'*  mediately  supplied  by  the  nomination  and  appointment  of  the 
* '  General  Assembly, 

**  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ridgely  wait  on  the  Council  with  the 
**forej^oing  resolution  for  their  concurrence,  and  inform  them 
'*that,  if  assented  to,  the  House  of  Assembly  will  meet  the 
"Council  to  put  in  nomination  such  persons  who  may  be  voted 
"for  as  President  at  a  subsequent  meeting  of  both  Houses, 
"agreeable  to  the  mode  heretofore  adopted  and  used.'* 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
curred m. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Clowes  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  foregoing  resolution,  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  and 
inform  them  that  the  Council  will  meet  the  House  of  Assembly, 
in  the  Assembly  Room,  to-morrow  morning,  at  lo  o'clock,  to 
put  in  nomination  persons  who  may  be  voted  for  as  President, 

Adjourned  til!  to-morrow  morning  at  lo  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.»  March  31st,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Conwell  appeared  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Council. 

Mr.  Clowes,  who  was  appointed  to  wait  on  the  House  of  As- 
sembly with  their  resolution  to  put  in  nomination  persons  for  the 
place  of  President  of  this  State,  as  concurred  in  by  the  Council, 
now  reported  the  deliveiy  thereof  according  to  the  order  of  yes- 
terday. 
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Mr.  Peery,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  notice  of 
that  House,  to  wit : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Tuesday,  A.  M.,  March  31st,  1778. 

''Ordered^  That  Mr.  Peery  wait  on  the  Council  and  inform 
**  them  that  this  House  is  now  ready  to  receive  them  and  proceed 
'*  to  the  nomination  aforesaid." 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  Assembly  Room,  and  there  met 
the  House  of  Assembly,  when  several  persons  were  put  in  nom- 
ination for  the  office  of  President  and  their  names  taken  down  for 
the  consideration  of  the  members  of  both  Houses. 

Resolved^  That  the  General  Assembly  meet  in  the  Assembly 
Room,  to  ballot  for  a  President  of  the  State,  at  3  o'clock  this 
afternoon. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  the  House  of  Assembly  in  the  Assembly 
Room  and  there,  in  General  Assembly,  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  a  President  for  the  State,  and  the  members  of  both  Houses,  to 
wit :  eight  of  the  Council  and  sixteen  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
then  present,  having  prepared  tickets,  with  the  name  of  the  Pre- 
sident to  be  appointed,  and  put  the  same  into  a  ballot-box,  the 
Speakers  of  the  two  Houses,  in  the  presence  of  the  other  mem- 
bers, examined  the  ballot-box,  and  it  appeared  that  twenty  votes, 
out  of  twenty-four,  were  in  fevor  of  tne  Honorable  Caesar  Rod- 
ney, Esquire. 

Whereupon  the  said  Caesar  Rodney,  Esquire,  is  declared  duly 
elected  President  of  this  State  for  the  term  of  three  years  next 
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ensuing  and  until  the  sitting  of  the  next  General  Assembly  there- 
after, and  no  longer,  agreeable  to  the  present  Constitution  or 
system  of  government. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  nominate  fiw^  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly  to  wait  on  the  Honorable  Ca:?sar 
Rodney,  Esquire,  and  inform  him  of  his  election  and  appoint- 
ment to  the  office  of  President  of  this  State,  and  know  whether 
he  will  accept  the  said  office,  and  make  report  thereof  to  the 
General  Assembly, 

And  thereupon  Messrs,  Vandyke,  Clowes,  Ridgely,  Patterson, 
and  Bryan  are  appointed  for  this  purpose. 

Then  the  General  Assembly  adjourned  till  to-morrow  rooming 
at  ID  o'clock,  to  receive  the  report  of  the  said  committee. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  lo  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A-  M,,  April  ist,  1778. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Then  the  Council  met  the  House  of  Assembly  in  the  Assembly 
Room  in  order  to  receive  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
yesterday. 

The  committee  delivered  at  the  table  General  Rodney's  an- 
swer, in  writing,  which  was  read,  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz : 

* '  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

**I  received,  yesterday  afternoon,  your  message  declaring 
*'  me  duly  elected  President  of  the  Delaware  State,  and  am  fully 
"sensible  of  the  honor  done  me  by  the  appointment ;  but,  as  1 
**am  too  conscious  of  my  own  inability  to  suppose  your  expec- 
"tation  will  be  answered  by  my  acceptance,  I  hope  I  shall  be 
''excused.     I  think,  nevertheless,  that  at  a  time  like  this  it  is  the 
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**  duty  of  every  member  of  society  to  take  such  part  in  the  civil 
**  line  as  shall  be  assigned  him  by  government,  if  tolerably  quali- 
**  fied ;  therefore,  if  the  General  Assembly  cannot  fix  upon  some 

*  *  other  person  more  equal  to  that  important  duty,  I  shall,  tho' 

*  *  with  the  greatest  diffidence,  accept — in  full  confidence,  however, 
* '  that  your  honors  will  afford  me  every  necessary  aid  in  the  due 

*  *  execution  of  the  laws  and  otherwise  supporting  the  civil  gov- 
*'  emment  as  now  established  under  the  authority  of  the  people  ; 
"and  as  the  provision  made  for  the  President  is  by  no  means  an 
**  ample  one,  that  the  General  Assembly  would  not  wish  to  add 
**  to  the  sacrifice  I  have  already  made  by  much  more  than  ought 
**  to  foil  to  the  share  of  any  one  member  of  the  community. 

**CiCSAR  RODNEY. 
**  Dover,  April  ist,  1778.'' 

Ordered^  That  a  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  General  Rod- 
ney to  the  office  of  President  of  this  State,  signed  by  the  Speakers 
of  the  two  Houses,  and  sealed  with  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State, 
be  made  out  and  delivered  to  General  Rodney. 

Ordered  also.  That  the  same  committee  wait  on  Mr.  President 
Rodney  with  the  said  certificate,  and  inform  him  that  the  General 
Assembly  will  take  into  their  consideration  that  part  of  his  answer 
respecting  a  further  provision  to  be  made  for  the  President  of  the 
State  than  that  which  is  already  made  by  the  laws  of  the  State. 

The  committee  report  that  they  had  delivered  the  aforesaid 
certificate  to  Mr.  President  Rodney,  which  he  accepted,  accord- 
ing to  order. 

Then  the  General  Assembly  adjourned  till  3  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  the  Council  withdrew. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met,  and,  on  motion,  the  bill  for  the  further  secu- 
rity of  the  Government  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  lie 
over  till  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion,  the  bill  for  regulating  and  limiting  the  prices  of 
sundry  articles  of  produce,  &c.,  was  read  a  2d  time  and  ordered 
to  be  recommitted  to  the  same  committee. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  April  2d,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  be  authorized  to 
administer  as  well  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  declaration  of  faith 
as  the  oath  of  office  to  the  Honorable  Caesar  Rodney,  Esquire, 
now  appointed  President  of  this  State,  as  directed  by  the  22d 
section  of  the  system  of  government,  and  that  the  same  be  cer- 
tified into  the  Secretary's  office. 

Resolved  also.  That  the  oath  of  office  be  in  the  form  following, 
to  wit: 

I,  Caesar  Rodney,  do  swear  that  I  will  well  and  truly,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  my  abilities  and  judgment,  execute  the  office 
of  President  of  the  Delaware  State,  agreeable  to  the  Laws  and 
Constitution  thereof,  so  help  me  God. 

Which,  by  order,  was  read. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  foregoing  resolutions  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Baninpf,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
same  accordmg  to  order. 

Adjoiuned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for 
the  further  security  of  the  Government,  which,  by  order  of  yes- 
terday, was  postponed  till  to-day,  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therem,  ordered  to  lie  over  for  further  consideration. 

Mr.  Black,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending 
at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  aforesaid 
resolutions  of  the  Council,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  thereto. 

The  Speaker  of  the  Council  then  waited  on  the  President,  and, 
beings  returned,  reported  to  the  General  Assembly  that  he  had 
administered  as  well  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  declaration  of 
faith  as  the  oath  of  office  to  his  Excellency  Caesar  Rodney,  Esq. , 
President  of  the  Delaware  State,  in  pursuance  of  certain  resolu- 
tions of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  day. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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FridaYi  a*  M.,  April  jd,  1778. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Patterson,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  of  that  House,  to  wit : 

**In  Assembly^  Thursday,  April  2d»  1778. 

''Whereas   the  late  Judge  of  the  Admiralty   is  appointed 

*  *  President  of  this  State,  whereby  the  former  office  is  become 
'  *  vacant ;  therefore 

*' Resolved,  That  the  place  of  Judjje  of  the  Admiralty  be  im- 
'  *  mediately  supplied  by  the  nommation  and  appointment  of  the 
"  *  General  Assembly. 

** Ordered,  That  Mr.  Patterson  wait  on  the  Council  wnth  the 

*' foregoing  resolution  for  their  concurrence^  and  inform  them 
*'that,  if  assented  to,  the  Assembly  will  meet  the  Council  to- 
**  morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  to  put  in  nomination  such 
**  persons  who  may  be  voted  for  as  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  at 
*' a  subsequent  meeting  of  both  Houses,  agreeable  to  the  mode 
'*  heretofore  adopted  and  used/' 

Which,  by  order»  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Clowes  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  foregoing  resolution,  and  inform  them  that  the  Council 
are  ready  to  receive  them  in  the  Council  Room  and  proceed  in 
the  nomination  aforesaid. 

Mr,  Clowes,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  same 
according  to  order. 

The  Doorkeeper  informed  the  Chair  that  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly attended  at  the  door  and  desired  to  be  admitted,  and  they 
were  admitted. 

The  Council  and  Assembly  being  met  in  the  Council  Room 
to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  voted  for  as  Judge  of  the 
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Admiralty  of  this  State,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  on 
motion. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  ^-^^  be  appointed  to  wait  on 
his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  inform  him  that  the  General 
Assembly  are  now  sitting  for  the  purpose  of  putting  in  nomina- 
tion persons  to  be  voted  for  as  Judge  of  tne  Admiralty,  and 
know  whether  his  Excellency  would  choose  to  attend  that  nomi- 
nation. 

Messrs.  Jones,  Hyatt,  Craghead,  Peery,  and  Hall  are  appointed 
for  this  purpose ;  who,  being  returned,  reported  that  his  Excel- 
lency said  he  would  wait  on  the  General  Assembly  immediately. 

The  President  attended  in  the  General  Assembly. 

Then  the  members  proceeded  to  put  in  nomination  divers  per- 
sons, whose  names  were  taken  down  for  the  consideration  of  the 
members  of  both  Houses. 

On  motion,  agreed  that  the  General  Assembly  now  separate 
and  meet  at  3  o'clock  this  afternoon  for  the  purpose  of  balloting 
for  a  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  out  of  the  persons  put  in  nomina- 
tion in  the  morning. 

Mr.  Baning,  a  member  of  the  Council,  delivered  to  the  Chair 
a  message  from  the  President  to  the  Legislative  Council,  which 
follows  in  these  words,  viz  : 

'*  Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council  : 

"Complaint  is  just  now  made  to  me,  as  Commander-in-Chief 
**  of  this  State,  by  Thomas  White,  Esquire,  who  says  a  Conti- 
"nental  officer,  in  virtue  of  an  order  or  resolution  of  Congress, 
**has  taken  him  into  custody,  and,  as  he  believes,  with  a  design 
**to  carry  him  out  of  the  State.  He  says,  further,  that  he  is 
"ready  and  willing  to  answer  to  any  charg^e  alleged  against 
**him,  but  thinks  he  ought  to  be  charged  within  the  State,  &c. 

*'As  the  General  Assembly  is  now  sitting,  I  have  thought 
**  proper  to  lay  this  complaint  before  the  honorable  the  Council 
**for  their  direction.  I  have  also  made  the  House  of  Assembly 
''acquainted  with  it. 

'XiCSAR  RODNEY. 

"April  3d.  1778." 


214  KZ3rrrEi^  ':^  the  oitcscn.  or 

Wiki-  vnr  ortic.  -»»  read. 

Tbe  CaimrT  taJnr^  like  saad  messag^e  mto  crmfSMirrannr , 

Raithitd.  Thsa  tbe  bsisk:  be  leferrcad  to  a  cammiose  go  badi 
HoBBESu  -vdto  aofinr  rqxtft  Kvtxalhr  ^attreon  :  and  tiial  tiie  Hcnzse 
of  AsKxnblT  be  j^^qmsBbesi  Vo  npfKmt  a  oominirtf^f  of  ihrir  Honse 
to  ooDfes-  -nd}  a  oommitlee  ca  Comical  cmd  tibe  sdbjed  mansr  cf 
tiie  nod  fikefiu^e  tluf  aftaryx/iL 

Rtsohed,  That  tJbe  Pr«iad«ot  be  iafonmed  of  tiic  fcc^aung 
rescdatkn,  asd  dbat  st  »  the  opsnkm  of  tbe  Coondl  dial  be  ksoe 
lus  cirden>  V>  the  <^5oer  or  fMktxn  in  vfaose  costodj  Mr.  Wfa^ 
k,  dbtat  be  or  they  d^>  ikA  remove  him  from  tbe  Tcm  of  Dorcr 
tmtil  the  Pret«4eot  itha]}  jpve  ferther  order  therdn. 

Ordered,  ThatMr.  Bacb^  waitootheHooseof  Aasemb^,  and 
ako  00  the  President,  vith  a  00^  of  the  kfngqang  rcsoloDoQs. 

Mr.  HsimnfT^  being  rettimeti  rtpotud  that  be  bad  defirered  tbe 
aocordiflg  to  order. 


Axl^octnied  tiO  3  o  dock.  R  M. 


EoDEM  I>iE,  p.  M. 

The  Council  met 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  wait  on  the  House  oi  Assembly  and 
inhrm  them  that  the  Council  are  ntting  and  are  ready  to  receive 
the  Aiwembly*  when  they  shall  think  fit,  in  order  to  proceed  in 
the  ballot  for  a  Judge  of  the  Admiralty. 

Mr  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  so  done  ac- 
cording to  order, 

Mr.  Hall,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending 
at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  die  Chair  die  resolu- 
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tion  of  this  day  respecting  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
both  Houses  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  President's  message, 
concurred  in  by  the  Assembly,  who  appoint,  on  the  part  of  that 
House,  Messrs.  Craghead,  Patterson,  and  MoUeston. 

And  therefore  Messrs.  Jones  and  Vandyke  are  appointed  con- 
ferees on  the  part  of  the  Council,  to  meet  this  afternoon. 

Mr.  Conwell  is  ordered  to  inform  the  House  of  Assembly  of 
the  foregoing  appointment ;  who,  being  returned,  reported  that 
he  had  so  done  according  to  order. 

The  Doorkeeper  informed  the  Chair  that  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly attended  at  the  door  and  desired  to  be  admitted,  and  they 
were  admitted. 

The  Council  and  Assembly  being  met  in  the  Council  Room, 

On  motion. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  ^v^  be  appointed  to  wait  on  his 
Excellency  the  President  and  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  of 
Assembly  are  now  sitting  for  the  purpose  of  balloting  for  a  Judge 
of  the  Admiralty  and  request  his  attendance. 

Messrs.  Clowes,  Conwell,  Lewis,  KoUock,  and  MoUeston  are 
appointed  for  this  purpose ;  who,  bein^  returned,  reported  that 
the  President  said  that  he  would  attend  immediately. 

The  President  attended  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  the  bal- 
lot being  taken  down,  it  appeared  that  Thomas  Rodney,  Esquire, 
was  imanimously  elected  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  a  certificate  of  the  election  and  appointment  of 
Thomas  Rodney,  Esauire,  to  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Admir- 
alty, be  made  out  ana  delivered  to  his  Excellency  the  President, 
that  Mr.  Rodney  may  be  commissioned  accordingly. 

Agreed  that  the  two  Houses  now  separate. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Militia  accounts  of 
Sussex  County  and  the  report  of  the  committee  for  said  accounts, 
now  delivered  their  report  at  the  table,  which,  by  order,  was  read 
the  first  time. 


The  'yMDesoBM:  ''jf  0>BodL  s^^^aDOled  lo  ocoxies'  viiii  &  cammr- 
V*  '/  ife  H*>u«:  -yf  AjMieaxiLSr  obd  dae  garned  -manrr  of  :ie  Ptre- 
wkaor  %  fSj^Mtf^t  *i  y**t«^3anr'  sxwr  dEf&r««d  lixar  ii^cr:  a:  tic 
taUfC,  niddL.  ^'jy  *x^.  watt  re&d  scad  cff\3a«f  lo  2e  ever  ior  zsast- 


EoDEX  Die-  P.  M. 

TIm:  ^y^in^i]  tn^,  afvJ,  taking  into  conskkratioo  the  rcpcct  ol 
th«  '/j«Arf*3^*  '/fj  the  Mihject  matter  of  the  President's  mess^e 
</  y^t^wday,  th*rretjpr/n 

Resolved,  Tfeit  if  any  ytnf/n  j^iky  of  or  charged  »Tth  treason, 
fel^^y,  '/f  'AU^  hi^h  misdemeanor,  in  any  State,  shall  flee  from 
jwiftM>:  and  (>&  femnd  within  this  State,  he  ought,  upon  demand 
of  the  fx/vernor  or  Executive  power  of  the  State  from  which 
Mich  penton  fle»  to  the  Pre»dent  or  Executive  power  of  this 
fiuU:,  rjHiUininK  At  charge,  to  be  delivered  up  and  removed  to 
the  5kat«  having  jurisdiction  of  the  offence. 
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Resolvedy  That  no  inhabitant  of  this  State  ought  to  be  taken 
out  of  the  same  to  answer  to  a  charge  of  a  fact  committed  within 
this  State  ;  that  in  every  such  case  the  trial  ought  to  be  by  a  jury 
of  the  vicinage  where  tne  same  arose,  and  under  the  laws  of  the 
State.  • 

Resolvedy  That  a  remonstrance  be  drawn  up  by  the  General 
Assembly,  and  transmitted  by  his  Excellency  the  President,  with 
the  said  Thomas  White,  to  General  Smallwood,  claiming  the  said 
Thomas  White  as  an  inhabitant  of  this  State,  and  that  he  be  re- 
manded by  General  Smallwood  to  the  Executive  power  of  this 
State,  together  with  the  charge  against  him,  in  order  that  the 
same  may  be  heard,  tried,  and  determined  on  under  the  laws 
of  this  State. 

Resolvedy  That  if  General  Smallwood,  in  obedience  to  any 
order  of  Congress,  should  send  the  said  Thomas  White  thither, 
that  the  said  remonstrance  be  sent  with  him  ;  and  that  Congress 
be  requested  to  remand  the  said  Thomas  White  to  the  Executive 
power  of  this  State,  together  with  his  offence,  in  order  that  the 
same  may  be  heard,  tned  and  determined  on  in  this  State,  if  the 
fact  he  is  charged  with  arose  therein. 

Ordered y  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Hyatt  is  appointed  to  deliver  the  foregoing  resolutions  to 
the  House  of  Assembly ;  who,  being  returned,  reported  the  de- 
livery thereof  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Clowes  having  applied  for  leave  of  absence  till  Monday 
next,  the  same  is  granted  to  him. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tendinjg^,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  against 
desertion,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
CoundL 

Which  was  accordingly  done. 

On  motion, 

Resolvedy  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix  the 
Great  Seal  of  thb  State  to  the  bill  entided  ''An  act  against  deser- 
28 


Wf.  CunKk^jt  life  VjTfrjtixi'it  iv  oebver  iit  iarE^mjf  TSDiuri'jr  n 
iMsfe  ^dmitKrc  aakl  ^fturutc  tv  "fiit  Char  die  saic  rsumriair  wet 


Mcm>AT.  A.  M.. .  Aprl  fcL.  177S. 

Tbf^  0>ttnc2  Diet     Prewatt  lie  saiDe  nMsaben?  as  ac  Sat  i::  day 
^rKOtpt  K*ft«ii.  CoHim  5aQ*3  Vandrk*:- 

Mr.  PirtVrybr/yj   ^  m^cm'rjtr  £r*>ra  liie  Hcrase  of  AsseriiCT.  ineaf - 

'*l!c  Assembly.  P,  M..  Apri:  ^lii,  I77^- 

**T)>»r  H'/ti^.  Viking  into  coosaderatSoo  a  iiwssa^e  frorr  his 
'  *  Ex/^kfKry  th*r  Pnrta^tnt  of  this  State  relative  to  tie  arrest  of 
''ITjoma*  Wbit^,  Enquire,  by  a  Contiiiental  officer,  said  to  be  in 
'  *  {Airwoarifj:  *A  a  r**olve  of  the  honorable  Coctinenta]  Coj^jess, 

^^Keiolved,  That  th»  House  have  fuH  ooniidence  in  the  wisdom 
*'  and  yk^'M  '/f  O^grew  that  they  wiH  not  infringe  the  rights  and 
"yrivtU^^  *A  thi»  State,  and  therdort:  that  the>'  will  not  try  the 
"ftaid  IW/twcb  White  lor  any  crimes  which  our  laws  have  cogni- 

Which,  by  frtTfifrr,  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
M'ymnurfi  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  to  whom  the  report  of  the  committee  for  Militia 
accounts  of  Sussex  County  was  referred,  and  thereupon  agreed 
that  the  following  alteration  and  amendment  be  made  in  the 
allowance  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Conwell,  to  wit : 

Deduct  from  ;^5o  :  7  :  6  (the  amount  of  his  account),  the  sum 
of  ;g7  :  10  :  o,  being  an  overcharge  for  pay. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Clowes  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  Militia  accounts  for  Sussex  County,  and  the  foregoing 
amendment,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  April  7th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Clowes  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  Militia  accounts 
and  the  foregoing  amendment,  according  to  the  order  of  yester- 
day. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  fur- 
ther security  of  the  Government,  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein  the  same  was  ordered  to  lie  over  for  further  considera- 
tion. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


yw>  s'rv'r-?s  -.p  THE  sxr^^'T^ 


7Sr2ii?rES3A7   Aard  Ml  :: — *. 
4ieOwuir'-:l  ^uvumed  rill  »^^nnrmw  soiniix^  dc  x 


TIu*  ^lr^it\ci[  met.     Pt^^at  aH  rSe  mrmhrrf 

Thi!:  ^Ij'Aitu-ii  :ifpaii  r^umerf  die  oooaufencca  'jt  tfie  biH  i-r  r^ 

Order^,  Uma  the  «km«  ryt  cranscrtbed  and  «nt  to  die  Hoosse 
''Z  A^n^mMy  5^^  their  coflcanrence. 

Mr.  f^ffmt:^  is*  ^^rder^  to  deihrcr  die  said  hiH  and  am^rrfrrMTpg. 
f/^r  the  H^^«e  ''Z  A^iSfrmHy :  who.  being  retaraed.  reported  that 
he  h:5k1  ''leii/fT'^  the  ^me  arcor^£o^  to  order. 

The  r/>fr»inrttee  to  whom  the  btll  lor  regnbtiag  and  limiting  the 
fiTj/^en  ^j^  vjndry  flrfTiciea  of  pcodnce.  Ac ,  was  recommitted,  now 
^^•{ivere^J  ;*  Mlt  ;4t  the  t;%^>{e.  whi/:h,  by  order,  w^as  read  the  first 

hifymttif-A  till  .^  oVJork,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

The  committee  of  Council  appointed  to  confer  with  a  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the 
2  2d  November  last  respecting  the  opening  of  subscriptions  for  a 
loan  of  money,  to  be  invested  in  Continental  Loan-Office  Certifi- 
cates, informed  the  Chair  that  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  the 
Assembly  had  not  yet  met  them,  and  prayed  a  longer  time. 

Mr.  Qowes,  one  of  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  September  last  res- 
pecting the  importing  or  otherwise  procuring  a  supply  of  arms, 
tents,  &c.,  informed  the  Chair  that  the  committee  were  not  fully 
satisfied  with  the  inquiries  they  had  made  into  this  business  since 
their  appointment,  and  therefore  prayed  a  longer  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  April  loth,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

A  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolutions  of  that 
House,  viz : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Thursday,  P.  M.,  April  9th,  1778. 

**  Whereas  the  honorable  the  Continental  Cong^ress,  on  the 
**22d  day  of  November  last,  among  other  things  did  resolve  as 
** follows,  viz : 

**  *A7id  whereas  the  obstruction  of  the  course  of  justice  in  any 
"State  may  not  only  prove  injurious  to  its  citizens,  but  also  to 
"the  circulation  and  credit  of  the  currency  of  such  State,  and  of 
"the  United  States, 
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**  *  Resolved  tktrefore^  That  it  be  recommended  lo  the  se\*eral 
"Slates  fofrthirtth  to  take  eflectual  care  that  justice  be  duly  ad- 
*•  ministered  within  their  respecti\'e  jurisdictioiis,  as  wcU  for  the 
"  recover)'  of  debts  as  for  the  ptrntshment  of  crimes  and  misde- 
'*meanors/ 

**And  this  House,  taking  the  said  recommendation  into  con* 
"sideration^  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  came  to  the  foUowii^ 
''resolutions: 

•  *  I .  That  nothing  so  effectually  tends  to  the  preservation  and 
* '  happiness  of  a  State,  and  the  peace  and  ad^'antage  of  the  in- 
•*  inhabitants*  as  the  impartial  adxninistration  of  justice  and  due 
•'execution  of  the  laws,  which  blessii^  can  only  be  obtained  or 
••enjoyed  by  a  wise  and  judicious  appointment  of  persons  to  fill 
*•  die  several  Courts  of  judicature  in  me  same. 

"2.  That  it  appears  to  thb  House  that  the  late  appointment 
••of  Judges  and  Justices  for  some  of  said  Courts  hath  not  pro- 
•*duoed  the  said  salutary  effects,  inasmuch  as  the  place  of  resi- 
"dence  of  some  is  by  no  means  calculated  for  the  most  easy 
"and  convenient  adminbtration  of  justice;  others  of  them,  so 
"appointed,  have  n^lected  to  accept  of  the  places  to  which 
"  tney  were  appointee^  and,  being  unfriendly  to  the  freedom  and 
**  independence  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Government  of  this 
"  State  in  particular,  have  fled  to  the  open  enemies  thereof ;  and 
*  *  many  of  them  that  did  accept  have  neglected  to  enforce  the 
**  laws  of  the  State,  to  punish  treason  and  traitorous  practices,  to 
"preserve  the  peace,  to  punish  harbourers  of  deserters,  to  pre- 
"vent  discriminating  between  Continental  Currency  and  the  Bills 
**of  Credit  emitted  under  the  authority  of  the  King  of  Great 
"  Britain,  and  too  generally  neglected  to  attend  the  Courts  of 
'•Justice,  thereby  causing  much  confusion  and  dissatisfaction 
"  among  the  inhabitants  of  this  Government ;  and  some  of  them 
"  have  been  convicted  of  a  breach  of  the  penal  laws  of  the  State, 
"  thereby  rendering  themselves  unworthy  of  so  important  a  trust. 

"  3*  That  the  appointment  of  two  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
"Court  of  this  State  who  inhabit  any  one  county  thereof  is  in- 
"convenient,  and  tends  to  discourage  persons  who  think  them- 
•'selves  aggrieved  by  the  determinations  of  inferior  judicatures 
'*  from  seekmg  redress, 

"  4,     That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  the  resignation 
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*  *  of  William  Killen  and  John  Cook,  Esquires,  of  their  commis- 
**  sions  of  Justices  of  the  said  Supreme  Court  (as  they  both  reside 

*  *  in  the  same  county),  is  the  only  legal  way  whereby  the  Legis- 

*  Mature  of  this  State  may  be  enabled  to  remedy  the  inconveni- 

*  *  ence  mentioned  in  the  last  resolution,  by  the  appointment  of 

*  *  one  person  residing  in  each  county  to  be  Justices  of  the  said 
**  Court. 

*  *  5.  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  forthwith  send  copies  of  the 
**  two  last  resolutions  to  William  Killen  and  John  Cook,  Esq'rs. 

**  6.  That  the  General  Assembly  address  the  President  of  this 
**  State,  desiring  him  to  displace  such  of  the  present  Judges  and 
"Justices  of  this  State  as  he  shall  have  good  reason  to  believe 
**  have  been  guilty  of  any  of  the  misdemeanors  above  recited." 

Which  resolutions  were,  by  order,  read. 

The  Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for 
regulating  and  limiting  the  prices  of  sundry  articles  of  produce, 
&c.,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  ordered  to  lie  over  for 
further  consideration. 

Mr.  Craehead,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  Militia 
accounts  of  this  State  and  the  six  amendments  proposed  thereto 
by  the  Council,  three  of  which  that  House  acceded  to,  and  the 
remaining  three  they  disagreed  to,  and  the  Council  thereupon 
receded  therefrom. 

The  House  of  Assembly  also  proposed  the  following  addition 
to  be  made  to  the  general  account  of  the  Militia  of  Kent  County, 
to  wit: 

[46.    William  Hudson,  per  account,  ;^5  :  10  :  i.] 

To  which  the  Council  agreed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  a  resolve 
of  Congress  of  the  3a  of  September  last  respecting  the  importing 
or  otherwise  procuring  a  supply  of  arms,  tents,  &c. ,  now  delivered 
their  report  at  the  table,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Hall,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at 
the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
message  from  the  Assembly  to  the  Council,  viz  : 


\ 
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**  GeniUmm  : 

' '  The  House  of  Assembhr  bai%  taken  into  coosidex^aDao  liie 
''  acicndmeDtE  proposed  br  your  boxKirabk:  Hoose  tc»  tlse  bill  en- 
"tided  'An  act  for  tbe  fixrdier  secnritr  of  tbc  Goi^emment/  and 
' '  are  sorr\'  to  say  li>ey  caimot  accede  to  divert  k£  tbe  same 
* '  axnesdments,  and  tbeneibre  propose  to  your  booorabk:  House, 
' '  as  the  most  expeditious  vay  of  deterrninTng  this  boaDCS.  tbe 
' 'appointment  of  committees  c^  both  Honses  to  conier  00  tbe  sob- 
"ject  maxtar  of  tiie  said  ameDdments,  who  may  report  tbereon." 

Whicb,  by  ofxier,  was  read  tbe  firrt  time 

B^'  speda]  order  tbe  same  was  read  tbe  secoxMi  lime,  and,  00 

Rciolved^  That  an  '^nsmtx  to  tbe  said  message  be  drawn  up. 

Whid)  was  accordingly  done  at  tbe  table,  and  is  as  foBows, 
to  BTt: 

Gentlemen: 

The  Council  have  considered  your  message  of  this  day  relati\ie 
to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Coondl  to  tbe  bif]  entitled 
"An  act  ftir  the  further  security  of  the  Go%*enmient''  and  cannot 
concur  in  your  proposition  of  committees  c^  conference  at  diis 
stage  of  the  business,  as  we  apprehend  the  more  regular  and  ex- 
peditious mode  «'Ould  be  Sox  your  honorable  House  to  ha^'e  sent 
the  bill  back  to  the  Council  with  your  accession  to  such  of  said 
amendments  as  your  House  concur  in,  and  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced  you  to  reject  the  others.  Those,  perhaps,  might  induce 
the  Council  to  recede  from  the  amendments  which  you  reject  If 
not,  then  a  conference  might  be  regularly  brought  about 


Which,  by  order,  was  read  and  approved  of. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be 
ouncil. 

Which  was  done  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gowes  \ 
ith  the  said  answer. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Ordered,  That  the  same  be   signed   by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Council. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gowes  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  answer. 
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Saturday,  April  nth,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Clowes  reported  that  he  had  delivered  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  the  answer  from  the  Council  to  the  message  of  the 
Assembly  agreeable  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  ad- 
ministration of  Justice,  Judges,  and  Justices  were,  by  order,  read 
the  second  time,  and  thereupon 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the 
said  resolutions  into  consideration  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Vandyke,  Jones,  and  Collins  are  appointed 
a  committee  for  this  purpose. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  September  last,  respect- 
ing the  importing  or  otherwise  procuring  a  supply  of  arms,  tents, 
&c.,  was  now,  by  order,  read  the  second  time,  and,  after  some 
consideration  had  thereon,  that  part  of  the  report  whjch  related 
to  the  fittine  out  vessels  for  the  importing  of  arms,  &c. ,  was  dis- 
approved of,  and  the  other  parts  were  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  draw  up  a  set  of  resolutions,  founded  thereon,  to  be 
adopted  by  the  Council,  and  make  report  in  the  afternoon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hyatt  for  leave  of  absence  till  Tuesday  next, 
the  same  is  granted  to  him. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conwell  for  leave  of  absence  till  Monday 
next,  the  same  is  granted  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  Militia  accounts  of  this  State,  together  with 
the  papers  and  vouchers,  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
in  order  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  that  House,  and  that  it 
be  recommended  to  that  House  to  provide  for  the  payment  and 
discharge  of  said  accounts. 

Mr.  Jones  is  appointed  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly ;  who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered 
the  same  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  tUl  Monday  morning  at  10  o*  clock. 
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tr^  ^€C^J'"2St  OIF  T3E  rr.C^^i^Zl 


TufHWV-tT.  Agra  rirft.  177^ 
H79C  OxnpelL  asid  Qoivpcs. 


60rf  asuf  "iefivveriKf  cr>  c&e  Otair  "An.  act  fix-  eaacim&m^  x  Mrirrn 
#7rfua  {^ui  Scate,  '  v&xcfL  br  oeder,  was  nead  c&e  orsc  t  ~ 


The  same  m/oah^  iiao  deSrpsFnd  to  ±e  fTrafr  due  ^^  xzr  tfie 
farduir  fecisrXT  oc  the  Go^remxneot.  and  tbe  imr!TiIni«a  pro- 
p6(i^  rfuerefr/fvv  the  CocBOci  some  oc  whadi  ^e  House  of 
Ai»imr>(y  hdd  accerfetl  to,  and  cfisereed  to  the  offaers:  vitfi 
a«i  a(turv<»r  frricn  die  Hrxsae  oc  Ajsemoiy  to  a  measa^  from  ^e 
Ovrnwil,  asMK^nti^  theo^  rcasoos  tor  cEsa^reescg^  to  the  suxxe. 
»fciir,h  f^^/«^  in  tn<»e  Trords.  tlz  : 

* '  GeniUmen  : 

'  When  we  proposed  to  joar  hooorable  Hoose  the  appooxt- 
'•  ment  of  a  ^yymmittee  of  coaierence  00  the  sabject  matter  of  the 
' '  amendmentii  proposed  by  yoa  to  the  bOI  kx  the  torther  sccnrxtr 
*'  fA  the  GovfTnTnent,  we  had  in  view  the  dispatch  of  bosmcss 
"  onty  ;  f>t2t  as  yo«  were  not  pieased  to  agree  with  oar  proposed 
''  c'/nierence,  we  now  send  yoa  the  said  bul,  with  oar  reasoos  ibr 
' '  UfA  ^i/jf:^\fi%  to  such  of  yoar  amendments  as  ha\-e  been  rejected 
"fjy  thk  House, 

"  Your  prcciosed  amendment  for  leaving  oat  the  word  [May}, 
"  \n  the  ijjth  line  of  the  first  page,  and  inserting  instead  thereof  die 
"  w^/rd  [  JulyX  ^^  cannot  agree  to,  because  we  think  it  is  now  time 
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* '  for  every  inhabitant  of  this  State  to  determine  within  himself 
"  whether  he  will  be  for  or  against  it.  But  as  the  first  of  May  is 
* '  too  short  a  time  to  carry  the  law  into  execution,  we  now  pro- 
"  pose  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  your  hon- 
"orable  House,  by  leaving  out  the  word  [July]  and  inserting 
**  instead  thereof  the  word  [June]. 

"Your  6th  proposed  amendment,  for  leaving  out  the  word 

*  *  [defend],  this  House  cannot  accede  to,  because  we  think  every 
"person  who  receives  protection  from  the  laws  of  this  State 
"ought  to  render  his  service  in  defence  thereof 

"Your  7th  amendment,  for  leaving  out  the  words  [and  the 
"Constitution  thereof  as  now  establisned],  we  cannot  agree  to, 
"  because  the  Constitution  of  this  State  hath  pointed  out  a  way 
"  by  which  the  same  may  be  altered. 

"Your  27th  amendment,  for  leaving  out  the  whole  of  the  6th 
"enacting  clause  after  the  word  [iuryman]|  and  inserting  instead 
"thereof  [and  under  the  aforesaid  disabilities  shall  remam,  &c.,] 
"  this  House  have  not  acceded  to,  because  they  are  of  opinion  a 
"line  of  discrimination  ought  to  be  drawn  between  those  who 
"now  acknowledge  their  allegiance  to  this  State  and  the  Govern- 
' '  ment  thereof  and  those  who  refuse  or  neglect  to  do  the  same  ; 
"and  every  inhabitant  of  this  State  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
'  *  acknowledge  his  allegiance  thereto,  in  the  time  limited  by  the 
"laws  thereof,  will  not  be  entitled  to  the  immunities  and  protec- 
"  tions  of  the  same  so  long  as  he  shall  neglect  giving  testimony 
"of  his  attachment  and  fidelity  to  the  Constitution  of  this  State, 
"and  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  privileges  derived 
"from  its  laws,  until  he  give  satisfaction  that  he  hath  not  injured 
"the  freedom  thereof 

"Your  32d  amendment,   proposing  the  leaving  out  of  the 

*  *  whole  of  the  loth  enacting  clause  and  instead  thereof  inserting 
"  {^And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authorify  aforesaid^  That  the  Justices 
"of  the  several  Counties,  &c.,]  this  House  cannot  agree  to,  for 
"the  same  reason  by  them  given  for  not  acceding  to  the  27th 

am^idment. 

"The  other  amendments  proposed  by  your  honorable  House 
"are  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly." 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a  set  of  resolutions, 
founded  on  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  September  last, 
respecting  the  importing  or  otherwise  procuring  a  supply  of 
arms,  &c.,  now  delivered  a  set  of  resolutions  at  the  table,  which, 
by  order,  were  read  and  approved  of,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  empowered  to  procure,  on 
loan  or  purchase,  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  State,  any  number  of 
arms  and  quantity  of  ammunition  that  he  ma^  think  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  the  State  the  ensuing  campaign. 

Resolved  also.  That  the  President  be  requested  to  apply  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  Delaware  Battalion  for  leave  to 
detain  under  his  enlistment  a  certain  John  Watkins,  by  trade  an 
armourer  (a  soldier  in  said  battalion),  for  the  purpose  of  repair- 
ing the  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  Militia,  and  also  tnose  belonging 
to  the  State. 

Resolved  also.  That  the  President  be  requested  to  appoint  one 
or  more  persons  whose  business  shall  be  to  enter  into  a  contract 
with  the  said  John  Watkins  for  his  labor  and  the  use  of  his  tools, 
at  any  sum  not  exceeding  ;^I5  per  month  and  a  soldier's  Conti- 
nental ration  per  dajr,  and  to  provide  a  shop  in  or  near  the  Town 
of  Dover  for  the  said  Watkins  to  work  in,  and  to  superintend 
him  in  the  said  business. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  April  15th,  1778. 
The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  answer  from  the  Assembly  to  the  message  from  the 
Council,  setting  forth  their  reasons  for  disagreeing  to  some  of 
the  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  ftirther  security  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, was  now  read  a  second  time,  and  the  Council  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  disagreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Assembly  severally,  and,  upon  the  question, 
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The  Council  receded  from  the  3d  amendment  and  agreed  to 
the  month  of  June  being  inserted  instead  of  the  month  of  July. 

As  to  the  6th,  7th  and  27th  amendments,  the  Council  adhered 
to  the  same. 

As  to  the  32d  amendment,  the  Council  adhered  to  the  first  and 
last  part  thereof,  but  receded  from  the  clause  requiring  the  mem- 
bers of  Assembly  and  officers,  &c.,  to  take  the  oath,  &c.,  within 
one  month,  &c. 

As  to  the  33d  amendment,  the  Council  adhered  to  the  same, 
with  the  alteration  of  the  month  of  J[uly  for  Tune,  to  make  the 
same  coirespond  with  the  first  clause  in  the  bill. 

And  thereupon  Messrs.  Collins  and  Vandyke  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  draw  up  a  message  to  the  Assembly  containing 
reasons  for  adhering  to  the  amenoments  as  aforesaid. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly of  the  9th  instant,  respectinsf  the  administration  of  justice, 
&c.,  were  referred,  now  delivered  their  report  at  the  table,  which, 
by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  the  bill  for  establishing  a  Militia  within  this  State 
was,  by  order,  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  lie  over  for 
further  consideration. 

On  motion,  the  bill  for  reflating  and  limiting  the  prices  of 
sundry  articles  of  produce,  Sc,  was  now  read  by  paragraphs, 
and,  after  some  consideration  had  thereon,  was  ordered  to  lie 
over  till  to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  April  i6th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion  made  that  the  Coundl  now  proceed  on  the  regulat- 
ing bill,  partially  gone  through  on  the  last  evening,  and  tl^e  ques- 
tion being  put,  the  House  are  equally  divided,  and  the  Speaker 
decided  in  ^vor  of  the  question,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clowes, 
tliat  the  yeas  and  nays  be  entered  on  the  question,  they  are  as 
follows,  viz  : 

Far  the  affirmative — Thomas  Collins^  John  Baning,  Richard 
Bassett,  Nicnolas  Vandyke. 

For  the  negative — ^John  Clowes,  William  Conwell,  Peter  Hyatt 
John  Jones. 

And  the  Council  accordingly  proceeded  on  the  said  bill,  and 
after  divers  amendments  proposed  and  agreed  to,  the  same  passed 
the  Council,  and  was  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  deliver  the  said  bill  and  amend- 
ments, and  also  the  resolutions  of  the  Council  of  the  14th  instant 
respecting  the  procuring  a  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition  and 
engaging  an  armourer  for  the  use  of  the  State»  to  the  House  of 
Assembly'. 

Mr.  Armstrong,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tending at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a 
bill  entitled  '  *  An  act  to  enable  Charles  Pope,  of  the  County  of 
Kent,  his  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  to  erect  a  bridge 
over  Duck  Creek  ;''  and  also  two  several  petitions,  the  one  by 
the  said  Charles  Pope,  praying  for  leave  of  the  General  Assembly 
to  erect  a  bridge  over  Duck  Creek,  the  other,  signed  by  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Duck  Creek,  praying  that  tlie  same  may  not  be 
granted,  to  the  destruction  or  damage  of  a  public  w^harf  and 
landing  place  there. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M, 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  administration 
of  justice,  &c.,  and  the  report  thereon,  and,  after  some  amend- 
ments made,  the  same  was  postponed  till  to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  April  17th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  Council  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions 
respecting  the  administration  of  justice,  and  agreed  to  further 
amendments. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Vandyke  and  Jones  be  a  committee  to 
draw  up  a  message  to  the  House  of  Assembly  stating  the  reasons 
for  these  amendments. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Hyatt  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  given  to 
him  in  charge  to  the  House  of  Assembly  accordmg  to  the  order 
of  yesterday. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a  message  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  stating  the  reasons  of  the  Council  for  adhering  to 
their  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  further  security  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  now  brought 
one  in,  which,  being  read  and  agreed  to,  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council,  taking  into  consideration  as  well  those  amend- 
ments which  they  had  proposed  to  the  bill  for  the  further  security 
of  the  Government,  and  disagreed  to  by  your  honorable  House, 
as  the  amendments  proposed  by  your  House  to  our  third  amend- 
ment, do  recede  from  their  3d  amendment  and  agree  to  insert  the 
word  [June]  instead  of  the  word  [May],  as  in  the  bill. 

As  to  their  6th  amendment,  they  adhere  to  the  same,  for  that 
the  word  [defend]  may  be  construed  by  some  to  extend  to  bear- 
ing arms  ;  and  although  it  is  very  just  that  whoever  has  protec- 
tion under  a  government  is  bound  to  defend  the  same,  yet  that 
defence  is  not  to  be  required  but  agreeable  to  law  founded  on  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  well  known  that  some  inhabi- 
tants of  this  State  are  conscientiously  scrupulous  to  bear  arms 
in  any  case,  and  under  the  loth  article  of  tne  Bill  of  Rights  are 
not  to  be  compelled  to  yield  personal  service  if  they  will  pay  an 
equivalent  for  the  same. 

As  to  their  7th  amendment,  they  adhere  to  the  same,  for  as 
much  as  the  greater  part  of  the  articles  of  the  Constitution  are 
subject  to  an  alteration  by  an  express  provision  in  the  30th  article 
thereof,  and  no  person  should  be  compelled  to  support  it  cls  now 
established. 

As  to  their  27th  amendment,  they  adhere  to  the  same,  for  that 
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the  words  following  the  word  [juryman],  in  that  clause  of  the 
bill,  are  too  general  and  uncertain  ;  and  as  it  is  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  House  of  Assembly,  appearing  from  the  9th  clause 
of  the  bill,  to  prevent  those  who  do  not  take  the  test  by  the 
time  limited  therein  when  the  disabilities  are  to  take  place  from 
taking  it  any  time  after,  the  Council  cannot  forsee  any  advantage 
which  can  arise  to  the  State  by  obliging  such  persons  to  produce 
vouchers. 

As  to  the  32d  amendment,  the  Council  adhere  to  that  part  of 
it  which  proposes  the  leaving  out  of  the  bill  the  9th  enacting 
clause,  the  same  being  provided  for  in  their  27th  amendment, 
adhered  to  as  aforesaid;  and  they  also  adhere  to  the  latter  clause, 
as  proposed  therein,  which  provides  for  persons  under  age  at  the 
time  limited  in  the  bill  for  taking  the  test  to  take  the  same  within 
three  months  after,  except  as  to  the  word  [July],  in  the  3d  line 
of  the  clause,  instead  of  which  insert  the  word  [June],  to  make 
the  same  correspond  with  the  first  clause  in  the  bill;  but  the 
Council  recede  from  that  part  of  the  said  amendment  which  di- 
rects members  of  Assembly  and  officers  to  take  the  oath,  &c. , 
within  one  month  after  publication,  &c.,  rendered  unnecessary 
by  adopting  the  word  [June]  in  the  third  amendment. 

As  to  the  33d  amendment,  the  Council  adhere  thereto,  with 
the  alteration  of  the  word  [July],  in  the  5th  line  of  the  clause, 
to  the  word  [Tune],  for  that  it  is  a  necessary  provision  in  con- 
sequence of  me  27th  amendment  adhered  to,  and  for  that  the 
clause  which  it  is  to  supply  is  inaccurate  and  defective. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  signed  by  the 
Speaker,  which  being  done. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  deliver  the  said  message  and  bill, 
with  the  list  of  amendments,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Clayton,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the 
President  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  founded  op  a  letter  which 
he  had  received  from  Governor  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  request- 
ing that  some  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  might  join  and  act  with 
the  several  companies  ordered  by  the  State  of  Maryland  for  the 
purpose  of  covering  the  Continental  stores  purchased  in  these 
two  States  in  their  removal  to  the  magazines,  together  with  Gov- 
ernor Jolmson's  letter,  which,  by  order,  were  read. 
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The  same  member  also  ddivered  the  ibDowii^  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly,  founded  on  the  President's  message  and 
Governor  Johnson's  letter,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Thursday,  P.  M.,  April  i6th,  1778. 

''Resolved,  That  upon  consideration  of  the  present  drcum- 
"stances  of  the  State,  this  House  cannot  expediendy  concur  in 
"  the  above  mentioned  message  of  his  Excellency  the  President, 
"and  that  Mr.  Clayton  wait  on  the  Council  and  lay  before  them 
"  the  said  message  and  the  letter  therein  referred  to." 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  committee  of  the  Council  appointed  to  confer  with  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the 
22d  of  November  last,  respecting  the  opening  of  subscriptions 
for  the  loan  of  money  to  the  United  States  on  Continental  Loan- 
Office  Certificates,  now  delivered  their  report  at  the  table,  which, 
by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M..  April  i8th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  that  he  had  delivered  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  the  message  and  bill,  with  its  amendments,  according 
to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  founded  on  the 
President's  messac^e  and  Governor  Johnson's  letter,  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  uie  following  alteration  or  amendment  was  pro- 
posed and  agreed  to,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  President  to  afford 
such  aid  fi-om  the  Militia  of  this  State,  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
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those  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  covering  the  Continental  stores 
purchased  in  this  State  and  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  in 
their  removal  to  the  magazines,  as  he  shall  think  may  be  spared 
from  the  State,  having  regard  to  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants 
and  their  property  on  the  shore  of  the  Delaware,  and  the  rein- 
forcing of  General  Smallwood,  agreeable  to  his  prior  requisition. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  resolution  aforesaid, 
with  the  amendment  aforesaid,  for  concurrence. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  further 
security  of  the  Government  with  the  amendments  of  the  Council 
thereto. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
answer  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  a  message  from  the 
Council,  to  wit : 

''Gentlemen: 

**The  House  of  Assembly  have  taken  into  their  considera- 
**  tion  your  message  of  yesterday  containing  the  reasons  of  your 
**  honorable  House  for  adhering  to  divers  amendments  by  you 
**  proposed  to  the  bill  for  the  further  security  of  the  Government, 
**  and  cannot  accede  to  any  of  the  amendments  therein  mention- 
**ed  to  be  adhered  to  by  the  Council,  and  therefore  propose  to 
"your  House  the  appointment  of  committees  of  both  Houses  to 
**  confer  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  amendments,  to  meet 
**at  3  o'clock  this  afternoon,  who  may  report  thereon." 

Which,  by  order,  was  read,  and  the  Council  thereupon  acceded 
to  the  proposition  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  of  conferees  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  bill  for  the  further  security 
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of  the  Government,  and  named  Messrs.  Bassett  and  Baning  on 
the  part  of  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  waft  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  concurrence  and  appointment  aforesaid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a  message  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  statihe  the  reasons  which  induced  the  Council  to 
reject  the  2d  and  6th  resolves  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respect- 
ing^ the  administration  of  justice,  &c.,  now  delivered  one  at  the 
table,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  ordered 
to  be  transcribed  and  signed  by  the  Speaker,  and  follows  in  these 
words,  to  wit : 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  have  considered  your  resolution  respecting  the 
administration  of  Justice,  Judges,  &c.,  and  have  rejected  the 
second  and  sixth  for  the  following  reasons,  to  wit : 


The  second,  for  that  the  same  contains  general  charges  against 
the  officers  of  the  State,  and  the  allegations  therein  we  conceive 
ought  to  have  been  communicated  to  the  Council,  by  way  of 
message,  requesting  that  a  mode  of  removal  might  be  adopted 
by  the  General  Assembly,  or  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses. 

The  sixth,  because  the  officers  to  be  removed  on  the  address 
of  the  General  Assembly  ought  to  be'  named,  otherwise  the 
President  would  be  obliged  to  inquire  what  persons  should  be 
removed,  which  would  be  to  make  him  the  judge,  and  not  the 
General  Assembly,  to  whom  that  right  properly  belongs  under 
the  Constitution  of  this  State. 

We  apprehend  that  by  the  2  jd  article  of  the  Constitution  three 
modes  are  pointed  out  by  which  officers  may  be  displaced,  to  wit: 
By  impeachment  before  the  Legislative  Council ;  conviction  at 
common  law,  or  on  the  address  of  the  General  Assembly.  By 
the  last,  the  General  Assembly  have  a  power  to  call  such  persons 
before  them,  inquire  into  their  conduct,  and,  if  they  appear  im- 
proper for  such  offices,  to  supercede  them  by  a  new  appointment 
and  address  to  the  President  to  commission  the  persons  so  ap- 
pointed. 

The  Council  have  proposed  amendments  to  the  third,  fourth, 
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and  fifth  resolves,  which  are  transmitted  to  your  House  herewith; 
the  others  they  have  acceded  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  foregoing  message  and  resolves  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  April  20th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday, 
except  Messrs.  Bassett,  Vandyke,  and  Collins. 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  that  he  had  delivered  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  the  several  papers  given  him  in  charge  according  to 
the  order  of  Saturday. 

On  motion,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  establishing  a 
Militia  within  this  State  was  resumed,  and  after  some  time  spent 
thereon  was  postponed. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Hall,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Council  to  the  resolve  of  the  House  of  Assembly  upon  the 
President's  message  to  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  i6th  of  this 
instant,  founded  on  the  requisition  fi-om  Governor  Johnson,  con- 
curred in  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 
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Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  said  resolve,  as  now 
agreed  to,  be  delivered  to  the  President, 

The  same  member  informed  the  Chair  that  Messrs.  Patterson^ 
Armstrong,  and  Peeiy  are  appointed*  on  the  part  of  the  House 
of  Assembly,  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  Council  on  the 
subject  matter  of  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to 
the  bill  for  the  further  security  of  the  Government 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o*dock. 


Tuesday.  A,  M.,  April  21st.  1778. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  also  Messrs.  Vandyke  and  Collins. 

The  Council  proceeded  on  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for 
establishing  a  Militia,  and  after  some  amendments  proposed  and 
agreed  to»  the  remaining  clauses  were  postponed  for  further  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Clark,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  of  the 
Council  of  the  14th  instant,  respecting  the  procuring  a  supply 
of  arms  and  ammunition,  &c..  with  several  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  till  3  o*  clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die.  P.  M. 


The  Council  met 


The  committee  of  Council  appointed  to  confer  with  the  com- 
mittee of  tlie  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  bill  for  the  further 
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security  of  the  Government,  now  delivered  their  report  at  the 
table,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  April  22d,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  establishing  a  Mi- 
litia was  resumed,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon  the  same 
was  postponed. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  April  23d,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  Council  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  es- 
tablishing a  Militia,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon  the  same 
was  postponed. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  *  *  Rules  and  articles 
for  the  better  regulating  of  the  Militia;'*  and  also  certain  resolu- 
tions of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  borrowing,  upon  the  credit 
ol  the  State,  7,500  dollars. 

The  same  member  also  returned  to  the  Chair  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly respecting  the  administration  of  justice,  &c..  two  of  which 
said  amendments  the  House  of  Assembly  had  agreed  to,  and  to 
the  remaining  two  they  had  disagreed ;  their  reasons  for  disa- 
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greeing  to  which  are  set  forth  in  a  measa^  to  the  Council,  deliv- 
ered at  the  same  time,  vhich  follows  in  these  words,  viz  : 

"The  Assembly  have  considered  your  message  of  the  iSth  of 
"April,  likewise  the  amendments  proposed  to  thdr  resolutions 
"respecting  the  administration  of  justice,  &c.  and  are  ctf  opixiion 
"that  the  reasons  g^ven  by  the  honorable  Council  are  insufficient 
"to  induce  us  to  accede  to  the  first  and  second  amendments 
"  proposed  ;  therefore  cannot  recede  from  our  second  resolution, 
"  oecause  the  allegations  therein  mentioned  we  belie\^  to  be  self- 
"  evident  and  weu-attested  &ct5,  known  to  have  been  committed 
"by  several  of  the  Judges  and  Justices  in  some  of  the  counties 
"within  this  State,  and  therefore  were  alleged  generally,  that 
"those  guilty  of  the  facts  mentioned  therein  may  be  more  prc^ 
"  erly  pointed  out  in  an  address  to  the  President  by  the  General 
"Assembly ;  neither  has  the  honorable  Council  denied  the  &cts 
' '  therein  mentioned,  and  if  wholly  rejected  would  make  the  reso- 
"lutions  testify  that  the  appointment  of  two  Judges  of  the  Su- 
"preme  Court,  who  resided  in  one  county  (though  ^^endemen 
' '  of  character),  wbs  the  only  grievance  or  inconvemence  that 
"  hath  been  or  now  doth  exist  in  the  Executive  I>epartment,  and 
"that  justice  in  every  other  part  hath  been  duly  administered, 
"  whicn,  we  believe,  cannot  be  verified. 

"The  Assembly  adhere  to  their  third  resolution,  because  no 
"  reason  appears  to  them  or  is  assigned  by  the  Council  for  alter- 
"ing  the  same. 

"The  third  and  fourth  amendments  proposed  are  acceded  to 
"by  the  Assembly. 

"Should  the  honorable  Council  remain  dissatisfied  as  to  the 
* '  propriety  of  our  second  resolution,  we  beg  leave  to  propose  to 
"your  House  a  committee  of  conference  on  the  subject  matter 
"therein  contained.*' 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  lo  o'clock. 
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Friday,  April  24th,  1778. 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  for  establishing  a  Militia  was  re- 
sumed, and  after  some  time  spent  thereon  was  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Conwell  having  applied  for  a  leave  of  absence  for  a  few 
days,  the  same  is  granted  to  him. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  April  25th,  1778. 

The  Council  met  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Conwell. 

The  Council  now  proceeded  on  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  establishing  a  Militia,  which  by  the  order  of  yesterday  was 
postponed  till  to-day,  and  sundry  amendments  were  proposed 
and  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  concurrence ;  and  that  Mr.  Clowes  wait  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  with  the  said  bill  and  its  amendments. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  April  27th,  1778. 

The  Council  met,  bat  a  quorum  of  the  members  not  attending, 
the  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  April  28th,  1778. 

The  Council  met,  but  a  quorum  of  the  members  not  attending, 
the  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  April  29th,  1778. 

The  Council  met  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs. 
Hyatt  and  Conwell. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 
resolutions  of  the  Council  of  the  14th  instant,  respecting  the  pro- 
curing a  supply  of  arms,  &c.,  were,  by  order,  read,  and  fiuther 
amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Qowes  is  appointed  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  concurrence. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  borrowing,  upon 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  1 778.  243 

the  credit  of  the  State,  7,500  dollars,  were,  by  order,  read  the 
first  time. 

The  rules  and  articles  for  the  better  regulating  of  the  Militia, 
were,  by  order,  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Conwell  now  appeared  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Council. 

Upon  motion  and  order. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  to  whom  the  re- 
solves of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  November  last,  respecting  the 
opening  of  subscriptions  for  the  loan  of  money  on  Continental 
Loan-Office  Certificates,  were  referred,  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  thereupon 

Resolved^  That  three  persons  in  each  County  of  this  State  be 
appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
and  taking  subscriptions,  specifying  the  names  of  persons  willing 
to  lend  money  to  the  United  States  of  America  on  Continental 
Loan-Office  Certificates,  and  the  sums  they  respectively  under- 
take to  furnish  on  such  certificates,  not  less  than  200  dollars  on 
any  one  certificate. 

Resolved  also^  That  subscription  papers  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  persons  so  appomted,  of  the 
tenor  following,  to  wit : 

We,  the  subscribers,  do  hereby  engage  to  pay,  on  demand, 
mto  the  hands  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  (Jontinental  Loan 
Office  for  the  Delaware  State,  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  to  our 
respective  names  annexed,  for  and  in  lieu  of  the  said  office  cer- 
tificates. 


\.:NL  I  tN  Ob  THK  TOlNClL  OF 

.  .^  ^-v.s.o:.  \\hci»  auKscriSt\l  by  an^'  number  of  persons, 
^  '    -x    .  ..  .>.->.Uvl  Sy  iho  ^♦erMMis  ros|>ectively  takine  the  same, 

.  ..      ...V    :.  vui   uK'nihs.  iv^  thf  Commissioner  otthe  Conti- 

.    ...;  '  .vu.-  v^SiivV  ox  the  State,  anil  a  duplicate  thereof  by  him 

.  '*     •..?  -V.:.  :o  v.\»i)j(»rv!ci.  that  I  hey  may  In?  enabled,  as  fsir  as  is 

.    »->..  .o  .Ls^ciuin  the  supplies  for  the  war  which  may  be 

i.»^^    ..  ;M^  Siaic  u4.K.»n  lAsan- Office  Cortihcaies. 

••...  ..:.  rh.i:  ihc  same  tv  iranscribeil  and  sent  to  the  House 
.    \o--v .  ' '' >  \v  ihcir  concurrence. 

V.    ^  *.  v*v.d    ft  -4'i.viiu^l  lo  deliver  the  >.ime  to  the  House  of 
v.^.>v .    '!> . 

V.  V  ..:i:v\i  liil  ioiMorrv»w  morning,  lo  o'clvvk. 


Thiksi^av.  a.  M  .  A?nl  jscch.  1775. 

liu-  Ct»uiis:il  'Jict.    tVescc:  jl!  the  :r.e!::b«:r^,  c.\cei:c  Mr.  Hviut. 

\ii.  Vw  ^»v^eci  now  reLvr:^i^,i  :ha:  he  hao  -.'e-'verv,:  :o  ::!•?  H:use 
';  A.^v:::'»ly  ihc  ."^cveri!  ya;.\:rs  ^iv^t;  :-.*  >  :::  i::  charge,  iccirriin^ 

AJii'UiiicU  till  3  ,»\:if,vk.  F    M 


I  Ik-  C'..»uiic«1    licc 

rWc  lulus   liio    u-r:c'e>  :lt  'Jim   ?er.er    rrj^uiaciiu   :i  rie  Wilitiu 

wcic  pioposeO  ind  agre^  x\ 

KhdeP€U,   That  Jie  >aiiie   >:  :r:iiiiicr*be«j  iiid  -ent  •».•  -hxi  House 
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of  Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence,  and  that 
Mr.  Conwell  deliver  the  same,  with  their  amendments,  to  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

A  petition,  signed  by  divers  inhabitants  of  Murtherkill  and 
Jones*  Hundreds,  praying  the  aid  of  the  Legislature  in  establish- 
mg  guards  on  the  shore  of  the  Delaware,  particularly  at  the 
mouSis  of  Murtherkill  and  Jones*  creeks,  was  delivered  at  the 
table,  and,  by  order,  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  May  ist,  1778. 
The  Council  met.    Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Hyatt. 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  that  he  had  delivered  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  the  rules  and  articles  for  the  better  regulating  of  the 
Militia,  with  their  amendments,  according  to  the  order  ol  yester- 
day. 

Mr.  Armstrong,  a  member  fi'om  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tending, was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions 
of  the  Coimdl  respecting  the  procuring  a  supply  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  &c. ,  with  the  several  amendments  to  the  same. 

The  same  member  also  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions 
of  the  Council  respecting  the  opening  of  subscriptions  for  the 
loan  of  money  on  Continental  Loan-Office  Certificates,  with  an 
amendment  tnereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  which,  being 
severally  read  and  agreed  to,  were  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and 
sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  in  order  to  be  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  that  House. 

Mr.  Bassett  is  appointed  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

The  message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  23d  of  April, 
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coiitaining  their  reasons  for  disagreeing  to  certain  amendments 
of  the  Council  to  their  resolutions  respecting  the  administration 
of  justice,  &c.»  was,  by  order,  read  a  second  time,  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  draw  up  an 
answer  to  the  said  message,  expressing  the  reasons  of  the  Coimcil 
for  adhering  to  their  amendments  to  tne  said  resolutions. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Vandyke  and  Jones  are  appointed  a  com- 
mittee for  this  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M, 


EoDEM  Die,  R  M. 


The  Council  met. 


The  report  of  tlie  committee  of  Council  appointed  to  confer 
with  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  00  the  subject 
matter  of  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  bill 
for  the  further  security  of  tne  Government,  was,  by  order,  read 
a  second  time  and  postponed. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  May  2d,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Bassett  reported  that  he  had  delivered  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  the  several  papers  g^ven  to  him  in  charge,  according 
to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  an  answer  to  the  message 
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from  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  23d  of  April,  now  delivered 
a  draught  of  one  at  the  table,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first 
time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  for  leave  of  absence  till  Thursday 
next,  on  account  of  his  indisposition,  the  same  is  granted  to  him. 

The  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Murtherkill  and  Jones* 
Hundreds,  praying  the  aid  of  the  Legislature  in  estabUshing 
guards,  &c.,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  thereupon 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  b^  appointed  to  take  the 
said  petition  into  their  consideration  and  report  some  plan  where- 
by guards  may  be  fixed  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  said  peti- 
tioners. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Vandyke,  Collins  and  Clowes  are  appointed 
a  committee  for  this  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

The  Council,  taking  into  consideration  the  resolutions  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  25th  of  February  last,  for  completing 
of  the  Delaware  Ke^ment,  and  it  appearing  that  the  deficiency 
in  the  number  therem  mentioned  hath  not  as  vet  been  made  up, 
and  that  the  time  limited  in  the  said  resolves  for  the  premium  to 
the  recruiting  oflFice^  and  the  additional  bounty  to  each  soldier 
enlisted  expired  on  the  first  of  this  instant ;  therefore 

Resolved^  That  the  premium  and  bounty  allowed  to  the  officer 
and  soldier,  as  mentioned  in  the  said  resolves,  be  continued  till 
the  first  day  of  July  next 

Resolved  also,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  President  that 
he  make  application  to  General  Smallwood,  or  such  other  persons 
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as  he  may  think  proper,  for  a  suitable  number  of  officers  belong- 
ing to  the  same  battalion  to  be  continued  on  the  recruiting  service. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr,  —  is  appointed  to  deliver  the  same  ;  who,  being  returned, 
reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday.  May  4th,  1778. 

The  Council  met,  but  a  quorum  of  the  members  not  attending, 
the  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  mornmg»  10  o'clock 


Tuesday.  A.  M.,  May  5th,  1778, 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs. 
Hyatt  and  Jones. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  of  the 
Council  respecting  the  procuring  a  supply  of  anns  and  ammuni- 
tion, &c.,  concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Assembly.  Also  the 
resolutions  of  the  Council  respecting  the  opening  of  subscriptions 
for  the  loan  of  money  on  Continental  Loan- Office  Certificates, 
concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Assembly  ;  and  also  the  resolutions 
of  the  Council  for  completing  the  Delaware  Regiment,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereto. 

The  same  member  likewise  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  Militia 
bill  and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council ;  some 
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whereof  the  House  of  Assembly  have  rejected,  and  to  others  they 
have  agreed,  with  an  additional  amendment  proposed  thereto  by 
the  House  of  Assembly,  and  the  following  message,  to  wit : 

*  *  Gentlemen  : 

*  *  The  House  of  Assembly,  having  considered  the  amend- 

*  ments  proposed  by  your  honorable  House  to  the  act  entitled 

*  *An  act  for  establishing  a  Militia  within  this  State,'  do  agree  to 

*  many  of  them,  but  cannot  approve  of  all,  the  House  still  being 

*  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  two  sub-lieutenants  as 

*  well  as  one  lieutenant  in  each  county  to  carry  into  due  execu- 

*  tion  the  Militia  law,  have  therefore  rejected  the  ist,  2d,  3d,  4th, 

*  1 2th,  17th,  27th,  40th,  45th,  and  46th  amendments,  because, 

*  by  admitting  them,  the  advantages  expected  from  those  officers 

*  would  be  lost  to  the  Militia. 

**  The  House  have  disagreed  to  the  37th  amendment,  because 

*  they  do  not  perceive  any  advantage  from  the  variation  of  ex- 

*  pression  therein  proposed  by  your  honorable  House.    The  71st 

*  amendment  is  rejected,  as  being  merely  consequent  to  the  37th. 

**The  House  agree,   in   part,  with   the  Council  in  the  47th 

*  amendment,  and  propose,  as  an  amendment  to  it,  to  leave  out 
*the  particle  [a],  before  the  word  [colonel],  and  adding  the 

*  letter  [s]  to  the  end  of  the  word  [colonel].     That  part  of  the 

*  proposed  amendment  for  leaving  out  all  the  words  following  the 
*word  [regiments],  in  the  fifth  Ime  of  the  15th  enacting  clause, 

*  the  House  cannot  agree  to,  as  depending  on  the  first  amend- 

*  ment  proposed  by  Council  and  rejected  by  the  Assembly. 

**The  House  have  disagreed  to  the  6ist  amendment,  because 

*  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  fine,  as  it  stands  in  the  bill,  does 
*not,  by  any  means,  exceed  the  offence  that  a  commissioned 

*  officer  would  be  guilty  of  in  neglecting  to  attend  his  duty  on 
'alarms.     The  same  reason  influenced  the  House  in  rejecting 

*  the  62d  amendment. 

**The  House,  apprehending  that  the  21st  section  of  the  bill 

*  has  already  provided  for  the  government  of  the  Militia  of  this 

*  State,  at  all  times  and  places,  as  well  within  as  without  the 
'  State,  by  such  articles  of  war  only  as  may  be  established  by  the 

*  General  Assembly,  and  also  apprehending  that  the  honorable 

*  Continental  Congress  have  fully  provided,  in  their  articles  of 
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**of  war,  tliat  the  Militia  of  the  respective  States  should  always, 

*  *  when  called  into  Continental  ser\4ce,  be  governed  by  the  ar- 
'*  tides  and  regulations  of  their  own  States  only  where  such  art!- 

*  *  cles  and  regulations  were  made  by  the  Leg^islature,  and  have 
**  therefore  rejected  the  73d  amendment  as  unnecessar>\ 

•'The  81st  amendment  the  House  of  Assembly  cannot  accede 
'*  to,  because  they  conceive  that  sufficient  provision  is  made  for 
**  preventing  any  imposition  and  injustice  in  14th  section,  15th 
' '  page.  They  further  conceive  that  if  the  amendment  proposed 
**was  agreed  to,  such  delays  might  and  would  happen  in  the 
'*  courts  of  law  as  would  defeat  the  intention  of  the  act. 

* '  The  House  have  rejected  tlie  Sid  amendment,  because  they 
**are  of  opinion  that  nothing  in  the  act  will,  in  any  measure, 
**  invalidate  the  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the  more  speedily  com- 
* '  pleting  the  quota  of  troops  to  be  raised  in  this  State  for  the 
"  Continental  army.' 

"Besides  the  amendment  proposed  to  the  47th  amendment, 
'  *  made  by  your  honorable  House,  the  Assembly  have  made 
"some  small  amendments  to  the  bill,  and  also  some  amendments 
"  to  several  of  the  amendments  made  by  the  Council,  which  are 
"sent  up  to  your  honorable  House  for  consideration/' 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o* clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P,  M. 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Derrickson,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tending, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  rules  and 
articles  for  the  better  regulating  of  the  Militia,  with  the  amend- 
ments proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  agreed  to  by  the  House 
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of  Assembly,    and  an  additional  amendment  proposed  by  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
notice  of  that  House,  to  wit : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

''Tuesday,  A.  M.,  May  5th,  1778. 
**On  motion, 

*  *  Resolvedy  That  it  is  the  intention  of  this  House  to  adjourn 
**on  Saturday  next,  for  this  present  sitting,  to  some  future  day, 
**and  that  Mr.  Derrickson  wait  on  the  Council  with  a  copy  of 
"this  resolution." 

Adjoiuned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  May  6th,  1778. 
The  Council  met.    Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Jones. 

Mr.  Clark,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  *'A  bill  to  increase  the 
number  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  each  of  the  Counties  of 
this  State.*' 

The  Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Militia  bill 
and  such  of  the  amendments  which  had  been  proposed  by  the 
Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly  and  either  disagreed  to  by 
the  Assembly  generally  or  further  amendments  proposed  and 
have  receded  from  several  of  their  said  amendments,  whereupon 
a  second  paper  of  amendments  was  proposed  by  the  Council  to 
the  amenoments  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  an  answer  from 
the  Council  to  the  message  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  yester- 
day, stating  their  reasons  for  adhering  to  their  other  amendments, 
was  drawn  up  at  the  table,  which,  bemg  read  and  approved  of,  is 
as  follows,  VIZ : 
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Gentlemen  : 

Upon  a  review  of  the  Militia  bill  and  such  of  the  amendments 
which  had  been  proposed  by  the  Council  to  your  honorable 
House^  and  either  disagreed  to  by  you  generally  or  further 
amendments  proposed,  the  Council  have  receded  from  their  sev- 
eral amendments  which  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  excluding 
the  appointment  of  such  officers  as  sub-beutenants,  upon  the 
supposition  that  they  may  be,  as  you  suppose,  necessary  officers 
for  carrying  the  law  into  due  and  immediate  execution,  or  l^^t 
any  failure  in  the  execution  might  be  imputed  to  such  an  altera- 
tion in  the  bill.  But  the  Council  cannot  agree  to  vour  fourth 
amendment,  proposing  the  leaving  out  of  the  word  [schoolmas* 
ters],  mentioned  in  our  31st  amendment,  as  we  consider  the  very 
few  engaged  in  that  service  so  necessary  for  the  education  of  the 
youth  of  the  State  that  every  encouragement  should  be  given  to 
them  to  pursue  that  business  with  the  strictest  attention.  Every 
parent  wno  reflects  upon  or  regards  the  wel^e  of  his  offspring, 
every  guardian  of  the  rights  of  a  free  people,  must  wish  to  en- 
courage  and  promote  learning;  and  such  has  been  the  fatal  effects 
of  the  times  on  schools  and  seminaries  of  learning  in  this  State 
that  we  think  it  worthy  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  afford 
at  least  the  proper  exemption  to  the  teachers  in  them.  But  lest 
this  exemption  might  be  improperly  used  by  setting  up  pretended 
schools,  we  have  proposed  an  addition  after  the  word  [schoobnas- 
ters],  as  in  No.  4  of  our  second  amendments. 

The  Council  adhere  to  their  37th  amendment,  as  well  as  to  the 
transposing  of  the  paragraph,  for  that  by  our  amendment  it  will 
be  connected  with  a  provision  of  the  like  nature  as  to  the  length- 
ening of  the  time  for  the  election  of  the  company  officers  ;  for 
that  the  Council  think  it  too  short  as  it  stands  in  the  bill 

As  to  the  44th  amendment,  the  Council  are  of  opinion  that  the 
amendment  proposed  thereto  by  your  House  will  raise  the  fine 
beyond  the  abilities  of  most  of  the  poorer  delinquents  to  pay  ;  it 
will  rather  tend  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  law  than  further 
it  An  additional  amendment  is  proposed  for  dividing  the  quan- 
tum of  the  fine,  and  doubt  not  that  it  will  appear  so  to  your  hon- 
orable House  on  further  consideration.  As  to  our  47tli  amend* 
ment,  we  apprehend  that  we  have  acceded  to  it  in  the  fonn  the 
House  of  Assembly  intended  it  should  be,  though  somewhat  dif- 
ferent from  the  form  pointed  out  in  your  amendment  thereto. 
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The  Council  have  acceded  to  the  first  part  of  your  amendment 
stated  in  No.  8,  but  they  cannot  agree  to  the  latter  part  thereof, 
as  they  are  of  opinion  that  persons  qualified  to  do  the  duties  of 
lieutenants  or  sub-lieutenants  could  not  be  had  to  accept  of  a 
temporary  appointment  by  the  President,  subject  to  a  sudden 
removal  by  the  General  Assembly ;  and  the  Council  apprehend 
it  necessary  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment, to  render  it  useful,  and  give  a  necessary  influence  for  the 
due  execution  of  the  laws. 

As  to  the  clause  in  our  8ist  amendment,  providing  an  appeal 
firom  the  determination  of  a  single  Justice  upon  a  fine  that  may 
amount  to  one  hundred  and  seventy  pounds  or  more  on  a  single 
person,  we  cannot  recede  therefrom,  as  we  think  it  a  very  neces- 
sary guard  against  the  fallibility  of  such  a  judicature  and  con- 
sistent with  the  spirit  of  our  laws,  which  we  ought  not  to  loose 
sight  of  lest  precedents  of  this  sort  should  take  place  and  des- 
troy that  liberty  and  property  we  are  so  anxiously  contending  for 
and  seeking  after.  The  delay  cannot  be  great,  unless  we  suppose 
the  Courts  of  Justice,  upon  the  appeal,  shall  not  think  them- 
selves bound  by  the  express  provision  made  for  a  speedy  de- 
termination, which  is  not  to  be  inferred ;  for,  if  so,  the  same 
suspicion  will  lie  against  the  single  Judge,  who  will  otherwise  act 
witnout  control  or  review. 

The  Coimcil  adhere  to  their  82d  amendment,  for  that  they 
have  their  doubts  as  to  the  operation  of  the  Militia  law  upon  the 
prior  act  for  the  more  speedily  completing  the  quota  of  troops  to 
be  raised  in  this  State  for  the  Continental  army  ;  and  if  the  Judge 
or  Judges,  who  are  to  determine  thereon  hereafter,  should  doubt 
also,  they  will  be  subjected  to  difficulties  which  will  be  removed 
by  adopting  our  amendment ;  and  as  the  House  of  Assembly, 
fi'om  their  reason  assigned  for  rejecting  the  amendment,  shew 
expressly  that  it  is  not  their  intention  to  invalidate  that  act,  they 
can  have  no  objection  to  remove  the  doubts  of  the  Council  by 
acceding  to  the  amendment. 

As  to  the  loth  amendment,  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly to  be  added  to  the  13th  section  of  the  bill,  the  Council  agree 
to  the  same,  but  have  thought  it  just  and  necessary  that  a  fuither 
addition  should  be  made  there,  as  set  down  in  the  fiirther  amend- 
ment accompanying  this  answer.  No.  7,  providing  for  such  among 
us  who  may  be  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  bearing  arms  in  any 
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case,  agreeable  to  the  ^nrit  as  well  as  the  express  vords  of  the 
lodi  dause  in  our  declaration  o(  rights,  for  that  the  Coondl  are 
of  opinion  that  the  several  fines  that  those  sort  of  people  will  be 
subjected  to  tinder  the  present  law  will  be  a  fiill  equivalent  for 
theu'  protecticm  and  defect  of  personal  service,  independent  of 
die  accumulated  fine  for  not  going  out  upon  a  seomd  call  of  die 
same  daas  in  any  one  year. 

The  Council  think  it  unnecessary  to  particularize  each  of  their 
fiirther  amendments,  as  those  unnoticed  depend  on  the  like  rea- 
sons as^gned  on  their  similar  amendments,  and  therefore  refer 
your  honorable  House  to  the  fiirther  amendments  set  down  in 
their  second  paper  of  amendments  delivered  with  the  answer. 

Ordered  J  That  the  said  answer  and  amendments  be  transcribed 
and  sent  by  Mr.  Hyatt  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  fit>m  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Murtherkill  and  Jones'  Hundreds,  praying  the  aid 
of  the  Legislature  in  establishmg  guards,  &c.,  now  made  their 
report,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

And,  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
thereupon  resolved,  as  follows,  viz : 

1.  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  be  authorized 
and  empowered  forthwith  to  raise  three  com]>anies  in  thb  State, 
to  wit :  one  company  in  the  County  of  New  Castie,  to  consist  of 
sixty  men,  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri\'ates,  under  the 
command  of  one  captain  and  two  lieutenants ;  one  company  in 
Kent  County,  to  consist  of  seventy-five  men,  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates,  under  the  command  of  one  captain  and  two 
lieutenants ;  and  one  company  in  Sussex  County,  to  consist  of 
forty  men,  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  under  the 
command  of  one  captain  and  one  lieutenant  The  said  captains 
and  lieutenants  to  be  appointed  and  commissioned  by  the  Pre- 
sident or  Commander-in-Chief 

2.  That  the  said  officers  and  men  shall  be  entitied  to  and  re- 
ceive Continental  pay  and  rations,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war,  provided  for  the  reflation  of  the  Militia 
of  this  State,  during  their  continuance  in  this  service. 

3.  That  the  President  or  Com mander-m -Chief  be  empowered 
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to  discharge  the  whole,  or  any  one,  or  any  part  of  the  said  com- 
panies when  he  shall  think  proper. 

4.  That  the  said  companies  be  stationed  near  to  or  along  the 
shores  in  the  respective  counties  of  this  State,  in  such  places  and 
in  such  manner  as  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  shall 
from  time  to  time  think  fit  to  order  and  direct. 

5.  That  the  duty  of  the  said  companies  respectively  shall  be 
to  prevent  the  enemy  and  refugees  from  landing  in  the  State  ;  to 
apprehend,  take  up  and  secure  any  person  or  persons  going  to, 
coming  firom,  or  trading  with  the  enemy  or  the  said  refugees,  to- 
gether with  all  their  goods,  merchandise  and  provisions,  and  the 
teams  and  boats  in  which  the  same  be,  ana  to  render  a  true 
account  thereof  to  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief,  and 
deliver  the  same  to  his  order  or  appointment. 

6.  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  be  empowered 
to  appoint  one  or  more  suitable  persons  in  each  county  to  furnish 
the  company  of  such  county  with  the  rations  allowed  ;  and  that 
it  be  recommended  to  the  House  of  Assembly  to  make  provision 
for  the  execution  of  the  aforesaid  plan. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  by  Mr.  Hyatt 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  an  account  of 
Thomas  Wilds,  Goaler  of  Kent  County,  for  expenditures  on  be- 
half of  several  prisoners  and  deserters  in  his  custody,  together 
with  his  petition  to  the  General  Assembly  for  the  payment  there- 
of, and  tne  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  said 
petition. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  to  increase  the  number  of  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  &c.,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  May  7th,  1778. 
The  Council  met    Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Jones. 

Mr.  Hyatt  now  reported  that  he  had  delivered  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  the  several  papers  given  in  charge  to  him  according  to 
the  order  of  yesterday. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  an  answer 
to  the  message  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  23d  of  April, 
was,  by  order,  read  a  second  time,  and  several  amendments  were 
proposed  and  agreed  to.     The  said  answer  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Genilemen: 

The  Council  have  considered  your  message  in  answer  to  theirs 
of  the  1 8th  April  last,  respecting  their  amendments  to  the  resolves 
of  your  House  relative  to  the  administration  of  justice,  &c. ,  and 
cannot  help  expressing  their  siuprise  at  your  persisting  to  call 
upon  the  Council  to  jom  in  a  general  charge  of  guilt  upon  officers 
of  justice,  holding  commissions  for  different  terms  during  good 
behaviour,  without  knowing  the  particular  persons  aUuded  to 
therein,  or  they,  or  any  of  them,  called  upon  or  heard  as  to  the 
matters  alleged.  This  conduct  we  hold  to  be  incompatible  with 
the  station  we  are  in  as  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  with 
respect  to  the  trial  of  offenders  against  the  State,  and  we  do  con- 
ceive it  the  indispensable  duty  of^Courts  and  Judges  to  condemn 
none  unheard.  We  apprehend  it  is  immaterial  whether  those 
fects  be  well  attested  or  not.  In  the  present  stage  of  the  business 
it  is  sufficient  that  they  are  alleged  by  the  Assembly.  This  is  a 
foundation  for  an  inquiry.  The  persons  charged  are,  by  the 
Constitution  and  tenure  of  their  offices,  entitied  to  a  hearing 
before  conviction.  The  exercise  of  this  power  belongs  to  the 
General  Assembly,  and  not  to  the  President,  therefore  highly 
improper  to  be  pointed  out  in  an  address  to  the  President,  as 
you  propose  in  your  message,  until  some  hearing  thereon,  agree- 
able to  the  principles  of  our  Constitution. 

It  is  also  improper  for  the  Council  to  deny  the  facts  mentioned 
in  your  second  resolve,  for  their  truth  or  falsehood  ought  reg- 
ularly to  be  inquired  into  before  the  persons  accused,   if  they 
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choose,  on  beinjg^  summoned,  to  appear.  The  House  of  Assem- 
bly may  either  impeach  the  officers  before  the  Council,  or  resolve 
that  they  be  called  on  to  answer  the  charges  against  them ;  it 
would,  therefore,  be  ill-judged  by  the  Council  to  make  them- 
selves a  party  in  the  question  by  a  denial  of  the  facts.  It  is 
sufficient  that  we  have  pointed  out  a  mode  in  our  message,  now 
before  your  House,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

We  do  not  think  that  a  total  rejection  of  the  second  resolve, 
in  which  the  grievances  are  pointed  out,  would  make  the  reso- 
lutions testify  that  the  only  gnevance  existing  is  the  appointment 
of  two  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  one  county,  and  that 
justice  in  every  other  part  has  been  duly  administered.  Never- 
theless, if  the  House  of  Assembly  conceive  it  will  receive  such 
construction,  the  Council  will  have  no  objection  to  the  total  leav- 
ing out  of  the  first  resolve  and  the  preceding  preamble,  which, 
we  do  admit,  are  not  necessary  to  precede  the  resolution  respect- 
ing the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  Council  proposed  an  amendment  to  your  third  resolve, 
for  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  reason  therein  mentioned  does  not 
exist  The  Clerks  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  respective  coun- 
ties of  this  State  may,  and  usually  have,  all  kinds  of  remedial 
writs  in  their  hands  calculated  for  removing  the  determinations 
of  inferior  judicatures,  so  that  the  want  of  a  Judge  resident  for 
this  purpose  doth  not  appear  so  proper  for  the  foundation  of  the 
subsequent  resolve ;  therefore  the  Council  cannot,  for  a  reason 
which  they  know  does  not  exist,  agree  to  request  the  Justices  of 
the  Supreme  Court  who  reside  in  one  county  to  resi^  their 
commissions;  yet,  for  a  reason  which  at  present  does  exist,  they 
have  concurred  in  such  a  request,  and  it  must  be  a  matter  of  small 
moment  to  your  honorable  House  whether  our  concurrence  with 
you  proceeds  from  the  same  cause  or  motive  or  no,  as  the  same 
end  will  be  effected. 

The  Council  have  not  at  this  time  agreed  to  your  proposition 
of  a  committee  of  conference  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  second 
resolve  aforesaid.  We  flatter  ourselves  that  your  House,  on  a 
reconsideration  of  the  amendments  and  the  principles  on  which 
they  were  proposed,  will  be  inclined  to  adopt  them. 

Ordered^  That  the  foregoing  answer  be  transcribed  and  sent 
by  Mr.  Hyatt  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

33 
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*  *  but  for  the  dispatch  of  business  the  House  of  Assembly  pro- 

*  *  pose  to  your  honorable  House  the  appointment  of  committees 

*  *  to  confer  on  the  subject  matter  of  those  amendments.  *  * 

The  same  member  also  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  of 
the  Council  for  the  establishing  of  guards,  &c.,  concurred  in  by 
the  House  of  Assembly,  who  proposed  an  additional  resolve 
thereto,  which  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

'  'Resolved,  That  his  Excellency,  the  President,  be  empowered 
'  *  and  required  to  draw  out  of  the  Loan  Offices  of  this  State,  or 
* '  any  of  them,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  he  may  deem 

*  *  necessary  for  the  carrying  into  execution  the  aforesaid  resolu- 
**tion  for  raising  the  said  three  companies  of  guards,  and  that 
**  this  House  will  devise  ways  and  means  for  replacing  the  same.'* 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
same  according  to  order. 

A  message  from  the  President,  inclosing  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress recommending  the  passage  of  a  law  offering  pardon  to  such 
of  the  inhabitants  or  subjects  of  the  State  as  have  levied  war 
against  any  of  the  States,  or  adhered  to,  aided  or  abetted  the 
enemy,  and  shall  surrender  themselves  by  a  limited  time,  was 
delivered  at  the  table. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  message  and  resolution 
were  severally  read  the  first  time.  The  said  message  is  in  these 
words,  viz : 

''Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council : 

"I  just  received  a  packet  from  the  President  of  Congress, 

*  *  inclosing  a  resolution  of  that  honorable  body  recommendmg  to 
**  the  several  States  the  enacting  laws,  &c.,  for  granting  pardons, 
**  &c.  I  have  sent  your  honors,  with  this  message,  a  copy  of  the 
**  above-mentioned  resolution  for  your  consideration. 

*XiESAR  RODNEY.*' 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


•v^s.)  VIM  lES  OF  THE  aU'NCll.  OF 


Satvroaw  a.  M.,  May  9th,  1778. 
I  he  Council  met.    Present  the  s;%me  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mi.  Dijrrickson,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tciuliUi;,  w*is  adniittevl  anvl  retumeil  to  the  Chair  the  Militia  bill, 
with  the  several  amenvUnents  of  each  House  to  the  said  bill ;  and 
also  Llt'livered  the  bill  to  increase  the  number  of  Justices,  &c., 
:>igne^I  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Asssembly. 

The  message  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  respecting  the  ap- 
pointment of  o.>mmitlees  to  confer  on  the  subject  matter  of  the 
amendments  to  the  Militia  bill.  ^%-as.  by  order,  read  a  second  time, 
and  thereupon  the  following  answer  to  the  said  message  was 
draw  11  up  at  the  table,  viz  : 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  have  taken  into  consideradon  war  messs^^  of 
yesterday,  and  would  gWlIy  embrace  everh-  meth-.xi  calculated 
for  the  dispatch  of  the  public  business,  particularly  the  bd  for 
establishing  a  Militia,  and  have  no  other  obfectioa  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  of  conterence  as  t»-^  the  disputed 
.miendments  proposevi  to  that  bill  than  the  de«,^!ancioa  of  your 
House,  in  their  message  proposing  such  a  ccniererrce.  that  you 
still  continue  to  adhere  to  your  resolurioi:  cf  rejecting  diose 
amendments.  The  Council  apprehend  :he  iesign  cf  5uch  a 
conference  is  to  hear  the  reasons  Tor  and  agx:rsc  :he  veins  in 
dispute  between  the  two  Houses.  a:ic  !^a^e  :he  opinion  of  this 
select  part  oi  theiw  thereon  rej-vrted.  I:  yi,*ur  hcncnoie  House 
consider  the  ;..»oints  oj-^eii  tor  discussion,  a;^.'  ihan  ycur  coni'erees 
are  nuL  absoiutely  bound  to  reject  e^ery  01  :hi,'se  .imeudinents 
proposed,  we  ore  ready  jLii\x  '*iiIinK  'o  ha\e  "Mm  discussed  ind 
reported  upon  ?y  such  i  coinin:ttee  iiid  viae  :io  Je'ay  mav  be. 
the  Council  have  :ia;ned  Me>5<v.  \  .indyive  ±ii\i  !?assett  the  -"on- 
terees  on  :his  .xvosion,  ':i\  :he  >upf.'v.'Sihcn  that  ihe  -vminictee  to 
be  appointed  bv  v^u  >*'!!   x*  ic  'il^erv..  js  iiLT'^*>iiid. 

RtjfO^vtd,  That  Mr.  \andyJve  ^*ait  on  the  Kouse  n  -\sseinbly 
with  the  foregoing  aiu>wer  and  njbr*n  them  :i  :jie  :>uid  appoint- 
meuL 
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Mr.  Lewis,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  foregoing  answer, 
concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  the  following  ap- 
pointment of  that  House,  viz  : 

*'  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
'*  Saturday,  P.  M.,  May  9th,  1778. 

''  Read  and  concurred  in  ;  and  Messrs.  Patterson,  Bryan,  and 

*  *  Craghead  are  appointed,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  conferees 

*  *  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  with  directions  to  proceed  in  the 
"business  assigned  them  as  soon  as  may  be." 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  certain  resolu- 
tions of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  the  President  to 
borrow  five  thousand  pounds,  on  the  credit  of  the  State,  and 
apply  the  same  in  discharge  of  the  accounts  due  to  the  Militia 
heretofore  called  out ;  also  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
directing  the  Speaker  to  write  to  the  signers  of  the  last  emission 
of  paper  currency,  &c.  ;  also  the  resolutions  of  that  House  for  the 
appomtment  of  committees  to  adjust  the  Loan  Office  accounts ; 
and  ako  the  resolutions  of  that  House  for  the  appointment  of 
John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  to  be  one  of  the  committee  for  stating 
an  account  of  expenditures,  &c. 

On  motion,  bv  order,  the  several  foregoing  resolutions  were 
respectively  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  resolution  of  Congress,  recommend- 
ing the  passing  of  a  law  offering  pardon  to  such  of  the  inhab- 
itants as  have  levied  war  against  any  of  the  States,  &c.,  was  read 
a  second  time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Clowes,  Vandyke,  and 
Bassett,  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  May  nth,  1778. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs, 
Clowes,  Conwellj  and  Jones. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  amendments  to 
the  Militia  bill,  now  delivered  their  report  at  the  table,  which  was 
read  and  agreed  to,  and  thereupon  the  following  message,  found* 
ed  on  the  said  report,  was  drawn  up  at  the  table,  viz  : 

Genilemen  : 

Upon  the  report  of  the  conferees  on  the  subject  of  the  several 
amendments  to  the  Militia  bill  in  dispute  between  the  two  Houses, 
the  Council  have  agreed  to  the  report,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

That  the  further  amendment,  as  proposed  by  the  House  of 
Assembly  in  their  second  paper  of  amendments,  be  adopted  after 
striking  out  the  word  [white],  as  mentioned  therein,  and  added  to 
the  31st  amendment,  proposed  by  the  Council  in  their  first  paper. 
That  the  8ist  amendment  of  the  Council  in  their  first  paper  shall 
be  a  part  of  the  bill  upon  striking  out  the  words  [except  m  extra- 
ordinary cases,  of  which  the  Court  shall  judge].  That  the  Sad 
amendment  of  the  Council,  mentioned  in  their  first  paper,  shall 
stand  and  be  inserted  in  the  bill :  and  that  the  yth  amendment  of 
the  Council,  tn  their  second  paper,  be  receded  from.  So  that,  if 
your  House  shall  approve  of  the  report  of  the  conferees  as  afore- 
said, the  bill  may  be  immediately  engrossed  and  enacted  into  a 
law. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  by  Mr.  Hvatt 
to  the  House  of  Assembly,  together  with  the  Militia  bill  and  its 
severid  amendments. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  May  12th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Hyatt  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
committed  to  his  charge  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  to  enable  Charles  Pope,  his  heirs, 
&c.,  to  erect  a  bridge  over  Duck  Creek,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  seconcl  time,  and,  for  the 
better  mformation  of  the  Council,  thereupon 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  go  to  the 
place  where  the  said  bridge  is  proposed  to  be  erected  and  view 
and  report  their  opinion  tnereon. 

Messrs.  Collins  and  Hyatt  are  appointed,  on  the  part  of  the 
Council,  for  this  purpose,  and  thereupon  a  message  from  the 
Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  proposing  the  appointment 
of  a  like  number  of  the  members  of  that  House  to  join  the  said 
committee  of  the  Council,  was  drawn  up  at  the  table,  and  follows 
in  these  words,  viz : 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council,  upon  the  best  information  they  have  been  able  to 
obtain  respecting  the  propriety  of  ^ving  privilege  to  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Charles  Pope  to  erect  a  bndge  over  Duck  Creek  at  the 
distance  of  twenty  feet  above  the  public  wharf  there,  as  proposed 
in  the  bill  now  before  us,  have  reason  to  apprehend  that  the 
public  as  well  as  private  interest  may  be  considerably  injured  by 
placing  the  said  intended  bridge  so  near  the  same  wharf,  and 
below  other  wharves,  storehouses  and  landing  places  heretofore 
much  used  for  lumber  of  all  kinds,  and  from  the  nature  and  situa- 
tion of  the  ground  along  the  creek  below  the  public  wharf  always 
must  be  useful  and  necessary.  The  Council  have  also  reason  to 
believe  that  liberty  of  erecting  a  bridge  across  Duck  Creek  afore- 
said above  all  the  wharves,  storehouses  and  landing  places  not 
more  than  ten  or  twelve  rods  distance  higher  up  the  creek,  might 
be  granted  to  Colonel  Pope  without  apparent  injury  to  the  public 


'sr  jrvao*  :noft«3K.  atuf  lear^  as  rarj^men:  ir  ifm  :  rue  .^ 

^^ifif^  ^jfut.   mi  aim  ->a  'iia  izr.   ha-je  icsszdei  ihis  F£nise  3: 

4^mc>ymi  ^/  die  Vjc  sEubnnacaGfi.  and  ±grabre  crrict^se  33  jour 
ik'i4uvr%hie  Hr^iise  Ae  a^^p^xntaimt  ct  cars  or  aicrc  if  rte  TTirrn- 
fvsn  fiif^kcix  Hr^me  tt^y^^juoi.  q>  t&e  gface  voesc  sod  ^wr.  and 

<^iC  an  ^trdtif(  ^x  mcrziogr  ^^^  '=nxc  Icctfe  rrogcie  or  Loas  oc  rirar 
aiirf  fer  di»  pQr]^>8e  t&e  Coand  fisve  named  MesEcs.  Hiror  and 
CcSEmnrAi  mesr  port. 

Ordjfred,  That  the  ftskmt  be  transcribed  aisd  sear  h^  Mr.  Baasett 
t«>  the  H/voEie  of  AiMembhr. 

Mr  Beumett,  bem^  retamcd.  reported  die  deEverr  thereof  ac> 
fjx^kt^  &>  order. 

A  member  firotn  tbe  Hocae  of  Asaenbh',  attniirTIiq^  was  admit- 
UA  kod  Mi^tttA  to  the  Chair  tb^  biQ  to  increase  die  mmiber  of 
tte  ro^^./ the  Peace,  &€.,  sig«d  by  AeSpe^ 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  s^^ned  fay  the  %)eaker  of  the 
CoimdL 

Which  waji  done  accordingly. 

On  moti/'/n, 

Reiolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  affix  the 
Gre^  5>e^  ^>f  thw  State  to  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the 
numtier  </f  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  each  of  the  Comities  of 
thbSUU:/' 

()n  m(Aifm,  \fy  Cfrder, 

Tb^  vtmAuiujn  fA  the  House  oX  Assembly,  directing  the  Speaker 
U}  write  XK}  the  »igner»  of  the  last  emission  of  paper  currency,  was 
read  a  ncfifnul  time  and  concurred  in,  and  follows  in  these  words, 
viz: 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly. 
"Friday,  A.  M.,  May  ist,  1778. 

''  Wff  RRRAB  it  appears  to  this  House  that  some  of  the  monies 
"emitted  by  an  act  of  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  entided 
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"  'An  act  for  printing  and  emitting  fifteen  thousand  pounds  in 

*  *  Bilk  of  Credit  of  this  State,  to  be  let  out  on  loan,  ana  for  strik- 

*  *  ing  the  further  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  in  such  bills  for  the 
**  use  of  this  State,  and  for  providing  a  fund  for  sinking  the  same,' 
*'  are  still  in  the  hands  of  several  of  the  signers  of  the  said  cur- 
**  rency  in  the  County  of  New  Castle  ;  therefore 

'  *  Resolved^  That  the  Speaker  be  desired  to  write  to  the  several 
**  signers  of  the  said  emission  of  paper  currency  within  the  said 
**  County  of. New  Castle,  requiring  them  to  deliver  such  of  the 
**said  monies  as  remain  in  their  hands  of  the  said  emission  to  the 
"Trustee  of  the  Loan  Office  of  the  said  county,  agreeable  to  the 
**said  act,  and  that  they  make  report  of  the  sums  in  their  hands 
"respectively  to  the  President  of  this  State  forthwith." 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  borrowing  the 
sum  of  7,500  dollars  upon  the  credit  of  the  State,  was  read  a 
second  time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Monday,  April  20th,  1778. 

"The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  late  Vice-Pre- 
"sident's  message  of  the  13th  of  March  last,  and  thereupon 

'^Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  five  hundred 
'*  dollars  be  borrowed  upon  the  credit  of  this  State,  and  that 
'*the  President  sign  certincates  to  the  person  or  persons  lending 
*' the  same. 

"That  this  House  will  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  repay- 
*'  ment  of  the  said  sum  to  the  lender  or  lenders  thereof,  with  in- 
**terest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  until  the  same  be 
*' repaid. 

"That  the  said  sum  of  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  be 
"put  into  the  hands  of  Thomas  Rodney,  Esquire,  for  the  pur- 
"pose  of  completing  the  purchase  of  clothing  for  the  Delaware 
"Regiment;  and  that  the  said  Thomas  Rodney  be  accountable 
"for  the  expenditure  thereof  to  the  General  A^embly,  or  to  the 
"  President  or  Vice-President  of  the  State  for  the  time  being  in 
"  the  vacation  of  Assembly,  in  order  that  the  State  may  have  the 
"sum  expended  refunded  by  Congress." 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  two  last  mentioned  resolutions  concurred  in  respectively  by 
the  Council,  and  also  the  bill  for  increasing  the  number  ot  the 
Justices  of  tiie  Peace  in  each  county  of  this  State,  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  Council,  and  the  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great 
Seal  to  the  same. 

Mr.  Bassett  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of  As- 
sembly and  delivered  the  said  papers  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Molleston,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  **Bill  for  raising 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  service  of  the 
present  year,  by  a  general  tax  ;*  *  and  also  delivered  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment  of  a  State 
Treasurer,  a  Clothier  General,  and  a  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  for  this  State,  and  then  withdrew. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  May  13th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members  except  Messrs. 
Qowes  and  Jones. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment 
of  a  State  Treasurer,  a  Clothier  General,  and  a  Commissary  Gen- 
eral of  Prisoners  for  this  State,  were  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  120,000  dollars  for  the  service  of  the  present 
year,  by  a  general  tax,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  offer- 
ing pardon  to  such  of  the  inhabitants  or  subjects  of  the  State 
as  have  levied  war  against  any  of  the  States,  or  adhered  to,  aided 
or  abetted  the  enemy,  and  shall  surrender  themselves  by  a  limited 
time,  now  delivered  one  at  the  table,  which,  by  order,  was  read 
the  first  time. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  empowering  the 
President  to  borrow  five  thousand  pounds,  on  the  credit  of  the 
State,  and  apply  the  same  in  discharge  of  the  accounts  due  to 
the  Militia  heretofore  called  out,  were,  by  order,  read  a  second 
time  and  concurred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Saturday,  A.  M.,  May  9th,  1778. 

**On  motion, 

^^ Resolved^  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  this 

*  *  State  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  borrow,  on  the  credit  of 

*  *  the  State,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds,  and  that  he  sign 

*  *  certificates  to  the  person  or  persons  who  may  lend  the  same, 

*  *  and  this  House  will  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  repayment 

*  *  to  the  lender  or  lenders  thereof,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six 
**  per  cent,  per  annum  until  the  same  shall  be  repaid. 

'' Resolved  also.  That  the  sum  so  to  be  borrowed  be  applied 

*  *  by  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief,  in  such  manner  as  he 

*  *  shall  think  best,  in  discharge  of  the  accounts  due  to  the  Militia 
**  heretofore  called  out.** 

The  Council  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
fiirther  security  of  the  Government,  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  same  was  postponed  until  to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 


j^  xzrr^'-i^  1?  -zsa,  r:ir5i: 


TaETiffiiAT  i  IL.  Met  ^iffr    z — ^ 
Tie  Z'''Mcudi  -xusL    Pjeimr  ^e  sane  ni-.iiLff!,.^  js  m  j-BosrcEr. 

^rti^^r  *i  ^tea^suieEuassk  ^  ^be  sane  vas  prxiSBei.  ic=eef  xi.  «ii£ 
<#^e»?£  Vy  v^  'rrMa^jnr^  itui  w%r  x^  ^e  EIubk  a'  AiwrnrtV  nr 
^&^  v>afttrjie:rcC>>it  axrf  ':.<»ccirrcsoe:  vxx  tie  xilcwinc  iwfsniciL 

GtwAamtm: 

T5c*t  0>K>:£I  2K«r  tesai  jxw  dbe  ^£1  der  ne  iir'^rr  ^eiai-xi  af 
t^  ^'^/(^ffzasifaSL  w&  a  i^rxxA  pokier  cc  asaesidzDexx^  Bj  :fbe 
r-^^rt  ^/^rf'jit  'X/Sississuot  <:/occfa«s  x  apgrgrs  tisac  5t  w**  agreed 

yff^j!^.  'ur  tb^  HcfVK,  u:jucA  be  scnad:  on  af  ne  re  2=11  die 
irorli  [iis-^  0>«srteksatk»l  aafTtrwoed  in  ±e  7±  ^rym-^-ys:!.  re- 
tdifti*:ri,  V;^  tiut  vordk  [tK,  as  oov  estab^sbedj.  srock  oat.'v^kli 
dM:  CooTiri*  i:2r/^  a^«d  to.  Yon  vl^  perDcrne  br  tbe  dccsood 
|x»f<r  </  2km>9i^53)i«U  that  tise  Coc2k£  baTe  prcposed  an  azxcd- 
fiMTiit,  t/>  th^r  27th  anMtyimem.  viikiL  tbey  bope.  tEZ  be  satis- 
iu/Xr/ry  «yi  r em</re  aO  ot^ectiocis  :  bat  tber  beg  3ca  ve  xo  resiiad 
y/ej  twit  th^  int  of  Jatv(,  the  time  Hm^wi  for  comp^ediig  the  ad- 
mnmx'4t//n  fA  th^  UM  in  the  first  instanrp,  vd  be  rather  too 
%h<^,  ♦it>#er  for  the  f»dy  of  the  peo(^  of  the  State  to  knov  the 
ujf.ij^fU  fA  iht:  law,  or  the  ciinistenal  officers  therein  to  perform 
thw  fhity  tjjvkr  tL 

Ordered,  That  Mr  Hyatt  return  to  die  House  of  Assembly 
th^  revJiJtK/n  tm\ffmenn%  the  President  to  borrow  five  thousand 
\MAUuU,  f/n  the  credit  of  the  State,  and  apply  the  same  in  dis- 
<;harf^e  fA  the  accounts  due  to  the  Militia  heretofore  caDed  out, 
with  the  <y/n/,iirrence  of  the  G>uncil  thereto ;  and  also  the  hSU  for 
tfi#r  fiirtl»#Tf  »e/,urity  of  the  Government,  with  its  several  amend- 
ments, and  the  foregoing  message. 

Mr,  Hyatt,  f>eing  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  afore- 
Mii/1  neverai  papen,  according  to  order. 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  120,000  dollars  for  the  service  of  the  present 
year,  by  a  general  tax,  was  read  a  second  time. 

The  same,  by  order,  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs,  and 
will  pass. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  thus  agreed  to,  be  returned  by 
Mr.  Conwell  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  the  following  verbal 
message,  viz : 

Gentlemen: 

The  Council  do  agree  to  pass  the  bill  for  raising  120,000  dollars 
in  the  Delaware  State  for  the  service  of  the  year  1778,  by  a  gen- 
eral tax,  into  a  law  as  soon  as  the  blank  therein  for  the  name  of 
the  State  Treasurer  shall  be  determined  upon  a  ballot  hy  the  two 
Houses,  which  the  Council  are  ready  to  go  into  when  it  may  be 
convenient  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  **  The  act  for  establishing 
a  Militia  within  this  State  ;"  and  also  the  '*  Rules  and  articles  for 
the  better  r^^lating  of  the  Militia  within  the  same,"  respectively 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  State  Treasurer,  a  Clothier  ueneral,  and  a  Com- 
missary General  of  Prisoners,  were,  by  order,  read  the  second 
time  and  rejected  in  part. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  ap- 
pointment of  John  Dickinson,  Esq*r,  to  be  one  of  the  committee 
for  stating  an  account  of  expenditures,  &c.,  was,  by  order,  read 
a  second  time,  and  an  amendment  was  proposed  and  agreed  to, 
and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment 
of  committees  for  adjusting  the  Loan  Office  Accounts,  were,  by 
order,  read  a  second  time  and  rejected ;  whereupon  a  message 
was  drawn  up  at  the  table,  read  and  agreed  to,  and  is  in  these 
words,  viz : 

Gentlemen: 
The  Council,  on  considering  the  resolutions  of  your  House,  of 


t^  r^^  inacinr.  vsot  dbr  our  'nirrnrrgirr.  ar^  vii  jpmicir  "fiar. 
aft  &>  r^  icic  x  ji  ^nncfzesaarj.  as  fima  la  i&csr  js  5ci£&  Tr^ 
fnorcr  arJI  'vt  <*xpr»Mf7  ^^.coinGCff  ^y  :3e  :nx  buL  acw  '::ea:r^  is . 
ffarefcr*  :2s  K.  diac  omcer.  aH  diac  a  vancix^  55  a:  icccinc  tae 
tune  or  i^dUccn^  xx  him.  Aj  sg  rfie  «rnnif  r^scmoicL  ijr  dte 
2^(iobiC2]unt  or  i  Corfrarr  GKxnL  xx  tfie  De£xT^rt  RggrrrtTic 
9e  ^e^f^^jKOti  uxa  vas  cicae  by  die  acmmauszr  cc  'nxoxxas 
Rrymey,  E^^tccre.  5a  ^e  reaofaCTijCg.  ranrrff  31  7  cur  Hcise  ami 
^xjcu^axT^^  ':n  !uer»t.  ajr  the  bocr owing  5(CT«r  diccsand  av«  Tim- 
4re*f  ^>Qar^  oc  die  cntiSt  oc  die  Scare,  and  acciTiin^  i  abr  t&c 
porrittsie  o^  dodifcfi^  fcr  diat  rggTTuirr,  so  wfiicfi  we  beg  jsxve  tD 
refer  TOO-  As  zo  ^ut  third  r»sotcriccx.  5ac  ise  a^cnrrrnerrf  of  2 
OMimsHdrr  of  Ptaooers.  we  agree  to  tbe  same,  acd  dtac  sodi 
rjSictr  Se  dectcii  by  joint  ballot- 

Tlie  Cocmrii  have  been  dtsirrsKS  ai  coosolrfng  Mr.  DicklDgoc 
an  to  k»  winingnesa  to  tmdertake  die  bc^aess  gc  a  cctfrrTr.frrpe> 
man  of  the  general  acajosts  between  dis  Scare  and  die  United 
5ka(ti»,  Vittt  Rare  ooc  had  the  opportnaftr  smce  the  conrfrg  of 
f  oor  r«io(titxoo  Ibr  his  appointiiieot  to  dbk  Hoczse :  bot  as  diat 
gentletnan  complains  nnich  of  his  want  of  health,  we  are  induced 
to  think  he  wiu  dec&ne  the  appointment,  or  that  b^  mdspobidoo 
win  delay  the  immediate  going  <»  with  this  b^gmrse^  therefore 
we  have  proposed  ancdier  person  to  be  inserted  in  his  stead,  to 
wft :  Mr,  Dsaiid  Robertson,  one  conversant  in  accocints.  and  re- 
5ifding  in  the  Town  fA  Dover, 

The  Coancil  have  returned  the  resolve  for  the  appointment  of 
committe^i  fcr  aetding  the  accounts  of  the  General  Loan  Ofice, 
disagreed  tr^  ir\  the  irjtm  1%  now  stands,  as  each  committee  is  to 
consttt  fA  three  persons  only,  and  two  of  these  three  are  to  be 
named  fiy  the  Hr/use  of  Assembly,  and  the  other  b>-  the  Council, 
bjr  an  express  provision  in  the  late  act  for  the  emitdng  of  an  ad- 
drtsonal  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit  in 
thw  State,  which  the  Council  apprehend  was  not  attended  to  by 
your  hon^^able  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  forq^^oing  resolutions,  together  with 
the  traa^crif^ed  amendment  and  the  above  message  relative  there- 
to, be  also  sent  by  Mr.  Conwell  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  sev- 
eral \iHpern  committed  to  his  charge,  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  for  granting  a  free  pardon  to 
such  of  the  inhabitants  or  subjects  o?  the  State  as  have  levied 
war  against  any  of  the  States,  was  read  a  second  time. 

The  same  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs,  and  some 
amendments  were  agreed  to  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and 
sent  by  Mr.  Baning  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concur- 
rence. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  May  15th,  1778. 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Baning  now  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  bill  for 
granting  a  free  pardon,  and  the  transcribed  amendment  thereto, 
to  the  House  of  Assembly,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met 

A  bill  to  prevent  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  from  dealing  and 
furnishing  the  enemies  thereof  with  supplies,  and  for  other  piu*- 
poses  therein  mentioned,  was  laid  on  tne  table,  and,  by  order, 
read  the  first  time. 
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By  special  order  the  same  was  a  second  time  read  and  agreed 
to. 

The  bill  for  establishing  a  Militia  within  this  State,  being  en- 
grossed, was  read  and  compared,  and  ordered  to  be  signed  by 
the  Speaker,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

The  rules  and  articles  for  the  better  regulating  of  the  Militia 
whilst  under  arms,  being  engrossed,  was  read  and  compared,  and 
ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker,  which  was  accordingly 
done. 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Baning  deliver  the  bill  to  prevent  the  in* 
habitants  of  this  State  from  dealing  and  furnishing  the  enemies 
thereof  with  supplies,  &c.,  to  tlie  House  of  Assembly  for  their 
consideration  and  concurrence,  and  also  return  the  two  last  men* 
tioned  bills,  respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Baning  reported  the  delivery  of  these  several  papers  ac* 
cording  to  order. 

On  modon, 

Ordered^  That  the  private  printed*  copy  of  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation and  Union  between  the  States  of  America,  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Speaker,  be  now  read  and  taken  into  consideration, 
as  there  is  little  prospect  of  obtaining  a  certified  copy  of  the  same 
from  Congress  during  the  present  sitting  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly. 

And  the  same  was  accordingly  read^  and  the  further  considera- 
tion postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o* clock. 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  May  i6th,  1778. 
The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Speaker  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  Militia  bill, 
and  the  rules  and  articles  for  the  better  regulating  of  the  Militia, 
&c. ,  with  the  following  verbal  message,  viz  : 

''Gentlemen: 

**The  House  of  Assembly,  being  desirous  to  complete,  as 
''speedily  as  possible,  the  Militia  bin  and  the  bill  for  raising  one 
''hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  &c.,  propose  to  the 
"Council  that  both  Houses  meet  in  the  House  of  Assembly  to- 
"  morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  to  put  in  nomination  persons 
"to  be  balloted  lor  as  lieutenants  and  sub-lieutenants  for  the 
"respective  counties,  and  also  a  State  Treasurer.** 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great 
Seal  to  the  Militia  bill,  &c. ,  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz : 

"On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
"the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  bills,  to  wit : 

"  I.    An  act  for  establishing  a  Militia  within  this  State,**  and 
"2.    Rules  and  articles  for  the  better  regulating  of  the  Militia 
whilst  under  arms  or  embodied.** 

Mr.  Hyatt  is  ordered  to  return  the  foregoing  resolutions,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto,  and  inform  the  House  of 
Assembly  that  the  Council  have  agreed  to  their  proposition  to 
meet  them  in  the  House  of  Assembly  forthwith  to  put  in  nom- 
ination persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  ueutenants  and  sub-lieuten- 
ants for  the  respective  counties. 
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Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  his  delivery  of  the  paper 
and  message  committed  to  him  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Patterson,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  informed  the  Speaker  that  the  House 
of  Assembly  were  ready  to  receive  the  touncil  and  proceed  in 
the  nomination  aforesaid. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  the  Assembly  Room,  and  there 
met  the  House  of  Assembly,  when  several  persons  were  put  in 
nomination  for  the  offices  of  lieutenants  and  sub-lieutenants  for 
the  respective  counties,  and  their  names  taken  down  for  the  con- 
sideration of  both  Houses. 

On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  the  General  Assembly  now  separate,  and  meet 
again  at  3  o'clock  this  afternoon,  in  the  Council  Room,  to  ballot 
for  the  said  officers  out  of  the  persons  now  put  in  nomination. 

Then  the  House  of  Assembly  withdrew.* 

Mr.  Black,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  further 
security  of  the  Government,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Banin^  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
inform  them  that  the  Council  are  now  ready  to  receive  them  to 
ballot  for  lieutenants  and  sub-lieutenants. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered 
the  aforesaid  message  according  to  order. 

*  So  recorded. 
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The  House  of  Assembly,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
met  the  Coimcil  in  the  Council  Room,  and  having  prepared 
tickets  for  the  election  of  lieutenants  and  sub-lieutenants  for  the 
several  Counties  of  this  State,  under  the  Militia  law,  and  having 
put  the  same  into  a  ballot-box,  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses, 
m  the  presence  of  the  members,  examined  the  box,  and  it  appeared 
as  follows  :  That  there  was  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Ueorge 
Evans,  Esq.,  for  Lieutenant  for  the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  a 
unanimous  vote  in  favor  of  Henry  Darby  and  Samuel  Smith, 
Gentlemen,  for  sub- Lieutenants  for  the  said  County  of  New 
Castle  ;  and  that  there  was  a  unanimous  vote  in  favor  of  Samuel 
West,  Esquire,  for  Lieutenant  for  the  County  of  Kent,  and  a 
majority  of  votes  in  feivor  of  Francis  Manny  and  Benj.  Coombs, 
Gentlemen,  for  sub- Lieutenants  for  the  said  County  of  Kent ;  and 
that  there  was  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  Henry  Neill,  Gen- 
tleman, for  Lieutenant  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  and  a  majority 
of  votes  in  fevor  of  Nathaniel  Waples  and  Charles  Moore,  Gen- 
tiemen,  for  sub-Lieutenants  for  the  said  County  of  Sussex. 

Then  the  House  of  Assembly  withdrew. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  George  Evans  be  recommended  to 
his  Excellency,  the  President,  to  be  commissioned  lieutenant, 
and  the  said  Henry  Darby  and  Samuel  Smith  to  be  commis- 
sioned sub-lieutenants,  under  the  Militia  law,  for  the  County  of 
New  Castle;  and  that  the  said  Samuel  West  be  recommended 
to  the  President  to  be  commissioned  lieutenant,  and  the  said 
Francis  Manny  and  Benjamin  Coombs  to  be  commissioned  sub- 
lieutenants under  the  said  law  for  the  County  of  Kent ;  and  that 
the  said  Henry  Neill  be  recommended  to  the  President  to  be 
commissioned  lieutenant,  and  the  said  Nathaniel  Waples  and 
Charles  Moore  to  be  commissioned  sub-lieutenants  under  the 
said  law  for  the  County  of  Sussex. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  deliver  the  foregoing  resolution  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  same 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  raising  one 


tfXdSrSArt  3fl«l  ■awurr  -txixiufiiXft  tUiLas  n  'IK  Z«S3*szc  5czc  iir 
Jb^onrif!:!  -ill  jdiXf^  aanmn^  z  3i  r 


*S^r»!W  ',7-  :5ut  HiVM^  '',c  AsKmhij.  yrn-ir  -r-r*  roif  imf  se-y^sr- 
^i^  Hvjrt^  "/  A*«r=L',L7  Kn:nrs^  :zit  rasjccs  if  ±er  nsau.-*!i.- 

«r,^ryirr,<^.*ji  prof^yv^  V/  jocr  b:o:^-*Cirt  H:csc  1=  ±ie  iiZ  rr- 
f-ssr/^  %TAT,\T:y/^:^r/  dfsa^ttti  to  "riim  >or  tre  icZjcmz:^  reasccsw 

A*  *f,  r^^,  tr%K  fivr  tLit  do  Pricoe  cr  Scare,  odxr  -ht-  ±e 

ti;»^  \t\A^^Atx^J:  fk  tfa^  United  States,  or  entered  into  any  treaty 
</  f/^ux:.i^cTf^,  Of  aHuxi/^  iritfa  thetn.  and  cocsecoently  c-t^fet  coc 
f//  \ft  k4rft';tx^  t/j  th^  »ame  freedom  of  trade  with  oar  enemies  in 
otff  fyyTl^t  ;u  b  tAfftfJstlly  sidfAii^ted  in  Uvor  of  the  subjects  of  die 
Vr^i/}i  Kinf(  \/y  the  25th  and  26th  artides  of  the  trcat\-  of  com- 
tn^fj:  UttW  entered  into  between  the  said  King  and  tlie  United 
fitMi^m ;  and  we  apf>refaend  that  by  the  said  fii^  amendment  aD 
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neutral  powers,  so  &r  as  respects  this  State,  will  be  considered 
as  privileged  to  carry  supplies,  even  to  the  port  of  Philadelphia 
while  in  me  possession  of  the  enemy,  which  we  conceive  ought 
not  to  be. 

As  to  the  second  amendment,  for  that,  by  the  resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  the  23d  of  March,  1776,  declaring  what  captures  shall 
be  adjudged  prizes,  express  provision  is  made  for  the  payment  of 
seamen's  wa^es,  and  the  reason  which,  we  presume,  and  have 
reason  to  beheve,  induced  Congress  to  do  so,  operates  with  us  to 
reject  your  said  amendment,  to  wit:  That  seamen  are  a  set  of 
people  extremely  necessary  and  wanting  in  the  service  of  the 
united  States ;  that  they  are  seldom  much  attached  to  any  ser- 
vice, and  that  we  ought  not  to  consider  those  sailing  in  merchant 
vessels  as  enemies  or  parties  in  this  dispute,  but  by  paying  their 
wages,  though  their  ships  are  captured,  we  shall  bias  them  to  our 
cause  and  service,  and  make  them  more  indifferent  as  to  the  fate 
of  the  vessels  they  may  be  in  ;  besides,  by  this  exclusion,  as  pro- 
posed, the  seamen  of  wrecked  vessels  would  be  put  upon  a  differ- 
ent footing  from  seamen  of  captured  vessels,  who  will  be  entitled 
to  their  wages  under  the  resolve  of  Congress. 

As  to  the  third  amendment,  for  that  the  words  therein  pro- 
posed to  be  inserted  in  the  bill  are  merely  relative,  and  have  not 
a  proper  subject  of  reference,  as  no  speoal  mode  for  division  of 
the  moiety  allotted  to  the  first  possessor,  or  manner  in  which  the 
prize  should  be  secured,  is  pointed  out,  other  than  in  the  sen- 
tence where  the  amendment  is  proposed  to  be  placed. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  message  be  transcribed  and  sent  by 
Mr.  Bassett  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Mr.  Lockwood,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  of  the 
Council  empowering  the  President  to  commission  lieutenants  and 
sub-lieutenants  under  the  Militia  law,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  for  raising  120,000  dollars  within  this 
State  for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  by  a  general  tax,  and 
also  the  bill  for  the  further  security  of  the  Government,  be  now 


tT%  Kf^a'XK  or  the  coi"5cctl  c*f 

jseepectmin-  b%xK:d  br  tiie  Speaker  of  dke  CoxmdL  -•drid:  vas  ac- 

Qd  skODcxc.  xjy  order. 

The  acccnmt  of  Tbconas  Wilds.  Goajer  cs  Ken  Ccumrr.  agsdnst 
like  Delav^ire  Stale,  vidb  lite  pecxkoi  aini  prDryydmgs  of  liie 
Hot»e  of  Ai«eis.t>lr  tbereosL  vere  read  tiie  nrsi  time  azid  uidoed 
to  £e  cnex  ice  coosideratiQD  prrri]  tc^zxKirrov. 

Ad^ooroed  to  lo  o'dock  to-xncvrov. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  May  i9di,  177S. 

The  Council  met     Present  the  same  members  as  00  yesterday. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Pre»dent  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  folkming  bilis.  to  wit  : 

1.  "An  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  Government"  and 

2.  "An  act  tot  raising  120,000  dollars  in  the  Delaware  State 
for  the  bervicc  of  the  year  1778,  by  a  general  tax." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  the  forgoing  bills,  signed 
\jy  the  Sjxaker  of  the  Counal,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  and 
aliK)  deliver  the  foregoing  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal 
thereto,  for  their  concurrence,  and  the  following  message,  \-i2  : 

GeuUtnten  : 

We  send  vou  the  bill  for  the  further  security  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  also  the  bill  for  raising  120,000  dollars  in  the  present 
year,  by  a  general  tax,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council, 
and  recommend  that  some  speedy  method  be  adopted  for  fur- 
nishing the  respective  counties  with  copies  of  these  bills  when 
sealed  and  enacted  into  laws.  Of  the  first  of  these  not  less  than 
^  copies  will  be  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
m  the  several  counties,  and  that  forthwith,  that  they  may  be  en- 
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abled  to  perform  the  duties  required  of  them  therein,  and  avoid 
the  heavjr  penalty  they  are  liable  to  for  an  omission  of  any  of 
those  duties,  and  there  is  but  about  six  weeks  allowed  for  the 
completing  this  business.  As  to  the  second  act,  three  copies 
should  be  immediately  made  and  sent  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace 
of  each  County,  with  directions  to  notify  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
that  the  special  court  ordered  therein  may  be  held  on  or  before 
the  tenth  day  of  June  next,  otherwise  the  law  will  loose  its  opera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  sev- 
eral papers  aforesaid  according  to  order. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  account  and  pe- 
tition of  Thomas  Wild  and  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  thereon,  and  agreed  to  the  said  report,  which 
follows  in  these  words,  to  wit : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
*' Wednesday,  P.  M.,  May  6th,  1778. 
"On  motion, 

'*The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to 
"take  into  consideration  the  petition  and  account  of  Thomas 
"Wild,  Goaler  of  Kent  County,  and  after  some  time  spent 
"therein  the  Speaker  resumed  the  chair  and  the  chairman  re- 
"  ported  from  the  committee  that  they  had  allowed  to  the  said 
'  *  Thomas  Wild  the  sum  of  ninety-six  pounds  nineteen  shillings 
"for  the  following  services,  viz  : 

"  For  subskting  five  persons  of  the  United  States,   .    ;^74    9    o 
"  For  subsisting  sundry  deserters  from  the  army  of 

"  the  said  States 22  10    o 


''£9f>  19    o 


"  Which  said  report  was  agreed  to  by  the  House." 

Thereupon 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  his  Excellency,  the 
President,  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  said  Thomas  Wild's  account, 
for  subsisting  the  British  prisoners  aforesaid,  to  Congress,  or  the 
Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  as  he  may  think  fit,  that  this 
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Seafie  nar  be  TKOSCji  die  aame  br  Coi^^rcas.  3ad  S3r  ens  purpufte 
C&aC  tfut  odgpxisb.  account  be  !ix%cd  vidi  die  Presudeot. 

lUsahed  alsa.  That  die  cr5g;i=2l  a<:t:otLm  of  die  saad  Tncmas 
WSdy  K>r  Mxb^Kxn^^  deserters  as  aibresaad.  be  locked  wiA  dte 
P!re«Kfenc.  asd  diat  lie  be  required  co  tnnsrrfr  2  copir  drereot  o? 
tfie  pcoper  officers  of  die  reapectrve  rwxmexxcs  to  vmdi  such  de^ 
serten  beujo^ed.  diat  stoppages  m^y  be  maiie  oat  oc  dusr  par 
resfpectr/el7.  and  di3  State  fToNed  to  diarge  the  same  :d  tbe 
Vmud  Scares. 

Ordered,  That  >Ir.  C>Cixis  w^  oa  die  Hoase  of  Assisnbhr 
with  the  ii?y>ve  rootntioos  for  their  coocnrreEce,  and  retum  the 
acci!xmt  and  petfdoo  of  the  said  Tbocnas  WHd  and  the  report  of 
die  committee  of  the  Hoase  of  Assembhr  agreed  to  bv  the 
GxBiidL 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Comicil  to  view  the  place 
where  the  bridge  meatJoned  in  the  bin  bcibre  die  Hoase.  apoo 
the  petitioo  of  Charks  Pope,  is  proposed  to  be  boilt.  now  report- 
ed that  they  had  proceeded  to  the  said  place,  and  are  of  opinioo 
that  a  brieve  erected  over  Ehick  Creek  there  will  be  of  pablic  as 
wdl  as  private  utility,  if  a  road  shall  be  opened  from  the  nordi 
end  thereof  to  the  road  leadii^  from  Salisbury  town  to  the  Thor- 
oc^&re,  and  that  this  ought  to  be  done  by  and  at  the  expense 
of  the  petitioner,  as  soon  as  the  said  bridge  shall  be  erected ;  that 
the  nearer  the  said  bridge  shall  be  placed  to  the  upper  side  of  the 
public  wharf  there,  it  w%  do  the  least  injury  to  the  owner  of  die 
land  on  the  south  side  of  the  creek,  and  best  answer  the  purpose 
of  the  petidoner ;  but  that  the  same  ought  to  be  a  drawbridge,  to 
preserve  an  useful  navigation  above  the  place  where,  &c. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met 

Mr.  MoUeston,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  returned  the  bill  to  prevent  dealing  and 
furnishing  the  enemy  with  supplies,  &c.,  and  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing message,  to  wit : 

**A  Message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  Council. 

'^Genilemen: 

*  *  The  House  of  Assembly  have  received  your  message  of  ves- 
"terday,  relative  to  the  three  several  amendments  proposecl  by 
**this  House  to  the  bill  to  prevent  dealing  and  furnishing  the 
'*  enemy  with  supplies,  &c.,  and  disagreed  to  by  the  Council, 
**and,  upon  a  reconsideration  of  the  same,  have  receded  there- 
'*from. 

**  Signed  by  order  of  the  House, 

**SAM'L  WEST,  speaker. 

"Dover,  May  19th,  1778.'' 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Molleston  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  regulating 
the  fees  of  divers  civil  officers,  &c.,  which,  by  order,  was  read 
the  first  time. 

The  Council  now  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
enable  Charles  Pope,  his  heirs,  &c. ,  and  agreed  to  an  amendment 
thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the  said 
bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Collins. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 

36 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  May  20th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Collins  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
committed  to  his  charge,  accordingto  the  order  of  yesterday. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Council  the  resignation  of  William 
Killen,  Esq.,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State, 
by  a  writing  under  his  hand  and  seal,  and  also  a  letter  from  John 
Cook,  Esquire,  declaring  his  resignation  as  third  Justice  of  the 
same  Court. 

Which,  by  order,  were  severally  read  ;  and  thereupon  the  fol- 
lowing address  from  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  was  laid  on  the  table,  viz  : 

To  the  Honorable  General  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State: 

Gentlemen — In  pursuance  of  the  resolves  of  the  General 
Assembly  respecting  the  appointment  of  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  each  County  of  the  State,  we,  by  a  letter  of  the  nth 
instant,  addressed  to  the  Honorable  William  Killen  and  John 
Cook,  two  of  the  Justices  of  said  Court  residing  in  Kent  County, 
requested  of  those  gentlemen  a  resignaton  of  their  commissions, 
that  a  nomination  of  persons  to  fill  that  Court,  residing  in  each 
County  of  the  State,  might  be  made  for  the  more  speedy  execu- 
tion of  the  law,  necessary  under  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
State,  and  at  the  same  time  transmitted  copies  of  your  said  re- 
solves. In  answer  to  which  we  have  received,  through  the  hands 
of  his  Excellency,  the  President,  the  resignation  of  the  Honora- 
ble William  Killen,  Esquire,  Chief  Justice  of  the  said  Court,  by 
a  writing  under  hand  and  seal,  ancl  a  letter  from  the  Honorable 
John  Cook,  Esquire,  declaring  his  resignation  as  third  Justice  of 
the  same  Court,  both  of  which  papers  we  lay  before  you  for  your 
further  order  therein. 

GEO.  REED. 
20  May,  1778.  SAM'L  WEST,  Speaker. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  deliver  the  foregoing  message  and 
papers  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  perusal. 
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The  bill  to  prevent  dealing  and  furnishing  the  enemy  with  sup- 
plies, &c.,  being  engrossed,  was  read  and  compared  and  ordered 
to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker ;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

On  motion 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  pre- 
vent the  inhabitants  of  this  State  from  dealing  and  furnishing  the 
enemy  with  supplies,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  deliver  the  foregoing  bill  and  reso- 
lution to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  sev- 
eral papers  committed  to  him  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the 
House  of  Assembly  to  the  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  message  was  read,  and  fol- 
lows in  these  words,  viz  : 

''Gentlemen: 

**This  House,  having  accepted  of  the  resignation  of  the  Hon- 
**orable  William  Killen  and  John  Cook,  Esa'rs,  of  their  commis- 
**sions  of  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  propose  to 
'*the  Council  that  both  Houses  meet  this  forenoon,  in  the  Coun- 
**cil  Chamber,  and  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for 
''as  Justices  of  the  said  Court,  in  the  room  of  the  said  William 
**  Kifien  and  John  Cook,  Esquires,  and  also  of  John  Evans,  Esq., 
'*  appomted  second  Justice  of  the  same  Court,  who  hath  declined 
**  to  accept  of  the  said  appointment. 

*'  Signed  by  order  of  the  House, 

**SAM'L  WEST,  speaker, 

"Dover,  20  May,  1778.*' 

The  Council,  taking  into  consideration  the  proposition  made 
by  the  House  of  Assembly  of  putting  into  nomination  three  per- 
sons to  fill  the  offices  of  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  within  the 
State,  in  the  stead  of  William  Killen  and  John  Cook,  Esquires, 
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who  have  resigned,  and  John  Evans,  Esquire,  who  hath  declined 
accepting  under  his  former  appointment,  do  agree  to  the  same  ; 
and 

Resolved,  That  persons  qualified  to  be  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans*  Court  for  the  County  of 
Kent,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Tilton,  who  hath  declined  accept- 
ing the  same  office,  be  put  in  nomination  at  the  same  time,  and 
afterwards  balloted  for. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  B.ining  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  foregoing  resolution  of  the  Council,  for  their  concur- 
rence, and  inform  them  that  the  Council  will  be  ready  to  receive 
them  fortliwith. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o*  clock,  P.  M, 


EoDEM  Die,  R  M, 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Armstrong,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  foUowmg  verbal 
message,  viz  : 

*'  Genilemefi : 

**As  your  honorable  House  have  concurred  tn  a  resolution  of 
**  the  1 2th  instant,  for  the  appointment  of  a  Commissary  General 
'  •  of  Prisoners,  the  Assembly  propose  that  nomination  of  persons 
**to  be  balloted  for  to  fill  that  office  be  made  at  the  same  time 
*  *  that  the  Genera!  Assembly  proceed  in  the  nomination  of  per- 
"sons  for  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 

*'This  House  do  not  consider  the  appointment  of  a  Clothier 
•'General  to  be  supplied  by  the  appointment  of  Thomas  Rodney, 
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*  *  Esquire,  in  the  resolution  of  both  Houses  of  the  20th  of  April 
"last,  for  the  borrowing  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
'  •  on  the  credit  of  the  State,  &c.  ;  but  are  of  opinion  that  the 
**  appointment  of  Mr.  Rodney  is  only  temporary,  and  for  the 

*  *  special  service  of  completing  the  clothing  of  the  Delaware 

*  *  Regiment  at  present.  If  the  Council  should  view  this  matter 
"in  the  same  light  the  House  of  Assembly  does,  and  are  of 
* '  opinion  that  the  appointment  of  a  Clothier  General  is  neces- 

*  *  sary,  this  House  propose  likewise  to  put  in  nomination,  at  the 
"same  time,  persons  to  be  balloted  for  to  fill  that  office." 

Whereupon,  in  answer  thereto,  the  following  message  was  pre- 
pared and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Conwell : 

GentUffien  : 

The  Council  can  put  no  other  construction  on  the  resolution  of 
the  20th  ultimo,  mentioned  in  your  verbal  message  of  this  after- 
noon, than  is  expressed  therein,  to  wit :  "That  me  said  sum  of 
seven  thousand  nve  hundred  dollars  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
Thomas  Rodney,  Esquire,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the 
purchase  of  clotning  for  the  Delaware  Regiment ;"  and  however 
temporary  this  appointment  may  be  considered  to  be,  ^et  the 
business  is  not  begun,  and  we  apprehend  that  the  appomtment 
of  a  Clothier  General,  whose  duty  must  be  the  same,  will  super- 
cede this  act,  so  recently  done,  which  would  make  our  proceed- 
ings rather  exceptionable,  and  this  is  what  we  wish  to  avoid,  for 
the  Council  think  with  the  Assembly  that  such  an  officer  is  neces- 
sary, and  have  no  other  objection  than  what  is  above  expressed. 

Mr.  Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above 
message  according  to  order. 

The  Doorkeeper  informed  the  Chair  that  the  House  of  As- 
sembly were  waiting  to  be  admitted,  and  they  were  admitted 
accordingly. 

The  Cotmcil  and  House  of  Assembly  being  met  in  the  Council 
Room  to  put  in  nomination  three  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as 
Justices  ol  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  stead  of  William  Killen, 
John  Cook,  and  John  Evans,  Esquires ;  a  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court,  in  the  room  of 
Thomas  Tilton,  and  also  a  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners  for 
the  State,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 


1 


*i^  jcsrm^  -.9  T3a:  zr^fi^rzi,  if 


w£  ^isr^ixsuic  ?mn  ^i:iC  ^U!:  C^susaL  AaaeaxhiT-  sk  ocvr  Try*:  3l  ±e 
Sesee  r  *  Coirf  J-attce  rf  4e  Oyart  ce  Canmim  ?^b»  anr  Or- 

Tim  vxnmoSKK.  !>»ti|(  Ktaaraed  vszacssd.  'foe:  as  EgTyTtracy. 

Tfe  Fr-3tt#fejt  ac«irS5ri  at  Ae  Gencril  Aascarcly:  tiet  ae 

1^  tsittrf  omuai,  'irSu'/ie  naixus  v»re  tacei  dc«a  iir  ine  .  t  iuhi  irt  Jr- 
6»  'ijf  du5:  w^wk/fXk  fd  zxA  Hoa&es,    Tie  PtrstSrir  :5«  «^ 

Oil  WkrA^Ak, 

Rjn^>h€d,  Tlhat  due:  Geaeral  AjksiLcj  qov  sepoxz&e  2=d  zxct 
at  ^  f/f^^ic  Ur^^Miom  W0rxxsc%.  m  die  CoBiacfT  'Roob.  Cj  boDoc 
for  tfce  .«^  'vftcen  c«it  </  dse  pesioas  oov  pot  at  coccfBaiaaa. 

T1k»  dM;  H/jttti!:  </  Afltoibijr  v^idrrv. 

The  Oytrndt  a^>itnied  to  9  o'dock  to-mcmnr  caomag. 


Thursday,  A.  >L,  May  21st  1778. 

Tb«  O/undl  met,  and  beiiig  ixiibrmed  that,  by  the  going  away 
iA  divert  m^:m\jtr%  fA  the  House  of  Assembly,  a  sufficient  num- 
\fer  wtff.  nfA  in  toim  to  form  a  House,  and  no  prospect  o(  their 
attendance  \^rrrt  Monday  next,  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  ap- 
plied for  leave  of  absence  for  ten  days,  and  it  b  granted  to  him. 
Then  the  GMmcil  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Tuesday  momii^ 
next 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  May  26th,  1778. 

A  sufficient  number  to  compose  a  House  not  attending,  the 
Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Friday,  the  29th  of  the 
same  instant 


Friday,  A.  M.,  May  29th,  1778. 

The  Council  met,  and  beine  informed  that  a  sufficient  number 
of  members  of  the  House  of  the  Assembly  were  not  in  town,  and 
that  it  was  uncertain  when  they  might  be  expected,  adjounied  till 
Wednesday,  the  first  day  of  July  next. 


MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL. 


JUNE,  1778. 


37 


VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


CALLED  SESSION,  JUNE,  1778. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  by  a  special  order  of  the  President,  on  Wednes- 
day, the  seventeenth  day  of  June,  Anno  Domini  1778,  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  members  to  form  a  House  not  attending,  the 
Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Friday,  the  19th  instant. 


Friday,  June  19th,  1778. 

The  following  members  appeared  in  the  Council,  viz  : 

For  New  Castle  County — Nicholas  Vandyke,  Peter  Hyatt. 

For  Kent  County — Richard  Bassett,  John  Baning. 

For  Sussex  County — John  Jones,  John  Clowes,  William  Con- 
well. 

George  Read,  Esquire,  Speaker  of  the  Council,  not  attending, 
the  Council  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker  pro  tempore, 
and  Nicholas  Vandvke,  Esquire,  was  unanimously  cnosen.  The 
Speaker  took  the  (5hair. 


I 


Mr  Leios  2  iDemtKr  of  djtr  H*jus^  of  Asembh-.  annining. 
m-as  admiiiec  and  delivtffec  tc^  "dH:  Chair  die  foliriirnig  -pcnaail 
messa^  froxz  die  Hxnsait  tx  AssenibjT  to  dbe  CgimrT.  var 


'  The  s-uddes  separabac  of  liK;  House  of  A^enuih-  pmions 
to  ti>e  tixDe  appgsnted  rnr  tbc  GeiHszI  A^rmnrr  ai  thgr  lasi 

"stDxi^  i*>r  the  eiecbac  of  Jisdcss  of  die  Sigrfmie  ConrL  a 
Chks  Justioe  cif  tbe  Ccnrr  of  CciranKm  Fisas  and  Orphans' 

'  Coitrt  iof  ^;k^  Ccninty  of  Kcdl  and  a  Cannmas^r-  GesaaH  of 

•  FriiOoeTt-  prevented  the  appcflcntmeai  of  diose  amrgrs  :  yet,  as 
a  nomi&alKffi  of  perbon^  ctxalx^ed  to  £1]  said  attinr?  has  been 
z^^uf^y  xnadie.  and  the  pabBc  veiare  dsmandh^  their  ^>- 

'  pgimtnkent  Q>eedihr.  thb  Hook  pn^pose  to  mea  the  hoBiofa- 
t»k  Coundi]  to-morrcnr  mormstg:  at  lo  o'oodk.  h:  the  Coandl 
Chamber,  to  baUot  for  the  said  o&cers." 

Whereupon  the  iolkrwmg  r^sbal  Txssatgc  iram  die  Canndl  to 
the  Hoube  of  Assembhr.  in  anfraq  to  the  abore,  vas  diamn  up 
at  the  table : 

Otntlemtn: 

The  Council,  taking  into  oooadeiatioa  the  propositioo  made 
\yf  the  House  of  AsBonbhr,  in  their  verha]  messa^  of  this  day, 
to  meet  to-morrov  moroii^  at  ten  o'clock,  in  the  Coandl  Cham- 
b^^  to  baHoC  for  Justioes  of  the  Supreme  Court,  a  Chief  Jasdoe 
</  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  in  the  Coun- 
ty <A  Kent,  and  a  Commissaiy  General  of  Prisooeis  for  the  State, 
do  agree  to  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Convefl  wait  on  the  House  of  AssemUy 
with  the  concurrence  of  die  Council  to  their  proposition  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Bassett  be  a  oonunittee  to 
wait  on  his  Ezcdkmcy,  the  President,  and  acquaint  him  that  die 
Council  are  now  sittu^  and  are  ready  to  receive  any  busness 
which  he  may  have  to  &y  before  diem. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  r^^lating  the  fees  of  divers  dvil  officers,  &c.,  was 
read  the  second  time  and  deferred  for  consideration  until  to- 
morrow. 

Adjourned  to  9  o'dock  to-morrow. 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  June  20th,  1778. 

The  Council  met     All  present  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Conwell  now  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  Pre- 
sident, now  reported  that  they  had  delivered  the  message  com- 
mitted to  them,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday,  when  the 
President  was  pleased,  in  answer,  to  say  that  he  had  no  particular 
business  to  lay  before  the  Council,  but  strongly  recommended  to 
them  the  finishing  of  the  business  which  was  left  undone  at  their 
last  sitting ;  and  added  that  if  any  papers  which  concerned  the 
public  should  come  to  his  hands  whilst  the  Council  were  sitting 
he  would  immediately  lay  them  before  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  inform  them  that  the  Council  are  now  sitting  and  are  ready 
to  receive  them  for  the  purpose  of  balloting  for  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  a  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
and  Orphans'  Court  in  Kent  Co\inty,  and  a  Commissary  General 
of  Prisoners  for  the  State,  out  of  the  persons  before  put  in  nomi- 
nation. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above 
message  according  to  order. 

The  House  of  Assembly  now  attended  for  the  purpose  of  bal- 
loting for  the  said  officers,  and  were  admitted. 

Ordered,^  That  Messrs.  Jones,  Clowes,  Stout,  Bryan,  and  Hall 
be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  ac- 

Juaint  him  diat  the  General  Assembly  are  now  met  in  the  Council 
Chamber  for  the  purpose  of  balloting  for  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  a  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Or- 
phans' Court  for  the  County  of  Kent,  and  a  Commissary  Gen- 
eral of  Prisoners  for  this  State,  aiid  request  his  attendance,  if  he 
choose  to  be  present,  at  the  balloting. 

The  committee,  being  returned,  reported  that  they  had  waited 
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on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  with  the  above  message,  when 
he  was  pleased  to  say  that  he  would  attend  the  General  Assembly 
immediately. 

The  President  attended  in  the  General  Assembly ;  then  the 
President  and  General  Assembly  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  the 
said  officers  severally,  by  joint  ballot,  and  the  box  containing  the 
ballots  being  examined  by  the  Speaker  of  each  House,  in  the 
presence  of  the  President  and  the  members  thereof,  it  appeared 
that— 

William  KLllen,  Esq.,  was  duly  elected  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  for  this  State  ; 

David  Finney,  Esq.,  was  duly  elected  second  Justice  of  the 
said  Court  ;  and 

John  Jones,  Esq.,  was  duly  elected  third  Justice  of  the  said 
Court ; 

Thomas  Rodney,  Esq.,  was  duly  elected  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of 
Kent ;  and 

George  Craghead,  Esq,,  was  duly  elected  Commissary  General 
of  Prisoners  for  this  State. 

On  motion,  agreed  that  the  Gfineral  Assembly  now  separate. 

Then  the  President  and  the  House  of  Assembly  withdrew,  and 
the  Council  adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  and  took  into  consideration  the  bill  for  r^fu- 
latin^  the  fees  of  the  civil  officers,  &c..  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  said  bill  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  two 
to  examine  and  report  thereon  on  Monday  next. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr,  Jones  and  Mr.  Clowes. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 
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Monday,  A.  M.,  June  22d,  1778. 

The  Council  met.  All  present  as  on  Saturday,  and  also  Mr. 
Hyatt 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  regulating  the 
fees  of  die  civil  officers,  &c.,  now  delivered  in  their  report  at  the 
table,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  and  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  bill  for  regulating  the  fees,  &c.,  and  some 
amendments  being  agreed  to,  the  same  was  deferred  for  further 
consideration  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  June  23d,  1778. 
The  Council  met.     All  present  as  on  yesterday. 

The  Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  amend- 
ments reported  to  the  bill  for  regulating  the  fees,  &c.,  by  the 
committee,  and  after  sundry  debates,  flie  question  being  put, 
whether  the  allowance  of  the  members  of  uie  General  Assem- 
bly, the  Clerks  of  the  two  Houses,  and  the  members  of  the  Privy 
Council,  for  their  attendance,  should  be  a  fixed  sum,  or,  whether 
their  expenses  should  be  paid  by  the  public,  the  Council  were 
equally  divided. 
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On  motictf)  of  Mr.  Bassett,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  said 
question  be  entered  on  the  minutes,  the  same  were  ordered,  and 
arc  utf  follow,  to  wit : 

Fcr  the  affirmoHve —  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Hyatt 
For  the  negoHve — Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Qowes,  Mr.  ConwelL 

And  thereupon  the  Speaker  gave  the  casting  vote  in  the  nega- 
tive, 

Mr.  Patterson,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  a  free 
pardon,  &c.,  with  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by 
the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment  of  committees  for  set- 
tling the  Loan  Office  accounts,  and  also  a  resolution  to  adjourn 
onThursday  next 

The  Council  now  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for 
regulating  the  fees,  &c.,  and  the  amendments  reported  thereto, 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein  the  same  was  postponed  until 
the  afternoon  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met 

The  Council  again  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  regulating  the  fees,  &c. ,  and  the  amendments  reported  there- 
to by  the  committee,  and  the  said  amendments  were  all  acceded 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  therewith  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  MoUestoo,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **An 
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act  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  this  State." 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  agreed 
to  by  tne  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  bill  for  regulating  the  fees  of  divers  civil  officers,  &c., 
and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council :  and  also 
return  the  bill  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  agreed  to  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  aforesaid  papers  according  to 
order. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  to  enable 
Charles  Pope,  his  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  to  erect  a 
bridge  over  Duck  Creek,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto 
by  the  Council ;  and  also  the  following  message  from  the  House 
of  Assembly  to  the  Council  relative  to  the  said  amendments,  to 
wit: 

^'Gentlemen: 

"The  House  of  Assembly  have  taken  into  consideration  the 
*' amendments  proposed  by  your  honorable  House  to  the  bill  to 
**  enable  Charles  Pope,  his  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  to 

*  *  erect  a  bridge  over  Duck  Creek,  and  have  acceded  to  the  first. 
**Your  second  amendment  this  House  have  not  agreed  to,  be- 

*  *  cause  they  conceive  it  would  be  a  particular  hardship  upon  the 
**said  Charles  Pope  to  oblige  him  to  lay  out  a  road,  at  least  a 
**mile  through  his  lands,  without  receiving  any  compensation  by 
**way  of  damages,  as  they  apprehend  that  the  bridge  intended 
"to  oe  erected  Dy  him  will  be  of  public  utility.     The  Assembly 

*  *  therefore  flatter  themselves  that  the  honorable  Council,  upon  a 
"reconsideration  of  the  said  amendments,  will  recede  therefi'om. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House, 

"Dover,  June  22,  1778.  SAM.  WEST,  Speaker:' 

Which,  by  order,  was  read. 

38 
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On  motion,  by  order,  the  resolnticm  crf'the  Hoose  of  Assembly 
for  the  appointment  of  committees  for  settlii^  the  Loan  Office 
accounts,  was  read  the  fiist  time. 

On  motion,  by  order,  die  resolution  of  the  House  erf*  Assembly 
respecting  an  aajoumment,  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  Council  now  took  into  coosderation  the  amendments  oro- 
posed  by  the  House  erf*  Assembly  to  die  bill  fix-afree  pardon,  &c., 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein  the  same  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'dock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  June  24th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.  All  present  as  on  yesterday,  except  Mr. 
Bassett,  who  is  sick. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  amendments 
propceed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill  for  a  free  pardon, 
&C.,  and  the  same  being  severallv  acceded  to,  a  fiuther  amend- 
ment to  the  said  bill  was  proposed  by  the  Council,  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  Council,  taking  into  a  reconsideration  the  second  amend- 
ment proposed  by  them  to  the  bill  to  enable  Charles  Pope,  his 
heirs,  executors,  &c.,  to  erect  a  bridge  over  Duck  Creek,  and 
disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  do  recede  therefrom. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Banin^  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  foregoing  bill  and  its  amendments  and  inform  them 
that  the  Council  had  receded  from  their  second  amendment 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly,  according  to  order,  with  the  aforesaid 
papers. 

On  motion,  by  order, 
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The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment 
of  committees  to  settie  the  Loan  Office  Accounts,  was  read  the 
second  time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

''Monday,  P.  M.,  June  21st,  1778. 

"The  House,  taking  into  consideration  that  part  of  the  mes- 
"sage  from  the  Council  of  the  14th  of  May  last,  objecting  to  the 
**  resolution  of  this  House,  of  the  ist  of  the  same  month,  for  the 
"appointment  of  committees  for  settiing  the  accounts  of  the 
"General  Loan  Office,  concurred  therein,  and  thereupon 

''Resolved,  That  David  Finney  and  John  Thompson,  Esq'rs, 
"be  appointed,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  a  committee  for  the 
"County  of  New   Castle;  William   Killen  and  James  Sykes, 

*  *  Esquires,  a  committee  for  the  County  of  Kent ;  and  William 
"  Peery  and  John  Clowes,  Esquires,  a  committee  for  the  County 

*  *  of  Sussex,  for  the  purpose  of  settiing  and  adjusting  the  accounts 
"of  the  respective  Loan  Offices  and  Military  Treasurers  within 
"this  State,  and  also  the  accounts  of  a  Committee  of  Safety, 
"formerly  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  agreeable  to  two  resolu- 
"tions  of  this  House  of  the  aforesaid  ist  of  May. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

"Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assenidfy.*' 

And  thereupon  the  Council,  on  their  part,  have  nominated 
Samuel  Patterson,  Esquire,  for  the  County  of  New  Castie  ;  Elea- 
zar  McComb,  Gentieman,  for  the  County  of  Kent ;  and  Joseph 
Hazzard,  Gentieman,  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  in  addition  to 
the  number  chosen  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
le  foregoing  resolutior 
of  the  Council  thereto. 


the  foregoing  resolution,  with  the  concurrence  and  appointment 
Coi 


Mr.  Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


yOO  3CDrcTES  OF  THE  COC3ICIL  OF 


EoDEx  Die,  P.  BL 
The  Cooncfl  xoeL 

Mr,  Derrickaon,  a  member  of  tbe  Hoose  of  Aasembiy^  attend- 
mg^  was  admitted  and  de&rered  to  ^yt  Qaar  the  Fee  BiIL  widi 
the  amendments  proposed  dxereto  hj  ^yt  Cdondl^  severaHj  ac- 
ceded to  by  die  House  of  Assembly,  except  that  port  of  the  first 
which  relates  to  die  allowance  to  die  Jostices  of  the  Coarts  of 
CooBmoo  Pleas,  dec,  and  an  adcfitiooal  danse,  proposed  by  way 
d[  amendment  to  die  said  bOl  by  the  Hoose  of  Assembly,  ac- 
companied with  a  message  firom  that  Ho«Be  to  the  Coimdl  rela- 
tive to  the  same. 

The  same  member  also  defivered  to  the  Chair  a  resohitioQ  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  S&oag  op  the  blanks,  \A  for  the  com- 
mimoners'  names,  in  the  bill  for  a  nree  pardon,  &c 

On  motion,  hy  order,  tbe  messs^  rdadve  the  amendments 
proposed  by  each  House  to  the  Fee  BiD,  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  is  as  MIows,  viz : 

••  GeniUmen: 

"Tbe  Assembly  have  taken  into  consideradon  the  amend- 
*'  ments  proposed  by  your  honorable  House  to  the  bill  for  regn- 
"  lating  and  establishing  the  Fees  of  divers  CivO  Officers  of  mis 
"State,  and  for  odier  purposes  therein  mentioned,  and  have 
"agreed  to  all  die  said  amendments  except  that  part  of  the  first 
"  which  makes  the  fees  allowed  to  the  Justices  of  the  Courts  of 
"Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  and  the  Re^^isters  for 
"the  Probate  of  Wills  double  die  sums  allowed  the  said  Justices 
"and  Rq^isters  by  an  act  of  Assembly  of  this  State,  passed  the 
"  third  day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
"enty,  entitied  *An  act  for  r^^ulating  and  establishing  Fees,* 
"which  they  have  rejected,  because  they  conceive  the  salaries 
"  the  said  Justices,  by  an  act  of  Assembly  of  this  State,  passed 
"  the  twenty-second  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
"dred  and  seventy-seven,  when  added  to  the  sums  allowed  by 
''the  first  recited  act,  will  make  ample  provision  for  defiraying 
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■  Uie  expenses  incurred  by  the  said  Justices  while  attending  the 
•*  business  cognizable  before  their  Courts,  and  because  they  con- 
"ceive  the  office  of  Register  for  the  Probate  of  Wills  is  a  lucra- 
"tive  post,  and  the  execution  thereof  not  necessarily  attended 
'*  with  any  great  expense. 

**The  Assembly  have  also  added  another  clause  to  the  bill  for 
**  defraying  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
"Court  during  the  sitting  thereof  and  for  allowinjj  them  fees  for 
'*»cr\dces  by  them  to  be  done,  for  which  no  provision  hath  here- 
"tofore  been  made,  which  they  flatter  themselves  will  be  acceded 
**  to  by  your  honorable  House. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  House, 

*'  Dover,  June  24,  1778.  SAM.  WEST,  Speaker.*' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  hlling  up  the 
blanks,  left  for  the  commissioners'  names,  tn  the  bill  for  a  free 
pardon.  &c.*  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 


'  On  motion, 


*  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
*•  Wednesday,  P.  M.,  June  24,  1778, 


'* Resolved,  That  the  blanks,  left  for  the  names  of  the  commis- 
"sioners,  in  the  bill  entided  *An  act  of  free  pardon  and  oblivion, 
'*  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  be  filled  upas  fol- 
*Mow5,  viz: 

**For  New  Casde  Count>' — William  M.  Clay,  Gentleman. 

**  For  Kent  County — The  Honorable  Samuel  West,  Esquire, 

**  For  Sussex  County — Levin  Derrickson»  Esquire. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH.  CV  k  of  Assembly:' 
Adjourned  to  10  o*clock  to-morrow. 
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Thursday,  A,  M.,  June  25th*  1778. 

The  Council  met.     All  present  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  message  from  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly to  the  Council  of  yesterday  was  read  a  second  time  ;  where- 
upon tlie  following  answer  was  drawn  up  at  the  table,  read  and 
agreed  to,  to  wit : 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  have  taken  your  message  of  yesterday,  relative  to 
the  amendments  proposed  by  Council  to  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  regulating  and  establishing  the  Fees  of  divers  Civil  Offi- 
cers, &c.,"  and  the  amendments  proposed  by  your  honorable 
House  to  said  bill,  into  consideration,  and  have  receded  from 
their  first  amendment,  proposing  to  strike  out  all  the  words  of 
the  clause  in  the  second  page  of  the  aforesaid  bill  which  follow 
the  word  [the]  in  the  3d  line  next  before  the  word  [Jusdces], 
and  agree  that  they  shall  stand  after  the  other  words  by  Council 
proposed  to  be  added  to  that  exception, 

We  have  also  agreed  to  your  proposed  amendment  with  the 
following  alterations,  to  wit :  Dele  the  words  [said  act  for  es- 
tablishing fees]  and  insert  [by  the  laws  of  this  State]  ;  also  add 
the  words  [and  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  Goal 
Delivery]  after  the  word  [Court]  in  the  fourth  line  of  said 
amendments.  Dele  the  word  [Supreme]^  in  the  third  line  of  the 
enacting  clause,  and  add  the  letter  [s]  to  the  next  word.  Dele 
the  words  [the  State],  in  the  line  next  following,  and  insert  these 
words :  [by  the  respective  counties  where  the  said  Courts  shall 
be  held].  Dele  the  words  [above-recited  act!  and  insert  [by 
the  laws  of  the  State],  Dele  the  word  [the]  and  insert  the 
word  [such]^:  and  also  dele  the  words  [in  which  they  respec- 
tively reside]. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  above  message,  and  return  the  bill  for  regulating  the 
fees,  &c, ,  with  its  amendments. 
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Mr.  Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  said  papers  according  to  order. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  H)ratt  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  bill  for  a  free  pardon,  &c.,  and  its  amendments,  and  inform 
them  that  the  Council  have  agreed  to  the  amendments  proposed 
by  them  to  the  said  bill,  and  nave  also  proposed  a  further  paper 
of  amendments  to  the  same. 

Mr.  H)ratt,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
same  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Clark,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  was 
admitted  and  returned  the  bill  for  a  free  pardon,  with  the  amend- 
ments proposed  to  the  same  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  delivered  to  the  Chair  **A  bill  to  prevent 
the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this  State  beyond  the  seas." 

On  motion,  the  pardon  bill  was  read  and  passed  the  Council, 
and  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  for  a  free  pardon  be  engrossed. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
provisions,  &c.,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  passed 
the  Council 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  same  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  and  inform  them  that  the  Council  have  agreed 
thereto. 
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Mr.  Conwell  reported  that  he  had  returned  the  said  bill  accord- 
ing to  order* 

Mr.  Derrickson,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend* 
ing,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  followmg  verbal 
message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  Council,  viz  : 

*  *  The  House  of  Assembly  finding  they  cannot,  this  evening, 
**  finish  the  business  before  them,  have  agreed  to  postpone  the 
' '  adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly  until  to-morrow  after- 
**noon.** 

Adjourned  to  ro  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  A.  M,,  June  26th,  1778. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  bill  for  a  free  pardon,  &c*,  being  engrossed,  was  read  and 
compared,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  by  Mr,  Clowes  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  comparison,  and  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of 
that  House,  together  with  the  resolution  for  filling  up  the  blanks 
lefl  for  the  names  of  the  commissioners  in  the  said  bill,  in  which 
the  Council  had  concurred. 

Mr.  Clowes,  being  returned,  reported  tliat  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  said  papers  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Ridgely,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  dehvered  to  the  Chair  the  several  bills  passed 
this  session,  severally  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, together  with  the  amendments  to  each,  and  a  resolution 
of  that  House  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  said  bills. 

The  same  member  also  dehvered  the  resolutions  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  procuring  the  records  and  public  papers  of  this 
State,  and  lastly  the  resolutions  of  Assembly  of  the  25th  June» 
1778. 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  I  778.  305 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  resolution  of  tiie  House  of  Assem- 
bly for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  several  bills  passed  this 
session  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz : 

*'  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Friday,  A.  M.,  June  26th,  1778. 
**0n  motion, 

'^ Resolved^  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
**  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  bills,  to  wit : 

"  I.  'An  act  of  free  pardon  and  oblivion,  and  for  other  pur- 
*'  poses  therein  mentioned  ;' 

**2.  *An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  provisions  from 
**  this  State  beyond  uie  seas  ;' 

**3.  'An  act  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in 
"the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State  ;' 

*'  4.  'An  act  for  regulating  and  establishing  the  fees  of  divers 
"civil  officers  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
"tioned;' 

'1 5.  'An  act  to  enable  Charles  Pope,  of  the  County  of  Kent, 
"his  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  to  erect  a  bridge  over 
"Duck  Creek/'' 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly for  procuring  the  records  and  public  papers  of  this  State  were 
read  and  concurred  in,  and  follow  in  these  words,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Friday,  A.  M.,  June  26,  1778. 

"Whereas  the  records  and  public  papers  of  this  State  and 
"the  County  of  New  Castie  have  fallen  mto  the  hands  of  the 
"British  troops,  lately  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  Prov- 
"ince  of  Pennsylvania,  and  may  yet  remain  there;  in  order, 
"therefore,  to  recover  the  same,  if  possible, 

''Resolved,  That  the  President  of  this  State  be  empowered  to 
"appoint  a  proper  person  or  persons  to  go  to  said  city  for  the 
"  purpose  aforesaid,  to  make  inquiry  for  and  demand  and  receive 
"and  secure  such  records  and  pubhc  papers  from  any  person  or 
"  persons  in  whose  hands  or  possession  the  same,  or  any  of  them, 
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On  0K4JO0,  by  order. 

The  rcsointkms  of  the  Assembly  of  the  25th  Jmie.  177S,  were 
read  and  concttired  in,  and  are  as  ibilovs,  viz  : 

'•  Ik  the  House  of  Assembly, 
'•  Thursday,  A-  M.,  June  25th,  1778. 
"On  motion, 

*'Re$olved,  That  his  ExceDency,  the  President,  be  empowered 
"and  requested  to  ^ve  the  necessary  orders  for  the  payment  ci 
"the  de^Jts  due  to  the  Militia  of  this  State,  according  to  the  re- 
**  wolves  of  the  General  Assembly  thereo£ 

"That  he  draw  out  of  the  Loan  Offices  of  this  State,  or  any 
* '  ^/f  them,  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  for  carrying 
"  into  execution  a  resolve  of  the  General  Assembly  empowering 
"  hw  Excellency  to  procure  arms  and  ammunition  and  to  employ 
''an  armourer,  and  this  House  will  devise  ways  and  means  far 
"replacing  the  same. 
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"That  a  transcript  of  the  appointment  by  the  General  As- 
'*sembly  of  a  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners  for  this  State  be 
**  made  out  for  the  said  Commissary,  and  signed  by  the  Speakers 
"of  both  Houses,  and  that  the  President  he  empowered  to  pay 
"into  the  hands  of  the  said  Commissary  General  such  sum  or 
"sums  of  money  as  he  may  want  for  the  purchasing  provisions 
"for  the  use  of  prisoners  and  for  defraying  the  expense  of  the 
*  *  same  out  of  any  money  that  may  be  in  any  of  the  Loan  Offices 
"in  this  State  not  yet  appropriated.'* 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met 

Ordered,  That  the  several  bills  passed  this  session  be  now 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 

Which  was  done  accordingly  ;  and  thereupon  the  Council,  on 
their  part,  do  appoint  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Clowes  to  be  a  commit- 
tee, to  join  with  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  to  wait 
on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  with  the  said  bills  and  see  him 
affix  the  Great  Seal  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  return  the  said  bills  and  the  three 
last  mentioned  resolutions,  severally  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Council,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  inform  them  of  the  ap- 
pointment aforesaid. 

Mr.  Clowes,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  papers  committed  to  him,  and 
informed  them  of  the  appointment  aforesaid,  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  informed  the  Chair  that  the  House  of  As- 
sembly had  acceded  to  their  appointment,  and  have  named,  on 
the  part  of  the  House  of  Assemoly,  Messrs.  Patterson,  Ridgely, 


^J5^><s;  >lffyrTKf:  ar  IHE  OOClfCIL  OF 

<ji«^  HUit  ^  >^  ^te  ^aod  coBBBittBe  of  Cocmdl  ibr  the  puipose 

TV  c<«wmil%9«^  %e9^^  retnmed,  lepcxted  tbat  diey  had  waited 
vH»  ]|i^  l^^^^s&esigr^  j^greeaUe  to  order,  and  that  he  affixed  the 
C^l^tit  ^^^  >^^  ^i^  Sciae  to  the  laws  in  their  presence. 


Mr.  Wif<i)».  a  nenbcr  of  the  House  of  Assembhr,  attczK£i^, 
^B^,».%mined  and  ddi%qed  to  the  Chair  a  lesc^ntxMi  of  diat  Hoose 
CiMNTTrrriic  ^^  Prr^nf"^  tr  Tfn—  fnr  mfrmrr  nnmrrd  hy  thr  l^m 
^f^  A^s^sB^ihr,  with  an  aoooont  Ibr  services  done  by  James  Booth, 
E§K|iiHre.  as  Secretary,  amountii^  to  ^^54  :  4  :  a 

Oa  mockn,  fay  order,  the  ibreg^oii^  rescdutioo  was  read  and 
coftcuned  in,  and  ic^lows  in  these  words,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Friday,  P.  M.,  June  26th,  1778. 

**On  motion, 

**Jlesoivedy  That  the  President  or  Commander-in>Chief  be  em- 
''  powered  to  draw  out  of  the  Loan  Offices  of  diis  State,  or  any 
*'  of  them,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  have  been  ag^^eed  by 
"  the  General  Assembly  to  be  due  to  any  perscm  or  persons  for 
^'services  rendered  this  State. 

"On  motion,  by  order,  the  account  of  James. Booth,  Esquire, 
**  for  services  done  as  Secretary,  was  read  and  allowed." 

Ordered,  That  the  fc«^oing  resolution,  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  Council  thereto,  and  the  said  account,  be  returned  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  — . 

Who,  beii^  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  same  ac- 
cording to  order. 

The  Council  allowed  the  following  accounts,  brought  in  at  this 
sitting,  for  services  rendered  the  State,  viz : 

To  Mr.  French  Battell,  for  the  expenses  incurred  by 

the  members  of  the  Council,  as  per  account  filec^  1018  o  o 
To  George  Read,  Esq.,   .   .  for  mileage,  &c.,  ...      21  17    9 

Carriedover^ ;£iP39  17    9 
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Brought  aver, 

To  Thomas  Collins,  Esq.,       **  ** 

To  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esq.,  **  ** 

To  Richard  Bassett,  Esq., 

To  John  Baning,  Esq.,  **  ** 

To  William  Conwell,  Esq.,      ** 

To  John  Clowes,  Esq.,  **  ** 

To  Peter  Hyatt,  Esq., 

To  John  Jones,  Esq..  **  '* 

To  Benjamin  Vining,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  Council, 

To  John  Smithers,  Doorkeeper, 


£i02,9   17 

9 

14  3 

9 

•   24  17 

I 

•   13  15 

9 

13  15 

9 

.   16  I 

4 

•   43  5 

0 

18  12 

0 

•   39  1 

I 

.   32  12 

6 

12  0 

0 

£126% 


Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  and  signed  by  the  Speaker 
for  the  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  ;^2i  :  17  :  9  to  George  Read, 
Esq.,  on  the  Trustee  of  the  Loan  Office  of  New  Castle  County, 
and  that  orders  be  drawn  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  on  the 
respective  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Offices  of  Kent  and  Sussex 
Counties  for  the  payment  of  the  remaining  sums. 

Whereupon  the  said  orders  were  drawn  and  signed  by  the 
Speaker. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  to  the  loth  day  of  August  next, 
to  meet  at  the  Tqjvn  of  Dover. 


In  a  note  to  the  above  the  Clerk  says :  "  N.  B.— The  General  Assembly  did  not  meet  again 
this  year,  notwithstanding  their  adjournment."  From  what  follows  it  may  be  inferred  that  the 
aUQsion  is  to  the  official  year,  the  time  for  o  "      " 

Monday  in  October. 


'  convening  the  General  Assembly  being  the  third 


MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL. 


OCTOBER.  1778. 


VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  on  Monday,  the  nineteenth  day  of  October, 
Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight, 
a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  compose  a  House  not  attend- 
ing, the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Wednesday, 
the  28th  day  of  October,  1778. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  October  28th,  1778. 

The  following  members  appeared  in  the  Council,  viz  : 

For  New  Castle  County — Peter  Hyatt. 

For  Kent  County — Thomas  Collins,  Richard  Bassett. 

For  Sussex  County — John  Clowes. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of  New 
Castie  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor  to  fill  the  seat  of  Nicholas 
•Vandyke,  Esq.,  which  became  vacant  on  the  first  day  of  October 
last  by  rotation,  being  laid  on  the  table,  it  appears  that  Samuel 
Patterson,  Esq.,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Council  for  the 
County  of  New  Castle,  in  the  room  of  the  said  Nicholas  Van- 
dyke, on  the  first  day  of  this  instant,  October. 

Mr.  Patterson  appeared  in  the  Council. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of 
Kent  of  die  election  of  a  Councillor  being  laid  on  the  table,  it 
40 
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appears  that  John  Baning,  Esq.,  whose  seat  became  vacant  on 
the  first  day  of  October  last  by  rotation,  was  reelected  a  member 
of  the  Council  for  the  County  of  Kent,  on  the  first  day  of  this 
instant,  October. 

•Mr.  Baning  appeared  in  the  Council. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of 
Sussex  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor  being  laid  on  the  table,  it 
appears  that  William  Conwell,  Esq,,  whose  seat  became  vacant 
on  the  first  day  of  October  last  by  rotation,  was  reelected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  on  tlie  first  day  of 
this  instant,  October. 

Mr.  Conwell  appeared  in  the  Council. 

And  it  also  appears  by  the  said  return  that  the  freeholders 
and  electors  of  the  said  county  did  elect,  choose,  nominate  and 
appoint  William  Polk,  Esq. ,  of  said  county,  to  represent  the 
freemen  of  the  county  aforesaid  in  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
Delaware  State,  in  the  room  of  John  Jones,  Esq.,  late  a  member 
thereof,  and  whose  seat  is  vacated  by  reason  of  the  said  John 
Jones  being  appointed  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 
for  said  State* 

Mr.  Polk  appeared  in  the  Council. 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die.  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  and  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,. 
and  Thomas  Collins,  Esq.,  was  unanimously  chosen. 

The  Speaker  in  the  Chair,  Mr.  Benjamin  Vining  was  appointed 
Clerk,  and  Benjamin  Crooks  Doorkeeper  and  Sergeant-at-Arms 
to  the  Council. 

Messrs.  Patterson,  Baning  and  Conwell,  three  members  chosen 
at  the  last  general  election,  took  the  oath  and  subscribed  the  de- 
claration prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article  of  the  Constitu- 
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tion  of  this  State,  and  then  took  their  seats  in  the  Council.     [^See 
noU  an  page  10,  ] 

Benjamin  Vining  appeared  in  the  Council,  took  the  oath  and 
subscribed  the  declaration  prescribed  by  the  2 2d  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  this  State,  and  also  took  the  oath  of  office  as 
Clerk  of  the  Council.     [See  note  an  page  iiJ\ 

Upon  the  question,  whether  William  Polk,  Esquire,  can  be 
admitted  a  legal  member  of  the  Council  under  the  Sheriff's  re- 
turn and  the  present  Constitution  or  form  of  Government,  there 
having  been  no  writ  issued  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  for  the 
election  of  a  Councillor  in  the  room  of  John  Jones,  Esq.,  whose 
seat  became  vacant  by  the  acceptance  of  an  office,  the  Council 
are  equally  divided. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  be  en- 
tered on  the  said  question  upon  the  minutes,  they  are  as  follows, 
to  wit : 

For  the  affirmative — Mr.  Clowes,  Mr.  Hyatt,  Mr.  Con  well. 

Far  the  negative — Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Patterson. 

And  thereupon  the  Speaker  gave  the  casting  vote  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  his  Ex- 
cellency, the  President,  to  the  Assembly,  dated  Oct.  23d,  1778, 
and  inclosing  a  letter  from  the  President  of  Congress,  dated  loth 
July,  1778,  with  three  acts  of  Congress,  one  passed  the  2d  day 
of  Oct.,  1778,  for  continuing  the  present  embargo  on  provisions 
until  the  last  day  of  January,  1779,  and  for  other  purposes  there- 
in mentioned;  a  second,  an  act  passed  the  5th  Oct.,  1778,  for 
exchanging,  with  Continental  Currency,  such  local  Bills  of  Credit 
as  have  been  received  in  the  Loan  Offices  of  each  State  respec- 
tively ;  a  third,  an  act  passed  the  1 2th  of  the  same  instant,  for 
encouraging  true  religion  and  good  morals,  and  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  such  entertainments  as  have  a  contrary  tendency  ;  wnich, 
by  order,  were  read  the  first  time,  and  the  said  message  follows 
in  these  words,  to  wit :  * 

*  This  mesBage  and  sundry  other  documents,  hereafter  mentioned,  do  not  ap- 
pear in  connection  with  the  rough  journal  from  which  the  proceedings  of  the 
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The  same  member  delivered  to  the  Chair  three  petitions  from 
the  County  of  Sussex,  complaining  of  undue  influence  used  at 
the  late  election  in  that  county,  with  a  list  of  the  witnesses  who 
are  to  be  summoned  to  prove  the  facts  alleged  in  the  said  peti- 
tions, which,  by  order,  were  read  the  first  time. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  sale  of  the  barracks  at  Wilming- 
ton, which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time ;  and  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  the  President  to  draw 
for  monies  agreed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  be  due  to  divers 
persons  therein  mentioned,  which,  by  order,  was  read  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  October  29th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  the  Pre- 
sident to  draw  for  monies  agreed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  be 
due  to  the  persons  therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  an  amendment  was  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
for  the  sale  of  the  barracks  at  Wilmington,  was  read  a  second 
time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Wednesday,  A.  M.,  Oct.  28,  1778. 

'*  On  motion  of  Captain  John  Lea, 

Council,  from  Oct.  20  to  Dec.  3d,  1778,  inclusive,  are  copied.     The  completed 
journal  for  that  period  was  not  found  when  these  papers  were  collected. 
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**  That  some  person  or  persons  be  nominated  and  appointed  to 
**di^>ose  o£  and  sell  the  barracks  now  at  the  fort  on  Christiana 
*'  Creek,  for  the  use  of  the  State,  and  make  return  thereof  to  the 
**  General  Assembly,  it  being  all^^  that  they  are  now  unneces- 
*'  sarv  for  die  use  (h  said  fort,  and  are  exposed  to  be  carried  away 
** and  destroyed ;  thereupon 

'^Ordtred^  That  Captain  John  Lea  be  and  he  is  herebv  em> 
*'  powered  to  make  public  sale  of  the  said  barracks,  and  tnat  he 
*'  make  return  of  his  proceedings  in  the  premises  to  the  General 
"  Assembly  at  their  next  meeting." 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Clowes  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
die  resolution  for  the  sale  of  the  barracks  at  Wilmineton,  con> 
curred  in  by  the  Council ;  and  also  the  resolution  of  die  House 
of  Assembly  empowering  the  President  to  draw  for  monies 
s^g^eed  by  the  Graeral  Asembly  to  be  due  to  the  persons  men- 
tioned therein,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the 
CoundL 

Mr.  Qowes,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  said 
papers  according  to  order. 

On  nnotion,  by  order,  the  petitions  fix)m  the  County  of  Sussex, 
complaining  of  undue  influence  used  at  the  late  election  in  that 
county,  were  read  the  second  time,  and  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  Friday,  the  30th  day  of  this  instant,  be  the  day 
assigned  for  hearing  the  said  petitioners,  and  that  summons  issue 
for  the  several  persons  whose  names  are  returned  to  the  Council 
by  the  Assembly  as  witnesses,  requiring  their  attendance  to  sup- 
port said  petitions,  returnable  the  day  aforesaid,  and  ako  that 
notice  of  the  day  of  said  hearing  be  given  to  said  petitioners  by 
the  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  issue  summons  for  John  Plowman, 
Luke  Watson,  Emanuel  Dodd,  Samuel  Laverty,  John  Hooper, 
Obadiah  Smith,  Jeremiah  Cannon,  Henry  King,  Levin  Cannon, 
Joshua  Obeer,  Robert  Cannon,  George  Polk,  John  Laws,  and 
William  Watson,  all  of  the  County  of  Sussex,  to  appear  before 
the  Council  on  Friday,  the  30th  instant,  then  and  there  to  testify, 
and  declare  all  such  matters  and  things  as  they  know  concerning 
the  petitions  complaining  of  undue  influence  used  at  the  election 
held  on  the  ist  day  of  October  last  at  Lewes-town,  in  Sussex 
County  aforesaid  ;  and  that  notice  of  the  day  of  hearing  be  given 
to  John  Wiltbank,  Thomas  Evans,  John  Laws,  and  Isaac  Smith, 
Esquires,  four  of  the  said  petitioners,  agreeable  to  the  aforesaid 
order. 

Summons  were  accordingly  issued,  returnable  on  Friday,  the 
30th  instant,  and  notice  given  to  the  said  petitioners. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  October  30th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  now  made  his  return  of  the  said  sum- 
mons, which,  by  order,  was  read,  and  thereupon,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petitioners,  John  Wiltbank,  Thomas 
Evans,  John  Laws,  and  Isaac  Smith,  Esquires,  be  admitted  into 
the  Council  Chamber,  to  hear  the  testimony  adduced  in  support 
of  the  said  petitions. 

On  motion. 
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Resolved  also,  That  the  door  of  the  Council  Chamber  be 
opened  ;  and  they  were  opened  accordingly. 

The  Council  then  took  into  their  deliberation  what  mode  of 
taking  the  examination  of  the  said  witnesses  would  be  the  most 
expeditious,  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  viat : 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  dispatch  of  business  and  saving  of 
time,  the  testimony  be  delivered  ere  ienus. 

Then  the  said  witnesses  were  produced  before  the  Council  and 
severally  examined,  and,  being  examined,  were  discharged. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  Oct  31st,  1778, 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petitions  from 
the  County  of  Sussex,  complaining  of  undue  influence  used  at 
the  bte  election  in  that  county,  and,  after  hearing  the  petitioners 
and  witnesses  adduced  to  support  the  complaint, 

Resolved,  That  there  was  no  undue  influence  used  at  the  said 
election,  and  that  the  aforesaid  petitions  are  groundless  and  with- 
out the  least  foundation. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  two  resolutions  of  tlie 
House  of  Assembly,  the  one  a  resolution  for  the  appointment  ot 
a  Cofiunittee  for  Public  Accounts,  the  other  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Claims  on  Forfeited  Estates,  &c. 

On  rooftion«  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  of  Claims  on  Forfeited  Estates,  &c.,  was  read  the 
6m  time. 
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The  tune  meaaber  dAraed  to  the  Qiair  diree  pctitioos  from 
dbe  Coaaty  of  Sussex,  oompbiniDg  of  undae  infloaicje  used  at 
dbe  late  electkm  in  that  ooannr,  widi  a  list  of  the  witnesses  viio 
^  to  be  somiDOoed  to  prove' the  £u:t5  alleged  in  the  said  pcti- 
tioos,  wfaidi,  by  order,  were  read  the  first  time. 

The  same  member  also  ddivered  to  the  Oiair  a  lesolntioQ  of 
the  House  of  AssemUy  ior  the  sale  of  the  barracks  at  WHming- 
too,  wbidi,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time :  and  a  lesolntioQ 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowerii^  the  President  to  draw 
for  monies  agreed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  be  due  to  direis 
persons  therein  mentioned,  idiidi,  by  order,  was  read  first  time. 

AiQonmed  tiD  to-morrow  momii^,  lo  o'dodc. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  October  29th,  1778. 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  the  Pre- 
sident to  draw  for  monies  agreed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  be 
due  to  the  persons  therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  an  amendment  was  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
for  the  sale  of  the  bairacks  at  Wilmington,  was  read  a  second 
time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Wednesday,  A.  M.,  Oct.  28.  1778. 

**  On  motion  of  Captain  John  Lea, 


(Council,  from  Oct.  20  to  EXec.  jd,  177S,  inclusive,  are  copied.     The  completed 
jonnud  for  that  period  was  not  found  when  these  papers  were  collected. 
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"That  some  person  or  persons  be  nominated  and  appointed  to 
'•dispcwe  of  ana  sell  the  oarracks  now  at  the  fort  on  Christiana 
**  Creek,  for  the  use  of  the  State,  and  make  return  thereof  to  the 
**  General  Assembly,  it  being  alleged  that  they  are  now  unneces- 
"  sary  for  the  use  of  said  fort,  and  are  exposed  to  be  carried  away 
*•  ana  destroyed ;  thereupon 

''Ordered^  That  Captain  John  Lea  be  and  he  is  hereby  em- 
*'  powered  to  make  public  sale  of  the  said  barracks,  and  tnat  he 
*'  make  return  of  his  proceedings  in  the  premises  to  the  General 
*'  Assembly  at  their  next  meeting." 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Clowes  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  resolution  for  the  sale  of  the  barracks  at  Wilmington,  con- 
curred in  by  the  Council ;  and  also  the  resolution  of  3ie  House 
of  Assembly  empowering  the  President  to  draw  for  monies 
agreed  by  tne  General  Assembly  to  be  due  to  the  persons  men- 
tioned therein,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Qowes,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  said 
papers  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  petitions  from  the  County  of  Sussex, 
complaining  of  undue  influence  used  at  the  late  election  in  that 
county,  were  read  the  second  time,  and  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  Friday,  the  30th  day  of  this  instant,  be  the  day 
assigned  for  hearing  the  said  petitioners,  and  that  summons  issue 
for  9ie  several  persons  whose  names  are  returned  to  the  Council 
by  the  Assembly  as  witnesses,  requiring  their  attendance  to  sup- 
port said  petitions,  returnable  the  day  aforesaid,  and  ako  that 
notice  of  the  day  of  said  hearing  be  given  to  said  petitioners  by 
the  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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The  same  member  delivered  to  the  Chair  three  petitions  from 
the  County  of  Sussex,  complainiog^  of  undue  influence  used  at 
the  late  election  in  that  county,  with  a  list  of  the  witnesses  who 
are  to  be  summoned  to  prove  the  facts  alleged  in  the  said  peti- 
tions, which,  by  order,  were  read  the  first  time. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  sale  of  the  barracks  at  Wilming- 
ton, which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time  ;  and  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  the  President  to  draw 
for  monies  agreed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  be  due  to  divers 
persons  therein  mentioned,  which,  by  order,  was  read  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  mombg,  lo  o*  clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  October  29th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  the  Pre- 
sident to  draw  for  monies  agreed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  be 
due  to  the  persons  therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  an  amendment  was  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
for  the  sale  of  the  barracks  at  Wilmington,  was  read  a  second 
time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

'*  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Wednesday,  A.  M.,  Oct.  28,  1778, 

'  *  On  motion  of  Captain  John  Lea, 


Council,  from  Oct.  ao  to  Dec,  ^A^  1778,  inclusive,  are  copied.     The  cc^npletcd 
journal  for  that  period  was  not  found  when  these  papers  were  collected. 
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**  That  some  person  or  persons  be  nominated  and  appointed  to 
"  dispose  of  and  sell  the  oarracks  now  at  the  fort  on  Christiana 
*'  Creek,  for  the  use  of  the  State,  and  make  return  thereof  to  the 
**  General  Assembly,  it  being  alleged  that  they  are  now  unneces- 
* '  sary  for  the  use  of  said  fort,  and  are  exposed  to  be  carried  away 
*  *  and  destroyed  ;  thereupon 

*' Ordered^  That  Captain  John  Lea  be  and  he  is  hereby  em- 
*' powered  to  make  public  sale  of  the  said  barracks,  and  tnat  he 
**  make  return  of  his  proceedings  in  the  premises  to  the  General 
•'Assembly  at  their  next  meeting.** 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  resolution  for  the  sale  of  the  barracks  at  Wilmington,  con- 
curred in  by  the  Council ;  and  also  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  empowering  the  President  to  draw  for  monies 
ajgreed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  be  due  to  the  persons  men- 
tioned therein,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Clowes,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  said 
papers  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  petitions  from  the  County  of  Sussex, 
complaining  of  undue  influence  used  at  the  late  election  in  that 
county,  were  read  the  second  time,  and  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  Friday,  the  30th  day  of  this  instant,  be  the  day 
assigned  for  hearing  the  said  petitioners,  and  that  summons  issue 
for  the  several  persons  whose  names  are  returned  to  the  Cbuncil 
by  the  Assembly  as  witnesses,  requiring  their  attendance  to  sup- 
port said  petitions,  returnable  the  day  aforesaid,  and  abo  that 
notice  of  tne  day  of  said  hearing  be  given  to  said  petitioners  by 
the  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EODEM  DlE»  P.   M. 


The  Council  met. 


Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  issue  summons  for  John  Plowman, 
Luke  Watson,  Emanuel  Dodd,  Samuel  La\erty,  John  Hooper, 
Obadiah  Smith,  Jeremiah  Cannon,  Henry  King,  Levin  Cannon, 
Joshua  Obeer,  Robert  Cannon,  George  Polk,  John  Laws,  and 
William  Watson,  all  of  the  County  of  Sussex,  to  appear  before 
the  Council  on  Friday,  the  30th  instant,  then  and  there  to  testify, 
and  declare  all  such  matters  and  things  as  they  know  concerning 
the  petitions  complaining  of  undue  intiuence  used  at  the  election 
held  on  the  ist  day  of  October  last  at  Lewes-town,  in  Sussex 
County  aforesaid  ;  and  that  notice  of  the  day  of  hearing  be  given 
to  John  Wiltbank,  Thomas  Evans,  John  Laws,  and  Isaac  Smith, 
Esquires,  four  of  the  said  petitioners,  agreeable  to  the  aforesaid 
order. 

Summons  were  accordingly  issued,  returnable  on  Friday,  the 
30th  instant,  and  notice  given  to  the  said  petitioners. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning.  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  October  30th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  now^  made  his  return  of  the  said  sum- 
mons»  which,  by  order,  was  read,  and  thereupon,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petitioners,  John  Wiltbank,  Thomas 
Evans,  John  Laws,  and  Isaac  Smith,  Esquires,  be  admitted  into 
the  Council  Chamber,  to  hear  the  testimony  adduced  in  support 
of  the  said  petitions. 

On  motion. 
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Resolved  also,  That  the  door  of  the  Council  Chamber  be 
opened  ;  and  they  were  opened  accordingly. 

The  Council  then  took  into  their  deliberation  what  mode  of 
taking  the  examination  of  the  said  witnesses  would  be  the  most 
expeditious,  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  dispatch  of  business  and  saving  of 
time,  the  testimony  be  delivered  ore  tenus. 

Then  the  said  witnesses  were  produced  before  the  Council  and 
severally  examined,  and,  being  examined,  were  discharged. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  Oct.  31st,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petitions  from 
the  County  of  Sussex,  complaining  of  undue  influence  used  at 
the  late  election  in  that  county,  and,  after  hearing  the  petitioners 
and  witnesses  adduced  to  support  the  complaint. 

Resolved,  That  there  was  no  undue  influence  used  at  the  said 
election,  and  that  the  aforesaid  petitions  are  groundless  and  with- 
out the  least  foundation. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  two  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  the  one  a  resolution  for  the  appointment  ot 
a  Committee  for  Public  Accounts,  the  other  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Claims  on  Forfeited  Estates,  &c. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  of  Claims  on  Forfeited  Estates,  &c.,  was  read  the 
first  time. 
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By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
curred in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  :  * 

And  thereupon 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Council  to  join  with  the  committee  of  the  House  of  As* 
sembly* 

And,  on  motion,  Messrs.  Patterson  and  Hyatt  are  appointed 
for  this  purpose. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  for  Public 
Accounts  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
curred in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  :  * 

And  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Council  to  join  with  the  committee  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. 

And,  on  motion,  Messrs.  Baning  and  Hyatt  are  appointed  a 
committee  for  this  purpose. 

Dn  Hall,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  his  Ex- 
cellency, the  President,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  dated  October 
29th,  1778,  which,  by  order,  was  read  and  follows  in  these  words, 
viz  :  ^ 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  joint  resolution 
of  both  Houses,  in  June  last,  empowering  the  President  to  ap- 
point one  or  more  persons  to  go  to  Philadelphia  in  quest  of  the 
records  and  public  papers  of  this  State  captured  by  the  enemy  in 
September,  1777,  with  the  President's  appointment  of  General 
Patterson  for  this  service,  and  also  General  Patterson's  account 
of  expenses  incurred  in  procuring  the  said  papers,  with  lists  of 
and  receipts  for  the  same  from  the  different  officers  in  New 
Castle  County,  to  whom  they  were  delivered,  which,  by  order, 
were  severally  read. 


♦See  note  on  page  315. 
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The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  joint  resolution 
of  both  Houses,  in  June  last,  for  procuring  public  records  from 
Geo.  Stevenson,  Esq.,  with  the  President's  appointment  of  Wil- 
liam Manlove  for  this  service,  Manlove's  account  of  expenses  in 
procuring  the  same,  and  Geo.  Stevenson's  receipt  for  money  paid 
nim  by  William  Manlove  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  said  papers, 
which,  by  order,  were  severally  read. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  allowances  to  General  Patterson  and 
William  Manlove  for  their  services  and  expenses  in  procuring 
public  papers,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
curred m,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

'*  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
''Friday,  A.  M.,  Oct.  30,  1778. 

"The  House  of  Assembly  took  into  consideration  the  account 
**of  Samuel  Patterson,  Esq.,  for  cash  paid  by  him  for  procuring 
**part  of  the  public  papers  of  this  State  and  of  the  (Jounty  of 
**New  Castle,  and  for  his  expenses  at  Philadelphia  during  that 
**  service,  amounting  to  ;^i02  :  16  :  6,  and  the  same  was  allowed 
**by  the  House. 

*'  Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  of  Assembly  an  account 
"of  William  Manlove,  who  was  appointed  by  the  President,  in 
"pursuance  of  joint  resolutions  ol  both  Houses  made  in  June 
"last,  to  demand  and  receive  of  George  Stevenson,  Esquire,  all 
"public  papers  concerning  the  title  of  lands  in  this  State,  for 
"cash  paid  to  the  said  Stevenson  for  those  papers,  the  sum  of 
"^50,  and  for  his  expenses  in  going  to  Lancaster  and  Carlisle, 
"m  Pennsylvania,  in  the  execution  of  that  service,  ;^50.  The 
"  House,  taking  the  said  account  into  consideration,  allowed  the 
"said  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  the  aforesaid  William 
"Manlove. 

"Extract,  &c.  J.  B.'' 


Mr.  Waples,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  commission  of 
Stewart  as  2d  Lieutenant  of  the  Delaware  Re^ment,  with 
his  resignation  of  the  same  endorsed  thereon,  and  his  petition  to 
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the  General  Assembly,  praying  to  be  reimbiirsed  his  expenses 
necessarily  incurred  while  he  was  a  prisoner  on  Long  Island. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  to  whom  the  said  petition 
was  referred. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  commission  of  Alex.  Stewart  and  his  resignation  thereof, 
tCMg^ether  with  his  petition  and  the  report  of  the  committee  to 
whom  the  said  petition  was  referred,  were  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Committees  for  Public  Ac- 
counts, and  also  the  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Committees 
of  Claims  on  Forfeited  Estates,  with  the  appointment  and  concur- 
rence of  the  Council  thereto. 

Mr.  Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  same 
according  to  order. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  President's  message  and  the  joint  resolutions  for  procuring 
the  public  records,  together  with  the  appointments  by  virtue  of 
these  resolutions  ;  General  Patterson's  account  and  the  list  of 
the  papers  and  receipts  of  the  officers  for  the  same  ;  and  also  the 
resolution  for  the  allowances  to  General  Patterson  and  William 
Manlove,  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  said 
papers  according  to  order. 

The  commission  of  Alex.  Stewart,  and  his  resi^ation  indorsed 
thereon,  were,  by  order,  read  the  second  time,  likewise  the  peti- 
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tion  of  the  said  Alex.  Stewart,  and  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  to  whom  the  said  petition  was  re- 
ferred, were,  by  order,  read  a  second  time,  and  the  report  con- 
curred in  by  the  Council,  and  follows  in  these  words,  to  wit : 

'*The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Alex- 
**ander  Stewart,  setting  forth  that  he  had  been  captivated  by 
**the  enemy  at  the  battle  of  Long  Island  on  the  27th  day  of 
''August,  1776,  and  that  he  had  been  detained  as  a  prisoner  of 
''war  until  exchanged,  during  which  time  he  had  been  under 
"  the  necessity  of  expending  considerable  sums  of  money  for  his 
"subsistence,  as  no  provision  had  at  that  time  been  made  for 
"  American  prisoners,  and  for  part  of  which  he  is  still  indebted, 
"beg  leave  to  report — ^That  they  examined  the  said  Alexander 
"Stewart  respecting  the  monies  by  him  expended  for  subsis- 
"  tence  during  the  time  of  his  captivity,  and  are  of  opinion  that 
"  he  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  ;^  130  to  reimburse  him  for 
"  necessary  expenses  while  he  was  detained  a  prisoner." 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Hyatt  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  commission  and  petition  of  Alexander  Stewart,  with  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  concurred  in 
by  the  Council. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  November  2d,  1778. 
The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


3^4  MHTCTES  OF  THE  COCXCIL  OF 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  CoancH  met.  Preseot  die  same  members  zs  on  Saturday, 
except  Mr.  Bassett. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
mg  at  the  door,  was  admitted  and  ddivered  to  die  Chair  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  continue  an  act  entided  'An  act  to  prevent 
the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this  State  beyond  the  seas.' '' 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  the  Preadent  to  draw  for 
MX  thousand  dollars,  &c 

Mn  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  petition,  signed  by  sundry  in- 
habitants of  this  State,  pra3ring  the  aid  of  the  Legislature  in  es- 
tablishing and  increasing  the  wages  of  waggoners,  which,  by  or- 
der, was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  Nov.  3d,  1778. 

The  Council  met     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  resolution  of  die  House  of  Assembly  empowering  the  Pre- 
sident to  draw  for  six  thousand  dollars,  &c.,  was,  by  order,  read 
and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz :  * 

The  Council  being  informed  that,  by  the  non-attendance  of  some 
and  the  going  away  of  odiers  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, a  sufficient  number  were  not  in  town  to  form  a  House,  and 
no  prospect  of  their  attendance  until  convened  by  special  order  of 
the  President,  thereupon 

*  See  note  on  page  315. 
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Resolved  to  adjourn  until  the  first  Monday  in  January  next. 

Resolved  also,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  President  that 
he  call  the  General  Assembly  on  the  first  Monday  in  January 
next,  if  the  exigency  of  affairs  may  not  make  it  necessary  to  con- 
vene the  General  Assembly  sooner. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  be  delivered  by 
the  Qerk  to  the  President. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  till  the  first  Monday  in  January 
next. 


MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL, 


NOVEMBER,  1778. 


VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


CALLED  SESSION,  NOVEMBER,  1778. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  by  a  special  order  of  the  President,  on  Mon- 
day, tne  twenty- third  day  of  November,  Anno  Domini  1778,  a 
quorum  of  the  members  not  attending,  the  Council  adjourned 
from  day  to  day  until  Wednesday,  the  2d  day  of  December, 
1778. 


Wednesday,  P.  M.,  December  2d,  1778. 
The  Council  met.     Present  the  following  members,  viz  : 
Far  New  CasiU  County — George  Read,  Samuel  Patterson. 

For  Kent  Caunfy — Thomas  Collins,  Richard  Bassett,  John 
Baning. 

For  Sussex  County — John  Qowes. 

On  motion 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  wait  on 
his  Excellency,  the  President,  to  inform  him  that  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  members  of  the  Council  have  met  to  make  a 
House  and  request  that  his  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  order 
the  writs  by  him  issued  for  the  calling  of  the  General  Assembly 
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of  the  State,  with  their  returns,  to  be  laid  before  the  Council  for 
their  inspection. 

Messrs.  Patterson,  Bassett,  and  Clowes  are  appointed  for  this 

Eurpose.     The  gentlemen,  beine  returned,   reported  that  they 
ad  waited  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  delivered  the 
said  message  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Patterson,  one  of  the  committee  appointed  as  aforesaid, 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  his  Excellency,  the  Presi- 
dent, to  the  Legislative  Council,  which,  by  order,  was  read,  and 
follows  in  these  words,  viz  : 

^*  Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council: 

'*I  received  your  committee  this  morning,  and  am  pleased  to 
**  hear  by  them  you  are  met  in  Council. 

'*  Agreeable  to  your  request,  I  have  sent  you  herewith  the  writs 
*  *  by  which  you  were  called  together,  and  must  beg  leave  to  refer 
'*you  to  my  messages  of  the  twenty-seventh  and  twenty-eighth 
* '  of  November,  directed  to  the  General  Assembly  and  delivered 
'  *  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  the  business  of  your  meeting. 

*'CiESAR  RODNEY. 
*'  Dover,  December  the  2d,  1778.'* 

And  the  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  writs 
issued  by  his  Excellency,  the  President,  for  the  calling  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State,  with  their  returns,  which,  by 
order,  were  severally  read. 

Mr.  Read,  in  his  place,  made  his  excuse  for  non-attendance  at 
the  sitting  of  the  Council  in  June  and  October  last,  which  was 
admitted ;  and  also  informed  the  Chair  that  Mr.  Hyatt,  on  ac- 
count of  the  indisposition  of  his  family,  could  not  attend  at  the 
beginning  of  this  sitting,  whereupon  he  was  excused. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  issue  a  writ  to  the  Sheriff  of  Sussex 
County,  directing  him  to  hold  an  election  in  that  county,  agree- 
able to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  this  State,  for  the  choosing 
of  one  new  member  of  the  Council  for  the  said  county  in  the 
room  of  John  Jones,  whose  seat  became  vacant  by  his  acceptance 
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of  the  office  of  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 
State. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  December  3d,  1778. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  presented  to  the  Chair  the  President's  mes- 
sage to  the  General  Assembly,  dated  the  27th  of  November,  1778, 
which  was  read,  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz  :  * 

And  also  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  26th  September,  1778,  for 
organizing  the  Public  Treasury,  and  a  recommendation  to  the 
respective  States  to  enact  laws  for  the  taking  and  securing  the 
persons  and  property  of  the  debtors  to  the  United  States,  which, 
by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  copy  of  the 
Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual  Union,  attested  by  the 
President  of  Congress,  which  follows  in  these  words,  to  wit :  * 

Which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  copy  of  the 

*  See  note  on  page  315. 
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Treaties  of  Amity  and  Commerce  and  of  Alliance  between  France 
and  the  Thirteen  United  States  of  America,  which,  by  order,  was 
read  the  first  time ;  and  also  an  act  of  Congress,  recommending 
to  tlie  Legislative  or  Executive  powers  of  each  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint  Wednesday,  the  30th  day  of  December,  to  be 
observed  as  a  day  of  Thanksgiving  and  Praise,  which,  by  order, 
was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  for  leave  to  bricg  in  a  bill  for  aiding 
the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 
State,  and  the  same  being  granted^  Mr.  Bassett  laid  a  bill  for  that 
purpose  on  the  table,  which  was  read  the  first  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  rettirn  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  commission  and  petition  of  Lieutenant  Alexander  Stewart, 
together  with  the  report  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon,  con* 
curred  in  by  the  Council  ;  and  also  the  resolution  of  that  House, 
empowering  the  President  to  draw  for  six  thousand  dollars  in 
favor  of  George  Latimer,  Esq.,  to  be  by  him  applied  in  discharge 
of  money  allowed  to  be  due  to  the  Militia  of  this  State,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  December  4th,  1778. 
The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Clowes  now  reported  the  deliveiy  of  the  several  papers 
given  him  in  charge,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  Capt  Jonathan  Robin- 
son* s  certificate  of  his  loan  of  £2P^  ^o  t^^  Delaware  State,  and 
also  Doctor  Way*s  certificate  of  his  loan  of  ^100  to  the  said 
State,  assigned  to  the  said  Robinson,  together  with  a  resolution 
empowering  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  House  of  Assembly 
to  draw  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  monies  due  thereon. 
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The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from 
Francis  Bailey,  printer,  addressed  to  George  Craghead,  Esouire, 
inclosing  his  account  for  printing  the  Acts  of  Assembly  01  this 
State,  &c.,  amounting  to  jC^Sy  :  15  :  o,  with  a  resolution  em- 
powering the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  House  of  Assembly 
to  draw  on  the  State  Treasurer,  for  the  payment  of  the  said  ac- 
count, in  favor  of  the  said  George  Craghead,  Esquire. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled 
*'An  act  to  prevent  and  punish  the  frauds  and  abuses  of  Quarter- 
masters and  Commissaries  General,  their  deputies  and  assistants, 
and  others. '  * 

On  motion,  b^  order,  the  foregoing  certificates  of  Jonathan 
Robinson  and  Nicholas  Way,  and  the  resolution  empowering  the 
Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  on  the  State  Treasurer  for 
the  monies  due  thereon,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order,  Francis  Bailey's  letter  and  account  for 
printing  the  laws  of  this  State,  &c.,  and  the  resolution  empow- 
ering the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  on  the  State  Trea- 
surer for  the  payment  of  the  same,  were  severally  read  the  first 
time. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  to  prevent  and  punish  frauds  and  abuses  of  the  Quar- 
termasters and  Commissaries  General,  their  deputies  and  assist- 
ants, and  others,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Stout,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  empowering 
the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  to  draw  on 
the  State  Treasurer  for  ;^i30  :  o  :  o  in  favor  of  Alexander  Stew- 
art, which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  was  read  the  second  time  by  paragraphs,  and  an 
amendment,  by  way  of  addition,  was  proposed  thereto,  which, 
being  agreed  to,  was  made  in  the  bill,  whereupon  the  bill,  as 
amended,  was  read,  agreed  to,  and  passed  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual  Union,  were  read 
the  second  time  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  to  report 
thereon.  The  gentlemen  chosen :  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bassett,  and 
Mr.  Clowes. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Baning  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  bill  committed  to 
him  according  to  order. 

Mr.  John  Clavton,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tending, was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for 
aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  act  to  continue  an  act  entitled  *'An  act  to  prevent  the 
exportation  of  provisions  from  this  State  beyond  the  seas,'*  was 
read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  empowering  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and 
House  of  Assembly  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  for 
;^I30  in  favor  of  Alexander  Stewart,  was  read  the  second  time 
and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

''  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Friday,  A.  M.,  December  4th,  1778. 
'*On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  House  of 
*'  Assembly  be  empowered  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Trea- 
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*  *  surer  in  favor  of  Alexander  Stewart  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
**and  thirty  pounds,  allowed  him  by  the  General  Assembly,  to 
* '  reimburse  him  for  necessary  expenses  while  detained  a  prisoner 
'  *  on  Long  Island,  and  that  Mr.  Stout  wait  on  the  Council  with 
"this  resolution  for  their  concurrence. 

'  *  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"WILLIAM  PEERY,  CrkP.  Tr 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  empowering  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to 
draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of  George  Crag- 
head,  Esquire,  to  enable  him  to  discharge  the  account  of  Francis 
Bailey,  printer,  was  read  the  second  time,  concurred  in,  and  fol- 
lows in  these  words,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
*' Thursday,  P.  M.,  December  3,  1778. 

'  *  The  House  took  into  consideration  a  letter  from  Mr.  Francis 
**  Bailey,  directed  to  George  Craghead,   Esquire,   inclosing  an 

*  *  account,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  eighty -seven  pounds 
**  fifteen  shillings,  for  printing  seven  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of 
'  *  Acts  of  Assembly  of  this  State,  and  four  thousand  seven  hun- 
'  *  dred  and  seventy-five  certificates  ;  and  thereupon 

''Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  House  of 
**  Assembly  be  empowered  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Trea- 

*  *  surer  in  favor  of  George  Craghead,  Esquire,  for  the  said  sum 
"of  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  pounds  fifteen  shillings,  to 
**  enable  him  to  discharge  the  said  account. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

WILLIAM  PEERY,  CVkP,  Tr 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  foregoing  resolves,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council 
thereto  respectively. 

Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Satoldat,  a.  M.,  Dffnpiriber  sflx,  jttE. 

Ilie  Council  met.  Pxcsciit  liie  same  meniiiecB  as  on  TcsfiEndsr. 
esoept  Mr.  Ckm^es. 

Dr.  Qa\taxi,  a  xDember  of  ^le  Hoibc  of  Aaarmblr.  Hnrnrfiii^. 
vac  admitted  and  delivered  to  liie  Chair  a  resdhman  ciimoweang: 
tbe  SpeakeriB  cf  the  two  Hoxses  to  draw  on  ^le  State  TrEasmcr 
iof  teo  thotffiand  doDarE,  m  ^zvar  of  Hiamas  Rodner.  to  enafale 
luffi  to  pay  for  dodung  pnrdxased  Kir  tiie  Debvaie  Rf^^imem. 

Adjourned  tiD  3  o'dodc,  R  JL 


Eoi^ai  Di£.  P.  M. 

The  CotmcfQ  inet 

On  motiosa,  by  order,  the  prrcnXmg  rpsohition  was  read  ibe 
finttisxie. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  seoood  time,  and  son- 
dry  amexKlmests  were  proposed  and  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
transcribed 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembhr 
with  thf;  ffjfegoixig  resolution  and  transcribed  amendments  far 
their  concurrence. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  act  of  Omgrem  recommending  to  the  L^;islative  or  Ex- 
ecutive powers  of  each  of  the  United  States  to  appx>int  Wednes- 
day, the  thirtieth  day  of  E>ecember,  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of 
Thanksgiving  and  Praise,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  there- 
upon 

Re$0lved^  That  the  same  be  ddivered  to  his  Excellency,  the 
President,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  issue  his  proclamation  ac- 
cordingly. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  foregoing  act  of  Congress,  together  with  the  resolve  of  Coun- 
cil founded  thereon,  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery,  according 
to  order,  of  the  several  papers  committed  to  his  charge. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  act  to  continue  an  act  entitied  **An  act  to  prevent  the  ex- 
portation of  provisions  beyond  the  seas,  * '  was  read  the  second 
time  and  disagreed  to  ;  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions  be- 
yond the  seas  for  a  limited  time. 

The  gentlemen  chosen  :  Mr.  Patterson  and  Mr.  Bassett. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  to  prevent  and  punish  frauds  and  abuses  in  the  Quar- 
termaster's and  Commissary's  Departments,  &c.,  was  read  the 
second  time  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  two,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  Read  and  Mr.  Baning. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  petition  praying  the  aid  of  the  Leg- 
islature in  establishing  and  mcreasing  the  wages  of  waggoners, 
was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Adams,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolve  of  Council 
respecting  the  appointment  of  Wednesday,  the  thirtieth  day  of 
December,  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of  Thanksgiving  and  Praise, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereto,  together 
with  the  act  of  Congress  recommending  the  same. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolution 
empowering  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  an  order 
on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of  Thomas  Rodney  for  ten 
thousand  dollars,  &c.,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto 
by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  resolve  of  Council  for  appointing 
43 
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Wednesday,  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  to  be  observed  as  a 
day  of  Thanksgiving  and  Praise,  with  the  act  of  Congress  recom- 
mending the  same,  be  delivered  by  Mr.  Read  to  the  President. 

On  motion,  by  order » 

The  resolution  empowering  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and 
House  of  Assembly  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in 
favor  of  Thomas  Rodney  for  ten  thousand  dollars,  as  amended 
and  agreed  to,  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

•*  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Friday,  R  M.,  December  4th,  1778. 

"Whereas  the  sum  of  seven  tliousand  five  hundred  dollars, 
"  directed  by  the  General  Assembly  the  twentieth  day  of  April 
* '  last  past  t&  be  borrowed  and  put  into  the  hands  of  Thomas 
' '  Rodney,  Esquire^  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  clothing 
* '  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  hath  not  been  obtained  :  therefore 

''Resoived,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  House  of 
**  Assembly  be  empowered  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Trea- 
"surer  in  favor  of  the  said  Thomas  Rodney  for  ten  thousand 
"dollars,  to  enable  him  to  pay  for  clothing  purchased  for  the 
* '  Delaware  Regiment ;  and  the  said  Thomas  Rodney  is  to  be 
*' accountable  for  the  expenditure  tliereof  to  the  General  Assem- 
•^bly. 

* '  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"WILLIAM  PEERY,  CPkP,  Z" 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Patterson  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 

Assembly,  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Patterson,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  above  resolution,  according  to 
order. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock* 
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Monday,  December  7th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday. 

Doctor  Clayton,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  of  the  28th  October  last,  empowering  the 
President  to  draw  for  monies  agreed  by  the  General  Assembly  to 
be  due  to  divers  persons  therein  mentioned,  with  the  amendments 
proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  bill  entitled^  *'An  act  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  hear  and  determine  the  claims  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Whig  Battalion,  &c. ' ' 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  letter  to  the  President  of 
this  State  from  Nathaniel  Scudder,  Govemieur  Morris,  and 
William  Whipple,  with  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  prohibit,  for 
a  limited  time,  the  distilling  of  whiskey  and  other  spirits  from 
wheat,  rye,  or  any  other  sort  of  grain,  or  from  any  meal  or 
flour,"  founded  on  the  said  letter. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  December  8th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  ako  Mr.  Clowes. 

Mr.  Stout,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  sundry 
owners  of  the  Fern  Hook  and  Bosman's  Creek  Marshes,  in  New 
Castle  County,  respecting  the  division  of  the  banks  inclosing  the 
same,  together  with  a  bill,  founded  on  the  same  petition,  by  way 
of  supplement  to  the  act  entitied  *  *  An  act  to  enable  the  owners 
and  possessors  of  the  meadow,  marsh  and  cripple  on  the  south 
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side  of  Chnstiaiia  Bridge,  called  Fern  Hook  Marsh.  axMi  of  die 
marsb  and  meadov  on  the  south  side  of  the  same  creek,  called 
Bosnian's  Creek  Marsh,  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  to  keep 
the  banks  and  sluices  in  repair,  and  to  raise  a  fund  to  defray  thM^ 
expenses  thereoC"  passed  the  24lh  day  of  March,  177a 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  set  of  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  to  make  proviaon  ibr  the  officers  of  tiie 
Ddaware  R^^ent  and  also  a  resolution  of  that  House  £»*  ap- 
pointing George  Crag^head,  Esq.,  aothier-General  of  this  State. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  forgoing  petition  frx>m  die  omueis 
of  Fern  Hook  and  Bosnian's  Creek  Marshes,  and  the  supiple- 
mentary  bill  founded  thereon,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

On  modon^  by  order,  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, for  providing  for  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment, 
were  read  the  first  time« 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  resolution  oi  the  House  of  Assem- 
bl]^  for  2^>pointing  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  Qothier-General  of 
this  State,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
empowering  the  President  to  draw  for  monies  agreed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  to  be  due  to  divers  persons  therein  mentioned, 
was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  to  appoint  commissioners  to  hear 
and  determine  the  claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Whig 
Battalion,  &c. ,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  letter  fi*om  Messrs.  Scudder,  Morris, 
and  Whipple,  and  the  bill  founded  thereon,  to  prohibit,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  distilling  of  whiskey  and  other  spirits  fix>m 
wheat,  rye,  or  any  other  sort  of  grain,  or  fi-om  any  meal  or 
flour,  were  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,   10 
o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  December  9th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  an  account  of  the  ssde 
of  the  barracks  at  Wilmington,  together  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  the  money  arising  from 
the  sale  thereof  to  the  State  Treasurer,  which,  by  order,  were 
read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the  28th  October 
last,  empowering  the  President  to  draw  for  monies  agreed  bv  the 
General  Assembly  to  be  due  to  divers  persons,  as  amendea  and 
agreed  to,  was  read  the  second  time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Wednesday,  A.  M.,  October  28th,  1778. 
**On  motion, 

'^Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  be  em- 
'  *  powered  and  required  to  draw  on  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan 

*  *  Offices  of  this  State,  or  any  of  them,  for  the  sum  of  thirty-five 

*  *  pounds  nine  shillings  and  nine  pence,  agreed  by  the  General 
**  Assembly,  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  1777,  to  be  due  to 
**  Charles  West,  late  Fort-Major  at  Wilmington;  and  also  for  the 
**sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  pounds  fifteen  shillings, 
**a^eed  by  both  Houses,  on  the  7th  of  June,  1777,  to  be  due  to 
**  General  Rodney,  Colonel  Thomas  Collins,  and  James  Latimer, 
**  Esq*rs;  and  also  for  the  sum  of  forty-eight  pounds,  allowed  bv 
"the  General  Assembly,  in  February,  1777,  to  Col.  Thomas  Col- 

*  *  lins  as  one  of  the  signers  of  papers  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  in 
**  this  State  in  the  year  1776  ;  and  also  for  the  sum  of  forty-seven 
**  pounds  one  shilling  and  nine  pence,  allowed,  as  aforesaid,  in 
**  February,  1777,  to  Colonel  Thomas  Collins  and  Samuel  West, 
**for  executing  the  commission  given  them  by  the  General  As- 
**sembly  in   November,    1776,    respecting  the  battalions   then 
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'*  under  Colonels  Haslet  and  Patterson,  &c. ;  and  also  for  die 
**  sum  of  thirty-ei^t  pounds  ten  shillings,  allowed,  as  aforesaid, 
**  in  June,  1777,  to  Colonel  Thomas  Coluns  and  John  Thompson, 
'*  Esquires,  for  their  attendance  on  pi^lic  a&irs  in  the  County 
**of  Sussex  in  the  year  1777,  he  taking  recdpts  for  the  said 
*' draughts. 

'*  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"WILLIAM  PEERY,  O'kP.  Tr 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  make  pn>\-ision 
for  the  officers  of  the  Odaware  R^^iment,  were  read  the  second 
time  and  postponed  for  consideration. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  resolutions  of  the  28th  October  last,  empowering  the 
President  to  draw  for  monies  agreed  by  the  Genial  AssemUy 
to  be  due  to  divers  persons,  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  and 
also  deliver  the  following  verbal  message,  viz : 

GentUmen: 

The  Council  desire  to  be  informed  whether  any  paper,  or  re- 
monstrance, from  the  officers  of  the  Odaware  Regiment,  was  laid 
before  your  House  on  which  your  resolution  of  the.  7th  instant, 
making  provision  for  the  officers  of  the  said  regiment,  was 
founded.  If  so,  the  Council  request  that  the  said  papers  may, 
by  order  of  your  House,  be  laid  before  them. 

Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  above  papers,  according  to 
order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  account  of  the  sales  of  the  barracks 
at  Wilmington,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for 
the  payment  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  thereof  to  the 
State  Treasurer,  were  read  the  second  time,  and  the  said  resolu- 
tion was  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Wednesday,  A.  M.,  December  9th,  1778. 
**0n  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  Captain  John  Lea  pay  the  sum  of  eighty-one 
*  *  pounds  twelve  shillings,  now  in  his  hands,  arising  from  the  sales 
*'of  the  public  barracks  at  the  fort  on  Christiana  Creek,  to  the 
**  State  Treasurer,  and  that  the  same  be  subject  to  the  joint 
''draughts  of  both  Houses. 

''Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

"  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly ^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  return  the  foregoing  account  and 
resolution,  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly. 

Mr.  Clowes,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Doctor  Clayton,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  presented  to  the  Chair  two  letters  from 
Colonels  Hall  and  Pope  and  one  from  Capt.  Patton,  accompanied 
with  a  petition  from  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  pray- 
ing that  provision  may  be  made  for  them  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  this  State. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  letters  and  petition  were 
read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Hyatt  now  appeared  in  the  Council. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  proviaons  from  this  State  beyond 
the  seas  for  a  limited  time,  now  delivered  one  at  the  table. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  for^^ing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and  some 
amendments  being  proposed  and  agreed  to  and  made  therein, 
the  said  bill  passed  tiie  CoundL 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  foregoing  bill  for  their  consideration  and  conctirrence. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  above-mentioned  bill,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereto. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from 
the  President  to  the  General  Assembly,  inclosing  a  drcular  letter 
from  a  committee  of  Congress  of  the  i  ith  of  November  last,  and 
a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
with  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Massachusetts  Bay  to 
prevent  the  return  into  that  State  of  all  persons  who  have  jomed 
the  enemy. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions 
beyond  the  seas  for  a  limited  time  be  engrossed. 

The  said  bill,  being  engrossed,  was  read,  compared,  and,  by 
order,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  engrossed  bill  for  aiding  the  discon- 
tinuance of  the  process  in  the  Supreme  Court,  was  read  and  com- 
pared. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Council ;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws,  to  wit : 
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1.  "An  act  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 
Supreme  Court  ;'* 

2.  *  'An  act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this 
State  beyond  the  seas  for  a  limited  time.*' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Patterson  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  above-mentioned  bills,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be 
compared  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  that  House,  and  also 
deliver  the  resolution  of  the  Council  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal 
to  the  said  bills  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Patterson  reported  the  delivery,  according  to  order,  of  the 
above  papers. 

Mr.  Clowes  applied  for  leave  of  absence  till  Monday  next, 
which  was  granted. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  December  loth,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Clowes. 

Some  of  the  members  of  the  Council  attending  on  committees, 
the  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'cteck 


Friday,  December  nth,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Some  of  the  members  attending  on  committees,  the  Council 
adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Satusbat,  Drtrtiihrr  rirfi.  1J7S. 

The  OxtadSL  toeL    Pmuit  tfeaame  membgp  asaa  fcausuJay: 

of  tfce  Hinirfini  junMfTiii^  en  <  iMiiim'ftreaw  tbe 
'  tffl  Mooda^  mocmiii^  go  of  dock. 


XosDAT,  December  rttfi,  177S. 
The  OyatkcS.  met.     Plejeut  die  ame  mrmhiT^  as  oa  Stfnrdaj. 
A^oomed  tSI  xo-wonow  manaag,  10  c/ckxlL 


TuEa>AY,  December  isdi,  177a 
The  Coondl  met    Preaent  the  same  members  as  011  yesterday. 
AcQaomed  dD  ta-motTow  morxung,  10  o'dock. 


Wednesday,  December  i6th,  1778. 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  also  Mr.  Qowes. 

Mr.  G>nweU  now  appeared  m  the  ComicO. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of 
Sussex  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor,  by  virtue  of  a  writ  issued 
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by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  for  that  purpose,  to  fill  the  seat  of 
John  Jones,  Esq.,  which  became  vacant  by  his  acceptance  of  the 
office  of  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State, 
being  laid  on  the  table,  it  appears  that  William  Polk,  Esquire, 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Council  for  the  County  of  Sussex, 
in  the  room  of  the  said  John  Jones. 

Mr.  Polk  attended  in  the  Council,  took  the  oath  and  sub- 
scribed the  declaration  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article 
of  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  and  took  his  seat.  [^See  note  an 
page  70.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk, 

Ordered^  That  the  rules  to  be  observed  bv  the  members  of 
Council  during  the  sitting  thereof  be  read  ;  which  was  done  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  Clowes,  in  his  place,  made  his  excuse  for  his  non-attend- 
ance on  Monday  last,  which  was  admitted. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill  to  prevent  and 
punish  frauds  and  abuses  in  the  Quartermaster's  and  Commis- 
sary's Departments,  and  the  petition  from  the  owners  of  waggons 
for  an  increase  of  wages,  now  delivered  their  report  at  the  table, 
which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill,  by  way  of  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  **An  act  to 
enable  the  owners  and  possessors  of  the  meadow,  marsh  and 
cripple  on  the  south  side  of  Christiana  Creek,  called  Fern  Hook 
Marsh,  and  of  the  marsh  and  meadow  on  the  south  side  of  the 
same  creek,  called  Bosman's  Creek  Marsh,  in  the  County  of  New 
Castle,  to  keep  the  banks,  &c.,  in  repair  and  raise  a  fund  to  de- 
fi^y  the  expenses  thereof,*'  was  read  the  second  time  and  passed 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  petition  from  Isaac  Carty  and 
Edward  Kees  against  the  bill  for  preventing  the  distilling  of  spirits 
firom  any  kind  of  grain. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  petition  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  December  17,  1778. 

The  Council  met  and  adjoomed  till  to-morrow  morning,  10 
o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  December  18,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  bill  to 
prevent  and  punbh  frauds  and  abuses  in  the  Quartermaster's  and 
Commissary's  Departments,  and  the  petition  firom  the  owners  of 
waggons  for  an  increase  of  wages,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  same  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs  and  agreed  to 
by  the  Council. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  December  19th,  1778. 

T^e  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,   10 
o'clock. 
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Sunday,  December  20th,  1778. 

The  Council  met.    Present  all  the  members. 

The  Council  being  informed  that,  by  the  non-attendance  of 
some  and  the  going  away  of  others  of  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Assembly,  a  sufficient  number  were  not  in  town  to  form  a 
House,  ana  no  prospect  of  their  attendance  until  convened  by 
special  order  of  tne  President,  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  adjourn  till  the  fifth  day  of  January 
next. 

Resolved  cUso,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  President  that 
he  issue  his  writs  of  summons  for  the  calling  together  of  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  said  fifth  day  of  Jan- 
uary for  the  dispatch  of  public  business. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  deliver  a  copy  of  the 
above  resolution  to  the  President. 

Then  the  Council  took  into  consideration  the  accounts  brought 
in  for  expenses  of  their  members  and  officers  during  their  attend- 
ance at  the  last  and  present  meeting,  and  the  traveling  charges 
of  the  members  to  and  from  the  place  of  meeting,  and  the  follow- 
ing accounts  were  allowed,  viz  : 

To  French  Battell,  his  accounts  for  the  expenses  of 
the  members  of  Council  and  their  Clerk  at  his 
house,  for  the  months  of  October,  November, 
and  to  the  20th  day  of  December,  1778,  inclu- 
sive,     ;^  594  10  o 

To  Samuel  Patterson,  Esq.,  for  traveling  charges,     .        12    o  o 

ToPeter  Hyatt,  Esq., 

To  John  Clowes,  Esq., 

To  William  Polk,  Esq., 


To  William  Conwell,  Esq., 
To  George  Read,  Esq., 


2  17  6 
9  10  o 
200 
4  10  o 
600 


Carried  over, ^^631     7  6 
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JANUARY,  1779. 
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VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  JANUARY,  1779. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
'County  of  Kent,  by  adjournment,  on  Tuesday,  the  fifth  day  of 
January,  Anno  Domini,  1779,  a  quorum  of  members  not  attend- 
ing, the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Tuesday,  the 
1 2th  instant 


Tuesday,  January  12th,  1779. 
The  Council  met.     Present  the  following  members,  viz  : 
For  New  Castle  County — Samuel  Patterson. 
For  Kent  County — The  Hon.  Thomas  Collins,  John  Baning. 
For  Sussex  County — John  Clowes,  William  Polk. 

Dr.  Hall,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  of  the  i6th 
ultimo,  accompanied  with  an  act  to  prevent  distilling  grain  into 
spirits,  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  January  13th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  also  Messrs.  Bassett,  Hyatt  and  Conwell. 

On  motion, 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Conwell  deliver  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  bill  to  prevent  and  punish  frauds  and  abuses  in  the  Quarter- 
master* s  and  Commissary's  Deptartments,  with  the  amendments 
proposed  and  agreed  to  by  the  Council,  for  their  concurrence ; 
and  that  he  return  to  that  House  the  petition  from  the  owners 
and  possessors  of  Fern  Hook  and  Bosnian's  Creek  Marsh,  with 
the  original  act  and  the  bill  by  way  of  supplement  to  the  same 
act,  agreed  to  by  the  CoundL 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above  papers  accord- 
ing to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  to  appoint  commissioners  to  hear  and  determine  the 
claims  of  the  officers  of  the  Whig  Battalion,  &c.,  was  read  the 
second  time  and  postponed  for  consideration  until  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  and  took  into  consideration  the  foregoing  bill 
and  proposed  and  agreed  to  simdry  amendments  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  therewith  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  conciurence,  by  Mr.  Polk. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  January  14th,  1779. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  state  an  account  of  expenditures 
by  this  State  for  the  Continent,  &c.,  and  also  a  resolution  of  that 
House  for  the  appointment  of  committees  for  settling  the  Loan 
Office  accounts,  and  the  following  notification,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Wednesday,  P.  M.,  January  13,  1779. 

'^Ordered,  That  Mr.  Waples  wait  on  the  Council  and  inform 

*  *  them  that  this  House  will  meet  the  Council,  at  such  time  and 
**  place  as  they  may  appoint,  in  order  to  put  in  nomination  per- 
'  *  sons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  fi-om  this  State  to  the  Con- 

*  Egress  of  the  United  States  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  also  for  a 
**  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans' 
"  Court  for  the  County  of  Kent,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Rodney, 
**  Esq.,  who  hath  declined  to  accept  his  appointment  thereto. 

**  Extract  fi'om  the  minutes. 

'*JAS.  BOOTH,  Cr  k  of  Assembly  r 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  resolutions,  respecting  the 
appointment  of  committees,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Clothier-General  was  read  the  second  time  and  rejected. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  following  verbal  message  from  the 
Council,  in  answer  to  the  verbal  message  or  notification  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  proceeding  to  put  in  nomina- 
tion persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  to  Congress,  &c.,  of 
yesterday,  was  drawn  up  at  the  table  and  agreed  to  be  sent  to 
the  House  df  Assembly,  viz : 
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The  Council  received  your  verbal  message  of  yesterday  sig^nify* 
ing  voi^r  inclination  of  meeting  the  Council,  at  such  time  and  place 
as  they  should  appoint,  in  order  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to 
be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  from  this  State  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  of  America  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  also  for 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans*  Court 
for  the  County  of  Kent,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Rodney,  Esq., 
who  hath  declined  to  accept  of  his  appointment  thereto,  and  are 
extremely  willing  to  meet  the  honorable  House  of  Assembly  for 
the  above  purpose,  and  also  to  put  in  nomination  a  person  to  be 
l)alloted  for  as  Clothier- General  for  this  State,  at  four  o'clock  this 
afternoon  in  the  Assembly  Room,  if  agreeable  to  your  honorable 
House. 

Dover,  January  14,  1779. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
with  the  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  Clotliier-General,  by 
Mr.  Bassett. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die.  P.  M« 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Bassett  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  committed 
to  him  according  to  order. 

Mn  Cook,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  bill  to  prevent  and  punish  frauds  and  abuses  in 
the  Quartermaster's  and  Conimissary*s  Departments,  &c.,  and 
the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by 
the  House  of  Assembly,  except  as  to  their  7th,  8th  and  loth 
amendments,  together  with  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed  by 
the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  said  amendments  of  tJie  Council, 
which,  by  order,  were  read  the  first  time. 
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Mr.  Derrickson,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  the  following  verbal  message  from  the  House 
of  Assembly  to  the  Council,  viz  : 

**  Gentlemen: 

**  The  House  of  Assembly  are  now  ready  to  receive  the  Coun- 
*  *  cil,  in  the  Assembly  Room,  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be 
**  balloted  for  as  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress  and  for 
**  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans' 
**  Court  for  the  County  of  Kent.     Dover,  January  14,  1779.*' 

And  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  a  verbal  message  from  the  Council,  in  answer 
to  the  foregoing  verbal  message,  l^  drawn  up,  which  was  accord- 
ingly done,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council,  previous  to  their  attending  you,  agreeable  to  your 
verbal  message  just  now  delivered  by  Mr.  Derrickson,  beg  leave 
to  suggest  to  your  honorable  House  that  an  additional  proposal, 
in  their  message  of  this  forenoon  in  answer  to  yours  of  yesterday, 
to  wit :  that  of  putting  in  nomination  persons  qualified  for  the 
office  of  Qothier-General  for  this  State,  appears  to  be  rejected. 
The  Council  therefore  are  desirous  to  know,  before  they  attend 
your  honorable  House,  the  reason  inducing  your  House  to  reject 
said  proposal. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Clowes, 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  distilling  of  whiskey  or  other  spirits 
from  grain.  &c.,  was  read  the  second  time  and  deferred  for  con- 
sideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  January  15th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday 
and  also  Mr.  Read. 

Mr,  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly;  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  following  verbal  message  from  the  House  of  As- 
sembly to  the  Council,  viz  : 

'  *  Getitlctnen  : 

"The  House  of  Assembly  are  at  a  loss  to  know  the  reason 

'  *  which  induced  the  Council  to  conclude  they  had  rejected  the 
*' proposition  of  your  honorable  House  for  putting  in  nomina- 
**tion,  this  afternoon,  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Clothier 
''General,  no  sucli  thing  being  contained  in  the  verbal  message 
**of  the  Assembly.  As  the  Council  gave  no  reason  for  reject- 
'*  ing  the  mode  of  appointing  a  Clothier-General  adopted  by  the 
^ '  Assembly,  this  House  apprehended  the  Council  would  not  so 
*  *  suddenly  request  the  reasons  why  this  House  disagreed  to  the 
'  *  aforesaid  proposition  of  the  Council.  The  Assembly  did  not 
"  reject  the  same  proposition,  but,  for  want  of  sufficient  time  for 
"consideration  of  that  business,  had  come  to  no  determination 
"thereon,  which  induced  this  House  to  take  no  notice  of  that 
"part  of  the  Council's  message.  But  this  House,  still  anxious 
* '  to  forward  tlie  public  business,  are  ready  to  receive  the  Council 
"to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  in 
"  Congress,  and  as  Chief  Justice  of  tlie  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
'  ■  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of  Kent. 

**  Dover,  January  14.  1779." 

Mr.  Read,  in  his  place,  made  his  excuse  for  non-attendance  at 
an  earlier  day,  which  was  admitted. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  a  message  from  the  Council,  in  answer  to  the 
foregoing  message  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  be  drawn  up, 
which  was  accordingly  done,  read  and  agreed  to,  and  follows  in 
these  words,  viz  : 
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Gentlemen  : 

Your  House  not  taking  any  notice,  in  their  verbal  message 
of  yesterday,  delivered  by  Mr.  Derrickson,  of  the  proposition 
made  by  the  Council  in  their  preceding  message,  delivered  by 
Mr.  Bassett,  to  put  in  nomination  a  person  to  be  balloted  for  as 
Clothier-General  for  this  State,  at  the  time  proposed  for  nominat- 
ing persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  to  Congress  and  a 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  of  Kent 
County,  induced  the  Council  to  suppose  their  proposition  re- 
jected, otherwise  they  apprehend  the  House  of  Assembly  would 
have  gladly  embraced  the  opportunity  of  doing  that  at  one  meet- 
ing of  the  two  Houses  which  will  require  another  meeting,  and, 
of  course,  a  delay  of  time  perhaps  unnecessarily. 

The  Council  were  induced  to  dissent  to  your  resolve  for  the 
appointment  of  the  Clothier- General,  for  that  it  is  an  office  of 
trust,  and  may  be  of  profit,  or  at  least  some  salary  must  be  al- 
lowed for  the  service  to  be  performed  by  him,  and  as  such  he 
ought  to  be  chosen  in  the  manner  that  all  other  officers  of  the 
State,  under  like  circumstances,  heretofore  have  been,  as  appears 
by  the  joint  resolutions  of  the  two  Houses  on  their  respective 
minutes.  However  the  Council  are  not  so  tenacious  as  to  the 
time  when  this  nomination  of  persons  for  a  Clothier-General  shall 
be,  for  if  the  House  of  Assembly  wish  to  have  it  postponed,  and 
the  other  nominations  to  be  now  made,  the  Council  will  meet 
them  forthwith  for  the  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Baning. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  empower- 
ing the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  to  draw  for  seven  hundred  and 
fiity  pounds,  and  interest,  in  favor  of  Vincent  Loockerman. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read  the 
first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  concurred 
in,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

**  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Friday,  A.  M.,  January  15th,  1779. 
**Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  certificate  to  Vincent 
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LocxrkenraT:  of  the  knn  of  sei^ii  ttnndred  and  idsj  pounds  to 
dus  Scale,  ghnesi  bj  the  Hooorabie  Gecc]^  Read,  Esq.,  bfie 
We-Presarjfrrr  t3aereo£  oc  the  sailmitli  day  cf  December,  ooe 
dioasaiid  seres  Imadred  and  scteMj-se^eui.  in  pmsuance  of 


jobzt  resotaXDOOs  of  the  Geoenl  Assembhr,  and  the  said  \1 
LcxxicenDan  reqaestzng  the  pormect  of  die  same,  vitb  the  in- 
tbereoC 


''Res^hed,  That  the  Spcakos  of  the  Coimcil  and  Hoose  of 
AsKsnbhr  drxw  an  order  00  the  State  Treasurer  m  ixvor  of  die 
said  Maccnt  Loockeraan  §0€  die  said  som  of  seven  hondred 
and  hkf  pwonds,  widi  die  interest  for  tixsame,  at  the  late  of 
sx  Mr  cent  per  annum,  finom  the  said  si itrrnth  day  of  De- 
oemoer.  coe  thoosand  seren  faandred  and  seventv-seven.** 


Ordered.  That  Mr.  Bamx^  retnm  the  same  to  the  H< 
Assembiy.  with  the  ooDcnrrence  of  the  Coimdl  thereto. 

Adloomed  till  3  o'dodL,  P.  M. 


EODEM  I>IE,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Baning  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
committed  to  him  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Bryan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delir- 
ered  the  following  message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 
Council.  \\z  : 

' '  GcniUmen  : 

' '  The  reasons  assigned  by  your  honorable  House  for  rejecting 
'  •  the  appointment  of  a  Qothier- General  for  this  State,  made  by 
'*the  Assembly,  are  satis^ctor>'.  As  this  House  had  no  other 
'object  in  \'iew  by  that  appointment  than  the  public  service, 
'  *  therefore  readilv  agree  to  recei\'e  your  House  in  the  Assembly 
' '  Room  forth witn,  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted 
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'*for  as  Delegates  to  Congress,  a  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common 
**  Pleas  and  Orphans*  Courts  of  Kent  County,  and  a  Clothier- 
*'  General  for  this  State.** 

The  Council,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  to 
the  Assembly  Room,  and  there  met  the  House  of  Assembly,  to 
put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  to  Con- 
gress, a  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans*  Courts 
of  Kent  County,  and  a  Clothier-General  for  this  State. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Patterson,  Mr.  Ridgely,  and  Mr.  Kollock 
be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and 
inform  him  that  the  General  Assembly  are  now  met  in  the  As- 
sembly Room  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for 
as  Chief  Justice  ol  the  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans*  Courts  of 
Kent  County,  and  to  know  whether  his  Excellency  would  wish 
to  attend  that  nomination. 

The  committee,  being  returned,  reported  that  they  had  waited 
on  the  President  with  the  message  committed  to  them,  agreeable 
to  order,  and  that  he  declined  attending  the  nomination,  but 
would  be  present  at  the  balloting. 

Then  the  General  Assembly  proceeded  to  put  in  nomination 
divers  persons,  whose  names  were  taken  down  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  members  of  both  Houses. 

On  motion,  agreed  that  the  General  Assembly  now  separate, 
and  meet  at  three  o*  clock  on  Monday  afternoon,  in  the  Council 
Room,  to  ballot  for  Delegates  to  Congress,  a  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans*  Courts  of  Kent  County,  and 
a  Clothier-General  for  the  State,  out  of  the  persons  now  put  in 
nomination  for  the  said  offices.     Then  the  Council  withdrew. 

Mr.  Clowes  applied  for  leave  of  absence  till  three  o*  clock  on 
Monday  afternoon  next,  which  was  granted. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o*  clock. 
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Saturday,  January  i6th,  1779. 
the  same  member 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Clowes. 


Monday,  P.  M.,  January  i8th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  also  Mr.  Clowes. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  and  Mr.  Hyatt  be  a  committee  to 
wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and  acquamt  them  that  the  Coun- 
cil are  now  sitting  and  are  ready  to  receive  them,  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  to  ballot  for  Delegates  to  Congress,  a  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  of  Kent  County,  and  a 
Clothier-General  for  the  State. 

The  committee,  being  returned,  reported  that  they  had  deliv- 
ered the  above  message  according  to  order,  and  that  the  House 
of  Assembly  said  they  would  attend  the  Council  immediately. 

The  Council  and  Assembly  being  met  in  the  Council  Room,  to 
ballot  for  Delegates  to  Congress,  a  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common 
Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  of  Kent  County,  and  a  Clothier- 
General  for  the  State,  according  to  the  order  of  Friday  last, 
proceeded  to  the  ballot  for  Delegates  to  Congress,  which  being 
taken  down,  it  appeared  that  John  Dickinson,  Nicholas  V^an- 
dyke,  and  Thomas  McKean,  Esquires,  had  a  majority  of  votes, 
and  are  declared  duly  elected  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Con- 
gress for  the  ensuing  year. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes,  Mr.  Bryan,  and  Doctor  Clayton 
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be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  to 
inform  him  that  the  General  Assembly  are  now  met  in  the  Council 
Room  to  ballot  for  a  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas  and  Or- 
phans* Courts  of  Kent  County,  and  request  his  attendance,  if  he 
thinks  proper. 

The  gentlemen  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above  message  ac- 
cording to  order,  when  his  Excellency  was  pleased,  in  answer,  to 
say  that  he  would  wait  on  the  General  Assembly  immediately. 

The  President  attended,  and  proceeded  with  the  General  As- 
sembly to  ballot  for  a  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas  and 
Orphans'  Courts  of  Kent  County,  and  the  box  containing  the 
ballots  being  examined,  it  appeared  that  John  Clark,  Esouire, 
was  declared  duly  elected  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  rleas 
and  Orphans*  Courts  of  Kent  County.  Then  the  President  with- 
drew. 

The  General  Assembly  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Clothier 
General  for  the  State,  and  the  ballot  being  taken  down,  it  ap- 
peared that  George  Craghead,  Esq*r,  was  declared  duly  elected 
Qothier-General  for  this  State. 

On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  inform  John 
Clark,  Esquire,  of  his  appointment  to  the  office  of  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  of  Kent  County,  and 
request  his  answer  forthwith  whether  he  will  accept  of  the  said 
appointment. 

On  motion,  agreed  that  the  General  Assembly  now  separate. 
Then  the  House  of  Assembly  withdrew,  and  the  Council  adjourn- 
ed till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


.  .\.      -»   "     tu  i  vvi  Nrii.  ^^r 


\\  i^.^w,  A.  M..  j.\mun*  19th,  1779. 
M^^c^H  \\  ihc*  vuno  nuMnlvrs  as  on  yesterday. 

.  .  ," ,    ..it'U'  .»  poiiilon   I'rom  sundn-  ci\"il 

^•*          •-»  ^  ..  V,   ....\     4,  ...\  ii^u.iM*  i>:  iho  lees  Annexed  to 

V*'   '       ..    *.  :i.v,-.  \»^/!!    :'\  oulei .  \\,\>  re.^d.  and  ordered 

*»x,       •■  :   ,.     ^  K  ':",.  ,^'».  vx;   Anmm^^Mx  kv.  :he:r  consideration. 

...     \  . .  ,A 

,  • .  ■  \      . , ^  . \\  .\>  .  .\  . . ;  ■  .^  .*.  :  ^  r  .'» ?.">  e  .'>  .i  r.">er. t?  proposed 
*,     -Is    •.         \^>,  .  :.\    ,.'  :^;  .1   .,.'.^i^.::v ?•■:::<  :.^  the  bil:  to 
,»\      '    '.       ■•  ..  ..*s>        ,';,  v^^.i.,  I;  ■•/.%,.>;:•:  >  ..ni  CoHiziis- 

:v  \  '\.  .        .    .'».    ,  .    .s»v\v:,\   <».'«;'....  X  :r:e:*et.'^ 


»        ■  .,      .     «.   .     .^  .*,    .  ...     .>?N,',     ,',•,....:>  v:-i  vriii  the 
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**  Vandyke  ;  for  Kent  County,  Messrs.  William  Killen  and  John 
**Pryor. 

Also  resolved.  That  Simon  Kollock  and  Joseph  Hall,  Esquires, 
"  be  a  committee  for  the  County  of  Sussex  to  settle  and  adjust 
'*  the  accounts  of  the  General  Loan  Office  for  the  said  county  for 
*  *  the  ensuing  year. 

'* Resolved,  That  the  committees  respectively  be  directed  to 
'  *  report  the  sums  of  money  in  specie  and  paper  which  are  in  the 
"said  offices." 

And  thereupon  the  Council,  on  their  part,  have  nominated 
the  following  persons  to  join  die  said  committees  of  the  House 
of  Assembly,  to  wit :  For  New  Castle  County,  John  Thompson, 
Esquire ;  for  Kent  County,  Eleazar  M.  Comb,  Gentleman ;  and 
for  Sussex  County,  John  Clowes,  Esquire. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  bill  to  prevent 
the  distilling  of  whiskey  from  any  kind  of  grain,  &c.,  and  some 
amendments  were  proposed,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  trans- 
scribed  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration 
and  concurrence,  together  with  the  said  bill. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  January  20th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  state  an  account  of  expenditures  by  this  State 
for  tlie  Continent,  &c.,  were  read  the  second  time,  and  an  amend- 
ment was  proposed  by  way  of  addition  to  the  first  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  therewith  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence  by  Mr.  Patterson, 
who  is  also  appointed"  to  return  to  that  House  the  bill  to  prevent 
the  distilling  of  whiskey,  &c. ,  with  amendments  proposed  thereto 


,%.:,., ,.^i■^  t'l  U-i.u-  C';iny  and  Edward  Ree> 
',T,  ;.  iiri  iiiiiii  ilu-  (.j«,'vernor  of  Mar>-!and, 
>-;.  ,,.>iilliHi^  \\lK>key.  and  a  letter  from  a 
>  .,,ul  .il>o  ilu-  l»ill  lo  prevent  and  punish 
\,  \^^i.»iliiin.isirr'!s  and  Commissan-'s  De- 
..,  ,«.li\\c  ui>  |.i<»j>o<ed  by  that  House  to  the 
'  ,,'  iUc  >.iinr  lull,  acceded  to  by  the  Coun- 

II  itu  u.iM  of  the  wajjes  of  waggoners  : 

.•>  oi  ilii  lloUM*  of  Assembly  for  the  ap- 
»,>  till  sciilin^  the  Loan  Ofrice  accounts. 
...ut  .i|  j.i.intinmi  of  the  Council  thereto: 
..\  iwitvi  Mindiv  civil  officers  for  an  increase 


Vs .,«»;    n  till  net!,   irportiil  thi-  deliver)*  of  the 
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•    \-.-v  .':.^    ^.^   r.i..Ut     |.u.\;Ni.»n  UM   ihe   olTurcT?  of  the 

\I.i\\.r. .   Sl.j;"     .,-.;    .,...1  .,:u  .  >i.ivjc  iiivic^  sjvr.i  therein  the  same 
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*'  In  THE  House  of  Assembly,  ^ 
'*  Wednesday,  P.  M.,  January  13th,  1779. 

' '  Whereas  the  committee  of  the  General  Assembly  hereto- 
'  fore  appointed  for  stating  an  account  of  expenditures  by  this 
'State  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  &c.,  have  not 
'  entered  upon  the  duty  assigned  them  ;  therefore 

''Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Robert  Bryan,  John  Cook,  and  Wil- 

*  Ham  Peery  be  a  committee  to  settle  an  account  of  the  monies 
'  advanced  by  this  State,  or  upon  the  credit  thereof,  for  recruit- 

*  ing  the  Delaware  Regiment  in  the  three  last  campaigns,  and  of 

*  the  expenditures  of  the  same,  and  to  state  an  account  of  expen- 
'  ditures  by  this  State  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  and 

*  also  to  state  an  account  of  all  monies,  provisions,  and  other 

*  necessaries  which  have  been  supplied  by  and  on  behalf  of  this 
'  State  to  prisoners  taken  by  the  United  States,  or  this  State, 

*  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  of  which  accounts  have 

*  not  been  already  transmitted  to  Cong^ress,  agreeable  to  a  reso- 
'  lution  of  Congress  of  the  26th  of  February  last ;  and  that  the 
'  said  committee  be  empowered  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and 
'  things,  and  make  report  of  their  proceedmgs  to  the  General 
'  Assembly  at  their  next  sitting. 

''Resolved,  That  the  reasonable  expenses  to  be  incurred  by  the 
'  said  committee  in  the  execution  of  the  business  hereby  assigned 

*  them  be  defrayed  by  this  State,  and  that  an  adequate  allowance 

*  be  also  made  for  their  time  and  trouble  in  that  service." 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Con  well  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

The  Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions 
of  the  House  Assembly  to  make  provision  for  the  officers  of  the 
Delaware  Regiment,  and  proposed  and  agreed  to  sundry  amend- 
ments to  the  same,  which  were  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent 
therewith  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence  by  Mr. 
Polk,  together  with  the  petition  from  the  officers  of  the  Delaware 
Regiment. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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''Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  House  of 
*  *  Assembly  do  forthwith  draw  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the 
'*sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  in  favor  of  the 
'*  Clothier- General,  to  enable  him  to  comply  with  the  first  re- 
"  solve/* 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  certificates  of  Jonathan  Robinson  and  Nicholas  Way,  of 
their  loans  to  this  State,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  01  As- 
sembly empowering  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  on 
the  State  Treasurer  for  the  monies  due  thereon,  were  severally 
read  the  second  time  and  deferred  for  consideration  till  the  after- 
noon. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met,  and  took  into  consideration  the  resolution 
empowering  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  on  the 
State  Treasurer  for  the  monies  due  on  the  certificates  of  Jonathan 
Robinson  and  Nicholas  Way,  and  several  amendments  were  pro- 
posed and  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  foregoing  certificates  and  resolution,  with  the  transcribed 
amendments,  for  their  concurrence ;  and  also  the  resolutions  to 
make  provision  for  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  con- 
curred in  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above 
papers  according  to  order. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Articles  of  Confed- 
eration and  Perpetual  Union,  &c.,  now  delivered  in  their  report 
at  the  table. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  report  was  read  the  first 
time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  and  took  into  consideration  the  preceding  re- 
port of  their  committee,  and  after  some  time  was  spent  therein 
the  further  consideration  was  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Stout,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  suppressing  vice  and  immorality,  which,  by 
order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  January  23d,  1779. 
The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

The  Council  having  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
mittee's report  on  the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual 
Union,  &c. ,  came  to  the  following  resolutions  thereon  : 

Resolvedy  That  this  State  think  it  necessary,  for  the  peace  and 
safety  of  the  States  to  be  included  in  the  Union,  that  a  moderate 
extent  of  limits  should  be  assigned  for  such  of  those  States  as 
claim  to  the  Mississippi  or  South  Sea,  and  that  the  United  States, 
in  Congress  assembleii,  should  and  ought  to  have  the  power  of 
fixing  meir  western  limits. 
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and  Georgia,  and  that  the  said  articles,  when  so  subscribed  and 
ratified,  shall  become  obligatory  on  this  State. 

And,  on  motion,  leave  was  given  to  brin^  in  a  bill  to  empower 
the  Delegates  of  this  State  to  ratify  the  said  articles.  A  bill  for 
this  purpose  being  laid  on  the  table,  was,  by  order,  read  the  first 
time. 

By  special  order,  the  sam^  was  read  the  second  time  and 
passed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  copy  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  the  report 
of  the  committee  thereon,  the  preceding  resolutions  and  bill 
founded  thereon. 

Mr.  Speaker  now  informed  the  Council  that  he  had  received 
the  answer  of  John  Clark,  Esquire,  to  the  notification  directed 
to  him  by  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses,  in  which  he  signified 
his  willingness  to  accept  of  his  appointment  to  the  office  of  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  of  Kent  County. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  lo  o'clock. 


Monday,  January  25th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Baning  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
given  him  in  charge,  according  to  the  order  of  Saturday. 

Doctor  Hall,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  raising  one  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  dollars,  in  the  Delaware  State,  for  the  service  of  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  by  a  general 
tax. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  supplementary  bill  to  the 
act  of  pardon. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  supplement  to  an  act  enti- 
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'•  Dover,  January  the  25th,  1779." 
f>n  fttfAu/n 

Reiolved,  That  Messrs.  Clowes,  Read,  and  Bassett  be  a  com- 
mittee to  \ne\jaat  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  quartering  of  troops 
within  thin  State. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock- 
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Tuesday,  January  26th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
quartering  of  troops  m  this  State,  now  delivered  one  at  the  table, 
which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion, 

Resolvedy  That  Mr.  Clowes,  Mr.  Read,  and  Mr.  Bassett  be  a 
committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  against  engrossing  and 
forestalling  of  flour,  grain  and  forage. 

Doctor  Clayton,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  memorial  from  the  members  of  the  Privy 
Council,  praying  the  aid  of  the  Legislature  to  make  provision  for 
their  expenses  incurred  during  their  attendance  on  the  duties  of 
their  office,  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  empow- 
ering the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  to  draw  for  divers  sums  of 
money  in  favor  of  the  members  of  the  Privy  Council  and  Secre- 
tary, and  also  the  following  verbal  message,  viz  : 

*  *  Gentlemen  : 

"As  the  seat  of  John  Clark,  Esquire,  the  second  Justice  of  the 
*'  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans*  Court  in  the  County  of 
' '  Kent,  is  become  vacant  by  his  appointment  to  and  acceptance  of 
'*the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  those  Courts,  and  it  is  necessary  to 
"  fill  that  vacancy,  this  House  therefore  propose  to  your  honor- 
**  able  House  to  meet  the  Council,  at  sucn  time  and  place  as  you 
"may  appoint,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into  nomination  proper 
"persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  second  Justice  in  said  courts. 
"This  House  also  inform  the  honorable  the  Council  that  they 
'  *  intend  to  adjourn  on  Saturday  next,  for  this  present  sitting,  to 
"some  future  day." 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  memorial  and  resolution 
founded  thereon  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  wounded  officers  and  soldiers,  &c., 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  thereupon 
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Mr.  John  Clayton,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  and  allow- 
ances to  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which,  by  order,  was 
read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met,  and,  some  of  the  members  attending  on  com- 
mittees, adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  January  28,  1779. 

The  Council  met.    Present  all  the  members. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  for  raising  one  hundred  and 
seventy  thousand  dollars  by  a  general  tax  was  referred,  now 
delivered  their  report  at  the  table,  which,  by  order,  was  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  over  till  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  and  took  into  consideration  the  foregoing  bill 
and  report,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  is  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Doctor  Clayton,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  of  Council  empowering  the 
the  Delegates  from  this  State  in  Congress  to  ratify  the  Articles 
of  Confederation,  together  with  the  bill  for  the  ratification  of  the 
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said  articles,  and  the  report  c£  tfce  ccmrEiitice  dscreoe.  srrerillT 
concurred  in  by  the  Hocse  of  Assesibiy. 

The  same  member  also  netunsei  to  the  Cfcair  the  bC  ibr  the 
quartering  of  troops  wrrhhi  diss  Scare,  vith  a  paper  of  amend- 
ments proposed  thereto  by  the  Hoose  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  deovcred  to  the  Chair  rfse  report  of  the 
Committee  for  Public  Accoonts.  vrth  a  Hst  oc  vouchers. 

Ordered.  That  the  bill  K>r  the  raci5catk>c  of  the  Artides  of 
Confederation  be  ei^Toescd- 

The  Council  took  into  cooskieratioa  the  ameodments  proposed 
by  the  Hotise  of  Assembly  to  the  Ixll  tor  the  quartering  of  troops, 
&c..  and  proposed  and  agreed  to  some  amendments  to  the  said 
amendments  of  the  House  of  AssemMy.  vhich  vere  ordered  to 
be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  deliver  the  said  bilL  and  the  several 
papers  of  amendments,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning.  lo  o'clock. 


Friday.  A.  M..  January-  29,  1779. 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Polk  now  reported  the  deliverv'  of  the  se\*eral  papers  com- 
mitted to  his  charge,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

Doctor  Hall,  a  member  of  Assembly,  i^-as  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  bill  to  prohibit,  for  a  limited  time,  the  dis- 
tilling of  whiskey  and  other  spirits  from  wheat,  &c.  ;  also  the 
bill  to  prevent  and  punish  the  frauds  and  abuses  in  the  Quarter- 
master's and  Commissar>'*s  Departments  ;  and  also  the  bill  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  hear  and  determine  the  claims  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Whig  Battalion,  &c.,  respectively 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly.  togeUier  with 
their  original  draughts  and  amendments,  in  order  to  be  compared 
and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 
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The  same  member  also  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the 
quartering  of  troops,  &c. ,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto 
by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Council  to  the  said  amenciments,  two  of  which  the  House  of  As- 
sembly acceded  to  and  rejected  the  two  remaining  amendments 
of  the  Council. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  verbal  message 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  26th  instant,. and  thereupon  the 
following  answer  thereto  was  drawn  up  and  agreed  to,  viz  : 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  accede  to  your  proposal  of  putting  into  nomina- 
tion proper  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  second  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of 
Kent,  and  will  meet  your  honorable  House,  if  agreeable,  in  the 
Assembly  Room,  at  four  o'clock  this  afternoon,  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

Then  the  Council  took  into  consideration  such  of  their  amend- 
ments to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly 
to  the  bill  for  the  quartering  of  troops,  &c.,  as  were  rejected 
by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  thereupon  a  message  from  the 
Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  stating  the  reasons  of  Council 
for  adhering  to  their  amendments  so  rejected,  was  drawn  up  at  the 
table,  read  and  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Gentlefnen : 

The  Council  have  reconsidered  the  two  last  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  Council  to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  House 
of  Assembly  to  the  bill  for  the  quartering  of  soldiers,  returned  as 
rejected  by  your  House,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  third  amend- 
ment is  a  necessary  one,  for  that  no  person  but  a  Justice  can  billet 
any  soldier,  &c. ,  by  the  bill,  therefore  the  expressions  '  *  or  if  the 
person  so  billeting  them  be  a  Justice,"  in  the  6th  and  7th  line  of 
your  first  amendment,  are  improper,  as  they  imply  a  power  of 
billeting  in  other  than  a  Justice  or  Justices ;  but,  by  adding  the 
word  [single],  as  in  our  amendment,  those  expressions  will  have 
their  proper  reference  to  the  billeting  authorized  by  the  third 


} 


7^$\\  yiysvTES  or  TSE  O'JTSCIL  ot 

seciksa  0^'  ibe  KH,  mod  icsr  'fttcae  TB»anF  liie  Conndl  sre  irnhmed 
to  didhef^  Tv>  iKeai  liard  UDcndmem  afuursaid. 

Tk^  Co4U>dl  br  Thar  iuuiiL  amendzDcni.  TmmrM  rfinTiaHy 
lo  exchnde  y^iinermaKiBB  and  -faar  depwxs  tram  ccerdsBi^ 
the  v^W'pr  oa*  qiuoienn^.  viiicii  liier  war  dcig^rml  augin  tmol.  m 
said  military  speiedi.  be  ccmsidered  to  be  iDckided  m  Titc  term 
nuhua>*  o&c«!i^  :  bo:  if  liie  Hanse  of  Assembhr  ^lal  be  cd  opm- 
K«a.  shts  koowioj^  onr  Tti^fLu^  far  d^  icmiL  xmesidmeBC.  liat 
like  sacoe  i>  iiQnec!«5&T3*.  and  fhar  ibear  cansCTrofTis  max*  be  wefi 
acsmned  agMisi  Ti«r  cxtTDnr  of  «  ng-.Tigg^Ciig  ZK«wer  rnr  ibose  of 
tbr  stand'  ciQ  tbc  arniT .  ibt^  CcnmcZ  v£I  recede  r-cczi  ibe  said  sbmtk 

aXDt!OdlXHait. 


Ordered,  Thai  Mr.  Baimg  decider  ibe  said  iDcssi^  id  tlie 
Hc«i»e  cc  j%ssembhr.  tc^grcdier  wi^  rbe  bEL  i:c  ibe  qzxsnenxi^  of 
sokbers.  &c. .  and  is  stpcteZ  papers  cc  iLmeo.T.,jr.jaw 

Adiouraed  tfl  ^  ydicciL-  P.  M. 


Eoi^EM  Dis.  P.  M 
The  Couorl  =^^ 

gh^ec  'nr::  ir  rsar^.   ::;  the  Hocsc  ct"  Assedbtv.  iccorcin^  to 
order. 

Mr.  WoCes.  i  =ie=.*r^er  x*  Assembiy.  w3S  HVr:  nee  aod  re- 
turned to  tire  Caaj  the  btZ  2br  Cie  q-Jiirteriiis:  oc  troopSw  Jtc. 
azad  its  aireit^drsent^?.  -a^th  the  x-Ccwtcg  veshsil  message.  vLi : 

"GentLem.tn . 

* '  This  House  having  takec  into  cocsderatioc  the  reasons  ooo- 
tahzed  iz  your  siessage  xc  adhering  to  die  izieochnents  pro- 
posed by  your  h«Daorab«e  House  to  me  amendments  c^red  by 
the  HoQse  of  Assembly  to  the  biH  fibr  qoartarn^  oc  soldiers^ 
do  occ  cocssder  them  sad^ctory.  Tbe  Assembnr.  theresbre. 
propose,  as  tbe  most  expeditioas  maimer  ot  tgrmiaating  the 
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* '  difference  in  opinion  respecting  the  said  amendments,  the  ap- 
**pointment  of  committees  by  both  Houses  to  confer  thereon, 
**and  do  accordingly  appoint  Messrs.  Ridgely,  Hall,  and  Joshua 
**  Clayton  a  committee  on  the  part  of  this  House,  who  will  forth- 
"  with  meet  a  committee  of  your  honorable  House  for  that  pur- 
**  pose,  if  the  said  proposition  be  concurred  in  by  the  Council.'* 

And  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Read  and  Conwell  be  a  committee,  on 
the  part  of  the  Council,  to  meet  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  to  confer  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  several  amend- 
ments proposed  by  each  House  to  the  bill  for  the  quartering  of 
troops. 

On  motion,  the  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  raising  170,000  dollars,  &c.,  and  the  committee's  report 
thereon  and  sundry  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  further 
amendments  being  proposed,  the  further  consideration  is  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  suppressing  vice  and  immorality  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  will  not  pass,  and,  on  motion,  leave  was  given 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  by  way  of  supplement  to  several  acts  of  As- 
sembly, for  the  suppression  of  vice  and  immorality.  A  bill  for 
this  purpose  being  laid  on  the  table  was,  by  order,  read  the  first 
time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  de- 
ferred lor  consideration  till  to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  January  30th,  1779. 
The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
wounded  officers  and  soldiers,  &c.,  now  brought  in  their  report. 

Mr.  Cook,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  a  "bond  (or  obligation;  of  John  Jones,  Esq.,  to  the 
Delaware  State  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  with  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowenng  the  President  to 
receive  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  from  Mr.  Jones. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
inform  them  that  the  Council  have  acceded  to  their  proposal  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  Council  to  meet  a  committee 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  confer  on  the  subject  matter  of  the 
several  amendments  proposed  by  each  House  to  the  bill  for  the 
quartering  of  soldiers. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  with  the  said  message,  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  wounded  officers  and  soldiers, 
&c.,  was  read  the  first  time  and  recommitted  to  the  same  com- 
mittee, with  the  addition  of  Mr.  Read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  amendments  to 
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the  bill  for  the  quartering  of  soldiers,  now  delivered  their  report 
at  the  table,  which,  by  order,  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

On  motion,  the  Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  raising  one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars,  &c., 
and  further  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to  and  order- 
ed to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  and  transcribed  amendments  be 
sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration  and  con-' 
currence,  by  Mr.  Clowes. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  Colonel  Pope's  account  against  the  Delaware 
Regiment  for  clothing,  and  its  vouchers,  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  cloth  seized  and  taken  by 
Colonel  Pope  for  the  use  of  the  Delaware  Regiment. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bond  of  Colonel  John  Jones  to  the  Delaware  State  in  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  empowering  the  President  to  receive  the  said  sum  of 
one  thousand  pounds  from  Mr.  Jones,  were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  said  resolution  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  an  amendment  was  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bond  and  resolution  and  transcribed  amendments. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Sunday,  January  31st,  1779. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Bassett 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  Committee  for  Public  Accounts  was  read  and 
deferred  for  consideration  until  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  February  ist,  1779. 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the 
Committee  for  Public  Accounts,  and  having  partially  proceeded 
therein,  the  same  was  further  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Conwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
committed  to  him  according  to  the  order  of  Saturday  last. 

The  bill  for  the  ratification  of  the  Articles  of  the  Confederation 
by  the  Delaware  State,  and  the  bill  for  the  Quartering  of  soldiers, 
being  engrossed,  were  read  and  compared  and  ordered  to  be 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council ;  which  was  done  accord- 
ingly. 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  engrossed  bill  to  prohibit,  for  a  limited  time,  the  distilling 
of  whiskey  from  wheat,  rye,  or  any  other  sort  of  grain,  or  from 
any  meal  or  flour  ;  the  bill  to  prevent  and  punish  the  frauds  and 
abuses  in  the  puartermaster's  and  Commissary's  Departments, 
&c.,  and  the  bill  to  appoint  commissioners  to  hear  and  determine 
the  claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Whig  Battalion,  sta- 
tioned at  Newark  and  Dover,  being  respectively  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  were  read,  compared  and 
ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council ;  which  was 
done  accordingly; 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws,  passed  at  this 
session,  to  wit : 

1.  The  act  to  prohibit,  for  a  limited  time,  the  distilling  of 
whiskey  from  wheat,  rye,  or  any  other  sort  of  grain,  or  from  any 
meal  or  flour ; 

2.  The  act  to  prevent  and  punish  the  frauds  and  abuses  in  the 
Quartermaster's  and  Commissary's  Departments,  and  for  ascer- 
taining the  pay  of  impressed  teams  and  their  drivers  ; 

3.  The  act  to  appoint  commissioners  to  hear  and  determine 
the  claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Whig  Battalion,  sta- 
tioned at  Newark  and  Dover,  in  this  State  ; 

4.  The  act  for  the  ratification  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation 
by  the  Delaware  State  ; 

5.  The  act  for  the  quartering  of  soldiers. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  deliver  the  said  bills  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  to- 
c^ether  with  the  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  same, 
lor  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accord- 
ing to  order. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  by  way  of 
supplement  to  the  several  acts  of  Assembly  for  the  suppression 
of  vice  and  immorality,  and  the  same  passed  the  Council. 

49 
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Ordered^  That  Mr.  Hyatt  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  <rf 
Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 
On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  and  allowances  to  the  Justices 
qA  the  Supreme  Court  was  read  a  second  time  and  dderred  Smt 
consideration  till  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill,  by  way  of  supplement  to  the  act  of  pardon,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the  President  to  the  General 
Assembly,  inclosing  a  letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  of 
the  22d  ultimo,  and  several  acts  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of 
Finance,  of  October  8th  and  November  19th,  1778,  and  January 
I,  2,  5,  13  and  14,  1779. 

The  same  member  also  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bond  of  John 
Jones,  Esquire,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
fotmded  thereon,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the 
Council  agreed  to  by  the  Assembly,  and  a  resolution  of  that 
House,  with  the  said  amendment  inserted  therein,  directing  the 
President  to  receive  the  monies  due  on  the  said  bond. 

The  same  member  also  returned  the  resolution  of  the  Council 
for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  laws  therein  mentioned,  con- 
curred in  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  supplemen- 
tary act  to  the  act  for  keeping  in  repair  the  banks  of  Fern  Hook 
and  Bosman's  Creek  Marshes,  &c.,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Assembly,  with  a  resolution  for  affixing  the  Oreat  Seal  to  the  said 
biU. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  supplementary  bill  to  the 
act  for  keeping  in  good  repair  the  bridge  and  causey  over  the 
Broadkiln,  in  Sussex  County. 

On  motion,  by  order, 
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The  supplementan^  act  to  the  act  for  keeping  in  repair  the 
banks,  8lc.,  of  Fern  Hook  and  Bosnian's  Creek  Marshes,  was 
read»  compared  and  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great 
Seal  of  this  State  to  the  foregoing  bill,  was  read  and  concurred  in 
by  the  Council, 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  supplementary  act  to  the  act  for  keeping  in  good  repair 
j^e  bridge  and  causey  over  the  Broadkiln,  in  Sussex  County, 
was  read  the  first  time. 

The  Council  taking  into  coasideration  the  memorial  of  George 
Evans  and  Geoi^e  Latimer,  Esquires,  two  of  the  members  of  the 
Privy  Council  01  this  State,  requesting  leave  to  resign  their  seats 
at  that  board,  and  it  appearing  by  the  minutes  of  this  House  that 
Thomas  McDonough,  Esq'r,  and  the  said  George  Latimer  were 
first  elected  by  the  Council,  Mr.  Latimer's  resignation  is  accept- 
ed. The  Council  then  proceeded  to  supply  Mr.  Latimer's  place 
in  the  Privy  Council,  by  ballot,  when  the  box  containing  the  bal- 
lots being  examined  by  the  Speaker,  Eleazer  McComb,  of  Kent 
County.  Gendeman,  having  eight  ballots  of  the  nine  put  into  the 
box,  is  declared  elected  a  Privy  Councillor. 

Mr.  Con  well  applied  for  leave  of  absence,  which  is  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett  for  a  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days, 
the  same  is  granted. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  February  2d,  1779. 

The  Council  met  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs. 
Conwell  and  Bassett 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  direct- 
ing Samuel  Patterson,  Esquire,  State  Treasurer,  to  pay  to  the 
Continental  Congress  thb  State's  quota  of  the  Contmental  tax 
for  the  year  1778,  amounting  to  sixty  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
following  verbal  message,  viz : 

''  The  House  of  Assembly  have  resolved  to  adjourn  this  day  to 
"some  future  day." 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
mittee's report  on  the  Public  Accounts,  and  proposed  and  agreed 
to  sundry  amendments. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  recommitted  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  wounded  officers,  soldiers,  &c.,  now  reported,  as  their 
opinion,  that  the  same  be  rejected  and  a  new  one  framed  instead 
thereof  A  bill  for  this  purpose  being  laid  on  the  table,  was,  by 
order,  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Kollock,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered at  the  Chair  the  bill  for  raising  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1779,  by  a  general 
tax,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  together 
with  the  original  bill,  the  committee's  report  thereon,  and  the 
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amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  thereto,  in  order  to  be 
compared  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  with  a  res- 
olution for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Accounts,  and  the  paper 
of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  for  their  concur- 
rence, with  the  public  accounts  and  vouchers. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  with  the  above  papers,  according  to  order. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  verbal  message  from 
the  House  of  Assembly,  delivered  in  the  forenoon,  and  tnereupn 

Resolved,  That  a  message,  in  answer  to  the  same,  be  drawn 
up  at  the  table,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows, 
VIZ : 

Gentlemen : 

The  Council  are  of  opinion  that  some  of  the  business  now  be- 
fore them,  and  which  they  deem  necessary  on  the  part  of  your 
and  our  constituents,  cannot  be  completed  in  the  short  time  your 
honorable  House  have  limited  for  their  sitting  by  their  verbal 
message  just  delivered.  The  Council  bee  leave  to  remind  you 
that  no  instructions  for  or  certificate  of  uie  appointment  of  the 
Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress  have  been  as  yet  sent  to 
us  ;  fliat  nothing  has  been  done  on  the  resolutions  of  Congress, 
delivered  to  us  through  your  House  late  last  evening,  and  if  time 
is  not  given  for  these  businesses  they  will  be  left  undone.  We 
have  thoufifht  it  our  duty  thus  to  shew  our  opinion  of  the  conse- 
quences tnat  must  ensue  from  the  adjournment  of  your  House 
this  evening,  and  submit  the  same  to  your  consideration. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Council. 

Dover,  February  2d,  1779. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  deliver  the  said  message  to  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Clowes  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  directing  Samuel 
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Patterson,  Esq..  State  Treasurer,  to  pay  this  State's  quota  of  the 
CoDtinefita]  tax  ibr  the  year  1778  to  the  Continental  Coi^ress. 
was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  dis- 
agreed to ;  and  thereupon,  on  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  this 
State  be  authorized  and  appointed  to  draw  orders  on  Samuel 
Pattenon,  Es^.,  State  Treasurer,  as  weU  for  the  sixty  thousand 
dollars  raised  m  thb  State  for  the  proportion  demanded  by  Con- 
gress ibr  the  year  one  thousand  se\'en  hundred  and  se^-enty-^ht, 
as  for  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  be  raised  in 
the  State  for  its  proportion  demanded  by  Congress  for  the  year 
seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  when  the  same,  or  any  fourth 
part  thereof,  shall  come  to  the  hands  of  the  State  Treasurer,  and 
direct  the  payment  of  the  said  sums  respectively  into  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  and  there  placed  to  the  credit  of  this 
State. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly for  their  concurrence,  together  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  disagreed  to  by  the  Council 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  directing  the  President  to  receive  the  monies 
due  on  the  bond  of  John  Jones,  Esq.,  et  al.,  was  read,  concurred 
in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

'*  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Monday,  P.  M.,  February  i,  1779. 

*  *  Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  an  obligfation,  dated  the 
*'  1st  May,  1777,  for  one  thousand  pounds  from  John  Jones,  John 
'  *  Dagworthy,  and  Levin  Derrickson,  of  the  County  of  Sussex, 
"Esquires,  to  this  State,  the  said  sum  being  a  loan  from  the 
"State  to  the  said  John  Jones,  in  pursuance  of  divers  resolutions 
"of  the  General  Assembly  in  February,  1777,  for  the  encourage- 

*  *  ment  and  assistance  of  him  in  erecting  salt  works  in  this  State, 
"with  a  special  condition,  agreeable  to  the  purport  of  the  said 
"  resolutions;  and  the  House  taking  the  same  into  consideration, 

*  *  and  it  appearing  that  no  supply  of  salt  for  the  use  of  the  State, 
' '  made  and  manufactured  therein,  hath  been  obtained,  and  that 
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*  *  more  than  one  year  hath  elapsed  since  the  date  of  the  bond 
**  aforesaid, 

''Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  President  or  Com- 
'  *  mander-in-Chief  forthwith  to  take  necessary  and  effectual  mea- 

*  *  sures  to  obtain  the  monies  payable  by  the  said  obligation  on 
'*the  non-performance  of  the  condition  thereof,  and  on  the  re- 
"ceipt  of  the  same  to  apply  them  to  the  payment  of  the  allow- 
**ances  heretofore  made  by  the  General  Assembly  to  the  Militia 
**of  Sussex  County." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  foregoing  resolution  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  together  with 
Mr.  Jones*  bond  and  the  original  resolution. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  memorial  from  the  members  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  founded  thereon,  were  read 
the  second  time,  and  an  amendment  was  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the  said 
resolution,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence,  by 
Mr.  Polk. 

Mr.  Derrickson,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
presented  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the  House  of  Assembly 
to  the  Council,  which,  by  order,  was  read,  and  follows  in  these 
words,  viz : 

**  Gentlemen: 

**  The  House  of  Assembly  have  taken  your  message,  just  now 
**  delivered,  into  consideration.  The  desire  they  have  to  com- 
*'plete  the  public  business  which  at  this  time  appears  immedi- 
**ately  necessarv  to  be  concluded,  has  induced  them  to  postpone 
**  their  intended  adjournment  until  to-morrow  evening,  but  can- 
**not  agree  to  sit  longer ;  and  therefore  desire  that  all  possible 
"dispatch  may  be  given  to  the  business  most  urgent." 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  making  provision  for  the  relief  of  wounded  officers 
and  soldiers,  &c.,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  passed  the 
Council. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  their  concurrence,  and  return  the  bill  proposed  by 
that  House  rejected  by  the  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  keeping  in  good  repair 
the  bridge  and  causey  over  the  Broadkiln,  in  Sussex  County, 
was  read  the  second  time  and  deferred  for  consideration  till  to- 
morrow morning. 

Adjourned  till  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  February  3d,  1779. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Polk  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers  given 
in  charge  to  him,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  President's  message  to  the  General  Assembly,  of  the  first 
instant,  and  its  inclosures,  were  severally  read,  and  the  said  mes- 
sage is  as  follows,  viz  : 

'  *  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

'  *  I  have  just  received,  by  express,  fi*om  his  Excellency,  the 
**  President  of  Congress,  a  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  inclosed  with 
*  *  divers  acts  of  that  honorable  body  on  the  subject  of  Finance, 
**  which  I  have  ordered  the  Secretary  to  lay  before  your  Honors 
'*for  your  perusal. 

•*CiESAR  RODNEY. 

**  Dover,  February  ist,  1779." 
On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  and  allowances  to  the  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court  was  read  the  third  time  and  will  pass. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  agreed  to  by  the  Council. 

The  Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  supplemen- 
tary bill  to  the  act  for  keeping  in  good  repair  the  bridge  and 
causey  over  the  Broadkiln,  m  Sussex  County,  and  some  amend- 
ments, by  way  of  addition  to  the  same,  were  proposed,  agreed 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  therewith  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  for  their  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Patterson. 

Mr.  Baning  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  salaries  and  allowances  to  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
according  to  order. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  for  raising  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  thousand  dollars,  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  by  a  general  tax,  and  the  bill, 
by  way  of  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  *  *  An  act  to  enable  the 
owners  and  possessors  of  the  meadow,  marsh  and  cripple  on  the 
south  side  of  Christiana  Creek,  called  Fern  Hook  Marsh,  and 
of  the  marsh  and  meadow  on  the  south  side  of  the  same  creek, 
called  Bosman's  Creek  Marsh,  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  to 
keep  the  banks  and  sluices  in  repair,  and  to  raise  a  fund  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  thereof,**  being  severally  read  and  compared, 
be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  and  returned,  by  Mr. 
Patterson,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  together  with  the  resolu- 
tion of  that  House  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  said  bills, 
concurred  in  by  Council. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  the  memorial  from  the  members  of  the  Privy 
Council  and  the  resolution  founded  thereon,  with  the  amendments 
proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolution 
of  Council  empowering  the  President  to  draw  orders  on  the  State 
Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the  sixty  thousand  dollars  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  raised  and  to  be  raised  for  the 
years  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight  and  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  into  the  Continental 
Treasury,  with  an  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  the  House  of 

50 


394  jfrsxTEs  of  the  cocxcil  of 

Aaaembly,  and  the  resofadon  of  that  House  disagreed  to  by  die 
CounoL 

The  9&une  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  Public  Ac- 
counts and  vouchers,  the  report  of  the  committee  thereoa,  and 
the  G>uncil's  amendments  thereto,  in  part  agreed  to  by  the 
Hovse  of  Assembly. 

Ad|oamed  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Owindl  met 

Mr.  Patterson  now  reported  the  ddivery  of  the  several  papers 
committed  to  him  according  to  order. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee for  Public  Accounts  and  such  of  their  amendments  thereto  as 
were  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and,  on  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  appoint  a  committee  to  confer  with 
a  committee  of  the  House  of  A^mbly  on  the  subject  matter  of 
the  said  amendments,  and  Messrs.  Patterson  and  Qowes  are 
named  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  their  amendment  pro- 
posed to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowering 
the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  for  divers  sums  of 
money  in  favor  of  the  members  of  the  Prixy  Council,  &c.,  re- 
turned as  rejected  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  adhered  to 
the  same,  and,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  appoint  Messrs.  Patterson  and 
Qowes  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  amendments,  dis- 
agreed to  bv  the  House  of  Assembly  and  adhered  to  by  the 
Council,  ana  thereupon  the  following  message  was  drawn  up  at 
the  table,  and  read  and  agreed  to,  viz  : 
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G^ftilctH€ii : 

The  Council  having  taken  into  their  consideration  those  parts 
of  the  report  of  the  General  Committee  of  Accounts  to  which  they 
had  proposed  certain  amendments,  and  since  disagreed  to  by  your 
honorable  House,  to  wit :  the  allowance  of  sixty-one  pounds  five 
shillings  to  John  Casson,  for  rations,  and  the  allowance  of  forty 
shillings  per  day,  instead  of  thirty  shillings,  to  John  Bullen,  as 
Commissary  of  the  Whig  Battalion  of  Kent  County,  do  still  ad- 
here to  their  proposed  amendments  in  these  two  cases,  and  unless 
some  reasons,  not  yet  made  known  to  them,  shall  be  offered  to 
induce  a  change  of  opinion,  must  continue  to  do  so. 

The  Council  have  also  reconsidered  their  amendment  proposed 
to  your  resolution  of  the  26th  ultimo,  empowering  the  Speakers 
of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  for  divers  sums  of  money  in  favor  of 
the  members  of  the  Privy  Council,  &c.,  and  do  also  adhere  to 
the  same  ;  but,  being  willing  to  inform  and  be  informed  of  every 
thing  relative  to  the  subjects  of  these  amendments,  do  propose  a 
conference  by  committees,  to  be  appointed  from  each  House, 
and,  in  confidence  of  your  approbation  of  this  mode,  have  named 
Messrs.  Patterson  and  Clowes  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  meet 
such  gentlemen  as  may  be  appointed  by  you  forthwith. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Council, 
Dover,  February  3,  1779. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

The  Council  took  into  their  consideration  their  resolution  em- 
powering the  President  to  draw  for  the  sixty  thousand  dollars 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  raised  and  to  be 
raised  in  this  State  in  the  years  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  and  seventeen  hunared  and  seventy-nine,  and  to  be  paid 
into  the  Continental  Treasury,  and  the  amendments  proposed 
thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  to  insert  the  words  [Speakers 
of  the  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  be  directed],  instead  of 
the  words  [President  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  State  be 
authorized  and  appointed],  and  the  amendment  being  agreed  to 
and  made,  the  resolution  was  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  by  Mr.  Clowes,  for  concurrence. 
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Mr,  Cook,  a  member  of  Aascmfalv,  was  admittEd  and  delivered 
to  die  Chair  die  bill  endded  'A  anppJement  to  an  act  endded 
'An  act  Ibr  keeping-  in  i^ood  repao:  the  can9e7  and  bndge  aver 
die  Broadkiln  dreek,  in  Sussex  Coim^.  and  tor  regoiadng^  die 
toQ  6>r  paasing-  die  same;'  **  and  also  die  bill  tx>  increase  the 
salaries  and  aSowances  of  the  Jnsdces  of  the  Sopreme  Courc 
severally  en^^ossed  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  (ji 
Aioembty,  tocpcxher  widi  a  mohitioa  £br  atfrnng  the  Great  Seal 
CO  the  said  bins. 

On  mr>txca,  by  order. 

The  foregoing  biHs  were  severally  read,  comparei  and  ordered 
to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  die  Council ;  vrhkh  was  done  ac- 
cordin^y. 

On  modon,  by  order, 

The  resoladon  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  said  bOIs  was 
read  and  coficurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  (oregoing  bills,  respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Cotincil,  ana  also  the  resolndon  for  affixing  die  Great  Seal  there- 
to, concurred  in  by  the  CoonciL 

Mr,  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent to  transmit  an  exemplified  copy  of  the  act  empowering  the 
Delegates  in  Congress  to  subscribe  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  in  favor  of  the  Gothier-General,  for  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  to  enable  him  to  pur- 
chase a  quantity  of  linen  for  the  Delaware  Regiment,  with  a  reso- 
lution of  that  House  obliging  him  to  give  security  for  the  faithful 
discharj^e  of  his  duty  in  office,  and  to  be  accountable  for  the  pub- 
lic monies  which  come  to  his  hands. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  directing  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses 
to  transmit  to  the  commissioners  under  the  act  for  raising  one 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand  dollars  notifications  of  their 
appointment,  and  the  following  message,  viz  : 
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^  ^Gentlemen  : 

**The  House  of  Assembly  have  taken  into  consideration  your 
**  message,  just  now  delivered,  respecting  the  appointment  of 
**  conferees  on  the  amendments  proposed  to  the  report  of  the 
'*  Committee  of  Accounts,  &c.,  ana  have  nominated  on  their 
'*part  Messrs.  Joshua  Clajrton,  West,  and  KoUock,  for  that  pur- 
**pose.  This  House  also  inform  the  Council  that  they  intend 
**  shortly  to  adjourn,  and  beg  the  Council  to  give  what  dispatch 
**  they  can  to  the  most  urgent  business  before  them.** 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  preceding  resolutions,  delivered  with  the  above  message, 
were  severally  read  and  concurred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Wednesday,  P.  M.,  February  3,  1779. 

''Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  be  and 
"  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  requested  to  transmit  to  the  Dele- 
'*^tes  of  this  State  in  Congress  an  exemplified  copy,  under  the 
*' Great  Seal,  of  the  act  of  Assembly  entided  **An  act  to  author- 
* '  ize  and  empower  the  Delegates  of  the  Delaware  State  to  sub- 
*' scribe  and  ratify  the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual 
**  Union  between  the  several  States.** 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
'*  Wednesday,  P.  M.,  February  3,  1779. 

**  Whereas  it  is  proper  that  every  person  who  holds  any  post 
'*or  place  of  profit  within  this  State  should  give  security  for  the 
''^tnful  performance  of  the  duties  thereof,  and  to  account  for 

*  *  the  public  monies  which  may  by  virtue  thereof  come  into  his 
"hands;  therefore 

''Resolved,  That  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  Clothier-General  of 

*  *  this  State,  be  required  to  give  bond,  in  the  name  of  the  Dela- 
**ware  State,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  in  the  sum 
**of  fifteen  thousand  pounds,  lawfiil  money  of  this  State,  on  or 
**  before  the  first  day  of  April  next,  conditioned  for  the  faithful 
'*  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  said  office,  and  to  render 
**a  just  and  true  account  to  the  General  Assembly  of  all  the 
**  monies  that  may  come  into  his  hands  by  virtue  of  said  office. 
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**Also  resolved.  That  Sanrad  Patbersoii.  Esquire,  be  and  he  is 
"  hereby  empowered  and  requested  to  take  the  said  boixi  axnl  lar 
"the  same  before  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  meetii^. ' 

'*  Extract  fixm  the  minmes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  akofAuembfyr 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
•'  Wedxikday,  p.  M.,  Februarj-  3,  1779. 

""  Whereas  it  is  necessary  to  provide  linen  for  the  £>elamare 
**  Regiment  for  the  present  year, 

*^ Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  Onrndl  and  House  %A 
"  Assembly  do  forthwith  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer 
"in  iavor  of  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  Qothier-General  for  this 
"State,  for  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  to 
"enable  him  to  purchase  a  quantity  of  linen  for  the  purpose 
"aforesaid,  and  tne  said  Qothier-General  to  be  accountable  tot 
"  the  said  sum  to  the  General  Assembly. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  Cr k  0/ Assembly:' 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Wednesday,  P.  M.,  February  3,  1779. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  House  of 
"  Assembly  transmit  to  William  McClay,  of  New  Castle  County, 
'  *  merchant ;  William  Manlove,  of  Kent  County,  merchant,  and 
"Colonel  Caleb  Cirwithin,  of  Sussex  County,  a  notice  of  their 
"appointment  in  the  act  for  raising  one  hundred  and  ninetv- 
"eight  thousand  dollars,  for  the  puipose  of  ascertaining  tne 
*  *  value  of  all  real  property  within  this  State. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,    Crko/Assembfyr 

Ordered,  That  the  preceding  resolutions,  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  Council  thereto  respectively,  be  returned,  by  Mr.  Qowes, 
to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  on 
the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  Perpetual  Union  between  the 
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States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Geor- 
gia, passed  previous  to  the  act  of  ratification,  be  transcribed  and 
certified  copies  of  the  same  sent  to  the  respective  Delegates  from 
this  State  in  Congress  forthwith. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
for  their  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Clowes. 

Mr.  Clowes,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  sev- 
eral papers  committed  to  him,  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  for  the  payment  of  cloth,  taken  and  seized  by 
Colonel  Charles  Pope  for  the  use  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  was 
read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

**  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Saturday,  P.  M.,  January  20th,  1779. 

**The  Committee  of  Accounts,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
**  accounts  of  divers  quantities  of  cloth  taken  from  several  fiilling 
*' mills  within  this  State  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Charles  Pope,  of 
**the  Delaware  Regiment,  for  the  clothing  of  the  said  regiment, 

*  *  now  reported  a  state  thereof,  amounting  to  eight  hundred  and 
'*  forty-five  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  four  pence  half  penny, 
"and  the  same  being  taken  into  consideration, 

''Resolved,  That  the  Clothier-General  for  this  State  be  and  he 
'*  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  the 
**  owners  or  managers  of  the  fulling  mills  respectively  fi'om  whom 
'  *  the  said  Charles  Pope  hath  taken  cloth  for  the  clothing  of  the 
* '  said  regiment  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  may  be  due  for 
"the  same,  upon  their  producing  accounts  therefor  duly  authen- 
**  ticated ;  and  that  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  be  and  they  are 
"  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State 

*  *  Treasurer  for  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in 
"favor  of  the  said  Clothier- General,  to  enable  him  to  carry  into 
"execution  this  resolution. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH.  Cr  k  of  Assembly  r 


400 


MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


Ordered^  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  same  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

The  committee  of  conferees  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  amend- 
ments proposed  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Ac- 
counts, now  delivered  their  report  at  the  table,  which,  by  order, 
was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mn  Lockwood,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  re- 
turned to  the  Chair  the  resolution  of  Council  for  furnishing  the 
Delegates  in  Congress  with  certified  copies  of  the  resolutions 
passed  previous  to  the  act  of  ratification^  concurred  in  by  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  certificate  of 
appointment  of  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  re- 
turned to  the  Chair  the  resolution  of  the  Council  empowering  the 
Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  orders  for  the  payment  of 
divers  sums  into  the  Continental  Treasury,  concurred  m  by  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  deli^^ered  to  the  Chair  the  resolution 
empowering  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  for  divers 
sums  of  money  in  favor  of  the  members  of  the  Pri\^'  Council, 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded 
to  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  made  therein  ;  whereupon  the 
the  said  resolution  was  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows^  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly. 
''Tuesday.  P,  M,,  January  26th,  1779. 

*  *  The  House  of  Assembly  having  resumed  the  consideration 
*'  of  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  the  remon- 
"  strance  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  this  State  and  the  memorial  of 
*Hhe  Privy  Council  were  referred,  which  relates  to  an  allowance 
"  to  each  of  the  members  of  the  said  Council, 

''Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  House  of 
'*  Assembly  be  empowered  and  directed  to  draw  on  the  Trustees 
**of  the  Loan  Offices  of  this  Stiite,  or  any  of  them,  for  the  sum 
**  of  one  hundred  pounds  in  favor  of  each  of  the  members  of  the 
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**  Privy  Council  of  this  State,  for  his  expenses  incurred  in  the 
**  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office  previous  to  the  passing  of 
**  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  entitled  *An  act  for  regulating 
**and  establishing  the  fees  of  divers  civil  officers  of  this  State, 
**and  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,'  on  the  26th  day  of 
**  June  last ;  and  that  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  be  also  em- 
**  powered  and  directed  to  draw,  in  like  manner,  for  the  sum  of 
'*  one  hundred  pounds  in  favor  of  James  Booth,  Secretary  of  this 
''State,  for  his  services  and  expenses  incurred  by  his  attendance 
"  on  the  duties  of  his  said  office  during  the  time  aforesaid. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

**JAS.  BOOTH,  CVkof  Assembly^ 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  Delegates  to  Congress 
was  read,  and  an  amendment  was  proposed,  agreed  to,  and  or- 
dered to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Patterson  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  certificate  and  transcribed  amendment,  for  their 
concurrence,  and  return  the  resolution  empowering  the  Speakers 
of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  for  divers  sums  of  money  in  favor  of 
the  members  of  the  Privy  Council,  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Patterson,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the 
above  papers  according  to  order. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  two  accounts  of  Caesar  Rodney,  Esq.,  with  their  vouchers, 
amoimting  to  five  thousand  two  hundrea  and  sixty -six  pounds 
nineteen  shillings  and  two  pence,  and  inform  them  that  the 
Council  have  examined  and  allowed  the  same,  and  that  he  de- 
liver the  following  verbal  message,  viz  : 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  beg  leave  to  remind  you  that  you  have  not  in- 
formed them  of  your  determination  upon  the  two  first  matters 
reported  upon  by  the  committee  of  conferees  relative  to  the  al- 
lowance for  rations  to  Captain  Casson  and  his  officers,  and  the 
allowance  to  John  Bullen  for  his  service  as  Commissary  to  the 
Whig  Battalion,  and  until  this  is  known  these  accounts  cannot  be 
closed. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  their  concurrence,  and  return  the  bill  proposed  by 
that  House  rejected  by  the  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  keeping  in  good  repair 
the  bridge  and  causey  over  the  Broadkiln,  in  Sussex  County, 
was  read  the  second  time  and  deferred  for  consideration  till  to- 
morrow morning. 

Adjourned  till  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  February  3d,  1779. 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Polk  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers  given 
in  charge  to  him,  agreeable  to  the  order  of* yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  President's  message  to  the  General  Assembly,  of  the  first 
instant,  and  its  inclosures,  were  severally  read,  and  the  said  mes- 
sage is  as  follows,  viz  : 

*  *  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly : 

**I  have  just  received,  by  express,  fi-om  his  Excellency,  the 
**  President  of  Congress,  a  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  inclosed  with 
**  divers  acts  of  that  honorable  body  on  the  subject  of  Finance, 
**  which  I  have  ordered  the  Secretary  to  lay  before  your  Honors 
**for  your  perusal. 

•'CiESAR  RODNEY. 

**  Dover,  February  ist,  1779.'* 
On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  and  allowances  to  the  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court  was  read  the  third  time  and  will  pass. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  agreed  to  by  the  Council. 

The  Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  supplemen- 
tary bill  to  the  act  for  keeping  in  good  repair  the  bridge  and 
causey  over  the  Broadkiln,  m  Sussex  County,  and  some  amend- 
ments, by  way  of  addition  to  the  same,  were  proposed,  agreed 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  therewith  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  for  their  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Patterson. 

Mr.  Baning  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  salaries  and  allowances  to  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
according  to  order. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  for  raising  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  thousand  dollars,  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  by  a  general  tax,  and  the  bill, 
by  way  of  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  **An  act  to  enable  the 
owners  and  possessors  of  the  meadow,  marsh  and  cripple  on  the 
south  side  of  Christiana  Creek,  called  Fern  Hook  Marsh,  and 
of  the  marsh  and  meadow  on  the  south  side  of  the  same  creek, 
called  Bosman's  Creek  Marsh,  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  to 
keep  the  banks  and  sluices  in  repair,  and  to  raise  a  fund  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  thereof,'*  being  severally  read  and  compared, 
be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  and  returned,  by  Mr. 
Patterson,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  together  with  the  resolu- 
tion of  that  House  for  affixing  the  oreat  Seal  to  the  said  bills, 
concurred  in  by  Council. 

Mr.  Craghead,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  the  memorial  from  tne  members  of  the  Privy 
Council  and  the  resolution  founded  thereon,  with  the  amendments 
proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolution 
of  Council  empowering  the  President  to  draw  orders  on  the  State 
Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the  sixty  thousand  dollars  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  raised  and  to  be  raised  for  the 
years  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight  and  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  into  the  Continental 
Treasury,  with  an  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  the  House  of 
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Assembly,  and  tlie  resolution  of  that  House  disagreed  to  by  the 
Council. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  Public  Ac- 
counts and  vouchers,  the  report  of  the  committee  thereon,  and 
the  Council* s  amendments  thereto,  in  part  agreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M* 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Patterson  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
committed  to  him  according  to  order. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  Commit* 
tee  for  Public  Accounts  and  such  of  their  amendments  tliereto  as 
were  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and»  on  motion, 

Resolved^  That  the  Council  appoint  a  committee  to  confer  with 
a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of 
the  said  amendments,  and  Messrs,  Patterson  and  Clowes  are 
named  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  their  amendment  pro- 
posed to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowering 
the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  for  divers  sums  of 
money  in  favor  of  the  members  of  the  Privy  Council,  &c.,  re- 
turned as  rejected  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  adhered  to 
the  same,  and,  on  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  appoint  Messrs.  Patterson  and 
Clowes  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  amendments,  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  adhered  to  by  the 
Council,  and  thereupon  the  following  message  was  drawn  up  at 
the  table,  and  read  and  agreed  to,  viz  : 
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The  Council  having  taken  into  their  consideration  those  parts 
of  the  report  of  the  General  Committee  of  Accounts  to  which  they 
had  proposed  certain  amendments,  and  since  disagreed  to  by  your 
honorable  House,  to  wit :  the  allowance  of  sixty-one  pounas  five 
shillings  to  John  Casson,  for  rations,  and  the  allowance  of  forty 
shillings  per  day,  instead  of  thirty  shillings,  to  John  Bullen,  as 
Commissary  of  the  Whig  Battalion  of  Kent  County,  do  still  ad- 
here to  their  proposed  amendments  in  these  two  cases,  and  unless 
some  reasons,  not  yet  made  known  to  them,  shall  be  offered  to 
induce  a  change  of  opinion,  must  continue  to  do  so. 

The  Council  have  also  reconsidered  their  amendment  proposed 
to  your  resolution  of  the  26th  ultimo,  empowering  the  Speakers 
of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  for  divers  sums  of  money  in  favor  of 
the  members  of  the  Privj  Council,  &c. ,  and  do  also  adhere  to 
the  same  ;  but,  being  wilhng  to  inform  and  be  informed  of  every 
thing  relative  to  the  subjects  of  these  amendments,  do  propose  a 
conference  by  committees,  to  be  appointed  from  each  House, 
and,  in  confidence  of  your  approbation  of  this  mode,  have  named 
Messrs.  Patterson  ana  Clowes  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  meet 
such  gentlemen  as  may  be  appointed  by  you  forthwith. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  CounciL 
Dover,  February  3,  1779. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

The  Council  took  into  their  consideration  their  resolution  em- 
powering the  President  to  draw  for  the  sixty  thousand  dollars 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  raised  and  to  be 
raised  in  this  State  in  the  years  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  and  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  to  be  paid 
into  the  Continental  Treasury,  and  the  amendments  proposed 
thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  to  insert  the  words  [Speakers 
of  the  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  be  directed],  instead  of 
the  words  [President  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  State  be 
authorized  and  appointed],  and  the  amendment  being  agreed  to 
and  made,  the  resolution  was  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  by  Mr.  Clowes,  for  concurrence. 
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No.    3.  To  Wnfiam  Polk,  Esq.,  cfitto 2  10  o 

4.  To  John  Clowes,  Esq.,  cfrtto, 300 

5.  To  Peter  Hyatt,  Esq.,  ditto r  10  o 

6.  To  WHIam  CoaweH,  Esq. ,  (fitto 3    o»  o 

7.  To  George  Read,  Esq.,  ^sXXOy 906 

8.  To  BenjsmiTn  Vming,  as  Clerk  c^  Coonrfl.  .  20  10  o 

9.  To  Thotnas  North,  barber,  his  accomit  .  .  ^7  5  o 
10.  To  John  Ballen,  his  account  for  forage,  .  .  9120 
rr  To  sundries  from  Mr.  BatteH 3  '7  6 

Tocal,* jf  516    o  9 


Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  draw  orders  on  the  Trustees  of 
the  Loon  Offices  of  Kent  and  Snsscx  Cotmties,  in  equal  pro- 
portions, for  the  sakl  som  of  five  htmdred  and  sixteen  poonds 
and  nine  pence,  in  £ivor  of  Mr.  Frendi  BattdL 

Whereopon  the  said  orders  were  drawn,  and  the  Coondl  ad- 
journed tifl  the  17th  day  of  May  next,  to  meet  at  the^own  of 
Dover. 

*  Thin  total  b  /'19  more  than  the  items  show,  bat  so  it  b  recorded. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  May  28th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  also  Mr.  Read. 

Mr.  Stout,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  presented 
to  the  Chair  a  message  from  his  Excellency,  the  President,  to  the 
General  Assembly,  mclosing  a  memorial  addressed  to  him  by 
Capt.  William  Murray,  of  the  Island  of  Bermuda,  praying  leave 
to  exchange  salt  for  com. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  a  draught  of  twelve  thousand  dollars 
in  favor  of  the  Clothier-General,  with  a  resolution  of  that  House 
for  the  sale  of  divers  articles  of  clothing  by  the  said  Clothier- 
General. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  President's  message  and  Capt.  Murray's  memorial,  ac- 
companying the  same,  were  severally  read,  and  the  said  message 
is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

'  *  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

'  *  Since  my  message  of  the  24th  instant,  I  have  received,  and 
'*  now  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you,  a  letter  from  the  President  of 

*  *  Congress,  with  an  act  of  that  honorable  body  calling  on  the 
"States  for  forty-five  millions  of  dollars. 

"The Secretary  will  lay  before  your  Honors,  for  consideration, 
"the  application  of  Captain  William  Murray,  of  the  Island  of 

*  *  Bermuda,  for  leave  to  exchange  salt  for  corn,  and  I  am  to  in- 
* '  form  you  that  Mr.  Murray  wishes  to  be  called  before  the  House 
' '  and  examined  touching  his  application. 

"Dover,  May  28di,  1779.  CiESAR  RODNEY." 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  a  draught  of 
twelve  thousand  dollars  in  favor  of  the  Clothier-General,  was  read 
the  first  time. 
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ADJOURNED  SESSION,  MAY,   1779. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  by  adjournment,  on  Monday,  the  17th  day  of 
May,  Anno  Domini  1779,  a  sufficient  number  of  the  members 
to  compose  a  House  not  attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from 
day  to  day  until  Monday,  the  24th  day  of  this  instant. 


Monday,  May  24th,  1779. 
The  following  members  attended  in  the  Council,  viz  : 
Far  New  Castle  County — Peter  Hyatt. 

For  Kent  County — The  Honorable  Thomas  Collins,  Richard 
Bassett,  John  Baning. 

For  Sussex   County — William  ConweU,  William   Polk,   John 
Clowes. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  wait  on  his 
Excellency,  the  President,  and  inform  him  that  a  sufficient  num- 
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ber  of  the  members  of  the  Council  have  met  to  form  a  House,  and 
are  ready  to  receive  any  business  which  he  may  have  to  lay  be- 
fore them. 

The  gentlemen  chosen  :  Mr*  Bassett  and  Mn  Conwell 

The  committee,  being  returned,  reported  that  they  had  waited 
on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  with  the  above  message,  ac- 
cording to  order,  when  he  was  pleased,  in  answer,  to  say  that 
he  had  laid  all  the  business  which  he  had  before  the  General  As- 
sembly, by  message,  which  was  delivered  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Assembly, 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  rooming,  lo  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  May  25th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mn  Cook,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the  President  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, inclosing  a  letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  of  the  7th 
April,  and  two  acts  of  Congress,  the  one.  of  the  23d  March,  for 
regulating  the  Clothing  Department,  the  other,  of  the  5th  April, 
pro\'iding  for  the  pay  of  the  officers  employed  in  it ;  also  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Pomeroy,  Commissioner  for  settling  all  accounts  of 
arrearages  for  clothing  for  the  year  1777,  requesting  a  return  of 
the  expenditures  of  this  State,  and  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  2d 
March  to  that  eifect. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  letter  from  the  President 
of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  inclosing  an  act  of  the  General 
Court  of  that  State  to  prevent  the  return  into  that  State  of  certain 
persons  therein  mentioned,  &c. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  copy  of  the 
President's  Proclamation  for  suspending  part  of  the  act  *'to 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions  Jrom  this  State  beyond  the 
seas  for  a  limited  time, ' '  so  far  as  the  same  rebtes  to  the  Massa- 
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chusetts  Bay  ;  with  a  letter  from  the  President  of  Congress,  in- 
closing^ an  act  of  that  body  for  affording  relief  to  the  distressed 
inhabitants  of  the  Island  of  Bermuda,  and  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  Indian  Com 
to  the  Island  of  Bermuda. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  message,  and  its  inci- 
sures, were  severally  read,  and  the  said  message  follows  in  these 
words,  viz : 

*  *  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

**  Since  your  last  sitting  I  received  a  letter  from  the  honora- 

*  ble  the  President  of  Congress,  with  an  act  of  that  honorable 

*  body,  dated  the  ninth  dav  of  March  last,  recommending  it  to 
*the  several  States  to  make  up  and  complete  their  respective 

*  battalions  to  their  full  complement,  by  drafts,  or  in  any  other 

*  manner  they  shall  think  proper,  and  to  have  their  quotas  of 
;  deficiencies  ready  to  take  the  field  and  to  march  to  such  place 

*  as  the  Commanaer-in-Chief  shall  direct  without  delay,  &c.    As 

*  there  is  not  a  power  vested  in  any  but  the  General  Assembly 

*  to  comply  with  the  act  on  the  part  of  this  State,  and  as  this  is 

*  the  first  opportunity  I  have  had,  I  must  now,  tho'  late  in  the 

*  year,  beg  leave  to  lay  the  letter  and  act,  with  a  return  of  the 

*  regiment,  before  your  Honors  for  consideration. 

**The  Secretary  will  lay  before  your  Honors,  with  the  Presi- 
'  dent's  letter,  two  acts  of  Congress,  one  of  the  twenty-third  of 

*  March,  for  regulating  the  Clothing  Department,  the  other,  of 

*  the  fifth  of  April,  providing  for  the  pay  of  the  officers  employed 

*  in  it.     He  wul  also  lay  before  you  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pomeroy, 

*  the  Commissioner  appointed  to  settle  and  pay  all  accounts  of 

*  arrearages  for  clothing  due  to  the  troops  of  these  States  for  the 

*  year  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy -seven,  requesting  a  return 

*  of  the  expenditures  of  this  State,  and  also  an  act  of  Congress, 

*  dated  the  second  of  March,  to  that  effect. 

**  By  the  Secretary  I  have  sent  you  a  letter  from  his  Excellen- 

*  cy,  the  President  of  the  State  of*^  New  Hampshire,  inclosing  an 

*  act  of  the  General  Court  of  that  State  *  to  prevent  the  return- 

*  ing  into  the  State  certain  persons  therein  named,  and  others 

*  who  have  left  or  shall  leave  that  State,  or  either  of  the  United 
'  States  of  America,  and  have  joined  or  shall  join  the  enemies 

*  thereof 
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'*  Permit  me  to  inform  your  Honore  that,  in  virtue  of  a  recom- 

*  *  mendation  of  Congress*  I  have,  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy 
**  Council,  suspended,  by  proclamation  under  the  Great  Seal,  a 
' '  part  of  the  act  *  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions  from 
*'this  State  beyond  the  seas  for  a  hmited  time/  so  far  as  the 
**same  relates  to  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  now  send 
"you,  with  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  above  mentioned,  a 
*' recommendation  of  Cong-ress  for  affording  relief  to  the  dis- 
'*  tressed  inhabitants  of  Bermuda. 

*  *  Gentlemen — ^I  have  just  received,  and  beg  leave  to  lay  before 
**you  for  consideration*  a  letter  from  the  Honorable  John  Dick- 
*'inson,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Delegates  in  Congress  on  the  part 
* '  of  this  State,  by  which  you  will  find  Congress  have  called  upon 
*'  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  the  sum  required  by  a  resolu- 
'  *  tion  of  the  second  of  January  last,  for  their  respective  quotas 

*  *  of  five  miOions  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  into  the  Continental  Trea- 
'  *  sury  before  the  first  day  of  January  next ;  that  the  quotas  are 
"  to  be  in  the  same  proportion  with  those  of  the  fifteen  million, 
'*and  that  the  quoti  of  this  State  will  be  four  hundred  and  fifty 

*  *  thousand  dollars. 

**  You  will  receive  herewith  a  remonstrance^  signed  by  a  num- 

*  *  ber  of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  addressed  to  the 
"  House,  and  just  put  into  my  hands  to  lay  before  you. 


"Dover,  May  24th,  1779. 
On  motion,  by  order, 


CiESAR  RODNEY/* 


The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  prohibiting  the  ex- 
portation of  Indian  corn  to  the  Island  of  Bermuda  was  read  the 
first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  R  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  resolution  prohibiting  the  exporta- 
tion of  Indian  com  to  the  Island  of  Bermuda  was  read  the  second 
time  and  rejected  ;  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Council  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly on  the  subject  matter  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  for 
affordmg  relief  to  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  Bermuda,  and  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  founded  thereon. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  Clowes  and  Mr.  Bassett. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  foregoing  resolution  of  Congress,  and  the  resolution  of  the 
Assembfy  founded  thereon,  and  deliver  the  following  verbal  mes- 
sage from  the  Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  viz  : 

Gentlemen: 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  your  resolution  of  yester- 
terday  respecting  the  exportation  of  Indian  com  from  this  State 
to  the  Island  of  Bermuda,  for  the  relief  of  the  distressed  inhab- 
itants there,  and  beg  leave  to  inform  your  honorable  House  that, 
as  at  present  advised,  they  cannot  concur  with  you,  and  therefore 
propose  that  a  committee  of  both  Houses  be  appointed  to  confer 
on  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  resolution,  if  agreeable  to  your 
honorable  House,  and  do  according^ly  appoint,  on  the  part  of 
this  House,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  Messrs.  John  Clowes  and 
Richard  Bassett,  who  will  attend  your  committee  when  and  where 
they  shall  appoint. 

Mr.  Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the 
above  papers  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  answer  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 
above  verbal  message  of  the  Council,  which  was  read,  and  is  in 
these  words,  viz : 
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''Resolved,  That  Captain  Allen  McLane,  his  officers,  and  the 
**  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  his  company,  be 
**  annexed  to  the  battalion  or  regiment  of  this  State,  aereeable 
**to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  i6th  of  December  last, 
**and  the  direction  of  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief 

*  *  of  the  Army,  and  that  they  be  allowed  the  same  pay,  emolu- 
**  ments  and  advantages  with  the  other  officers  and  men  belong- 
**  ing  to  the  same  regiment,  and  be  in  all  respects  considered  as 

*  *  part  of  the  same  corps. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

*'JAS.  BOOTH,  CVkofAssembfyr 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  return  the  said  resolution  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  together  with 
the  foregoing  act  of  Congress,  General  Washington's  order,  and 
Captain  McLane's  memorial. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  June  2d,  1779. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Clowes  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
committed  to  him,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Coimcil  met. 

Doctor  Clavton,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  tne  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  better  pro- 
portioning the  punishment  to  the  crime  of  slave  and  horse  steal- 
mg  and  conjuration,  and  for  other  purposes." 
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'  On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 
On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  filling  up  the 
Delaware  Regiment  were  read  a  second  time,  and  sundry  amend- 
ments were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Orderedy  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the  said 
resolutions,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration 
and  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Polk. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  the  recovery  of  sundry  sums  of  money  from  the 
executrix  of  Jacob  KoUock,  deceased,  &c.,  was  read  the  first 
time. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  were  read  the 
second  time  and  deferred  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  June  3d,  1779. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  KoUock,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  for  filling  up  the  Delaware 
Regiment,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council 
acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  made  therein. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  bill  for  the  better  securing 
elections  within  this  State. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  bill  to  increase  the  fines  and 
penalties  on  the  civil  and  military  officers  and  the  privates  of  the 
Militia  for  refusal  or  neglect  of  duty,  and  to  augment  the  fees  of 
several  officers  and  other  persons,  and  also  the  following  order 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  their  adjournment,  viz : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
*' Thursday,  A.  M.,  June  3d,  1779. 
"On  motion, 

* '  Ordered^  That  Mr.  Kollock  wait  on  the  Council  and  inform 
**them  that  this  House  intend  to  adjourn  on  Saturday  next  to 
**  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  following. 

**  Extract  fi'om  the  minutes. 

**JAS.  BOOTH,  Cr  k  of  Assembly:' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  for  filling  up  the  Delaware  Regiment,  as 
amended  and  agreed  to,  were  read  and  concurred  in,  and  are  as 
follows,  viz : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Wednesday,  June  3d,  1779. 

**  Whereas  by  a  return  of  the  present  state  of  the  Delaware 
**  Regiment,  the  same  appears  to  be  deficient  in  numbers;  in 
**  oroer,  therefore,  to  fill  up  the  said  regiment 

*' Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  apply  to  Gen- 
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By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  con- 
curred m,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Thursday,  P.  M.,  May  27th,  1779. 
**On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  House  be  empowered 
"and  directed  to  draw  upon  William  McClay,  Commissioner  for 
**the  sale  of  Forfeited  Estates  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  for 
**the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars  in  favor  of  George  Crag- 
**head,  Esq.,  Clothier-General  of  this  State,  to  enable  him  to 
*  *  furnish  each  officer  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  with  the  clothes 
**  allowed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  the  said  officers  for  the 
**  present  year. 

'*  Extract  fi-om  the  minutes. 

'*JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly:' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  sale  of  divers 
articles  of  clothing  by  the  Clothier-General,  was  read  the  first 
time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and  some 
amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  resolution  for  a  draught  of  twelve  thousand  dollars  in  favor 
of  the  Clothier-General,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council 
thereto,  and  also  the  resolution  for  the  sale  of  divers  articles  of 
clothing  by  the  Clothier-General,  with  a  paper  of  amendments 
proposed  thereto  by  the  Council. 
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Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  same 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  an  act  of  Congress  recommending  to  the  several 
States  to  complete  their  respective  battalions  to  tneir  full  comple- 
ment, with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  filling  up 
the  Delaware  Regiment,  and  the  return  of  said  regiment,  a  re- 
monstrance from  the  officers  of  the  same  regiment,  and  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
officers  thereof 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  foregoing  resolutions,  return  and  remonstrance  were  sev- 
erally read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
respecting  the  clothing  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and  also 
the  resolution  for  the  sale  of  divers  articles  of  clothing  by  the 
Clothier-General,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the 
Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  foregoing  resolution  respecting  the  clothing  of  the  Dela- 
ware Regiment  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

'*  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Friday,  P.  M.,  May  28th,  1779. 

**  Whereas  George  Craehead,  Esq.,  Clothier-General,  hath 

*  *  informed  the  House  that  there  are  divers  Quantities  of  woollen 
'*  cloth,  &c.,  belonging  to  this  State,  in  the  hands  of  Lieutenant 
* '  Colonel  Charles  Pope,  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and  others, 

''Ordered  therefore,  That  the  said  Clothier-General  receive 
**  of  Colonel  Pope  all  the  cloths,  blankets,  and  other  articles 
**of  clothing  in  nis  hands  belonging  to  this  State,  and  also  that 
**  he  receive  of  all  other  persons  such  clothing  or  articles  thereof 
**as  they  may  have  in  possession  belonging  to  the  State,  and 

*  *  apply  the  same  towards  clothing  the  Delaware  Regiment,  first 
*' returning  an  exact  account  of  each  article  so  obtained,  and 
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**  from  whom,  to  the  President  of  the  State,  to  be  laid  before  the 
* '  General  Asserabiy  at  their  next  sitting, 

' '  Extract  from  the  minutes. 


**JAS.  BOOTH,    Cr  k  of  Assembly:' 

.ead  return  the  foregoing 
incurred  in  by  the  Counci 

Adjourned  tilJ  to-morrow  morning,  8  o'clock* 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Read  return  the  foregoing  resolution  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  May  29th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  also  Mr.  Polk, 

On  motion. 

The  President's  message  of  the  28th  instant,  with  the  memonal 
of  William  Murray,  of  the  Island  of  Bermuda,  was  read  a  second 
time  and  taken  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  the  distress 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Island  of  Bermuda  ought  to  be  re- 
lieved by  a  speedy  supply  of  provisions  from  this  State,  and  that 
power  be  given  to  toe  President,  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy 
Council,  to  grant  his  license  for  the  same  to  such  persons  whose 
attachment  to  the  United  States  is  vouched  or  known,  and  that  a 
bill  be  prepared  and  brought  in  for  this  purpose. 

Whereupon  such  a  bill  is  bid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  same  be  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and  it  will 
pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

Ordered  also,  That  the  said  bill  engrossed  be  sent,  with  the 
President's  message  of  the  28th  instant,  and  Captain  Murray's 
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memorial,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration  and 
concurrence,  by  Mr.  Read. 

Mr.  Read,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several 
papers  conimitted  to  him,  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Island  of  Bermuda,  concurred  in  by  that  House  and  signed  by 
their  Speaker,  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for 
affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  same. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  now  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  Council,  and  that  the  same  pass  into  a  law. 

Ordered  also  that  the  Speaker  sign  the  resolution  for  affixing 
the  Great  Seal  to  the  said  bill,  and  that  the  same  be  delivered  to 
the  President. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  public  accounts  and  vouchers,  and  the 
report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Public  Accounts,  and  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  advance  of  three  hundred 
dollars  to  Captain  Learmouth. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  resolution  was  read  the  first 
time. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  May  31st,  1779. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members  as  on  Saturday, 
except  Messrs.  Clowes,  Polk  and  ConweU. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  respecting  an  advance  of  monies  to  Captain 
Learmouth  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  Whereas  by  Captain  Learmouth' s  enlistment  accounts  for 
**  the  last  campaign,  a  balance  appears  due  to  him,  but  the  same 
**  cannot  now  be  settled  for  want  of  the  vouchers  ;  therefore 

^' Resolved^  That  the  President  of  this  State  be  requested  to 
'*  advance  three  hundred  dollars  to  the  said  John  Learmouth  out 
**of  any  public  monies  in  his  hands,  for  which  the  said  Lear- 
**  mouth  is  to  be  accountable  to  the  General  Assembly. 

"Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly,  *  * 

Orderedy  That  Mr.  Hyatt  return  the  foregoing  resolution  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  concurred  in  by  the  Q)uncil. 

Mr.  Hyatt  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  June  ist,  1779. 

tthes 
I  Con\ 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  also  Messrs.  Clowes  and  Conw^ll. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  the  recovenr  of  sundry  sums  of 
money  from  the  executrix  of  Jacob  KoUock,  deceased,  with  the 
report  of  the  committee  for  settling  the  Loan  Office  accounts  in 
the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  memorial  from  Capt.  Allen 
McLane,  of  the  28th  April,  1779,  addressed  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  accompanied  with  an  act  of  Congress,  founded 
thereon,  enclosed  in  a  letter  from  the  President  o?  Congress  to 
the  President  of  this  State,  and  a  report  of  the  Joint  Committee 
of  Accounts  upon  the  same  memorial,  accounts  and  vouchers  of 
Capt.  Allen  McLane. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  foregoing  memorial  of  Capt.  Allen  McLane,  and  the  act 
of  Congress  indorsed  thereon,  and  the  report  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts  on  the  said  memonal  and  accounts,  were 
severally  read,  and  the  said  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Accounts  was  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

*'  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Tuesday,  A.  M.,  June  ist,  1779. 

**The  Committee  of  Accounts,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
"memorial  of  Captain  McLane,  &c.,  made  their  report,  which 
**was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  follows  in  these 
words,  viz : 

"The  Joint  Committee  of  Accounts,  to  whom  were  referred 
"the  memorial  of  Captain  McLane  and  the  resolution  of  Con- 
egress  thereon,  beg  leave  to  report  that  tihey  have  carefiilly  ex- 
* '  amined  his  accounts  and  all  the  circumstances  attending  tliem, 
"and  find  that  Capt.  McLane  has  received  the  same  allowance, 
"at  settlement  of  his  accounts  with  the  auditors,  that  the  officers 
"of  the  Delaware  Regiment  have,  but  that  Capt.  McLane,  from 
"his  particular  situation,  not  being  under  the  direction  of  any 
"State,  and  not  having  similar  orders  for  recruiting  with  the 
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* '  officers  belonging  to  particular  States,  he  was  obliged  to  pur- 
* '  sue  those  of  his  colonel,  whereby  he  incurred  an  extraordinary 
**  expense,  amounting  to  three  hundred  and  nine  pounds  four- 
"teen  shillings  and  four  pence,  which  your  committee  think 
**  should  be  allowed  him.  and  be  charged  by  this  State  to  the 
**  Continent,  agreeable  to  the  aforesaid  resolution  of  Congress, 
*'  indorsed  on  his  memorial. 

*'On  motion, 

** Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw^  on  the 
* '  State  Treasurer  for  the  aforesaid  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
'*  nine  pounds  fourteen  shillings  and  four  pence  \n  favor  of  Capt. 
"  Allen  McLane. 

* '  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

**JAS,   BOOTH,  Crkof  Assemhiyr 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto,  together  with 
Capt,  McLane's  memorial,  accounts  and  vouchers,  and  the  act 
of  Congress  indorsed  thereon,  and  the  President*  s  letter,  by  Mr. 
Clowes. 

Mn  Cook,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  an  act  of  Congress,  of  the  i6th  December  last,  for 
annexing  Captain  Allen  McLane's  company  to  the  Delaware 
Regiment,  and  a  copy  of  General  Washington's  order  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  to  annex  Capt, 
McLane's  company  to  the  said  regiment,  together  with  a  memo- 
rial from  Captain  McLane  to  the  General  Assembly,  praying 
leave  to  be  annexed  to  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  tliat  purpose,  founded  on  the  said 
memoriaL 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  papers  were  severally  read, 
and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  annexing  Capt, 
McLane's  company  to  the  Delaware  Regiment,  was  concurred 
in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Tuesday,  P.  M,,  June  i,  1779. 

*'A  memorial  from  Captain  Allen  McLane  was  presented  to 
* '  the  Chair,  and,  by  order,  read  the  first  time,  and  thereupon 
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'^Resolvedy  That  Captain  Allen  McLane,  his  officers,  and  the 
**  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  his  company,  be 
**  annexed  to  the  battalion  or  regiment  of  this  State,  agreeable 
**to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  i6th  of  December  last, 
**and  the  direction  of  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief 
*  *  of  the  Army,  and  that  they  be  allowed  the  same  pay,  emolu- 
**  ments  and  advantages  with  the  other  officers  and  men  belong- 
'  *  ing  to  the  same  regiment,  and  be  in  all  respects  considered  as 
**  part  of  the  same  corps. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

*'JAS.  BOOTH,  Crk  of  Assembly:' 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Clowes  return  the  said  resolution  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  together  with 
the  foregoing  act  of  Congress,  General  Washington's  order,  and 
Captain  McLane*s  memorial. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  June  2d,  1779. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Clowes  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
committed  to  him,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

Doctor  Clavton,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  better  pro- 
portioning the  punishment  to  the  crime  of  slave  and  horse  steal- 
mg  and  conjuration,  and  for  other  purposes." 

54 


426  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 

•  On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 
On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  filling  up  the 
Delaware  Regiment  were  read  a  second  time,  and  sundry  amend- 
ments were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the  said 
resolutions,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration 
and  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Polk. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  the  recovery  of  sundry  sums  of  money  fi-om  the 
executrix  of  Jacob  KoUock,  deceased,  &c.,  was  read  the  first 
time. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  encoiuage- 
ment  of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  were  read  the 
second  time  and  deferred  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  June  3d,  1779. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Kollock,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  for  filling  up  the  Delaware 
Regiment,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council 
acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  made  therein. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  bill  for  the  better  securing 
elections  within  this  State. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  bill  to  increase  the  fines  and 
penalties  on  the  civil  and  military  officers  and  the  privates  of  the 
Militia  for  refiisal  or  neglect  of  duty,  and  to  augment  the  fees  of 
several  officers  and  other  persons,  and  also  the  following  order 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  their  adjournment,  viz  : 

''  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Thursday,  A.  M.,  June  3d,  1779. 
*'On  motion, 

''Orderedy  That  Mr.  Kollock  wait  on  the  Council  and  inform 
'*them  that  this  House  intend  to  adjourn  on  Saturday  next  to 
*  *  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  following. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

**JAS.  BOOTH,  Cr  k  of  Assembly:' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  for  filling  up  the  Delaware  Regiment,  as 
amended  and  agreed  to,  were  read  and  concurred  in,  and  are  as 
follows,  viz : 

*'  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Wednesday,  June  3d,  1779. 

'*  Whereas  by  a  return  of  the  present  state  of  the  Delaware 
** Regiment,  the  same  appears  to  be  deficient  in  numbers;  in 
* '  order,  therefore,  to  fill  up  the  said  regiment 

''Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  apply  to  Gen- 
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**eral  Washington,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment 
"aforesaid,  forthwith  to  order  three  or  more  officers  from  the 
**said  regiment  into  this  State  upon  the  recruiting  service. 

'^Resolved  also,  That  every  officer  be  allowed  one  hundred 
**  dollars  for  each  able-bodied  soldier  he  may  enlist  to  serve  dur- 
**  ing  the  war,  and  who  shall  pass  muster. 

**  That  an  additional  bounty  of  eighty  dollars,  over  and  above 
**  the  two  hundred  dollars  allowed  by  Congress,  be  given  to  every 
**  soldier  that  may  be  so  enlisted. 

"That  the  President  be  authorized  to  appoint  one  or  more  fit 
"persons  within  this  State  to  muster  such  recruits. 

"That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  be  empowered  to  draw 
"an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of  the  President  for 
"thirty-six  thousand  dollars,  and  that  the  President,  on  receipt 
"  of  the  same,  advance  thereout  from  time  to  time  to  the  officers 
"respectively  appointed  to  recruit  for  the  said  regiment  such 
"sum  or  sums  as  he  shall  judge  prudent  and  necessary  to  enable 
"  them  to  proceed  in  the  said  service. 

"That  the  said  officers  respectively,  before  they  depart  the 
*  *  State,  when  called  upon  by  the  President,  shall  account  with 
"  him  for  the  expenditure  of  all  monies  received  for  the  purpose 
"aforesaid. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  Crk  of  Assembly.'' 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  June  4th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  better  securing  elections  within  this  State  was 
read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  fines  and  penalties  on  civil  and  military 
officers,  and  the  privates  of  the  Militia,  for  refiisal  or  neglect  of 
duty,  &c.,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  speedjr  recovery 
of  public  debts,  the  same  was  granted  ;  whereupon  a  bill  for  that 
purpose  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  will 
pass. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  better  proportioning  the  punishment  to  the 
crime  of  slave  and  horse  stealing,  &c.,  was  read  the  second  time 
by  parajgfraphs,  and  some  amendments  were  proposed,  agreed  to 
and  orcfered  to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  last-mentioned  bill,  with  the  paper  of  amendments  proposed 
thereto  by  the  Council,  and  also  the  resolutions  for  filling  up  the 
Delaware  Regiment,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto, 
and  to  deliver  to  that  House  the  bill  for  the  speedy  recovery  of 
public  debts,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Conwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above  papers  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Mr.  Patterson  now  appeared  in  the  Council. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  the  encouragement  of  the  officers  of  the 
Delaware  Regiment,  and  several  amendments,  by  way  of  addi- 
tion to  the  same,  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  said  resolutions  and  trans- 
cribed amendments  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  recovery  of  sundry  sums  of  money  from  the 
executrix  of  Jacob  Kollock,  deceased,  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  sundry  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  return  the  said  bill,  with  the  trans- 
cribed amendments  thereto,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  con- 
currence, and  the  copy  of  the  state  of  the  public  accounts  in 
Sussex  County. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  the  introducing  economy  in  the  purchasing 
supplies  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
settie  the  State  Treasurer's  accounts. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock. 
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SATtrnDAY,  A.  M*,  June  5th,  1779. 
The  CouQcU  met     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  H^tt  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
given  to  him  in  charge^  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  better  securing  elections  within  this  State  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  same  was  read  a  thiixl  time  by  paragraphs,  and  sundry 
amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Baning  return  the  said  bill  to  the  House 
of  AsBCmbly,  with  the  paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by 
the  Coimcil,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr*  Baning.  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Dr.  Clayton*  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered 10  the  Qiair  a  bill  for  raising  an  additional  sum  of  four  hun* 
dred  and  ninety-five  thousand  dollars  by  a  general  tax. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  state  an  account  of  expenditures  by  this 
State  on  befialf  of  the  Continent,  with  the  report  of  the  Joint 
Committee  of  Accounts,  and  the  public  accounts  and  vouchers. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions 
(Sor  the  encouragement  of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment» 
with  llie  paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council, 
in  part  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  an  additional  sum  of  four  hundred  and 
ninety-five  thousand  dollars,  &c. ,  by  a  general  tax,  was  read  the 
fijit  time* 

On  motion,  by  order. 
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The  bill  to  increase  the  fines  and  penalties  on  civil  and  military 
officers,  &c.,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  return- 
ed to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  speedy  recovery  of  public  debts, 
with  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  the  introducing  economy  in  the  purchasing  supplies 
for  the  Army  of  the  United  States  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  State  Treasurer  was 
read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

••  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Friday,  A.  M.,  June  4th,  1779. 
**On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  settle 
**and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  State  Treasurer,  and  make 
**  report  thereof  to  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  sitting. 
*'The  members  appointed,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  were 
*' Joshua  Clayton  and  George  Latimer,  Esquires. 

'*  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

*'JAS.  BOOTH,  CV k  of  Assembly r 

And  thereupon  the  Council  appoint,  on  their  part,  John  Thomp- 
son, of  New  Castle  County,  Esquire,  to  join  tlie  said  committee 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  state  an  account  of 
expenditiu-es  by  this  State  on  behalf  of  the  Continent,  was  read 
the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Public  Accounts  was  read 
the  first  time. 
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The  Council  then  reconsidered  their  amendments  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
officers  of  the  Delaware  Reeiment*  which  was  disagreed  to  by 
that  House,  and  adhered  to  me  same. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  amendments  proposed 
by  tlie  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill  for  the  speedy  recovery*  of 
public  debts,  and  the  same  being  agreed  to  were  made  in  the  bill, 
and  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P,  M. 


EODEM  Die,  R  M. 


The  Council  met. 


Mr,  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  recovery  of  public  monies  from  the 
bte  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  in  Sussex  County,  and  others 
therein  named  ;  the  bill  for  the  better  proportioning  the  punish- 
ment to  the  crime  of  slave  and  horse  stealing  ana  conjuration, 
and  for  other  purposes  ;  also  the  supplement  to  an  act  entitled 
**Aji  act  of  free  pardon  and  oblivion**  ;  and  also  the  bill  for  the 
better  securing  elections  within  this  Slate,  (with  the  several 
amendments  proposed  10  tlie  same  bills)  respectively  signed 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  in  order  that  the 
said  bills  may  be  compared  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
CooQcU. 

The  name  meniber  also  delivered  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Ajliembly  fnr  affixing  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  foregoing 
bilb. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  resolutions  for  the  encouragement  of  the  officers  of  the  Dela- 

55 


430 


MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Conwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above  papers  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Mr.  Patterson  now  appeared  in  the  CounciL 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  the  encouragement  of  the  officers  of  the 
Delaware  Regiment,  and  several  amendments,  by  way  of  addi- 
tion to  the  same,  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Polk  return  the  said  resolutions  and  trans- 
cribed amendments  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  biU  for  the  recovery  of  sundry  sums  of  money  from  the 
executrix  of  Jacob  Kollock,  deceased,  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  sundry  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Hyatt  return  the  said  bill,  with  the  trans- 
cribed amendmeots  thereto,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  con- 
currenccj  and  the  copy  of  the  state  of  the  public  accounts  in 
Sussex  County. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  the  introducing  economy  in  the  purchasing 
supplies  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
settle  the  State  Treasurer's  accounts. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  June  5th,  1779. 
The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Hyatt  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
given  to  him  in  charge,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  better  securing  elections  within  this  State  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  same  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs,  and  sundry 
amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  the  said  bill  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  with  the  paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by 
the  Council,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Dr.  Clayton,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  raising  an  additional  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five  thousand  dollars  by  a  general  tax. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  state  an  account  of  expenditures  by  this 
State  on  behalf  of  the  Continent,  with  the  report  of  the  Joint 
Committee  of  Accounts,  and  the  public  accounts  and  vouchers. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions 
for  the  encoiu^gement  of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  R^ment, 
with  the  paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council, 
in  part  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  raising  an  additional  sum  of  four  hundred  and 
ninety-five  thousand  dollars,  &c.,  by  a  general  tax,  was  read  the 
first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order. 
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The  bill  to  increase  the  fines  and  penalties  on  civil  and  military 
officers,  &c. ,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mn  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly^  was  admitted  and  return- 
ed to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  speedy  recovery  of  public  debts, 
with  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  tne  House  of 
Assembly. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  the  introducing  economy  in  the  purchasing  supplies 
for  the  Army  of  the  United  States  was  read  the  tirst  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  State  Treasurer  was 
read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 


"On  motion, 


"In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"^  Friday,  A,  M.,  June  4th,  1779. 


''Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  settle 
"and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  State  Treasurer,  and  make 
"report  thereof  to  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  sitting, 
'  *  The  members  appointed,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  were 
"Joshua  Clayton  and  George  Latimer,  Esquires, 


Extract  from  the  minutes. 
^'JAS. 


BOOTH.  CVk  of  Assembly 


And  til  ere  up  on  the  Council  appoint,  on  their  part,  John  Thomp- 
son, of  New  Castle  County,  Esquire,  to  Join  tlie  said  committee 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  state  an  account  of 
expenditures  by  this  State  on  behalf  of  the  Continent,  was  read 
the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Public  Accounts  was  read 
the  first  time. 
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The  Council  then  reconsidered  their  amendments  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
officers  of  the  Delaware  Reeiment,  which  was  disagreed  to  by 
that  House,  and  adhered  to  uie  same. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  amendments  proposed 
by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill  for  the  speedy  recovery  of 
public  debts,  and  the  same  being  agreed  to  were  made  in  the  bill, 
and  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  recovery  of  public  monies  from  the 
late  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  in  Sussex  County,  and  others 
therein  named  ;  the  bill  for  the  better  proportioning  the  punish- 
ment to  the  crime  of  slave  and  horse  stealing  and  conjuration, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  also  the  supplement  to  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  of  free  pardon  and  oblivion"  ;  and  also  the  bill  for  the 
better  securing  elections  within  this  State,  (with  the  several 
amendments  proposed  to  the  same  bills)  respectively  signed 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  in  order  that  the 
said  bills  may  be  compared  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Council. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  foregoing 
bills. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  resolutions  for  the  encouragement  of  the  officers  of  the  Dela- 
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ware  Regiment,  and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the 
Council,  and  inform  them  that  the  Council  still  adhere  to  their 
amendment  partially  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Clowes  reported  the  deli\*ery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Cook,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
the  last -mentioned  resolutions,  with  the  amendments  proposed 
thereto  by  the  Council  generally  agreed  to  by  the  Assembly  and 
made  therein,  and  the  same,  as  amended,  were  read  and  con- 
curred in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Friday,  A.  M.,  May  28,  1779. 

**  Whereas  from  the  advanced  prices  of  the  necessaries  of 

'  life  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  in  the  service  of  the 

**  United  States  of  America,  cannot  furnish  themselves  with  the 

•same,  with  their  present  pay,  without  injury  to  their  private 

*  *  fortunes ;  in  order  therefore  to  relieve  the  officers  of  the  said 

**  regiment  from  the  difficulties  aforesaid  and  enable  them  to  con* 

*  tinue  in  the  service  of  their  countr>% 

""^ Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  here* 
'  after  mentioned,  be  allowed  monthly,  except  while  on  furlough, 

*  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  General  Assembly,  as  follows,  to 
*w^it:  Each  field  officer,  two  gallons  of  mm,  six  ounces  of  tea, 

*  two  pounds  of  coffee,  two  pounds  of  chocolate,  and  sLx  pounds 
*of  Muscovado  sugar  ;  eacn   captain,    five  quarts  of  rum,  five 

*  ounces  of  tea,  one  pound  and  an  half  of  coffee,   one  pound 

*  and  an  haJf  of  chocolate,  and  five  pounds  of  Muscovado  su- 
*gar;  each  subaltern,   four  quarts  of  rum,  four  ounces  of  tea, 

*  one  pound  of  coffee,  one  pound  of  chocolate,  and  four  pounds 

*  of  Muscovado  sugar ;  the  surgeon,  four  quarts  of  rum,  four 
'  ounces  of  tea,  one  pound  of  coffise,  one  pound  of  chocolate, 
'and  four  pounds  of  Muscovado  sugar;  and  the  surgeon's  mate^ 
'  three  quarts  of  rum,  three  ounces  of  tea,  one  pound  of  coffee, 
'  one  pound  of  chocolate,  and  three  pounds  of  Muscovado  sugar, 
'  That  the  Clothier-General  of  this  State  for  the  time  being  be 
'  empowered  to  purchase  such  and  so  many  of  the  articles  afore- 
Vsaid  as  may  be  sufficient  for  a  two  months'  supply  and  forward 
*them  to  camp  with  all  convenient  dispatch,  to  the  care  and 
'  custody  of  the  Paymaster  to  the  Delaware  Regiment  for  the 

*  time  being,  to  be  by  him  delivered  out  to  the  respective  officers 
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*  *  of  the  said  regiment  by  such  proportions  and  in  such  times  as 
'*  in  the  foregoing  resolution  is  directed. 

**That  the  President  be  empowered  and  directed  to  draw  his 
**  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  forthwith  to  pay  into  the  hands 
**of  the  said  Clothier- General  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds, 
**  to  enable  him  to  make  purchase  of  the  articles  aforesaid. 

'*  That  the  President  be  also  empowered  and  directed  to  draw 
*'  his  order,  from  time  to  time  thereafter,  on  the  State  Treasurer, 
**  to  pay  to  the  said  Clothier-General  such  sum  of  money  as  the 

*  *  President  shall  judge  necessary  and  sufficient  for  purchasing  a 

*  *  quarterly  supply  of  the  articles  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the 
**  regiment  as  aforesaid,  so  as  the  same  do  not  exceed  the  sum 
**of  one  thousand  and  four  hundred  pounds  in  each  quarter,  the 
"said  Clothier-General  returning  from  time  to  time  to  the  Presi- 

*  *  dent  a  particular  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  preceding 
* '  monies  paid  into  his  hands. 

**That  the  said  Clothier-General  obtain  from  the  Paymaster 
**his  quarterly  account  of  deliveries,  attested  by  the  command- 
*'ing  officer  of  the  regiment,  and  that  the  said  Clothier- General 
**  account  with  the  General  Assembly,  or  a  committee  thereof, 
**for  the  expenditure  of  all  monies  so  as  aforesaid  paid  into  his 

*  *  hands  once  in  every  six  months  at  the  least. 

**  That  the  Clothier-General  give  bond  to  the  State  Treasurer, 
**in  the  name  of  the  Delaware  State,  with  one  or  more  eood  and 
**  sufficient  sureties,  in  the  sum  of  live  thousand  pounds,  lawful 
**  money,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties 
"hereinbefore  required  of  him. 

**  That  in  consideration  of  the  services  rendered  by  the  officers 

*  *  of  the  said  regiment,  and  to  encourage  the  continuance  thereof, 
"the  half-pay  of  each  officer  of  the  said  regiment,  who  by  a 
"certain  resolution  of  Congress  shall  be  entitled  to  half- pay  for 
"the  term  of  seven  years,  to  commence  at  the  end  of  the  present 
"war,  be  continued  by  this  State  from  and  after  the  expiration  of 
"the  said  seven  years  for  and  during  the  life  of  every  such  officer. 

"That  every  officer  of  the  said  regiment  who  shall  be  entitled 
"to  the  continuance  of  the  half-pay,  agreeable  to  the  last  reso- 
"lution,  shall  be  subject  to  be  called  into  actual  service  at  such 
"times  as  the  Legislature,  or,   in  their  recess,  the  Executive 
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•*  power  of  the  State,  shall  deem  necessary;  and  upon  the  neg- 

*  *  lect  or  refusal  of  any  officer,  he  having  no  reasonable  excuse^ 

*  *  to  be  judged  of  by  the  General  Assembly,  the  half-pay  afore- 

*  •  said  of  every  such  officer  shall  be  discontinued  from  the  time 
' '  of  such  neglect  or  refusal 

" '  That  the  widow  of  every  officer  of  the  said  regiment  who 
*'  hath  died  in  the  service  aforesaid  since  the  commencement  of 
**the  present  war,  or  may  die  during  the  continuance  thereof, 
**  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive,  during  her  widowhood,  a 
'*  moiety  of  the  pay  which  such  officer  was  entitled  to  while  in 

*  *  the  service. 


*'  Extract  from  the  minutes, 
'*  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CVkofAssemhtyy 


On  motion,  hy  order, 

The  several  beforementioned  bills,  respectively  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  were  read  and  compared, 
and  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council ;  which 
was  accordingly  done. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great 
Seal  to  the  same  bills,  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  signed  by  the 
Speaker, 

On  morion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  speedy  recovery^  of  public  debts,  being  en- 
grossed, was  read  and  compared,  and  ordered  to  be  signed  by 
the  Speaker  ;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

Ordered^  That  Mr,  Bassett  deliver  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  last  mentioned  bill,  with  its  amendments,  in  order  to  be  com- 
pared and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  that  House,  and  inform  them 
that  Council  have  acceded  to  their  proposed  amendments  to  the 
same  bill,  and  have  accordingly  engrossed  it,  with  the  resolution 
of  the  Council  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  same  ;  and  also 
that  he  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the  several  foregoing 
bills,  respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  with 
their  several  amendments,  and  the  resolution  of  tlie  House  of 
Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  said  bills  ;  the  reso- 
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lution  of  that  House  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  settle 
the  State  Treasurer's  accounts,  and  the  resolutions  for  the  encour- 
agement of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  respectively 
concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  and  return 
of  the  foregoing  papers  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock. 


Sunday,  A.  M.,  June  6th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  an  additional  sum  of  four  hundred  and 
ninety-five  thousand  dollars  for  the  present  year,  by  a  general 
tax,  was  read  a  second  time. 

The  same  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs,  and  sundry 
amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the 
said  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence,  by 
Mr.  Baning. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met.     Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight 
o'clock. 
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Monday,  June  7th,  1779. 

The  Council  met  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Bassett. 

Mr.  — ,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to 
the  Chair  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  sum  of  four  hundred 
and  ninety-five  thousand  dollars  for  the  present  year,  by  a  gen- 
eral tax  (with  its  amendments),  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  and  a  resolution  of  that  House  for  affixing 
the  Great  Seal  thereto. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  foregoing  bill  was  read  and  compared,  and  ordered  to  be 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council ;  which  was  accordingly 
done. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great 
Seal  of  this  State  to  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  foregoing  bill  and  resolution,  respectively  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  tne  Council. 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  the  return  of  the  above  papers  accord- 
ing to  order. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  all  monies  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners 
for  Forfeited  Estates  within  this  State  be  forthwith  paid  into  the 
State  Treasury,  together  with  their  accounts. 

Then  the  Council  took  into  consideration  the  accounts  of  their 
expenses  brought  in  for  the  service  of  the  State  at  their  present 
meeting  and  the  traveling  charges  of  their  members,  and  the  fol- 
lowing accounts  were  allowed,  viz  : 
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To  William  Conwell,  Esq.,  for  hb  traveling  expenses 

to  and  from  Dover,  as  per  account.  No.  i,  .    .    .  ;^  12 

To  John  Clowes,  Esq.,  for  ditto.  No.  2, 18 

To  Peter  Hyatt,  Esq.,  for  ditto.  No.  3, 6 

To  Samuel  Patterson,  Esq.,  for  ditto.  No.  4,  .    .    .    .  6 

To  George  Read,  Esq.,  for  ditto.  No.  5, 6 


o  o 
o  o 
2  6 
o  o 
o  o 


48 
87 


To  Jonathan  McNatt,  for  attending  the  General  As- 
sembly's horses,  149  days  ©7^.  6//.,  &c..  No.  6, 

To  Benjamin  Vining,  for  his  services  as  Clerk  of  the 

Council,  No.  7 16 

To  Thomas  North,  barber's  bill.  No.  8, 5 

To  French  Battell,  for  the  expenses  of  the  Council  at 

his  house,  No.  9, 540 


2  6 

76 

2  6 
10  o 

19  8 


Servants, 


;^698 
6 


2  2 
o  o 


£lO^      2    2 


Ordered^  That  the  Speaker  draw  an  order  on  the  Trustee  of 
the  Loan  Office  for  the  County  of  Kent  for  the  sum  of  eighty- 
seven  pounds  seven  shillings  and  six  pence,  in  favor  of  Jonathan 
McNatt ;  and  also  that  he  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer 
for  the  remaining  sum  of  six  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds  four- 
teen shillings  and  eight  pence  in  favor  of  French  McNatt* 

Whereupon  the  said  orders  were  immediately  drawn  and  signed 
by  the  Speaker. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  Septem- 
ber next.f 


*  Evidently  an  error  in  the  manuscript,  as  appears  by  the  preceding  allowance. 

f  There  is  no  record  of  the  assembling  of  the  Council  on  the  day  to  which  they 
stood  adjourned. 
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VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  on  Wednesday,  the  twentieth  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,  a  quorum  of  the  members  to  form  an  House  not  attending, 
the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Friday,  the  22d  day 
of  this  instant. 


Friday,  P.  M.,  October  22d,  1779. 

The  following  members  attended  in  the  Council,  viz  : 

For  New  Castle  County — Samuel  Patterson. 

For  Kent  County — John  Baning,  Richard  Bassett. 

For  Sussex  County — John  Clowes,  William  Conwell. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of  New 
Castle  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor  to  fill  the  seat  of  George 
Read,  Esq.,  which  became  vacant  on  the  first  day  of  October  last 
by  rotation,  being  laid  on  the  table,  it  appears  that  Richard  Cant- 
well,  Esq.,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Council  for  the  County 
of  New  Castie,  in  the  room  of  the  said  George  Read,  on  the  first 
day  of  October,  instant 

Mr.  Cantwell  appeared  in  the  Council. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  ol 
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Kent  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor  being  laid  on  the  table,  it 
appears  that  Thomas  Collins,  Esq.,  whose  seat  became  vacant 
on  the  first  day  of  October  last  by  rotation,  was  reelected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  for  the  County  of  Kent,  on  the  first  day  of 
this  instant,  October* 

Mr.  Collins  appeared  in  the  Council. 

The  return  of  the  SherifT  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of 
Sussex  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor  being  laid  on  the  table,  it 
appears  that  William  Polk,  Esq.,  whose  seat  became  vacant  on 
the  first  day  of  October  last  by  rotation,  was  reelected  a  member 
of  the  Council  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  on  the  first  day  of  thb 
instant,  October. 

Mr,  Polk  appeared  in  the  Council* 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and 
John  Clowes,  Esq.,  was  elected. 

The  Speaker  being  seated  in  the  Chair,  Mr  Benjamin  Vining 
was  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  Benjamin  Crooks  ap- 
pointed Doorkeeper  and  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Messrs.  Cantwell,  Collins  and  Polk,  three  members  chosen  at 
the  last  general  election,  took  the  oath  and  subscribed  the  decla- 
ration prescribed  by  the  tw  enty-second  article  of  the  Constitution 
of  thb  State,  and  then  took  their  seats  in  the  Council  [See  note 
on  page  /o.] 

Benjamin  Vining  appeared  in  the  Council,  took  the  oath  and 
subscribed  the  declaration  prescribed  by  the  22d  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  this  State,  and  also  took  the  oath  of  office  as 
Clerk  of  the  Council     [&<?  7wte  on  page  //.] 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs,  Collins  and  Patterson  be  a  committee 
to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  inform  him  that  the 
Council,  having  now  met,  desire  to  know  whether  his  Excellency 
has  any  business  to  lay  before  them. 

The  committee,  being  returned,  reported  that  they  had  waited 
on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  wath  the  above  message,  ac- 
cording to  order,  and  that  he  was  pleased^  in  answer,  to  say>  that 
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all  the  business  which  he  had  to  lay  before  the  General  Assembly 
was  communicated,  by  his  Secretary,  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
to  be  handed  by  them  to  the  Council* 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  9  o'clock. 


Saturday,  October  23d,  1779. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Bassett. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Committee  for  Public  Accounts,  which,  by  order, 
was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
curred in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Friday,  P.  M.,  October  22d,  1779. 
**0n  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Latimer,  Lockwood,  and  Young  be 
* '  a  Committee  for  Public  Accounts,  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
*'for  the  ensuing  year,  and  that  Mr.  Peery  wait  on  the  Council, 
**with  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  and  propose  to  them  the  ap- 
*  *  pointment  of  a  committee  of  their  body  to  join  with  the  com- 
**mittee  of  this  House  in  the  business  referred  to  them,  if  they 
**  think  proper. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence  CVk  of  Assembly.  * ' 

And  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Banin^  and  Polk  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, on  the  part  of  the  Council,  to  join  with  the  committee  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr  Patterson  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  above  resolution,  with  the  concurrence  and  appointment  of 
the  Council  thereto. 

Mr.  Patterson,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  returned 
the  same,  according  to  order,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  **A  bill  empowering  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  State  to  adjourn  to.  and  sit  at,  any  town  or  place  within  the 
same/* 

On  morion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  by  para- 
graphs, and  sundry  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed  and  sent, 
with  the  said  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  considera- 
tion and  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Patterson. 

Mr  Patterson,  being  returned,  reported  the  return  of  the  above 
papers  according  to  orden 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  lo  o'clock. 


The  Council  met. 
except  Mr.  Basse tt. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  October  25th,  1779, 
Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday, 


Mr.  Larimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  remonstrance  from  divers  inhabitants  of  the 
County  of  Kent,  complaining  of  malpractices  at  the  last  general 
election  in  that  county,  accompanied  with  a  proposal  from  the 
House  of  Assembly  that  the  Council  would  appoint  a  committee 
of  their  body  to  join,  with  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
in  an  inquiry  into  the  facts  alleged  in  the  said  remonstrance. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  remonstrance  and  proposal  were 
severally  read  the  first  and  second  time»  and  thereupon 
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Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Polk  and  Cantwell  be  a  committee,  on 
the  part  of  the  Council,  to  join  with  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  in  the  inquiry  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  foregoing  remonstrance,  and  inform  them  that  the  Council 
have  acceded  to  their  proposal  of  a  joint  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  facts  alleged  m  the  said  remonstrance,  and  have  ap- 
pointed, on  their  part,  Messrs.  Polk  and  Cantwell  to  join  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met.  Some  of  the  members  attending  on  the 
committee,  the  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  mommg  at  10 
o'clock 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  October  26th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  also  Mr.  Hyatt. 

Mr.  Conwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  paper  committed 
to  him,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  William  Clark,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  paper  recommending  Ste- 
phen McWilliam  for  one  of  the  vacant  ensigncies  in  the  Delaware 
Regiment,  accompanied  with  a  recommendatory  letter  from  Maj. 
Joseph  Vaughan,  of  the  same  regiment,  to  the  Assembly  of  the 
Delaware  State,  in  favor  of  the  said  Stephen  McWilliam  ;  and 
the  following  verbal  message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 
Council,  viz : 
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*  *  Gentlemen  : 

**The  House  of  Assembly  propose  to  your  honorable  House 
'*  that  both  Houses  meet  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  three  o*clock 

*  *  in  the  afternoon,  to  put  in  nommation  persons  to  be  balloted 
**  for  to  supply  the  place  of  second  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Com- 

*  *  mon  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of  Kent,  now 

*  *  vacantt  and  also  to  supply  one  of  the  vacant  ensigncies  in  the 
**  Delaware  Regiment.     Dover,  Oct.  26,  1779/* 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  foregoing  papers  were  read,  and  the  following  answer  from 
the  Council  to  the  above  verbal  message  of  the  House  of  Assem* 
bly  was  drawn  up  at  the  table,  and  agreed  to  be  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  viz  : 

Gentlemen : 

The  Council  have  received  your  verbal  message,  proposing  a 
meeting  of  the  two  Houses,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  at  three 
o'clock  this  afternoon,  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  bal- 
loted for  to  supply  the  place  of  second  Justice  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  and  Orphans*  Court  for  the  County  of  Kent,  and 
also  to  supply  one  of  the  vacant  ensigncies  in  the  Delaware  Regi- 
ment, and  are  very  walling  to  meet  the  honorable  House  of  As- 
sembly for  the  above  purpose  at  the  time  and  place  proposed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Con  well  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  and  return  the  papers  recommending  Stephen  Mc- 
William  for  one  of  the  vacant  ensigncies  in  the  Delaw^are  Regi- 
ment, 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  R  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Con  well  reported  the  delivery  of  the  foregoing  papers  com- 
mitted to  him  according  to  order. 

The  House  of  Assembly  then  met  the  Council  in  the  Council' 
Chamber,  agreeable  to  appointment,  to  put  in  nomination  per- 
sons to  be  balloted  for  to  supply  the  place  of  second  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of 
Kent,  and  to  fill  one  of  the  vacant  ensigncies  in  the  Delaware 
Regiment. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Patterson,  Ridgely,  and  West  be  a 
committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  inform 
him  that  the  General  Assembly  have  now  met  in  the  Council 
Chamber  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for  to  sup- 
ply the  place  of  second  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
and  Orphans*  Court  for  the  County  of  Kent,  and  request  his 
attendance,  if  he  chooses  to  be  present  at  such  nomination. 

The  committee,  being  returned,  report  that  they  had  waited  at 
his  Excellency's  house  and  were  informed  that  he  was  absent,  and 
therefore  could  not  deliver  the  message  they  had  in  charge. 

The  General  Assembly  then  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of 
persons  to  be  balloted  for  to  supply  the  vacancies  aforesaid,  and 
the  names  of  the  persons  being  taken  down  for  the  consideration 
of  the  members,  it  was  resolved  that  the  General  Assembly  now 
separate,  and  meet  in  the  Council  Chamber,  at  ten  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning,  to  ballot  for  the  person  aforesaid  out  of  the 
persons  now  put  in  nomination.  Then  the  two  Houses  separated. 

Mr.  Adams,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv* 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  empowering  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  State  to  adjourn  to,  and  sit  at,  any  town  or  place  within  the 
same,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  together 
with  the  original  bill  and  its  amendments. 
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On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read,  compared,  and 
ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  ;  which  was 
accordingly  done, 

Adjoorned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  lo  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.»  October  27th,  1779* 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  empowering  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  State  to  adjourn  to,  and  sit  at,  any  town  or  place  within  the 
same,  be  returned  by  Mr.  Polk  to  the  House  of  Assembly »  signed 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  return  of  the  above  bill  according  to 
order* 

The  House  of  Assembly  now  met  the  Council  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  yesterday,  for  the  purpose  of 
balloting  for  persons  to  supply  the  place  of  second  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of 
Kent,  and  to  fil!  one  of  the  vacant  ensigncies  in  the  Delaware 
Regiment 

The  General  Assembly  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  person 
to  fill  the  latter  vacancy,  and  upon  examining  the  ballots  it  ap- 
peared that  Stephen  McWilliam  was  declared  duly  elected  one 
of  the  ensigns  in  the  Delaware  Regiment. 

On  motion, 

Ordered  by  both  Houses,  That  Messrs.  Patterson,  Vandyke, 
and  Peery  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  Pre- 
sident, and  acquaint  him  that  the  General  Assembly  have  naet, 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  to  elect  a  person  to  supply  the  place 
of  second  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans' 
Court  for  the  County  of  Kent,  and  request  his  attendance  at  such 
election,  if  he  thinks  proper. 
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The  committee,  being  returned,  reported  that  they  had  waited 
on  his  Excellency  and  delivered  the  message  committed  to  them, 
agreeable  to  order,  and  that  he  was  pleased,  in  answer,  to  say  that 
he  would  immediately  attend  the  General  Assembly. 

The  President  attended,  and  proceeded  with  the  General  As- 
sembly to  ballot  for  a  person  to  supply  the  place  of  second  Jus- 
tice of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the 
County  of  Kent,  and  upon  examining  the  ballots  it  appeared  that 
Richard  Lockwood,  Esquire,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  now  separate. 

Then  the  President  and  the  House  of  Assembly  withdrew,  and 
the  Council  adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  bill  empowering  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  State  to  adjourn  to,  and  sit  at,  any  town  or  place  within  the 
same,  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the 
Great  Seal  of  the  State  to  the  said  bill. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from 
the  President,  inclosing  an  act  of  Congress  recommending  Thurs- 
day, the  ninth  day  of  December  next,  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of 
public  Thanksgiving,  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
founded  on  the  said  act  of  Congress. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  lo  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  October  28th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great 
Seal  to  the  bill  empowering  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State 
to  adjourn  to,  and  sit  at,  any  town  or  place  within  the  same,  was 
read,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Wednesday,  P.  M.,  October  27th,  1779. 

*  *  On  motion, 

''Resolved^  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
**  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to  the  following  law,  to  wit :  *An 
* '  act  empowering  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  to  adjourn 

*  *  to,  and  sit  at,  any  town  or  place  within  the  same.  * 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly,  *  * 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  President's  message,  and  the  act  of  Congress  therein  re- 
ferred to,  were  severally  read,  and  the  said  message  is  as  follows, 
to  wit : 

*  *  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly : 

' '  I  have  just  received,  by  express,  an  act  of  Congress,  dated 
"the  20th  instant,  recommending  to  the  several  States  that 
**  Thursday,  the  ninth  day  of  December  next,  be  appointed  a 
**day  of  public  Thanksgiving,  which  act  I  have  ordered  the 
**  Secretary  to  lay  before  your  Honors. 

**  Dover,  October  27,  1779.  CiESAR  RODNEY.'' 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  founded  on  the  fore- 
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going  act  of  Congress,  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  in  these 
wor(&,  viz : 

*'  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Wednesday,  P.  M.,  October  27,  1779. 

**The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  act  of  Con- 
**gress  recommending  Thursday,  the  ninth  day  of  December 
**next,  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of  public  Thanksgiving;  and 
**  thereupon 

''Resolved,  That  Thursday,  the  ninth  day  of  December  next, 
'*be  and  is  hereby  appointed  to  be  observed  throughout  this 
' '  State  as  a  day  of  pubhc  and  solemn  Thanksgiving  to  Almighty 
'*  God  for  His  mercies,  and  of  prayer  for  the  continuance  of  His 
**  favour  and  protection  to  these  United  States,  and  for  the  other 
**  purposes  in  the  said  act  recommended  ;  and  that  his  Excel- 
**lency,  the  President  of  this  State,  be  requested,  by  his  procla- 
*'mation,  to  publish  the  same  accordingly  throughout  the  same, 
'*  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  November  next. 


*  *  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
**  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CV  k  of  Assembly  r 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  foregoing  bill  empowering  the  General  Assembly  to  adjourn 
to,  and  sit  at,  any  town  or  place  within  the  State,  with  the  reso- 
lution for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  thereto,  respectively  signed  by 
the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  and  also  the  President's  message, 
the  act  of  Congress  therein  referred  to,  and  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  founded  thereon,  concurred  in  by  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above  papers  accord- 
ing to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met. 


Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  the  remonstrance  complaining  of  malprac* 
tices  at  the  last  general  election  for  Kent  County,  together  with 
the  lists  of  persons  who  voted  at  the  said  election,  &c. 

Mr.  Young,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  papers  recommending  Stephen  McWilliam 
for  one  of  the  ensigncies  in  the  Delaware  Regiment,  together 
with  an  order  from  the  House  of  Assembly  for  making  out  and 
delivering  a  copy  of  the  appointment  of  the  said  Stephen  Mc- 
William to  the  President,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  Board 
of  War,  in  order  that  a  commission  may  issue  to  the  said  Stephen 
McWilliam* 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  above  mentioned  order  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and  some 
amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the 
above  papers  accompanying  the  said  order,  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, by  Mr.  CantwelL 

The  committee  of  the  Council  appointed  to  join  with  a  com* 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  in  making  an  inquiry  into  the 
facts  alleged  in  a  remonstrance,  addressed  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, complaining  of  undue  practices  at  the  last  general  elec- 
tion in  Kent  County,  now  delivered  their  report  at  the  table, 
which,  by  order,  was  read. 

Mr.  Stidham,  a  member  of  Assembly »  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  divers  inhabitants  of  the  County 
of  New  Castle,  praying  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  prevent 
engrossing  and  forestalling,  and  for  an  amendment  to  the  Militia 
law. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  their  joint 
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committee  respecting  the  making  an  inquiry  into  the  facts  alleged 
in  a  remonstrance,  addressed  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  com- 
plaining of  undue  practices  at  the  last  general  election  m  Kent 
County,  and  thereupon  the  same  was  rejected  ;  and 

Resolved,  That  the  Council,  for  the  dispatch  of  public  business, 
had  hastily  concurred  in  the  proposal  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
in  appointing  a  committee,  to  join  with  a  committee  of  their  hon- 
orable House  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  remonstrance, 
addressed  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  without  having  given  that 
attention  to  the  direction  of  the  said  remonstrance  uiat  might 
have  been  wished. 

Resolved  also,  That  a  message  be  drawn  up  at  the  table  and 
sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  signifying  the  impropriety  of  the 
Council  having  taken  up  the  said  Dusiness. 

Which  was  done  accordingly ;  and  the  same,  bein^  read  and 
agreed  to,  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Gentleffteti  .* 

The  Council,  for  the  dispatch  of  business  and  in  compliance 
with  your  request,  did,  on  the  twenty-fifth  inst.,  appoint  Messrs. 
Polk  and  Cantwell  a  committee,  to  join  with  a  committee  of  your 
honorable  House  in  an  inquiry  into  the  facts  alleged  in  the  re- 
monstrance (directed  particularly  to  your  honorable  House)  com- 
plaining of  undue  practices  at  the  last  general  election  in  Kent 
County.  The  Council,  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  Constitution, 
are  judges  of  the  qualification  and  election  of  their  own  mem- 
bers, but  not  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Assembly  ;  and  as 
the  remonstrants  address  themselves  particularly  to  your  honor- 
able House,  the  Council  cannot  think  themselves  bound  thereby 
to  scrutinize  the  election  of  their  members. 

Signed  by  order  of  Council. 

Dover,  October  28,  1779.  JOHN  CLOWES,  Speaker, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question 
whether  the  above  message  should  be  approved  of  by  the  Council 
or  not,  they  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

For  the  yeas — Mr.  Collins,  Mr.  Patterson,  Mr.  Cantwell,  Mr. 
Hyatt,  Mr.  Baning. 

For  the  nays — Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Conwell. 
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Carried  in  the  affirmative  ;  and  thereupon 

Ordered^  That  the  said  message  be  transcribed  and  sent,  to- 
gether with  the  said  remonstrance  and  papers  relative  thereto,  to 
me  House  of  Assembly,  by  Mr.  Patterson. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 


On  motion,  by  order, 

.The  petition  against  fo 
le  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 


.The  petition  against  forestalling  and  engrossing,  &c. ,  was  read 
the  first  time. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  October  29th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Cantwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  com- 
mitted to  him,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petition  against  engrossing  and  forestalling,  &c. ,  was  read 
the  second  time  and  postponed  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Bassett  appeared  in  the  Council. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  order  for  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Stephen  McWilliam  to  fill  one  of  the  vacant  ensigncies 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  I  779-  457 

in  the  Delaware  Regiment  to  the  Board  of  War,  &c.,  with  the 
amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the 
House  of  Assembly,  which  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz : 

'*  In  THE  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 
*' Friday,  P.  M.,  October  29,  1779. 

* '  Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  appointment  of  Stephen  Mc- 
'  *  William  to  fill  one  of  the  vacant  ensigncies  in  the  Delaware 
**  Regiment  be  made  out  and  delivered  to  the  President,  and  that 
**  his  Excellency  be  requested  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  Board 
'*  of  War,  in  order  that  a  commission  may  issue  to  the  said  Ste- 
**phen  McWilliam,  to  bear  date  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  this 
^'instant/' 

Orderedy  That  the  same,  with  its  amendments,  be  returned  to 
the  House  of  Assembly,  with  the  concurrence  of  Council  thereto, 
by  Mr.  Cantwell. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  October  30th,  1779. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
Adjourned  till' 3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Chair  an  answer  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to 
the  message  of  the  Council  of  the  28th  instant. 
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The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  also  a  resolution  of  that  House  respecting 
the  adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly  to  the  Town  of  Wil- 
mington. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  answer  from  the  House  of  Assembly 
to  the  Council's  message  of  the  28th  inst  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  General 
Assembly  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  timCj  con- 
curred m,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

'*  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
'•Saturday,  October  30,  1779. 

**  Whereas  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State. 
**  passed  at  Dover  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
**  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  making  provision  for  defray- 
**  ing  the  reasonable  expenses  incurred  by  the  General  Assembly 
* '  of  this  State,  and  also  the  Clerk  of  each  House  thereof^  during 
**  the  sessions  of  the  same,  and  in  coming  thereto  and  going  there- 
**from,  is  now  expired  ;  and  whereas  the  present  increased  prices 
"  of  the  necessaries  of  life  will  render  the  payment  of  the  expen- 
**ses  incurred  by  the  General  Assembly  at  their  present  sessions 
**very  burthensome  to  the  members  thereof,  if  they  are  left  to 
**  defray  the  same  out  of  their  private  fortunes,  and  also  be  highly 
'*  unreasonable,  unjust,  and  contrary  to  the  equitable  opinion  of 
**the  good  people  of  this  State  ;  therefore 

"'Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  House  of 
"  *  Assembly  of  this  State  respectively  be  and  they  are  hereby 
*  •  empowered  to  draw  their  respective  orders  on  the  Trustees  of 
'*the  Loan  Offices  of  this  State,  or  the  State  Treasurer,  for  the 
''expenses  incurred  by  each  House  at  the  present  sessions,  and 
'  *  the  same  shall  be  allowed  on  settlement  of  said  Trustees'  or 
'*  Treasurer's  accounts  in  the  General  Assembly,  or  their  com- 
* '  mittee  for  that  purpose  to  be  appointed. 


**  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
**  Sent  for  concurrence. 


J  AS.  BOOTH, 
Cr  k  of  Assembly r 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  tiie  House  of  Assembly  for  the  adjournment 
of  the  General  Assembly  to  the  Town  of  Wilmington  was  read 
the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  concurred 
in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
''Saturday,  P.  M.,  October  30,  1779. 
''On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  will  meet 
"at  the  Town  of  Wilmington,  in  New  Castle  County,  on  the  day 
"to  which  the  present  sessions  may  be  adjourned,  and  there  sit 
* '  to  transact  the  public  business. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

* '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly.  *  * 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
tion for  now  concurring  in  the  above  resolution,  they  are  as  fol- 
lows, viz : 

For  the  affirmative — Mr.  Patterson,  Mr.  Cantwell,  Mr.  Con- 
well,  Mr.  Hyatt. 

For  the  negative — Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Collins. 
Carried  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  for  Mr.  Bassett  for  leave  of  absence,  the  same  was 
granted  to  him. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  answer  from  the  House  of  Assembly 
to  the  Council's  message  of  the  28th  instant  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  Gentlemen: 

"  That  part  of  your  message  of  the  28th  instant,  setting  forth 
"  that  your  House,  for  the  dispatch  of  business  and  in  compliance 
"with  the  request  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  did,  on  the  25th 
"  instant,  appoint  Messrs.  Polk  and  Cantwell  a  committee  to  join, 
"with  a  committee  of  this  House,  in  an  inquiry  into  the  feicts  al- 
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'  leged  in  the  remonstrance  complaining  of  undue  practices  al 
'  the  last  general  election  in  Kent  County,  by  not  stating  all  the 
'  steps  taken  by  the  two  Houses  previous  to  the  appointment  of 
'your  members  as  above  mentioned^  impliedly,  at  least,  reflects 
'  some  degree  of  censure  on  this  House,  for  it  must  be  under* 
'  stood  from  your  said  message  that  the  remonstrance  you  men- 
'  tion  to  be  clirected  particularly  to  the  House  of  Assembly  was 
'  not  delivered  to  your  honorable  House  with  the  proposal  (not 

•  request,  as  you  are  pleased  to  term  it),  but  some  time  after  the 
'  appointment  aforesaid  had  taken  place,  the  contrary  of  which 
'you  well  know  to  be  the  fact*  Your  acquaintance  with  the 
'  title  or  address,  as  well  as  the  contents  of  said  remonstrance, 
'might  have  furnished  your  House,  in  the  lirst  instance,  with 
'  the  reasons  you  appear  at  last  to  act  upon, 

**  In  answer  to  the  other  part  of  your  message  this  House  will 
*'only  add,  that  they  do  not  presume  to  dispute  your  power  or 
'  *  right,  under  the  section  of  the  Constitution  pointed  out  in  your 
**  message,  to  judge  of  the  qualification  and  election  of  your  own 
*  *  members,  and  to  determine  what  obligations  you  are  under  to 
**  scrutinize  the  election  of  such  members  ;  but  w^e  would  suppose 
'*that  every  report  to  a  House  of  Representatives  ought  to  be 

*  considered  and  determined  on,  yet  you  certainly  must  deter- 
'  *  mine  how  binding  that  obligation  is  on  your  body. 

**  Signed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

**  SIMON  KOLLOCK,  Speaker, 

'*  Dover,  October  30,  1779/' 

And  thereupon  the  following  verbal  message  from  the  Council 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  was  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
viz : 


Gentlenun  : 

The  Council  are  well  disposed  to  give  all  the  dispatch  to  the 
public  business  in  their  power,  and  are  sorry  they  find  themselves 
constrained,  from  the  message  just  now  received,  to  say,  that  it 
is  their  duty  in  future  to  be  more  particular  with  respect  to  the 
transacting  business  proposed  by  your  House.  The  Council  do 
not  conceive  they  have  time  presently  to  give  your  strange  mes- 
sage of  this  afternoon  an  answer,  but  flatter  themselves  they  shall 
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do  it  hereafter  in  a  manner  satisfactory  not  only  to  themselves 
but  to  their  constituents. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  message  and  the  two  last  preceding 
resolutions  be  delivered  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  by  Mr.  Cant- 
well,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  to  the  said  resolutions 
respectively. 

Mr.  Cantwell  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Barratt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  empow- 
ering the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  their  order  on  the 
State  Treasurer  in  favor  of  George  Craghead,  Esquire,  for  two 
thousand  dollars  ;  and  also  the  resolutions  of  that  House  for  con- 
tinuing the  embargo. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  resolution  empowering 
the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  their  order  on  the  State 
Treasurer  in  favor  of  George  Craghead,  Esquire,  &c.,  was  read 
the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  concurred 
in,  ancl  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  October  30,  1779. 
"On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  House  of 
"Assembly  be  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  draw  their 
*  *  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of  George  Craghead, 
"Esquire,  Clothier-General  of  this  State,  for  two  uiousand  dol- 
* '  lars,  for  which  the  said  George  Craghead  is  to  be  accountable 
"to  the  General  Assembly. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

•  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CV  k  of  Assembly,  * ' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  continuing  the 
embargo,  &c.,  were  read  the  first  time. 
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By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  the  second  time,  con- 
curred m,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly,  October  30,  1779. 

•*  Whereas  an  embargo,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  wheat 
*'rye,  flour,  Indian  corn,  bread,  beef,  bacon,  live  stocky  or  any 
"other  provisions,  hath  been  laid  and  continued  from  time  to 
**  time  within  this  State  ;  and  whereas  Congress  have  requested 
'*  that  the  same  may  be  still  further  continued  ;  therefore 

*' Resolved,  That  his  Excellency,  the  President,  be  requested 
*'  to  issue  his  proclamation  continuing  the  same  until  the  first  day 
*"of  December  next,  strictly  prohibiting  the  carrying  out  of  this 
* 'State  live  stock  or  pork,  except  for  the  use  of  the  American 
* '  army. 

'  'Resolved  a/so.  That  the  President  be  authorized  and  empow* 
* '  ered  to  grant  such  permission  to  persons  living  within  this  State 
'*to  export  so  much  grain  or  flour,  in  bottoms  belonging  to  the 
'  *  inhabitants  of  the  same,  as  to  him  may  seem  expedient,  pro- 
' '  vided  satisfactory^  security  be  given  to  him  that  me  vessels  so 
'*  permitted  to  load  and  carr)r'  away  as  aforesaid  do  return  and 
**sell  the  cargoes  by  them  imported  to  retailers  and  consumers 
" '  within  this  State. 


' '  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
**  Sent  for  concurrence. 


J  AS.  BOOTH. 
CV  k  of  Assembly:' 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  two  last  resolutions,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto  respectively,  to  the  House 
of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 

cording  to  order. 

Then  the  following  accounts,  brought  in  for  tlie  expenses  of 
the  Council  and  their  Clerk  during  their  present  sessions,  were 
allowed,  viz  : 

To  Samuel  Patterson,  Esq.,  as  per  account,  No.  1,  .  /      15    00 
To  Richard  Cantwell,  Esq..      *'  ''         No.  2,  .  800 

To  William  Conwell,  Esq,,        ''  '*        No.  3,  .  13  10  o 


Carried  over,   , jC    3^  10  o 
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Brought  oveVy 

To  William  Polk,  Esq.,  as  per  account.   No.  4, 
To  John  Clowes,  Esq.,  '*  ''        No.  5, 

To  Peter  Hyatt,  jEsq.,  **  **        No.  6, 

To  Benjamin  Vining,  as  Clerk  of  the  Council,  No. 
To  Thomas  North,  as  per  account,  No.  8,     . 
To  French  Battell,       **  **         No.  9,     . 


7, 


36  10  o 
850 
12  o  o 
10  10  o 
82  10  o 
15  15  o 
1317  8  o 

£,  1482  18  o 


Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Trea- 
surer, for  the  said  sum  of  ;^i482  :  18  :  o,  in  favor  of  French 
Battell. 

Whereupon  the  said  order  was  immediately  drawn  and  signed 
by  the  Speaker. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  until  Monday,  the  29th  day  of 
November  next,  at  the  Town  of  Wilmington. 
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VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,   NOV.— DEC,   1779. 


Wilmington,  Monday,  November  29,  1779. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Wilmington,  in 
New  Castle  County,  on  Monday,  the  29th  day  of  November,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,  by  adjournment,  a  sufficient  number  of  the  members  to 
form  a  House  not  attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to 
day  until  Saturday,  the  fourth  day  of  December,  1779. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  December  4th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  following  members,  viz  : 

For  New  Castle  County — Samuel  Patterson,  Peter  Hyatt,  Rich- 
ard Cantwell. 

For  Kent  County — Richard  Bassett,  John  Baning. 

For  Sussex   County — The  Honorable  John  Clowes,  William 
Conwell. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  answer  from  the 
House  of  Assembly,  of  the  30th  of  October,  to  a  message  from 
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the  Council  of  the  28th  of  the  same  month,  and  a  message,  in 
answer  thereto  was  drawn  up  at  the  table,  and,  by  order,  read. 
Deferred  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  December  6th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Bassett. 

Ordered,  That  the  minutes  of  this  meeting  be  read. 

Which  was  accordingly  done  ;  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  this  Council  will  meet  punctually  at  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning  and  sit  till  one  o'clock  ;  that  they  will  meet  again 
at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  and  sit  not  longer  than  six  o'clock 
in  the  evening. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  December  7th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  abo  Messrs.  Polk  and  Collins. 

Messrs.  Polk  and  Collins,  in  their  respective  places,  made  their 
excuses  for  their  non-attendance  at  an  earlier  date  in  the  sessions ; 
which  were  admitted. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  1779-  469 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Stidham,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the  President  to  the  General 
Assembly,  inclosing  sundry  acts  of  Congress,  therein  referred  to, 
and  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to 
whom  the  said  message  and  papers  were  referred. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  President's  message,  and  its  inclosures,  were  severally 
read,  and  the  said  message  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

' '  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

**  Since  the  last  sitting  of  the  Legislature  I  have  received  the 

*  following  acts  of  Congress,  which  merit  your  attention,  to  wit : 

*  Two  of  the  fourteenth  of  June  last,  one  recommending  to  the 
'  State  to  exempt  drivers  of  waggons  from  Militia  duties  while 

*  in  service,  the  other  for  ascertaining  their  wages ;  two  of  the 
'  twenty-third  of  July,  one  for  regelating  the  Hide  Department, 
'  the  other  for  the  better  preservation  of  buildings  and  other 

*  property  belonging  to  the  United  States ;  one  of  the  seven- 

*  teenth  of  Aueust,  on  the  subject  of  further  provisions  for  the 

*  army ;  one  of  the  twenty-first  of  the  same  month,  on  the  sub- 

*  ject  of  an  embargo  ;  one  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  same  month, 

*  against  restrictions  on  the  inland  trade  between  the  States;  and 
'  another  of  the  tenth  of  September,  for  providing  clothing  for 

*  the  troops ;  and  likewise,  a  circular  letter  from  the  President 
'  of  Congress,  dated  the  ninth  instant,  inclosing  divers  acts  of 

*  Congress  of  the  sixth  and  seventh,  for  supplying  the  Continen- 

*  tal  Treasury.     All  of  which  I  have  directed  the  Secretary  to 

*  lay  before  your  Honors,  for  your  perusal  and  consideration. 

'*  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  General  Assembly  that  since  the 

*  expiration  of  the  law  for  laying  an  embargo,  I  have,  with  the 
'  advice  of  the  Privy  Council  and  at  the  request  of  Congress, 

*  continued,  from  time  to  time,  the  prohibition  contained  m  the 

*  said  act,  until  such  order  therein  may  be  taken  by  the  Legisla- 

*  ture  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 
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**Its  being  acknowledged  that  a  well-regulated  Militia,  com- 
' '  posed  of  me  substantia  inhabitants^  is  the  best  security  of  a 
**free  State,  and  the  inattention  to  tlie  discharge  of  Militia  duty 
'*by  great  numbers  of  the  subjects  of  this  State,  induces  me  to 
**  recommend  to  your  Honors*  consideration  sucli  amendments 
"to  the  Militia  law  as  may  tend  to  answer  the  good  purposes  in- 
'  *  tended  by  the  act. 

**  Gentlemen — The  provision  heretofore  made  for  those  in  the 
**  exercise  of  civil  government,  from  the  present  depreciated  state 
* '  of  our  currency,  is  so  inadequate  to  the  services  enjoined  them» 
*'that  I  fear,  from  the  information  given  me  by  the  Chief  Justice* 

*  *  a  general  neglect  of  duty  will  take  place,  unless  some  further 

*  *  provision  is  made.     I  am  therefore  induced  to  recommend  a 

*  *  matter  so  necessary  to  the  safet>^  and  well-being  of  the  State 
**to  your  Honors*  serious  consideration. 

*' Dover,  October  2 2d,  1779.  CiCSAR  RODNEY/* 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the 
above  message  and  its  inclosures,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  several  reports  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Public  Accounts, 
of  the  29th  May  and  5th  June,  1779,  were  read  the  second  time, 
and  divers  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  reports,  and  the  public  accounts  and 
vouchers  whereon  the  said  reports  were  founded,  with  the  trans- 
cribed amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  be  sent,  by 
Mr.  Conwell,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr,  Conwell  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock- 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  1 779-  47 1 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  December  8th,  1779. 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  state  an  account  of 
expenditures  by  this  State  on  benalf  of  the  Continent,  was  read 
the  second  time,  examined  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  simed  by  the  Speaker  and  sent  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Baning. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  President's  message  of  the  22d  October  last,  and  its  in- 
closures,  were  read  a  second  time,  and  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon  was  also  read  a  second 
time  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  above  message  and  its  in- 
closures  (except  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  19th  November  last 
respecting  the  regulation  of  prices)  and  the  last  mentioned  report, 
to  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council 
to  the  same  report 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accord- 
ing to  order. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  a  ' '  Bill  to  prevent  forestalling  and  engrossing,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned.** 


On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  to  prevent  for 
le  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


The  bill  to  prevent  forestalling  and  engrossing,  &c. ,  was  read 
the  first  time. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

By  special  order,  the  bill  to  prevent  forestalling  and  engross- 
ing, &c.,  was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Speaker 
and  Messrs.  Collins  and  Patterson,  to  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  settle  and  adjust  the  State  Treasurer  s  accounts, 
which,  by  order,  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
** Wednesday,  A.  M.,  Decembers,  1779. 
'*On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  settle 
**and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  State  Treasurer,  and  make 
**  their  report  forthwith.  The  members  appointed  on  the  part  of 
' '  this  House  are  Mr.  Vandyke  and  Mr.  Barratt. 

'*  Extract  from  the  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

* '  Sent  for  concurrence.  Cr  k  of  Assetfibly.  * ' 

And  thereupon  the  Council  appoint,  on  their  part,  Mr.  Polk, 
to  join  with  the  said  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the 
above  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Con  well  return  the  foregoing  resolution, 
with  the  concurrence  and  appointment  of  the  Council  thereto, 
to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Con  well  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  by  way 
of  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  more  easy  and 
speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,  *  *  the  same  was  granted  ;  and  a 
bill  for  that  purpose  being  laid  on  the  table,  was,  by  order,  read 
the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  Friday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  December  loth,  1779. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs. 
Baning,  Bassett,  and  Paterson. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  to  prevent  forestalling  and  en- 
grossing, &c.,  were  referred,  now  reported  sundry  amendments 
to  the  same,  which,  by  order,  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the  said 
bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Conwell. 

Adjourned  till  3  o*  clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Conwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  committed 
to  him,  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill,  by  way  of  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '*An  a<*  for 
the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,  *  *  was  read  the 
second  time  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Houston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  **A  biU  for  the  introducing  economy  in  the  pur- 
chasing supplies  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States  of  America,** 
which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
60 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  December  nth,  1779. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  also  Mr.  Bassett. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  introducing  economy  in  the  purchasing  supplies 
for  the  army,  &c.,  was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Bassett,  Collins  and  Polk,  to  report  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hyatt,  for  leave  of  absence  till  Monday  after- 
noon next,  the  same  was  granted  to  him. 

Mr.  Adams,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  bill  to  prevent  forestalling  and  engrossing, 
&c.,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  par- 
tially disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  an  amend- 
ment proposed  by  that  House  to  the  same  bill. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


*  EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  for  introducing  economy  in 
the  purchasing  supplies  for  the  army,  &c. ,  was  referred,  now  re- 
ported divers  amendments  to  the  same,  which,  by  order,  were 
read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed  and  sent, 
with  the  said  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  concurrence,  by 
Mr.  Polk. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 
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The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  such  of  their  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  to  prevent  forestalling  and  engrossing,  &c. ,  as 
were  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  rescinded  their 
first  amendments,  and  proposed  some  amendments  to  the  addi- 
tional amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  William  Qark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  the  bill  for  the  introducing  economy  in  the  purchasing 
supplies  for  the  army,  &c.,  with  the  amendments  proposed 
thereto  by  the  Council  disagreed  to  in  the  whole  by  the  House 
of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  lo  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  December  13th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs. 
Baning,  Patterson,  and  Hyatt. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  amendments  proposed 
by  them  to  the  bill  for  introducing  economy  in  the  purchasing 
supplies  for  the  army,  &c.,  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Assembly,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon  receded  from  the 
same. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  bill,  and  the  bill  to  prevent  fore- 
stalling and  engrossing,  &c. ,  with  their  respective  amendments, 
be  returned,  by  Mr.  Cantwell,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  with 
the  following  message  from  the  Council  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, viz  : 

Gentlemen : 

The  Council  conceive  the  bills  to  prevent  forestalling  and 
engrossing,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  and  for 
introducing  economy  in  the  purchasing  supplies  for  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  be  very  useful  and  important 
in  their  nature,  and  do  not  view  the  amendments  proposed  by 
them  and  rejected  by  you  of  such  consequence  as  to  delay  the 
passage  of  them  ;  therefore,  rather  than  they  should  be  delayed. 
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the  Council  recede  from  their  proposed  amendments,  but  farther 
beg  leave  to  observe,  that  with  respect  to  their  last  amendment 
proposed  to  the  bill  for  introducing  economy  in  the  purchasing 
supplies,  &c.,  they  are  stiU  strongly  impressed  with  an  idea  of 
the  propriety  and  usefulness  of  the  said  amendment ;  for  that  it 
appears  to  them  that  one  great  design  of  the  said  bill  is  that  the 
omcers  under  it  should  not  make  use  of  the  public  money  for 
their  own  private  emolument  or  advantage,  ana  that  the  solemn 
oath  of  the  party  to  that  purpose  they  consider  a  stronger  tie,  and 
more  likely  to  prevent  a  breach  of  the  law  in  that  instance  than 
any  other  thing.  The  Council  would  therefore  wish  your  hon- 
orable House  would  reconsider  the  said  amendment,  and,  if  it 
should  appear  in  the  same  point  of  view  to  you  as  it  does  to 
them,  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  readily  accede  to  the  same. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Council, 

JOHN  CLOWES,  Speaker. 

Wilmington,  December  13,  1779. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Cantwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  commit- 
ted to  him  according  to  order. 

Messrs.  Patterson  and  Hyatt  appeared  in  the  Council. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Tuesday,  December  14th,  1779. 
The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Baning. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  by  way 
of  supplement  to  an  act  for  makine  perpetual  a  former  act  enti- 
tled **An  act  for  the  amending  the  laws  relating  to  testamentary 
afiairs,  and  for  the  better  seSing  intestates*  estates,  &c.,**  the 
same  was  granted,  and  a  supplement  for  this  purpose  being  laid 
on  the  table,  was,  by  order,  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Bryan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  returned 
to  the  Chair  the  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  the  more  easy 
and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,  with  divers  amendments  pro- 
posea  thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  presented  to  the  Chair  an  address  from 
the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and  two  addresses  from 
the  Clothier-General,  of  the  nth  and  14th  instant,  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  fifteen  thou- 
sand pounds  to  the  Clothier- General,  to  be  by  him  applied  in 
completing  the  clothing  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  Delaware 
Regiment. 

An  account  of  William  McKennan,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Dela- 
ware Regiment,  was  also  presented  to  the  Chair  by  the  same 
member,  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the 
payment  of  sixty-two  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  three  pence, 
m  discharge  of  his  said  account. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
message  fi-om  the  House  of  Assembly,  viz  : 

''Gentlemen: 

**The  House  of  Assembly  have  appointed  Messrs.  Stidham, 
**  Cook,  and  Collings  to  view  and  report  the  situation  and  condi- 
**  tion  of  the  barracks  and  works  at  the  fort  on  Christiana  Creek, 
**and  propose  to  you  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  your 
"body  to  join  them  in  that  business,  if  your  honorable  House 
**  think  the  same  necessary.** 
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On  motion,  the  supplementary'  bill  to  the  act  for  the  more 
easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,  and  the  amendments 
proposed  tnereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  were  read  the  first 
time. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  address  of  the  officers  of  the  I>ela- 
ware  Regiment  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  several  addresses  of  the  Clothier-General  of  this  State, 
containing  an  estimate  of  the  monies  necessary  to  cany  into  exe- 
cution the  resolves  of  the  General  Assembly  for  clothing  for  the 
officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  for  the  payment  of  fifteen  thousand  pounds 
to  the  Clothier-General,  founded  thereon,  were  read  the  first 
time. 

By  special  order  the  said  resolution  was  read  the  second  time 
and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  A.  M.,  December  14th,  1779. 

''Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  by  the  Speakers  of  both 
*  *  Houses  on  the  State  Treasurer,  for  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand 
**  pounds,  in  favor  of  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  Clothier-General 
*'  of  this  State,  to  be  by  him  applied  in  completing  the  clothing 
**  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Reeiment,  and  the  sur- 
'  *  plus  thereof,  if  any,  in  procuring  the  monthly  supplies  allowed 
* '  to  the  said  officers,  in  addition  to  the  fourteen  hundred  pounds 
' '  quarterly  heretofore  granted  by  the  General  Assembly  for  fur- 
**  nishing  the  said  supplies  ;  the  said  George  Craghead  to  be  ac- 
**  countable  for  the  expenditure   of  the  said  sum. 

*'  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.   BOOTH, 

'  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CV  k  of  Assembly, ' ' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  account  of  William  McKennan  was  read,  considered  and 
allowed,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the 
payment  of  the  same  was  also  read  the  first  time. 
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By  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
cur!^ in,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz : 

*•  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 
"Tuesday,  P.  M.,  December  14,  1779. 

*'An  account  of  William  McKennan,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Dela- 
•*ware  Regiment,  was  presented  to  the  Chair,  and,  by  order, 
•*read. 

'* Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  an  order 
**  on  the  State  Treasurer,  for  the  sum  of  sixty-two  pounds  eleven 
*'  shillings  and  three  pence,  in  favor  of  Lieutenant  McKennan,  in 
'*  discharge  of  his  said  account. 

••  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  Ci  k  of  Assembly,  *  * 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing,  account,  the  several  before-men- 
tioned addresses  of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and 
of  the  Qothier-General,  and  the  resolutions  founded  thereon, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto,  be  returned,  by  Mr. 
Polk,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  the  following  verbal  mes- 
sage from  the  Council,  viz  : 

Gentlemen: 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  your  proposal  of  appointing  a 
committee,  to  join  your  committee,  to  view  and  report  the  situ- 
ation and  conaition  of  the  barracks  and  works  at  the  fort  on 
Christiana  Creek  ;  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Peter  Hyatt  and  William  Conwell  be  a 
committee,  to  join  your  committee,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  committed  to  him 
accordii^  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  December  15th,  1779. 

The  Council  -met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  supplementary  bill 
for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,  and 
agreed  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  and  its  amendments  be  sent  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Collins. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  bill  for  making  perpetual  a  former  act  enti- 
tled **An  act  for  the  amending  the  laws  relating  to  testamentary 
af&irs,  &c. , '  *  was  read  the  second  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs, 
debated,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Bassett. 

The  supplementary  bill  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery 
of  small  debts  was  returned  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly.     Ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Baning  appeared  in  the  Council  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Bassett  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  committed 
to  him,  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  December  16,  1779. 

The  Council  met.    Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  *  *  An  act  for  the  more  easy 
and  speeay  recovery  of  small  debts,'*  being  engrossed,  was  read 
and  compared. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett  for  leave  of  absence  until  Monday 
next,  the  same  was  granted  to  him. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  of  June  5th, 
1779,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  dis- 
agreed to  in  the  whole  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  report  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee of  the  29th  May,  1779,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Council,  acceded  to  in  the  whole  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  petition  from  Geo.  Adams, 
setting  forth  that  he  is  an  inhabitant  of  that  part  of  Sussex  County 
which  formerly  belonged  to  Maryland,  and  praying  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  his  relief  m  extending  to  his  particular  case  an  act  of 
Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State  authorizing  the  removal  of  all 
proceedings  out  of  the  courts  of  law  in  Maryland  into  the  courts 
of  law  in  mis  State,  &c. ,  with  a  bill  for  amending  an  act  entitled 
**A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the  more 
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effectual  ascertaining  and  fixing  the  limits  of  the  several  Counties 
within  this  Government,  &c./  *  and  the  following  message,  vtr : 

"A  Message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  Council. 
'  *  Gentlemen : 

"The  House  of  Assembly  have  taken  into  consideration 

*  *  your  amendments  proposed  to  the  report  of  the  Joint  Commit- 
"  tee  of  Accounts  of  the  fifth  day  of  June,  1779^  and  are  unable 
**  to  discover  the  reasons  which  induced  your  honorable  House 
**to  propose  the  first,  unless  the  difference  between  the  charge 
"therein  and  the  sum  in  the  voucher,  being  six  pounds  seven- 
"  teen  shillings  and  five  pence,  should  have  caused  such  amend- 
''ment;  if  so,  it  is  equal  to  that  difference.     But  this  House  is 

*  *  informed  by  their  committee  that  the  committee  received  satis- 
"  faction  thereon  from  Mr.  Carty,  who  attended  them  at  the  time 
"of  examination. 

"As  to  the  second  amendment — ^this  House  are  persuaded  it 
"was  the  intention  of  the  Assembly,  at  the  time  of  passing  said 
"account,  to  allow  Mr.  Watson  equal  for  his  service  to  the  al* 
"  lowance  made  in  like  cases  to  ine  Sheriffs  of  Kent  and  New 
" '  Castle  Counties,  and  also  are  of  opinion  that  that  has,  in  that 
' '  instance,  been  done. 

"  *  No  answer  is  necessary  to  your  third  amendment,  more  than 
'  •  to  observe  that  it  is  consequent  on  the  other  two, 

"Signed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"SIMON  KOLLOCK,  Speaker, 

"Wilmington,  December  15,  1779." 

The  Council  now  reconsidered  the  amendments  proposed  bjr 
them  to  the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Accounts  of  the 
5th  of  June,  1779,  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly, 
and  after  some  time  spent  thereon  receded  from  their  said  amend- 
ments. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  and  amendments  be  returned  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr,  Cantwell. 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petition  of  George  Adams,  and  the  bill  for  amending  an 
act  entitled  **A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitied  *An  act  for 
the  more  effectual  ascertaining  and  fixing  the  limits  of  the  several 
Counties  within  this  Government,  &c. , '  were  severally  read  the 
first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  were  read  the  second  time  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Collins  and  Polk,  to  report  thereon. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  December  17th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Bassett. 

Mr.  Bryan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  laid 
before  this  House  the  sum  of  ;£i34  :  i  :  4,  being  the  two-thirds 
part  of  a  debt  due  to  Joseph  Gre^g  by  Daniel  Cloud,  which,  by 
the  tender  of  the  same  by  the  said  debtor  to  the  administratrix 
of  the  said  Joseph  Gregg  and  her  refusal  thereof,  became  for- 
feited to  the  State,  agreeable  to  an  act  of  General  Assembly, 
passed  the  22d  of  February,  1777,  for  establishing  the  Bills  of 
Credit  issued  by  Congress,  &c. ,  with  a  certificate  of  the  commis- 
sion of  administration  to  the  said  administratrix,  the  deposition 
of  two  witnesses,  proving  the  tender  and  refusal  aforesaid,  and  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  the  said 
sum  into  the  State  Treasury  by  the  County  Treasurer. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  above  papers  were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  were  read  the  second  time  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Collins  and  Patterson,  to  report  thereon. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  of  George  Adams  and  the 
bill  for  amending  an  act  entidea  *  *  A  supplementary  act  to  the  act 
entitied  *An  act  for  the  more  effectual  ascertaining  and  fixing  the 
limits  of  the  several  Counties  within  this  Government,  &c.,''* 
were  referred,  now  reported  that  they  had  examined  and  con- 
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sidered  the  said  petition  and  bill,  and  had  agreed  to  the  said  bill ; 
which  said  report  was  approved  of,  and  the  bill  passed  tlie  Coun- 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  said  petition  and  bill  to  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

Mr  Polk  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P,  M. 


The  Council  met 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  '*Bill  more 
effectually  to  prevent  non-Jurors  and  other  disqualified  persons 
from  voting  at  any  election  within  this  State,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned,"  the  same  was  granted,  and  a  bill  for 
this  purpose  being  laid  on  the  table,  was,  by  order,  read  the  first 
time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs*  Hyatt,  Collins  and  Patterson,  to  report  thereon* 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M,,  December  i8th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  As* 
sembly  for  the  payment  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  pounds 
one  shilling  and  four  pence  (and  the  papers  attending  the  same) 
into  the  State  Treasury,  was  referred,  now  reported  that  they  had 
examined  and  considered  the  above  mentioned  papers,  and  were 
satisfied  as  to  the  legality  of  the  tender  made  by  the  said  debtor ; 
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whereupon  the  said  resolution  was  concurred  in  by  the  Council, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 
'*  Thursday,  P.  M.,  December  16,  1779. 

**  Robert  Bryan.  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  New  Castle  Countv,  laid 
"before  the  House  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  pounds  one 
'  *  shilling  and  four  pence,  bein^  the  two-thu-ds  part  of  a  debt 
**due  to  Joseph  Gregg  by  Daniel  Cloud,  and  tendered  by  the 
'*said  debtor  to  the  administratrix  of  the  said  Joseph  Gregg, 
**  which,  upon  refusal  thereof,  became  forfeited  to  the  State, 
"agreeable  to  an  act  of  General  Assembly,  passed  the  226,  day 
"of  February,  1777,  for  establishing  the  Bills  of  Credit  issued 
'  *  by  Congress,  &c. 

''Resolvedy  That  the  said  Treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  the 
'  *  aforesaid  sum  into  the  hands  of  the  State  Treasurer. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

' '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVkof  Assembly. ' ' 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Cantwell  return  the  foregoing  resolution, 
concurred  in  by  the  Council,  with  the  money  and  papers  accom- 
panying the  same,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Cantwell  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above  according  to 
order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10 
o'clock. 
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Monday,  A.  M.,  December  20th,  1779. 

The  Council  met     Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday 
last 

Some  of  the  members  attending  on  committees,  the  Council 
adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die.  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  to  prevent  non-jurors  and 
other  dbqualified  persons  from  voting  at  an  election  within  this 
State,  now  requested  a  further  time  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on, which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deUvered 
to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  raising  one  million  three  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  dollars  in  the  Dekware  State,  between  the  first  day  of 
February  and  the  first  day  of  October  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned, which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  West,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  nom- 
inating persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  to  the  Congress, 
and  also  as  Purchasers  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  which, 
by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  one  million  three  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars,  &c.,  was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  the 
Speaker  and  Messrs.  Collins  and  Cantwell,  to  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  order. 
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The  resolution  for  nominating  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as 
Delegates  to  Congress,  &c.,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  an 
amendment  was  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Polk,  together  with 
the  foregoing  resolution. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  December  21,  1779. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  committees 
for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  several  General  Loan  Offices. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  resolution  for  nominating 
persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  to  the  Congress,  &c.,  with 
the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  rejected  by  the 
House  of  Assembly,  and  an  amendment  proposed  by  that  House 
to  the  said  resolution. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  view 
and  report  the  situation  of  the  barracks  and  works  at  the  fort  on 
Christiana  Creek,  now  delivered  their  report  at  the  table,  which, 
by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  them  to  the  resolution  for  nominating  persons  to  be 
balloted  for  as  Delegates  to  Congress,  &c.,  and  rejected  by  the 
House  of  Assembly,  and  also  the  amendment  proposed  by  that 
House  to  the  said  resolution,  and  thereupon  the  Council  receded 
from  their  own  amendment,  and  agreed  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  House  of  Assembly. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr-  Hyatt  return  the  said  resolution  and  its 
amendments  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment 
of  committees  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  several  General 
Loan  Offices  were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  were  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
curred in,  and  are  as  follows,  \^z  : 

*'  In  the  House  of  Assembly,  December  20th.  1779. 

"Whereas  the  committees  heretofore  appointed  to  settle  and 
**  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  General  Loan  Offices  for  the  Coun- 
*'  ties  of  New  Casde  and  Kent  have  not  proceeded  in  that  busi- 
* '  ness  ;  therefore 

''Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  persons  in  each  of  the 
*'said  Counties  be  appointed  to  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts 
* '  of  the  said  offices  m  the  Counties  aforesaid  respectively,  who 
"are  hereby  directed  to  settle  and  adjust  the  said  accounts  from 
' '  the  time  of  the  settlement  made  by  Messrs.  McKinly,  Read, 
"  Killen.  Haslet,  and  Robinson,  a  committee  of  Assembly  for 
* '  the  purpose,  and  make  report  thereof  to  the  General  Assembly 
' '  this  State  at  their  next  meeting. 

"And  whereas  the  late  committee  appointed  for  the  like  ser- 

•  *  vice  in  the  County  of  Sussex  have  not  proceeded  therein. 

''Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  setde 
"and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  General  Loan  Office  for  the  said 
"County  of  Sussex, 

"The  members  chosen,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  are,  for 
*'  New  Castle  County,  John  Clark  and  Robert  Bryan,  Esquires  : 
"  for  Kent  County,  Philip  Barratt  and  John  Cook,  Esouires  ;  and 
"for  the  County  of  Sussex,  Simon  KoUock  and  Joseph  Hall,  Es- 

*  *  quires, 

'^Resolved,  That  the  committees  respectively  be  directed  to 
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*  *  report  the  sums  of  money  in  specie  and  paper  which  are  in  the 
**said  offices. 

'*  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

* '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CV  k  of  Assembly,  * ' 

And  thereupon  the  Council,  on  their  part,  have  nominated  the 
following  persons  to  join  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, to  wit :  For  New  Castle  County,  John  Thompson,  Esq. ;  for 
Kent  County,  John  Baning,  Esq. ;  and  for  the  County  of  Sussex, 
John  Clowes,  Esq. 

JOHN  CLOWES,  Speaker. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  the  said  resolution,  with  the 
concurrence  and  appointment  of  the  Council  thereto,  to  the  House 
of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  waited  on  the  Council 
and  informed  them  that  the  House  of  Assembly  were  ready  to 
receive  them  and  proceed  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be 
balloted  for  as  Delegates  to  Congress  and  Purcnasers  for  the 
Army  within  this  State,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  Council  then  met  the  House  of  Assembly,  in  the  Assem- 
bly Room,  and  then  and  there  put  in  nomination  for  the  said 
offices  divers  persons,  whose  names  were  taken  down  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  members  of  both  Houses. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  now  separate,  and  meet 
again,  in  the  Assembly  Room,  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock, 
to  ballot  for  the  officers  aforesaid. 

Then  the  Council  withdrew,  and  adjourned  till  three  o'clock, 
P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Baning  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  committed 
to  him,  according  to  order. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  bill  for  raising  one 
million  three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars,  now  reported 
divers  amendments  to  the  said  bill,  which,  by  order,  were  read, 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Patterson  return  the  said  bill  and  trans- 
scribed  amendments  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Patterson  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  to  prevent  non-jurors  and 
other  disqualified  persons  from  voting  at  any  election  within  this 
State,  was  referred,  having  considered  the  same,  now  reported  it 
as  their  opinion  that  the  said  bill  should  be  rejected,  and  further 
prayed  leave  to  bring  in  a  new  bill,  in  lieu  thereof,  which  was 
^janted  ;  whereupon  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  better  secur- 
mg  elections  withm  this  State,*'  was  laid  on  the  table. 


On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  anc 
rred  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  lo  o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  December  22d,  1779. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Houston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Chair  an  account  of  Charles  Ridgely,  Esq. ,  of  cash 
paid  for  wood  and  house  rent  for  eight  Continental  soldiers  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Skillington,  amounting  to  forty-five 
pounds  ;  which,  by  order,  was  read  and  allowed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  the  said  account  to  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

Who,  upon  his  return,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  waited  on  the  Council 
and  informed  them  that  the  House  of  Assembly  were  ready  to 
receive  the  Council  and  proceed  to  the  balloting  for  persons  as 
Delegates  to  Congress  and  Purchasers  for  the  Army  within  this 
State,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

Then  the  Council  met  the  House  of  Assembly,  in  the  Assem- 
bly Room,  and  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  officers  aforesaid  out 
01  the  persons  before  put  into  nomination,  and  upon  examining 
the  box  containing  the  ballots  it  appeared  that  John  Dickinson, 
Nicholas  Vandyke,  and  George  Read,  Esquires,  were  declared 
duly  elected  Delegates  from  this  State  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  for  the  ensuing  year  ;  and  Thomas  Duff,  Esc[., 
was  declared  duly  elected  Purchaser  for  the  Army  of  the  said 
United  States  for  and  in  the  County  of  New  Castle  ;  John  Cook, 
Esq.,  was  declared  duly  elected  Purchaser  for  the  said  Army  for 
and  in  the  County  of  Kent ;  and  Simon  Kollock,  Esq.,  was  de- 
clared duly  elected  Purchaser  for  the  said  Army  for  and  in  the 
County  of  Sussex. 

Then  both  Houses  separated,  and  the  Council  adjourned  till  3 
o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Bassett  attended,  and  made  his  excuse  for  his  non-attend- 
ance at  an  earlier  day,  which  was  admitted. 

Mr.  Youne,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  supplementary  act  to  the  Militia  act ;  which, 
by  order,  was  read  the  nrst  time. 

Mr.  John  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  the  appointment  of  Trustees  of  the 
several  General  Loan  Offices. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  Militia  act  was  read « a  second 
time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Bassett,  Polk  and  Collins,  to  report 
thereon. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  the  appointment  of  Trustees  of  the  several  General 
Loan  Offices  was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Cantwell,  Patterson  and  Conwell,  to  report  thereon. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  lo  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  December  23,  1779. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  for  the  appointment  of  Trustees 
of  the  several  General  Loan  Offices  was  referred,  now  reported  an 
amendment  to  the  same  ;  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill  and  transcribed  amendments. 
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Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  supplementary  bill 
to  the  Militia  act,  now  reported  some  amendments  to  the  same ; 
which,  by  order,  were  read,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  trans- 
cribed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  and  amendments  be  sent  for  con- 
currence to  the  House  of  Assembly,  by  Mr.  Baning. 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members,  except  Mr. 
Bassett. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  Council  appointed  to  view 
and  report  the  situation  of  the  barracks  and  works  on  Christiana 
Creek,  in  conjunction  with  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, was  read  a  second  time  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

The  committee  which  was  appointed  to  join  the  committee  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  to  view  the  guard  house,  magazine  and 
works  on  Christiana  Creek,  near  the  Borough  of  Wilmin^on, 
now  report  that  they  had  viewed  the  same,  and  are  of  opmion 
there  is  not  any  necessity  for  keeping  them  in  repair  ;  therefore 
recommend  that,  as  the  barracks  and  wood  part  of  the  maga- 
zine are  useless  and  going  to  ruin,  they  ought  to  be  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  State. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Joseph  Stidham  be  and  he  is  hereby  em- 
powered to  make  public  safe  of  the  wood  part  of  said  works,  and 
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that  he  make  return  of  his  proceedings  in  the  premises  to  the 
General  Assembly  at  their  next  meeting. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantwell  dehver  the  foregoing  report  and 
resolution  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Cantwell  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order 

Mr.  Bryan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  appointment  of  Trustees  of  the 
General  Loan  Offices,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by 
the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly^  and  a  propo- 
sition of  that  House  for  filling  up  the  blanks  for  the  Trustees' 
names  in  the  said  bill 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  letter  from  the  President 
of  Congress  to  the  President  of  this  State,  of  the  22d  November, 
inclosing  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  19th  of  the  same  month, 
recommending  to  the  several  States  to  enact  laws  for  establishing 
a  general  limitation  of  prices  throughout  their  respective  juris- 
dictions ;  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  of  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts  Bay,  &c.  ;  and  a  letter  from  the  President  of  the 
said  convention  to  the  President  of  this  State  on  the  same  sub* 
ject,  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Commissioners  to  attend  a  convention  at  Philadelphia  for 
the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  said  resolution  of  Congress, 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  to  prohibit 
the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this  State. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  empowering  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  to  draw 
an  order  for  the  payment  of  the  Militia. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  the  payment  of  the  monies  which  have  arisen  from 
the  sale  of  forfeited  estates  into  the  State  Treasury. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  appointing  an  Auditor  General  of  Accounts, 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  foregoing  letters,  the  act  of  Congress,  and  the  proceedings 
of  the  convention  of  Massachusetts  Bay  respecting  a  general  lim- 
itation of  prices,  were  read. 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  1779-  495 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  attend 
a  convention  in  Philadelphia  in  order  to  consider  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  a  general  limitation  of  prices,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  de- 
ferred for  consideration  until  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  proposition  for  filling  up  the  blanks  in  the  bill  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Trustees  of  the  ueneral  Loan  Offices,  was  read  the 
first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  empowering  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  to 
draw  orders  for  the  payment  of  the  Militia,  was  read  the  first 
time. 

By  special  order,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read  a  second 
time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Thursday,  A.  M.,  December  23d,  1779. 
'*On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  of  the  General 
'*  Assembly  draw  an  order  on  the  Trustee  of  the  General  Loan 
*'  Office  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  in  favor  of  John  Clowes,  of  the 
'*said  county,  Esq.,  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  two  hundred 
**  pounds,  out  of  any  public  monies  in  the  said  office,  except 
'*  principal  money  emitted  to  be  let  out  on  loan,  to  be  applied 
"by  the  said  John  Clowes  in  discharging  a  balance  due  to  the 
"  Militia  of  the  said  County  of  Sussex  ;  the  said  John  Clowes  to 
"be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  thereof,  and  to  render  an 
"account  of  his  proceedings  in  the  premises  to  the  General  As- 
"sembly  at  their  next  meeting. 

*  *  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  also  draw  an  order  on  the 
' '  State  Treasurer,  for  the  sum  of  three  thousand  six  hundred 
"pounds,  in  favor  of  Philip  Barratt,  of  the  County  of  Kent,  Esq., 
"  to  be  by  him  applied  in  discharging  the  debts  heretofore  agreed 
"by  the  General  Assembly  due  to  me  Militia  of  the  said  County 
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**  of  Kent ;  the  said  Philip  Barratt  to  be  accountable  for  the  ex- 
**penditure  thereof,  and  to  render  an  account  of  his  proceedings 
"  m  tJie  premises  to  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  meeting. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly,  *  * 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  for  the  payment  of  the  monies  arising  from  the 
sale  of  forfeited  estates  into  the  State  Treasury,  was  read  the  first 
time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  deferred 
for  consideration  until  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  an  Auditor  General  of 
Accounts,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  de- 
ferred for  consideration  until  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions,  was  read  the 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Collins,  Polk  and  Patterson,  to  report  thereon 
to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  December  24th,  1779. 
The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  resolution  for  the 
payment  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  of  forfeited  estates 
mto  the  State  Treasury,  and  an  amendment  was  proposed  and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Con  well  return  the  said  resolution  and 
amendment  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  concurrence,  with  the 
resolution  empowering  the  Speakers. to  draw  orders  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Militia  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House  directing  the 
Speakers  of  both  Houses  to  inform  the  persons  chosen  Delegates 
from  this  State  to  Congress  of  their  appointment,  and  request 
their  answer  as  to  their  acceptance  of  the  said  appointment. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read  the 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
curred in,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

**  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 
*' Friday,  A.  M.,  December  24th,  1779. 
'  *  On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  Council  and  House  of 
**  Assembly  be  requested  to  give  information  to  Messrs.  Dickin- 
**son  and  Read  ol  their  appointment,  by  the  General  Assembly, 
**to  represent  this  State  as  Delegates  in  the  Congress  of  the 
**  United  States  of  America,  and  request  their  answer. 

*•  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

'  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CV  k  of  Assembly, ' ' 

63 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Patterson  return  the  foregoing  resolution, 
concurred  in  by  the  Council,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Patterson,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof 
accordinj^  to  order. 

Mr.  Cook,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
the  resolution  for  the  payment  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale 
of  forfeited  estates,  &c, ,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto 
by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembl}'- ;  and  the 
said  resolution,  as  amended ,  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz  : 


'•  In  the  House  of  Assembly. 
**  Wednesday,  A.  M.,  December  22,  1779. 


**0n  motion, 


'* Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  Forfeited  Estates  be 
'  *  directed  forthwith  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  Samuel  Patterson, 
'*Esq-,  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  the  balance  of  the  money 
'  *  which  has  arisen  by  the  sale  of  those  estates  by  them  made, 
* '  after  deducting  their  commissions  and  the  sums  ordered  by  the 
'*  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  maintenance 
'*  and  support  of  the  wives  and  children  of  the  persons  who  have 
' '  forfeited  the  same,  and  the  debts  against  said  estates,  if  any  ; 
''and  that  the  said  commissioners  be  directed  to  attend  the  Gen- 
' '  eral  Assembly,  at  their  next  meeting,  to  render  an  account  of 
*  *  their  proceedings  in  the  premises. 


'  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
'  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
Cr  k  of  Assembly:' 


Ordered,  That  Mr  Baning  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 

Assembly,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto. 

Mr.  Baning  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  resolution  respecting 
the  appointment  of  an  Auditor  General  of  Accounts,  and  an 
amendment  was  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the  said 
resolution,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  concurrence,  by  Mr. 
Hyatt. 
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Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  proposition  for  filling  up  the  blanks  in  the  bill  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Trustees  of  the  several  Loan  Offices  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  Mr.  Bassett  moved  that  the  name  of  John  Rod- 
ney, Esq.,  of  the  County  of  Sussex,  should  be  inserted  in  the 
stead  of  David  Hall,  Esq. ;  and  the  same  being  seconded,  the 
question  was  put  and  earned  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Collins  then  required  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  above 
question.     They  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

For  the  question — Mr.  Collins,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Patterson,  Mr. 
Baning. 

Against  the  question — Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Conwell,  Mr.  Cantwell, 
Mr.  Hyatt. 

The  Council  being  divided,  the  Speaker  gave  the  casting  voice. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  foregoing  bill  and  proposi- 
tion, agreed  to  by  the  Council,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  fore- 
going papers  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
provisions  was  referred,  now  reported  sundry  amendments  to  the 
same ;  which,  by  order,  were  read,  considered,  and  debated,  and 
the  same  not  being  a^eed  to,  the  said  bill  was  recommitted  to 
the  same  committee,  with  the  addition  of  Mr.  Bassett. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  resolutions  of  the 
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House  of  Assembly  for  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to 
attend  a  convention  in  Philadelphia  lo  deliberate  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  a  general  limitation  of  prices  throughout  the  jurisdiction 
of  tfie  respective  States,  and  proposed  some  amendments  thereto; 
which  were  read,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  resolutions  and  proposed  amendments 
be  sent  for  concurrence  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  by  Mr.  Col- 
lins. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Mr.  Collings,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre* 
sented  to  the  Chair  a  letter  addressed  from  George  Read,  Esq., 
declining  his  acceptance  of  his  appointment  as  one  of  the  Dele* 
^ates  from  this  State  to  Congress  ;  and  also  the  letter  of  resigna- 
tion of  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  of  his  appointment  of  Commis- 
sary-General of  Prisoners  for  this  State,  with  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  nominating  persons  to  be  balloted  for  to 
supply  tlie  places  of  George  Read,  Esq.,  as  a  Delegate  from  this 
State  to  Congress,  and  of  George  Craghead,  Esq,,  as  Commis- 
sary-General of  Prisoners  for  this  State. 

Mr  Stidham,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  amending  the  laws  for  establishing  fees. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  letter  from  George  Read, 
Esq.,  and  the  resignation  of  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  were  sev- 
erally read. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  for  nominating  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  a 
Delegate  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress  in  the  room  of 
George  Read»  Esq.,  and  a  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners  in 
the  room  of  George  Craghead,  Esq, »  were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
curred in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

**In  the  House  of  Assembly,  24th  Feb.,  P.  M.,  1779. 
'*  On  motion, 
*' Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  meet  this  evening  at 
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**  seven  o'clock,  in  the  Assembly  Room,  for  the  purpose  of  nom- 
"inating  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  a  Delegate  to  represent 
**this  State  in  Congress  in  the  place  of  George  Read,  Esq.,  who 

*  •  has  declined  to  serve. 

*'On  motion, 

**Resolvedy  That  the  resignation  of  George  Craghead,  Esq., 
*'  of  the  appointment  of  Commissary-General  of  Pri^ners  for  this 

*  *  State,  signified  to  the  General  Assembly  by  his  letter  of  the 
**  twentieth  of  October  last,  be  accepted,  and  that  proper  persons 
**  be  nominated  at  the  time  aforesaid  to  be  balloted  for  to  supply 
* '  his  place. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes.  GEO.  LATIMER, 

**  Sent  for  concurrence.  Ci'k  pro  tempV 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Polk  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the 
for^^ing  resolutions,  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  with  the  letters 
addressed  from  George  Read  and  George  Craghead,  Esquires. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accord- 
ing to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  the  amending  the  laws  for  establishing  fees  was 
read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  in- 
formed the  Council  that  the  House  of  Assembly  were  ready  to 
receive  them  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  represent  this  otate 
in  Congress  in  the  room  of  George  Read,  Esq.,  who  hath  de- 
clined to  serve,  and  also  for  a  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners 
in  the  room  of  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  who  hath  resigned  his 
appointment. 

The  Council  now  met  the  House  of  Assembly,  in  the  Assembly 
Room,  to  put  in  nomination  persons  for  each  of  the  said  offices, 
when  one  person  only  for  each  of  the  said  appointments  was  put 
in  nomination. 

On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  as  but  one  person  for  each  of  the  said  appoint- 
ments is  put  in  nomination,  the  General  Assembly  proceed  to 
bdlot  for  the  same  forthwith. 
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The  General  Assembly  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  said 
officers,  and  the  box  contaimng  the  ballots  being  examined  in 
the  presence  of  the  members,  it  appeared  that  the  Honorable 
Thomas  McKean,  Esquire,  was  declared  unanimously  elected  a 
Delegate  from  this  State  to  Congress  in  the  room  of  George 
Read,  Esq.,  who  hath  declined  to  serve  ;  and  that  Major  Henr^* 
Fisher  was  declared  unanimously  elected  Commissary -General  of 
Prisoners  for  this  State  in  the  place  of  George  Craghead,  Esq., 
who  hath  resigned. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Houses  now  separate. 

Then  the  Council  withdrew. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  the  amending  the  laws  for  establishing  fees  was 
read  a  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Speaker  and  Messrs.  Bas- 
sett  and  Patterson*  to  report  thereon  to-morrow  morning. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  their  message  in  an- 
swer to  an  answer  from  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  30th 
October  last  to  a  message  from  the  Council  of  the  28th  of  the 
said  month,  and  the  same  was  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A,  M.,  December  25th,  1779. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Commissioners  to  attend  a  convention  in  Philadel- 
phia for  fixing  a  general  limitation  of  prices,  and  the  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  William  Killen,  Es<^,,  Auditor  General  of 
Accounts,  with  the  amendments  to  the  said  resolutions  acceded 
to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 
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On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  resolutions  were  severally 
read,  as  amended,  and  concurred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Tuesday,  P.  M.,  December  21,  1779. 
*'On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  Commissioners  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
**this  State,  by  a  joint  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly 
'  *  thereof,  to  meet  Commissioners  from  the  States  of  New  Hamp- 
"  shire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
'*York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  in 
"convention  at  Philadelphia  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  January 

*  *  next,  then  and  there  to  unite  with  them  in  considering  the  ex- 

*  *  pediency  of  limiting  the  prices  of  merchandise,  produce  and 
'  *  labor  ;  and  if  the  said  convention  judge  such  a  measure  neces- 
* '  sary,  to  proceed  with  them  to  limit  the  prices  of  the  said  arti- 
"cles  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  best  adapted  to  the  situation 
' '  and  circumstances  of  the  several  States ;  and  that  they  make 
* '  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  said  convention  to  the  Legis- 
"  lature  of  this  State  at  their  next  meeting. 

**That  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress  and  George 
•'Latimer,  of  the  County  of  New  Castie,  Esq.,  or  any  two  of 
' '  them,  be  and  are  hereby  appointed  Commissioners  on  the  part 
' '  of  this  State  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

* '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly, ' ' 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Thursday,  P.  M.,  December  23,  1779. 

*  *  Whereas  the  present  mode  of  stating  and  settiing  the 
"accounts  which  arise  against  this  State  and  the  accounts  be- 
**  tween  this  State  and  the  United  States  of  America,  is  found  to 
' '  be  very  inconvenient  and  expensive ;  therefore 

''Resolved,  That  William  Killen,  of  Kent  County,  Esq.,  be 
* '  and  hereby  is  appointed  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  to  whom  all 
* '  the  accounts  aforesaid  are  hereafter  to  be  delivered,  with  their 
'  *  vouchers,  which  are  to  be  by  him  properly  stated  and  laid  be- 
"fore  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  or  some  other  subse- 
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**quent  meeting,  for  their  consideration  and  inspection;  who 
' '  shsdl,  for  his  trouble  in  doing  and  performing  the  above  men- 
**  tioned  service,  be  allowed  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds. 

'*  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

* '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly.  * ' 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  establishing 
fees,  now  reported  sundry  amendments  thereto;  which,  by  order, 
were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  the  second  time,  agreed 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met. 


Ordered^  That  Mr.  Baning  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  foregoing  bill  for  establishing  fees,  with  the  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Baning  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
provisions  was  referred,  now  made  their  report  thereon,  that  the 
said  bill  should  be  rejected,  and  brought  in  another  bill  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid  ;  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  same  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs,  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  amending  the  laws  for  establishing 
fees,  &c. ,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council 
disagreed  to  in  part  and  in  part  agreed  to,  together  with  an  addi- 
tional paper  of  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly 
to  the  said  bill. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantwell  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions,  as  rejected 
by  the  Council,  and  another  bill  proposed  in  lieu  thereof  by  the 
Council ;  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Commissioners  to  attend  a  convention  in  Phila- 
delphia for  fixing  a  general  limitation  of  prices,  and  also  the 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  an  Auditor  General,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Council  respectively  thereto. 

Mr.  Cantwell,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

On  motion,  the  Council  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  them  to  the  bill  for  the  amending  the  laws 
for  establishing  fees,  and  the  additional  paper  of  amendments 
proposed  to  the  same  bill  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  the 
same  being  considered  and  debated,  the  Council  adhered  to  their 
amendments,  and  agreed  that  a  message,  stating  the  reasons  of 
their  adherence,  should  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assemblv  ; 
whereupon  the  following  was  accordinp^ly  drawn  up  at  the  table, 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed,  viz  : 

Geutleiueti : 

The  Council  adhere  to  their  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill 
for  amending  the  laws  for  establishing  fees,  and  of  course  reject 
your  additional  amendments,  and  are  extremely  sorry  they  find 
themselves  constrained  so  to  do.  The  reasons  inducing  the 
Council  to  adhere  to  their  amendments,  among  many  others  that 
might  be  advanced,  are,  that  they  conceive,  whenever  it  is 
thought  necessary  by  the  Legislature  to  increase  officers*  fees, 
that  It  ought  to  be  general  and  not  partial,  which,  they  appre- 
hend, would  be  the  case  were  they  to  recede  from  their  amend- 
ments proposed  and  give  a  passage  to  the  bill.  The  Council  are 
fully  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  such  a  bill,  and  therefore 
would  willingly  give  up  any  matter,  rather  than  that  it  should 
be  lost,  that  was  consistent  with  their  idea  of  justice.  But  they 
humbly  conceive  it  would  argue  partiality  in  them,  at  the  same 
time  they  are  providing  for  other  ofiicers  of  less  consequence  not 
to  provide  for  the  officers  filling  the  several  Courts  of  Common 
Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  in  this  State,  when,  in  their  opinion, 
those  officers  are  as  necessary,  and  those  courts  rather  of  more 
consequence  than  any  others  in  the  State.     We  could  wish  your 
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honorable  House  would  reconsider  the  amendments  proposed, 
and  if  the  same  idea  should  impress  your  minds  that  does  theirs 
upon  this  subject,  they  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  readily  accede 
to  their  amendments. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Council, 

JOHN  CLOWES,  Speaker. 

Wilmington,  December  25,  1779. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Collins  return  the  foregoing  bill  and  its 
amendments  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  the  foregoing  mes- 
sage. 

Mr.  Collins,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above 

papers  according  to  order. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Polk  deliver  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the 
bill  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Adams,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  re- 
turned the  bill  for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  provisions  from 
this  State,  as  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  rejected 
by  the  Council,  with  the  bill  offered  by  the  Council  in  lieu  thereof 
and  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly 
to  the  last  mentioned  bill  ;  which  amendments  were  read  and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bills  and  their  amendments  be  sent  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Polk. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions  from 
this  State,  in  order  to  be  engrossed. 

Ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  message  from  the  Council,  by  w*ay  of  answer  to  the  an- 
swer of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  30th  of  October  last. 
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Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair,  at  eleven  o'clock  this  evening,  a  resolution  of 
that  House  noticing  the  Council  of  their  intention  to  adjourn  this 
evening,  accompanied  with  the  following  verbal  message,  viz  : 

*  *  Gentlemen  : 

'  *  The  House  of  Assembly  have  maturely  considered  your  mes- 

*  *  sage  respecting  the  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill  to  amend 

*  *  the  laws  of  this  State  for  establishing  the  salaries  and  fees  of 

*  *  the  civil  officers,  and  cannot  accede  to  the  said  amendments ; 
* '  but  this  House,  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  such  a  law,  are 
**  willing  to  enact  the  same  as  it  now  stands,  and  request  to  know 
'  *  the  opinion  of  your  honorable  House  on  the  said  bill  in  its  pres- 
**ent  form. 

**  Wilmington,  December  25,  1779.'* 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  resolution  for  the  adjournment  to 
Lewes-town  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this 
State,  &c.,  bemg  engrossed,  was  read  and  compared,  and  or- 
dered to  be  sent,  by  Mr.  Bassett,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  in 
order  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  thereof 

Mr.  Bassett  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  adjournment 
to  Lewes-town  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  deliver  to  the  House  of  Assemblv 
the  bill  for  amending  the  laws  for  establishing  fees,  and  its  amena- 
ments,  with  the  following  verbal  message,  viz  : 

Gentlemen: 

The  Council  have  given  you  their  reasons  for  not  receding 
from  their  proposed  amendments  to  the  bill"  for  amending  the 
laws  for  establishing  fees,  which  they  think  are  cogent;  and  while 
they  continue  of  that  opinion,  you  may  rely  they  never  will  pass 
the  bill  on  your  terms. 

Wilmington,  December  25,  1779. 
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Mr.  Bassett,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers 

committed  to  him  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  lo  o*dock. 


Monday,  A.  M.»  December  27th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr,  Pat- 
terson, 

Mr.  John  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly^  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  introducing  economy  in  pur* 
chasing  supplies  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  with  a  paper 
of  amendments  proposed  thereto. 

The  same  member  also  deHvered  a  resolution  of  that  House  for 
affixing  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  seven  laws,  passed  Decem- 
ber, 1779,  with  the  laws  therein  mentioned. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
nineteenth  of  November,  1779,  respecting  a  general  limitation  of 
prices,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  resolutions  founded 
thereon,  viz  : 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  nineteenth  day  of 
November  it  is,  among  other  tlimgs,  declared  that  such  States 
as  have  neglected  to  pass  laws  for  the  limitation  of  prices  reduc- 
ing the  several  matters  and  things  therein  mentioned  to  a  sum 
not  exceeding  twenty  fold  of  the  prices  current  through  the  vari- 
ous seasons  of  the  year  1774,  in  order  that  such  State  who  may 
neglect  or  refuse  should  respectively  be  charged  in  the  public 
accounts  with  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  difference  of  prices 
paid  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  February,  1780.  in  such 
States  and  those  in  which  such  laws  should  have  been  enacted ; 
thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  said  act  of  Congress  above  mentioned  is 
considered,  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State^  to  be  an  infringe- 
ment on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  and  inconsistent 
with  the  freedom  and  independency  thereof 
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Resolved  also,  That  the  Delegates  be  instructed  by  the  General 
Assembly  to  endeavor  as  soon  as  possible  to  procure  a  repeal  of 
the  said  act  of  Congress,  and  that  their  instructions  be  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Legislature  of  this  State  humblv  conceive  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, passed  the  nineteenth  day  of  November,  respecting  the 
charging  any  State  with  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  difference 
of  prices  over  and  above  twenty  fold  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  February,  1780,  to  be  an  infringement  on  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  inconsistent  with  the  freedom  and  independence  thereof; 
therefore  you  are  hereby  requested  to  endeavor  to  procure  a  re- 
peal of  that  part  of  the  said  act  of  Congress  as  soon  as  possible. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  resolutions  be  transcribed  and  sent 
for  concurrence  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  together  with  the 
above  recited  act  of  Congress  of  the  19th  November,  and  the 
letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  the  President  of  this 
State,  by  Mr.  Cantwell. 

Mr.  Young,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered a  resolution  of  that  House  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill  for 
amending  the  laws  for  establishing  fees  ;  which,  by  order,  was 
read,  concurred  in,  and  follows  in  uiese  words,  viz : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Monday,  A.  M.,  December  27,  1779. 
**On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  it  be  proposed  to  the  Council  to  appoint  a 
''committee  of  their  body  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  this 
''House  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  2d,  6th,  7th,  loth,  12th, 
"  13th,  15th  and  1 6th  amendments,  proposed  by  the  Council  to 
' '  the  bill  for  amending  the  laws  for  establishing  the  salaries  and 
' '  fees  to  the  civil  officers,  &c. ,  and  also  the  subsequent  paper  of 
"amendments  proposed  by  this  House  to  the  said  bill.  The 
"  committee  chosen  on  the  part  of  this  House' are  Messrs.  Bryan, 
"  Peery  and  Waples. 

"  Elxtract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  Crk  of  Assembly.'' 
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And  thereupon  the  Council  have  nominated,  on  their  part, 
Messrs.  Bassett,  Hyatt,  and  Collins  a  committee  to  confer  with 
the  said  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject 
matter  of  the  amendments  above  mentioned. 

Ordered^  That  the  foregoing  resolution,  with  the  concurrence 
and  appointment  of  the  Council  thereto,  be  returned  to  the  House 
of  A^mbly  by  Mr.  Hyatt. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  report  of  the  committee  for  adjusting  the  State 
Treasurer's  accounts,  with  the  said  accounts  and  vouchers,  for 
concurrence. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met 

Mr.  Patterson  appeared  in  the  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  seven  laws  passed 
this  session  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read  the  second 
time,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

'*  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Sunday,  December  26,  1779. 
**On  motion, 

^^ Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
**  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws,  to  wit : 

I.     "An  act  to  prevent  forestalling  and  engrossing,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned  ;' ' 
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2.  **An  act  for  the  appointment  of  Trustees  of  the  General 
Loan  Offices  in  the  respective  Counties  of  this  State  ;** 

3.  **A  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the  establish- 
ing a  Militia  within  this  State  ;'  '* 

4.  **An  act  for  raising  one  million  three  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  dollars  in  the  Delaware  State  between  the  first  day  of 
February  and  the  first  day  of  October  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned;'* 

5.  **An  act  for  the  amendment  of  an  act  entided  *A  supple- 
mentary act  to  the  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the  more  effectual 
ascertaming  and  fixing  the  limits  of  the  several  Counties  within, 
this  Government,  and  for  removing  some  inconveniences  that 
may  arise  by  the  late  establishment  of  the  boundaries  and  divis- 
ional lines  between  the  same  and  Maryland  ;*  *  * 

6.  **A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the  more  easy 
and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts  ;'  '* 

7.  **An  act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions  fixnn  this 
State  beyond  the  seas  for  a  limited  time." 

'*  Extract  fi-om  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly,  * ' 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  resolution  and  the  laws  therein 
mentioned  be  respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council ; 
which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  same  were  ordered  to  be  re- 
turned by  Mr.  Polk  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  adjust  the  State 
Treasurers  accounts  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  agreed 
to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
by  Mr.  Polk,  together  with  the  public  accounts  and  vouchers. 

The  committee  appointed  by  Council  to  confer  with  a  com- 
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mittee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  bill  for  amending  the 
laws  for  establishing  fees,  and  the  subsequent  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  same  bill,  now  delivered 
their  report  at  the  table  ;  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time, 

Messrs,  Polk  and  Cantwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the 
several  papers  respectively  committed  to  them  according  to 
order. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill  for  introducing  economy  in 
the  purchasing  supplies  for  the  army»  and  the  same  being  consid- 
ered and  debated  were  rejected  by  the  Council 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bil]  and  amendments  be  returned,  by 
Mr.  Polk,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  amending  the  laws  for  estabhshing 
fees,  Slc,  with  tlie  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  and  the 
amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  amendments  were  read  the  first 
time. 

By  speciaJ  order,  the  same  were  read  the  second  time>  con- 
sidered and  rejected  by  the  Council 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  bill  and  report,  with  the  amend- 
ments proposed  thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  rejected 
by  the  Council,  be  returned  to  that  House  by  Mr.  Polk. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  pa* 

pers  committed  to  him  according  to  order. 

The  Council  now  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for 
as  a  Privy  Councillor,  when  several  persons  were  named  for  that 
office,  and  their  names  taken  down  for  consideration,  to  be  bal- 
loted for  to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  lo  o'clock. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  December  28th,  1779. 
The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Houston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  empow- 
ering the  President  to  take  measures  for  the  more  speeay  supply- 
ing the  army. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read  the 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and  an 
amendment  was  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  and  proposed  amendment 
be  sent,  for  concurrence,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Pat- 
terson. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

The  Council,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  to 
ballot  for  a  Privy  Councillor,  and  the  box  containing  the  ballots 
being  examined,  it  appeared  that  Tames  Raymond,  of  Kent 
County,  Esq.,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected. 

Mr.  Stidham,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  amending  the  laws  for  establishing 
fees,  and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto;  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference,  and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto 
by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  rejected  by  the  Council,  receded 
from  by  that  House,  with  a  paper  of  further  amendments  proposed 
to  the  same  report  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolution 
empowering  the  President  to  take  measures  for  the  more  speedy 
supplying  the  army,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by 
the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  made 
therein. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  further  amendments 
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proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  report  of  the  com* 
mittee  of  conference,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein  agreed 
to  all  the  aforesaid  amendments  except  the  amendment  for  allow- 
ing a  salary  of  one  thousand  pounds  to  the  Attorney  General. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Patterson  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  bill  for  amending  the  laws  for  establishing  fees,  and  the 
foregoing  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  and  the  amend- 
ments proposed  to  each  respectively. 

Mr,  Patterson  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above  papers  accord- 
ing to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  empowering  the  President  to  take  measures  for 
the  more  speedy  supplying  the  army  was  read,  as  amended,  and 
concurred  m,  and  is  as  follows^  viz : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
'*  Monday,  P»  M,,  December  27,  1779, 
* '  On  motion, 

*' Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  this 
**  State  be  and  hereby  is  empowered,  in  the  recess  of  the  General 
**  Assembly*  to  take  such  measures,  on  application  of  Congress^ 
'*  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Continental  Army,  or  the  Com- 
* '  missary  or  Quartermaster  General  of  the  said  Army,  for  imme- 
"  diately  supplying  provisions  or  forage  for  the  use  of  the  same, 
'*and  issue  such  orders  to  all  and  every  person  within  this  State 
'*  concerned  in  the  purchasing  supplies  for  the  said  army,  for  the 
' '  purpose  of  procuring  and  forwarding  the  same,  as  the  e.xigency 
' '  of  the  case  may  require  ;  and  in  case  the  said  purchaser,  or  any 
' '  of  them,  refuse  or  neglect  to  obey  and  execute  such  orders,  the 
' '  President  is  hereby  also  empowered  to  suspend  such  officer  and 
* '  appoint  another  in  his  place. 


*'  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
* '  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
Cr  k  of  Assemblyr 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  foregoing  resolution,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto,  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. 
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Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  thedelivery  thereof  accord- 
ing to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  December  29th,  1779. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs.  Polk 
and  Conwell. 

Mr.  John  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  the  engrossed  bill  for  amending  the  laws  for 
establishing  the  salaries  and  fees  of  the  civil  officers  of  this  State, 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  together  with 
the  original  bill  and  its  amendments,  in  order  that  the  same  may 
be  compared  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  with  a 
resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  said  bill. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  for  raising  the 
officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  in  rotation,  &c. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  allowing  each 
officer  of  the  said  regiment  a  hat. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  empowering  the 
Speakers  of  both  Houses  to  draw  for  ten  thousand  pounds  in 
favor  of  the  Clothier-General. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  amending  the  laws  for  establishing  the  salaries  and 
fees  of  the  civil  officers  of  this  State,  &c.,  was  read,  compared 
and  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council ;  which 
was  accordingly  done;  whereupon  Mr.  Bassett  entered  the  fol- 
lowing protest  against  the  said  biU,  viz  : 

Whereas  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  amendment  of  the 
laws  for  establishing  the  salaries  and  allowances  to  the  President, 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  Justices  of  the  Courts  of 
Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  of  this  State,  and  the  fees 
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of  the  other  civil  officers  thereinafter  mentioned,  and  the  allow* 
ances  to  jurors  and  witnesses/*  has  been  engrossed  and  signed 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  and  sent  to  the  Coun* 
cil,  in  order  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  same,  with  a 
clause  therein  contained  not  warranted  by  any  amendment  or 
proposition  agreed  to  by  the  General  Assembly,  which  proceed* 
jngs  I  conceive  to  be  illegal  and  unjustifiable,  I  do  therefore 
hereby  protest  against  the  same,  and  pray  tfiat  tliis  protest  may 
be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  Council. 


RICHARD  BASSETT. 


On  motion,  by  order^ 


The  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  foregoing  last 
mentioned  bill  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 


**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
*' Tuesday,  P.  M,,  December  29,  1779. 


'  On  motion, 


** Resolved^  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
**  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  law,  to  wit : 

"  'An  act  for  the  amendment  of  the  la\*'s  for  establishing  the 
'*  salaries  and  allowances  to  the  President,  Justices  of  the  Su- 
"  preme  Court  and  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and 
* '  Orphans'  Courts  of  this  State,  and  the  fees  of  the  other  civil 
*'  officers  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  the  allowances  to  jurors  and 
' '  witnesses.  * 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
' '  Sent  for  concurrence. 
On  motion,  by  order. 


JAS,  BOOTH, 
Cr  k  of  Assembly^' 


The  resolution  for  raising  the  officers  in  the  Delaware  Re^- 
ment  in  rotation  was  read* and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 


*  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
■'Tuesday,  R  M.,  December  28,  1779, 


"On  motion, 


"'Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  in  the 
"Continental  Army  be  raised,  in  rotation,  so  as  to  fill  up  the 
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* '  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
**  Charles  Pope,  who  has  resig^ned  his  office  therein  ;  and  that  the 
*'  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  be  requested  to  transmit  a 
"copy  of  this  resolution  to  the  Board  of  War. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

*'JAS.  BOOTH,  Cr  k  of  Assembly^ 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  allowing  each 
officer  in  the  Delaware  Regiment  a  hat,  was  read,  concurred  in, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Tuesday,  P.  M.,  December  28,  1779. 
**On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  each  commissioned  officer  in  the  Delaware 
' '  Regiment  be  allowed  a  hat,  in  addition  to  the  clothing  hereto- 
* '  fore  allowed  them  by  the  General  Assembly,  which  the  Clothier- 
*'  General  is  hereby  directed  to  furnish. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

*'JAS.  BOOTH,  Cr  k  of  Assembly:' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  the 
Speakers  of  both  Houses  to  draw  an  order  for  ten  thousand 
pounds  in  favor  of  the  Clothier-General  was  read  the  first  time. 

Then  the  following  accounts,  brought  in  for  the  expenses  of 
the  Council,  incurred  at  their  present  meeting  for  services  ren- 
dered the  State,  were  allowed,  viz  : 

To  the  Honorable  John  Qowes,  Esq.,  Speaker,  for 

his  traveling  charges,  &c £  107    o  o 

To  William  Polk,  Esq^,  for  ditto, 75  10  o 

To  William  Conwell,  Esq. ,  for  ditto, 96    o  o 

To  John  Baning,  Esq.,  for  ditto, 45    o  o 

To  Richard  Cantwell,  Esq. ,  for  ditto, 2226 

Carried  forward, £  345  12  6 


5 1 8  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL — I  779. 

Brought  aver,  . ;^  345  12  6 

To  Mrs.  Huggins,  for  boarding  Messrs.  Collins  and 

Hyatt,  including  traveling  charges, 524  13  9 

To  Mr.  John  Lea,  for  boarding  Mr.  Bassett,  includ- 
ing traveling  charges, 185     2  6 

To  Miss  Alice  Bennett,  for  boarding  the  Honorable 
John  Clowes,  William  Conwell,  William  Polk, 

and  Benjamin  Vining,  Esquires, 980    o  o 

To  Mr.  Israel  Brown,  for  liquors,  &c., 197  10  o 

To  Mr.  Henry  Kitchen,  for  keeping  several  of  the 

members'  horses, 405    o  o 

To  Mr.  Benjamin  Vining,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  .  .  411  50 
To  Mr.  John  Thelwell,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  ....  165  5  o 
To  Mr.  John  McGonogle,  barber, 75    o  o 

;g3289     8  9 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  for  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly 
to  Lewes-town,  in  Sussex  County,  was  read  a  third  time  and  con- 
curred in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly,  December  25,  1779. 
**On  motion, 

''Resolvedy  That  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  will  meet 
**  at  the  Town  of  Lewes,  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  on  the  day  to 
'*  which  the  present  sessions  may  be  adjourned,  there  to  sit  and 
' '  transact  the  public  business. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly, ' ' 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  until  the  22d  day  of  May  next, 
to  meet  at  the  Town  of  Lewes,  in  the  County  of  Sussex. 


MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL. 


MARCH,  1780. 


VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


CALLED  SESSION,    MARCH,   1780. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Lewes,  in  the 
County  of  Sussex,  by  a  special  order  of  the  President,  on  Tues- 
day, tne  28th  day  ol  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  huncu-ed  and  eighty,  a  quorum  of  the  members  to 
form  an  House  not  attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to 
day  until  Monday,  the  3d  day  of  April,  1780. 


Monday,  April  3,  1780. 

The  Council  met.     The  following  members  attended,  viz  : 

Far  New  Castle  County — Peter  Hyatt. 

Far  Kent  Caunfy — Thomas  Collins,  John   Baning,    Richard 
Bassett 

Far  Sussex  Caunfy — The  Honorable  John  Clowes,  William 
Conwell,  William  Polk. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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The  Council  met. 


Tuesday,  April  4th,  1780* 
Present  the  same  members. 


The  writs  for  convening  the  General  Assembly  at  the  Town  of 
Lewes  not  being  laid  before  the  Council^  the  House  adjourned 
from  day  to  day  until  Friday,  the  7th  instant. 


Friday,  April  7th,  1780. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  Tuesday. 

The  Secretary  now  delivered  the  writs  for  summoning  the 
General  Assembly  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  which  by  him 
were  laid  before  the  Council  and  read  ;  and  thereupon  the 
Speaker  laid  upon  the  table  a  message  from  his  Excellency,  the 
President,  of  the  31st  March  last,  which  had  been  delivered  to 
him  by  Mr.  Stidham,  a  members  of  Assembly,  on  the  6th  instant; 
and  also  a  letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  the  President 
of  this  State,  inclosing  a  Proclamation  of  Congress  for  setting 
apart  Wednesday,  the  26th  instant,  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humilia- 
tion and  prayer,  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly;  for 
that  purpose,  founded  thereon,  which  had  been  delivered  to  him 
by  Mr.  Bryan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  on  the  4tli  instant. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  President's  message,  and  its  tnclosures,   were  severally 

read,  and  the  said  message  is  as  follows,  v\z : 

'  *  GeTiilemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

**A  circular  letter  of  the  twenty -sixth  of  February  last,  which 
' '  I  have  received  from  the  Presicient  of  Congress,  with  an  act  of 
"that  honorable  body  of  the  twenty- filth  of  the  same  month, 
"calling  upon  the  several  States  to  procure  tlieir  respective 
*  *  quotas  of  supplies  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  have,  from  the 
**  importance  of  the  subject,  determined  me,  with  advice  of  tlie 
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' '  Privy  Council,  to  convene  you  before  the  time  to  which  you 
''adjourned;  both  because  a  speedy  compliance  with  that  act, 
**and  vigorous  exertions  in  carrying  the  same  into  execution, 
**  appear  to  be  equally  obvious  and  essentially  necessary.  I  have 
**  therefore  directed  the  Secretary  to  lay  these  papers  before  your 
*  *  Honors  for  your  immediate  consideration  ;  ana  also  to  lay  be- 
**fore  you  two  acts  of  Congress  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth 
**  of  January  last,  the  former  containing  regulations  to  be  adopted 
''relating  to  prisoners  of  war,  whether  taken  by  the  Continental 
"troops  or  captured  by  the  arms  of  any  particular  State,  either 
* '  by  sea  or  land,  in  order  to  obviate  many  difficulties  occurred 
* '  for  want  of  these  general  regulations  ;  the  other  recommending 
' '  to  the  Legislature  of  each  of  the  United  States  to  make  pro- 
* '  vision,  where  the  same  is  not  already  done,  for  conferring  like 
' '  immunities  on  the  subjects  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  as  are 
"granted  to  the  subjects  of  these  States  by  divers  articles  in  the 
"treaty  of  amity  and  commerce;  and  likewise  a  recommendation 
"to  the  several  States  to  set  apart  Wednesday,  the  twenty-sixth 
' '  of  April  next,  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer. 

'  *  I  must  also  entreat  the  attention  of  your  Honors  to  an  act 
"of  Congress,  of  the  eighteenth  instant,  calling  on  the  several 
"  States  to  bring  in  the  Continental  Currency,  by  monthly  taxes, 
"or  otherwise,  as  may  best  suit  their  respective  circumstances, 
"and  making  provision  for  other  bills  to  be  issued  in  lieu  thereof, 
"under  certain  restrictions,  accompanied  by  a  circular  letter,  ad- 
"  dressed  from  the  President  of  Congress,  on  that  subject,  both 
"which  the  Secretary  will  lay  before  you  for  your  perusal  and 
"consideration,  together  with  an  act  of  Congress,  of  the  twen- 
' '  tieth  instant,  recommending  the  revision  of  such  laws  as  have 
'  *  been  passed  making  the  said  currency  a  tender  in  discharge  of 
"  debts  and  contracts.  A»the  two  last  mentioned  acts  are  of  the 
"  first  importance  to  the  inhabitants  of  America,  I  have  no  doubt 
"but  they  will  meet  your  most  serious  attention. 

"Dover,  March  31,  1780.  CJESAR  RODNEY.'' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  appointing  Wednesday,  the  26th  instant,  to  be 
observed  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer,  was  read 
the  first  time. 
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By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  concurred 
in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Tuesday,  P.  M.,  April  4,  1780. 

'*The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  act  of  Congress 
'Vrecommending  Wednesday,  the  twent>'-sixth  day  of  April  In- 
'*  stant,  to  be  set  apart  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation  and  prayer, 
'*  reported  the  following  resolution,  to  which  the  Hoose  agreed: 

**  Resolved,  That  Wednesday,  the  twenty -sixth  day  of  April 
"aforesaid,  be  set  apart  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation,  and 
'  *  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  for  the  purposes  m  the  above*recited 
"act  of  Congress  expressed,  and  that  his  Excellency,  the  Presi- 
"dent,  be  requested  to  publish  the  same  throughout  this  State, 
"  by  proclamation,  on  or  before  the  fourteenth  day  of  this  instant 


* '  Extract  from  the  minutes, 
* '  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.   BOOTH, 
CVk  of  Assembly. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  foregoing  resolution,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto,  to  the  House  of  Assembly* 
together  with  the  letter  and  proclamation  therein  referred  to  and 
accompanying  the  same. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order, 

Mr,  Bassett  applied  for  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days»  which 
was  granted  to  mm. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'dock* 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  April  8th,  1780, 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr,  Bassett  and  Mr.  Con  well. 

Doctor  MoUeston,  a  member  of  Assembly »  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  an  act  of  Congress^  of  the  13th  January 
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last,  relative  to  prisoners  of  war  brought  into  this  State,  with  a 
bill,  offered  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  founded  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  act  of  Congress,  and  the 
bill  founded  thereon,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  foregoing  bill  for  regulating  prisoners  of 
war  brought  into  this  State,  was  read  the  second  time  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  Clowes,  Polk  and  Hyatt,  to  report  thereon  on  Monday 
next. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  April  10,  1780. 
The  Council  met. 

Some  of  the  members  attending  on  a  committee,  the  Council 
adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  April  nth,  1780. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs. 
BassetQ  Cantwell,  and  Patterson. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  two  receipts  for  public  money  paid  into  the  Loan 
Office  of  Sussex  County  by  Levin  Derrickson  and  Joseph  Haz- 
zard,  commissioners  appointed  by  an  act  of  Assembly  for  the 
recovery  of  public  monies  from  the  late  Trustees  of  the  Loan 
Office  in  Sussex  County,  and  others  therein  named,  with  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  said  receipts. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  petition  from  divers  inhab- 
itants of  Appocjuinimink  Hundred,  in  New  Castle  County,  pray- 
ing leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  embanking  the  marsh  and  cripple 
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on  Morris's  Branch,  in  the  said  hundred,  toj^ether  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House  of  Assembly  and  a  biU  for  that  purpose 
founded  thereon. 

The  same  member  aJso  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  ;^353  :  7  :  6  into  the 
State  Treasury  by  Joseph  Stidham,  appointed,  by  a  resolution 
of  the  General  Assembly  at  their  last  sittine,  to  make  sale  of  the 
g;uard  house  and  wooden  part  of  the  mag^azme  in  the  Borough  of 
Wilmington,  with  an  account  of  the  sales. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  two  foregoing  receipts  for  public 
money  paid  by  Levin  Derrickson  and  Joseph  Hazzard,  Esquires, 
were  severally  read,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

'*  Received,  November  4th,  1779,  of  Messrs.  Levin  Derrick- 

**son  and  Joseph  Hazzard,  commissioners  appointed  by  act  of 
**  General  Assembly,  the  sum  of  four  thousand  four  hundred 
•*and  forty-six  pounds  and  nine  pence  thre€  farthings^  principal, 
'*and  nine  hundred  and  sixty-seven  pounds  and  two  pence  three 
**farthings^  interest,  due  from  the  late  Trustees  of  the  General 
**  Loan  Office  of  Sussex  County,  according  to  the  settlement  of 
* '  the  public  accounts  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
*'and  seventy-four. 

"  j^54i3  :i  :oj4.  JOHN  RODNEY,   Trustee  L.  a" 

*' Received,  April  6th,  1780.  of  Messrs.  Levin  Derrickson  and 
**  Joseph  Hazzard,  commissioners  appointed  by  act  of  Assembly 
**of  this  State,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  eighty-eight  pounds 
''seventeen  shillings  and  four  pence,  principal,  and  one  hundred 
"seventeen  pounds  and  seven  pence,  interest,  being  a  balance 
' '  due  from  David  Hall  and  Jacob  Kollock,  as  settled  by  tlie 
'*  House  of  Assembly  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
'  *  and  seventy -four. 

*^i;6o5  :  17  :  11.  DAVID  HALL,  Trustee  L.  Or 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  two 
foregoing  receipts  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  concurred 
in»  and  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 
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**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Friday,  P.  M.,  April  7,  1780. 

''Resolvedy  That  the  said  two  receipts  be  and  are  hereby  de- 
*' dared  to  be  full  and  sufficient  acquittances  and  discharges  as 
' '  well  to  the  aforesaid  late  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  of  the 
'  *  County  of  Sussex,  and  to  David  Hall  and  Jacob  KoUock  afore- 
*  *  said,  as  to  the  said  commissioners,  Levin  Derrickson  and  Jo- 
' '  seph  Hazzard ;  and  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  be 
'  *  allowed  to  the  said  Levin  Derrickson  and  Joseph  Hazzard  for 
*' their  expenses  and  trouble  in  discharge  of  the  duty  enjoined 
**them  by  the  act  of  General  Assembly  aforesaid;  which  said 
**sum  shall  be  drawn  for  by  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  on 
'*  the  State  Treasurer. 

*'  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly,  *  * 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  payment  of  ;^353  :  7  :  6  into  the  State 
Treasury  by  Joseph  Stidham,  Esq.,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and  sundry 
amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  foregoing  resolution 
and  proposed  amendments  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  concur- 
rence, together  with  the  two  foregoing  receipts  for  public  monies 
paid  by  Messrs.*  Levin  Derrickson  and  Joseph  Hazzard,  and  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  founded  thereon,  concurred 
in  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  petition  from  divers  inhabitants  of  Appoquinimink  Hun- 
dred, praying  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  embanking  the  marsh 
and  cripple  on  Morris's  Branch,  &c.,  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  and  the  bill  founded  on  the  said  petition, 
were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die.  R  M, 


The  Council  met 


Mr.  Br^'an,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  circular  letter  from  the  President  of  Congress 
to  the  President  of  this  State,  inclosing;  an  act  of  Congress,  of  the 
14th  January  last,  recommending  to  die  Legislatures  of  the  sev- 
eral  United  States  to  make  provision  for  conferring  like  privileges 
and  immunities  on  his  most  Christian  Majesty  as  are  granted  to 
the  subjects  of  these  States  by  divers  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce,  with  a  bill  proposed  for  that  purpose  ; 
which  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  for  regulating  prisoners  of 
war  was  referred,  now  reported  sundry  amendments  to  the  same; 
which,  by  order,  were  read,  agreed  to  and  ordered  to  be  trans- 
cribed. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  bill  and  transcribed  amendments 
be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  by  Mr,  Polk,  for  concurrence. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  embanking  the  marsh  and  cripple  on  Morris's 
Branch  was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Hyatt 
and  Polk,  to  report  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Collins  for  leave  of  absence  during  the 
present  sitting,  the  same  was  granted  to  him.       # 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M..  April  12th,  1780. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Collins. 

Mr*  Patterson  now  appeared  in  the  Council,  and»  in  his  place» 
made  his  excuse  for  non-attendnce ;  which»  being  admitted,  he 
took  his  seat 
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The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  for  embanking  the  marsh  and 
cripple  on  Morris's  Branch,  &c.,  was  referred,  now  reported  sun- 
dry amendments  to  the  same;  which,  by  order,  were  read,  agreed 
to  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Mr.  Polk  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  committed 
to  his  charge,  according  to  order  of  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  conferring  certain  privileges  and  immunities  on  the 
subjects  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  the  King  of  France,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs 
and  passed  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  foregoing  bill,  as  agreed  to  by  the  Council,  and  the  cir- 
cular letter  and  act  of  Congress  relative  thereto ;  and  also  return 
to  that  House  the  bill  for  embanking  the  marsh  and  cripple  on 
Morris's  Branch,  &c.,  and  the  transcribed  amendments  thereto, 
with  the  petition  and  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly  ac- 
companymg  the  same. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  April  13,  1780. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Stidham,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Chair  two  petitions  from  the  owners  and  possessors 
of  the  marsh  on  Red  Lyon  Creek,  in  New  Castle  County,  with  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  founded  on  the  said  peti- 
tions. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

67 


530 


MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M, 


The  Council  met. 


On  motion,  by  order,  the  petitions  of  the  owners  and  posses- 
sors of  the  marsh  and  cripple  on  Red  Lyon  Creek,  &c..  and  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  founded  thereon,  were  sev- 
erally read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  said  resolution  was  read  a  second  time, 
concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

''Tuesday,  P.  M.,  April  ii,  1780, 

*  *  The  House  took  into  consideration  the  two  petitions  from 
**  the  owners  and  possessors  of  the  Red  Lyon  Marshes  respecting 
**  the  banks  of  the  same,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon, 

''Resolved,  That  Robert  Bryan  and  Thomas  Duff,  Esquires, 
**and  Mr.  Morton  Morton  be  and  are  hereby  appointed  to  go 
"upon  the  premises  and  view  the  same, 'and  report  to  the 
''General  Assembly  the  situation  and  circumstances  of  the  said 
"marshes  and  banks,  with  their  opinion  thereon,  after  having 
* '  first  given  public  notice  of  the  lime  of  meeting,  in  order  that 
' '  the  parties  concerned  may  appear  and  offer  any  objections  they 
*'  have  against  the  petitions  aforesaid. 


' '  Extract  from  the  minutes, 
**  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
Cr k  0/ Assembly,'' 


Ordered,  That  Mr,  Baning  return  the  foregoing  petitions  and 
resolution  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  concurred  in  by  the  Coun- 
cil 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers 
committed  to  him,  according  to  order- 
Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  Clothier- General's  accounts  and  vouchers, 
with  the  report  of  the  committee  thereon,  and  the  resolutions  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  founded  on  the  same  report. 
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On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Accounts,  and  the  resolutions  founded  thereon,  were  severally 
read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Houston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  regulating  prisoners  of  war,  with  the 
amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  agreed  to  in  the 
whole  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  except  as  to  uie  last  amend- 
ment, to  which  they  have  proposed  an  addition. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  April  14th,  1780. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolutions  o{  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Accounts,  were  read  a  second  time,  concurred  in, 
and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

*'  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Tuesday,  P.  M.,  April  11,  1780. 

"  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Accounts  was,  by  order,  read 
* '  the  second  time,  and  thereupon 

'^Resolvedy  That  the  several  accounts  of  George  Craghead, 
**Esq.,  Clothier-General,  both  for  the  expenditure  of  cash  for 
'*the  service  of  the  regiment  and  his  expenses  in  conveying 
**  clothing  to  camp,  with  the  vouchers,  be  referred  for  adjustment 
*'to  the  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

*'  That  one  hundred  iind  two  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  three 
**  pence  be  allowed  to  Lieutenant  William  McKennan,  to  defray 
**nis  expenses  in  conveying  clothing  for  the  regiment  of  this 
''State  to  camp. 

'*That  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  pounds  five  shillings  be 
''paid  to  Lieutenant  Edward  Roche,  for  issuing  eight  months 
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* '  sopplies,  allowed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  the  officers  of 
**  the  aforesaid  regiment 

*'  That  eight  hundred  and  ten  pounds  be  paid  to  James  Adams, 
' '  printer,  for  printing  the  laws  passed  at  the  last  sitting  of  the 
• '  General  Assembly,  which  were  ordered  to  the  press. 

"*  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  for  the  several  sums 
**  aforesaid  on  the  State  Treasurer. 


'  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
'  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH. 
Crk  of  Assembly:' 


The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  additional  amendment 
proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Council  to  the  bill  for  regulating  prisoners  of  war»  and 
agreed  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  w^ait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  w^ith 
the  Clothier- General's  accounts  and  vouchers^  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Accounts  thereon,  and  the  resolutions  founded  on 
the  said  report  concurred  in  by  the  Council;  together  with  the 
bill  for  regulating  prisoners  of  w^ar  and  the  Council's  amendments 
thereto,  with  the  additional  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  the 
House  of  Assembly  acceded  to  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above  papers  according 
to  order. 

Mr,  Cook»  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  an  act  of  Congress,  of  the  25th  February  last, 
respecting  supplies,  wdth  a  bill  for  furnishing  this  State* s  quota  of 
supplies  for  the  ensuing  campaign  founded  thereon. 

On  motion^  by  order^  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  act  of  Congress  calling 
upon  the  several  States  for  their  respective  quotas  of  supplies  for 
the  ensuing  campaign,  and  the  bill  founded  thereon,  and  there- 
upon resolved  themselves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  con- 
sider the  same. 

Mr.  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Patterson  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Chairman  reported  from  the  committee  that  they  had 
proposed  divers  amendments  to  the  said  bill,  which  were  read, 
considered  and  agreed  to  by  the  Council. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  said  act  of  Congress 
and  the  foregoing  bill  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  the  paper 
of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  for  their  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  divers  inhabitants  of  New  Castle 
County  in  favor  of  Negro  Peter,  slave  of  Joshua  North,  of  said 
county,  ^nd  forfeited  to  this  State,  under  the  laws  thereof,  and 
sold  by  the  Commissioners  for  Forfeited  Estates,  praying  a  re- 
mission of  part  of  the  sum  for  which  he  sold,  with  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  founded  thereon,  and  also  the  follow- 
ing resolution  or  notification  respecting  an  adjournment,  viz : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 

**  Friday,  the  14th  April,  1780. 
'*On  motion, 

*^ Resolved,  That  this  House  will  adjourn  to-morrow  eve  to 
*'some  future  day. 
'*  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
'*  Sent  to  the  Council  for  their  information. 

**JAS.  BOOTH,  CV  k  of  Assembly  r 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  April  15th,  1780, 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday* 

Mr.  Con  well  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  committed 
to  him,  according  to  order  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Peer>%  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly on  the  petition  of  William  Powders;  and  also  a  resolution  for 
prohibiting  any  member  of  the  General  Assembly  from  holding 
any  office  or  appointment  connected  with  army  or  navy  contracts. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read  the 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and  an 
amendment  was  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petition  in  favor  of  Negro  Peter,  and  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  founded  thereon,  were  severally  read  the  hrst 
time. 

By  special  order,  the  said  resolution  was  read  a  second  time. 
concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Friday,  P.  M,,  14th  April,  1780, 

"The  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  New  Castle  County  in 
' '  behalf  of  a  negro  man,  Peter,  late  the  negro  man  slave  of 
'* Joshua  North,  of  said  count)-,  forfeited  to  this  State  under  the 
' '  laws  thereof  and  lately  sold  by  the  commissioners,  praying 
'*that  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  would  remit  part  of 
**the  sum  for  which  the  said  negro  man  sold,  so  as  to  enable 
**him  to  raise  the  other  part  and  be  thereby  set  at  his  liberty, 
''was,  by  order,  read  a  second  time;  and  the  House  being  well 
* '  informed  that  the  purchaser  of  the  said  negro,  Peter,  was  ac- 
*  *  quainted  with  the  contents  of  this  petition  and  the  application* 
'  *  and  was  thereto  agreed  ;  thereupon 
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^^ Resolved  unanimously ,  That  the  sum  of  money  or  price  for 
''which  the  said  negro  man  Peter  sold  at  vendue  as  aforesaid  be 
"and  hereby  is  remitted,  and  the  said  negro  man  Peter  manu- 
"mitted  and  discharged  from  bondage;  on  condition,  neverthe- 
"less,  that  legal  security  be  given  to  indemnify  the  county  or 
'*  hundred  from  anv  cost,  charge,  or  expense  for  the  support  or 
* '  maintenance  of  the  said  negro  man  Peter,  in  such  manner  as 
*  *  the  laws  of  this  State  direct. 

"Extract  from  the  minutes.  NICH'S   VANDYKE. 

"  Sent  for  concurrence.  Per  JAS.  BOOTH,  CVkr 

Orderedy  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  foregoing  petition  and  resolution,  as  concurred  in  by  the 
Council,  together  with  the  resolution  for  prohibiting  the  members 
of  the  General  Assembly  from  holding  any  office,  &c.,  with  the 
paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  William  Pow- 
ders was  read  and  allowed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Mr.  Young,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  furnishing  this  State's  quota  of 
supplies  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  with  the  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto  by  the  Council,  m  part  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
of  Assembly,  and  an  amendment  proposed  by  that  House  to  the 
said  amendments  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  CoUings,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  resolution  prohibiting  the  members  of  the 
General  Assembly  from  holding  any  office,  &c. ,  with  the  amend- 
ment proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  disagreed  to  by  the  House^ 
of  Assembly. 
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The  same  member  also  delivered  an  account  from  George 
Latimer,  Esquire,  of  his  expenses,  as  a  commissioner  from  tliis 
State,  incurred  in  attending  a  convention  in  Philadelphia  for  as* 
certaioing  a  general  limitation  of  prices,  amounting  to  ;^338,- 
n  :  o.  Also  two  accounts  of  Doctor  Charles  Ridgely.  for  medi- 
cine administered  to  sundry  soldiers,  amounting  in  tlie  whole  to 

Adjourned  till  3  o*  clock,  P.  M. 


EODEM  DlE^  R  M. 


The  Council  met 


The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  several  amendments 
to  the  bill  for  furnishing  this  State's  quota  of  supplies,  &c,,  and 
receded  from  such  of  their  amendments  to  the  same  as  were  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  their  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  the  said  biU  and  amend- 
ments to  the  House  of  Assemlily. 

Mr,  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order, 

Mr,  Ridgely,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  the  officers  of  the  Delaware 
Regiment,  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
on  the  said  petition,  and  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
founded  on  the  said  report,  with  the  report  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts  of  December  21,  1779. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  accounts  of  Messrs*  Larimer  and  Ridgely  were  read  and 

allowed. 

^     On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  petition,  report,  and  reso- 
lution were  severally  read  the  first  time. 
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By  special  order,  the  forejjoing  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  founded  on  the  report  of  the  committee,  was  read  a 
second  time,  conciured  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

*'  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Saturday,  15th  April,  1780. 

'*The  House  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
* '  mittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  remonstrance  of  the  officers 
*'  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and  the  petition  of  Major  Nathaniel 
**  Mitchell  and  others,  and  thereupon  agreed  to  the  said  report 
"so  far  as  the  same  respects  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regi- 
*'  ment ;  and,  on  motion, 

'* Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander  of  the  State  \^ 
*'and  hereby  is  empowered,  from  time  to  time  during  the  recess 
*'  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  draw  his  orders  on  the  State  Trea- 
*'  surer  in  favor  of  the  Clothier-General  of  the  State  for  such  sum 

*  *  or  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  him  to  pro- 
"cure  and  furnish  the  officers  aforesaid  with  the  supplies  and 

*  *  clothing  for  the  ensuing  year,  in  the  said  resolutions  enumer- 
**ated. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  NICH'S   VANDYKE. 

*' Sent  for  concurrence.  Per  J  AS.  BOOTH,  CV  kr 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Accounts  was  read  a 
second  time  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  foregoing  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment, 
the  report  of  the  committee  thereon,  and  the  resolution  founded 
on  the  same  report,  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  together  with 
the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Accounts,  and  the  accounts 
of  George  Latimer  and  Charles  Ridgely,  Esquires,  respectively 
allowed  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  fore- 
going papers  accordmg  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
68 
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Sunday,  A.  M.»  April  i6th.  1780. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr,  Hyatt, 

Mr,  Stidham,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  Preston  Berry,  for  the  discharge 
of  his  son  from  his  enlistment  into  the  Delaware  Regiment,  with 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  founded  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing'  petition  and  resolution 
were  severally  read,  and  the  said  resolution  was  concurred  in, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly,  April  16,  1780. 

**The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
•  •  Preston  Berry,  and  thereupon 

'  *  Resolved,  That  Charles  Berry ^  the  son  of  the  said  Preston 
'*  Berry,  be  and  he  is  hereby  discharged  from  his  enlistment  with 
' '  the  Delaware  Regiment,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
"of  America,  upon  the  payment  to  the  recruiting  officer  of  all 
* '  charges  which  have  been  necessarily  incurred  by  the  said 
'  *  Charles  Berry  since  his  said  enlistment, 

'*  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS,  BOOTH, 

•  *  Sent  for  concurrence,  CVkof  Assembly J^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Baning  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  foregoing  petition  and  resolution  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Baning  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Mr,  Adams,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for 
affixing  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  several  bills  therein 
mentioned,  together  with  the  said  bills  therein  referred  to,  and 
several  orders,  respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Assembly,  in  order  that  tiie  same  may  be  compared  and  signed 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  Co  unci  L 
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On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bills  were  severally  read 
and  compared,  and  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Council ;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

Ordered  also  that  the  Speaker  sign  the  above  mentioned  order; 
which  was  done  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the 
foregoing  bills  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 

**  In  THE  House  of  Assembly,  April  i6,  1780. 
"On  motion, 

^'Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
**  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws,  to  wit : 

1.  **An  act  for  conferring  certain  privileges  ^d  immunities  on 
the  subjects  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  the  King  of  France, 
within  this  State;" 

2.  *'An  act  for  regulating  prisoners  of  war  brought  into  this 
State;*' 

3.  ''An  act  for  the  more  effectual  draining  and  improving  the 
marsh,  cripple  and  low  lands  on  Morris's  Branch,  in  Appoquini- 
mink  Hundred  and  County  of  New  Castle,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned  ;*' 

4.  "An  act  for  furnishing  supplies  within  this  State  for  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  for  the  ensuing  campaign." 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CV  k  of  Assembly, ' ' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  foregoing  resolution,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto,  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
together  with  the  bills  and  orders  above  mentioned,  respectively 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accord- 
ing to  order. 

Then  the  Council  took  into  consideration  the  accounts  of  their 
expenses  incurred  at  this  present  meeting,  and  the  following  ac- 
counts were  allowed,  viz : 
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-1780. 


To  Sarah  ShankJand,  for  dieting  the  members  of 

Cooncil,     .,..,* 1898  10  o 

To  Mrs.  Margaret  Kollock,  for  boarding  one  of  the 

members  of  Council  and  their  Clerk, 165  10  o 

To  Mr,  John  Wiltbank,  for  lodging  Mr.  Collins  and 

keeping  his  horse,  .,..,..,,,...  26a  i  o 
To  the  Rev.  Matthew  Wilson,  for  boarding  two  of 

the  members  of  Council 327  5  o 

To  John  Marsh,  for  keeping  Mr  ConwelFs  horse,    .  136  o  o 

To  Anderson  Parker,  keeping  Mr.  Bassett*s  horse,  37  13  9 
To  Simon  Edwards^  Sergeant-at-Arms»  &c.,  and  for 
paying  Mrs.  Jones  for  the  rent  of  her  room  for 

the  Council 271  5  o 

To  William  Polk,  Esq.,  for  his  traveling  charges^    .  18  o  o 

To  Thomas  Collins,  Esq.,  for  ditto, 45  o  o 

To  John  Baning,  Esq. ,  for  ditto 30  o  o 

To  Samuel  Pattefson,  Esq.»  for  ditto, 220  5  o 

To  Peter  Hyatt,  Esq.,  for  ditto,  ,.»......  150  o  o 

To  Benjamin  Vining,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  Council,    .  307  17  6 

*;C45^  7  3 


Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Trea- 
surer in  fa%^or  of  Sarah  Shankland  for  the  sum  of  /1898  :  10  :  o ; 
and  also  that  he  draw  an  order  in  favor  of  John  Clowes,  Esq.,  for 
the  sum  of  ^^1307  :  14  19,  and  separate  orders  for  the  remaining 
sum  of  ^692  17:3. 

Whereupon  the  said  orders  was  immediately  drawn  and  signed 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  till  the  30th  day  of  September 
next,  to  meet  at  the  Town  of  Dover. 


^This  total,  and  the  other  iigures  given,  are  according  to  the  re<K)rd, 
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JUNE,  1780. 


VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


CALLED  SESSION,  JUNE,  1780. 


At  a  meeting^  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
Countv  of  Kent,  by  a  special  order  of  the  President,  on  Mon- 
day, the  fifth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty,  a  quorum  of  the  members  to  compose 
an  House  not  attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day 
until  Thursday,  the  8th  instant. 


Thursday,  June  8th,  1780. 
The  following  members  attended  in  the  Council,  viz  : 

For  New  Castle  County — Samuel  Patterson,  Richard  Cantwell, 
Peter  Hyatt. 

For  Kent  County — Richard  Bassett,  John  Baning. 

For  Sussex  County — The  Honorable  John  Clowes,   William 
Conwell. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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The  Council  niet. 
and  also  Mr,  Collins. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  June  9th,  1780. 
Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday^ 


Mr-  Patterson  laid  on  the  table  a  remonstrance  from  the  pilots 
of  Lewes- town,  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  praying  that  a  law  may 
be  enacted  for  the  better  regulation  of  pilots,  with  articles  of 
agreement  entered  into  by  the  said  pilots  for  that  purpose. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  remonstrance  and  agree- 
ment were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

The  Speaker  laid  upon  the  table  a  petition  of  John  Sheldon 
Dor  man,  praying  an  increase  of  toll  for  keeping  the  bridge  over 
the  Broadkill  Creek,  in  Sussex  County,  in  repair,  &c. 

On  motion,  by  order^  the  foregoing  petition  was  read  the  first 
time. 

Mr.  John  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  his  Excellency,  the  Pre- 
sident, to  the  General  Assembly,  of  the  8th  instant,  inclosing  two 
letters  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  the  President  0?  this 
State,  of  the  24th  and  29th  May,  1780,  together  with  three  acts 
of  Congress  of  the  22d,  26th  and  27th  of  the  same  month  therein 
referred  to. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M* 


On  motion,  by  order,  the  President's  message,  and  the  several 
acts  of  Congress  therein  referred  to,  were  read  the  first  time,  and 
the  said  message  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

*  *  GtniUmen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

"A  circular  letter,  of  the  nineteenth  of  May  last,  which  I  have 

*  *  received  from  the  President  of  Congress,  witli  an  act  of  that 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,   I  78O.  545 

'  honorable  body  of  the  same  date,  calling  upon  the  several 

*  States,  from  New  Hampshire  to  Virginia,  mclusive,  to  furnish 

*  their  Quotas  of  ten  millions  dollars  for  immediate  use,  have, 

*  from  tne  importance  of  the  subject,  determined  me,  with  the 

*  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  to  convene  you  at  so  early  a  day 

*  after  your  last  sitting,  both  because  the  most  speedy  compli- 

*  ance  with  the  act,  and  the  most  vigorous  exertions  in  carrying 
*the  same  into  execution,  appear  to  be  equallv  obvious  and 

*  essentially  necessary.     I  have  therefore  directed  the  Secretary 

*  to  lay  these  papers  before  your  Honors  for  immediate  consia- 

*  eration. 

"  Since  issuing  the  writs  for  convening  the  General  Assembly, 
'  I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Cooperation,  at 

*  Morris-town,  of  the  25th  ultimo,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 

*  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  our  Army,  and  other  papers  of  the 

*  same  date,  which  I  have  also  directed  the  Secretary  to  lay  be- 

*  fore  you  ;  and  am  persuaded  that  the  powerful  naval  and  land 
'  force  expected  here  from  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  our  good 

*  ally,  to  forward  the  operation  of  our  arms,  together  with  your 
'  zeal  and  affection  for  the  interest  of  your  country,  will  lead  you 
'  to  every  exertion  in  your  power  consistent  with  the  situation 

*  and  circumstance  of  the  people  you  represent. 

"The  Secretary  will  deliver  you  an  act  of  Congress,  of  the  22d 

*  ultimo,  for  laying  an  embargo  within  this  State. 

**  Gentlemen — I  have  this  day  received  from  the  President  of 
'  Congress  a  letter  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  May,  with  two  acts  of 

*  that  honorable  body  of  the  twenty-sixth  and  twenty-seventh  of 
*the  same  month,  the  one  recommending  to  the  States  where 
'any  debts  are  due  to  their  inhabitants  from  the  Quartermaster's 
*and  Commissary's  Departments,   by  notes  or  certificates,   to 

*  make  provision  for  discharging  the  same  ;  the  other  adopting 

*  measures  to  equip  for  sea  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States, 
'promoting  harmony,   and  forwarding  the  common  views  of 

*  France  and  America ;  one  other  act  of  Congress  of  the  first 
'instant,  making  further  provision  respecting  such  supplies  as 
'  any  State  may  furnish  other  than,  or  over  and  above,  their  quota 
'  of  supplies  required  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  February 

*  last.     These  papers  also  the  Secretary  will  lay  before  you  for 

*  your  consideration. 

'*  Dover,  June  8,  1780.  CiESAR  RODNEY.*' 
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By  special  order,  the  foregoing  message  and  its  inclosures, 
were  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  remonstrance  of  the  pilots  in  Lewes-town,  and  the  article 
of  agreement  accompanying  the  same,  were  read  a  second  time 
and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  con- 
sideration. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petition  of  John  Sheldon  Dorman  was  read  a  second  time 
and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Patterson  is  appointed  to  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  several  foregoing  papers. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Mr.  William  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from  George  Craghead,  Esquire, 
Qothier-General  of  this  State,  of  the  3d  mstant,  respecting  the 
suppl)dng  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  with  money  in 
lieu  of  stores  ;  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  8  o'clock. 


Saturday,  June  loth,  1780. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  P.  M.,  June  12th,  1780. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Bas- 
sett. 

Mr.  Polk  now  appeared  in  the  Council,  and  made  his  excuse, 
at  his  seat,  for  his  non-attendnce  at  an  earlier  day  in  the  sessions  ; 
which  was  admitted. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  furnishing  the  Continental  Treasury 
with  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars, 
by  loan,  on  the  credit  of  the  State. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Patterson,  Collins  and  Polk,  to  report  thereon 
forthwith. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  said  bill  was  referred  now  reported 
as  their  opinion  that  the  same  do  pass. 

Whereupon  the  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs 
and  passed  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  returned,  by  Mr.  Conwell,  to  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  8  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  June  13th,  1780. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  the  supportmg,  maintaining  and  keep- 
ing in  good  repair  the  causeway  and  bridge  over  Broadkill  Creek, 
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in  Sussex  County,  with  the  petition  of  John  S*  Dorman,  whereon 
the  said  bill  was  founded. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  remonstrance  and  articles 
of  ag^reement  between  the  pilots  at  Lewes-town^  with  a  bill  for 
regulating  the  pilots  within  this  State  employed  in  piloting  ships 
and  other  vessels  through  the  Bay  of  Delaware. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  supporting,  maintaining  and  keeping  in  good  re- 
pair the  causeway  and  bridge  over  the  Broadkill,  &c.,  was  read 

the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  re* 
ferred  to  Messrs.  Clowes,  Collins  and  Polk,  to  report  thereon 
this  afternoon. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  hill  for  regulating  the  pilots  within  this  State,  &c-,  was 
read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  referred 
to  Messrs.  Patterson,  Conwell  and  Hyatt,  to  report  thereon  this 
afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met. 


The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  for  supporting  and  keeping  in 
good  repair  the  causeway  and  bridge  over  the  Broadkill  Creek,  in 
Sussex  County,  was  referred,  now  reported  sundry  amendments 
to  the  same  bill ;  which,  by  order,  were  read,  agreed  to,  and  or- 
dered to  be  transcribed. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  regulating  the 
pilots  within  this  State,  employed  in  piloting  ships  and  other  ves- 
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seb  through  the  Bay  of  Delaware,  now  reported  as  their  opinion 
that  the  same  do  pass. 

Whereupon  the  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs 
and  passed  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  first  mentioned  bill  and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by 
the  Council,  for  their  concurrence;  and  also  the  bill  for  regulating 
the  pilots  within  this  State,  &c.,  agreed  to  by  the  CouncU. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  8  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  June  14th,  1780. 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Polk  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers  com- 
mitted to  him  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  empowering  the  Clothier-General 
to  furnish  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  with  money  in 
lieu  of  stores. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  the  sale  of  a  quantity  of  steel,  the  property  of  the 
State. 

On  motion,  by  order. 
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The  resolution  empowering  the  Clothier- General  to  fornish  the 
officers  of  the  Delaware  Reg^iment  with  money  in  lieu  of  stores, 
was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order»  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
curred  in,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
•*  Wednesday,  A.  M.,  June  14,  1780. 

**  It  being  represented  to  the  House  that  tlie  Regiment  of  this 
'*  State  having  marched  to  join  the  Southern  army,  the  Clothier- 
'  *  General  finds  it  almost  impracticable  to  transmit  to  the  officers 
'  *  of  the  said  regiment  the  stores  allowed  them  by  the  General 
'*  Assembly,  and  that  from  the  delay  and  wastage  which  must 
**be  unavoidable  in  conveying  such  stores  to  the  said  regiment 
^*  during  the  present  campaign,  divers  officers  of  the  same  have 
"requested  that  the  Clothier- General  be  empowered  to  furnish 
"  the  amount  of  such  stores  to  the  officers  in  money  ;  therefore 

'^Resolvedy  That  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  Clothier -General  of 
"this  State,  pay  unto  Major  John  Patten,  of  the  said  regiment, 
" '  the  amount  of  the  stores  aforesaid^  to  be  by  the  said  John 
' '  Patten  distributed  to  the  officers  of  the  said  regiment  in  the 
' '  proportion  in  w  hich  such  stores  are  directed  to  be  apportioned 
"  by  the  General  Assembly. 


'*  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
'*  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
Cr  k  0/ Assembly^ 


Ordered,  That  Mr,  Baning  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  concurred  in  by  the  Council, 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  for  the  sale  of  a  quantity  of  steelt  the  property 
of  this  State,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
curred m,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz: 
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**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Wednesday,  A.  M.,  June  14,  1780. 

'*  Whereas  a  considerable  quantity  of  steel  was  heretofore 
'*  purchased  for  the  use  of  this  State,  a  considerable  part  whereof 

*  *  is  still  on  hand,  part  of  which  may  be  sold  and  the  money  aris- 
'*  injf  thereby  applied  for  the  use  of  the  State ;  therefore 

''Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  State  be  requested  and 

*  *  empowered  to  have  so  much  of  the  said  steel  sold  by  public 
**  sale  for  the  greatest  and  best  price  that  can  be  got  for  the  same, 
**as  he,  in  his  opinion,  may  think  can  be  spared. 

''Resolved,  That  the  money  arising  by  such  sale  be  by  the 
**  President  paid  into  the  hancb  of  the  State  Treasurer,  to  be  by 
**him  applied  towards  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
**  thousand  eic^ht  hundred  dollars,  directed  to  be  borrowed,  on 
**  the  credit  of  this  State,  by  the  act  entitled  *An  act  for  fumish- 

*  *  ing  the  Continental  Treasury  with  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
**  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  by  loan,  on  the  credit  of  this 
"State;'  and  that  the  President  make  return  of  such  sale  and 
*' payment  to  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  meeting. 

*•  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly.  *  * 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantwell  return  the  foregoing  resolutions, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto,  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. 

Mr.  Cantwell,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  the  payment  and  discharge  of  divers 
receipts,  notes,  or  certificates,  in  the  hands  of  inhabitants  of  this 
State,  issued  by  Francis  Wade,  Esquire,  Deputy  Quartermaster- 
General  within  this  State. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  June  isth,  1780. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr,  Collins. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  payment  and  discharge  of  divers  receipts,  notes 
or  certificates,  issuecl  by  Francis  Wade,  Esq.,  &c.>  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  same,  by  order,  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs,  and 

sundry  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreeci  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed  and  sent, 
with  the  said  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  concurreoce,  by 
Mr  Polk. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o' clocks  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die.  P.  M. 


The  Council  met 


Mr,  John  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 

delivered  to  the  Chair  a  return  of  deserters  from  the  Delaware 
Regiment,  confined  in  the  public  goal  of  Kent  County  since 

ianuary  ist,  1780,  together  with  a  petition  of  Benjamin  Crooks, 
:eeper  of  the  said  goal,  relative  thereto,  and  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  founded  thereon,  for  the  payment  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  the  said  Benjamin  Crooks. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  petition  and  resolution 
were  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  8  o'clock. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  June  i6th,  1780. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  also  Mr.  Collins. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  furnishing 
the  Continental  Treasury  with  132,800  dollars,  by  loan,  on  the 
credit  of  the  State  ;  the  bill  for  the  supporting,  mamtaining,  &c., 
the  bridge  over  Broadkill  Creek,  &c.,  with  the  amendments  pro- 

Cosed  thereto  by  the  Council  agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assem- 
ly  and  made  therein  ;  and  also  the  bill  for  regulating  the  pilots 
within  this  State,  &c.,  engrossed  and  respectively  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  together  with  the  originals, 
for  comparison. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  same 
bills. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  foregoing  bills  were  severally  read,  compared  and  ordered 
to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  ;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  three  laws, 
was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 

*  **  Friday,  June  i6th,  1780. 
*'0n  motion, 

^^ Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
**  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to  the  following  laws,  to  wit : 

1.  **An  act  for  the  furnishing  the  Continental  Treasury  with 
one  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  by 
loan,  on  the  credit  of  tne  State  ;*' 

2.  ''An  act  for  the  supporting,  maintaining  and  keeping  in 
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good   repair   the   bridge   over  the   Broadkill   Creek,   in  Sussex 
County,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  ;" 

3.  *'An  act  for  regulating  the  pilots  within  this  State  em- 
ployed in  piloting  ships  and  other  vessels  throu$;jh  the  Bay  of 
Delaware. 


**  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
**Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
Cr  k  0/ Assembly:' 


Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  bills,  respectively  compared  and 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  together  with  the  resolu- 
tion for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  thereto,  concurred  in  by  the  Coun- 
cil, be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Conwell 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Collins,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
repealing  an  act  of  Assembly  entitled  *  *  An  act  for  the  repairing 
and  keeping  up  the  causeway  adjoining  the  creek  called  the 
Murderkill,  in  Kent  County/*  the  same  was  granted  ;  and  there- 
upon a  bill  for  that  purpose  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  the  bill  for  the  payment  and  discharge  of  divers 
receipts,  notes,  or  certificates,  &c. ,  with  the  amendments  proposed 
thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and 
an  additional  amendment  proposed  to  the  first  amendment  by  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  was  read,  and  the  Council 
acceded  to  the  additional  amendment  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  proposed  a  further  amendment  to  their  own  amendment ; 
which  was  read^  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantw^ell  return  the  foregoing  bill»  with  its 
several  amendments^  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  tlieir  con- 
sideration and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  petition  of  Benj.  Crooks,  and  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  the  said  Benj.  Crooks,  were  sever- 
ally read  the  second  time,  and  the  said  resolution  was  concurred 
in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Wednesday,  P.  M.,  June  14,  1780. 

**The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Benj. 
**  Crooks,  keeper  of  the  public  goal  of  Kent  County,  report  that 
*'they  find  due  to  the  said  Benj.  Crooks  one  hundred  and  fifty 

*  *  pounds,  for  firewood  furnished  during  the  course  of  the  last 
**  winter  to  deserters  from  the  Delaware  Re^ment  in  the  service 
**of  the  United  States,  who  were  confined  in  the  said  goal,  and 

*  *  that  the  same  be  paid  out  of  the  public  money  of  this  State  and 
**  charged  to  the  United  States  ;  to  which  the  House  agreed. 

'^Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  an  order 
**on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  aforesaid  one  hundred  and  fifty 

*  *  pounds  in  favor  of  the  said  Benjamin  Crooks. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

* '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly, ' ' 

Mr.  Cantwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
given  him  in  charge  according  to  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  account  and  petition  of  Benjamin  Crooks, 
and  the  resolution  for  the  payment  of  £^\^o  to  the  said  Benjamin 
Crooks,  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  concurred  in  by 
the  Council,  by  Mr.  Polk. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order. 
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By  special  order,  the  foregoing  message  and  its  inclosures, 
were  read  a  second  time  and  ordered  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  remonstrance  of  the  pilots  in  Lewes-town,  and  the  article 
of  agreement  accompanying  the  same,  were  read  a  second  time 
and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  me  House  of  Assembly  for  their  con- 
sideration. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  petition  of  John  Sheldon  Dorman  was  read  a  second  time 
and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Patterson  is  appointed  to  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  several  foregoing  papers. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Mr.  William  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from  George  Craghead,  Esquire, 
Qothier-General  of  this  State,  of  the  3d  mstant,  respecting  the 
suppl3ang  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  with  money  in 
lieu  of  stores  ;  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  8  o'clock. 


Saturday,  June  loth,  1780. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  preservation  of  public  buildings  was  read  the 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  over  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  James 
Tilton  and  Henry  Latimer,  surgeons  in  the  army,  for  clothing, 
together  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  furnish- 
ing clothing  to  the  said  James  Tilton  and  Henry  Latimer. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  petition  and  resolution 
were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
said  resolution  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  A.  M.,  June  17,  1780. 

**  Whereas  Congress,  by  their  act  of  the  15th  day  of  April 

*  *  last,  have  resolved  that  any  State  which  shall  fiimish  the  offi- 
* '  cers  of  the  hospital  and  medical  staflT  belonging  to  such  State 

*  *  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  with  such  articles  of  cloth- 

*  *  ing  as  those  officers  are  respectively  entitied  to  by  a  resolution 
"of  Congress  of  the  20th  November,  1779,  and  make  return 
"thereof  to  the  Clothier-General,  shall  have  credit  for  such  sup- 
" plies  in  their  accounts  with  the  United  States;  and  whereas 
"James  Tilton  and  Henry  Latimer,  senior  surgeons  in  the  army 
"  of  the  United  States,  have  prayed  the  General  Assembly  of  this 

*  *  State  to  be  furnished  with  clothing  as  aforesaid  ;  therefore 

'^Resolved,  That  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  Clothier-General  of 
"this  State,  be  authorized  and  directed  to  furnish  the  said  James 
"Tilton  and  Henry  Latimer  with  such  articles  as  by  the  said 
"resolution  is  directed,  and  make  return  thereof  to  the  Clothier- 
"  General  of  the  Army,  according  to  the  said  resolution,  and  also 
"to  this  State. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly, '  * 
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Ordered^  That  the  foregoing  petition  and  resolution,  concurred 
in  by  the  Council,  be  returned  by  Mr.  Polk  to  the  House  of  As- 
semoly. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  bill  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  public  buildings,  &c. ,  and  sundry  amendments  were 
proposed,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  to 
the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Baning. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10 
o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  June  19th,  1780. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday, 
and  also  Mr.  Bassett. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  preservation  of  public 
buildings,  &c.,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the 
Council  in  part  agreed  to  and  in  part  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  expor- 
tation of  provisions  from  this  State,  &c.,  with  the  amendments 
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proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  As- 
sembly and  made  therein. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  procuring  an 
immediate  supply  of  provisions  within  this  State  for  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  &c.,  accompanied  with  an  act  of  Congress 
of  the  1st  instant,  a  letter  from  his  Excellency,  General  Washing- 
ton, to  the  Committee  of  Cooperation,  of  the  25th  May,  and  two 
letters  from  the  said  committee,  to  the  President  of  the  State,  of 
the  25th  May  and  2d  June,  1780,  on  the  subject  of  supplies. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  bill  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  public  buildings  and  its  amendments,  and  thereupon  they 
receded  from  their  first  amendment,  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
of  Assembly,  and  adhered  to  their  last,  afeo  disagreed  to  by  that 
House,  and  likewise  proposed  additional  amendments  to  the  said 
bill,  which  were  read,  agreed  ^o.  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed 
and  sent,  together  with  uie  said  bill  and  the  embargo  bill,  by  Mr. 
Conwell,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  also  the  following  mes- 
sage, viz :  * 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  for  procuring  an  immediate 
supply  of  provisions,  &c.,  together  with  the  act  of  Congress 
and  letters  accompanying  the  said  bill,  were  severally  read  the 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  bill  was  read  the  second  time  and 
ordered  to  lie  over  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Conwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
committed  to  his  charge  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  7  o'clock. 
*  This  message  is  not  recorded. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  June  20th,  1780. 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  bill  for  procuring 
an  immediate  supply  of  provisions,  &c.,  and  sundry  amendments 
to  the  same  were  proposed,  read,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
transcribed. 

Ordered,   That  Mr.  Hyatt  deliver  the  foregoing  bill,  and  the 

act  of  Congress  and  several  letters  accompanying  the  same,  to- 

f  ether  with  the  transcribed  amendmentSi  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
ly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence, 

Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  afore- 
said  papers  according  to  order. 

Mr,  Stidham,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  his  Ex* 
cellency,  the  President,  inclosing  copies  of  two  letters  from  his 
Excellency,  General  Washington,  to  the  Committee  of  Coopera- 
tion,  of  the  nth  and  12th  instant,  together  with  a  letter  from 
General  Washington,  of  the  2d  instant,  to  the  President  of  this 
State,  respecting  aids  of  Militia  frc»m  this  State  ;  and  also  a  bill 
for  embodying  a  number  of  Militia  for  the  purpose  of  reinforc- 
ing the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  foregoing  bill  and  message,  with  the  several  letters  accom- 
panying the  same,  were  severally  read,  and  die  said  message  is 
m  these  words,  viz  : 

' '  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly : 

"  Yesterday  evening  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of 
*' Cooperation  at  Morris-town,  dated  the  12th  instant,  together 
**with  copies  of  two  letters  from  his  Excellency,  General  Wash- 
* '  ington,  to  the  committee  ;  all  which  I  have  directed  the  Secre- 
**  tary  to  lay  before  your  Honors  immediately,  and  as  the  General 
*  *  is  very  pressing,  I  am  persuaded  you  will  do  everything  in  your 
'  *  power,  without  the  least  delay,  to  answer  his  expectations. 

**  Dover,  June  17,  17S0.  C^^SAR  RODNEY/* 
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On  motion,  leave  was  granted  to  Mr.  Polk  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  protection  of  the  trade  of  this  State  ;  whereupon  a  bill  for  this 
purpose  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  for  embodying  a  number  of  Mi- 
litia of  this  State,  &c.,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  same  was  a  third  time  by  paragraphs  read,  and  sundry 
amendments  thereto  were  proposed,  read,  agreed  to  and  ordered 
to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  deliver  the  said  bill,  with  the  trans- 
cribed amendments,  and  the  President's  message  and  letters  ac- 
companying the  same  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Mr.  John  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  certain  resolutions  of  that  House 
for  procuring  arms,  &c. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  resolutions  were  read  the 
first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  this  State  was  read 
the  second  time  and  agreed  to  by  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for 
their  consideration  and  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Cantwell. 

Mr.  Houston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
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Thursday,  A.  M-.  June  15th,  1780. 

The  Council  met  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday* 
except  Mr  Collins. 

On  motion,  by  order* 

The  bill  for  the  payment  and  discharge  of  divers  receipts,  notes 
or  certificates,  issued  by  Francis  Wade,  Esq.,  &c.,  was  read  the 

second  time. 

The  same*  by  order,  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs,  and 

sundry  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed  and  sent, 
vnth  the  said  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  concurrence,  by 
Mr.  Polk. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o*  clock,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met 


EoDEM  Die,  P,  M. 


Mr,  John  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  return  of  deserters  from  the  Delaware 
Regiment,  confined  in  the  public  goal  of  Kent  County  since 
January  ist,  17 So,  together  with  a  petition  of  Benjamin  Crooks, 
keeper  of  the  said  goal,  relative  thereto,  and  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  founded  thereon,  for  the  pa^^nent  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  the  said  Benjamin  Crooks. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  petition  and  resolution 

were  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  8  o'clock. 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  I  780.  553 


Friday,  A.  M.,  June  i6th,  1780. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  also  Mr.  Collins. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  furnishing 
the  Continental  Treasury  with  132,800  dollars,  by  loan,  on  the 
credit  of  the  State  ;  the  bill  for  the  supporting^,  mamtaining,  &c., 
the  bridge  over  Broadkill  Creek,  &c.,  with  the  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto  by  the  Council  agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly and  made  tnerein  ;  and  also  the  bill  for  regulating  the  pilots 
within  this  State,  &c.,  engrossed  and  respectively  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  together  with  the  originals, 
for  comparison. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  same 
bills. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  foregoing  bills  were  severally  read,  compared  and  ordered 
to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  ;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  three  laws, 
was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Friday,  June  i6th,  1780. 
**On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
*'  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to  the  following  laws,  to  wit : 

1.  **An  act  for  the  furnishing  the  Continental  Treasury  with 
one  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  by 
loan,  on  the  credit  of  the  State  -y 

2.  *'An  act  for  the  supporting,  maintaining  and  keeping  in 
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good   repair   the   bridge   over  the   Broadkill   Creek,   in  Sussex 
County,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  ;'* 

3.  "An  act  for  regulating  the  pilots  within  this  State  em- 
ployed in  piloting  ships  and  other  vessels  through  the  Bay  of 
Delaware. ' ' 


**  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
*  *  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
Cr  k  of  Assembly:' 


Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  bills,  respectively  compared  and 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  together  with  tne  resolu- 
tion for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  thereto,  concurred  in  by  the  Coun- 
cil, be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr,  ConwelL 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Collins,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
repealing  an  act  of  Assembly  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  repairing 
and  keeping  up  the  causeway  adjoining  the  creek  called  the 
Murderkill,  in  Kent  County/*  the  same  was  granted  ;  and  there- 
upon a  bill  for  that  purpose  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  raotionj  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  tiixie. 

Mr,  Peery,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  the  bill  for  the  payment  and  discharge  of  divers 
receipts,  notes,  or  certificates,  tS:c. ,  with  the  amendments  proposed 
thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and 
an  additional  amendment  proposed  to  the  first  amendment  by  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion^  by  order, 

The  said  bill,  with  the  amendments,  was  read,  and  the  Council 
acceded  to  the  additional  amendment  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  proposed  a  further  amendment  to  their  own  amendment  ; 
which  was  read,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantw^ell  return  the  foregoing  bill,  with  its 
several  amendments,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  con- 
sideration and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  petition  of  Benj.  Crooks,  and  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  the  said  Benj.  Crooks,  were  sever- 
ally read  the  second  time,  and  the  said  resolution  was  concurred 
in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
''Wednesday,  P.  M.,  June  14,  1780. 

**The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Benj. 
**  Crooks,  keeper  of  the  public  goal  of  Kent  County,  report  that 
**they  find  due  to  the  said  Benj.  Crooks  one  hundred  and  fifty 

*  *  pounds,  for  firewood  furnished  during  the  course  of  the  last 

*  *  winter  to  deserters  from  the  Delaware  Re^ment  in  the  service 
**of  the  United  States,  who  were  confined  m  the  said  goal,  and 

*  *  that  the  same  be  paid  out  of  the  public  money  of  this  State  and 
**  charged  to  the  United  States ;  to  which  the  House  agreed. 

^^ Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  an  order 
**  on  the  State  Treasurer  tor  the  aforesaid  one  hundred  and  fifty 
**  pounds  in  favor  of  the  said  Benjamin  Crooks. 

''  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVkof  Assembly,  * ' 

Mr.  Cantwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
given  him  in  charge  according  to  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  account  and  petition  of  Benjamin  Crooks, 
and  the  resolution  for  the  payment  of  £1^0  to  the  said  Benjamin 
Crooks,  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  concurred  in  by 
the  Council,  by  Mr.  Polk. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order. 
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The  bill  for  the  repealing  an  act  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  repair- 
ing and  keeping  op  the  causeway  adjoining  the  creek  called  the 
Murderkilf,  i&c,/*  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  same  was,  by  order,  read  a  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and 
passed  the  CounciL 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Collins  deliver  the  foregoing  bill  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  their  perusal  and  consideration. 

Mn  Collins  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order 

Mr,  Adams,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  an  act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
provisions  from  this  State  beyond  the  seas  for  a  limited  time. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time* 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  com- 
mitted to  Messrs,  Collins,  Polk  and  Patterson,  to  report  thereon 
to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  8  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A,  M,,  June  17th,  1780, 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  the  preservation 
of  buildings  erected  upon  lands  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  &c. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  prohibiting 
the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this  State,  &c.,  now  reported 
an  amendment  thereto ;  which  was  read,  agreed  to,  and  ordered 
to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantwell  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  bill  last  mentioned  and  the  transcribed  amendment. 

Mr.  Cantwell  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  preservation  of  public  buildings  was  read  the 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  over  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  James 
Tilton  and  Henry  Latimer,  surgeons  in  the  army,  for  clothing, 
together  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  furnish- 
ing clothing  to  the  said  James  Tilton  and  Henry  Latimer. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  petition  and  resolution 
were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
said  resolution  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Saturday,  A.  M.,  June  17,  1780. 

*' Whereas  Congress,  by  their  act  of  the  15th  day  of  April 
* '  last,  have  resolved  that  any  State  which  shall  furnish  the  offi- 
'  *  cers  of  the  hospital  and  medical  staff  belonging  to  such  State 
' '  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  with  such  articles  of  cloth- 
'  *  ing  as  those  officers  are  respectively  entitled  to  by  a  resolution 
'*  of  Congress  of  the  20th  November,  1779,  and  make  return 
**  thereof  to  the  Clothier- General,  shall  have  credit  for  such  sup- 
'* plies  in  their  accounts  with  the  United  States;  and  whereas 
**  James  Tilton  and  Henry  Latimer,  senior  surgeons  in  the  army 
**  of  the  United  States,  have  prayed  the  Generd  Assembly  of  this 

*  *  State  to  be  furnished  with  clotfiing  as  aforesaid  ;  therefore 

''Resolved,  That  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  Clothier-General  of 

*  *  this  State,  be  authorized  and  directed  to  furnish  the  said  James 
**  Tilton  and  Henry  Latimer  with  such  articles  as  by  the  said 
**  resolution  is  directed,  and  make  return  thereof  to  the  Clothier- 
**  General  of  the  Army,  according  to  the  said  resolution,  and  also 
**tothb  State. 

'*  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

'  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVkof  Assembly,  *  * 
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Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  petition  and  resolution,  concurred 
in  by  the  Council,  be  returned  by  Mr.  Polk  to  the  House  of  As- 
semoly. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  bill  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  public  buildings,  &c.,  and  sundry  amendments  were 
proposed,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  to 
the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Baning. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10 
o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  June  19th,  1780. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday, 
and  also  Mr.  Bassett. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  preservation  of  public 
buildines,  &c.,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the 
Council  in  part  agreed  to  and  in  part  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  expor- 
tation of  provisions  from  this  State,  &c.,  with  the  amendments 
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proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  As- 
sembly and  made  therein. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  procuring  an 
immediate  supply  of  provisions  within  this  State  for  the  /Gmy 
of  the  United  States,  &c.,  accompanied  with  an  act  of  Congress 
of  the  I  St  instant,  a  letter  from  his  Excellency,  General  Washing- 
ton, to  the  Committee  of  Cooperation,  of  the  25th  May,  and  two 
letters  from  the  said  committee,  to  the  President  of  the  State,  of 
the  25th  May  and  2d  June,  1780,  on  the  subject  of  supplies. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  bill  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  public  buildings  and  its  amendments,  and  thereupon  they 
receded  from  their  first  amendment,  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
of  Assembly,  and  adhered  to  their  last,  a6o  disagreed  to  by  that 
House,  and  likewise  proposed  additional  amendments  to  the  said 
bill,  which  were  read,  agreed  to.  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed 
and  sent,  together  with  tne  said  bill  and  the  embargo  bill,  by  Mr. 
Conwell,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  also  the  following  mes- 
sage, viz :  * 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  for  procuring  an  immediate 
supply  of  provisions,  &c.,  together  with  the  act  of  Congress 
and  letters  accompanying  the  said  bill,  were  severally  read  the 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  bill  was  read  the  second  time  and 
ordered  to  lie  over  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Conwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
committed  to  his  charge  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  7  o'clock. 
*  This  message  is  not  recorded. 
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Tuesday.  A.  M..  June  20th,  1780. 
The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  bill  for  procuring 
an  immediate  supply  of  provisions,  &c.,  and  sundry  amendments 
to  the  same  were  proposed,  read,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  deliver  the  foregoing  bill,  and  the 
act  of  Congress  and  several  letters  accompanying  the  same,  to* 
gether  with  the  transcribed  amendments,  to  the  House  of  Assem* 
bly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr,  Hyatt,  beings  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  afore* 
said  papers  accordmg  to  order. 

Mr.  Stidham,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  his  Ex* 
cellency,  the  President,  inclosing  copies  of  two  letters  from  his 
Excellency,  General  Washington,  to  the  Committee  of  Coopera- 
tion, of  the  iith  and  i2lh  instant,  together  with  a  letter  from 
General  Washington,  of  the  2d  instant,  to  the  President  of  this 
State,  respecting  aids  of  Militia  from  this  State ;  and  also  a  bill 
for  embodying  a  number  of  Militia  for  the  purpose  of  reinforc- 
ing  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  foregoing  bill  and  message,  with  the  several  letters  accom- 
panying the  same,  were  severally  read,  and  the  said  message  is 
m  these  words,  viz  : 

' '  Gentlemen  of  the  Genernl  Assembly  : 

*'  Yesterday  evening  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of 
"Cooperation  at  Morris-town,  dated  the  12th  instant,  together 
**with  copies  of  two  letters  from  his  Excellency,  General  Wash- 
**ington,  to  the  committee  ;  all  which  I  have  directed  tlie  Secre- 
'*  tary  to  lay  before  your  Honors  immediately,  and  as  the  General 
'  *  is  very  pressing,  I  am  persuaded  you  will  do  ever}^ thing  in  your 
' '  power,  without  the  least  delay^  to  answer  his  expectations. 


"  Dover,  June  17,  1780. 


C.€:SAR  RODNEY. 
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On  motion,  leave  was  granted  to  Mr.  Polk  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  protection  of  the  trade  of  this  State  ;  whereupon  a  bill  for  this 
purpose  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  for  embodying  a  number  of  Mi- 
litia of  this  State,  &c. ,  was  read  the  seconci  time. 

The  same  was  a  third  time  by  paragraphs  read,  and  sundry 
amendments  thereto  were  proposea,  read,  agreed  to  and  ordered 
to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  deliver  the  said  bill,  with  the  trans- 
cribed amendments,  and  the  President's  message  and  letters  ac- 
companying the  same  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Mr.  John  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  certain  resolutions  of  that  House 
for  procuring  arms,  &c. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  resolutions  were  read  the 
first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  this  State  was  read 
the  second  time  and  agreed  to  by  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for 
their  consideration  and  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Cantwell. 

Mr.  Houston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
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ted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  accounts  of  Capt.  John  Lear- 
mouth,  the  superintendent  of  tlae  recruiting  semce  for  the  Dela- 
ware Regiment,  together  with  the  reports  of  the  committee  of  the 
House  01  Assembly  and  of  the  Auditor  General  on  the  said  ac- 
counts, and  the  muster  roll,  dated  30th,  1780. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  Doctor  Samuel 
McCalFs  account  for  rent  due  him  for  ground  whereon  the  Con- 
tinental stable  m  the  Town  of  Dover  is  erected,  with  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  the  Speakers  to  draw  an 
order  in  favor  of  the  said  Samuel  for  £2^, 

The  several  foregoing  accounts,  reports,  and  resolution  empow- 
ering the  Speakers  to  draw  an  order  in  favor  of  S.  McCall,  were, 
by  order,  severally  read  the  first  dme. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  procuring  arms,  &c*,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  some  amendments  were  proposed  thereto  ;  which  were 
read,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  CantwelJ, 

Mr.  Cantwellj  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  sev- 
eral papers  committed  to  him  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  moming  at  6  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A,  M.,  June  21st,  1780. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Bassett. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  for' procuring 
arms,  &c.,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council 
acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly, 

The  same  member  also  dehvered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  tlie  President  to  fit  out 
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barges  to  cruise  on  the  bay  and  river  of  Delaware  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  trade  thereof 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  procuring  arms,  &c.,  as  amended,  was  read 
and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Tuesday,  A.  M.,  20th  June,  1780. 

**  Whereas  it  may  be  necessary  from  time  to  time,  during  the 
**  recess  of  the  General  Assembly,  that  the  receivers  of  supplies 

*  *  in  the  respective  Counties  of  this  State  be  furnished  with  money 
**in  order  to  enable  them  to  proceed  on  the  business  assigned 
**them, 

''Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 

*  *  State  be  and  hereby  is  empowered  to  draw  his  order  on  the 

*  *  State  Treasurer  in  fevor  of  the  said  receivers  respectively  for 

*  *  such  sums  of  money  as  he  may  judge  necessary  to  enable  the 
''said  receivers  to  conduct  the  business  with  dispatch  and  ex- 
**pedition;  for  which  the  said  receivers  are  respectively  to  be 

*  *  accountable  to  the  General  Assembly. 

''Resolved also.  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief 
**  hereby  is  empowered  and  requested  to  write  to  the  Board  of 
**  War  to  procure  arms  and  other  accoutrements  for  the  use  of 
**the  three  hundred  and  fifteen  men  required  of  this  State,  the 

*  *  same  to  be  procured  on  loan,  or  charged  to  the  State,  as  may 

*  *  be  most  agreeable  to  the  said  Board. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

' '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVkof  Assembly,  *  * 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  empowering  the  President  to  fit  out  barges, 
&c. ,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
curred in,  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz  :  * 


*The  resolution  is  not  recorded. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr*  Patterson  return  the  tw^o  foregoing  resolu- 
tions, with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  to  each  respectively, 
to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Patterson,  being  returned,  reported  the  deliver)^  of  the 
same  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  empowering  the  Speakers  to  draw  an  order  in 
favor  of  S.  McCall  for  £  280,  was  read  the  second  time  and  re- 
jected. 

On  motion^  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on 
Capt  Learmouth's  accounts  was  read  the  second  time  and  agreed 
tO|  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

' '  Your  committee  who  were  directed  to  converse  with  Capt. 

*  *  Learmouth  on  the  subject  of  his  accounts,  have  had  such  con- 
*'  ference,  and  thereupon  beg  leave  to  report :  That  in  the  opin- 
*'ion  of  your  committee  the  premium  which  was  allowed  by  a 
**  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  dated  the  —  day  of  June, 
**  1770,  is  now  quite  insufficient  for  the  duty,  and  by  the  depre- 
**ciation  of  our  paper  currency  has  become  much  less  than  was 
**  desired  by  the  Legislature  ;  therefore  your  committee  are  of 
* '  opinion  that  the  reward  now  to  be  allowed  to  Capt  Learmouth 
**for  the  recruiting  service  should  be  made  equal  to  the  reward 
**  designed  by  the  Assembly  at  the  time  of  entering  into  the  reso- 
*'  lution  aforesaid,  and  also  that  the  reasonable  expenses  of  Capt, 

*  *  Learmouth  during  his  attendance  for  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 

*  *  counts  ought  to  be  paid  by  this  State. 

**  Your  committee,  being  further  instructed  to  report  what  may 
'  *  be  the  state  of  the  accounts,  do  report  that»  after  allowing  several 
'*sums  of  money  expended  in  takmg  up  and  securing  deserters^ 
'*and  also  for  Capt.  Learmouth's  expenses  going  to,  staying  at, 
'*and  returning  from  Philadelphia,  being  sent  there  h\  the  Gov- 
'  *  emor  for  money»  there  appears  due  from  the  said  Capt,  Lear- 
• '  mouth  the  sum  of  four  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty -six 
■*  dollars," 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Baning  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
Capt,  Learmouth's  muster  roll  and  recruiting  accounts,  with  the 
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report  of  the  committee  thereon  agreed  to  by  the  Council,  and 
the  Auditor  General's  report,  and  ako  deliver  the  resolution  em- 
powering the  Speakers  to  draw  an  order  in  favor  of  S.  McCall  for 
£  280,  rejected  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Baning  reported  the  delivery  of  the  aforesaid  several  papers 
according  to  order. 

Whereas  the  present  mode  of  raising  recruits  to  fill  up  the 
Delaware  Regiment  is  found,  by  experience,  not  to  answer  the 

food  purposes  thereby  intended ;  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy 
lling  up  the  regiment  aforesaid,  therefore 

Resolved^  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  in  this 
State  for  the  time  being  may,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered,  to  appoint  one  or  more  suitable  persons  in  each 
county  of  this  State,  inhabitants  thereof,  to  the  recruiting  service, 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Resolved  also,  That  every  person  on  the  recruiting  service, 
appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed  one  hundred  and  ninety 
dollars  for  each  able-bodied  soldier  he  may  enlist  to  serve  during 
the  war,  and  who  shall  pass  muster. 

That  an  additional  bounty  of  two  hundred  dollars,  over  and 
above  the  two  hundred  dollars  allowed  by  Congress,  be  given  to 
every  soldier  that  may  be  so  enlisted. 

That  the  President  advance,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  persons 
so  appointed,  out  of  the  money  in  his  hands  for  the  recruiting 
service  (if  any),  such  sums  as  he  may  think  necessary  for  the 
aforesaid  service ;  and 

That  the  persons  appointed  to  the  service  aforesaid  respectively 
shall,  when  called  upon  by  the  President,  account  with  him  for 
the  expenditures  of  all  monies  by  them  received  for  the  aforesaid 
service. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  deliver  the  foregoing  resolutions 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  account  of  Robert  Crozier  against  the  Delaware 
State,  for  services  done,  amounting  to  £^  306. 
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The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  directing  the 
County  Lieutenant  to  account  for  fines  received  ;  and  also  a  reso- 
lution requesting  the  President  to  write  to  Congress. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  account  of  Robert  Crozier  was  read»  considered,  and  al- 
lowed for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  four  pounds. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  directing  the  County  Lieutenant  to  account  for 
fines  received,  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Wednesday,  A.  M*»  June  21,  1780. 
•*On  motion, 

** Resolved,  That  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Counties  attend  the 
**  General  Assembly  at  their  meeting  in  October  next  without 
* '  fail,  and  render  an  account  of  the  fines  and  forfeitures  they 
* '  have  received, 

*  'Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  furnish  each  of  them  speedily  with 
*  *  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution. 


*'  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
•*  Sent  for  concurrence. 
On  motion,  by  order, 


JAS,  BOOTH, 
Cr  k  of  Assembly:' 


The  resolution  requesting  the  President  to  write  to  Congress, 
&c. ,  was  read  the  first  time  and  concurred  in,  and  follows  in  these 
words,  viz  ;  * 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Cantwell  return  the  foregoing  account, 
allowed  by  the  Council,  and  the  V^^o  last  mentioned  resolutions, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  to  each  respectively,  to  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

Mr,  Cantwell  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order* 

Mr.  West,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  laws,   engrossed  and 


♦  The  rcsoludon  ii  not  recorded  in  the  imntttcti. 
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respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  in 
order  to  be  comparea  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council, 
viz : 

1.  The  bill  for  the  preservation  of  public  buildings,  &c. ; 

2.  The  Embargo  bill ; 

3.  The  bill  for  payment  and  discharge  of  divers  receipts,  &c.  ; 

4.  The  Supply  bill ; 

5.  The  Militia  bill ; 

And  also  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing 
the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  same. 

On  motion,  the  several  foregoing  bills  were  read,  compared, 
and  ordered  to  be  signed  by  me  Speaker ;  which  was  done  ac- 
cordingly. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  before  men- 
tioned laws  was  read  the  first  time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Wednesday,  June  21,  1780. 
**On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
**  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to  the  following  bills,  to  wit : 

1.  **An  act  for  the  preservation  of  buildings  erected  upon  the 
lands  of  inhabitants  of  this  State  for  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
and  vesting  such  buildings  and  lands  in  the  United  States  during 
the  present  war,  and  to  punish  persons  for  waste  or  trespasses 
made  and  committed  thereon,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned ;" 

2.  '*An  act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  provisions  from  this 
State  beyond  the  seas  for  a  limited  time  ;'* 

3.  "An  act  for  payment  and  discharge  of  divers  receipts, 
notes,  or  certificates  in  the  hands  of  inhabitants  of  this  State, 
issued  by  Francis  Wade,  Esq.,  Deputy  Quartermaster  General 
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within  this  State  for  the  Continental  Army,  and  his  agents  or 
assistants,  for  forage  and  other  articles  furnished  by  them  to  the 
said  department  for  the  public  service  ;" 

4.  *  *  An  act  for  procuring  an  immediate  supply  of  provisions 
within  this  State  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  ;*' 

5.  **An  act  for  embodying  a  number  of  the  Militia  of  this 
State  for  the  purpose  of  reinforcing  the  Army  of  the  United 
States/' 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly.  * ' 

Ordered,  That  the  foreeoing  bills,  and  the  resolution  for 
affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  same,  respectively  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  Council,  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
by  Mr.  Collins. 

Who  reported  the  delivery  of  the  same  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  resolution  empowering  the  President  to  appoint 
one  or  more  persons  within  this  State  for  the  recruiting  service, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereto. 

Ordered^  That  the  Speaker  sign  an  order  in  favor  of  Derrick- 
son  and  Hazzard  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  ;  also  that 
he  draw  an  order  in  favor  of  James  Adams  for  ^1^533  ;  in  favor  of 
Wilson  and  Butler  for  ;^  156  15  :  o ;  and  also  in  favor  of  Benja- 
min Crooks  for  ;^  150  :  o  :  o  and  ;^  165  :  o  :  o,  and  Thomas  Black 
for  £  100  :  o  :  o. 

Whereupon  the  aforesaid  several  orders  were  immediately 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  and  took  into  consideration  the  accounts  of 
their  expenses  at  the  present  session,  and  the  following  allow- 
ances were  made,  to  wit : 

To  John  Clowes,  for  traveling  expenses,  as  per  bill, 

No.  I, £^     72  o  o 

To  Samuel  Patterson,  for  do.  do..  No.  2, 90  o  o 

To  William  Conwell,  for  do.  do..  No.  3, 85  o  o 

To  Peter  Hyatt,  for  do.  do.,  No.  4, 15  o  o 

To  Richard  Cantwell,  for  do.  do. ,  No.  5, 39  10  o 

To  William  Polk,  for  do.  do. ,  No.  6, 22100 

To  Benjamin  Vining,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  as  per 

bill.  No.  7, 337  26 

To  Thomas  North,  barber,  as  per  bill,  No.  8,  .    .    .  75  o  o 

To  French  Battell,  as  per  bill.  No.  9, 3»i42  12  6 

;£3>878  15  o 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  draw  orders  on  the  State  Trea- 
surer for  the  payment  of  the  aforesaid  sums. 

Whereupon  the  said  orders  was  immediately  drawn  and  signed 
by  the  Speaker. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  to  the  30th  day  of  September 
next,  to  meet  at  the  Town  of  Dover. 
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OCTOBER,  1780. 


VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  on  Friday, 
October  20th,  Anno  Domini,  1780,  a  sufficient  number  of  mem- 
bers to  make  a  quorum  not  attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from 
day  to  day  till  Wednesday,  November  ist,  1780. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  November  ist,  1780. 

The  following  members  appeared  in  the  Council,  viz  : 

For  New  Castle  County — Samuel  Patterson,  Richard  Cantwell. 

For  Kent  County — Thomas  Collins,  John  Baning. 

For  Sussex  County — William  Conwell,  William  Polk. 

The  return  of  Ae  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of  New 
Castie  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor  to  fill  the  seat  of  Peter  Hyatt, 
Esquire,  which  became  vacant  on  the  first  day  of  October  last  by 
rotation,  being  laid  on  the  table,  it  appears  that  Thomas  McDon- 
ough,  Esquire,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Council  for  the  said 
County  of^  New  Castle,  in  the  room  of  the  said  Peter  Hyatt,  on 
the  second  day  of  October  aforesaid. 

Mr.  McDonough  appeared  in  the  Council. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of 
Kent  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor  to  fill  the  seat  of  Ricnard 
Bassett,  Esquire,  which  became  vacant  on  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
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ber  last  by  rotation,  being  laid  on  the  table,  it  appears  that  John 
Cook.  Esqoirtf,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Council  for  the  said 
County  of  Kent,  on  the  second  day  of  October  aforesaid,  in  place 
of  Mr.  Bassett 

The  return  of  tlie  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of 
Sussex  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor,  being  laid  on  the  table,  it 
appears  that  John  Clowes,  Esquire,  whose  seat  became  vacant  on 
the  first  day  of  October  last  by  rotation,  was  reelected  a  member 
of  the  Council  for  the  said  County  of  Sussex,  on  the  second  day 
of  October  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Clowes  appeared  in  the  Council. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and 
Thomas  Collins,  Esquire,  was  elected. 

The  Speaker  being  seated  in  the  Chair,  Mr.  Benjamin  Vining 
was  chosen  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  Benjamin  Crooks  Door- 
keeper and  S^rgeant-at'Anns. 

Mr.  McDonough  and  Mn  Clowes,  the  two  members  chosen  at 
the  last  general  election,  took  the  oath  and  subscribed  the  decla- 
ration prescribed  by  the  twenty -second  article  of  the  Constitution 
of  this  State,  and  then  took  their  seats.     ^See  noie  an  page  /o.] 

Mr.  Benjamin  Vining,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  appeared  in  the 
House,  took  the  oath  and  subscribed  the  declaration  prescribed 
by  the  22d  article  of  the  Constitution,  and  also  took  the  oath  of 
ofiice.     [See  note  on  page  ii.'] 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Patterson  and  Clow*^  be  a  committee 
to  wait  on  the  President  and  inform  him  that  the  Council,  having 
met.  are  ready  to  receive  any  business  his  Excellency  may  have 
to  lay  before  them. 

The  committee,  being  returned,  reported  that  they  had  waited 
on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  according  to  order,  and  deliv- 
ered the  message  committed  to  them,  and  that  he  was  pleased,  in 
answer,  to  say,  that  he  had  laid  his  business  before  the  House  of 
Assembly,  and  that  the  same,  in  its  regular  course,  would  come 
before  the  Council. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from  the  Pre- 
sident of  Congress,  addressed  to  his  Excellency,  the  President, 
with  two  acts  of  that  honorable  body,  of  the  12th  and  24th  Au- 
gust last,  for  making  provision  for  the  officers  of  the  army. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from 
General  Gist  to  his  Excellency,  the  President,  of  the  12th  Sep- 
tember, 1780,  together  with  a  letter  from  Captain  James  Moore, 
addressed  to  Thomas  Collins,  Esquire,  and  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regi- 
ment. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  letters,  and  the  several 
papers  accompanying  the  same,  were  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  November  2d,  1780. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  were  read  a  second  time,  and 
an  amendment  was  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed,  and  that  Mr.  Patter- 
son wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  therewith,  and  also  return  the 
said  resolutions  and  the  several  acts  of  Congress  of  the  12th  and 
24th  August,  delivered  yesterday. 

Mr.  Patterson,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  said  papers  according  to  order. 
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Mr.  Collings,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assemblv*  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  respect- 
ing the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  with  the  amendment 
proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  As- 
sembly; which  were  read,  as  amended,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
Council,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

*•  In  the  House  of  Assembly^ 

** Tuesday,  P.  M.,  October  31st,  1780. 

* '  The  committee  to  whom  were  recommitted  the  report  on  the 

'acts  of  Congress  of  the  12th  and  24th  August,  and  the  letter 

'  *  from  General  Gist,  reported  an  essay  of  the  business  assigned 

'  them  ;  whereupon,  the  same  b^ing  read  and  concurred  in,  it  is 

•  ^Resolved,  That  an  immediate  supply  of  two  months  pay,  in 

*  specie,  be  advanced  by  this  State  to  each  of  the  officers  of  the 

*  Delaware  Regiment  who  were  made  prisoners  in  the  action  of 

*  the  r6th  of  August  last  and  now  remain  with  the  enemy,  and 

*  also  to  Capt.  James  Moore  and  Lieutenant  John  Hyatt,  of  the 

*  said  regiment,  who  are  now  prisoners  on  Long  Island  ;  and 

*  that  one  months  pay,  in  specie,  be  advanced  to  the  other  offi- 

*  cers  of  the  said  regiment,  who  have  been  in  the  service  of  the 

*  United  States  of  America  in  the  Southern  Department, 

**That,  in  order  to  procure  the  said  sum,  in  specie,  eighty- 

*  five  thousand  dollars,  in  Bills  of  Credit,  emitted  by  Congress, 
'  be  forthwith  laid  out  by  Samuel  Patterson,  Esquire,  the  State 

*  Treasurer,  in  the  purchase  of  a  sum  of  money,  in  specie,  for 

*  the  purpose  aforesaid  ;  and   that  an  order  be  drawn  by  the 

*  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  to  enable 
'  the  said  Treasurer  to  apply  so  much  of  the  public  money  for 

*  the  us€  aforesaid  ;  and,   as  soon  as  the  same  specie  shall  be 

*  obtained,  that  the  State  Treasurer  pay  such  part  thereof  as  is 
'  hereinbefore  allotted   to   t}ie  officers  who   have   been   in   the 

*  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  Southern  army  to  Captain 

*  William  McKennan  ;  or,   in  case  of  his  death,  or  inability  to 

*  proceed  to  the  army,  to  such  other  person  as  the  State  Trea- 

*  surer  may  think  proper,  who  is  to  be  accountable  to  the  Gen- 

*  eral  Assembly  for  the  disposition  of  the  said  monies  ;  and  that 
*the  Slate  Treasurer  remit  the  part  allotted  to  Captain  Moore 

*  and  Lieutenant  Hyatt  in  such  way  as  he  shall  deem  most  safe. 

**That  the  State  Treasurer  charge  the  Continental  Treasury 
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*  *  with  the  said  eighty-five  thousand  dollars  as  so  much  advanced 
**  of  this  State's  quota  for  the  United  States. 

'*That  the  Clothier- General  of  this  State  be  directed  to  pur- 
'*  chase  immediately  the  necessary  clothing  and  stores  for  the 
**  officers  and  soldiers,  as  well  prisoners  as  others,  belonging  to 
*'the  aforesaid   regiment,   and  have  them   forwarded,  with  all 

*  *  convenient  speed,  to  the  said  officers  and  soldiers ;  and  that 
* '  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of  the  said 
**aothier-General  for  the  sum  of  fifty-five  thousand  dollars,  to 

*  *  enable  him  to  perform  that  service  ;  the  said  Clothier-General 
**to  account  with  the  General  Assembly  for  the  expenditure  of 

*  *  the  aforesaid  sum. 

**  Extract  fi-om  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly,  *  * 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantwell  return  the  foregoing  resolutions, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto,  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  and  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 


Friday,  November  3,  1780. 

The  Council  met  and  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  November  4th,  1780. 
The  Council  met     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr,  Cook,  a  member  of  the  Council  for  the  County  of  Kent* 
now  appeared  in  the  Council,  took  the  oath  and  subscribed  the 
declaration  prescribed  by  the  226.  article  of  the  Constitution  of 
this  State,  and  then  took  his  seat.     [See  note  on  page  /o,] 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  petition,  signed  by 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Sussex  County,  with  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
divers  persons  concerned  in  the  late  insurrection  in  that  county, 
founded  on  the  said  petition. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  respecting  an  adjournment;  which,  by  order,  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 


*'0n  motion. 


**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Friday,  P.  M.,  November  3,  1780, 


^*  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  intention  of  this  House  to  adjourn 

^*the  present  sessions  to-morrow  evening  to  a  distant  day;  and 
**  that  Mr.  Peef^^  wait  on  the  Council  with  a  copy  of  this  resolu* 
"  tion  for  their  information. 

* '  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

**JAS.  booth,  Crko/ Assembler 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Sussex  County,  and 
the  bill  founded  thereon,  were  severally  read  the  hrst  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  sus- 
pending the  operation  of  the  tender  bills  for  a  limited  time,  the 
same  was  granted,  and  a  bill  for  that  purpose  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and,  by  order,  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 
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The  bill  for  the  relief  of  divers  persons  concerned  in  the  late 
insurrection  in  Sussex  County,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
was  referred  to  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  Clowes,  and  Mr.  Patterson,  to 
report  thereon  this  afternoon. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  suspending  the  operation  of  the  tender  bills,  was 
read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  McDonough,  Cook, 
and  Polk,  to  report  thereon. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Kollock,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  President's  message 
to  the  General  Assembly,  of  the  25th  ultimo,  inclosing  three  cir- 
cular letters  from  the  President  of  Congress,  an  act  of  Congress, 
of  the  25th  August,  for  ascertaining  the  rank  of  Governors ;  one 
of  the  6th  September  last,  for  facilitating  the  final  ratification  of 
the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and  one  of  the  20th  September, 
containing  a  new  arrangement  of  the  army,  together  with  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  and  some  proceedings  of  the 
respective  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia 
relative  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation. 

The  same  member  also  presented  to  the  Chair  a  message  from 
the  President  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  28th  October,  in- 
closing an  act  of  Congress  of  the  loth  of  the  same  month,  res- 
pecting such  unappropriated  lands  as  may  be  ceded  or  relin- 
quished to  the  United  States  by  any  particular  State. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  President's  message  of  the  25th  ultimo,  and  its  inclosures, 
were  severally  read,  and  the  said  message  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 
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*  Genilcfnen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

**  Divers  acts  of  Congress,  accompanied  with  circular  letters, 

*  from  the  President  of  that  honorable  body,  and  other  papers 
'  relative  thereto,  have  been  transmitted  to  me  since  the  close  of 

*  the  last  session.  These  papers,  from  their  nature  and  impor* 
'  tance  to  the  welfare  of  the  State  indispensably  claiming  the 
'attention  of  the  Legislature,  I  have  directed  the  Secretary  to 
'  lay  before  your  Honors  for  your  consideration,  to  wit :  One 
'of  the  6th  ultimo,  recommending  measures  to  be  adopted  by 

*  the  several  States  for  facilitating  the  completion  and  final  rati* 
'  fication  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  with  an  act  of  the 

Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  proceedings  of  the 
'  respective  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia 
'  relative  to  that  subject;  two  acts  of  the  12th  and  24th  of  August 
'  last,  making  further  provision  for  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
'  the  Continental  Army,  with  recommendations  to  the  several 
'  States  ;  one,  of  the  25th  of  the  same  month,  ascertaining  the 
'  rank  of  Governors  or  Presidents  of  the  several  States  when 
'they  may  act  in  tlie  field  together,  or  in  conjunction  with  the 
'  Continental  Anny  ;  one,  of  the  26th,  earnestly  recommending 
'  to  the  several  States  to  take  the  most  speedy  and  effectual 
'  means  in  their  power  for  drawing  in  their  respective  quotas  of 
'  the  Continental  Bilb  of  Credit,  to  be  destroyed  by  taxes,  or 
'  exchanging  for  them  new  bills,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of 
'  the  iSth  of  March  last,  that  the  whole  of  the  new  bills  may  be 
■issued;  also  recommending  to  the  several  States  to  raise  by 
'taxes,  payable  in  the  new  bills  above  mentioned,  or  specie, 
'  their  respective  quotas  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  agreeable 
'to  the  apportionment  of  the  7th  of  October,  1779,  and  pay 
'  the  same  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  as  soon  as 
'  possible,  the  payment  to  be  duly  completed  by  the  last  day  of 
'  December  next ;  one,  of  the  20th  of  September  last,  containing 
'  a  new  arrangement  of  the  army  ;  one,  of  the  29th  of  the  same 
'  month,  recommending  to  the  States  respectively  to  supply  their 
'  Delegates  with  money  for  their  support  by  other  means  than 
'  drawing  on  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  except  only  io 
'  such  cases  as  may  render  that  mode  indispensably  necessary  ; 
'and  a  proclamation  of  the  i8th  instant,  recommending  Thurs- 
'  day,  the  7th  of  December  next,  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of 
'  Thanksgiving  and  Prayer. 

**  I  have  also  directed  the  Secretary  to  lay  before  your  Honors 
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**  a  letter,  dated  at  the  camp  at  Hillsborough  on  the  12th  ultimo, 
"addressed  to  me  from  Brigadier-General  Gist,  requesting  a 
**  supply  of  clothing  and  stores  for  the  troops  of  this  State  in  the 
**  Southern  army,  and  also  money  and  necessaries  to  render  com- 
**  fortable  the  situation  of  such  of  our  troops  as  were  lately  cap- 
*  *  tivated  and  are  now  prisoners  with  the  enemy. 

**  Dover,  October  25,  1780.  CJESAR  RODNEY.*' 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  President's  message  of  the  28th  ul- 
timo, and  the  act  of  Congress  inclosed  therem,  were  severally 
read,  and  the  said  message  follows  in  these  words,  to  wit : 

* '  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

**I  have  just  received  from  the  President  of  Congress  an  act 
**  of  that  honorable  body,  dated  the  loth  instant,  respecting  such 
**  unappropriated  lands  as  may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  to  the 
''United  States  by  any  particular  State  pursuant  to  the  recom- 
**mendation  of  the  6th  of  September  last,  which  I  have  directed 
**  the  Secretary  to  lay  before  your  Honors. 

**  Dover,  October  28,  1780.  CiESAR  RODNEY." 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  divers  persons  concerned  in  the  late  insurrection  in  Sussex 
County,  now  reported  an  amendment  to  the  same ;  which,  by 
order,  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed,  and  that  Mr.  Mc- 
Donough  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  therewith  for  their 
concurrence,  and  that  he  retiun  the  petition  from  the  inhabitants 
of  Sussex  County  and  the  foregoing  bill. 

Mr.  McDonoueh,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited 
on  the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  said  papers  according  to 
order. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  for  suspending  the  operation 
of  the  tender  bills  for  a  limited  time  was  referred,  rejected  the  said 
bill  and  delivered  a  new  bill,  in  lieu  thereof,  at  the  table ;  which, 
by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  passed 
the  Council. 
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Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  for  concurrence,  by  Mr,  Polk, 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Mr  Peery,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
persons  concerned  in  the  late  insurrection  in  Sussex  County,  with 
a  paper  of  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  said  biU, 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  resolutions  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  facilitating  the  completion  of  the  Delaware  Regi- 
ment ;  and  presented  to  the  Chair  an  account  of  Capt  William 
Mc  Ken  nan,  amounting  to  four  thousand  two  hundred  dollars,  for 
the  traveling  expenses  of  himself,  a  sergeant  and  one  soldier,  from 
camp  at  Hillsborough  to  this  State  on  the  public  service,  with  a 
resolution  of  that  House  for  the  payment  of  the  said  sum  of 
4,200  dollars  to  Captain  McKennan. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  resolutions  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the  Delaware  bay 
and  river. 

The  said  member  also  delivered  a  proclamation  of  Congress  of 
the  1 8th  October^  respecting  the  appointment  of  Thursday,  the 
7th  day  of  December  next,  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of  Thanks- 
giving and  Prayer,  with  a  resolution  of  that  House  for  the  said 
purpose. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
divers  persons  concerned  in  the  late  insurrection  in  Sussex  Coun- 
ty, were  read,  considered  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Conwell  return  the  said  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  agreed  to  by  the  Council,  together  with  the 
bill 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  with  the  said  papers  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 
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The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  facilitating;  the 
completion  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
curred in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Saturday,  A.  M.,  November  4,  1780. 

**  The  House,  taking  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
**  mittee  respecting  the  filling  up  of  the  Delaware  Regiment, 

''Resolved,  That,  in  addition  to  the  resolves  of  the  late  Gen- 
'*eral  Assembly  made  on  the  21st  of  June  last,  the  President  or 
**Commander-m-Chief  be  requested  to  issue  his  orders  to  such 

*  *  of  the  officers  of  the  said  regiment  as  now  are  or  shortly  may 
**  be  returned  into  this  State,  and  not  assigned  to  particular  duty, 
**to  proceed  in  the  enlisting  of  able-bodied  men  into  the  said 
**  regiment,  to  serve  during  the  war,  upon  the  terms  prescribed 
**in  the  resolves  aforesaid;  and  that  tne  President  recommend 
**to  such  officers  respectively  a  strict  attention  to  this  duty,  as 
'*  also  to  the  searching  after  and  apprehending  any  deserters  that 

*  *  may  be  within  the  State. 

''Resolved  also,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief 
'  *  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  draw  orders 

*  *  on  the*  State  Treasurer  for  a  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding  forty 
''thousand  dollars,  as  a  further  supply  for  the  service  aforesaid. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly, ' ' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

Capt.  William  McKennan's  account,  and  the  resolution  for  the 
payment  of  4,200  dollars  to  Capt.  McKennan,  were  read  the  first 
time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  a  second  time,  the  said 
account  was  allowed,  and  the  said  resolution  concurred  in,  and  is 
in  these  words,  to  wit : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Saturday,  P.  M.,  November  4,  1780. 
"An  account  fi'om  Willia.m  McKennan,  a  captain  in  the  Dela- 
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*  *  ware  Regiment,  amounting  to  four  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 
*'lar5,  for  the  traveHng  expenses  of  himself,  a  sergeant  and  one 
**  soldier,  from  camp  at  Hillsborough  to  this  State,  on  the  public 
**ser\'ice,  was  presented  to  the  Chair,  and,  being  read  and  con- 
*'sidered»  was  allowed. 

'* Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  an  order 
•'on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  said  sum  of  four  thousand  tw^o 
' '  hundred  dollars  in  favor  of  the  said  Capt  William  McKennan, 


* '  Extract  from  the  minutes, 
'  *  Sent  for  concurrence. 

On  motion,  by  order, 


J  AS.  BOOTH. 
Cl'kof  Assembly.  *  * 


The  resolutions  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  the  Delaware 
bay  and  river  were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
curred m,  and  are  as  follows,  viz : 

**  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  A.  M,»  November  4.  1780. 

**  Whereas  the  trade  of  this  State  on  the  Delaware  bay  and 
'*  river  hath  been  and  still  is  Interrupted  and  impeded  by  armed 
**  boats  and  cruisers  from  New  York  and  elsewhere  ;  for  preven- 
'  •  tion  whereof 

"'Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander^in  Chief  be  and 
* '  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  contract  for  and  fit  out  an  armed 
'^vessel,  not  exceeding  sixty  tons  in  burthen,  with  such  armed 
**  boat  or  boats  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  to  be  with  and  attend 
**such  vessel,  and  appoint  and  commission  proper  persons  as 
'  *  officers  of  tJie  same  vessels,  assigning  the  number  of  the  crew 
' '  and  fixing  their  pay  per  day,  over  and  above  the  benefit  of  all 
'  *  prizes  by  them  taken  and  prosecuted  to  condemnation  in  the 
**  Court  of  Admiralty  of  this  State. 

^"^ Resolved,  That  the  expenses  which  may  be  incurred  by  the 
"carrying  the  foregoing  resolve  bto  execution  shall  be  borne 
'*and  paid  by  this  State. 

**And  to  the  end  that  an  immediate  supply  of  money  may  be 
"  obtained  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 
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''Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand 
**  dollars  be  borrowed  upon  the  credit  of  the  State,  and  that  the 
**  President  sign  certificates  to  the  person  or  persons  lending  the 
**  same,  in  the  following  form,  to  wit  : 

**  The  Delaware  State  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  - 


*  *  dollars  from ,  for  the  payment  whereof  to  the 

**said ,  his  executors,  acimmistrators,  or  assigns, 

**  according  to  their  value  now  settled  at  the  rate  of  seventy-five 
**for  one  m  specie,  on  or  before  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  October 
**  next,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  the 
**  faith  of  the  said  State  is  hereby  pledged  according  to  the  tenor 
**  of  certain  resolves  of  the  General  Assembly  made  at  Dover 

**  the  4th  day  of  November,  1780.    Witness  my  hand  the 

**day  of ,  Anno  Domini,  1780. 

''And  whereas  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  neighbouring 
**  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  is  affected  and  injured 
**  by  the  depredations  made  by  such  armed  boats  and  cruisers, 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  President  or  Com- 
**  mander-in-Chief  of  this  State  that  he  apply,  by  way  of  letters, 
**to  the  executive  authority  of  the  neighbouring  States  aforesaid 
**  for  their  aid  and  assistance  in  the  protection  of  the  general  trade 

*  *  of  the  bay  and  river  aforesaid  by  sending  one  or  more  armed 

*  *  vessels  on  this  service. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

' '  Sent  for  concuirence.  CV  k  of  Assembly, '  * 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  day  of  Thanksgiving 
and  Prayer  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
curred in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Saturday,  A.  M.,  November  4,  1780. 

**  Whereas  Congress,  by  their  proclamation  dated  the  i8th 
**day  of  October  k^t,  have  recommended  to  the  several  States 
**  to  set  apart  Thursday,  the  seventh  day  of  December  next,  to 
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'  *  be  observed  as  a  day  of  public  Thanksgiving  and  Prayer ; 
*' therefore 

''Resolved,  That  Thursday,  the  seventh  day  of  December 
**  aforesaid,  be  set  apart  throughout  this  State  as  a  day  of  pub- 
"lic  Thanksgiving  and  Prayer  to  Almighty  God  for  the  pur- 
' '  poses  in  the  above-recited  proclamation  of  Congress,  and  that 
"  nis  Excellency,  the  President,  be  requested  to  publish  the  same 
**  by  proclamation. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CI*  k  of  Assembly. '  * 

Ordered,  That  the  four  last  mentioned  resolutions,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Couicil  respectively  thereto,  Captain  Mc- 
Kennan's  account,  the  proclamation  of  Congress,  and  the  several 
messages  from  the  President,  with  their  inclosures,  be  returned 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Cook. 

Mr.  Cook,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  with  the  said  papers  according  to  order. 

Doctor  Clayton,  a  member  from  the  House  of  Assembly, 
attending,  was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  to 
suspend,  for  a  Hmited  time,  the  operation  of  the  several  acts  of 
Assembly  of  this  State  for  making  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  the 
United  States  and  of  this  State  a  legal  tender  in  the  payment  of 
debts  equal  to  gold  and  silver,  with  a  paper  of  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly  ;  which  were  taken  into 
consideration  and  acceded  to. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

The  said  bill  being  engrossed,  was,  by  order,  read  and  com- 
pared. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by 
Mr.  McDonough. 

Mr.  McDonough,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  Young,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  divers  persons 
concerned  in  the  late  insurrection  in  Sussex  County,  and  also  the 
bill  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  operation  of  the  several 
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acts  of  Assembly  of  this  State  for  making  the  Bills  of  Credit  of 
the  United  States  and  of  this  State  a  legal  tender  in  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  equal  to  gold  and  silver,  respectively  signed  by 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  a  resolution  of  that 
House  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  thereto. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  respecting  an 
adjournment 

Ordered^  That  the  two  foregoing  bills  be  signed  by  the  Speaker 
of  the  Council ;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  thereto  was  read  and 
concurred  in,  and  follows  in  these  words,  to  wit : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Saturday,  P.  M.,  November  4,  1780. 
**On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
**  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to  the  following  bills,  to  wit : 

1.  **An  act  for  the  relief  of  divers  persons  concerned  in  the 
late  insurrection  in  Sussex  County  ;'* 

2.  **An  act  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  operation  of 
the  several  acts  of  Assembly  of  this  State  for  making  the  Bilk 
of  Credit  of  the  United  States  and  of  this  State  a  legal  tender  in 
the  payment  of  debts  equal  to  gold  and  silver.'* 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly. '  * 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  respecting  an  adjournment  was  read  and  con- 
curred in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Saturday,  P.  M.,  November  4,  1780. 
**On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  will  meet 
**at  the  Town  of  New  Casde  on  the  day  to  which  the  present 
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*' sessions  may  be  adjourned,  and  there  sit  to  transact  the  public 
•'business. 


'  *  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
*  *  Sent  for  concurrence. 


J  AS.  BOOTH, 
CVk  of  Assembly:' 


Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  was 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  accounts  of  Capt.  Mc- 
Kennan,  Henry  Nash,  and  Benjamin  Crooks,  for  services  done ; 
which,  by  order^  were  read,  considered  and  allowed,  except  as  to 
the  account  of  Capt.  McKennan,  which  the  Council  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  the  bills  and  resolutions  before  mentioned, 
respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  and  the  fore- 
going accounts,  be  returned,  by  Mr.  Conwell,  to  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

Mr,  Con  well,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  same  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  8  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


The  Council  met. 


Sunday,  A.  M.»  November  5th,  1780. 
Present  all  the  members. 


Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  was 
admitted,  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  notification  of 
their  adjournment,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
*' Saturday,  P.  M.,  November  4,  1780, 
**  On  motion, 

'' Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  at  the  time  of  the  adjourn- 
**ment  of  the  present  sessions,  adjourn  the  same  to  Thursday, 
**  the  fourth  day  of  January  next. 

*  *  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

^'JAS.  BOOTH,  CV  k  of  Assembly:' 
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Which,  by  order,  ^-as  read. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  and  allowed  the  following 
accounts,  brought  in  for  the  service  of  the  State  at  this  present 
sitting,  to  wit : 

To  French  Battell,  for  the  expenses  of  the  members 

of  the  Council, /3»i"   156 

To  John  Qowes.  Esq. .  for  his  traveling  expenses,  .  60    o  o 

To  William  Conwell.  Esq.,  for  ditto,       60    o  o 

To  William  Polk,  Esq.,  for  ditto,   . 30    o  o 

To  Thomas  McEkKiough,  Esq.,  for  ditto 41     5  o 

To  Samuel  Patterson.  Esq. .  for  ditto 80    7  o 

To  Richard  Cant^ell.  Esq.,  for  ditto, 18  15  o 

To  Benjamin  Vining,  Esq.,  Qerk  of  the  Council    .  311     50 

To  Thomas  North,  barber. 6900 

£31^2    7  6 

Ordered,  That  orders  be  drawn,  and  signed  by  the  Speaker, 
on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the  said  sum. 

Whereupon  orders  were  accordingly  drawn  and  signed  by  the 
Speaker. 

Then  the  Coundl  adjourned  to  Thursday,  the  fourth  day  of 
January  next,  to  meet  at  the  Tou-n  of  New  Castle. 


MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL. 


JANUARY.  1781. 


VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,   JANUARY,   1781. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  New  Castle,  by 
adjournment,  on  Thursday,  the  fourth  day  of  January,  Anno 
Domini,  1781,  a  quorum  of  the  members  to  form  a  House  not 
attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  till  Saturday, 
the  13th  instant. 


Saturday,  P.  M.,  January  13th,  1781. 

The  following  members  attended,  viz  : 

For  New  Castle  County — Samuel  Patterson,  Richard  Cantwell. 

For  Kent  County — Thomas  Collins. 

For  Sussex  County — ^John  Clowes,  William'  Polk. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Patterson  and  Mr.  Clowes  be  a  committee 
to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  acquaint  him  that 
the  Council,  having  met,  are  ready  to  receive  any  business  he 
may  have  to  lay  before  them. 

Adjourned  till  12  o'clock  on  Monday. 
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Monday,  January  15th,  1781. 
The  Council  met  and  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  P.  M.,  January  i6th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs. 
Baning,  Polk,  and  Cook. 

The  committee  appointed  on  Saturday  last  to  wait  on  the  Pre- 
sident, now  reported  that  they  had  waited  on  him,  according  to 
order,  and  delivered  the  message  committed  to  them  ;  when  his 
Excellency  was  pleased,  in  answer,  to  say,  that  he  had  laid  his 
papers  before  the  House  of  Assembly,  which,  in  course,  would 
come  before  the  Council ;  and  at  the  same  time  expressed  his 
wish  that  the  General  Assembly  would  give  the  important  busi- 
ness now  before  them  all  possible  dispatch. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  was 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message,  of  the  13th  in- 
stant, addressed  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  his  Excellency, 
the  President,  with  Jiis  Excellency's  message,  in  answer  thereto, 
inclosing  a  return  of  the  Receiver  of  Supplies  for  Sussex  County, 
and  also  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the 
supplies. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  adjust  the  State 
Treasurer's  accounts. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  foregoing  message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  his 
Excellency,  the  President,  was  read,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

'*A  Message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  His  Excel- 
**lency,  ciesar  rodney,  esquire,  president  and  com- 
**  mander-in-Chief  of  the  Delaware  State. 
'  *  Sir — The  House  of  Assembly  request  you  to  inform  them 
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*  what  quantities  of  the  supplies  in  kind  ordered  to  be  raised  in 

*  this  State  within  the  last  year  have  been  collected  in  each  of 

*  the  Counties  of  this  State,  and  what  the  several  species  of  those 
'  supplies  are,  and  also  what  quantities  of  those  supplies,  and 
'what  several  species  of  them,  have  been  delivered  by  the 
'  Receiver  in  each  County  for  the  supply  of  the  troops  of  the 

*  United  States,  or  any  of  them,   as  oy  the  act  for  furnishing 

*  supplies  within  this  State  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
*for  the  ensuing  campaign,  passed  at  Lewes-town,  the  15th  of 

*  April  last :  and  also  by  the  act  for  procuring  an  immediate 
'supply  of  provisions  within  this  State  for  the  Army  of  the 

*  United  States  of  America,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
*tioned,  passed  at  Dover,  the  21st  June,  1780,  is  provided. 

**  Signed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

'NICHOLAS  VANDYKE,  Speaker, 
*' New  Castle,  13th  January,  1781. 

*  *  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

**JAS.  BOOTH,  Cr k  of  Assembfyr 
On  motion,  by  order, 

The  President's  message,  in  answer  to  the  above,  and  its  inci- 
sures, were  severally  read,  and  the  said  message  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

* '  Gentlemen  of  ike  Assembly  : 

**  In  answer  to  your  message  of  the  13th  instant,  I  beg  leave 

*  *  to  acquaint  your  Honors  that  the  Receivers  have  sent  me  no 
* '  returns  since  their  several  appointments,  except  one  from  the 
* '  Receiver  of  Sussex  County,  which  will  be  laid  before  you  here- 
'*  with,  tho*  strictly  enjoined  to  it  by  my  instructions,  as  well  as 

*  *  by  the  acts  of  Assembly  referred  to,  and  therefore  it  is  not  in 
**my  power  to  give  the  House  that  information  they  wish  to 
**have  relative  to  the  collection  and  delivery  of  supplies.  I  be- 
**lieve  they  have  collected  considerable  quantities,  but  have  been 
**much  interrupted  in  the  transportation  thereof  from  the  Coun- 
**ties  of  Kent  and  Sussex  by  the  refugee  armed  boats.  The 
**  Receiver  for  New  Castle  County  informs  me  that  for  some  time 

*  *  past  he  has  not  been  able  to  carry  on  his  business  for  want  of  a 
''supply  of  money. 

"CiESAR  RODNEY. 
"New  Castle,  January  15th,  1781.'' 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  sup- 
plies, was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
curred in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Monday,  January  15,  1781. 

**It  appearing  to  the  House,  by  his  Excellency,  the  Presi- 
"  dent's  answer  to  their  message  of  the  13th  instant  respecting 
**  the  supplies  directed  to  be  raised  and  obtained  in  this  State  for 
**  the  use  of  the  Federal  Army,  that  no  returns  have  been  made 
*'to  him  by  the  Receivers  of  Supplies  in  either  of  the  Counties 
**  of  New  Castle  or  Kent,  and  no  return  from  the  Receiver  of  the 
**  County  of  Sussex  since  the  20th  of  September  last, 

''Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  forthwith  to  call 

*  *  upon  those  several  Receivers  for  returns  of  the  quantities  of 
''supplies  raised  or  purchased  within  this  State  in  the  last  year, 
**  specifying  the  places  where  the  same  shall  be  deposited  ;  and 
**  also  returns  of  the  quantities  of  those  supplies  by  them  respec- 
*'  tively  delivered  for  the  use  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States, 
'  *  or  any  of  them  ;  and  that  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  mea- 

*  *  sures  be  taken  for  the  delivery  or  transportation  of  the  residue 
* '  of  those  supplies  for  the  use  of  the  Federal  Army. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CV  k  of  Assembly, '  * 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  adjust 
the  State  Treasurer's  account  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
curred m,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Saturday,  P.  M.,  January  13,  1781. 

*  *  On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  Mr.  Latimer,  Mr.  Kollock,  and  Mr.  Barratt 
**bea  committee,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  join  with  a  com- 
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*'  mittee  to  be  ^pointed  by  the  CoandL  to  settle  and  adjust  the 
**  State  Treasurer's  accounts,  and  to  make  report  thereof  kxA- 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH. 

'•  Sent  for  concurrence.  0"k  of  AssewMy."* 

And  tfaerei^xMi  the  Council  do  appoint  Mr.  Gowes  and  Mr. 
McDoQOU^  to  be  a  conmiittee  to  jom  with  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  AssemUy  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  McDonough  return  the  foregoing  messages 
and  resolutions,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Councfl  mereto  res* 
pectivdy,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to>morrow. 


Wednesday.  January  17th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.     Some  of  the  members  being  on  a  com- 
mittee, the  Council  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday.  A.  M.,  January  18th,  1781. 
^resent  aD  tl 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met.  Present  aU  the  members,  except  Messrs.  Polk 
and  Cook. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met  and  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  sup- 
plies, was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
curred in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Monday,  January  15,  1781. 

'*  It  appearing  to  the  House,  by  his  Excellency ^  the  Presi- 
**  dent's  answer  to  their  message  of  the  13th  instant  respecting 
^*  the  supplies  directed  to  be  raised  and  obtained  in  this  State  for 

*  *  the  use  of  the  Federal  Army,  that  no  returns  have  been  made 

*  *  to  him  by  the  Receivers  of  Supplies  in  either  of  the  Counties 

*  *  of  New  Castle  or  Kent,  and  no  return  from  the  Receiver  of  the 
* '  County  of  Sussex  since  the  20th  of  September  last» 

'* Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  forthwith  to  call 

*  *  upon  those  several  Receivers  for  returns  of  the  quantities  of 
*' supplies  raised  or  purchased  within  this  State  in  the  last  year, 
* '  specifying  the  places  where  the  same  shall  be  deposited  ;  and 
* '  also  returns  of  the  quantities  of  those  supplies  by  them  respec- 
* '  tively  delivered  for  the  use  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States^ 
*'  or  any  of  them  ;  and  that  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  mea- 

*  *  sures  be  taken  for  the  delivery  or  transportation  of  the  residue 
**  of  those  supplies  for  the  use  of  the  Fecleral  Army, 


' '  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
'  *  Sent  for  concurrence. 
On  motion,  by  order, 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
Ci '  k  of  Assembly.  * ' 


The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  adjust 
the  State  Treasurer's  account  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
curred m,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 


* '  On  motion, 


*'  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
'*  Saturday,  P.  M.»  January  15,  1781. 


'* Resolved f  That  Mr,  Latimer,  Mr.  KoUock,  and  Mr.  Barratt 
"  be  a  committee,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  join  with  a  cocd- 
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*'  mittee  to  be  appointed  by  the  Council,  to  settle  and  adjust  the 
**  State  Treasurer's  accounts,  and  to  make  report  thereof  forth- 
•*with. 

*'  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVkof  Assembly. ' ' 

And  thereupon  the  Council  do  appoint  Mr.  Clowes  and  Mr. 
McDonough  to  be  a  committee  to  jom  with  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McDonough  return  the  foregoing  messages 
and  resolutions,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  ttiereto  res- 
pectively, to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  January  17th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.     Some  of  the  members  being  on  a  com- 
mittee, the  Council  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  January  i8th,  1781. 
^resent  all  tl 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs.  Polk 
and  Cook. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met  and  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


598  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


Friday,  A.  M.,  January  19th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  committee  appointed  tp  join  with  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  to  adjust  tfie  accounts  of  the  State  Treasurer, 
being  still  engaged  in  that  business,  the  Council  adjourned  to  10 
o'clock  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  January  20th,  1781. 
The  Council  met  and  adjourned  to  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  January  22d,  1781. 

The  Council  met,  and  having  no  business  laid  before  them  by 
the  House  of  Assembly,  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Satur- 
day, the  27th  instant. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  January  27th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Cook. 

Mr.  McDonough  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  com- 
mitted to  him  on  Tuesday,  the  i6th  instant,  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met 

Mr.  Houston,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Public  Ac- 
counts. 

Mr.  CoUings,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  Paul 
Quenoault,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Delaware  Regiment,  with  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  four  thou- 
sand dollars  to  the  said  Paul  Quenoault. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Public 
Accounts  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
curred in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

*'  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Thursday,  P.  M.,  January  25,  1781. 
**On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  Mr.  Clayton,  Mr.  KoUock,  and  Mr.  White 
"  be  a  Committee  of  Public  Accounts,  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
'  *  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Council,  pro- 
'  *  posing  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  their  body  to  join 
**  with  the  committee  aforesaid. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

•*JAS.  BOOTH,  Crk  of  Assembly:' 

And  thereupon  the  Council  have  appointed  Mr.  McDonough 
and  Mr.  Polk  to  be  a  committee  on  their  part  to  join  with  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  petition  of  Lieutenant  Paul  Quenoault,  and  the  resolution 
founded  thereon,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 
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By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
following  amendment  was  proposed  to  the  said  resolution,  viz : 
To  insert  the  word  [^six]  before  the  word  [thousand],  instead  of 
the  word  [four]  ;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  trans- 
cribed. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Public  Ac- 
counts, with  the  concurrence  and  appointment  of  the  Council 
thereto ;  and  also  return  the  foregoing  petition  and  resolution, 
with  the  transcribed  amendment  thereto. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning  at  lo  o'clock. 


Monday,  P.  M.,  January  29th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday, 
except  Mr.  Patterson  and  Mr.  McDonough. 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers  com- 
mitted to  his  charge,  according  to  the  order  of  Saturday. 

Mr.  Cook,  who  had  been  absent,  now  appeared,  and  in  his 
place  made  his  excuse  for  his  non-attendance ;  which  was  ad- 
mitted. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  January  30th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Pat- 
terson. 

Mr.  Stout,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  for  the 
payment  of  four  thousand  dollars  to  Lieut.  Quenoault,  with  the 
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amendment  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the 
House  of  Assembly.  ^ 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read  and 
concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Monday,  A.  M.,  January  29,  1781. 

"By  special  order,  the  petition  from  Lieutenant  Paul  Queno- 
**  ault,  ol  the  Delaware  Regiment,  was  read  the  second  time;  and 
**  thereupon 

** Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  of  the  General 
**  Assembly  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  fevor  of  the 
* '  said  Paul  Quenoault  for  the  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars,  for 
**  which  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  Cr  k  of  Assembly:' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  the  same  resolution,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Council  uiereto,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Baning  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  January  31st,  1781. 
The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  February  ist,  1781. 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

There  being  no  business  before  the  Council  from  the  House  of 
Assembly,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Saturday, 
the  3d  instant 
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Saturday,  February  3d,  1781. 
The  Council  met.    Present  all  the  members. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Kollock,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  an  act  of  Congress,  of 
the  20th  March  last,  for  repealing  the  tender  law,  and  two  other 
acts  of  that  honorable  bocly,  of  the  i8th  of  the  same  month,  on 
the  subject  of  Finance,  together  with  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  for 
calling  out  of  circulation  and  cancelling  the  auota  of  this  State, 
according  to  the  present  apportionment,  of  all  the  Bills  of  Credit 
emitted  by  Congress,  and  for  emitting  and  funding  new  bilk,  ac- 
cording to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  i8th  day  of  March 
last,  and  for  other  purposes. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  acts  of  Congress,  and  the 
said  bill,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  February  5th,  1781. 
The  Council  met.    Present  all  the  members. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  calling  out 
of  circulation  and  cancelling  the  quota  of  this  State,  according  to 
the  present  apportionment,  of  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by 
Congress,  and  for  emitting  and  funding  new  bills,  according  to 
the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  i8th  day  of  March  last,  and 
for  other  purposes,'*  was  read  the  second  time  and  deferred  for 
consideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  February  6th,  1781. 
The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  Council  a  letter  of  the  3d  instant, 
addressed  from  Mr.  McKean  (one  of  the  Delegjates  for  this  State 
in  Congress)  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Council ;  which,  by  order,  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  oe  delivered  by  the  Speaker  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  perusal  and  consideration. 

The  Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled 
**An  act  for  calling  out  of  circulation  and  cancelling  the  quota  of 
this  State,  according  to  the  present  apportionment,  of  all  the  Bills 
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of  Credit  emitted  by  Congress,  and  for  emitting  and  funding  new 
bills,  according  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  i8th  day  of 
March  last,  and  for  other  purposes,'*  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein  the  same  was  deferred  till  to-morrow 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  lo  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  February  7th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  entided  **An  act  for  calling  out 
of  circulation  and  cancelling  the  quota  of  this  State,  accordmg  to 
the  present  apportionment,  of  all  the  Bilk  of  Credit  emitted  bv 
Congress,  &c.,"  was  now  resumed  again,  and  sundry  amend- 
ments were  proposed,  agreed  to  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantwell  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  transcribed  amendments,  for  their  consideration  and 
concurrence,  and  also  return  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Cantwell  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  with  the  said  papers  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met  and  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  February  8th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  *  *  An  act 
to  recruit  the  Regiment  of  this  State  now  in  the  service  of  the 
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United  States,'*  together  with  two  circular  letters  from  the  Pre- 
sident of  Congress,  of  the  6th  and  26th  October,  1780,  inclosing 
two  acts  of  Coneress  relative  to  the  arrangement  of  the  army, 
and  the  report  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill,  and  the  papers  accom- 
panying the  same,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  recruit  the 
Regiment  of  this  State  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  to 
report  thereon  to-morrow  morning. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  Clowes,  Mr.  McDonough,  and  Mr. 
Cook. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McDonough,  for  leave  to  brine  in  a  bill  for 
ascertaining  the  per  diem  wages  of  the  members  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State,  the  same  was  granted  ;  where- 
upon a  bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  same  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  February  9th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  **An  act 
to  recruit  the  Regiment  of  this  State  now  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,"  now  reported  as  their  opinion  that  the  same  may 
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Mr*  Duff,  a  meinber  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending^  was 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  proposition  from  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  the  nomination  of  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as 
Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress  for  the  ensuing  year  ;  and 
also  persons  to  supply  the  place  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of  New  Castle. 
in  the  room  of  John  Jones,  Esquire,  deceased,  and  the  place  of 
fourth  Justice  of  the  said  Court,  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  in  the 
room  of  Isaac  Smith,  Esquire,  deceased. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  an  account  of 
William  Peery,  Esquire,  against  the  State,  amounting  to  five 
thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars,  with  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon. 

On  motion »  by  order^ 

The  proposition  from  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  nomina- 
tion of  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  from  this  State  to 
Congress  for  the  ensuing  year,  &c.,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  account  of  William  Peery,  Esquire,  against  the  State,  for 
five  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars,  and  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon,  were  sever- 
ally read  the  first  time,  and  the  said  account  was  rejected  by  the 
Council. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  proposition  from  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  nomina- 
tion of  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  to  Congress,  &c. , 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  an  amendment  was  proposed, 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entided  '  *  An  act  to  recruit  the  Regiment  of  this  State 
now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States/*  was  read  a  third  time, 
by  paragraphs,  and  passed  the  Council. 

Ordered^  That  the  foregoing  bill,  with  the  several  papers  accom- 
panying the  same  ;  the  proposition  from  the  House  of  Assembly 
for  the  nomination  of  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress,  &a , 
and  the  transcribed  amendment  thereto  ;  and  William  Peery's 
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account,  as  rejected  by  the  Council,  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon,  be  returned  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Cook. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Cook  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  committed 
to  him  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Bassett,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  *  *  An  act 
for  stating  the  accounts  of  the  several  Loan  Offices  and  of  Com- 
missioners into  whose  hands  any  public  monies  have  come  by 
virtue  of  laws  passed  under  the  former  Government,  and  for 
repealing  part  of  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the  appointment  of 
Trustees  of  the  General  Loan  Offices  in  the  respective  Counties 
of  this  State.' '* 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  proposition 
from  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  nomination  of  persons  to  be 
balloted  for  as  Delegates  to  Congress,  with  the  amendment  pro- 
posed thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  proposition,  as  amended, 
was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

'*  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Thursday,  P.  M.,  February  8th.  1781. 
**On  motion, 

''Ordered,  That  Mr.  Duff  wait  on  the  Council  and  propose  to 
'*them  that  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  meet  in  the 
**  State  House,  to-morrow  evening,  at  three  o'clock,  for  the  pur- 
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*  *  pose  of  nominating  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  fronri 

*  *  this  State  to  Congress  for  the  ensuing  year  ;  and  also  persons 
**to  supply  the  place  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common 
'*  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of  New  Castle,  in  the 
**roonn  of  John  Jones,  Esquire,  deceased,  and  the  place  of  fourth 
'*  Justice  of  the  said  Courts  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  in  the  room 

*  *  of  Isaac  Smith,  Esquire,  deceased. 

* '  Extract  from  the  minutes, 

'JAS.  BOOTH,  Cr k  of  Assembfyr 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto* 

Who,  being  returned»  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 
On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  fof  ascertaining  the  per  diem  wages 
of  the  meuibers  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  verbal  information  that 
the  House  of  Assembly  are  now  ready  to  receive  the  Council,  in 
the  Stilt e  House,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into  nomination  per- 
sons to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress 
for  the  ensuing  year ;  a  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  and  Orphans*  Court  for  the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  a 
fourth  Justice  of  the  said  Courts  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  agree- 
able to  their  proposition  of  yesterday. 

Then  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  State  House  and  there  met 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Patterson,  Mr.  Latimer,  and  Mr.  Kollock 
be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  ac- 
quaint him  that  the  General  Assembly,  having  now  met  in  the 
State  House  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as 
Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress  for  the  ensuing  year,  a 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans  Court 
for  the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  a  fourth  Justice  of  the  said 
Courts  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  request  his  attendance,  if  he 
thinks  proper 
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The  committee,  being  returned,  reported  that  they  had  waited 
on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  delivered  the  message  com- 
mitted to  them,  according  to  order,  when  he  was  pleased,  in  an- 
swer, to  say  that  he  would  wait  on  the  General  Assembly  imme- 
diately. 

The  President  attended  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  pro- 
ceeded with  the  members  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be 
balloted  for  as  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress  for  the  en- 
suing year,  and  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Courts  of  Common 
Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  in  the  Counties  of  New  Casde  and 
Sussex ;  whose  names  were  taken  down  for  the  consideration  of 
the  members  of  both  Houses. 

On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  the  two  Houses  now  separate,  and  meet  again, 
in  the  State  House,  at  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  to  ballot 
for  persons  to  supply  the  above  mentioned  vacancies  out  of  the 
persons  now  put  m  nomination. 

Then  the  Council  withdrew. 

On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  the  following  verbal  message  be  sent  from  the 
Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  viz  : 

Gentlemen : 

The  Council  desire  to  see  the  several  messages  presented  to 
the  General  Assembly  this  session  by  the  President,  m  order  that 
they  may  be  able  to  judge  of  the  business  necessary  to  be  done. 

Mr.  McDonough  is  appointed  to  deliver  the  above  message ; 
who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  ascertaining  the  per  diem  wages  of  the  members 
of  the  General  Assembly,  was  read  the  third  time,  by  para- 
graphs, and  agreed  to  by  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  their  consideration. 

Mr.  MoUeston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
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livered  to  the  Chair  the  several  messages  presented  this  session 
by  the  President,  dated  the  12th  and  25th  January,  and  the  ist 
and  7th  of  this  instant,  with  the  papers  therein  referred  to,  agree* 
able  to  the  request  of  the  Council  contained  in  their  verbal  mes* 
sage  of  this  forenoon. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  petition  to  the  General  As- 
sembly in  behalf  of  Charles  Gordon,  praying  permission  to  return 
from  New  York  to  this  State,  accompanied  with  a  letter  from  Jos. 
Nicholson  respecting  Mr.  Gordon. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  several  pa* 
pers  and  proceeding's  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  respecting  the  removal  of  a  vessel  called  the  General 
Clinton,  from  Mispillion  Creek,  in  this  State,  into  New  Jersey,  by 
James  Pollock  and  others. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  petition  from 
John  Lewden,  praying  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  the  last 
course  of  the  road  leading  from  New  Castle  to  Christiana  village^ 
with  a  bill  for  that  purpose  entitled  **A  further  supplementary  act 
to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  roads 
in  New  Castle  County.  * 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  respecting  an  adjournment  of  the  present  sessions  to 
Monday,  the  19th  day  of  March  next. 

Adjourned  till  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  A.  M,,  February  10th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Polk  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  bill  for  ascertaining 
the  per  diem  wages  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly. 
&c, ,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  according  to  the  order  of  yes- 
terday. 

Mr.   Houston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
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livered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  protecting  the  trade  of  the  Delaware 
bay  and  river ;  and  informed  the  Council  that  the  House  of  As- 
sembly are  ready  to  receive  them  in  the  State  House  for  the 
purpose  of  balloting  for  persons  as  Delegates  from  thb  State  to 
Congress  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  also  for  a  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of 
New  Castle,  and  a  fourth  Justice  of  the  said  Courts  for  the  County 
of  Sussex,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

Then  the  Council,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  met  the 
House  of  Assembly,  in  the  State  House,  to  ballot  for  persons  to 
supply  the  above  mentioned  places  out  of  the  persons  before  put 
in  nomination. 

Then  the  General  Assembly  proceeded  to  ballot  for  persons  as 
Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
the  ballots  being  examined  it  appeared  that  Thomas  Rodney, 
Thomas  McKean,  and  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esquires,  were  de- 
clared duly  elected. 

On  motion, 

Orderedy  That  Mr.  McDonough,  Mr.  Duff,  and  Mr.  Peery  be 
a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  inform 
him  that  the  General  Assembly  have  met  in  the  State  House  for 
the  purpose  of  electing  persons  to  supply  the  place  of  a  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for 
the  County  of  New  Castle,  and  of  a  fourth  Justice  of  the  said 
Courts  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  and  request  his  attendance  at 
such  election,  if  he  thinks  proper. 

The  committee,  being  returned,  reported  that  they  had  waited 
on  the  President  with  the  message  committed  to  them  according 
to  order,  when  his  Excellency  was  pleased,  in  answer,  to  say  that 
he  would  attend  the  General  Assembly  immediately.         # 

The  President  attended,  and  proceeded  with  the  General  As- 
sembly to  ballot  for  persons  to  supply  the  said  vacancies  in  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  in  the  Counties  of 
New  Castle  and  Sussex. 

Previous  to  the  said  balloting,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Read, 

Resolved,  That  the  place  of  Chief  Justice  for  the  County  of 
New  Castle  be  supplied  by  the  second  Justice  of  the  said  Courts, 
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and  that  tlie  second,  third  and  fourth  Justices  of  the  same  Courts 
rise  in  the  same  progressive  order,  the  one  supplying  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  removal  of  the  other  ; 

Whereupon,  the  box  containing  the  ballots  being  examined,  it 
appeared  that  James  Latimer,  Esq.,  the  present  second  Justice  of 
the  said  Courts,  was  declared  duly  elected  Chief  Justice  thereof: 
and  John  Thompson,  Abraham  Robinson,  and  Richard  Cantwell 
Esquires,  were  declared  duly  elected  second,  third,  and  fourth 
Justices  of  the  same  Courts  for  the  County  of  New  Castle ;  and 
It  also  appeared  that  John  Clowes,  Esq.,  was  declared  duly 
elected  the  fourth  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of  Sussex. 

Then  the  President  withdrew,  and  the  two  Houses  scparated. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  R  M. 


The  Council  met. 


On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  for  protecting  the  trade  of  the 
Delaware  bay  and  river,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  three,  to  report  thereon  forthwith. 

The  members  chosen  :    Mr.    Patterson,  Mr.  Cook,   and  Mr. 

Gowes. 

i 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  several  messages  presented  this  session  by  the  President 
to  the  General  Assembly,  were  now  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petition  in  behalf  of  Charles  Gordon,  and  the  letter  from 
Joseph  Nicholson,  respecting  Mr.  Gordon,  were  severally  read  the 

first  time. 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  I  78 1 .  61  3 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the 
several  messages  from  the  President  to  the  General  Assembly, 
presented  this  session,  and  the  several  papers  relative  thereto, 
except  Mr.  Nicholson's  letter  and  the  petition  in  behalf  of  Charles 
Goraon,  and  that  he  deliver  the  following  verbal  message  from 
the  Council,  viz  :  ^ 

Gentlefneit : 

The  Council,  from  the  want  of  time  and  a  variety  of  business 
now  before  them,  return  the  several  messages  presented  to  the 
General  Assembly  by  the  President,  together  with  the  several 
papers  relative  thereto,  except  a  letter  from  Mr.  Nicholson  and 
the  petition  in  behalf  of  Charles  Gordon. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  protecting  the 
trade  of  the  Delaware  bay  and  river,  now  reported  as  their  opin- 
ion that  the  same  may  pass. 

Whereupon  the  same  was  read  the  third  time,  by  paragraphs, 
and  will  pass. 

Ordered  also.  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  said  bill  to  the  House 
of  Assembly. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Mr.  Young,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
to  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of  William  Mil- 
Ian  for  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  together  with  another 
resolution  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of  the 
said  William  Millan  for  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

On  motion,  by  order,  * 

The  petition  of  John  Lewden,  and  the  bill  founded  thereon, 
were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  a  second  time  and  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  three,  to  view  the  premises,  and  report 
their  proceedings  thereon  at  their  next  meeting. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  McDonough,  Mr.  Patterson,  and 
Mr.  Cantwell. 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  the 
the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  to 
draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of  William  Millan 
for  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
curred m,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 


*'  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
''Saturday,  P.  M.,  February  lo.  1781. 


'  On  motion, 


'* Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Gen- 
'*eral*  Assembly  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor 
**  of  William  Millan,  Receiver  of  Supplies  for  New  Castle  County* 
**for  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  the  said  William  Millan 
*  *  to  account  with  the  General  Assembly  for  the  same. 


**  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
**  Sent  for  concurrence. 

On  motion,  by  order. 


For  JAS.  BOOTH,  CP k. 
WILLIAM  PEERY 


The  resolution  empowering  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  to 
draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of  the  same  Wil- 
liam Millan  for  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars^  was  read  the 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
curred m,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 


'*  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Saturday,  P.  M.,  February  loth,  1781. 


' '  On  motion. 


''Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Gen- 
*  *  eral  Assembly  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of 
**  William  Millan,  Receiver  of  Supplies  for  New  Castle  County, 
'  *  for  the  sum  of  tu^enty  thousand  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  pro- 
*'  cure  barrels  for  flour  now  on  hand;  the  sum  thus  drawn  for  to 
'*be  replaced  in  the  Treasury  by  New  Castle  County,  if  not  al- 
**  ready  provided  for  by  an  extra  supply  of  provisions  by  the  said 
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'*  county,  and  the  said  William  Millan  to  account  for  the  expen- 
'*  diture  thereof  with  the  General  Assembly. 

'*  Extract  from  the  minutes.  For  J  AS.  BOOTH,  CVk, 

''Sent  for  concurrence.  WILLIAM  PEERY." 

Adjourned  till  next  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  February  12th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs. 
McDonough  and  Baning. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  two  resolutions  empowering  the  S}>eakers  of  the  two  Houses 
to  draw  orders  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of  William  Millan 
for  the  respective  sums  of  fifteen  thousand  and  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  severally  thereto. 

On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of 
Isaac  Carty,  Receiver  of  Supplies  for  Kent  County,  for  the  sum 
of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  enable  him  to  procure  barrels  for  flour 
now  on  hand;  the  sum  thus  drawn  for  to  be  replaced  in  the  Trea- 
sury by  Kent  County,  if  not  already  provided  for  by  an  extra 
supply  of  provisions  by  the  said  county,  and  the  said  Isaac  Carty 
to  account  for  the  expenditure  thereof  with  the  General  Assembly. 

Orderedy  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the  two 
foregoing  resolutions,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consid- 
eration and  concurrence,  by  Mr.  Conwell. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  said  papers 
according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  stating  the  accounts  of  the  several  Loan  Offices 
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was  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Clowes,  Cant- 
well,  and  Cooki  to  report  thereon. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  foregoing  bill  was  referred,  now- 
reported  some  amendments  thereto;  which  were  read,  agreed  to, 
and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Patterson  return  the  foregoing  bill,  with 
the  transcribed  amendments,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  con- 
currence. 

Mr  Patterson  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

The  Council  now^  put  in  nomination  persons  for  a  Privy  Coun- 
celior,  in  the  room  of  Eleazar  McComb.  Esquire,  whose  seat  is 
become  vacant  by  rotation,  when  several  persons  were  named  for 
consideration,  to  be  balloted  for  in  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met,  and  proceeded,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  to  ballot  for  a  Privy  Councillor,  in  the  room  of  Eleazar  Mc- 
Comb, Esq. ,  out  of  the  persons  before  put  in  nomination,  and  it 
appeared,  upon  examining  the  ballots,  that  Isaac  Griffith  was  de- 
clared duly  elected. 

Mr.  Young,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  returned 
to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  ascertaining  the  per  diem  wages  of  the 
members  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  with  the  following  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon,  viz  : 

*'  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Monday,  A.  M,,  Feb.  12.  1781. 

*'  On  motion  for  a  second  reading  of  the  bill  entitled  'An  act 
**for  ascertaining  the  per  diem  wages  of  the  members  of  the 
* '  General  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State,  and  for  other  pur- 
**  poses  therein  mentioned/ 
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''Resolved,  That  the  same,  being  a  money  bill  for  the  support 
**  of  Government,  ought  to  have  originated  in  the  House  of  As- 
**sembly,  agreeable  to  the  sixth  section  of  the  Constitution  of 
**  this  State,  and  that  House  cannot  proceed  upon  the  bill  afore- 
*'said. 

*'  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

*'JAS.  BOOTH,  Crk  of  Assembly:' 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  in  lieu  of 
the  preceding,  entitled  **An  act  for  ascertaining  the  allowance  to 
members  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  for  otner  purposes." 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  same  was  read  a  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  will  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  bill  be  returned  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  agreed  to  by  the  Council,  by  Mr.  Polk. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House  for  accelerating  the 
collection  of  the  public  taxes,  and  a  resolution  for  stating  public 
accounts. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution 
respecting  the  payment  of  certificates,  &c. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution 
respecting  supplies  to  be  purchased  in  the  respective  Counties 
of  this  State,  and  also  a  resolution  directing  the  mode  of  pay- 
ment in  the  Treasury. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  resolutions  were  severally 
read  the  first  time. 

Bv  special  order,  the  resolution  for  accelerating  the  collection 
of  the  public  taxes,  was  read  the  second  time  and  conciured  in, 
and  is  m  these  words,  viz  : 
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**In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Monday,  Feb.  12,  1781. 
*  *  On  modotip 

''Resolved^  That  the  President  be  requested  to  order  the  At- 

*  torney  General  to  commence  suits  immediately  on  the  bonds 

*  of  such  Treasurers  as  have  not  performed  the  dudes  required 

*  of  them  respectively  by  law»  and  also,  upon  the  second  day  of 

*  April  next,  to  commence  suits  on  the  bonds  of  such  Collectors 
'  as  shall  not  by  that  day  have  collected  their  respective  quotas 

*  of  the  public  taxes  now  due  and  paid  the  same  to  the  Treasurer 

*  of  their  County  ;  and  that  copies  of  this  resolve  be  forthwith 

*  transmitted  to  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  and  the 

*  respective  Treasurers  within  this  State,  and  that  the  County 

*  Treasurers  respectively,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  receipt  of 
*such  copies,  make  out  and  transmit  duplicate  copies  to  each 

*  Collector  of  his  County. 


•*  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

'*  Sent  for  concurrence. 

On  motion,  by  order, 


JAS,  BOOTH, 
Crk  of  Assembly:' 


The  resolution  for  stating  public  accounts  was  read  the  second 
time,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz ; 

'*In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Monday.  Feb,  12,  1781. 

'' Resolvedy  That  William  Peery,  Esq.,  be  and  hereby  is  ap- 
* '  pointed  to  settie  and  state  all  the  accounts  between  this  State 
"and  the  United  States,  and  that  for  effectually  executing  this 
' '  resolution  he  be  empowered  to  call  for  books  and  papers  relat- 
"  ing  to  the  said  accounts  which  have  come  to  the  hands  of  any 
"person  or  |>ersons  in  public  office  ;  that  he  make  his  report  to 
"the  General  Assembly  as  soon  as  may  be,  returning  therewith 
"as  many  original  vouchers  as  can  be  procured,  and  where  such 
"cannot  be  procured,  returning  authentic  copies,  or  other  the 
"best  documents  that  can  be  obtained,  indorsmg  and  arranging 
*  *  them  in  regular  order. 

"That  the  said  William  Peery  be  allowed  one  hundred  pounds. 
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**  in  the  bills  to  be  emitted  on  the  credit  of  this  State,  for  perform- 
**  ing^  the  duties  required  by  this  resolve. 

''Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly. '  * 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  respecting  the  payinent  of  certificates  was  read 
the  second  time,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Monday,  Feb.  12,  1781. 

''Resolved^  That  no  directions  be  given  by  the  State  Treasurer 
**to  the  Treasurers  of  the  respective  Counties  of  this  State,  or 
**any  of  them,  to  receive  and  discharge  the  receipts,  notes,  or 
''certificates,  mentioned  in  an  act  entitied  'An  act  for  the  pay- 
"  ment  and  discharge  of  divers  receipts,  notes,  or  certificates  in 
"the  hands  of  inhabitants  of  this  State,  issued  by  Francis  Wade, 
"Esq.,  Deputy  Quartermaster-General  within  mis  State  for  the 
"Continental  Army,  and  his  agents  or  assistants,  for  forage  and 
* '  other  articles  furnished  by  them  to  the  said  department  for  the 
"public  service,*  until  he  receive  the  further  orders  of  the  Gen- 
* '  eral  Assembly  for  that  purpose. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

* '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly.  *  * 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  respecting  the  purchasing  supplies  in  the  res- 
pective Counties,  &c.,  was  read  the  second  time  and  concurred 
in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 
"Monday,  Feb.  12,  1781. 

''Resolved,  That  the  Receivers  of  Supplies  in  the  respective 
"Counties  of  this  State,  and  every  of  them,  forbear  all  fiirther 
"purchasing  or  issuing  of  certificates  by  virtue  of  the  act  entided 
"  'An  act  for  procuring  an  immediate  supply  of  provisions  within 


620 


MINirXES  OF  THE  COUNXIL  OF 


*'  this  State  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
"for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned/ 

'*  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

* "  Sent  for  concurrence.  CV  k  of  Assembly,  *  * 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  directing  the  mode  of  payment  in  the  Treasury 
were  read  the  second  time  and  concurred  m,  and  are  as  follows, 
viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

'*  Monday,  Feb.  12,  1781. 

**On  motion, 

^'Resolved,  That  all  drafts  made  or  to  be  made  by  the  General 
'  Assembly  upon  the  Treasury  shall  be  paid  by  the  State  Trea* 
'  surer  in  order,  according  to  the  priority  of  their  respective 
'  dates,  unless  by  special  directions  of  the  General  Assembly 
'  some  of  a  later  date  be  preferred  to  others  of  an  earlier  date  ; 
'  and  that  at  the  end  of  every  session  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
'  Assembly  deliver  to  the  said  Treasurer  an  abstract  of  all  drafts 
'  made  during  that  session  and  copies  of  all  special  directions  for 
'  preferences  aforesaid. 

*'That  the  drafts  in  favor  of  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  Clothier- 
'  General,  for  fifty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  the  order  drawn  by 
'  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  to 
'  enable  the  State  Treasurer  to  apply  eighty-five  thousand  dol- 
'  lars  in  the  purchase  of  specie  for  an  advance  of  pay  to  the 
'officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment ;  the  draft  in  favor  of  Wil- 
'  Ham  Millan  for  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  another  in  favor 
'  of  the  same  for  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and  the  draft  in  favor 
'  of  Isaac  Carty  for  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  and  applied 
'  by  the  State  Treasurer,  one  after  the  other  as  they  are  men- 

*  tioned  in  the  resolve,   in  preference  to  any  draft  heretofore 
'  made  by  the  General  Assembly  or  the  President. 

'  'Resolved,  That  the  State  Treasurer  withhold  all  further  pay- 
'  ments  of  the  two-thirds  of  the  public  tax  to  the  Continenl^ 

*  Treasury  by  virtue  of  the  act  entitled  *An  act  for  furnishing 

*  supplies  within  this  State  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States  for 

*  the  ensuing  campaign.  * 

' '  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

**JAS   BOOTH,  Crkof  Assembly:' 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cook  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  several  foregoing  resolutions,  respectively  concurred  in  by 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Cook,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  a  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  several 
bills  passed  this  session,  together  with  the  said  bills  therein  men- 
tioned, respectively  engrossed  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  in  order  that  the  said  bills  may  be  signed  by 
the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly  to  Dover ;  and  also 
returned  the  resolution  of  the  Council  empowering  the  Speakers 
of  the  two  Houses  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in 
favor  of  Isaac  Carty  for  ten  thousand  dollars,  concurred  in  by  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  several  bills  above  mentioned  were 
read  and  compared,  and  directed  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  ; 
which  was  accordingly  done. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  foregoing  bills 
was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Monday,  Feb.  12,  1781. 
'*On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
**  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws,  viz : 

1.  ''An  act  for  calling  out  of  circulation  and  cancelling  the 
quota  of  this  State,  according  to  the  present  apportionment,  of 
all  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  Congress,  and  for  emitting  and 
funding  new  bills,  according  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the 
1 8th  day  of  March  last,  and  for  other  purposes  ;** 

2.  **An  act  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  this  State  on  the 
River  and  Bay  of  Delaware  ;" 
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3.  "An  act  to  recruit  the  Regiment  of  this  State  now  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States ;" 

4.  "An  act  for  stating  the  accounts  of  the  several  Loan  Offices 
and  of  Commissioners  into  whose  hands  any  public  monies  have 
come  by  virtue  of  laws  passed  under  the  former  Government,  and 
for  repealing  part  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  appointment 
of  Trustees  of  the  General  Loan  Offices  in  the  respective  Counties 
of  this  State ;'  " 

5.  "An  act  for  ascertaining  the  allowance  to  members  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  for  ouer  purposes.'' 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  Crk  of  Assembly.'' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  respecting  the  adjournment  of  the  General  As- 
sembly to  Dover,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and  some 
amendments  were  proposed,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  trans- 
cribed. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  foregoing  bills,  and  the  resolution 
for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  same,  respectively  signed  by 
the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly by  Mr.  Polk,  together  with  the  resolution  respecting  the  ad- 
journment to  Dover,  and  the  proposed  amendments  thereto. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  foregoing 
papers  according  to  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  sign  a  joint  order  in  favor  of  Jo- 
seph Hazzard  and  Levin  Derrickson  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds  ;  which  was  done. 

Mr.  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  resolution  respecting  the  adjournment  to  Dover, 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded 
by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from 
the  President  to  the  General  Assembly,   inclosing  two  acts  of 
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Cof^;Tes5  of  the  jd  and  7th  instant,  and  a  drcolar  letter  of  the 
8tfa  from  die  President  of  Cof^resB  to  die  Preskknt  of  diis  Slate. 

On  motioo,  by  onler. 

The  resofaitioo  of  die  Hoose  of  Assembtr  lespectb^  the  ad> 
joumment  of  the  Geneial  AsseaiAj  to  Dover,  was  read,  as 
amended,  and  ooocnned  in,  and  is  in  diese  wofds,  viz: 

*'  Ix  THE  House  of  Assembly, 
"Monday,  P.  M.,  Fd>.  12,  1781. 
'*On  motion, 

*'Jlesaived,  That  die  Geneial  Assembly  of  diis  State  wiD  meet 
**  at  the  Tovn  of  Leves,  in  the  Connty  c^  Sussex,  on  die  daj  to 
''which  die  present  sessions  may  be  adjomned,  and  diere  stt  to 
**  transact  the  poUic  business. 

'' Extract  from  the  minutes.  JAS.  BCK>TH, 

"  Sent  for  concurrence.  O*  k  €f  Assetmbfy^ 

Ordered  J  That  Mr.  Conwefl  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
AssemUy,  concurred  in  by  die  CoondL 

Mr.  Conwdl,  being  returned,  reported  the  ddivery  diercof 
according  to  order. 

On  motion, 

Resohed,  That  Messrs.  Patterson,  Baning,  and  CantweD  be  a 
committee  to  consider  and  report  on  the  accounts  broi^;ht  in  at 
this  present  meeting,  which  have  not  yet  been  allowed,  and  diat 
die  Speaker  draw  orders  for  the  payment  of  the  accounts  already 
allowed. 

Whereupon  the  following  accounts,  broi^t  in  for  the  travding 
diarges  of  the  members,  and  other  incidental  expenses  incurred 
at  the  present  meeti^,  were  allowed,  and  orders  were  accordii^:ly 
drawn  on  die  State  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  ^e  same,  and 
s^[ned  by  the  Speaker.  \\z  : 

To  John  Baning,  Esquire,  for  the  traveling  charges  of 

himself  and  Messrs.  Cook  and  Collins £  176    o  o 

Carried /orward, £  176    o  o 
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3,  "An  act  to  recruit  the  Regiment  of  this  State  now  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  ;'  * 

4,  *' An  act  for  stating  the  accounts  of  the  several  Loan  Offices 
and  of  Commissioners  into  whose  hands  any  public  monies  have 
come  by  virtue  of  laws  passed  under  the  former  Government,  and 
for  repealing  part  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  appointment 
of  Trustees  of  the  General  Loan  Offices  in  the  respective  Counties 
of  this  State  ;'  *' 

5,  "An  act  for  ascertaining  the  allowance  to  members  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  for  other  purposes,'* 


"Extract  from  the  minutes* 
"J  AS. 

On  motion,  by  order. 


BOOTH,  Cr  k  of  Assembly:' 


The  resolution  respecting  the  adjournment  of  the  General  As- 
sembly to  Dover,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and  some 
amendments  were  proposed,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  trans- 
cribed. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  foregoing  bills,  and  the  resolution 
for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  same,  respectively  signed  by 
the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly by  Mr.  Polk,  together  with  the  resolution  respecting  the  ad- 
journment to  Dover,  and  the  proposed  amendments  thereto. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  foregoing 
papers  according  to  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  sign  a  joint  order  in  favor  of  Jo- 
seph Hazzard  and  Levin  Derrickson  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds  ;  which  was  done. 

Mr.  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly^  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  resolution  respecting  the  adjournment  to  Dover^ 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded 
by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from 
the  President  to  the  General  Assembly,    inclosing  two  acts  of 
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Congress  of  the  ^d  and  7th  instant,  and  a  circular  letter  of  the 
8th  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  the  President  of  this  State. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  ad- 
journment of  the  General  Assembly  to  Dover,  was  read,  as 
amended,  and  concurred  in,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz : 

*'  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Monday,  P.  M.,  Feb.  12,  1781. 
**On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  will  meet 
**  at  the  Town  of  Lewes,  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  on  the  day  to 
**  which  the  present  sessions  may  be  adjourned,  and  there  sit  to 
''transact  the  public  business. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

* '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVkof  Assembly, '  * 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Conwell,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof 
according  to  order. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Patterson,  Baning,  and  Cantwell  be  a 
committee  to  consider  and  report  on  the  accounts  brought  in  at 
this  present  meeting,  which  have  not  yet  been  allowed,  and  that 
the  Speaker  draw  orders  for  the  payment  of  the  accounts  already 
allowed. 

Whereupon  the  following  accounts,  brought  in  for  the  traveling 
charges  of  the  members,  and  other  incidental  expenses  incurred 
at  the  present  meeting,  were  allowed,  and  orders  were  accordingly 
drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  and 
signed  by  the  Speaker,  viz  : 

To  John  Baning,  Esquire,  for  the  traveling  charges  of 

himself  and  Messrs.  Cook  and  Collins,     .    .    .    .  ;^  176    00 

Carried  forward, £  176    o  o 
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Brought  over, £  176    o  o 

To  John  Clowes,  Esquire,  for  the  traveling  charges  of 
himself  and  Messrs.  William  Polk  and  William 

Conwell, 641  12  6 

To  Benjamin  Vinine,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  ....  860  19  9 
To  William  Scott,  tor  wood  furnished  the  Council,  .  131  50 
To  Thomas  Titus,  for  his  attendance  on  the  Council, 

&c., 6000 

;gi869  17  3 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  February  13th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs. 
McDonough,  Clowes,  Conwell,  and  Polk. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  accounts  of  this  meeting  were  re- 
ferred, now  reported  as  their  opinion  that  the  following  accounts 
be  allowed,  viz : 

To  John  Stockton,  for  boarding  Mr.  Conwell,  .    .  £      417  15  o 

To  Mrs.  Esther  Mackey,  for  boarding  Mr.  Collins,          555  5  o 
To  Mrs.  Margaret  Bail,  for  boarding  divers  of  the 

members  and  feeding  their  horses, 20,741  12  6 

;g  21,714  12  6 

Which  report  being  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  draw  orders  on  the  State  Treasurer 
in  feyor  of  the  above  mentioned  persons  for  the  sum  annexed  to 
their  respective  names. 

Whereupon  the  said  orders  were  accordingly  drawn  and  signed 
by  the  Speaker. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  to  the  28th  day  of  May  next,  to 
meet  at  the  Town  of  Lewes,  in  Sussex  County. 
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**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Monday,  Feb.  12,  1781. 
**On  motion, 

*' Resolved^  That  the  President  be  requested  to  order  the  At- 
"torney  General  to  commence  suits  immediately  on  the  bonds 
**of  such  Treasurers  as  have  not  performed  the  duties  required 
**  of  them  respectively  by  law,  and  also,  upon  the  second  clay  of 
**  April  next,  to  commence  suits  on  the  bonds  of  such  Collectors 
"as  shall  not  by  that  day  have  collected  their  respective  quotas 
"of  the  public  taxes  now  due  and  paid  the  same  to  the  Treasurer 
"of  their  County;  and  that  copies  of  this  resolve  be  forthwith 
"transmitted  to  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  and  the 
"respective  Treasurers  within  this  State,  and  that  the  County 
"Treasurers  respectively,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  receipt  of 
"such  copies,  make  out  and  transmit  duplicate  copies  to  each 
"  Collector  of  his  County. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly, '  * 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  for  stating  public  accounts  was  read  the  second 
time,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"Monday,  Feb.  12,  1781. 

''Resolved,  That  William  Peery,  Esq.,  be  and  hereby  is  ap- 
"  pointed  to  settle  and  state  all  the  accounts  between  this  State 
"and  the  United  States,  and  that  for  effectually  executing  this 
"resolution  he  be  empowered  to  call  for  books  and  papers  relat- 
'  *  ing  to  the  said  accounts  which  have  come  to  the  hands  of  any 
"person  or  persons  in  public  office  ;  that  he  make  his  report  to 
'  *  the  General  Assembly  as  soon  as  may  be,  returning  therewith 
"as  many  original  vouchers  as  can  be  procured,  and  where  such 
"cannot  be  procured,  retumine  authentic  copies,  or  other  the 
"best  documents  that  can  be  obtained,  indorsmg  and  arranging 
"them  in  regular  order. 

"That  the  said  William  Peery  be  allowed  one  hundred  pounds, 
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OF  THE 
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ADJOURNED  SESSION,  JUNE,  1781. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  at  the  Town  of  Lewes,  in  Sussex 
County,  by  adjournment,  on  Monday,  the  28th  day  of  May, 
Anno  Domini,  1781,  a  sufficient  number  of  the  members  to  form 
an  House  not  attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day 
until  Tuesday,  the  fifth  day  of  June,  1781. 


Tuesday,  P.  M.,  June  5th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  following  members,  viz  : 

Far  New  Castle  County — Mr.  Cantwell,  Mr.  McDonough. 

For  Kent  County — The  Hon.  Thomas  Collins,  Mr.  Baning. 

For  Sussex  County — Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Conwell. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  President's  message  to  the  General  Assembly,  of  the  12th 
of  February  last,  delivered  at  their  last  meeting,  mclosing  two 
acts  of  Congress  of  the  3d  and  7th  of  the  same  month,  recom- 
mending to  the  several  States  to  invest  Congress  with  a  power  to 
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levy  certain  imposts  therein  mentioned,  and  also  the  circular  let- 
ter from  the  President  of  Congress  of  tfie  8th  of  February,  were 
severally  read  the  first  time,  and  the  said  message  is  as  follows, 
viz: 

^^  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

"  Having  this  moment  received  a  circular  letter  from  the  Pre- 
*'sident  of  Congress,  with  two  acts  of  that  honorable  body, 
''recommending  to  the  several  States  to  vest  in  Confess  a 
**  power  to  levy,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  certain  imposts 
**  m  the  said  acts  mentioned,  I  have  directed  the  Secretary  to  lay 
'*  the  same  before  your  Honors  for  your  consideration. 

'*  New  Castle,  12th  Feb.,  1781.         CiESAR  RODNEY." 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  petition  in  behalf  of  Charles  Gordon,  for  leave  to  return 
from  New  York  to  this  State,  and  Mr.  Nicholson's  letter,  deliv- 
ered at  the  last  meeting,  were  now  read  a  second  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  June  6th,  1781. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  June  7th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  also  Mr.  Clowes. 

Messrs.  Cantwell  and  McDonough,  two  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed at  the  last  meeting  to  view  the  premises  mentioned  in  tne 
petition  of  John  Leuden  and  report  thereon  at  the  present  sitting 
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of  the  Council,  now  begged  a  further  time  to  view  the  same  and 
report  their  proceedings  thereon  ;  which  was  granted.  Where- 
upon they  are  indulged  for  this  purpose  until  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  President's  message  of  the  12th  February  last,  and  the 
papers  referred  to  therein,  were  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clowes  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  and  inform  them  that  as  the  said  acts  of  Congress 
respect  the  levying  of  money,  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  the 
Constitution  for  the  Council  to  act  thereon  in  the  first  instance. 

Mr.  Clowes,  being  retimied,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  a  bill  to  aid  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  Kent  County ;  which,  oy  order,  was 
read  the  nrst  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Clowes,  Mr.  McDonough,  and  Mr.  Cantwell,  to 
report  thereon  in  the  aflemoon. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDBM  Die,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met 


The  committee  appointed  to  report  upon  the  bill  to  aid  the 
discontinuance  of  the  process  in  tne  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions 
in  the  County  of  Kent,  now  report  as  their  opinion  that  the  same 
may  pass. 

Whereupon  the  same  was  read  a  third  time,  by  paragraphs, 
and  will  pass. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 

Assembly,  and  inform  them  that  the  Coyncil  have  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  lo  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  June  8th,  1781, 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  raising  forty -five  thousand  dollars 
in  specie  or  supplies,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1781,  by  a  gen- 
eral tax,  with  two  circular  letters  of  the  23d  March  and  the  24th 
May,  1781^  from  the  President  of  Congress,  and  the  several  acts 
of  Congress  therein  referred  to,  on  the  subject  of  supplies. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill,  and  papers  accom- 
panying the  same,  were  read  the  first  tune* 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  the  second  time  j  and 
thereupon,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  resolve  itself  into  a  grand  committee 
of  the  whole  to  consider  of  the  same  bill  and  the  accompanying 
papers. 

Mr.  Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Conwell  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  from  the  committee  that  they  had  made 
considerable  progress  in  the  business  referred  to  them,  and  de- 
sired leave  to  sit  again  in  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Young,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respect- 
ing the  adjournment  of  the  present  session. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  I  78 1 .  63 1 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  and  proceeded,  in  a  grand  committee  of  the 
whole,  in  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  raising  forty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  in  specie  or  supplieis,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1781, 
by  a  general  tax. 

Mr.  Speaker  left  the  Ghair. . 

Mr.  Conwell  took  the  Chair  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  from  the  committee  that  they  had  pro- 
posed sundry  amendments  to  the  said  bill ;  which  were  taken 
mto  consideration,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Mr.  Barratt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  to  dispose  of  sundry  supplies  in  Sussex 
County  ;  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantwell  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  bill  for  raising  forty-five  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  &c.,  with 
the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  and  the  circu- 
lar letters  and  acts  01  Congress  accompanying  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Cantwell  reported  the  delivery  of  the  foregoing  papers  ac- 
cording to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order,  - 

The  bill  to  dispose  of  sundry  supplies  in  Sussex  County,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  sundry  amendments  were  proposed ; 
which,  being  read  and  agreed  to,  were  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McDonough  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly with  the  foregoing  bill  and  proposed  amendments. 

Mr.  McDonough  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to 
order. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  returned 
to  the  Council  the  amendments  proposed  by  them  to  the  bill  for 
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raising  forty-five  thousand  dollars  in  specie »  &c. ,  generally  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  except  as  to  a  part  oi  their 
fourth  amendment,  and  their  fifth  and  sixth  amendments. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A,  M.,  June  9th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  Council  now  reconsidered  the  amendmente  proposed  by 
them  to  the  bill  for  raising  forty-five  thousand  dollars  in  specie, 
&c, ,  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  alter  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  further  consideration  was  postponed. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  June  11,  1781. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday, 
except  Messrs.  Polk  and  ConwelL 

Adjourned  till  5  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M, 

The  Council  met  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  their  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  for  raising  forty-five  thousand  dollars  in  specie, 
&c. ,  and  receded  from  such  of  their  amendments  thereto  as  were 
disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  proposed  some  fur- 
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ther  amendments  to  the  same  bill ;  which,  being  agreed  to,  were 
ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
with  the  said  bill  and  first  amendments,  by  Mr.  Baning,  for  their 
consideration  and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  June  12th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  also  Messrs.  Polk  and  Conwell. 

Mr.  Baning  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
committed  to  him  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10 
o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  June  13,  1781. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  June  14th,  1781. 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
80 
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EoDEM  Die,  P/M. 


The  Council  met 


Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  raising  forty-five  thousand  dollars  in 
specie,  kkc,  with  the  further  amendments  proposed  thereto  by 
the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  some 
amendments  proposed  thereto  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  supplementary 
bill  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  calling  out  of  circulation  and 
cancelling  the  quota  of  this  State,  according  to  the  present  ap- 
portionment, of  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  Congress,  and 
for  emitting  and  funding  new  bills,  according  to  the  resolutions 
of  Congress  of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  last,  and  for  other 
purposes.  * ' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  forty-five  thousand  dollars  m  specie,  &c,> 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  and  ac- 
ceded to  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  made  therein,  and  also 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  same 
bill,  were  read,  and  the  said  amendments  were  agjeed  to  by  the 
Council »  and  ordered  to  be  returned,  together  with  the  said  bill» 
to  the  House  of  Assembly,  by  Mr.  Conwell. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementar)^  bill  to  the  act  entitled  *'An  act  for  calling 
out  of  circulation  and  cancelling  the  quota  of  this  State,  according 
to  the  present  apportionment,  of  all  the  Bilb  of  Credit  emitted  by 
Congress,  &c,/*  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  McDonough.  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  by 
way  of  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  '*An  act  for  regulating  and 
establishing  fees/'  the  same  was  granted;  whereupon  a  bill  for 
that  purpose  was  laid  on  the  table,  and,  by  order,  read  the  first 
time* 

Adjourned  till  8  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  June  15th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  calling 
out  of  circulation,  &c.,**  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  by  way  of  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  **An  act  for 
regulating  and  establishing  fees,*'  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Conwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
committed  to  him  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  entitled 
**An  act  for  calling  out  of  circulation,  &c.,"  was  read  the  third 
time,  by  paragraphs,  and  will  pass. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  by  way  of  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for 
regulating  and  establishmg  fees,''  was  read  the  third  time,  by 
paragraphs,  and  passed  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cantwell  deliver  the  two  foregoing  bills  to 
the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Cantwell  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Saturday,  A,  M.,  June  16,  1781. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Young,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  expediting  the  march  of  the  recruits 
for  the  Delaware  Regiment. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time* 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  post- 
poned  for  further  consideration  until  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M, 

The  Council  met  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for 
expediting  the  march  of  the  recruits  for  the  Delaware  Regiment, 
and  proposed  an  amendment  thereto ;  which,  being  agreed  to, 
was  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Clowes  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  foregoing  bill  and  transcribed  amendment,  for  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Clowes,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on 
the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  above  papers  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  an  additional  supplementary  bill  to  the  Militia 
act,  together  with  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  di- 
recting that  the  first  class  of  the  Militia  hold  themselves  in  readi- 
ness to  march,  and  for  procuring  arms. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  petition,  signed 
by  a  majority  of  the  owners  of  the  Mill  Creek  Meadows,  in  New 
Castle  County,  with  a  bill  founded  thereon,  entitled  **A  supple- 
mentary bill  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  enable  the  owners  and 
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Cossessors  of  a  certain  tract  of  meadow,  marsh  and  cripple,  on 
oth  sides  of  Mill  Creek,  below  the  Town  of  New  Castle,  to  keep 
the  banks,  dams  and  sluices  in  repair,  and  to  raise  a  fund  to  de- 
fray the  expense  thereof,  passed  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
March,  in  tne  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy;*  '*  the  original  act  of  the  said  24th  March,  1770;  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the 
said  banks,  and  an  order  to  view  the  allotments  thereof. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  ex- 
pediting the  march  of  the  recruits  for  the  Delaware  Regiment, 
with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  disagreed 
to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from 
the  President  to  the  General  Assembly,  of  the  7th  instant,  inclos- 
ing three  letters  from  the  President  of  Congress,  of  the  ist  and 
20  instant,  and  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  31st  ultimo. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  additional  supplementary  bill  to  the  Militia  act,  was  read 
the  first  time. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  amendment  pro^ 
posed  by  them,  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  to 
the  bill  for  expediting  the  march  of  the  recruits  for  the  Delaware 
Regiment,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon  receded  therefrom; 
whereupon  the  said  bill  was  read  by  paragraphs  and  will  pass. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  said  bill  and  amendment 
to  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  inform  them  that  the  Council 
have  receded  from  their  said  amendment  and  have  agreed  to  the 
said  bill,  and  that  he  also  return  the  President's  message,  and  its 
inclosures,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly with  the  above  papers,  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolutions  directing  the  first  class  of  the  Militia  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  march  on  the  shortest  notice,  was  read 
the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  next  at  9  o'clock. 
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Monday,  A.  M.,  June  i8th,  1781. 
The  Council  met     Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday. 
On  motion,  by  order, 

The  additional  supplementary  bill  to  the  Militia  act,  was  read 
the  second  time  and  postponed  for  consideration  until  this  after- 
noon. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  enable 
the  owners  and  possessors  of  a  certain  tract  of  meadow,  marsh 
and  cripple  on  both  sides  of  Mill  Creek,  below  the  Town  of  New 
Castle,  to  keep  the  banks,  dams  and  sluices  in  repair,  and  to  raise 
a  fund  to  defray  the  expense  thereof,  &c.,'*  and  the  papers  rela- 
tive thereto,  were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  second  time,  by 
paragraphs,  and  will  pass. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  foregoing  bill,  together 
widi  the  petition  and  other  papers  relative  thereto,  to  the  House 
of  Assemolv,  and  inform  them  that  the  Council  have  agreed  to 
the  same  bill. 

Mr.  Conwell  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above  papers  accord- 
ing to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  notify- 
ing their  intention  to  adjourn  this  evening,  with  a  resolution  for 
adjourning  the  present  sessions  to  Dover,  of  the  present  instant ; 
which,  by  order,  were  read. 

The  Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  additional 
supplementary  bill  to  the  Militia  act,  and  agreed  to  sundry 
amendments  to  the  said  bill,  which  were  ordered  to  be  trans- 
cribed and  sent,  with  the  said  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for 
their  consideration  and  concurrence,  by  Mr.  McDonough. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  ad- 
journment of  the  General  Assembly  to  Dover,  was  read  the 
second  time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

'*In  THE  House  of  Assembly,  A.  M.,  June  18,  1781. 

''Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  meet  at 
**the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  on  the  day  to 
*  *  which  the  present  session  may  be  adjourned,  and  there  sit  for 
' '  the  transaction  of  public  business. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly,  * ' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McDonough  return  the  same  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto. 

Mr.  McDonough  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  pa- 
pers given  in  charge  to  him  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  af&xing 
the  Great  Seal  to  six  bills  passed  this  session,  together  with  the 
said  bills  respectively  compared  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
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House  of  Assembly,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  compared  and 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  CoiinciL 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  for 
appropriating  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  the 
discharge  of  a  public  debt  contracted  by  Henry  Neill,  and  also  a 
resolution  for  ascertaining  the  amount  of  certificates  for  supplies 
furnished  the  Commissary's  or  Quartermaster's  Departments  in 
the  respective  Counties  for  the  use  of  the  Continent 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  directing  that  the  first  class  of  the  Militia  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  march,  and  for  procuring  arms,  were 
read  the  second  time  and  concurred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

*'  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
'*  Saturday,  R  M,  June  16,  1781. 
'"On  motion, 

*' Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  issue  his  orders 
''forthwith  directing  that  the  first  class  of  the  Militia,  as  they 
'*  stand  classed  in  the  Militia  law,  hold  themselves  in  readiness 
**  to  march  on  the  shortest  notice  to  such  place  or  places,  as  the 
'*  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Continental  Army  shall  direct, 
'  *  within  the  States,  as  directed  by  the  aforesaid  law* 

'  'Resolved  also.  That  he  be  requested  to  write  to  the  Board  of 
**  War,  informing  them  that  this  State  have  it  not  in  their  power 
'*  to  arm,  equip,  and  accoutre  the  regiment  of  Militia  required  of 
**them  by  Congress,  in  their  resolution  of  the  31st  of  May,  and 
'*that  he  request  the  said  Board  of  War  to  lend  this  State  as 
'  *  many  arms  and  accoutrements  as  will  be  necessary  for  the  pur- 
**pose  aforesaid. 


**  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
' '  Sent  for  concurrence. 

On  motion,  by  order, 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
CVkof  Assembfyr 


The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great 
Seal  to  the  laws  passed  this  session,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 
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The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  appropriating  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  the  discharge  of  a  debt 
contracted  by  Henry  Neill,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  ascertaining  the 
amount  of  certificates  for  supplies  fiumished  the  Commissary's  or 
Quartermaster's  Departments  in  the  respective  Counties  of  this 
State  for  the  use  of  the  Continent,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Polk  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the 
resolutions  directing  that  the  first  class  of  the  Militia  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  march,  and  for  procuring  arms,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accord- 
ing to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  afHxing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  laws  passed 
this  session,  was  read  the  second  time  and  concurred  in,  and  is 
in  these  words,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Monday,  P.  M.,  June  18,  1781. 
**On  motion, 

** Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
'*  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws,  vix : 

1.  '*A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitied  'An  act  to  enable 
the  owners  and  possessors  of  a  certain  tract  of  meadow,  marsh 
and  cripple  on  both  sides  of  Mill  Creek,  below  the  Town  of  New 
Castie,  to  keep  the  banks,  dams  and  sluices  in  repair,  and  to  raise 
a  fiind  to  defray  the  expense  thereof,*  passed  on  uie  twenty-fourth 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy ;" 

2.  **A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitied  *An  act  for  calling 
out  of  circulation  and  cancelling  the  quota  of  this  State,  according 
to  the  present  apportionment,  of  all  tne  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by 
Congress,  and  lor  emitting  and  funding  new  bills,  according  to 
the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  iSth  day  of  March  last,  and 
for  other  purposes ;'  " 
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3.  **An  act  for  expediting  the  march  of  the  recruits  raised  for 
the  Delaware  Regiment  ;* ' 

4.  **An  act  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  and 
proceedings  in  the  Court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  and  Goal  Delivery  in  Kent  County  ;*' 

5.  '*An  act  for  raising  seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-five  pounds  in  specie  for  the  service  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty -one,  by  a  general  tax  ;** 

6v  *  *  An  act  to  dispose  of  sundry  supplies  coHected  in  Sussex 
County  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States/' 


"  Extract  from  the  minutes* 
**  Sent  for  concurrence. 

On  motion,  by  order, 


JAS,  BOOTH. 
Crko/Assembiyr 


The  resolution  for  appropriating  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
to  the  discharge  of  a  debt  contracted  by  Col  Henry  Neill,  was 
read  the  second  time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Monday,  June  18.  1781. 
*  *  On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  will  apply 
**  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  in  specie,  out  01  the 
"  first  monies  that  shall  come  into  tne  Treasury'  thereof,  towards 
"discharging  a  contract  entered  into  by  Col.  Henry  Neill  with  a 
*' certain  Thomas  Sake  for  that  sum,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of 
*  *  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  pro- 
'*tection  of  the  trade  of  the  Bay  and  River  of  Delaware,*  and 
* '  the  legal  interest  arising  on  that  contract. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes. 


*JAS.  BOOTH,  CV k  of  Assembly:' 


On  motion,  by  order, 


The  resolution  for  ascertaining  the  amount  of  certificates  for 
supplies  furnished  the  Commissary's  or  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ments, &c. .  was  read  the  second  time  ana  concurred  in,  and  is  in 
these  words,  viz : 
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**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Monday,  June  18,  1781. 
**On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  Col.  Thomas  Duff,  of  the  County  of  New 
**  Castle  ;  Philip  Barratt.  of  the  County  of  Kent,  Esq. ;  and  Wil- 
**liam  Peery,  of  the  County  of  Sussex,  Esq.,  be  and  the)r  are 
**  hereby  appointed  for  the  counties  in  which  they  respectively 
**  reside,  to  advertise  all  such  persons  within  their  county  as  have 
**  furnished  the  Commissary's  or  Quartermaster's  Departments 
'*  with  any  supplies  for  the  use  of  the  Continent  to  brinj^  the  cer- 
**tificates  or  other  vouchers  for  the  articles  thus  furnished,  that 
**they  may  have  an  opportunity  of  taking  a  copy  of  the  dates 
''  of  said  certificates,  die  sums  of  money  due,  and  the  articles  for 
•'which  they  were  given,  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  the 
**  General  Assembly  at  their  next  sitting. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

**JAS.  BOOTH,  Cr  k  of  Assembly:' 

Mr.  Caton,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  certain  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
directing  the  Receivers  of  Supplies  in  the  respective  Counties  of 
this  State  to  make  out  exact  and  complete  returns  of  the  quanti- 
ties and  species  of  supplies  raised  or  purchased,  &c. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  certain  resolutions,  directing 
a  return  of  all  fines  and  forfeitures  imposed  in  the  respective 
Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Courts  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  Goal  Delivery  in  the  respective 
Counties  of  this  State,  to  be  laid,  by  the  Clerks  of  the  said  Courts, 
before  the  General  Assembly. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolutions  directing  the  Receivers  of  Supplies  to  make 
out  exact  returns  of  the  quantities  and  species  of  supplies  raised 
or  purchased,  were  read  tne  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
curred in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 
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*'  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Monday,  P.  M.,  June  i8,  1781. 
"On  motion, 

*' Resolved,  That  the  Receivers  of  Supplies,  in  the  respective 

*  Counties  of  the  State,  make  out  exact  and  complete  returns  of 

*  the  quantities  and  species  of  supplies  raised  or  purchased  under 

*  the  act  for  furnishing  supplies,  within  this  State,  for  the  army 

*  of  the  United  States,  &c.,  passed  the  15th  April,    1780,  and 

*  under  the  act  for  procuring  an  immediate  supply  of  provisions 

*  within  this  State,  for  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

*  &c.,  passed  the  21st  day  of  June,  1780  ;  specifying  tlie  places 

*  where  the  same  are,  or  may  be  deposited  ;  and  also  exact  and 

*  complete  returns  of  the  quantities  and  species  of  those  supplies, 

*  by  them  respectively  delivered  for  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
'  together  with  receipts  or  certificates  of  such  delivery.     And 

*  also  that  the  said  receivers  respectively  return  perfect  lists  of 
'  the  outstanding,  uncollected  supplies,  as  taxed  for  under  the 
'  first  mentioned  act,  specifying  the  names  of  the  persons  from 
'  whom  they  may  be  due,  with  the  quantity  and  species  of  sup- 
'  ply  they  may  be  rated  for,  and  after  transmit  the  respective 
'  returns,  aforesaid,  to  the  General  Assembly,  at  Dover,  by  the 

*  eleventh  day  of  September  next. 

**  That,  at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid,  the  Receivers  of  Sup- 

*  *  plies  for  the  Counties  of  New  Castie  and  Kent,  respectively, 
**  render  an  account  of  the  application  of  the  several  sums  of 
^*  money  advanced  to  them  by  the  State  Treasurer,  in  pursuance 
*^  of  the  resolutions  and  orders  of  the  General  Assembly  in  Feb- 

*  *  ruary  last. 


JAS.  BOOTH, 
Cr  k  of  Assembly:' 


*  *  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

*'  Sent  for  concurrence. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  directing  returns  to  be  made  of  all  fines  and 
forfeitures  imposed  in  any  of  the  respective  Courts  of  Quarter 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  the  several  Courts  of  Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner and  General  Goal  Delivery  in  each  of  the  Counties  of  this 
Statej  were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  the  second  time,  con- 
curred m,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 
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**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Monday,  P.  M.,  June  18,  1781. 
**0n  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  Clerks  of  the  respective  Courts  of  Gen- 
*eral  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  also  of  the  several 

*  Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  Goal  Delivery,  in 
'  each  of  the  Counties  of  this  State,  make  out  exact  and  complete 

*  lists  of  all  fines  and  forfeitures  imposed  in  any  of  the  courts 
'aforesaid  since  the  22d  day  of  February,    1777,  and  that  the 

*  respective  County  Treasurers  report  an  account  of  all  fines, 

*  forfeitures  and  penalties  which  they  may  have  received,  under 

*  or  by  virtue  of  any  law  of  this  State,  since  the  time  aforesaid, 

*  and  how  they  may  have  disposed  of  the  same,  or  any  part 

*  thereof,  and  that  the  said  Clerks  and  Treasurers  transmit  the 
*same  lists  and  accounts  to  the  General  Assembly,  at  Dover, 

*  by  the  third  day  of  September  next. 

'' Resolved  also.  That  the  respective  Lieutenants  of  the  Coun- 

*  ties  in  this  State  do  attend  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  next 
'  sitting,  at  Dover,  on  the  seventh  day  of  September  next,  with 

*  their  books  of  accounts  of  all  such  monies  which  they  may 
'  or  ought  to  have  respectively  received,  in  virtue  of  their  said 

*  office  of  Lieutenant,  under  the  act  of  Assembly  entided,  'An 
*act  for  establishing  a  Militia  within  this  State,*  passed  the  15th 

*  of  May,  1778,  or  under  the  supplement  to  the  same  act,  passed 
*the  25th  of  December,  1779,  and  in  what  manner  the  same 

*  monies,  or  any  part,  may  have  been  disposed  of  or  applied. 

**  Extract  fi-om  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVkof  Assembly, ' ' 

Mr.  CoUings,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  re- 
questing the  President  to  obtain  exact  lists  of  the  several  Militia 
companies  in  each  of  the  Counties  of  this  State;  which,  by  order, 
was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
curred m,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 
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"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
*' Monday,  A.  M.,  June  18.  1781- 


^^ Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  be  re- 
*  *  quested  to  obtain  exact  lists  of  the  several  companies  of  Militia 
**in  each  of  the  Counties  of  this  State,  and  also  the  names  and 
"number  of  men  furnished  by  each  company,  under  the  *Act  for 
**  embodying  the  Militia  of  this  State  for  the  purpose  of  reinforc- 
**!ng  the  Army  of  the  United  States/  passed  the  21st  of  June, 
'*  1780,  specifying  the  number  of  men  which  each  of  the  com- 
"panies  of  Militia  ought  to  have  furnished,  by  the  said  act,  and 
"that  the  same  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly,  at  Dover, 
"  by  the  tenth  day  of  September  next. 


*  *  Extract  from  the  minutes, 
* '  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS,  BOOTH, 
CVkof  Assembly.  *  * 


On  motion^  by  order, 

The  six  before  mentioned  bills,  respectively  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  were  read,  compared,  and 
directed  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  tlie  Council ;  which  was 
accordingly  done. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bills  and  the  several  preceding  resolu- 
tions, with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto  respectively, 
be  returned,  by  Mr.  McDonough,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  McDonough,  beine^  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited 
on  the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  above  bilk  and  resolutions, 
agreeable  to  order 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M,,  June  19th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  additional  supplementary  bill  to  the  Militia  act, 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  in  part 
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disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  a  paper  of  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  said  amend- 
ments of  the  Council. 

On  motion,  the  Council  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  each  House  to  the  above  mentioned  bill,  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein  receded  from  their  amendments 
as  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  agreed  to  the 
amendments  proposed  by  that  House  to  the  same  bill ;  where- 
upon the  bill  was  read  by  paragraphs  and  passed  the  Council. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  and  amendments  be  returned  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Polk. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  that  he  had  returned  the  same  according  to 
order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met 

Mr.  Houston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered the  additional  supplementary  bill  to  the  Militia  act,  engrossed 
and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  together 
with  a  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  said  bill. 

On  motion,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read,  compared,  and  di- 
rected to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council ;  which  was 
accordingly  done. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great 
Seal  to  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  and  concurred  in,  a^  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz : 
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'*  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

''Tuesday,  P.  M.,  June  19,  ijBv 
**Oii  motion, 

^^Resolvedj  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
*•  the  Great  Seal  of  thia  State  to  the  following  law  ; 

*'An  additional  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entided  'An  act 
for  establishing  a  Militia  within  thb  State.' 


**  Extract  from  the  minutes* 
**  Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS,  BOOTH, 
Cr  k  of  Assembiyr 


Ordered^  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  foregoing  bill  and  resolu- 
tion, respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  to  tlie 
House  of  Assembly* 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac^ 
cording  to  order. 

Then  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  settlement  of  their  per  diem 
wages  and  mileage  incurred  at  this  present  meeting,  and  the  ac- 
count of  their  Clerk,  and  the  following  allowances  were  made,  viz: 

To  the  Honorable  Thomas  Collins,  Esq.,  as  per  ac- 
count,   No.    I, ;^     20    14   O 

To  John  Baning,  Esq.,  as  per  account,  No.  2,    .    .    .  16  5  o 

To  Thomas  McDonough,  Esq.,  do*,  No.  3,    .  22  o  6 

To  John  Clowes,  Esq.,  do,,  No*  4,   ....    .  14  15  o 

To  William  Conwell,  Esq.,  do.,  No.  5, ^3  5  O 

To  Richard  Cantwell,  Esq.,  do..  No.  6, 17  So 

To  William  Poik.  Esq.,  do.,  No.  7      14  4  6 

To  Benjamin  Vining,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  No.  8,    .  18  16  3 


;£  137    63 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  draw  orders  on  the  State  Trea- 
surer for  the  payment  of  the  aforesaid  respective  sums. 

Which  was  accordingly  done. 

Mr.  Cantwell  and  Mr.  Clowes  informed  the  Council  that  they 
had  received  their  commissions  as  fourth  Justices  of  the  Courts 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  1 78 1.  649 

of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans*  Courts  for  the  Counties  of  New 
Castle  and  Sussex,  and  thereupon  resigned  their  seats  in  the 
Council. 

Whereupon 

Ordered^  That  the  Speaker  issue  writs  to  the  Sherifis  of  New 
Castle  and  Sussex  Counties,  directing  them  to  hold  an  election 
on  the  first  day  of  October  next  in  each  of  the  said  counties, 
agreeable  to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  this  State,  for  the 
choosing  of  one  new  member  in  each  of  the  said  counties,  in  the 
room  of  the  said  Richard  Cantwell  and  John  Qowes,  Esquires, 
whose  seats  have  become  vacant  by  their  acceptance  of  the  said 
offices. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  to  the  day  of  September 

next,  to  meet  at  the  Town  of  Dover. 
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OCTOBER,  1781. 


i 


VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Delaware  State, 
at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  on  Saturday,  the 
twentieth  day  of  OctolDer,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1781,  a  quo- 
rum of  the  members  not  attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from 
day  to  day  until  Thursday,  the  25th  instant 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  October  25,  1781. 

The  following  members  attended,  viz  : 

For  New  Castle  County — 

Far  Kent  County — Thomas  Collins. 

For  Sussex  County — William  Polk. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of 
New  Castle,  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor  to  fill  the  seat  of 
Samuel  Patterson,  Esq.,  which  became  vacant  on  the  first  day 
of  October  last  by  rotation,  beine  laid  on  the  table,  it  appdu^ 
that  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Council 
for  the  County  of  New  Castie,  according  to  the  Constitution  and 
Laws  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Dickinson  appeared  in  the  Council. 

And  it  also  appears,  by  a  return  of  the  said  Sheriff  and  Inspec- 
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tors,  that  Peter  Hyatt,  Esq. ,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil for  the  said  County  of  New  Castle,  in  the  room  of  Richard 
Cant\*^ell,  Esq.,  whose  seat  became  vacant  by  his  acceptance  of 
the  office  of  fourth  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Orphans'  Court  for  the  said  County,  on  the  said  first  day  of 
October. 

Mr.  Hyatt  attended. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  ot 
Kent  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor,  being  laid  on  the  table,  it 
appears  that  John  Baning,  Esquire,  whose  seat  became  vacant 
by  rotation,  was  reelected  a  member  of  the  Council  for  the  said 
County  of  Kent,  on  the  first  day  of  October  last* 

Mr.  Baning  attended. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of 
Sussex  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor,  being  laid  on  the  table,  it 
appears  that  William  Conwell,  Esquire,  whose  seat  became  vacant 
by  rotation,  was  reelected  a  member  of  the  Council  for  the  said 
County  of  Sussex,  on  the  said  first  day  of  October. 

And  it  also  appears,  by  the  same  return,  that  John  Polk,  Esq*, 
(of  Broad  Creek)  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Council  for  the 
same  County,  on  the  said  first  day  of  October,  in  the  room  of 
John  Clowes,  Esq.,  whose  seat  became  vacant  by  his  acceptance 
of  the  office  of  fourth  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Orphans'  Court  for  the  said  County  of  Sussex, 

Mr.  Polk  attended. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and 

Thomas  Collins,  Esquire,  was  chosen. 

The  Speaker  in  the  Chair,  Mr.  Benjamin  Vining  was  appointed 
Clerk  of  the  Council. 

Mr,  Dickinson  took  the  affirmation,  and  Mr.  Hyatt,  Mr.  Ban- 
ing^ and  Mr.  John  Polk  took  the  oath  and  subscribed  the  decla- 
ration prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  State,  and  then  took  their  respective  seats  in  the  Council. 
\^See  nofe  on  page  /o.] 

Mr.  Benjamin  Vining  also  took  the  oath  and  subscribed  the 
declaration  above  mentioned,  and  took  the  oath  of  office  as  Clerk 
of  the  Council.     [See  note  on  page  //.] 
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On  motion, 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  William  Polk  be  a 
committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  inform 
him  that  the  Council,  having  met,  are  ready  to  receive  any  busi- 
ness which  he  may  have  to  ky  before  them. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

The  committee  now  reported  that  they  had  waited  on  hfa  Ex- 
cellency, the  President,  with  the  message  committed  to  them, 
accordmg  to  order,  and  that  he  was  pleased,  in  answer,  to  say, 
that  he  had  communicated  his  business  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, by  a  written  message,  which  he  had  ordered  his  Secretary  to 
lay  before  them,  and  that  the  same  would,  in  order,  be  delivered 
to  the  Council. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  October  26,  1781. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  October  27,  1781. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
On  motion. 
Resolved,  That  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Hyatt,  and  Mr.  William 
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Polk  be  a  committee  to  revise  the  several  Militia  laws  of  this 
Stkte,  and  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  reducing  them  into  one  bodv,  with 
such  alterations  and  amendments  therem  as  may  be  judgea  expe- 
dient. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  October  29,  1781. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday, 
and  also  Mr.  Cook. 

Mr.  Bassett,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  certain  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
for  supplying  the  post  at  Christiana  Bridge  with  provisions  and 
forage. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  preceding  resolutions  were  read  the 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  the  second  time. 

The  same  were  read  a  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  con- 
curred in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Saturday,  October  27.  1781. 

**  Whereas  it  is  expected  that  General  Washington,  with  a 
**  part  of  the  army  under  his  command,  will  shortly  pass  through 
*'this  State,  by  the  post  at  Christiana  Bridge,  in  New  Castie 
''County  ;  therefore,  for  the  immediate  supply  of  that  post  with 
"such  provisions  and  forage  as  may  be  wanting  on  that  occa- 
**sion,  It  is 

''Resolved,  That  Brigadier- General  Patterson,  Lieutenant-Col- 
"onel  Henry  Darby,  Major  James  Black,  and  Captain  William 
' '  McClay,  be  authorized  to  procure  and  purchase,  upon  the 
'  *  credit  of  the  Delaware  State,  such  provision  and  forage  as 
"they,    upon   consulting  with   Deputy  Quartermaster   Y^tes, 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,   I  78 1.  657 

*  *  shall  think  necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  army  aforesaid  in 
''their  passage  through  this  State,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
**  one  thousand  pounds,  specie,  in  its  value. 

*' Resolved,  also,  That  the  General  Assembly  will,  before  its 
**  rising,  provide  ways  and  means  for  the  discharge  of  the  debts 
'*so  to  be  contracted,  not  exceeding  the  sum  before  specified,  in 
"such  manner  that  the  same  may  be  due  within  four  months 
**fi'om'the  time  of  contract. 

''Resolved cUsOy  That  the  gentiemen  appointed  to  the  service 
' '  aforesaid  render  an  account  of  their  contracts  and  application 
"  of  the  articles  so  to  be  obtained  to  the  President  or  Command- 
* '  er-in-Chief  of  this  State,  as  soon  after  as  conveniently  may  be. 

**  Extract  fi-om  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH. 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly, ' ' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Polk  return  the  preceding  reso- 
lutions to  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Council  thereto. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  October  30th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Polk  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  resolutions  given  to 
him  in  charge,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

Adjotuned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  October  31,  1781. 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  several  Militia  laws  of 
this  State,  and  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  reducing  them  into  one  body, 
being  engaged  in  that  business,  the  Council  adjourned  till  to-mor- 
row morning  at  9  o'clock* 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  November  ist,  1781* 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Conwell  attended,  took  the  oath  and  subscribed  the  decla- 
ration prescribed  by  the  tw^enty- second  article  of  the  Constitution 
of  this  State,  and  then  took  his  seat  in  the  Council.  [See  note 
on  page  /o.] 

Mr*  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Committee  of  Accounts. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  preceding  resolution  was  read  the 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  con- 
curred m,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 


**On  motion, 


"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Tuesday,  October  30,  1781. 


'* Resolved,  That  Mr,  Latimer,  Mr.  Barratt.  and  Mr.  Waples 
*'be  a  Committee  of  Accounts,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  and 
"that  Colonel  Duff  wait  on  the  Council  with  a  copy  of  this  reso- 
"lution,  and  propose  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  their 
**  body  to  join  the  committee  aforesaid. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

•*JAS,  BOOTH,  €V k  of  Assemblyr 
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And  thereupon  the  Council  have  appointed  Mr.  Cook  and  Mr. 
John  Polk  to  be  a  committee  of  their  body  to  join  the  committee 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  above  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  said  resolution  to  die 
House  of  Assembly,  with  the  concurrence  and  appointment  of 
the  Council  thereto. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


I^RiDAY,  November  2d,  1781. 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  several  Militia  laws  of 
this  State,  and  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  reducing  them  into  one  law, 
now  reported  that  they  had  essayed  a  draught  of  a  bill  for  that 
purpose,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  consideration  and 
amendment  of  the  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  William  Polk,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
revising  the  "Act  against  desertion  and  harbouring  deserters,  or 
dealing  with  them  in  certain  cases,"  the  same  was  granted  to  him; 
whereupon  a  bill  for  that  purpose  was  laid  on  the  table,  and,  by 
order,  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  November  3d,  1781. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  12th  Feb- 
ruary, 1 78 1,  inclosing  a  circular  letter  fi-om  the  President  of  Con- 
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gress  of  the  Sth,  and  two  acts  of  Congress  of  the  3d  and  7th  of 
the  same  month,  for  laying  an  impost  of  five  per  cent,  on  im- 
ported and  prize  goods,  together  with  a  letter  from  the  Financier, 
of  the  27th  July  last,  urging  a  compliance  with  the  said  acts,  and 
a  bill,  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  founded  on  the  said 
requisitions  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  that  a  committee  of  this  House 
be  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  punishing  offences 
committed  by  persons  concerned  in  seizing  and  taking  vessels  out 
of  the  harbors  and  ports  within  this  State,  the  same  was  granted; 
whereupon  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Conwell,  and  Mr.  Hyatt  are  ap- 
pointed a  committee  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Conwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Accounts,  according  to  the  order 
of  Thursday  last. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  President's  message,  and  its  inclosures,  were  severally 
read,  and  the  said  message  is  in  these  words,  viz : 

*  *  Gentlemen  of  the  GenercU  Assembly  : 

* '  Having  this  moment  received  a  circular  letter  from  the  Pre- 

*  *  sident  of  Congress,  with  two  acts  of  that  honorable  body, 
**  recommending  to  the  several  States  to  vest  in  Congress  a 
**  power  to  levy,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  certain  imposts 
*'  in  the  said  acts  mentioned,  I  have  directed  the  Secretary  to  lay 

*  *  the  same  before  your  Honors  for  your  consideration. 

*  New  Castle,  12th  Feb,,  1781.  CiESAR  RODNEY/^ 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  to  vest  in  Congress  a  power  to  levy  an  impost  on  im- 
ported and  prize  goods,  &c.,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wm.  Polk,  for  leave  of  absence  till  Wednes- 
day afternoon  next,  the  same  is  granted  to  him. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  November  5th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday, 
except  Mr.  William  Polk. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for 
punishing  offences  committed  by  persons  concerned  in  seizing 
and  taking  vessek  out  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  this  State,  now 
reported  that  they  had  essayed  a  draught  of  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  for  the  consideration  and 
amendment  of  the  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  acts  of  Congress  of  the  3d  and  7th  of  February  last, 
recommending  to  the  several  States  to  vest  in  Congress  a  power 
to  levy  imposts  on  imported  and  prize  goods,  and  the  bill  founded 
thereon,  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  November  6,  1781. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  for  the  nomination  of  persons  to 
to  be  balloted  for  as  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  this 
State. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  establishing  a  Militia  within  this  State,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conwell,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  aid- 
ing the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the  Court  of  Quarter 
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Sessions  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  the  same  was  g^ranted  ;  where- 
upon a  bill  for  that  purpose  was  laid  on  the  table,  and,  by  order, 
read  the  first  time* 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  nomination 
of  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  President  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  State,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  con* 
curred  m,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

'*  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Monday,  P.  M.,  5th  November,  1781. 
**On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  House  of  Assembly  will  meet  theCouncil^ 
**  in  the  Council  Room,  to-morrow,  in  the  afternoon,  for  the  pur- 
**po»e  of  putting  proper  persons  into  nomination  to  be  voted  for 
**as  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  State,  that  place 
* '  being  now  become  vacant  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the 
"late  President,  Caesar  Rodney,  Esquire,  agreeable  to  the  Con* 
"stitution  of  the  State. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS,  BOOTH. 

'  *  Sent  for  concurrence.        CPk  of  tht  House  of  Assembly.  * ' 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Baning  return  the  preceding  resolution, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto,  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  ;  and  inform  them  that  the  Council  will  be  ready  to 
receive  Uie  House  of  Assembly  in  the  Council  Chamber,  at  five 
o'clock  this  afternoon,  if  assented  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
said  resolution  and  message,  according  to  order,  to  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  R  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

The  House  of  Assembly,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
met  the  Council,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  for  the  purpose  of  put- 
ting into  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  President  and 
Commander-in-Chief  of  this  State,  when  the  names  of  several 
persons  were  taken  down  for  the  consideration  of  the  members 
of  both  Houses. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  now  separate,  and  meet 
again,  in  the  Assembly  Room,  in  half  an  hour,  to  ballot  for  a 
person  to  supply  the  place  of  President  of  this  State. 

Then  the  House  of  Assembly  withdrew. 

The  Council,  agreeable  to  the  proposed  time  of  meeting,  met 
the  House  of  Assembly,  in  the  Assembly  Room,  and  tiiere,  in 
General  Assembly,  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President  of 
this  State,  and  the  members  of  both  Houses  then  present,  to  wit: 
seven  of  the  Council  and  nineteen  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
having  prepared  tickets  with  the  name  of  the  President  to  be  ap- 
pointed and  put  the  same  into  a  ballot-box,  the  Speakers  of  the 
two  Houses,  m  the  presence  of  the  other  members,  examined  the 
ballot-box,  and  it  appeared  that  there  were  twenty-five  votes  out 
of  twenty-six  in  favor  of  John  Dickinson,  Esquire ;  whereupon 
the  said  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  is  declared  duly  elected  Presi- 
dent for  this  State  for  the  term  of  three  years  next  ensuing,  and 
until  the  sitting  of  the  next  General  Assembly  thereafter,  and  no 
longer,  agree^le  to  the  Constitution  or  system  of  government 
thereof. 

Then  the  Council  withdrew,  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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The  Council  met 
and  also  Mr,  Polk. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  Novennber  7th,  1781. 
Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 


On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  more  effectually  punishing  and  discouraging  of* 
fences  committed  in  taking  vessels  out  of  the  harbors  ofthb 

State,  was  read  the  second  time* 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  third  time,  by  para- 
graphs, and  will  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence,  by  Mr. 
Hyatt ; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  establishing  a  Militia  within  this  State,  was  read  a 
third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  will  pass. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  transcribed. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  was  read  a 
third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  will  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  by  Mr.  Polk, 
to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration  and  concur- 
rence. 

Adjourned  till  3  o* clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Polk  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  bill  for  aiding  the 
discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the  Quarter  Sessions  in  Sussex 
County,  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  November  8th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Baning  deliver  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
ifiti      -" 


the  bill  for  establishing  a  Militia  within  this  State 

Mr.  Baning  reported  the  deli^ 
rder. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Mr.  Baning  reported  the  delivery  of  the  same  according  to 
order. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assemblv,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  certain  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the 
protection  of  the  trade  of  the  River  and  Bay  of  Delaware. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  resolutions  were  read  the 
first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 
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The  bill  to  vest  in  Congress  a  power  to  levy  an  impost  on  im- 
ported and  prize  gCK>ds,  &c.,  was  read  a  third  time,  by  para- 
graphs^  and  some  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreea  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  by  Mr.  Con* 
well,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration  and  con- 
currence, together  with  the  President's  message  and  its  inclosures. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  lo  o'clock. 


Friday,  A*  M.,  November  gth,  1781. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Conwell  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
committed  to  him^  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Bryan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  tne  Chair  a  bill  for  raising  twenty-three  thousand  six 
hundred  and  twentj^-five  pounds,  in  specie,  for  the  service  of  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty -two. 

The  same  member  also  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  aiding 
the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the  Court  of  General  Quarter 
Sessions  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  agreed  to  by  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 
On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  twenty -three  thousand  six  hundred  and 
twenty-five  pounds,  m  specie,  for  the  service  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  was  read  the  nrst  time. 

Mr.  Molleston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
respecting  the  adjournment  of  the  present  sessions  ;  which,  by 
order,  was  read,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz : 
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**  In  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 
"Friday,  November 9th,  1781. 

**On  motion, 

*' Resolved,  That  this  House  intend  to  adjourn  the  present 
''sessions  to-morrow  afternoon  to  some  distant  day;  and  that 
**  Mr.  Molleston  wait  on  the  Council  with  a  copy  of  this  resolu- 
**  tion  for  their  information. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

'*JAS.  BOOTH,  Crk  of  Assembly:' 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  McDonough  and  Mr.  Hyatt  be  a  com- 
mittee to  view  the  premises  mentioned  in  the  petition  of  John 
Lewden,  and  that  they,  or  any  one  of  them,  make  report  of  their 
proceedings  thereon  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  against  desertion  and  harbouring  deserters,  or  dealing 
with  them  in  certain  cases,  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  protection 
of  the  trade  of  the  River  and  Bay  of  Delaware,  were  read  the 
second  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  a  third  time,  by  para- 
graphs, and  an  amendment  was  proposed  and  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  and  transcribed  amend- 
ment be  sent,  for  concurrence,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr. 
Baning ; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  President's  message  of  the  12th  February, 
1 78 1,  and  the  circular  letters  and  acts  of  Congress  therein  referred 
to,  together  with  the  bill  to  vest  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
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States  a  power  to  Iev>^  duties  of  five  per  centum  ad  valorem  on 
certain  goods  and  merchandise  imported  into  this  State,  and  on 
prizes  and  prize  goods  condemned  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty 
thereof,  and  for  appropriating  the  same,  and  the  amendments 
proposed  thereto  by  the  Couocil  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Assembly, 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  R  M, 


EoDEM  Die,  R  M. 


The  Council  met. 


Doctor  Clayton,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  for  the  protection  of  the  trade 
of  the  River  and  Bay  of  Delaware,  with  the  amendment  proposed 
thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion^  by  order,  the  foregoing  resolutions,  as  amended, 
were  read  and  concurred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 
'*  Thursday,  A-  M.,  November  8th,  1780. 
**On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Gen- 
**  eral  Assembly  of  Delaware  draw  their  order  on  the  State  Trea- 
*'  surer  in  favor  of  Mr.  Charles  Pope  for  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
**  pounds  in  specie,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  which  may  be 
* '  or  first  may  come  into  the  Treasury,  to  be  by  him  applied  for 
*'the  purpose  of  protecting  the  trade  of  the  Bay  and  River  of 
* '  Delaware. 

*' Resolved  also,  That  the  said  Charles  Pope  is  hereby  author* 
**ized  to  take  the  command  of  the  State  schooner,  now  lying  at 
"  Wilmington,  her  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  and  such  arms, 
'*  ammunition  and  other  articles,  as  belong  to  her,  and  also  the 
*'  State  barge,  or  long-boat,  at  the  Cross- Roads,  in  the  county  ol 
**  Kent,  and  put  the  said  vessels  into  proper  order  and  condition. 
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*  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  to  recommend  one  suitable  per- 

*  son,  to  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  State,  to 
'  be  commissioned  as  a  Lieutenant  of  Marines,  and  to  procure 

*  by  enlistment  or  otherwise,  forty  suitable  men  to  serve  on  board 
'  said  vessels  as  seamen  and  marines,  until  discharged  by  the 
'President  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  State;  the  omcers 

*  and  men  to  be  allowed  the  like  pay,  rations,  and  emoluments, 

*  and  be  subject  to  the  same  rules,  regulations  and  provisoes,  as 

*  are  directed  by  the  act  of  Assembly  of  this  State,  entitled,  *  An 
'  act  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  this  State  on  the  River 

*  and  Bay  of  Delaware.' 

''The  said  Charles  Pope,  as  captain  and  commander  of  said 

*  vessel,  and  the  persons  so  recommended,  to  be  commissioned 
'  in  the  manner  the  said  act  directs. 

**Jleso/ved  also,  That  the  said  vessel  cruise  on  the  Bay  and 

*  River  of  Delaware  only,  and  shall  be  under  the  direction  and 

*  control  of  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  State, 

*  who  is  hereby  empowered  to  ^ve  the  officers  such  instructions 
'  from  time  to  time  as  he  shall  judge  most  likely  to  answer  the 

*  purpose  of  protecting  the  trade  of  this  State  on  the  aforesaid 

*  bay  and  river. 

''Resolved,  That  the  said  Charles  Pope  shall  render  and  settle 
'  the  account  of  his  application  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  money 

*  with  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  State. 
**  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

**  Sent  for  consideration  and  concurrence. 

'7AS.  BOOTH,  CVkofAssen^lyr 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  resolutions  and  amendment  be 
returned,  by  Mr.  Polk,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  the  con- 
currence 01  the  Council  to  the  said  resolutions. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accord- 
ing to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  twenty-three  thousand  six  hundred  and 
twenty-five  pounds,  m  specie,  for  the  service  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  A-  M.,  November  loth,  1781. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raisings  twenty-three  thousand  six  hundred  and 
twenty-five  pounds,  m  specie,  for  the  service  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  was  read  a  third  time, 
by  paragraphs,  and  sundry  amendments  were  proposed,  agreed 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Mr.  White,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  additional  supplementary 
act  to  the  act  entided  *An  act  for  calliog  out  of  circulation  and 
cancelling  the  quota  of  this  State,  according  to  the  present  ap- 
portionment, of  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  Congress,  and 
for  emitting  and  funding  new  bills,  according  to  the  resolutions 
of  Congress  of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  last,  and  for  other 
purposes/  " 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 

to  the  Chair  a  memorial  of  Captain  James  Moore,  praying  an  im- 
mediate advance  of  money  toward  his  pay,  with  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  fifty  pounds,  specie, 
to  Captain  James  Moore. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  additional  supplementary  act  to  the  act 
entitled  *An  act  for  calling  out  of  circulation  and  cancelling  the 
quota  of  this  State,  according  to  the  present  apportionment,  of 
all  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  Congress,  &c.,*  "  was  read  the 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  second  time 
and  postponed  for  further  consideration  till  the  afternoon. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  memorial  of  Capt»  James  Moore,  of  the  Delaware  Re^- 
ment,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  founc&d 
thereon,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 
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By  special  order,  the  same  were  severally  read  the  second  time, 
and  the  said  resolution  was  concurred  in,  and  is  in  these  words, 
viz: 

''  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
'*  Saturday,  November  loth,  1781. 

"The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  memorial  of 
''  Capt.  James  Moore,  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and  thereupon 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  of  the  General 
''Assembly  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  pav- 
ement of  fifty  pounds,  specie,  to  the  said  Capt  Moore,  he  to  be 
"accountable. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  Crk  of  Assembly:' 

A  letter,  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  State  of  Delaware, 
from  William  McKennan,  Captain  in  the  Regiment  of  this  State, 
dated  Camp  near  York,  October  26,  1781,  was  opened  in  Council, 
and  beine  read,  ordered,  on  motion,  that  the  same  be  sent  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  with  the  following  verbal  message,  viz : 

Gentlemen: 

The  Council  judge  it  proper  to  communicate  to  you  a  letter 
from  Capt  McKennan,  respecting  a  detachment  of  the  Regiment 
of  this  State  under  his  command,  whose  wants  require  immediate 
attention  and  relief. 

Orderedy  That  Mr.  Conwell  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  foregoing  letter  and  message,  and  return  the  bill  for 
raising  twenty-three  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-five 
pounds  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-two,  with  the  amendments  (Sroposed  thereto, 
Capt  Moore's  memorial,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  founded  thereon,  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  R  M. 


The  Council  met- 


Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  certain  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
for  completing  the  Delaware  Regiment. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  petition  from 
Joanna  Holland,  widow  of  Capt  Thomas  Holland,  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  forty  pounds, 
specie,  to  the  said  Joanna  Holland* 

The  Council  now  proceeded  to  the  third  reading,  by  para- 
graphs, of  the  bill  entitled  *  *An  additional  supplementary  act  to 
the  act  entided  'An  act  for  calling  out  of  circulation  and  cancelling 
the  quota  of  this  State,  according  to  the  present  apportionment, 
of  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  Congress^  &c. ,  *  '  and  sundry 
amendments  were  proposed,  agreed  to>  and  ordered  to  be  trans- 
cribed. 

On  motion^  by  order, 

The  resolutions  for  completing  the  Delaware  Regiment,  were 
read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petition  of  Mrs.  Joanna  Holland,  and  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  founded  thereon,  were  severally  read. 

By  special  order,  the  said  resolution  was  read  the  second  time, 
concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

'*  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  November  10,  1781. 

"The  House  took  into  consideration  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Jo- 
'*anna  Holland,  widow  of  Capt  Thomas  Holland,  of  the  Dek- 
* '  ware  Regiment,  and 

'^ Resolved^  That  an  order  be  drawn  by  the  Speakers  of  both 
**  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  on  the  State  Treasurer  in 
''favor  of  the  said  Joanna  Holland,  widow  of  Captain  Thomas 
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**  Holland  aforesaid,  who  was  slain  in  the  service  of  the  United 
*' States  at  the  battle  of  Germantown,  in  October,  1777,  for  the 
*'  sum  of  forty  pounds,  specie,  as  so  much  of  the  half  pay  of  the 
*'said  Capt  Holland,  agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  Congress. of 
**the  24th  August,  1780. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

'  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVkof  Assembly, '  * 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  completing  the 
Delaware  Regiment,  were  read  the  second  time  and  deferred  for 
consideration  until  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Polk,  for  leave  of  absence  during  the 
remainder  of  the  present  sessions,  the  same  was  granted  to  him. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  November  12th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday, 
except  Mr.  John  Polk. 

Orderedy  That  Mr.  Baning  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  bill  entitied  '*An  additional  supplementary  act  to  the  act 
entitied  *An  act  for  calling  out  of  circulation  and  cancelling  the 
quota  of  this  State,  according  to  the  present  apportionment,  of 
all  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  Congress,  &c.,'  "  with  the 
paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council ;  Mrs. 
Joanna  Holland's  petition,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  founded  thereon,  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Baning  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

The  Council  now  proceeded  to  the  third  reading,  by  para- 
graphs, of  the  resolutions  for  completing  the  Delaware  Regi- 
ment, and  sundry  amendments  were  proposed,  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  be  transcribed. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met. 


Mn  Lattmer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  certain  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
for  completing  the  Delaware  Regiment. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  petition  from 
Joanna  Holland,  widow  of  Capt  Thomas  Holland,  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  forty  pounds* 
specie,  to  the  said  Joanna  Holland. 

The  Council  now  proceeded  to  the  third  reading,  by  para- 
graphs, of  the  bill  entitled  '  *  An  additional  supplementary  act  to 
the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  caOing  out  of  circulation  and  cancelling 
the  quota  of  this  State,  according  to  the  present  apportionment, 
of  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  Congress,  &c. , '  "  and  sundry 
amendments  were  proposed,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  trans- 
cribed. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  for  completing  the  Delaware  Regiment,  were 
read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petition  of  Mrs.  Joanna  Holland,  and  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  founded  thereon,  were  severally  read. 

By  special  order,  the  said  resolution  was  read  the  second  time, 
concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

' '  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"Saturday,  November  10,  1781. 

'  *  The  House  took  into  consideration  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Jo- 
* '  anna  Holland,  widow  of  Capt.  Thomas  Holland,  of  the  Dela- 
*'ware  Regiment^  and 

''Resolvedy  That  an  order  be  drawn  by  the  Speakers  of  both 
**  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  on  the  State  Treasurer  in 
"&vor  of  the  said  Joanna  Holland^  widow  of  Captain  Thomas 
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**  Holland  aforesaid,  who  was  slain  in  the  service  of  the  United 
'*  States  at  the  battle  of  Germantown,  in  October,  1777,  for  the 
**sum  of  forty  pounds,  specie,  as  so  much  of  the  half  pay  of  the 
*'said  Capt  Holland,  agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of 
*'the  24th  August,  1780. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVkof  Assembly.  *  * 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  completing  the 
Delaware  Regiment,  were  read  the  second  time  and  deferrM  for 
consideration  until  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Polk,  for  leave  of  absence  during  the 
remainder  of  the  present  sessions,  the  same  was  granted  to  him. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  November  12th,  1781. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday, 
except  Mr.  John  Polk. 

Orderedy  That  Mr.  Baning  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  bill  entitled  **An  additional  supplementary  act  to  the  act 
entitled  'An  act  for  calling  out  of  circulation  and  cancelling  the 
quota  of  this  State,  according  to  the  present  apportionment,  of 
all  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  Congress,   &c.,'  '*   with  the 

Japer  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council ;  Mrs. 
oanna  Holland's  petition,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  founded  thereon,  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Baning  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

The  Council  now  proceeded  to  the  third  reading,  by  para- 
graphs, of  the  resolutions  for  completing  the  Delaware  Regi- 
ment, and  sundry  amendments  were  proposed,  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  be  transcribed. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cook  return  the  foregoing  resolutions  and 
transcribed  amendments  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their 
consideration  and  concurrence. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  them,  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  to 
the  bill  to  vest  in  th^  Congress  of  the  United  States  a  power  to 
levy  duties  of  ^v^  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  certain  goods  and 
merchandise  imported  into  this  State,  &c.,  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein  adhered  to  their  said  amendments  as  altered  by 
some  additional  amendments  now  proposed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cook  also  return  the  said  bill  and  amend- 
ments to  the  House  of  Assembly^  for  their  consideration  and  con- 
currence. 

Mr.  Cook,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several 
papers  committed  to  him,  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  lo  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  November  13th,  1781, 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  additional  supplementary  bill  to  the  act 
entitled  * '  An  act  for  calling  out  of  circulation  and  cancelling 
the  quota  of  this  State,  according  to  the  present  apportionment, 
of  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  Congress,  &c./*  with  the 
amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  and  a  paper  of 
amendments  offered  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  said  pro- 
posed amendments  of  the  Council, 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  certain  resolu* 
tions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  officers  of  the 
Delaware  Regiment. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  their  amendments  to  the 
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supplementary  bill  to  the  act  entitled  *'An  act  for  calling  out  of 
circulation  and  cancelling  the  quota  of  this  State,  according  to 
the  present  apportionment,  of  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by 
Congress,  &c.,  a^id  after  some  time  spent  therein  agreed  to  the 
same. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  the  second  time,  by  par- 
agraphs, and  some  amendments  were  proposed,  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Polk  return  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly the  foregoing  supplementar^r  bill  and  its  amendments, 
together  with  the  preceding  resolutions  and  the  Amendments 
proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  for  their  consideration  and  con- 
currence. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Adams,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  for  completing  the  Delaware 
Re^ment,  and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Coun- 
cil m  part  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  a  paper 
of  amendments  offered  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  said 
amendments  of  the  Council. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  such  of  their  amendments 
to  the  foregoing  resolutions  as  were  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
of  Assembly,  and  also  the  amendments  proposed  by  that  House 
to  their  saicl  amendments,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein  they 
adhered  to  their  fourth  amendment,  receded  from  their  seventh, 
and  acceded  to  the  amendments  proposed  by  th6  House  of  As- 
sembly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  the  foregoing  resolutions, 
and  the  several  papers  of  amendments  proposed  thereto,  to  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Baning  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  R  M. 


The  Council  met 


Mr.  Vandyke,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for 
the  payment  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  each  of  tlie  Delegates 
from  this  State  to  Congress^  and  the  following  verbal  message, 


viz: 

*  GcfltlCTfl€fl ,' 

* '  The  Assembly  propose  to  your  honorable  House  that  both 
'*  Houses  meet  in  the  Council  Chamber,  at  five  o'clock  this 
'*  afternoon,  to  receive  the  answer  of  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  as 
**to  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  President  and  Commander-in- 
**  Chief  of  this  State,  to  which  he  has  been  elected  ;  and  also  to 
'  *  appoint,  by  ballot,  persons  to  supply  two  vacant  ensigndes  in 
*'the  Delaware  Regiment 

'*  Tuesday,  13th  Nov.»  1781/' 
On  motion »  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of 
one  hundred  pounds  to  each  of  the  Delegates  from  mis  State  to 

Congress,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
curred m,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
*' Tuesday,  November  13,  17S1. 
**On  motion, 

'*Resoived,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  of  the  General 
**  Assembly  draw  their  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  &vor 
"of  the  Honorable  Thomas  Rodney,  Nicholas  Vandyke,  and 
"Thomas  McKean,  Esquires,  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to 
"Congress,  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  each,  the  said 
"  Delegates  respectively  to  be  accountable. 

*'  Extract  from  the  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

* •  Sent  for  concurrence.  Cl'k  of  Assembly. *  * 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Conwell  return  the  foregoing  resolution, 
concurred  in  by  the  Council,  and  deliver  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly the  following  answer  from  the  Council  to  their  verbal  message 
of  this  day,  viz  : 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  will  be  ready  to  receive  your  honorable  House, 
according  to  your  proposal,  in  the  Council  Room,  at  five  o'clock 
this  afternoon. 

Mr.  Conwell  now  reported  the  deliveiy  of  the  foregoing  reso- 
lution and  message  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  accormng  to 
order. 

Previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the  Coun- 
cil Chamber,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Mr.  Dickinson 
arose  and  took  his  leave  of  Council,  in  consequence  of  his  ap- 
pointment to  the  office  of  President,  in  the  following  words,  viz  : 

''Mr,  Speaker:  I  am  now  to  take  my  leave  of  you  and  the 
** other  gentlemen  of^the  Council,  as  a  member  ot  this  body; 
**  but,  before  I  go,  I  beg  permission  to  return  my  thanks  to  you 
**and  them,  for  the  venr  attentive  and  respectful  treatment  I 
'*  have  received,  while  I  have  had  a  seat  here. 

*  *  You,  gentlemen,  are  witnesses,  with  how  much  reluctance  I 
**have  been  separated  from  you.  I  expected,  intended,  and 
* '  should  have  been  perfectly  contented,  to  have  continued  among 

ou,  if  such  had  been  the  pleasure  of  the  General  Assembly ; 

ut,  in  whatever  station  I  serve  the  State,  or  wherever  I  may 
**be,  I  desire  you  all,  gentlemen,  to  be  assured,  that  I  ever 
**  shall  retain  a  grateful  and  affectionate  remembrance  of  your 
"behavior  towards  me,  and  I  pray  Heaven  to  bless  every  one  of 
*'you,  in  your  public  and  private  capacities." 

The  House  of  Assembly  met  the  Coimcil  in  the  Council  Cham- 
ber, agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  to  receive  the  answer  of 
John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  as  to  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of 
President  of  this  State,  to  which  he  had  been  elected.  Where- 
upon Mr.  Dickinson  arose  and  addressed  the  General  Assembly 
on  the  subject  of  his  appointment  to  the  said  office  in  the  follow- 
ing pathetic  speech,  viz : 


"y, 
"bi 
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*  *  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

**  I  thank  you  for  the  honour  you  have  conferred  upon  me,  by 
**  electing  me  President  of  this  State.  The  post,  itself  I  do  not 
' '  think  so  great  an  honour,  as  the  manner  in  which  you  have  be- 
**  stowed  it.  Thai  conveys  a  proof  of  your  esteem,  which  I  /eel 
'*  to  be  very  valuable  and  powerful.  I  give  up  my  inclination  for 
**  a  retired  life,  to  which  I  am  called  by  so  many  and  such  weighty 
**  considerations,  to  your  pleasure. 

*'  On^  apprehension  I  cannot  dismiss,  that  I  shall  not  be  able 
'  *  to  fill  the  station  to  w^hich  I  am  appointed,  so  advantageously 
*'as  I  wish,  or  as  you  may  perhaps  expect,  I  will  try  to  com* 
"pensate  for  deficiencies  m  other  respects,  by  my  integrity,  at- 
**  tachment  to  the  common  cause,  and  the  love  of  my  country,  to 
'*  which  shall  be  added  all  the  application  my  health  wiJl  bear;  yet 
"still,  I  must  request  your  favorable  interpretation  of  my  con- 
*'  duct»  and  rely,  in  a  great  measure,  for  success  on  your  support. 

**  Any  mistakes  I  may  commit  will  be  of  my  judgment,  never 
*'of  my  intention,  and  I  confide  in  the  candour  of  my  country* 
'*men,  that  circumstances,  unavoidable  in  the  present  arduous 
'*  contest,  will  not  be  imputed  to  errors  in  a'dministration. 

' '  What  laws,  now  in  force,  are  to  be  altered  or  repealed,  and 

*  *  w^hat  new  ones  are  to  be  made,  it  will  be  your  business,  gende- 
"men,  to  determine.  It  wall  be  mine  to  see  those  which  the 
"wisdom  of  the  Legislature  approves  effectually  carried  into 
' '  execution. 

"If,  in  my  attempts  to  discharge  this  complicated  duty,  any 
"part  of  it  escapes  my  attention,  I  ask,  and  shall  at  all  times 
' '  gratefully  receive  your  advice  or  information. 

"As  it  does  not  appear  to  me  inconsistent  with  this  duty,  so  it 

*  *  will  be  a  pleasing  employment  to  consult  the  ease  of  the  good 
* '  people  of  the  State,  as  far  as  can  be  done  without  weakening 
"our  exertions  in  maintaining  this  just  and  necessary  war,  w^hicE 
"men  of  sense  and  virtue  cannot  desire. 

'  *  May  a  happy  harmony,  in  sentiment  and  measures,  so  bene- 

*  *  ficial  to  society,  always  prevail  among  us,  or,  if  there  must  be 
"division,  let  it  only  be  betw^een  those  who  j^enerously  contend 
''for  the  freedom,  independence  and  prosperity  of  their  country, 
'*  and  such  as  weakly  wish  for  a  dangerous  and  dishonorable  sub- 
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**  mission  to  enemies  so  infatuated  as  to  hate  where  they  ought 
**  to  admire,  and  to  provoke  their  own  and  pursue  the  ruin  of 
**  these  States,  though  nature  and  policy  point  out  that  we  should 

*  *  be  blessings  one  to  the  other. 

**  Above  all  things,  gentlemen,  let  us  seriously  endeavor  to  re- 
* '  commend  ourselves  and  our  cause  to  the  adorable  Providence 
**that  has  so  graciously  conducted  us  thus  far,  through  a  wilder- 
**ness  of  difficulties,  and  made,  as  it  were,  the  sea  to  give  way 
**  before  us  ;  and  therefore  let  us  more  and  more  promote  a  spint 
**of  benevolence,  equity  aod  liberality,  and  heartily  join  together 

*  *  in  discouraging  every  kind  of  vice  and  immorality,  being  as- 
'*sured  that  *  Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,  but  Sin  is  a  re- 
'*proach  to  any  people.'  " 

On  motion. 

Resolved  unanimously ^  That  a  certificate  of  the  appointment 
of  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  to  the  office  of  President  of  this 
State,  signed  by  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses,  and  sealed 
with  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State,  be  made  out  and  delivered  to 
Mr.  President. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  be  authorized  to 
administer  as  well  the  qualification  of  allegiance  and  declaration 
of  faith,  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  this  State,  to  the  Honorable  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  as  . 
the  following  oath  of  office,  to  wit : 

"I,  John  Dickinson,  do  affirm  that. I  will  well  and  truly,  ac- 

*  *  cordmg  to  the  best  of  my  abilities  and  judgment,  execute  the 
'  *  office  of  President  of  the  Delaware  State  agreeable  to  the  Con- 
**stitution  and  Laws  thereof 

Then  the  General  Assembly  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of 
persons  to  be  balloted  for  to  supply  two  vacant  ensigncies  in  the 
Delaware  Regiment,  when  two  persons  were  named  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  General  Assembly. 

Whereupon  the  General  Assembly,  there  being  no  more  than 
two  persons  nominated  to  fill  the  said  vacancies,  proceeded  to 
the  ballot,  and  it  appeared  that  John  Vaughn  and  John  Piatt 
were  declared  duly  elected  to  fill  the  said  vacancies. 
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On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Vaughn  be  considered  as  the  first 
in  rank. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  now  separate. 

Then  the  House  of  Assembly  withdrew, 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  John  Dickinson, 
Esquire,  to  the  office  of  President  of  this  State,  in  order  to  be 
sigcned  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council ;  which  was  accordingly 
done  ;  and  the  said  certificate  was  returned  by  the  same  member, 
in  order  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  bill  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 
Court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  in  Sussex  County,  being  en- 
grossed, was  read,  compared,  and  ordered  to  be  sent,  with  the 
original  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  comparison,  and  to  be 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  by  Mr*  Cook; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

On  morion, 

Whereas  Congress,  by  their  proclamation  dated  the  —  day 

of ,  have  recommended  to  the  several  States  to  set  apart 

Thursday,  the  thirteenth  day  of  December  next,  to  be  observed 
as  a  day  of  public  Thanksgiving  and  Prayer ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  thirteenth  day  of  December  aforesaid  be 
set  apart  throughout  this  State  as  a  day  of  public  Thanksgiving 
and  Prayer  to  Almighty  God  for  the  purposes  in  the  above-re* 
cited  proclamation  of  Congress  mentioned,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent be  requested  to  publish  the  same  by  proclamation. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  W^liam  Polk  deliver  the  foregoing  reso- 
lution to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  consideration  and  concur* 

rence. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order, 

Mr.  Read,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deUv- 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affix* 
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ing  the  Great  Seal  to  four  laws  passed  this  session,  together  with 
the  said  laws,  respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Assembly,  in  order  to  be  compared  and  signed  by  the  Speaker 
of  the  Council,  and  the  several  original  bills  and  amendments. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  certificates 
of  the  appointment  of  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  to  the  office  of 
President  of  this  State,  respectively  signed  by  the  Speakers  of 
both  Houses,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  delivered  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  Council  to  Mr.  President ;  and  also  the  following 
orders,  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  viz  : 

To  Thomas  Rodney,  Nicholas  Vandvke,  and  Thomas 
McKean,  Esquires,  Delegates  from  this  State  to 

Congress,  ;^ioo  each, £  300  o  o 

To  Colonel  David  Hall, 100  o  o 

To  Lieutenant  Joseph  Vaughn, 100  o  o 

To  Major  John  Patton,    .    .    .  • 75  o  o 

To  Capt.  reter  Jacc^uet, 100  o  o 

To  Capt.  Robert  Kirkwood, 100  o  o 

To  Capt.  James  Moore, 60  o  o 

To  Capt.  John  Learmouth, 6000 

To  Capt.  John  Wilson, 6000 

To  Capt.  Daniel  Powell  Cox, 6000 

To  Capt.  Georee  Parvis 6000 

To  Lieut.  Chanes  Kidd,      40  o  o 

To  Lieut.  James  Campbell, 4000 

To  Lieut.  Joseph  Horsman, 40  o  o 

To  Lieut.  Elijah  Skillington, 40  o  o 

To  Lieut.  Edward  Roche, 40  o  o 

To  Lieut.  Henry  Duff, 40  o  o 

To  Lieut.  Thomas  Anderson, 40  o  o 

To  Doct.  Reuben  Gilder, 6000 

To  Ensign  Stephen  Mc William, 30  o  o 

To  Mr.  John  Vaughan, 30  o  o 

To  Mr.  John  Piatt, 30  o  o 

To  Mrs.  Joanna  Holland, 40  o  o 

;£i545  o  o 

Whereupon  the  said  orders  were  directed  to  be  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  Council ;  which  was  accordingly  done. 
86 
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On  motion,  by  order,  the  several  foregoing^  bills,  respectively 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  were  read  and 
compared,  and  directed  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Coun- 
cil ;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great 
Seal  to  the  foregoing  bills,  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz : 

*'In  the  House  of  Assembly,  November  13,  I78i, 

* '  On  motion, 

^'Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in*Chier  affix 
' '  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to  the  following  laws,  to  wit : 

1.  "An  act  for  raising  twenty- three  thousand  six  hundred  and 
twenty-five  pounds,  in  specie,  for  the  service  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two  ;** 

2.  **An  act  to  vest  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  a 
power  to  levy  duties  of  five  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  certain 
goods  and  merchandise  imported  into  this  State,  and  on  prizes 
and  prize  goods  condemned  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty  thereof, 
and  for  appropriating  the  same  ;' ' 

3.  **An  act  for  aiding  the  discontinuance  of  the  process  in  the 
Court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Goal  De- 
livery in  the  County  of  Sussex  ;' ' 

4.  **An  additional  sopplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  *Aji 
act  for  calling  out  of  circulation  and  cancelling  the  quota  of  this 
State,  according  to  the  present  apportionment,  of  all  the  Bills 
of  Credit  emitted  by  Congress,  and  for  emitting  and  funding 
new  bills,  according  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  eigh- 
teenth day  of  March  last,  and  for  other  purposes,*  passed  at  New 
Castle,  on  the  t^^xifth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  him- 
dred  and  eighty -one. ' ' 


*'  Extract  from  the  minutes. 
'  *  Sent  for  concurrence 


JAS,  BOOTH, 
Cr  k  of  Assembiy:* 


Mr.  Vandyke,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  the  resolution  of  the  Council  for  appointing 
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Thursday,  the  thirteenth  day  of  December  next,  to  be  observed 
as  a  day  of  Thanksgiving  and  Prayer,  with  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  thereto. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  completing  the  Delaware  Regi- 
ment, with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council 
acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  empowering  the  President  to  draw  for 
money  for  contingent  services;  and  also  certain  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  the  pay  and  clothing  of  the  Delaware 
Regiment. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  one  hundred  pounds 
to  William  Millan,  together  with  an  order,  signed  by  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  thirteen  hundred  pounds,  specie, 
in  favor  of  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  the  Clothier-General  of  this 
State,  in  order  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  as  amended,  were  reaa  and  con- 
curred in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  :  * 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  empowering  the  President  to  draw  for  money 
for  contingent  services,  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows, 
viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
'* Tuesday,  November  13,  1781. 
*  *  On  motion, 

^'Resolved,  That  his  Excellency,  the  President  and  Com- 
**  mander-in-Chief  of  this  State,  be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered 
**to  draw  his  orders  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  any  sum,  not  ex- 
"ceeding  one  thousand  pounds,  in  order  to  defray  expenses  for 

*  These  resolutioiis  are  not  recorded. 
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'*  contingent  public  services  that  may  arise  in  the  recess  of  the 

*  *  present  General  Assembly,  he  to  be  accountable. 

'*  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH. 

'  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CV  k  of  Assembly ^ 

On  motion,  by  order* 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  pay  and 
clothing  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  were  read  and  conciirred  in, 
and  are  as  follows,  viz : 

**In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Tuesday,  13th  November,  1781. 
**On  motion* 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Gen- 
**eral  Assembly  draw  their  order  in  favor  of  George  Craghead, 
*'  Esq,,  the  Clothier  of  the  State,  on  the  State  Treasurer,  for  four 
**  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds,  in  specie,  for  the  purpose  of 
**  an  immediate  supply  of  tw^o  hundred  shirts,  one  hundred  woolen 
**  waistcoats,  one  hundred  pair  of  woolen  overalls,  one  hundred 
**pair  of  socks,  one  hundred  pair  of  shoes,  fifteen  coats  and  fifty 
'*  blankets,  for  the  use  of  the  detachment  under  the  command 
"of  Capt.  McKennan/* 

*  *  That  the  Speakers,  aforesaid,  draw  their  order  on  the  State 
"Treasurer,  in  favor  of  the  Clothier-General,  aforesaid,  for  eight 
'Miundred  and  twenty-five  pounds,  like  money,  for  the  purpose 
**of  a  supply  oi  one  hundred  and  fifty  coats,  one  hundred  and 

•  *  fifty  woolen  waistcoats,  one  hundred  and  fifty  woolen  overalls, 
**  three  hundred  shirts,  one  hundred  and  fifty  hats,  one  hundred 
**and  fifty  pair  of  socks,  and  three  hundred  pair  of  shoes,  for  the 
**use  of  the  Delaware  troops  in  the  Southern  army,  under  the 
**  command  of  General  Green.** 

**  That  the  Clothier-General  make  application  to  the  Board  of 
'*  War,  in  order  to  obtain  the  above  articles  of  clothing,  or  as 
**many  of  them  as  may  be  procured  in  that  way,  and  that  the 
**said  George  Craghead  make  exact  and  particular  returns  of  the 
'  *  articles  he  may  so  procure,  and  also  render  his  account  of  the 
**  expenditure  of  the  money  he  may  receive,  to  the  General  Aj* 
"sembly,  at  their  next  meeting." 

**That  orders  be  drawn,  in  manner  aforesaid,  in  Ikvor  of  the 
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*  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  for  the  following  sums  of 

*  money,  in  specie,  on  account  of  their  pay,  to  wit:  to  Colonel 

*  David  Hall,  one  hundred  pounds ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Joseph 

*  Vaughan,  one  hundred  pounds ;  Major  John  Patten,  seventy- 

*  five  pounds ;  Captains   Robert   Kirkwodd  and  Peter  Jaauet, 

*  each,  one  hundred  pounds ;  Captains  John  Learmouth,  John 

*  Wilson,  Daniel  Powel  Cox  and  George  Parvis,  sixty  pounds, 

*  each  ;  Captain  James  Moore,  ten  pounds  in  addition  to  the  fifty 

*  pounds  ordered  to  be  paid  to  him  by  this  present  General  As- 

*  sembly ;  Reuben  Gilder,  Surgeon,  sixty  pounds  ;  Lieutenants  * 

*  Henry  Duff,  James  Campbell,  Joseph  Horsman,  Elijah  Skil- 

*  lington,  Charles  Kidd,  Edward  Roche  and  Thomas  Anderson, 

*  forty  pounds  each;  Ensign  Stephen  McWilliam,  thirty  pounds  ; 

*  and  John  Vaughn  and  John  Piatt,  volunteers  in  the  said  regi- 

*  ment,  thirty  pounds  each." 

*  *  That  an  order  be  drawn,  in  the  same  manner,  for  the  pay- 

*  ment  of  one  month's  pay  for  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
'  privates  of  the  Delaware  troops  in  the  Southern  army,  afore- 

*  said,  to  such  person  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  of 

*  the  State  to  receive  the  same,  and  to  be  by  such  person  im- 

*  mediady  remitted  to  them. 

*'  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  President  to  issue  his  orders 
'  to  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Re^ment  now  in  the  State  (Cap- 

*  tain  Moore  excepted),  and  not  prisoners  of  war,  that  as  soon  as 

*  they  may  severally  receive  the  sum  directed  to  be  drawn  on 

*  their  benalf,  as  above  mentioned,  they  do  repair  to  their  regi- 

*  ment  so  that  the  officers  thereof,  now  with  General  Green  may, 

*  if  they  think  proper,  apply  for  leave  of  absence  for  a  time,  and 

*  their  places  supplied  by  such  as  are  within  the  intent  of  this 

*  resolution. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVkof  Assembly, ' ' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of 
one  hundred  pounds  to  William  Millan,  was  read,  considered, 
and  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  in  feivor  of  George  Craghead,  Esq., 
for  thirteen  hundred  pounds,  be  signed  by  the  Speaker. 
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Ordered,  That  the  several  bills  and  resolutions  before  raen- 
tioned,  respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  be 
returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr  Cook  ; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Adjourned  till  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  November  I4th»  1781. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  Speaker  of  the  Council  now  waited  on  Mr  President,  and 
being  returned,  reported  to  the  General  Assembly  that  he  had 
administered  as  well  the  qualification  of  allegiance  and  declara- 
tion of  faith,  prescribed  by  the  twenty  second  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  State,  as  the  oath  (or  affirmation)  of  office,  to  his 
Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Delaware 
State,  in  pursuance  of  certain  resolutions  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  yesterday. 

Thereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  issue  a  writ  to  the  Sheriff  of  New 
Castle  County,  directing  him  to  hold  an  election  on  Thursday, 
the  20th  day  of  December  next,  agreeable  to  the  Constitution 
and  Laws  of  this  State,  for  the  choosing  of  one  new  member  of 
the  Legislative  Council  for  the  said  county,  in  the  room  of  John 
Dickinson,  Esquire,  whose  seat  became  vacant  by  his  acceptance 
of  the  office  of  President  of  this  State, 

Which  was  accordingly  done. 

Then  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  settlement  of  the  per  diem 
wages  and  mileage  of  their  members  at  their  present  meeting,  and 
the  following  accounts  were  allowed,  viz : 
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To  the  Honorable  Thomas  Collins,  Esq.,  for  23  days' 

attendance  in  Council, £  ^5    7  ^ 

To  John  Baning,  Esq.,  for  20  days'  attendance,  .  .  17  10  o 
To  Peter  Hyatt,  Esq.,  for  23  days'  attendance  and 

mileage, 21  12  6 

To  William  Conwell,  Esq.,  for  16  days'  attendance 

and  mileage, 15  16  o 

To  John  Polk,   Esq.,  for  20  days'  attendance  and 

mileage, 2000 

To  John  Cook,   Esq.,  for  17  days'  attendance  and 

mileage, 15    8  6 

To  William  Polk,  Esq.,  for  21  days'  attendance  and 

mileage, 19    9  6 

To  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  for  21   days'   attendance 

and  mileage, 20    96 

To  Benjamin  Vining,  Esq.,  for  20  days'  attendance 

as  Clerk,  &c., 23  10  o 

;£  179    36 

Ordered^  That  the  Speaker  draw  orders  on  the  State  Trea- 
surer for  the  payment  of  the  aforesaid  several  sums. 

Which  was  accordingly  done. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  till  the  2d  day  of  January  next,  to 
meet  at  the  Town  of  Dover. 
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VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  JANUARY,  1782. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Delaware  State, 
at  the  Town  ol  Dover,  on  Wednesday,  the  2d  day  of  January,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
two,  a  suflficient  number  of  the  members  to  form  an  House  not 
attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Wednes- 
day, the  9th  instant. 


Wednesday,  January  9th,  1782. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  following  members,  viz  : 

For  New  Castle  County — Mr.  McDonough,  Mr.  Hyatt. 

For  Kent  County — The  Hon.  Thomas  Collins,  Mr.  Baning. 

For  Sussex  County — Mr.  John  Polk. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  adjourn  till  Tuesday  next,  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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Tuesday,  P.  M.,  January  15,  1782. 

The  Council  met,  but  a  quorum  of  the  members  not  attending, 
the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Tuesday,  the  22d 
instant. 


Tuesday,  January  22d,  1782. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Tuesday 
last,  and  also  Mr.  Cook  and  Mr.  William  Polk. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  for  the  County  of 
New  Castle,  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor  to  fill  the  seat  of 
John  Dickinson,  Es<l.»  which  became  vacant  by  his  acceptance 
of  the  office  of  the  President  of  this  State,  being  laid  on  the 
table,  it  appears  that  Isaac  Grantham,  Esq.,  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Council,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  December  last, 
agreeable  to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Grantham  appeared,  took  the  oath  and  subscribed  the 
declaration  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  State,  and  then  took  his  seat  in  the  Council. 
[^See  note  an  page  /o.] 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McDonough  and  Mr.  Cook  be  a  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  acquaint 
him  that  the  Council,  having  met,  are  ready  to  receive  any  busi- 
ness he  may  have  to  lay  before  them. 

The  committee,  being  returned,  reported  that  they  had  waited 
on  the  President  with  the  message  committed  to  them,  according 
to  order,  and  that  he  was  pleased,  in  answer,  to  say  that  he  had 
laid  some  business  of  great  importance  before  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, which,  in  due  course,  would  come  before  this  House. 

The  committee  appointed  to  view  the  premises  mentioned  in 
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the  petition  of  John  Leuden,  now  reported  that  they  had  viewed 
the  same,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition, 
as  therein  set  forth,  may  be  granted  ;  whereupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McDonough,  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  founded  on  the  said  petition,  the 
same  was  granted. 

The  gentlemen  chosen  :  Mr.  Hyatt,  Mr.  McDonough,  and  Mr. 
William  Polk. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  January  23d,  1782. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  brine  in  a  bill  found- 
ed on  the  petition  of  John  Leuden,  now  laid  on  Uie  table  a  bill  for 
that  purpose  entitled  '*A  further  supplementary  act  to  the  act  en- 
tided  *  An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  roads  in  New  Castle 
County  ;*  *'  which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  entitied  **A  further  supplemen- 
tary act  to  the  act  entitied  *An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the 
roads  in  New  Castie  County,'  '*  was  read  the  second  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  third  time,  by  para- 
graphs, and  will  pass. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill,  together  with  the  foregoing  peti- 
tion, be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  concurrence,  by 
Mr.  Cook ; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  lo  o'clock. 


Thursday,  January  24th,  1782. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  January  25,  1782. 

int  all  1 
oik. 

Adjourned  rill  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Con- 
well,  Mr.  Cook,  and  Mr.  Polk. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  message  fix)m  the  President  to  the  General 
Assembly,  of  the  19th  instant,  with  its  inclosures. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  new  map  of 
the  western  parts  of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  North 
Carolina,  with  several  reports  and  papers  relative  to  the  claims  of 
Virginia,  &c. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  supplement 
to  the  act  entitled  *'An  act  for  regulating  and  establishing  fees," 
with  an  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  the  House  of  A^embly. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  President's  Message,  and  its  inclosures,  were  severally 
read,  and  the  said  message  is  in  these  words,  viz  : 

* '  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

*  *  The  Secretary  will  lay  before  you  several  acts  of  Congress, 
**  dated  October  the  30th,  November  the  2d,  12th,  and  23d, 
"December  the  4th,  loth,  nth,  and  17th,  and  January  the  2d, 
"with  letters  from  the  President  of  that  honorable  body,  and  the 
"  Financier,  relative  to  the  subject  of  those  acts. 

' '  Some  of  these  are  of  so  important  a  nature,  that  our  utmost 
' '  exertions  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  founded  upon  them 
"will  be  the  best  measures  we  can  possibly  pursue  to  attain  and 
"secure  the  blessings  for  which  we  are  contending. 

' '  The  successes  of  the  last  campaign,  obtained,  under  the  favour 
"of  Divine  Providence,  by  the  distin^ished  abilities  of  the 
"Commander-in-Chief,  the  generous  aid  of  the  monarch  who 
"does  honour  to  the  exalted  station  he  holds,  the  gallantry  and 
"  good  conduct  of  his  troops,  and  of  the  American  officers  and 
"soldiers,  in  everv  scene  of  action — ^the  unparalleled  harmony 
"between  the  combined  forces,  promising  all  the  fruits  of  a  perfect 
"and  permanent  amity,  the  militia  riv^ing  veterans  in  bravery 
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'and  discipline — our  recovery  from  the  distresses  of  a  depre- 
'  dated  currency — ^the  resources  open  to  our  view^ — the  vigorous 

*  and  economical  administration  taking  place  in  our  finances — 

*  the  enterprising  and   public   spirit  of  the  mercantile  part   of 

*  the  community,  giving  motion  to  so  many  springs  in  the 
'  system  of  government — the  unanimity  of  the  people,  in  assert- 
'  ing  and  defending  their  independence,   are  .circumstances  of 

*  such  moment  as  to  present  a  prospect  of  the  most  prosperous 
'  events,  if  the  opportunities  they  offer  are  seized  with  decision 
'  and  improved  with  wisdom. 

**They  are,  however,  but  steps  in  our  progress  to  political 
' '  happiness,  and  by  looking  back  too  earnestly  upon  them,  we 
' '  may  yet  forfeit  the  inestimable  prize  we  wish  to  crown  our 
'  labours  with  at  the  conclusion  of  the  course. 

**In  a  contest  so  deeply  interesting  to  us  and  our  posterity, 

**  we  ought  to  think  nothing  done  while  anything  remains  to  be 

'  done.     Our  conduct  should  be  regulated  by  the  temper,  abilit>% 

*  and  even  the  errors  of  our  enemies.  Confiding  in  their  wealth 
**and  strength,  animated  by  the  remembrance  of  former  victories, 
'  *  and  irritated  by  a  resistance  subverting  the  foundations  laid  by 

*  their  wise  ancestors,  for  more  than  Roman  grandeur,  they 

*  discover  a   fixed   resolution   to   persist,   in  defiance  of  every 

*  *  difficulty  and  danger,  In  their  attempts  to  recover  their  immense 
'Mosses,  aggravated,  as  they  must  be,  by  a  consciousness  of 
'*  their  own  imprudence.     Thus  stimulated  they  dare  a  compli- 

'cation  of  wars,  face  their  foes  on  every  side,  and  combat  \n 
'  *  every  quarter  of  the  Globe  ;  demonstrating  the  prodigious 
'*  supplies  of  hostility  accumulated  by  a  great  and  long  establish- 
'*ed  commercial  power,  exhibiting  a  memorable  instance  of  the 
'  *  destructive  diligence  and  obdurate   perseverance  excited  by 

'  the  rage  of  ambition, 

*'  If  all  this  profusion  of  blood  and  treasure  cannot  obtain  the 
'  principally  desired  and  dreadful  end  of  subjugating  these  States, 

*  we  should  remember  it  has  been  declared,  m  a  manifesto  pub- 
' '  lished  by  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  Great  Seal 

*  *  of  Britain,  and  of  which  no  disapprobation  could  be  obtained 
**  from  either  House  of  Parliament,  a  secondary  end  may  be  an- 
**swered — that  of  rendering,  by  the  EXTREMES  of  war  and  deso- 
**lation,  our  connection  with  France  of  as  LITTLE  AVAIL  to  her 

•as  POSSIBLE. 
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*  *  How  far  this  avowed  principle  has  heretofore  influenced  the 

*  military  operations  on  this  Continent,  it  is  needless  to  say  :  how 

*  fer  it  is  to  influence  the  future,  let  the  past  determine ;  but 

*  whatever  our  sufferings  have  been,  it  is  worthy  of  consideration, 

*  whether  part  of  them  may  not  be  imputed  to  our  mistakes. 

*  *  We,  knowing  that  a  vast  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  these 
'  States  will,  at  every  hazard,  maintain  their  independence,  now 

*  indispensably  necessary  for  supporting  their  honour  and  hap- 

*  piness,  and  desire  no  peace  but  upon  this  ground,  and  that 

*  not  one  in  an  hundred  would  risk  life  or  property  for  recon- 

*  ciliation  on  any  other  terms,  have  relied  too  much  on  this  solid 

*  mass  of  opposition.     Relaxation  ensued,  and  has  been  followed 

*  by  its  natural  consequences.    Happily  for  us,  indeed,  virtue  has 

*  frequently  paid  the  arrears  of  prudence. 

**On  the  other  hand,   our  enemies,  viewing  the  same  object 

*  through  the  deceiving  mediums  of  passion  and  prejudice,  believe 

*  that  the  thinness  of  our  battalions,  and  the  dilatoriness  of  our 

*  supplies,  are,  in  a  great  degree,  occasioned   by  the  disaffec- 

*  tion  of  large  numbers  to  our  cause.     This  error  produces  an- 

*  other,  and  leads  them  to  expect  a  dissolution  of  public  credit, 
*from  dissatisfaction  at  the  burthens  imposed,  and  a  flattering 

*  comparison  between  their  funds,  supposed  by  them  to  be  al- 

*  most  inexhaustible,  and  the  scantiness  of  our  revenues. 

*  *  Inattentive  to  the  smallness  of  the  debt  we  have  contracted 

*  during  the  war,  and  the  heavy  load  it  has  laid  upon  them,  they 
'  seem  not  to  advert  to  the  difference  of  effects  such  national 

*  incumbrances  must  produce  in  a  country  prospering  by  manu- 

*  factures,  and  another  that  little  depends  on  such  employments  ; 

*  and  while  an  increase  of  our  burtnens  only  adds  to  the  odium 

*  against  the  original  unprovoked  authors  of  them,  they  will  not 

*  duly  estimate  the  calm  and  steady  resentment  of  injured  and 

*  insulted  innocence,  and  never  reflect  how  much  of  their  pro- 
*perty  they  cheerfully  spare,  who  are  ready  to  part  with  the 

*  whole,  for  preserving  their  freedom. 

'* Another  error  of  our  enemies,  if  they  really  believe  it,  or  an 

*  artful  insinuation,  if  they  do  not,  deserves  notice,  as  their  dis- 

*  guised  emissaries  endeavor  to  disseminate  it  among  us.  They 
'  suppose,  or  surmise,  that  such  a  cordial  friendship  can  never  be 
'  formed  between  us  and  the  subjects  of  our  ally,  as  with  them- 
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'selves,  because  of  the  dissimilarity  of  government,  laws,  man- 

*  ners,  customs,  religion  and  language.     There  was  a  time  when 

*  hereditary  habits  of  thinking  would  easily  have  admitted  this 
'doctrine.  It  is  past.  The  hard-hearted  policy  of  Great  Britain, 
*and  the  just  and  wise  magnanimity  of  France,  have  restored 

*  to  us  the  impartial  exercise  of  our  judgment ;  and  statine  the 
'  case  of  a  connection  between  us  and  each  of  those  kingdoms, 
'  the  very  line  of  distinction,  that  has  been  drawn,  will  remove 

*  apprehensions  with  respect  to  the  latter  that  must  exist  as 
'reasonable  for  want  of  it,  and  on  account  of  the  late  separation, 
'as  peculiarly  forcible  at^ainst  the  former.  Mutual  mterests, 
'  liberal  sentiments,  and  fair  dealing,  are  better  promoters  of  con- 

*  cord  between  nations  than  resemblances  that  may  prompt  and 
'  cause  deceptions,  and  which  we  feel  to  have  given  edge  and 
'  extension  to  the  fury  of  those,   who  now,   with  prep>osterous 

*  ingenuity,  urge  them  as  sources  of  affection. 

' '  If  America  now  rises  to  a  full  display  of  her  temper  and 
' '  ability,  correspondent  to  the  desires  and  efforts  of  our  illustrious 
' '  ally,  she  will  dispel  the  errors  that  have  been  so  fertile  of  evil, 
"and  may,  in  a  short  time,  realize  the  proposed  reward  of  her 
"toils,  not  otherwise  perhaps  to  be  obtained  but  by  a  tedious 
'  *  struggle,  great  expense,  and  renewed  losses, 

'  *  When  such  a  measure  is  recommended  by  the  Council  that 
"presides  over  the  common  interests  of  the  Union,  and  whose 
"comprehensive  survey  of  affairs  must  certainly  have  suggested 
"to  tnem  cogent  reasons  for  recommending  it  in  the  manner 
"they  have  done,  I  am  perfectly  convinced,  from  my  knowledge 
'  of  your  zeal,  that  ever>^  possible  exertion  will  be  made  on  your 
"  part.  Permit  me  only  to  add.  that  I  cannot  but  ardently  wish 
*  *  this  State  may  have  the  merit  of  being  distinguished  by  the 
*' earliest  punctuality  of  compliance, 

*  *  Gentlemen — The  Secretary  will  also  present  to  you  two  let* 

'ters  from  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  me,  dated   the  3d  and 

"  15th  of  December,  concerning  tlie  establishment  of  a  tempor- 

"ary^  hospital,  at  Wilmington,  for  sick  soldiei^  returning  from 

"Virginia,  with  several  papers  relative  to  that  business. 

"  Humanity,   and  a  just  respect    for   his  Excellency's  senti- 
ments, induce  me  to  pursue  every  measure  within  my  power 
"  that  appeared  likely  to  save  the  lives  and  alleviate  the  distresses 
'  of  the  brave  and  good  men  whose  relief  was  intended*     I  am 
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*  informed  that  these  measures  have  been  of  use,  and  hope  they 

*  will  meet  your  approbation. 

**  I  have  directed  a  letter  from  General  Greene,  of  October  the 

*  24th,  one  from  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  of  November 
'the  1 2th,  and  another  from  the  Board  of  War,  of  the  19th  of 

*  the  same  month,  to  be  delivered  to  you,  as  they  contain  mat- 

*  ters  that  will  require  your  consideration. 

*  *  Immediately^  after  my  going  to  Philadelphia,  as  I  was  well 

*  acquainted  with  your  solicitude  to  have  the  execution  of  your 

*  late  resolutions  respecting  the  clothing  of  our  regiment  expe- 

*  dited,  I  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  His  letters,  of  the  3d 
*and  4th  of  December,  are  now  sent.  By  the  information 
*I  received  from  him,  and  afterward  from  the  Financier,  I 
'thought  it  improper  that  any  further  steps  should  be  taken 

*  until  your  pleasure  could  be  known  on  the  new  circumstances 

*  that  have  occurred;  but  there  are  deficiencies  as  to  the  clothing 

*  of  the  officers  that  deserve,  and  therefore,  I  am  assured,  will 

*  engage  your  early  and  effectual  attention.     I  have  desired  the 

*  Clothier  to  lay  his  accounts  before  you. 

**  The  Legislature  has  not  yet  acted  upon  a  resolution  of  Con- 

*  gress  dated  the  thirteenth  of  last  June,  respecting  the  officers 

*  of  the  Hospital  and  Medical  Department. 

*'The  greatest  dispatch  was  made  in  getting  the  schooner  be- 

*  longing  to  the  State  ready,  in  pursuance  of  your  directions. 

*  She  sailed  on  the  20th  dav  of  November,  and  protected  our 

*  trade  to  advantage,  until  sne  was  driven  into  port  by  a  vessel 

*  from  New  York,  of  superior  force.     I  have  reason  to  believe 

*  that  there  will  be  a  cooperation  in  Pennsylvania,  next  spring, 

*  with  a  similar  measure.     If  it  is  not  disagreeable  to  you,  I  will 

*  endeavour  to  procure  the  concurrence  of  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
'sey. 

**The  recruiting  service  has  been  be^n,  and  promises  the 

*  happiest  success.     The  gentleman  appointed  to  superintend  it 

*  will  soon  report  his  proceedings. 

**On  the  20th  of  November,  I  wrote  to  all  the  Receivers  of 
'  Supplies,  desiring  them  to  make  returns  of  the  supplies  deliv- 
*ered,  mentioning  the  articles,  quantities,  condition,  and  dis- 

*  tances  from  landings.  I  have  had  no  answer  but  from  the 
'  Receiver  for  New  Castle  County. 
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*  *  As  we  shall  be  charged  with  an  interest  on  the  deficiencies  of 
**  those  supplies,  the  collection  of  them  should  be  enforced,  or 
'  *  else,  they  should  be  changed  into  taxes,  in  specie,  and  I  should 
**be  glad  if  the  Legislature  would  consider  whether  this  is  not 
"the  most  eligible  mode.  There  are  other  deficiencies  of  taxes 
* '  that  require  a  like  adjustment, 

*'  I  ha%'e  the  pleasure  of  informing  you,  that  our  quota  of  the 
' '  Continental  Bills,  except  a  very  inconsiderable  balance,  is  trans* 
' '  mitted  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 

' '  The  supplies  that  you  so  prudently  ordered  to  be  provided 
'*at  the  post  of  Christiana  Bridge,  for  the  army  on  its  return 
"  from  York,  have  been  furnished  at  a  less  expense  than  was  ex- 
*'pected,  as  appears  by  the  account  of  the  Commissioners,  It 
*'  IS  with  particular  satisfaction  I  can  say  that  the  service  has  been 
'  *  performed  in  a  manner  very  acceptable  to  the  troops,  and  repu- 
•*  table  to  the  State. 

*  *  Gentlemen — As  delegates  in  Congress  are  now  to  be  appoint- 

**ed»  and   a  representation  cannot  consist  of  less  than  two,  an 

*  *  addition  to  the  usual  number  appears  to  be  necessary.  Many 
"questions  of  the  first  magnitude  will  very  shortly  be  agitated  in 
*'  that  assembly.  The  interest  and  dignity  of  the  State  are  con- 
•'  cemed  in  its  regular  representation.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that 
**this  is  a  very  proper  time  to  give  instruction,  to  those  who 
**may  be  appointed,  to  use  the  strictest  diligence  in  procuring 
**the  claims  of  boundaries  to   be  immediatly  settled    upon  just 

*  *  principles, 

'*  I  esteemed  it  my  doty  to  obtain  all  the  information  I  could 
"on  this  momentous  business,  and  the  Secretary  w^ill  deliver 
**some  important  documents  and  papers  on  that  head,  as  also  on 
'*  the  right  to  the  islands  in  the  Delaware. 

"The  Militia  laws  should  be  explained,  amended,  and  reduced 
**into  one  act  The  public  welfare  requires  that  this  mode  of 
"  defence  should  be  put  upon  a  more  respectable  footing. 

'*  I  beg  leave,  also,  to  recommend  the  passing  of  laws  for  more 
' '  efTectually  preventing  insults  to  the  State,  oy  taking  vessels 
**out  of  its  harbors;  for  establishing  a  Court  of  Admiralty  and 

*  *  defining  its  jurisdiction  ;  for  establishing  a  Naval  Oflfice  ;  for 
"  regulating  trade  and  navigation  ;  for  establishing  one  Judge  of 
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**  the  Supreme  Court  and  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  when  he  alone 

*  *  attends  to  do  any  judicial  act  except  the  trying  of  causes,  and 

*  *  for  the  award  of  tales  de  circumstantibus  in  such  manner  that 
**  the  administration  of  justice  may  not  be  delayed ;  for  the  revi- 

*  *  val  of  proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  for  Sus- 

*  *  sex  County  ;  and  for  better  securing  and  escorting  prisoners  of 
'  *  war  and  deserters,  upon  which  occasions  a  contract  for  the 
"rations  that  may  be  necessary  appears  to  be  the  cheapest 
**  method  of  providing  them. 

**JOHN  DICKINSON.'' 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  January  26th,  1782. 
The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  entitled  **A  supplement  to  the 
act  entided  *An  act  for  regulating  and  establishing  fees,'  "  and 
the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly, 
were  read  the  second  time,  and  an  amendment  was  proposed  by 
the  Coimcil  to  the  said  amendment  offered  by  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. 

Orderedy  That  the  foregoing  amendment  be  transcribed  and 
sent,  for  concurrence,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  the  said 
bill  and  amendment  proposed  by  that  House,  by  Mr.  McDon- 
ough ; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  January  28th,  1782. 
The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  January  29th,  1782. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Con- 
well  and  Mr.  John  Polk. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  *'A  supplement  to  the  act  enti- 
tled **An  act  for  regulating  and  establisning  fees,*  **  with  their 
amendment,  and  also  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Council  to 
the  said  bill  rejected  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  Council  took  the  foregoing  amendments  into  considera- 
tion, and  agreed  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  House  of 
Assembly,  and  receded  from  their  own  amendment  proposed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill,  being  engrossed,  was 
read,  compared,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  As^m- 
bly,  by  Mr.  Hyatt,  for  comparison,  and  to  be  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  that  House,  together  with  the  original  bill  and  the 
several  papers  of  amendments  proposed  thereto. 

Ordered  also,  That  Mr.  Hyatt  deliver  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly the  President's  message  and  its  inclosures. 
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Mr.  Hyatt,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  January  30th,  1782. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Charles  Polk,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entided  *'An  act  for  the  protection 
of  the  trade  of  this  State  on  the  River  and  Bay  of  Delaware." 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  an  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  nth  December,  1781,  recommending  to  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  several  States  to  cause  to  be  taken  the  numbei'  of 
white  inhabitants  thereof,  together  with  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  to  ascertain  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  within 
this  State. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  act  of  Coneress,  and  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  ascertain  Uie  number  of 
white  inhabitants  within  this  State,  founded  thereon,  were  sever- 
ally read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  January  31st,  1782. 

The  CouncU  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  this  State  on  the 
River  and  Bay  of  Delaware,  was  read  the  second  time  and  post- 
poned for  consideration  till  the  afternoon. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

.  The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  ascertain  the  num- 
ber of  white  inhabitants  within  this  State,  was  read  the  second 
time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Wednesday,  January  30,  1782. 
**On  motion, 

^'Resolved,  That  the  several  Collectors  of  the  public  Taxes  in 
"each  Hundred  of  the  respective  Counties  within  this  State  do, 
"  by  the  best  ways  and  means  in  their  power,  inform  themselves 
"of  the  number  of  all  white  persons  within  their  respective  hun- 
* '  dreds,  and  return  an  exact  list  thereof,  on  oath  or  affirmation 

*  *  and  under  their  hands,  to  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next 

*  *  meeting,  distinguishing  therein  the  number  of  each  sex,  male 
' '  and  female,  of  the  age  of  eighteen  years  and  upwards,  and  the 
'  *  number  of  each  sex  under  that  age. 

"That  the  General  Assembly  will  make  provision  for  the  pay- 
* '  ment  of  the  Collectors  for  the  service  aforesaid. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly,  *  * 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 
this  State  on  the  River  and  Bay  of  Delaware,  was  read  a  third 
time,  by  paragraphs,  and  will  pass. 

Orderedy  That  Mr.  William  Polk  return  the  same  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  toeether  with  the  resolutions  of  that  House  to  as- 
certain the  number  of  white  persons  within  this  State,  concurred 
in  by  the  Council,  and  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  nth  December 
1 78 1,  accompanying  the  same. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  February  i,  1782. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the  President  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, of  the  28th  ultimo. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  certain  resolu- 
tions of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  accelerating  the  recruiting 
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service,  together  with  certain  papers  and  a  letter  from  Captain 
James  Moore  relative  to  that  service. 

Mr.  Bassett,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  to  remedy  the  defects  that  have  arisen  in 
the  execution  of  an  act  of  Assembly  entitled  "An  act  for  em- 
bodying a  number  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  for  the  purpose  of 
reinforcing  the  Army  of  the  United  States/'  together  with  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  act  for 
embodying  a  number  of  the  Militia,  &c 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  President's  message  v,*bs  read  the  first  time,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz : 

*  *  Gentlemen  of  (he  Genera!  Assembly  : 

*'My  duty  obliges  me  to  represent  to  you,  that  part  of  the 
"  ordinance  of  Congress,  dated  the  fourth  day  of  December  last, 
**  concerning  captures,  is  likely  to  prove  particularly  and  extreme* 
' "  ly  detrimental  to  this  State.  Upon  recaptures  not  made  until 
"the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours  after  the  capture,  there  is 
' '  to  be  no  restitution  of  any  part.  This  regulation  was  adopted 
"by  Congress,  I  believe,  for  the  purpose  of  conforming  therein 
"to  the  practice  of  other  nations.  So  far  it  may  be  proper. 
**  But  I  apprehend  there  ought  to  be  a  distinction  made  between 
"captures  in  common  cases,  and  captures  of  vessels  employed 

*  *  in  the  coast  trade,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  carrying  the  produce 
"of  the  country  to  market  withm  tne  country,  ana  always  navi- 
"  gating  betTA'een  lands  on  each  side,  without  ever  passing  into 
"the  open  sea.     The  capture  of  such  vessels  is  almost  always 

*  *  made  within  cannon  shot  of  the  shore,  frequendy  within  the 
**body  of  a  county.  They  generally  continue  in  or  near  the 
"the  places  where  they  are  taken  for  upwards  of  ttt^enty-foiir 

*  *  hours,  and,  in  every  instance  that  has  come  to  my  knowledge, 
"the  recapture  has  been  made  by  citizens  of  some  of  the  United 
"States.  I  therefore  think,  that  with  strict  propriety,  such  re- 
"  captures  should  be  put  upon  the  same  fooDng  with  recaptures 
"of  property  originally  captured  on  land,  which  is  to  be  restored 
"to  the  former  owner  upon  payment  of  a  reasonable  salvage, 
"not  exceeding  one-fourth  of  the  value  ;  no  regard  being  had  to 
"  the  time  of  possession  by  the  enemy. 
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**If  the  present  regulation  continues  in  force,  the  damage  to 
this  State  must  be  exceedingly  great,  if  not  irretrievable,  during 
the  war.  We  have  but  very  few  shallops  left,  and  the  difficulty 
of  procurinfj  more  is  well  known.  If  the  property  of  those 
that  remain  is  to  be  divested  in  the  manner  above  mentioned, 
it  is  highly  probable  that  in  a  short  time  we  shall  not  have  a 
shallop  belonging  to  any  citizen  of  this  State.  Of  consequence, 
we  shall  not  be  able  to  send  our  produce  to  market. 

**  If  this  matter  appears  in  the  same  light  to  you  that  it  does  to 
me,  I  hope  it  will  be  judged  advisable  to  instruct  the  Delegates 
of  this  otate  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  obtain  imme- 
diately an  alteration  of  the  ordinance  in  this  particular. 

**  The  law  for  prohibiting  persons  from  trading  with  the  enemy, 
requires  many  amendments.  I  am  informed  that  sometimes 
vessels  are  loaded,  and  lie  in  harbor,  or  sail  under  such  suspi- 
cious circumstances,  as  denote  an  intention  of  felling  into  tne 
hands  of  the  enemy  by  collusion.  I  sincerely  wish  the  wisdom 
of  the  Legislature  may  devise  the  most  effectual  means  for  pre- 
venting or  punishing  such  conduct,  as  also  the  practice  of  go- 
injg  to  boats  or  vessels  in  the  bay  or  river,  and  corresponding 
with  the  enemy,  without  legal  authority. 

*  *  The  Secretary  will  lay  before  you  several  letters,  dated  De- 
cember the  24tn  and  January  the  3d  and  loth,  and  a  report  of 
Captain  Moore's  proceedings  in  the  recruiting  service,  with 
some  observations  on  that  subject. 

'  *  It  does  not  appear  that  power  has  been  expressly  given  to 
me  to  appoint  a  person  in  Mr.  Montgomery's  place  on  his 
resignation.  I  understand  that  great  delay,  in  settling  the 
accounts,  has  been  occasioned  by  the  distance  at  which  the 
Commissioners  reside  from  one  another.  I  therefore  beg  leave 
to  submit  to  your  consideration,  whether  it  may  not  be  best,  in 
filling  up  the  vacancy,  to  appoint  some  person  living  nigh  to 
Mr.  McComb,  as  there  will  then  be  two  Commissioners  near 
the  centre  of  the  State. 

*'  The  Secretary  will  also  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  the  instruc- 
tions to  the  commander  of  the  State  schooner,  and  his  letter  to 
me  of  the  14th  of  December.  A  former  letter,  therein  referred 
to,  never  came  to  my  hand.  The  diligence,  activity,  bravery, 
and  good  conduct  of  this  worthy  officer,  deserve  great  praise. 

•7OHN  DICKINSON. 
*'  Dover,  January  28,  1782." 
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Mr,  Latimer,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  act  for  more  effectually  punishing  and  dis- 
couraging offences  committed  in  taking  vessels  out  of  the  harbors 
of  this  State,  together  with  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed 
thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly  ;  which  were  read,  considered 
and  agreed  to. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  lo  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  February  2d,  1782. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  punishing  and  discouraging  offences  committed  in 

taking  vessels  out  of  the  harbor  of  tliis  State,  being  engrossed, 
was  read  and  compared,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  me  House  of 
Assembly  for  comparison,  and  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of 
that  House. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  accelerating  the 
recruiting  service,  were  read  the  second  time,  and  an  amendment 
was  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  remedy  defects  that  have  arisen  in 
the  execution  of  an  act  of  Assembly  entided  'An  act  for  embody- 
ing a  number  of  Militia  of  this  State  for  the  purpose  of  reinforc- 
ing the  Army  of  the  United  States/  **  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  an  amendment  was  proposed  and  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to 
be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  and  transcribed  amendment;  the 
resolutions  for  accelerating  the  recruiting  service,  with  its  trans^ 
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cribed  amendment;  the  President's  message  and  Capt.  Moore's 
letter  and  papers  relative  to  the  recruiting  service,  be  sent  to 
the  House  01  Assembly  by  Mr.  McDonough  ;  who  is  also  ap- 
pointed to  deliver  the  bill  for  more  effectually  punishing  and  dis- 
couraging offences  committed  in  taking  vessels  out  of  the  harbors 
of  this  State,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Collings,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  *  'An  act  to  increase  the  powers 
of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  for  other  purposes  ;** 
which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  McDonough  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  com- 
mitted to  him. 

Mr.  Charles  Polk,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  verbal  message  fi*om  the 
House  of  Assembly  to  the  Council,  viz  : 

* '  Gentlemen : 

**The  House  of  Assembly  propose  to  your  honorable  body 
'*that  both  Houses  meet  in  the  Council  Chamber,  at  3  o'clock 
*'  this  afternoon,  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for 
* '  as  Delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the 
**  United  States  for  the  present  year. 

'•Dover,  Feb.  2,  1782." 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  verbal  message  fi*om 
the  House  of  Assembly  delivered  in  the  forenoon,  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  following  answer  to  the  same  be  sent  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  viz  : 
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Gentlemen : 

The  Council  assent  to  your  proposal  contained  in  your  verbal 
message,  and  will  be  ready  to  receive  your  honorable  House  at 
three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Dover,  Feb.  2d,  1782, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Grantham  deliver  the  same  to  the  House 
of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Grantham  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

The  House  of  Assembly  met  the  Council^  in  the  Council  Cham* 
ber,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  to  put  into  nomination  per- 
sons to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  for  the  present  year,  when  several 
persons  were  norainatedj  whose  names  were  taken  down  for  the 
consideration  of  the  members. 

On  motion, 

Resoived,  That  four  persons  be  elected  to  represent  this  State 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  tiie  present  year. 

Then  the  General  Assembly  proceeded  to  the  ballot,  and  upon 
e.xamining  the  box  containing  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  Phile- 
mon Dickinson,  Thomas  McKean,  Caesar  Rodney,  and  Samuel 
Wharton,  Esquires,  w^ere  declared  duly  elected  Delegates  from 
this  State  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales  for  the  present 
year. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Assembly  now  separate. 

Then  the  House  of  Assembly  withdrew. 

On  motion  J  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  increase  the  powers  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  for  other  purposes/*  was  read  a  second 

time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  William  Polk,  for  leave  of  absence  until 
12  o'clock  on  Monday  next,  the  same  was  granted  to  him. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  10  o*  clock. 
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Monday,  A.  M.,  February  4,  1782. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members  as  on  Saturday, 
except  Mr.  John  Polk. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  establishing  a  Militia  within  this 
State,  with  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto;  which  were 
read,  considered  and  agreed  to,  except  as  to  their  sixth,  twelfth 
and  thirteenth  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  deliver  the  said  bill  and  paper  of 
amendments  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  increase  the  powers  of  the  Jus- 
tices of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read 
a  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  some  amendments  were  pro- 
posed, agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  there- 
with to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration  and  con- 
currence, by  Mr.  Cook. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

•  Mr.  Baning  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
committed  to  him,  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Barratt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Alexander  Hamilton, 
Esquire,  (Aid-de-Camp;  dated  at  Headquarters,  Middle  Brook, 
April  20th,  1779,  and  addressed  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Delaware  Regiment,  inclosing  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  i6th 
December,  1778,  for  annexing  Capt.  McLane's  company  to  the 
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Delaware  Regiment ;  and  also  a  resolution  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  istjune,  1779,  annexing  Capt.  Mcl-^ne*s  company 
to  the  Delaware  Regiment,  together  with  certain  resolutions  of 
the  General  Assembly,  dated  October  31,  1780,  empowering  the 
State  Treasurer  to  purchase  a  sum  of  money,  in  specie,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  who  were  made 
:>risoners  on  Long  Island,  Sec. ;  and  also  a  certihcate,  under  the 
liand  and  seal  of  General  Washington,  dated  the  31st  December, 
1 78 1,  together  with  a  memorial  of  Allen  McLane»  dated  January 
30,  1782,  founded  thereon. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  an  act  of  Con- 
gress of  June  13,  1781,  respecting  the  officers  of  the  Hospital 
and  Medical  Department,  together  with  a  bill  entitled  **An  act 
for  ascertaining  the  depreciation  of  the  pay  accounts  of  divers 
persons  in  the  several  departments  of  the  army  who  are  credited 
to  this  State  as  part  of  the  quota  of  the  land  forces  thereof,  and 
for  other  purposes.  *  * 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  bill,  and  the  several  fore* 
going  papers  accompanying  tlie  same  and  delivered  therewith, 
were  read  the  first  time. 

Mr,  Cook  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers 
committed  to  him,  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Read,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  for  accelerating  the  recruiting  service. 
with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to 
by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  estab- 
lishing a  Militia  within  this  State,  with  the  first  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  a  paper  of  additional 
amendments  proposed  to  the  said  amendments. 

The  Council  took  the  said  amendments  into  consideration,  re* 
ceded  from  such  of  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
as  they  had  before  disagreed  to,  and  agreed  to  the  additional 
amendments  proposed  by  that  House. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

Mr.    Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
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ered  to  the  Chair  certain  instructions  to  the  Delegates  of  this 
State  in  Congress. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  instructions  were  read  th'e 
first  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  February  5,  1782. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  for  accelerating  the  recruiting  service,  were 
read,  as  amended,  concurred  in,  and  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

**The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  Capt.  James  Moore's 
**  letter  respecting  the  recruiting  service,  addressed  to  the  Presi- 
'*dent  and  by  him  laid  before  the  Assembly,  report  it  as  their 
'  *  opinion  that  resolutions  of  the  following  import  be  added  to 
**  those  passed  the  13th  of  November  last  for  recruiting  the  Dela- 
* '  ware  Regiment : 

**ist.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  President  or  Com- 
**  mander-in-Chief  of  this  State  to  appoint  one  fit  person  in  each 
**  County  of  this  State  to  muster  the  men  enlisted  to  serve  as 
**  soldiers  in  the  Delaware  Regiment  under  the  regulations  pre- 
**  scribed  in  the  resolutions  of  the  said  13th  of  November  last. 

'*2d.     That  Capt.  James  Moore  be  allowed  to  retain  three 

*  *  shillings  per  diem  in  lieu  of  his  rations,  out  of  the  monies  which 
'*  may  come  into  his  hands  for  the  recruiting  service,  so  long  as 
*'  he  shall  be  employed  therein. 

**3d.     That  Captain  Moore,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Pre- 

*  *  sident,  be  authorized  to  issue  orders  for  rations  to  such  of  the 
**  wives  of  sergeants  and  old  soldiers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment 
**as  are  within  this  State,  in  want  of  such  support,  until  the 
**  General  Assembly  shall  take  further  order  therein. 
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*'  4th.     That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  State 

*  be  authorized  to  draw  orders  upon  the  State  Treasurer  for  such 
'  further  sums  of  money  as  he  shall  judge  necessary^  from  time 

*  to  time,  for  the  said  recruiting  business,  not  exceeding  the  ad- 
'  ditional  sum  of  nine  hundred  pounds. 

*'5th.  That  Col.  Tilton,  of  Kent  County,  and  Major  Polk  of 
'  Sussex  County,  be  authorized  to  pay  unto  Capt  Moore,  upon  the 
'  orders  of  the  President,  such  sums  of  specie  money,  as  are  or 
'  may  be  come  to  their  hands,  respectively,  as  recruiting  officers 
'  for  those  two  counties,  under  the  act  of  Assembly  entitled  *An 
'  act  to  recruit  the  Regiment  of  this  State  now  m  the  service 
'  of  the  United  States, '  passed  at  New  Castle,  on  the  1 2th  day 
'  of  February  last,  and  that  such  orders,  with  receipts  thereon, 
'  shall  be  allowed  to  them  in  their  accounts  with  the  General  As- 

*  sembly. 

* "  6th.  That  Capt.  Moore  be  authorised  to  pay,  out  of  the 
'  monies  which  he  shall  receive,  as  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  three 
'  pounds,  in  specie,  to  any  pei"son  or  persons  taking  up  and  de- 
'  livering  to  huu  a  deserter  belonging  to  the  Delaware  Regiment, 
'  together  with  six  pence  a  mile  for  each  mile  between  the  place 
'  in  which  he  may  be  taken  and  to  which  he  may  be  conveyed  for 
'  delivery,  as  aforesaid. 

* '  7th.  That  Capt.  Moore  apply  to  the  Clothier-General  of  the 
'  United  States  for  such  articles  of  clothing  as  are  or  may  be 
'  necessary  and  wanting,  as  well  for  the  old  soldiers  of  the  Dela- 
'  ware  Regiment,  now  in  the  State>  as  for  the  new  levies  there- 
*of. 

**8th.  That  Capt  Moore  be  accountable  to  the  General  As- 
'sembly  for  ail  such   sums  of  money   as  shall   come  into  his 

*  hands,  in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  resolutions^  and  that  he 
'  make  monthly  returns  to  the  President  of  his  proceedings  in 
'  the  business  aforesaid. 

* '  9th.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  President  to  order 
*some  of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Re^ment,  now  in  the 

*  State,  and  who  are  under  orders  to  join  their  regiment,  to  take 

*  under  their  command  and  march  off  such  of  the  old  soldiers. 

*  aforesaid,  and  the  new  levies,  as  may  not  be  necessary  to  fur* 
'  ther  the  recruiting  service,  and  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  ex- 

*  pedition  to  the  Regiment  in  the  Southern  Army,  under  Gen- 

*  eral  Greene. 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,   I  782.  715 

'*  loth.  That  in  case  of  the  death  or  other  disability  of  the 
**said  Capt  James  Moore,  to  superintend  the  recruiting  service, 
**and  to  perform  other  the  duties  prescribed  to  him,  as  well  by 

*  *  the  several  foregoing  resolutions  as  by  the  said  resolves  of  the 
**  13th  of  November  last,  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief 
**  of  this  State  appoint  some  other  fit  person  to  the  same  service ; 
**and  that  every  person  or  persons,  so  appointed,  shall  have  and 
**  exercise  all  the  powers  and  duties  in  the  said  resolutions  res- 
**pectively  prescribed  and  given  to  the  said  Capt.  James  Moore. 

'*  Sent  for  concurrence. 

''SIMON  KOLLOCK,  Speakerr 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  instructions  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress 
were  read  the  second  time,  considered  and  concurred  in,  and 
follow  in  these  words,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Monday,  February  4th,  1782. 

**  Instructions  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Delaware 
**  State  to  the  Honorable  Thomas  McKean,  Philemon  Dickin- 
**son,  Caesar  Rodney,  and  Samuel  Wharton,  Esquires,  Dele- 
'*  gates  from  the  said  State  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
*'of  America: 

GcntldHcn : 

*  *  The  affairs  that  will  engage  your  attention  as  Delegates  of 

*  *  this  State  in  Congress  are  so  various  and  complicated  that  it  is 

*  *  impossible  at  this  time  to  point  out  with  precision  the  conduct 

*  *  you  ought  to  observe  in  conducting  them. 

*  *  We  expect  that  you  will  form  such  agreements  among  your- 
**  selves,  respecting  your  attendance,  that  this  State  will  always 
**be  regularly  represented  in  Congress,  and  we  desire  that  you 
**may,  with  the  greatest  diligence,  strenuously  promote  all  such 
**  measures  as,  upon  mature  deliberation,  you  shall  judge  most 
**  efficacious  for  maintaining  and  securing  the  freedom,  indepen- 

*  *  dence  and  happiness  of  the  United  States  in  general,  and  of 
**  this  State  in  particular. 

*  *  You  will  perceive  by  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
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'*cil,  and  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  dated  the  23d  and  28th  of 
"January,  1779,  of  which  a  copy  is  herewith  transmitted  to  you, 
**the  objections  made  by  this  State  to  some  articles  of  the  Con* 
•*  federation.  They  appear  to  us  to  be  well  founded,  and  we 
**  wish  you  would  act  conformably  to  them,  and  endeavor  to  pro- 
**cure  an  amendment  of  the  Confederation  in  those  particulars  ; 
*'but  we  especially  require  that  you  will  employ  your  most  in- 
*'dustrious  exertions  for  obtaining,  without  any  delay  whatever, 
*'a  final  settlement  of  the  boundaries  of  those  States  whose 
'*  claims  are  immoderate,  and  of  the  rights  of  the  United  States 
'  *  on  the  principles  of  the  resolutions,  an  adherence  to  w^hich  is 
**so  plainly  consistent  with  justice  and  so  indispensably  essential 
'*to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  Union.  This  business  we  judge 
'*  to  be  of  the  first  magnitude,  as  deeply  interesting  to  us  and  our 

*  *  posterity,  and  for  very  strong  reasons  we  are  clearly  of  opinion 
**  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  bringing  it  to  a  conclusion. 

* '  It  is  probable  that  the  property  of  the  islands  in  the  Dela* 

*  *  ware  may  be  considered  as  connected  with  this  subject.     We 

*  *  desire  that  vou  will  attend  also  to  this  point,  and  that  you  wiU 

*  *  take  care  tnat  due  regard  be  had  therein  to  the  rights  of  tliis 
**  State. 

*'  Part  of  the  ordinance  of  Congress^  dated  the  4th  day  of  De- 
* '  cember  last,  concerning  captures,  is  likely  to  prove  extremely 
**and  particularly  detrimental  to  this  State,  without  any  necessity 
**  urging  our  being  subjected  to  such  hardships.  Upon  recap- 
**tures,  not  made  until  the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours  after 
**the  capture,  there  is  to  be  no  restitution  of  any  part.  This 
*' regulation  was  adopted  by  Congress,  we  understand,  for  the 
'*  purpose  of  conforming  to  the  practice  of  other  nations.  So 
**iar  It  may  be  proper;  but  we  apprehend  there  ought  to  be 
**a  distinction   made   between  captures   in   common   cases  and 

*  *  captures  of  vessels  employed  in  the  inland  trade  for  the  sole 
*' purpose  of  carrying  the  produce  of  the  country  to  markets 
**  within  the  country  and  always  navigating  between  and  in  sight 
**of  lands  on  each  side  without  ever  passing  into  the  open  sea. 
**The  capture  of  such  vessels  is  almost  always  made  within  can- 
**non  shot  of  the  shore  m/ra  prmsidia  of  the  State,  frequently 
*' within  the  body  of  a  county:  they  generally  continue  in  or 
^*near  the  places  where  they  are  taken  for  up^^^ards  of  twenty- 
"four  hours  after,  and  in  every  instance  that  has  come  to 
'*to  our  knowledge  the  recapture  has  been  made  by  citizens  of 
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'  some  of  the  United  States.     We  therefore  think,  that  with  the 

*  strictest  propriety  such  recaptures  should  be  put  upon  the  same 

*  footing  with  recaptures  of  property  originally  captured  upon 
*land,  which,  by  the  same  ordinance,  is  to  be  returned  to  the 

*  former  owner  upon  payment  of  a  reasonable  salvage,  not  ex- 

*  ceeding  one-fourth  part  of  the  value,  no  regard  bemg  had  to 

*  the  time  of  possession  by  the  enemy.     If  the  present  regulation 

*  continues  in  force,  the  ciamage  to  this  State  must  be  exceeding- 

*  ly  great,  if  not  irretrievable,  during  the  war.  We  have  but  very 

*  few  shallops  left,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  more  is  too  well 

*  known.     If  the  property  of  those  that  remain  is  to  be  divested 

*  in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  it  is  highly  probable  that  in  a 

*  short  time  there  will  not  be  a  vessel  belongmg  to  an  inhabitant 

*  of  this  State.    Of  consequence,  we  shall  not  b^  able  to  send  our 

*  produce  to  market,  and  it  then  becomes  utterly  impossible  for 

*  us  to  furnish  our  quota  of  supplies,  which,  indeed,  is  nearly 

*  the  case  already,  from  the  almost  continual  interruption  of  our 

*  commerce  by  armed  vessels  from  New  York.     For  these  rea- 

*  sons  we  earnestly  desire  that  you  will  use  all  the  means  in  your 

*  power  to  obtain  immediately  an  alteration  of  the  ordinance  in 

*  this  particular. 

*  *  Lastly,  we  expect  and  desire,  that  if  any  particular  doubts  or 

*  *  difficulties  present  themselves  to  your  minds  on  questions  of 
**  great  moment,  agitated,  or  likely  to  be  soon  agitated,  in  Con- 
* '  gress,  you  will  communicate  them  fully  to  the  President  of  this 

*  *  State,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of 

*  *  convening  the  Legislature  and  taking  their  sense  thereon  for 

*  *  your  further  direction. 

*  *  Signed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

''SIMON  KOLLOCK.  Speaker, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  * ' 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  ascertaining  the  depreciation  of  the  pay  accounts 
of  divers  persons  in  the  several  departments  of  the  army  who 
are  credited  to  this  State  as  part  of  the  quota  of  the  land  forces 
thereof,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
an  amendment  is  proposed,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  trans- 
cribed. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cook  deliver  the  said  bill  and  transcribed 
amendment  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  together  with  the  resolu- 
tions for  accelerating  the  recruiting  service,  and  the  instructions 
to  tlie  Delegates  in  Congress,  respectively  concurred  in  b\'  tlie 
Council. 

Mr.  Cook  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met 


Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  Jacob  Vandegrift,  in  the  County  of 
New  Castle,  with  a  list  of  sundry  forfeitures  in  the  Court  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer  of  Sussex  County,  and  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  founded  thereon,  directing  the  Treasurers  to  demand 
the  payment  of  fines  and  forfeitures. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  papers  were  severally  read 
the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read  the  second 
time  and  concurred  in,  and  is  in  these  words,  viz : 

'*  In  the  House  of  Assembly. 

*' Monday.  Feb.  4,  1782, 

*' Whereas  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  entitled  *An 
*  *  act  for  ascertaining  the  salaries  and  allowances  to  the  officers 
'  *  and  persons  herein  mentioned  employed  in  the  Government  of 
'*this  Stale,  and  for  providing  a  fijnd  for  the  payment  thereof/ 
**  passed  the  22d  February,  1777,  it  is  enacted  that  all  fines  and 
**  forfeitures  accruing  within  this  State  shall  belong  to  and  be  for 
**  the  use  of  the  same,  and  shall  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
**  County  where  the  fine  shall  be  imposed  or  forfeiture  happen; 
* '  therefore 

*' Resolved^  That  the  Treasurers  of  the  several  Counties  of  this 
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*  *  State  are  hereby  directed  to  demand  of  the  Sheriffs  respectively 

*  *  the  payment  of  the  fines  and  forfeitures  which  have  or  may 

*  *  come  into  their  hands,  and  on  neglect  or  refusal  of  payment  to 
**  recover  the  same  as  the  above-recited  act  directs,  except  in  the 
**  cases  of  Jacob  Vandegrift,  in  the  County  of  New  Castie,  and 
**his  sureties,  and  Nathaniel  Hynes  and  William  Messick,  in  the 

*  *  County  of  Sussex,  and  their  sureties ;  and  that  they  return  a 

*  *  list  of  the  monies  they  may  so  receive  to  the  General  Assembly 
'  *  at  every  meeting  thereof. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CV  k  of  Assembly, '  * 

Orderedy  That  Mr.  McDonou^h  return  the  aforesaid  resolu- 
tion, and  tfie  petition  on  which  it  is  founded,  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  the  delivery  whereof  Mr.  McDonough  reported,  ac- 
cording to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  establishing  a  Militia  within  this  State,  being  en- 
grossed, was  read  and  compared,  and  ordered  to  be  delivered, 
by  Mr.  Hyatt,  to  the  House  of  Assembly^  for  comparison  and  to 
be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  that  House. 

Mr.  Hyatt  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  was 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter,  dated  Dec.  27,  1781, 
from  John  Evans,  Esg.,  respecting  his  certificate  for  money  lent 
the  Convention  of  this  State,  in  September,  1776  ;  a  letter  from 

iames  Adams,  representing  his  distress  by  reason  of  his  not 
►eing  paid  his  account  for  work  done  as  printer  for  this  State, 
together  with  a  petition  of  Richard  Janvier  respecting  the  non- 
payment of  his  account  for  the  expenses  of  part  of  the  members 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  in  January,  1781,  and  a  report  of  the 
Joint  Committee  of  Accounts  on  the  said  letters  and  petition. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from 
Thomas  Salter  respecting  the  schooner  purchased  for  this  State 
by  Capt.  Neil,  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for 
the  sale  of  the  State  Schooner  Vigilant. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  papers  were  severally  read 
the  first  time. 
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On  motion  J  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  sale  of  the  State  Schooner  Vigilant,  was 
read  the  second  time,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

''Monday,  Feb.  4,  1782. 

**  Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  have  made 
• '  provision  for  procuring  a  vessel  more  suitable  for  the  purpose 

*  *  of  protecting  the  trade  on  the  Bay  and  River  of  Delaware  than 
* '  the  one  now  belonging  to  the  State  ;  therefore 

*'Resoived,  That  Charles  Pope.  Esq.,  be  and  he  is  hereby  em- 

*  *  powered  and  directed,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
*'and  Commander-in-Chief,  to  make  sale  of  the  State  Schooner 
'*  Vigilant,  her  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  at  public  sale,  or 
**  otherwise,  for  the  best  price  he  can  obtain  for  her,  and  the 
' '  money  arising  by  such  sale  to  apply  in  discharge  of  a  specialty 
"from  Col.  Henry  Neil  to  a  certain  Thomas  Salter,  of  the  City 
**of  Philadelphia,  given  for  the  price  of  said  Schooner  Vigilant, 
*'and  the  balance  remaining  in  his  hands,  if  any,  to  account  for 
*'  witli  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  sitting  thereafter, 

* '  That  the  General  Assembly  will  make  such  allowance  to  the 
**said  Col  Pope  for  transacting  this  business,  on  settlement  of 
**  his  accounts,  as  to  them  shall  appear  reasonable  and  just 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes, 

**JAS.   BOOTH,  Crkqf  Assembly:* 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Accounts  was  read,  con- 
sidered, and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report,  and  letters  therein  referred  to, 

and  the  foregoing  resolution,  with  the  concurrence  of  Council 
thereto,  be  returned,  by  Mr.  Cook,  to  tlie  House  of  Assembly  ; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

Mr,  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  act  to  remedy  defects,  &c. ;  the  supplement  for 
regulating  and  establishing  fees  ;  the  bill  to  increase  the  powers 
of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court;  the  bill  for  the  protection 
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of  the  trade,  &c. ;  the  bill  for  punishing  offences  committed  in 
taking  vessels,  &c. ;  the  bill  for  ascertaining  the  depreciation  of 
the  pay  accounts,  &c. ;  and  the  act  for  establishing  a  Militia,  &c., 
together  with  the  several  bills  and  amendments,  and  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  thereto, 
&c. 

The  foregoing  bills,  severally  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  were  read  and  compared,  and  ordered  to  be 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council ;  which  was  accordingly 
done. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  foregoing  laws 
was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Monday,  Feb.  4,  1782. 
**  On  motion,      ^ 

^'Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
''the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws,  to  wit : 

1.  "An  act  to  remedy  defects  that  have  arisen  in  the  exe- 
cution of  an  act  of  Assembly  entitled  *An  act  for  embodying  a 
number  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  for  the  purpose  of  reinforcmg 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  ;'  '* 

2.  *'A  supplement  to  the  act  entitied  *An  act  for  regulating 
and  establishmg  fees  ;*  *  * 

3.  **An  act  to  increase  the  powers  of  the  Justices  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  for  other  purposes  ;*  * 

4.  **An  act  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  this  State  on  the 
Bay  and  River  of  Delaware  ;'* 

5.  **An  act  for  ascertaining  the  depreciation  of  the  pay  ac- 
counts of  divers  persons  in  the  several  departments  who  are 
credited  to  this  State  as  part  of  the  quota  of  the  land  forces 
thereof,  and  for  other  purposes  ;*' 

6.  **An  act  for  more  effectually  punishing  and  discouraginjg^ 
offences  committed  in  taking  vessels  out  of  the  harbors  of  this 
Stater 
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7.    **An  act  for  establishing  a  Militia  within  this  State/' 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly,  * ' 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  bills  and  resolutions,  respectively 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  be  returned  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  by  Mr.  McDonough  ; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  8  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  February  6th,  1782. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  Council  now  proceeded  to  the  settlement  of  the  per  diem 
wages  and  mileage  of  the  members  and  Clerk,  and  thereupon 
allowed  the  foUowmg  accounts,  viz  : 

To  the  Honorable  Thomas  Collins,  Esq., ;C   29  46 

To  Peter  Hyatt,  Esq., 20  lo  o 

To  Isaac  Grantham,  Esq., 22  7  6 

To  Thomas  McDonough,  Esq., 23  16  o 

To  John  Cook,  Esq., 22  20 

To  John  Baning,  Esq., 21  00 

To  William  Polk,  Esq., 13  7  o 

To  John  Polk,  Esq., 8  14  6 

To  Benjamin  Vining,  Clerk, 31  12  6 

£,  192  14  o 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  draw  orders  on  the 
State  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the  above  mentioned  sums. 

Whereupon  the  said  orders  were  accordingly  drawn  and  signed 
by  the  Speaker. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  to  the  27th  day  of  May  next,  to 
meet  at  the  Town  of  Dover. 


MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL, 


MAY,  1782. 


VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,   MAY,  1782. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  by  adjournment,  on  Monday,  the  27th  day  of 
May,  A.  D.  1782,  a  sufficient  number  of  the  members  to  form 
an  House  not  attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day 
until  Tuesday,  the  nth  day  of  June,  1782. 


Tuesday,  June  nth,  1782. 
The  following  members  attended,  viz  : 

For  New  Castle  Caunfy — Peter  Hyatt,  Thomas  McDonough, 
Isaac  Grantham. 

For  Kent  Caunfy — ^The  Hon.  Thomas  Collins,  John  Baning, 
Tohn  Cook. 

For  Sussex  Caunfy — ^William  Polk. 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  June  12th,  1782. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
On  motion,  by  order,  the  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  June  13th,  1782. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  June  14,  1782. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message,  addressed 
to  the  General  Assembly,  from  his  Excellency,  the  President, 
accompanied  with  the  following  verbal  message  from  the  House 
of  Assembly  to  the  Council  relative  thereto,  viz  : 
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**  Verbal  Message  from  the  Assembly  to  the  Council. 
''Gentlemen: 

**The  House  of  Assembly  propose  to  your  honorable  body 
'*that  a  conference  of  both  Houses  be  held,  in  the  Council 
**  Chamber,  half  an  hour  hence,  in  order  to  receive  the  impor- 
**tant  intelligence  which  his  Excellency,  the  President,  in  his 
**  message,  now  transmitted  to  you,  desires  to  communicate  per- 
* '  sonally. 

•*  Friday,  A.  M.^' 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  President's  Message  was  read,  and  is  in  the  following 
words,  viz : 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  Genercd  Assembly  : 

*'I  have  lately  received  from  a  committee  of  Congress  some 
'*  important  intelligence  of  such  a  nature  that  I  do  not  think  my- 

*  *  self  at  liberty  to  communicate  it  except  it  be  personally. 

*  *  I  therefore  desire  the  honor  of  a  conference  with  you  while 

*  *  sitting,  or  after  the  houses  are  risen,  as  may  be  most  agreeable 
**toyou. 

**June  13,  1782.  JOHN  DICKINSON.*' 

The  verbal  message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  being  con- 
sidered, the  following  answer  thereto  was  drawn  up  and  agreed 
to,  viz : 

Gentlemen: 

The  Council  assent  to  the  proposal  contained  in  vour  verbal 
message,  and  will  be  ready  to  receive  your  honorable  House  at 
the  time  appointed. 

Friday,  A.  M. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  same,  and  also  return  the  President's  Message. 

Mr.  Baning,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

The  House  of  Assembly,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,. 
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met  the  Council,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  for  the  purpose  ex- 
pressed in  theur  verbal  message. 

Ordered,  That  Mn  Read,  Mr.  Vandyke,  and  Mr.  McDonough 
be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  ac- 
quaint him  that  the  two  Houses  are  now  met,  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  and  are  ready  to  confer  with  him  on  the  subject  mat- 
ter of  his  message. 

The  committee,  being  returned,  reported  that  they  had  watted 
on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  delivered  the  message 
committed  to  them,  according  to  order,  when  his  Excellency 
was  pleased,  in  answer,  to  say  that  he  would  wait  on  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  immediately. 

The  President  attended  in  the  Council  Chamber,  had  a  confer- 
ence with  the  General  Assembly  and  communicated  to  thera  the 
important  intelligence  referred  to  in  his  message,  and  then  with- 
drew. 

Then  the  two  Houses  separated,  and  the  Council  adjourned  till 
to-morrow  morning  at  lo  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  June  15,  1782. 

The  Council  met*  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
except  Mr,  Polk. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  his  Ex- 
cellency, the  President,  to  the  General  Assembly,  dated  June  12, 
1782,  accompanied  with  divers  acts  of  Congress,  letters,  and  other 
papers,  therein  referred  to. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  message  and  papers  were 
severally  read,  and  the  said  message  Is  in  these  words,  viz : 

•  *  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly : 

'*  His  most  Christian  majesty  has  given  so  many  decisive 
"proofs  of  his  friendship  for  the  United  States,  and  his  subjects 
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*  have  manifested  such  a  sincere  esteem  for  us,  that  I  am  certain 
'  you  will  learn,  with  all  the  pleasure  of  a  grateful  affection,  that 
'  the  wishes  of  our  beloved  ally,  and  of  France,  have  been  grati- 

*  fied  by  the  birth  of  a  dauphin. 

**  Your  joy  on  this  occasion  must  be  enlivened  by  the  honest 

*  warmth  which  your  hearts  will  feel,  by  expressing,  in  the  pres- 
'  ent  situation  of  affairs,  an  inviolable  adherence  to  the  engage- 
'  ments  of  your  alliance  and  a  just  veneration  for  naUonal  faith, 

/*  The  late  remarkable  change  in  the  British  ministry,  uniting  a 

*  great  number  of  active,  able  and  popular  men  in  the  same  ad- 

*  ministration,  should  in  prudence  add  to  the  firmness  and  vigor 
'  of  our  councils  and  proceedings. 

**Our  enemies  ought  to  believe  that  our  sole  aim  in  this  just 
'  and  necessary  war  is  a  safe  and  honorable  peace  ;  and  that  such 
*a  peace,  in  our  unalterable  determination,  includes  indepen- 
'  dence  and  concert  with  our  ally. 

**  There  is,  however,  too  much  reason  to  be  persuaded  that 

*  the  present  ministers  mean  no  more  than  to  alter  their  plan  of 
'  conducting  the  war,  excite  jealousies,  disgusts  and  divisions  be- 

*  tween  the  powers  concerned  in  it,  and  while  they  afford  us  a 

*  temporizing  relief  from  some  of  its  distresses,  bend  their  force 
'  agamst  our  friends,  and  at  last  return  to  the  accomplishment 

*  of  the  original  object — our  destruction. 

**  In  this  manner,  it  seems,  all  the  blessings  that  might  be  de- 

*  rived  from  the  present  opportunity  are  to  be  sacrificed  to  the 

*  phantoms  of  ambition  and  revenge. 

'*  We  may,  by  this  renewed  persecution,  be  convinced  of  these 

*  important  truths — that  our  past  calamities  ought  not  to  be  im- 

*  puted  to  the  late  ministers,  but  that  every  party  in  the  kingdom 
*is  hostile,  and  the  people  in  general  filled  with  an  inveterate 

*  enmity  against  us. 

**Thus,  every  pretension  to  the  esteem  or  confidence  of  Ame- 

*  rica  being  removed,  we  shall  receive  additional  evidence,  from 
*the  extended  and  deep  fixed  resentments  of  Great  Britain, 

*  that  France  is  our  natural  ally,  and  our  mutual  welfare  so  in- 
'  timately  connected,  that  whatever  injures  one  nation  must,  in 

*  its  consequences,  necessarily  affect  the  other. 
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*  *  Gentlemen — The  Secretary  will  lay  before  you  acts  of  Con- 
**g^ress  dated  January  8th  and  25th,  February  the  26th,  and 
"May  the  27th~Ietters  from  the  Commander-in-Chief,  of  De- 
**cember  the  igth,  January  tlie  22d,  March  the  5th  and  May 
'*4th — from- the  Financier,  of  Januar>^  the  3d  and  8th,  February 
*'the  9th,  March  the  9th,  April  the  5th  and  May  9th — from  the 
'*  Secretary  of  War,  of  April  the  9th — from  the  Secretary  for 
**B*oreign  Affairs,  of  Februar}--  the  i8th  and  19th,  and  May  the 
**  14th — one  from  General  Greene,  of  February  the  ist,  and  an- 
*' other  from  General  Smallwood,  of  the  28th  of  the  same  month. 

"From  the  information  contained  in  several  of  these  letters, 
"you  will  perceive  the  indispensable  obligation  imposed  upon 
"us  of  drawing  forth,  from  the  resources  of  the  State,  early  and 
'  *  adequate  supplies,  in  compliance  with  the  requisitions  made, 
"  while  justice  and  policy,  as  well  as  the  arts  and  exertions  of  our 
"  enemies,  all  combine  to  demonstrate  that  every  measure  ought 

*  *-  immediately  to  be  adopted  that  can  be  devised  for  the  support 
'^  ^{  public  credit.  In  order  to  lay  a  firm  foundation  for  future 
"operations,  I  hope  you  will  expedite  the  adjustment  of  all  pub* 
"lie  accounts,  and  empower  and  authorize  the  United  States,  in 
"Congress  assembled,  to  make  a  final  settlement  of  the  propor- 
' '  tions  to  be  borne  by  each  respective  State  of  the  general  ex- 
"  penses  of  the  war,  from  its  commencement  to  the  beginning  of 
"  this  year. 

"  I  sincerely  share  with  you  in  the  high  pleasure  you  must  re- 

*  *  ceive  from  the  truly  honorable  testimony  given  by  that  distin- 
"guished  commander,  Generel  Greene,  to  the  uniform ^^^  ^<wf- 
'*duci,  sifiguiar  merit,  and  important  services  of  the  officers  and 
"  *  soldiers  of  our  line. 

"A  reinforcement  is  in  readiness  to  march  to  the  southward, 
"as  will  appear  from  the  report  which  I  have  desired  Capt^n 
"  Moore  to  make. 

"The  Secretary  will  communicate  to  you  several  papers  con- 
"  cerning  the  sale  of  the  vessel  lately  belonging  to  the  State,  and 
'  *  the  building  of  another,  together  with  some  correspondencies 
"  relating  to  the  protection  of  trade  in  the  River  and  Bay» 

"As  I  judged  it  would  give  vou  some  satisfaction  to  see  how 
"the  accounts  of  this  State  with  the  United  States  stand,  in  die 
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**  books  of  their  Treasury,  I  have  prepared  a  copy  of  them, 
'*  which  is  herewith  sent. 

**  Gentlemen — As  an  attention  in  rulers  to  the  manners  of 
**the  people  is  so  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  a  State,  it  is 
**  with  great  regret  I  find  myself  compelled,  oy  a  regard  for  my 
**duty,  to  represent  to  you  that  some  fiirther  provision  appears 
"necessary  tor  preventing  those  gross  irregularities  at  places  of 
**  diversion,  now  become  so  frequent,  by  which  the  morals  and 
"circumstances  of  many  individuak  are  injured,  and  the  wisest 
"and  worthiest  persons  amon^  us,  whose  minds  are  impressed 
"with  a  solemn  sense  of  the  distresses  in  which  our  country  is 
"involved,  are  deeply  afflicted. 

"As  I  presume  vou  will  not  choose  to  make  a  long  session  at 
"  this  season,  I  will  only  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  considera- 
"  tion  whether  it  may  not  be  advisable  to  appoint  a  committee  for 
*  *  the  purpose  of  collecting,  revising  and  amending  the  laws  prior 
"to  the  Revolution,  and  preparing  an  appendix  to  contain  mose 
"that  are  obsolete,  but  under  which  the  nght  to  property  has  been 
"determined,  and  to  shew  when  they  were  made,  expired  or 
"  were  repealed,  with  such  other  observations  as  may  be  judged 
"proper;  so  that  the  whole  work,  being  hereafter  subjected  to 
"the  judgment  and  correction  of  the  Legislature,  and  then  ap- 
"  proved,  might  form  a  complete  body  of  our  laws  to  that  period. 

"JOHN  DICKINSON.'' 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 


Monday,  June  17,  1782. 
le  ] 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday, 
except  Mr.  Polk. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  June  i8th,  1782. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Cook  and  Mr.  Polk. 

Mr.  Ridgely,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attendine, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  proposition  from  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  nominating  persons  to  supply  the  vacancy 
in  the  Common  rleas  and  Orphans*  Courts  for  Kent  County ; 
which,  by  order,  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Monday,  June  17,  1782. 
**On  motion, 

**  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ridgely  wait  on  the  Council  and  pro- 
**pose  to  them  that  both  Houses  meet  together,  in  the  Council 
**  Chamber,  to-morrow  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  put  in 
**  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for  to  supply  the  vacancy  in 
*  *  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County 
**of  Kent,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  John  Clark,  Esq.,  Chief 
**  Justice  of  the  said  Courts. 

''Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CV  k  of  Assembly. ' ' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Grantham  return  the  same  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto,  and 
also  the  President's  Message  of  the  12th  instant,  with  the  several 
acts  of  Congress,  letters,  and  other  papers,  accompanying  the 
same. 

Mr.  Grantham,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  accord- 
ing to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Mr.  Polk  now  attended. 

The  Council  and  House  of  Assembly,  agreeable  to  the  order 
of  the  day,  met  in  the  Council  Chamber  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  into  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for  to  supply 
the  vacancy  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Orphans*  Court  for  the  County  of  Kent,  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  John  Clark,  Esq.,  late  Chief  Justice  of  said  Courts. 

Previous  to  the  nomination  it  was  ordered  that  Mr.  Peery, 
Mr.  Waples,  and  Mr.  Grantham  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his 
Excellency,  the  President,  and  request  his  attendance  at  such 
nomination,  if  he  think  proper. 

The  committee  reported  that  they  had  waited  on  his  Excel- 
lency and  delivered  the  message  committed  to  them,  when  he 
was  pleased  to  say  that  he  would  wait  on  the  General  Assembly 
immediately. 

The  President  attended  in  the  General  Assembly.  Then  the 
members  proceeded  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  fill  the  said 
vacancy,  whose  names  were  taken  down  for  their  consideration. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  the  General  Assembly  now  ballot  for  a  person 
to  fill  the  same  out  of  the  persons  so  nominated. 

Then  the  General  Assembly  proceeded  to  the  ballot,  and  the 
box  being  examined,  it  appeared  that  there  were  twenty-one 
votes  in  favor  of  Thomas  (JoUins,  Esquire,  who  was  accordingly 
declared  to  be  duly  elected  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of  Kent 

Then  the  President  withdrew,  and  the  two  Houses  separated. 

Mr.  Vandyke,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assemblv,  attending^, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  certain  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  respecting  a  separate  treaty  of  peace  with 
Great  Britain. 
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On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  resolutions  were  read  the  first 
time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  lo  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M,,  June  19th,  17S2. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  also  Mr.  Cook. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  a  partial 
or  separate  treaty  for  peace  with  Great  Britain,  were  read  the 
second  time,  concurred  in»  and  are  as  follows,  viz : 

'*  Delaware  State, 
**In  the  House  of  Assembly,  June  18,  1782. 

*^ Resolved  unanimously ,   i.     That  the  United  States,  in  Con- 

**gress  assembled,  have,  by  their  Confederation,  the  sole  and 
**  exclusive  right  and  power  of  determining  on  peace  and  war, 
**and  of  entering  into  treaties  and  alliances. 

*'2.     That  the  honor  and  true  interests  of  the  United  States 

*  *  require  an  inviolable  adherence  to  the  engagements  of  the 
**  treaty  between  his  most  Christian  majesty  and  the  said  States. 

"3.  That  any  man,  or  body  of  men»  that  shall  presume, 
''without  the  authority  of  the  said  States  in  Congress  assembled 
*' first  duly  had,  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  concerning  a  peace 
**or  truce  with  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  or  his  agents,  ought 
'*  to  be  considered  and  treated  as  enemies  of  the  saicT States, 

'  *  4,     That  the  whole  power  of  this  State  shall  be  exerted  for 

*  *  enabling  Congress  to  carry  on  the  war  until  a  peace  consistent 
* '  with  our  Federal  Union  and  national  iaith  can  be  obtained. 

*  *  Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  imme- 
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**diately  transmitted  to  the  Delegates  of  thb  State  in  Congress, 
''  as  an  instruction  to  the  said  Delegates. 

**  Signed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

*' SIMON  KOLLOCK,  Speaker, 
**  Sent  for  concurrence/' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cook  return  the  foregoing  resolutions  to 
the  House  of  Assembly,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council 
thereto. 

Mr.  Cook  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter  addressed  from 
the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  his  Excellency,  the  President, 
dated  May  14th,  1782,  announcing  the  birth  of  a  Dauphin  of 
France,  together  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for 
celebrating  the  birth  of  a  Dauphin  of  France. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  same  were  severally  read. 

By  special  order,  the  said  resolution  was  read  the  second  time, 
concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 
**  Wednesday,  P.  M.,  June  19,  1782. 

**  The  Minister  of  France  having,  on  the  13th  day  of  May  last, 
*' announced  to  Congress  the  birth  of  a  Dauphin,  and  that  hon- 
*'  orable  body  having,  by  their  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  com- 
**  municated  advice  thereof  to  this  State, 

''Resolved,  That  his  Excellency,  the  President,  be  desired  to 
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"give  such  directions  as  he  may  judge  proper  on  the  occasion 
**K)r  testifying  the  great  and  sincere  joy  of  this  State  on  the 
"happy  event  so  interesting  to  his  most  Christian  majesty  and 
"to  France. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly,  *  * 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  letter  and  resolution,  as  concurred 
in  by  the  Council,  be  retiuned,  by  Mr.  McDonough,  to  the  House 
of  Assembly. 

Mr.  McDonough  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  lo  o'clock. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  June  20th,  1782. 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  issue  a  writ  directed  to  the  High 
Sheriff  of  Sussex  County  for  the  election  of  two  Councillors  for 
said  County,  to  fill  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  deaths  of 
William  Conwell  and  John  Polk,  Esquires. 

Which  was  accordingly  done. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Carty,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  to  prevent  the  sales  of  lands, 

foods  or  chattels,  by  virtue  of  executions,  in  certain  cases,  for  a 
mited  time,  and  for  other  purposes  ;  which,  by  order,  was  read 
the  first  time. 
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Mr.  DuiT,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attendinfif,  was 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  the  aiding  and  more 
effectually  carrying  into  execution  certain  acts  of  Congress  of  the 
20th  and  27th  of  February,  1782,  delivered  therewith. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  same  was  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  9  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  June  21st,  1782. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Grantham, 
during  the  present  sitting  of  the  Council,  on  account  of  his  indis- 
position. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  sales  of  lands,  goods  or  chattek  by 
virtue  of  executions,  &c.,  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  more  effectually  carrying  into  execution  certain 
acts  of  Congress  of  the  20th  and  27th  February  last  past,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  for  more  effectually  carrying 
into  execution  certain  acts  of  Congress  of  the  20th  and  27th  Feb- 
ruary, 1782,  was  read  a  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  passed 
the  Council. 

93 
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Ordered^  That'  Mr.  Baning  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly ; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  according  to  orderi 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  Robert  Timmons,  a 
soldier  in  the  Delaware  Regiment,  for  his  discharge,  with  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Assembly  founded  thereon. 

Mr.  Grantham  presented  his  account  for  his  per  diem  wages 
and  mileage,  amounting  to  £^12  :  14  :  o;  which  was  allowed,  and 
an  order  was  drawn  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petition  of  Robert  Timmons,  and  the  resolution  of  Assem- 
bly, founded  thereon,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  said  resolution  was  read  the  second  timei 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Kirkwood  be  requested  to  attend  the 
Council  and  give  information  to  them  concerning  the  enlistment 
of  the  $aid  Robert  Timmons. 

Capt.  Kirkwood  attended  the  Council  and  informed  them  con- 
cerning the  enlistment  of  the  said  Robert  Timmons ;  whereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  and  resolution  lie  over  for 
further  consideration  until  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  8  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  June  22,  1782. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Grantham. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  sales  of  lands,  goods  or  chattels,  &c.. 
was  read  a  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  an  amendment  was 
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proposed  and  agreed  to,  viz :  To  add  the  word  [lands]  between 
the  word  [such]  and  the  word  [goods],  infirst  page  and  twelfth 
line. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  said  bill  and  amendment 
to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

On  motion,  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  discharging  Robert  Timmons^  was  re- 
sumed, and  the  same  was  disagreed  to  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Carty,  a  member  of  the  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  sundry  accounts  of  purchases  made/by 
Messrs.  Darby  and  McClay  for  the  Delaware  State,  accompanied 
with  a  resolution  for  the  payment  of  ;^703  :  17  :  i  to  William 
McClay  and  Henry  Darby. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  same  were  read. 

By  special  order,  the  said  resolution  was  read  a  second  time, 
concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Friday,  P.  M.,  June-2i,  178^. 
**  On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  an  order 
**  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  three 
*'  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  one  penny  in  favor  of  William 
**  McClay,  Esq.,  and  Henry  Darby,  to  enable  them  to  discharge 
**  their  contracts  for  supplies  of  provisions  and  forage  furnished 
**to  the  army  under  General  Washington,  agreeable  to  the  reso- 
'Mutions  of  the  General  Assembly  tor  that  purpose,  dated  the 
**  27th  and  29th  of  October  last. 

''Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVkof  Assembly. ' ' 

Doctor  Clajrton,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  the  bill  to  prevent  the  sales  of  lands,  &c., 
aereed  to  as  amended,  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Assem- 
bly; together  with  the  bill  for  aiding  and  more  effectually  carrying 
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into  execution  certain  acts  of  Congress,  &c. ,  also  signed  by  the 
Speaker ;  a  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  thereto,  and 
the  following  notification  of  their  intention  to  adjourn,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
'*  Saturday,  June  22,  1782, 

**  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clayton  wait  on  the  Council  and  inform 
'*  them  that  thb  House  intend  to  adjourn  the  present  session  this 
'*  day  to  some  future  time. 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes, 

*7AS.  BOOTH.  CVkofAssembfyr 

The  foregoing  bills,  being  read  and  compared,  were  ordered  to 
be  signed  by  the  Speaker  ;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  foregoing  bills 
was  read,  concurred  in,  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz  : 


*'On  motion. 


'*  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Saturday,  June  22,  1782. 


''Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  aJBx 
**  the  Great  SeiJ  of  the  State  to  the  following  laws  : 

1.  "An  act  for  aiding  and  more  effectually  carrying  into  exe- 
cution certain  acts  of  Congress  of  the  twentieth  and  twenty-sev- 
enth days  of  Februar>'  last  past ;" 

2.  '  'An  act  to  prevent  the  sales  of  lands,  goods  or  chattels,  by 
virtue  of  executions,  in  certain  cases,  for  a  Kmited  time,  and  for 

other  purposes.** 

**  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS,  BOOTH, 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence,  CVk  of  Assemdfy, ' ' 

Mn  Latimer*  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  memorial  from  Dr.  Jam^ 
Tilton,  with  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assem* 
bly  on  the  memonals  of  Capt.  James  Moore  and  Doctor  Tilton, 
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and  the  petition  of  Genethan  Haraey,  and  a  resolution  of  Assem- 
bly respecting  Doctors  Tilton  and  Latimer. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  same  were  severally  read. 

By  special  order,  the  resolution  respecting  Doctors  Tilton  and 
Latimer  was  read  a  second  time,  concurred  in,  and  follows  in 
these  words,  viz : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Saturday,  June  22,  1782. 

''The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  upon 
"  the  memorial  of  Doctor  James  Tilton,  &c.,  and  thereupon 

''Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  an  order 
"  on  the  State  Treasurer  m  &vor  of  the  said  Tames  Tilton  for  one 
' '  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  on  account  of  his  pay  since  the  ist 
"  Au^st,  1780;  and  a  similar  order  in  &vor  of  Doctor  Henry 
"  Latimer  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  on  account  of  his 
' '  pay  since  the  time  aforesaid. 

"  Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

' '  Sent  for  concurrence.  CVkof  Assembly. ' ' 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met. 


Ordered,  That  the  before  mentioned  bills,  respectively  signed 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  and  the  resolution  of  Assembly 
for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  thereto,  concurred  in  by  the  Council, 
be  returned,  by  Mr.  Cook,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  together 
with  the  accounts  for  purchases  made  by  Messris.  McClay  and 
Darby,  and  the  resolution  founded  thereon  concurred  in  by  the 
Council;  the  memorial  of  Doctor  James  Tilton,  &c.,  the  report 
of.  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon,  and  the  resolution  of  that 
House  respecting  Doctors  Tilton  and  Latimer. 

Mr.  Cook  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 
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Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly^  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  report  of  the  Au(E- 
tors  of  the  Pay  Accounts  of  the  Officers*  &c.,  of  the  Delau*are 
Regiment,  together  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
for  the  payment  of  the  said  auditors,  and  a  resolution  for  employ- 
ing seamen  to  navigate  the  State  schooner. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  Auditors  of  the  Pay  Accounts  of  the  Officers, 
&c.,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  founded  there- 
on, were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order*  the  said  resolution  was  read  a  second  time 
and  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  :  * 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  employing  seamen  to  navigate  the  State 
schooner,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  concurred 
in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  :  * 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Cook  return  the  said  report  of  the  auditors, 
&c.,  and  the  two  foregoing  resolutions,  with  the  concurrence  of 
the  Council  thereto  respectively,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  ; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  with  the  same,  according  to  order. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  accounts  of  the 
per  diem  wages  and  mileage  of  their  Members  and  Clerk,  brought 
m  for  the  service  of  the  State  during  the  present  meeting,  and  the 
following  were  allowed,  viz  : 

To  Isaac  Grantham,  Esq.,  for  12  days*  attendance  on 
the  Council,  at  17s.  6d.  per  day,  and  mileage,  at 
6d.  per  mile,  .   .   ,   ,   , j^   12  14  o 

To  Hon.  Thos.  Collins,  Esq.,  Speaker,  for  15  days* 
attendance,  at  22s.  6d.  per  day,  and  mileage,  at 
IS.  per  mile, 17     8  6 

Carried  forward^ ;£   30    ^  6 

♦TbcBC  resolutioiw  arc  not  recorded. 
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Brought  aver, ;S  30    26 

To  Peter  Hyatt,  Esq.,  for  16 days*  attendance,  at  17s. 

6d.  per  day,  and  mileage,  at  6d.  per  mile,   ...        15  10  o 
To  Thom^  McDonough,  Esq.,  for  15  days'  attend- 
ance, at  do. ,  and  mileage,  at  do. , 14  1 1  6 

To  William  Polk,  Esq.,  for  13  days'  attendance  and 

mileage,  at  do., 12    4  6 

To  Jno.  Baning,  Esq.,  for  13  days*  attendance,  at  do.,  11  26 
To  Jno.  Cook,  Esq.,  for  16  days*  attendance,  at  do.,  14  12  o 
To  Benjamin  Vining,  Esq.,  for  13  days'  attendance 

as  Clerk,  &c., 15     13 

;Sii3     4  3 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  draw  orders  on  the  State  Treasurer 
for  the  payment  of  the  above  mentioned  sums. 

Which  was  accordingly  done. 

Ordered  also.  That  the  Speaker  sign  a  joint  order  in  fevor  of 
Eliza  Thompson  for  £^b  :  o  :  o;  another  in  favor  of  Ann  Westly 
for /9  :  o  :  o;  ditto  in  favor  of  Rachel  Bullen  for  ^^13  :  5  :  o;  do. 
in  favor  of  Mary  Lewis  for  ;^9  :  15  :  o — ;^38  :  o  :  o. 

Which  was  accordingly  done. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  to  the  20th  day  of  October  next. 


MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL, 


OCTOBER,  1782. 
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VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


REGULAR  SESSION,  OCTOBER,  1782. 


The  minutes  of  this  session,  which  was  held  at  Dover,  com- 
mencing October  ist,  and  adjourned  November  ist,  until  Janu- 
ary 6th,  1783,  are  lost,  but  the  following  documents  submitted, 
and  resolutions,  &c.,  passed,  are  preserved,  to  wit : 

MESSAGE  OF  HIS  EXCELLENCY,  JOHN  DICKINSON, 
PRESIDENT. 

*  *  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

'*  I  feel  a  very  sincere  pleasure  in  advising  you,  that  their  High 
**  Mightynesses  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  have 
**  acknowledged  and  received  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
**  United  States  in  that  quality,  an  event  likely  to  be  immediately 
' '  succeeded  by  treaties  of  alliance  and  commerce  greatly  bene- 

*  *  ficial  to  both  nations. 

**The  Secretary  will  lay  before  you  letters  from  the  President 
**of  Congress,  of  the  19th  and  24th  of  June,  and  the  20th  of 
**July — from  the  Commander  in  Chief,  of  the  28th  of  May — from 
**the  Financier,  of  the  9th,  29th  and  30th  of  July,  the  15th,  17th 
**and  25th  of  August,  the  12th  and  20th  of  September,  and  the 
*'  5th  of  October-*-from  the  Secretary  at  War,  of  the  8th  of  July, 
**  the  9th  of  August,  and  the  15th  of  October — from  the  Secretary 
*'for  Foreign  Affairs,  of  the  2d  of  May,  and  the  12th  and  15th  of 
''September — ^from  Governor  Clinton,  of  the  4th  of  August — 
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* '  from  General  Gist,  of  the  5th  of  June — and  from  the  Com- 
*'  manding  Officer  of  our  Troops  in  the  Southern  Army,  of  the 
**8th  of  July,  and  the  loth  of  August, 

**  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you.  Gentlemen,  to  several  Acts  of  Con- 
**gress  communicated  in  former  Messages,  to  recommend  them 
**to  your  attention  at  the  present  Sessions,  and  to  observe,  that 
*'an  early  as  well  as  a  pointed  compliance  of  the  several  Legisla- 
**tures  with  the  determinations  of  that  National  Council,  is  abso- 
'*  lutely  necessary  for  establishing  a  system  of  regularity  and  effi- 
* '  cacy  in  the  affairs  and  for  maintaining  the  honour  of  the  United 
**  States. 

**  You  will  perceive  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
*'and  the  Council  of  New  Jersey,  of  the  24th  of  June,  that  com- 

*  *  missioners  are  appointed  for  settling  and  establishing  the  line 
**  of  jurisdiction  between  that  Stiite,  Pennsylvania  and  this  State, 
"Commissioners  are  also  appointed  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania; 
"and  such  a  measure  seems  proper  to  be  taken  on  our  part  for 
"settling  the  line  of  the  jurisdiction  in  the  Bay  and  River  Dela- 
' '  ware. 

*  *  Upon  considering,  after  your  last  recess,  some  circumstances 
"that  had  lately  occurred,  I  judged  it  expedient  to  consult  the 
"Commander-in-Chief  before  I  should  give  orders,  in  pursu- 
' '  ance  of  your  resolutions,  for  the  march  of  the  recruits  and  sol- 
"  diers  then  in  the  State  to  the  southward.  In  consequence  of 
"his  answer,  and  of  the  second  letter  above  mentioned  from  the 
* '  Secretary  at  War,  orders  were  issued  for  their  march  to  Phila- 

*  *  delphia,  which  have  been  executed,  as  will  appear  by  Captain 
"  Moore^s  letter  of  the  7tli  of  August. 

"As  it  appeared  to  me  my  indispensable  duty  to  endeavor 
"  that  our  militia  should  be  placed  on  the  most  respectable  foot- 
"tng,  I  have  constantly  and  diligently  applied  my  care  to  this 
"great  point.  Returns  have  been  rec|uired  of  the  military  stores, 
"and  01  the  arms  both  public  and  private  fit  for  service,  in  each 
** County,  These  are  now  presented  to  you;  and  from  them 
"you  will  observe,  how  necessary  it  is,  that  immediate  provision 
"  should  be  made  for  procuring  further  supplies  of  these  articles. 
"  It  is  much  to  be  wisned,  that  the  General  Assembly  would  also 
"devise  means  for  estabUshing  an  Artillery  Company,  with  a 
"competent  number  of  field- pieces,  in  each  County. 
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*'I  have  lately  reviewed  every  Regiment  in  the  State,  except 

*  the  eighth,  and  have  been  generally  pleased  with  the  appear- 
'  ance  and  behavior  of  the  officers  and  privates  on  this  occasion, 
*and  particular! V.  of  Colonel  Duff's,  Colonel  Hall's,  Colonel 
'Jones's  and  Colonel  Polk's  Regiments. 

**  An  adjustment  of  all  public  accounts  is  a  business  of  such 

*  moment  that  it  ought  to  oe  made  with  dispatch,  and  published 

*  for  the  satisfaction  of  our  constituents,  and  an  officer  of  skill 

*  and  integrity  should  be  appointed  to  keep  them  in  perfect  or- 

*  der  for  the  future,  so  that  the  General  Assembly  and  Execu- 

*  tive  may  easily  and  without  loss  of  time  know  the  state  of  our 
'  finances,  and  avoid  errors  and  difficulties  in  transactions  relat- 

*  ing  to  them.     The  propriety  and  advantage  of  such  a  measure 

*  are  too  manifest  to  need  any  arguments  for  enforcing  its  adop- 

*  tion. 

' '  Many  of  our  tides  to  lands  depend  upon  records  in  Pennsyl- 

*  vania.     Transcripts  from  them  should  be  obtained,  and  duly 

*  recorded  in  some  of  our  offices.     It  may  not  be  improper, 

*  that  a  committee  should  be  empowered  to  inquire  and  report 

*  whether  the  records  in  general  are  safely  and  properly  kept. 

*  *  The  Laws  require  very  considerable  amendments  to  be  made, 

*  for  preventing  substantial  justice  being  defeated  or  delayed  by 

*  unnecessary  and  injurious  forms ;  for  ascertaining  with  preci- 

*  sion  the  Statutes  prior  to  the  Revolution  that  are  to  be  regarded 

*  as  parts  of  our  junsprudence;  for  securing  the  inestimable  bene- 

*  fits  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus ;  and  for  fixing  the  trial  by 
'jury  on  such  a  solid  basis  as  will  guard  as  much  as  possible 

*  against  its  being  shaken  by  the  dreadful  efforts  of  party  rage — 
'  if  that  blind  and  destructive  power,  from  which  we  are  now  so 

*  happily  free,  should  in  times  to  come  attempt  to  pull  down  the 

*  pillars  in  our  Courts,  for  supporting  which  the  precious  blood 

*  of  our  brave  fellow  citizens  has  been  so  nobly  offered  and  liber- 

*  ally  poured  out.  Regulations  of  this  sort  will  be  among  the  best 

*  inheritances  we  can  leave  to  our  posterity. 

"Another  amendment  humanity  compels  me  to  propose,  that 
'persons  manumitting  healthy  slaves,  not  advanced  in  years, 

*  should  not  be  obliged  to  give  seciuity  for  their  maintenance, 
'  and  that  slaves  should  not  be  sent  upon  sale  or  otherwise  to 
'places  distant  from   their  usual  residence,    by  which  means 
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*  affectionate  and  near  relations  are  cruelly  separated  from  one 
'  another,  and  the  remainder  of  their  lives  extremely  embittered, 

*  The  Legislatures  of  several  neighbouring  States,  moved  by  a 

*  deep  sense  of  the  divine  favors  to  them  in  this  contest  for  their 
'own   freedom,    and   by   an   enlightened   commiseration,    have 

*  lately  passed  laws  for  alleviating  the  afflictions  of  this  helpless 
*and  too  often  abused  part  of  their  fellow  creatures.     I  entertain 

*  the  warmest  hopes  that  the  Legislature  of  this  State  will  emu- 
'late  the  most  generous  and  wise  examples  of  this  kind. 


"Dover.  October  29,  1782/* 


"JOHN   DICKINSON. 


RESOLUTION  IN  RELATION  TO  A  DAY  OF  GENERAL 
THANKSGIVING. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  President  be  requested  to 
appoint  and  proclaim  that  Thursday,  the  28th  day  of  November 
next,  be  observed  throughout  this  State  as  a  day  of  solemn 
thanksgiving  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  proclamation  of 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  of  the  nth  of  October 
instant. 


MESSAGE  OF  HIS  EXCELLENCY,  JOHN  DICKINSON. 
PRESIDENT, 

*  *  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

''The  Secretary  will  present  to  you  a  letter  from  the  Minister 
**of  France,  of  tne  14th,  and  another  from  Mr.  Robert  Morris, 

**  of  the  1 8th  of  this  month. 

**  Such  a  recomniendation»  I  doubt  not.  will  be  duly  respected; 
"and  it  seems,  from  all  circumstances  which  have  come  to  my 
**  knowledge,  that  policy  and  humanity  may  both  be  observe. 
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by  admitting  the  recent  services  of  the  offender  as  an  atone- 
ment for  his  former  misconduct. 

**  A  barge  of  the  enemy  being  lately  cast  on  shore  near  Lewes- 
Town  was  seized,  with  her  arms,  tackle  and  apparel,  and  the 
crew  were  made  prisoners  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
place  and  the  neighborhood.  Several  young  men,  who  were 
concerned  in  the  seizure,  have  informed  me,  that  if  the  State 
would  be  pleased  to  give  up  the  public  share  of  the  prize  to 
them,  they  would  fit  her  out  at  their  own  expense  as  an  armed 
vessel  for  assisting  to  protect  the  navigation  of  the  Bay.  It 
appeared  to  me  a  proposal  deserving  to  be  communicated  to 
you.  I  have  seen  and  examined  the  boat.  She  is  of  very  little 
value,  and  I  am  persuaded  cannot  possibly  be  applied  to  any 
other  use  so  properly,  as  in  the  desired  encouragement  of  the 
men  I  have  mentioned.     A  list  of  their  names  is  enclosed. 

**  By  a  message  of  the  19th  of  last  January  I  recommended  the 
passing  a  law  *  For  better  securing  and  escorting  prisoners  of 
war  and  deserters  ;*  and  I  now  think  it  my  duty  to  repeat  my 
application  on  that  head.  For  want  of  due  regulations,  a  very 
unreasonable  share  of  public  service  is  imposed  on  the  Militia 
in  some  parts  of  Sussex  County  ;  and  not  unfrequentiy,  after 
they  have  performed  such  service  in  a  manner  much  to  their 
credit,  prisoners  make  their  escape. 

*  *  James  Millis,  lately  keeper  of  the  goal  in  this  town,  last  week 
discharged  ten  prisoners  of  war  brought  up  from  Lewes-Town 
and  committed  to  his  custody,  under  pretence  that  no  provi- 
sion was  made  for  their  support.  Six  of  them  were  auickly  re- 
taken by  the  spirited  and  zealous  activity  of  the  Sheriff  and 
some  inhabitants  of  this  County.  Afterwards  two  of  them  es- 
caped again.  Similar  instances  have  happened  too  often.  If  it 
be  considered  that  every  one  of  these  prisoners,  if  detained  for 
exchange,  might  have  restored  to  his  country,  his  family  and 
fiiends,  some  worthy  fellow  citizen  now  languishing  in  captiv- 
ity, I  am  sure,  you,  gentlemen,  will  feel  the  proper  sentiments 
on  circumstances  so  injurious  to  our  unhappy  countrymen,  and 
so  disreputable  to  the  State. 

*'JOHN  DICKINSON. 
**  Dover,  October  30,  1782.'' 

The  aforesaid  two  letters  from  the  Minister  of  France  and  the 
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Honorable  Robert  Morris,  soliciting  a  pardon  for  Luke  Shields, 
were  also  read,  reciting  that  the  said  Luke  Shields,  formerly  an 
inhabitant  of  Lewes-Town^  having  fled  to  the  British  and  acting 
in  tlie  capacity  of  a  pilot  on  board  of  one  of  their  armed  vessels, 
was  captured  by  his  most  Christian  majest>'*s  frigate  V  Aigle^ 
and  has  rendered  very  essential  services  on  board  her ;  and  re- 
commending that  such  services  be  admitted  as  an  atonement  for 
his  former  misconduct,  in  adhering  to  the  enemies  of  his  countr)\ 
— Extract  from  Journal  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 


RESOLUTION  IN  RELATION  TO  THE   PAYMENT  OF 

TROOPS  IN  THE  SERVICE  OF  THE 

UNITED  STATES. 

Whereas  Congress,  on  the  first  of  this  instant  October^  did 
resolve,  "That  no  monies  paid  by  any  of  the  States  to  the  offi- 
**cers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  as  pay  for 
"the  year  1782,  be  considered  as  advanced  in  behalf  of  the  Uni- 
fied States,  and  that  the  same  be  not  credited  to  the  State  by 
"which  the  advance  shall  have  been  made  j'*  in  order  therefore 
to  comply  with  the  economical  views  of  Congress,  and  do  justice 
to  this  State, 

Resolvedy  That  this  State  will  not  in  future  advance  any  money» 
clothing,  or  other  necessaries,  as  pay,  to  any  of  the  officers  or 
soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

And  Whereas  the  General  Assembly  have  directed  sundry 
articles  of  clothing  and  sums  of  money  to  be  furnished  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  in  the  Continen- 
tal Army,  in  order  to  relieve  their  distress,  and  enable  them  to 
discharge  their  duty  to  the  Continent ;  and  have  also  furnished 
divers  quantities  of  forage,  provision  and  other  articles  for  the 
use  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  tlie  State  Treasurer  forthwith  form  an  accurate 
account  of  all  monies  advanced  by  him  to  the  officers  of  the  Dela- 
ware Regiment,  and  of  all  clothing  and  other  necessaries  provided 
for  them  by  this  State,  and  of  all  supplies  of  whatever  kind  that 
have  been  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  Continent,  and  for  which 
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draughts  have  been  made  on  him,  by  order  of  the  Commander 
in  Cnief  of  the  State,  or  the  General  Assembly ;  and  that  he 
transmit  copies  thereof  immediately  to  the  General  Assembly  and 
to  the  Paymaster-General,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  entered 
as  charges  against  the  officers  and  troops  so  paid  and  supplied 
and  carried  as  a  credit  to  this  State  with  the  united  States,  out 
of  the  present  tax. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  dele- 
^tes  of  this  State  in  Congress,  as  an  instruction  to  them  to  urge 
m  Congress  the  propriety  of  crediting  the  State  with  the  monies 
already  advanced  for  the  aforesaid  purposes ;  and  that  they  use, 
their  utmost  endeavors  to  have  such  credit  given  without  delay. 


RESOLUTION   IN   RELATION  TO  APPOINTMENT  OF 

COMMISSIONERS   TO   SETTLE   ACCOUNTS   OF 

THIS  STATE  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Whereas  the  nomination  of  William  Winder,  Jr.,  a  commis- 
sioner for  the  purpose  of  settling  and  adjusting  the  accounts  be- 
tween the  Delaware  State  and  the  United  States,  and  for  liquida- 
ting and  settling  in  specie  value  all  certificates  given  by  public 
officers  to  individuals  in  this  State,  and  other  claims  by  individ- 
uals against  the  United  States,  according  to  the  form  and  effect 
of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  20th  of  February  1782,  has  been 
duly  announced;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  nomination  aforesaid  of  William  Winder, 
Jr.,  be  and  hereby  is  recognized  and  approved. 

Ordered,  That  an  attested  copy  of  the  above  resolution  be  de- 
livered to  his  Excellency  the  President  of  this  State,  in  order  that 
the  same  be  transmitted  to  the  Superintendent  of  Finance.  ' 
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RESOLUTION    IN   RELATION   TO   BARTHOLOMEW 
BAYNUM,  INDICTED  FOR  HIGH  TREASON. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  the  General  Assembly 
that  a  certain  Bartholomew  Baynum,  of  the  County  of  Sussex, 
who  stands  indicted  for  high  treason,  hath  refused  to  surrender 
himself  and  abide  his  legal  trial ;  and  is  ^oing  about  in  the  said 
County  in  an  armed  and  hostile  manner,  m  open  violation  of  the 
Laws  of  this  State,  to  the  injury  of  the  State  and  the  evil  example 
of  others  ;  in  order,  therefore,  that  he  may  be  apprehended  and 
brought  to  justice, 

Resolved^  That  the  President  be  requested  and  empowered  to 
issue  his  proclamation,  offering  a  reward  of  fifty^  dollars  to  any 
person  or  persons  who  shall  apprehend  and  secure  the  said  Bar- 
tholomew Baynum  in  the  public  goal  of  the  County  aforesaid. 

Resohftd,  That  the  aforesaid  rew^ard  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer 
of  Sussex  County,  on  the  cerrificate  of  the  Sheriflf  thereof  that  he 
hath  received  the  aforesaid  Bartholomew^  Baynum  into  the  goal 
of  the  same  County,  which  sum  shall  be  allowed  to  the  said 
Treasurer  on  the  setdement  of  his  accounts  with  the  State  Trea- 
surer. 


RESOLUTION    FOR   APPOINTMENT   OF   A    COMMIS- 
SIONER TO  SETTLE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THIS 

STATE  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Whereas  the  nomination  of  William  Winder,  Jr.,  a  Commis- 
sioner for  settiing  and  adjusting  the  accounts  of  this  State  with 
the  United  States,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  20th  of  February  last,  hath  been  approved  by  the 
General  Assembly ;  and  it  is  necessary  that  some  person  be 
nominated  and  appointed,  on  the  part  of  this  State,  to  prepare 
and  lay  the  said  accounts  before  the  said  commissioner ;  there- 
fore 

Resolved,  That  William  Peery,  Esq.,  be  and  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  «tforesaid. 
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Resolved^  That  the  General  Assembly  will  defray  the  expense 
that  may  be  incurred  by  the  said  William  Peery  in  the  discharge 
of  the  business  aforesaia. 


RESOLUTION   IN   RELATION  TO  THE  ASCERTAIN- 
MENT OF  THE  LOSS  OF  PROPERTY,  &c., 
BY  CITIZENS  OF  THIS  STATE 
DURING  THE  WAR. 

Whereas  Congress  have  requested,  that  each  of  the  States 
obtain,  as  speedily  as  possible,  authentic  accounts  of  the  slaves 
and  other  property  which  have  been  carried  off  or  destroyed  by 
the  enemy,  in  the  course  of  the  present  war  ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  County  Treasurers  respectively  be  and 
they  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  issiie  their  orders 
to  the  Collectors,  to  put  up  three  or  more  advertisements,  in 
the  most  public  places  in  each  Hundred,  directing  those  persons 
whose  slaves  have  been  carried  away,  or  other  property  taken  or 
destroyed  by  the  enemy,  since  the  commencement  of  tne  present 
war,  to  make  and  return,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  an  exact  and 
true  account  and  estimate  thereof,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge, 
to  the  Collector  of  the  Hundred  such  person  resides  in,  who  shall 
transmit  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  his  County. 

That  the  said  Treasurer,  on  receipt  of  the  said  accounts  and 
estimates,  shall  state  the  same  in  a  fair  account,  distinguishing 
the  property  taken  in  each  Hundred,  and  return  the  same  to  the 
General  Assembly  at  their  next  meeting. 

That  the  Levy  Court  of  each  County  make  an  adequate  allow- 
ance to  the  Treasurer  and  Collectors  of  such  County  for  their 
performance  of  the  duties  hereinbefore  enjoined  them. 
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MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL. 


JANUARY,  1783. 


VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  JANUARY,  1783. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  Kent 
County,  by  adjournment,  on  Monday,  the  6th  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1783,  a  quorum  of  the  members  to  form  an  House  not 
attending,  die  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  till  Saturday, 
the  nth  instant. 


Saturday,  P.  M.,  January  nth,  1783. 

The  following  members  attended,  viz  : 

For  New  Castle  County — Thomas  McDonough. 

For  Kent  County — The  Hon.  John  Cook,  Richard  Bassett, 
John  Baning. 

For  Sussex  County — 

George  Read,  Esquire,  a  member  of  the  Council  chosen  for 
the  County  of  New  Castle,  on  the  first  day  of  October  last,  in 
the  room  of  Peter  Hyatt,  Esquire,  whose  seat  became  vacant  by 
rotation,  appeared  in  the  Council,  and  took  the  oath  and  sub- 
scribed the  declaration  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article 
of  the  Constitution  of  tnis  State,  and  then  took  his  seat.  [See 
note  on  page  70.] 

Adjourned  to  Monday  at  11  o'clock. 
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Monday.  P.  M.,  January  13th,  1783. 

The  Council  met  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday, 
and  also  Mr.  Grantham. 

Mr.  Read,  at  his  seat,  made  his  excuse  for  his  non-attendance 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  in  October  last ;  which  was  admit- 
ted. 

Mr,  Speaker  laid  before  the  Council  a  letter  addressed  to  the 

Vice-President  of  this  State,  of  the  6th  instant,  by  Samuel  Whar- 
ton»  Esquire,  one  of  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress, 
inclosing  sundry  extracts  from  the  Journals  of  Congress  from 
Sept.  14  to  Oct.  29,  1782,  together  with  several  resolutions  of 
that  honorable  body  ;  which,  by  order,  were  severally  read. 

Adjourned  to  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  January  14,  1783. 
The  Council  met     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Carty,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter,  dated  Philadd- 
phia,  Nov.  4,  1782,  addressed  by  the  President  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  Council,  together  with  a  message  from  his  Excellency  to 
the  General  Assembly,  dated  Jan,  11,  1783,  and  the  resolutions 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  committee's  report  on  the  said 
message. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  President's  Message  of  the  nth  instant*  and  his  letter  to 
the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  were  severally  read,  and  the  said 
message  is  m  these  words,  viz  : 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  General  AssemAiy : 

*' Since  the  last  recess  of  the  General  Assembly,  I  have  been 
*' elected  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Penn- 
'*sylvania;  and  the  duties  of  that  office  requiring  my  residence 
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*  there,  I  was  prevented  from  removing  to  Wilmington,  after  I 
'had  got  my  house  in  that  place  prepared,  at  a  considerable 

*  expense,  for  the  reception  of  my  family. 

*'I  wrote  immediately  to  the  Honorable  the  Speaker  of  the 

*  Legislative  Council,  requesting  him  to  take  the  administration 

*  upon  him,  according  to  the  Constitution,  and  to  the  Secretary 

*  to  deliver  to  him  the  Great  Seal. 

**The  General  Assembly  will,  I  hope,  approve  of  m)r  engag- 

*  in^  in  the  employment  that  has  been  mentioned,  in  a  sister  and 

*  neighbor  State — the  true  interests  of  both  being,  by  situation 

*  and  a  variety  of  circumstances,  so  intimately  connected — espe- 

*  cially  when  they  consider  how  earnestly  I  entreated  to  be  excus- 

*  ed  from  accepting  the  Presidency  here — that  I  have  feithfuUy 
'  and  to  the  best  of  my  abilities  served  a  year — and  that  I  could 

*  not  avoid  accepting  the  Presidency  lately  conferred  upon  me, 

*  without  involving  myself  in  circumstances  exceedingly  disa- 

*  greeable. 

'*  I  now  do  myself  the  honour  of  waiting  upon  you,  gentlemen, 
'  to  inform  you  of  this  event,  and  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  am 

*  ready  to  resign  the  dignity  I  hold  in  this  Republic,  in  such 
'  manner  as  you  shall  judge  proper.     But  permit  me  to  add  that 

*  my  affection  and  gratitude  to  tne  State  I  never  will  resign  but 
'  with  my  life. 

* '  My  words  are  unable  to  do  justice  to  my  sentiments  on  this 
'occasion.     I  cannot  but  remember  that  I  have  transacted  a 

*  multiplicity  of  business  with  most  of  you  for  several  years, 

*  and  in  times  of  distress,  and  have  never  had  the  least  personal 

*  difference  with  any  one  of  you.     I  cannot  but  remember  the 
'  politeness  and  kindness  with  which,  in  your  public  and  private 

*  capacities,  you  have  constantly  treated  me. 

*'Be  pleased,  gentlemen,  to  receive  the  warmest  thanks  my 

*  heart  can  feel  for  these  instances  of  your  goodness  ;  and  allow 

*  me  to  trust  that  you  will  continue  to  me  the  share  of  your 

*  esteem  which  has  been  and  will  always  be  so  great  a  part  of 

*  my  happiness. 

**That  Divine  Providence  may  protect  and  bless  you,  gentle- 

*  men,  and  that  this  State  may  flourish  and  abound  with  pros- 

*  perities  till  time  shall  be  no  more,  is  my  fervent  prayer. 

*'JOHN  DICKINSON. 
**  Dover,  January  11,  1783." 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  upon  the  com- 
mittee's report  oo  the  President's  Message  of  the  nth  instant, 
were  read  the  first  time, 

Mr,  Charles  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  at* 
tending,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Accounts. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read  the 
first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  concurred 

in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

'*  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

''Tuesday.  A.  M.,  Jan.  14,  i783* 
**On  motion, 

'* Resolved,  That  ^fessrs.  Thomas  Kean,  Philip  Barratt,  and 
'*  Nathaniel  Waples  be  a  Committee  of  Public  Accounts,  on  the 
**part  of  this  House^  and  that  Mr.  Polk  w^it  on  the  Council  with 
* '  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  and  propose  to  them  the  appointment 
**  of  a  committee  of  their  body  to  join  with  the  committee  of  this 
* '  House  in  the  business  aforesaid, 

■JAS,  BOOTH,  Cr k  of  Assemblyr 

And  thereupon,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  John  Baning  and  Joshua  Polk  be  a 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  join  with  the  committee 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  in  the  business  above  mentioned. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  to 
o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  January  15th,  1783. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  also  Mr.  Joshua  Polk. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Grantham  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Accounts, 
with  the  concurrence  and  appointment  of  the  Council  thereto. 
That  the  same  member  also  return  to  that  House  the  several 
letters  from  the  Financier,  with  their  inclosures,  which  were  de- 
livered to  the  Council  from  the  Assembly  previous  to  the  late 
adjournment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Read,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  methodizing  the  pubhc  accounts, 
and  for  the  more  effectual  settlement  of  the  same,  the  same  was 
agreed  to. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bassett,  and  Mr.  McDonough  are 
appointed  a  committee  for  that  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Grantham  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  com- 
mitted to  him,  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Thursday,  January  16,  1783. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  ako  Mr.  William  Polk. 

Several  of  the  members  attending  on  committees,  the  Council 
adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  January  17,  1783. 

The  Council  met.    Pre^nt  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Several  of  the  members  attending  on  committees,  the  Council 
adjotuned  till  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  January  18,  1783. 
esent  the 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Joshua  Polk. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  and  adjourned  till  Monday  morning  at  11 
o'clock. 
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Monday,  P.  M.,  January  20th,  1783. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday. 

Mr.  James,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  message,  dated  Jan- 
uary 13th,  1783,  from  the  President  to  the  General  Assembly, 
together  with  a  messaee,  of  the  same  instant,  from  the  Vice- 
President  to  the  General  Assembly,  inclosing  one  letter  from  the 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  23d  of  December  last ;  one 
from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  of  the  3d  instant,  and  two 
from  the  Financier  of  the  21st  and  23d  of  October  last ;  besides 
divers  letters  and  papers  containing  intelligence  of  a  public  na- 
ture, and  also  another  message  from  the  same  of  the  17th  inst. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  letter  of  the  8th  instant, 
addressed  by  Captain  McKennan  to  the  President  of  this  State, 
relative  to  the  arrival  of  the  Delaware  troops  from  the  South- 
em  army,  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  ot  Assembly  founded 
thereon. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  certain  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  State  schooner. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  an  account  from  Thomas 
Bradford,  printer,  for  printing  done  for  this  State,  amounting  to 
;^3i  :  2  :  6,  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the 
payment  of  the  same,  and  a  blank  order  on  the  State  Treasurer, 
for  the  above  sum,  in  favor  of  James  Booth,  Esq.,  to  enable  him 
to  discharge  the  said  account. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  an  account  from  Samuel 
Smith,  Esq.,  late  High  Sheriff  of  New  Castle  County,  for  services 
done,  amounting  to  £;]  :  10,  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  and  a  blank  order  on  the 
State  Treasurer  for  that  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  Jan.  21st,  1783. 

The  Council  met  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  also  Mn  Joshua  Polk  and  Mr.  Collins. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  President's  Message  of  the  13th  instant  was  read,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz : 

*  *  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

* '  I  omitted  mentioning  in  my  last  address  to  you  that  I  have 

*  *  advanced  money  and  incurred  debts  to  a  considerable  amount 
"  for  the  use  of  the  State,  I  make  no  doubt  but  due  care  will 
* '  be  taken  that  these  shall  be  soon  discharged. 

**  Dover,  January  13th,  1783.  JOHN  DICKINSON  '* 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  message  from  the  Vice-President,  of  the  same  date»  was 
readi  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz  ; 

* '  Ge7iilemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

* '  In  the  absence  of  the  President  from  the  State,  and  upon 
**his  request,  signified  to  me  by  a  letter  dated  at  Philadelphia, 
*'the  4th  of  November  last,  I  assumed  the  administration  of  the 
"government,  agreeable  to  the  Constitution,  a  few  days  after 
"your  adjournment  of  the  last  sessions,  and  have  exerased  the 
"same  during  your  late  recess,  with  every  endeaver  to  discharge 
"  the  important  trust  thus  devolved  upon  me,  with  diligence  and 
"fidelity, 

'  *  The  trade  of  this  State  on  the  Bay  and  River  Delaware,  at 

"the  time  I  entered  upon  the  administration,  evidently  required 
"  every  possible  exertion  for  its  protection,  and  the  insufficiency 
"of  our  funds  prevented  the  equipment  of  the  State  schooner 
**for  that  purpose.  I  therefore  judged  it  most  advisable  to  fit 
"out  the  said  vessel,  if  practicable,  m  concert  with  the  State  of 
"  Pennsylvania,  whose  interests  are  equally  affected  by  the  ene- 

*  *  my.  Accordingly,  with  the  concurrence  of  several  members 
"of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  on  the  13th  of  November  last. 
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*  I  issued  instructions  to  Charles  Pope,  Esq.,  commander  of  the 
'said  schooner,  to  contract  with  the  Manne  Commissioner  of 

*  Pennsylvania,  for  transferring  to  that  State,  by  way  of  sale,  a 

*  part  of  the  said  vessel,  and  generally  to  concur  with  them  in 
'  adopting  such  measures  as  mieht  be  requisite  for  her  speedy 

*  equipment  for  the  protection  of  the  trade.     The  Secretary  will 

*  lay  before  you  a  duplicate  of  these  instructions,  and  the  cor- 

*  respondence  between  the  said  commissioners  and  Charles  Pope, 

*  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  he  has  been  unable  to  eifectu- 

*  ate  the  measures  recommended  to  him. 

*'This  State  having  incurred  a  considerable  debt  in  building 

*  and  arming  the  said  vessel,  and  our  funds  at  this  time  being 
'  inadequate  to  her  present  equipment  and  regular  maintenance, 

*  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  it,  as  expedient,   that  application  be 

*  made  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey   to  employ  the  said  vessel 

*  jointly  with  this  State  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  both, 

*  which  is  similarly  circumstanced  and  equally  exposed.     If  this 

*  measure  is  unattainable,  or  does  not  meet  with  the  approba- 

*  tion  of  the  General  Assembly,  I  think  it  would  redound  to  the 

*  interest  of  the  State  that  she  should  be  sold. 

**  I  have  directed  the  Secretary  to  lay  before  you  the  following 

*  letters — one  from  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  23d 

*  of  December  last — one  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  at  War, 

*  of  the  3d  instant — and  two  from  the  Financier,  of  the  21st  and 

*  23d  of  October  last. 

**To  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  inclosed  in  the  letters  from 

*  the  Financier,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  your  honors  will  pay 

*  that  attention  which  their  importance  require  ;  and  I  beg  leave 

*  to  recommend  to  you  that  a  distinction  and  appropriation  of 
'  the  public  taxes,  which  Congress  have  strongly  urged  for  ob- 

*  vious  and  cogent  reasons,  be  made. 

*'The  Secretary  will  also  lay  before  you  divers  letters  and 
'  papers  containing  intelligence  of  a  public  nature,  which  I  have 

*  received  in  the  recess  of  the  General  Assembly. 

**JOHN  COOK,   Vice-President. 
*' Dover,  January  13,  1783." 

On  motion,  by  order. 
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The  Vice-President's  Message  of  the  17th  instant  was  also 
read,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

' '  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly : 

**I  last  evening  received  intelligence  from  Capt  McKennan, 
'  commanding  that  part  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  which  have 
'  been  doing  duty  in  the  Southern  Army,  that  he  is  on  his  march 

*  to  this  State  and  may  be  expected  by  the  twentieth  instant. 
'  Lieutenant  Hyatt  has  been  sent  forward  with  this  information, 

*  and  to  assist  m  maktn|f  preparation  for  the  reception  of  those 

*  troops*     As  I  am  not  m formed  from  any  public  authority^  that 

*  they  are  destined  for  any  service  immediately,  it  will  be  neces- 

*  sary  that  provision  and  quarters  should  be  had  and  made  for 

*  them  forthwith,  and   therefore  I  recommend   diis  business  to 
*you.     The  Secretary  will  lay  Capt-  McKennan's  letter  before 

*  you,  and  should  the  General  Assembly  wish  to  be  further  in- 
^  formed  of  the  numbers  and  conditions  of  the  returning  troops, 

*  Lieut,  Hyatt  will  attend  them.     As  the  other  part  of  die  Dela- 
'  ware  Re^ment  is  quartered  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia.   I 

*  think  it  right  to  transmit  the  account  of  the  advance  of  those 
'  under  Capt  McKennan  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  or  this  State's 

*  Delegates  in   Confess,   that   I   may  certainly  know  whetlier 

*  quarters  for  the  winter  or  only  temporary  ones  ought  to  be 

*  provided  for  them  in  this  State  ;  but  of  this  measure  I  shall  be 
'  glad  to  know  the  sense  of  the  General  Assembly, 

**JOHN  COOK,  Vice-Presideni. 

**  Dover,  January  17th,  1783,** 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  R  M. 

The  Cotmcil  met  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  la 
o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  Jan.  22d,  1783. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  account  from  Thomas  Bradford, 
printer,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  founded 
thereon,  were  severally  read  the  first  time,  together  with  the 
order  drawn  for  the  payment  of  the  same  in  favor  of  Jas.  Booth, 
Esquire. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  account  from  Samuel  Smith,  Esq.,  late  Sheriff  of  New 
Castle  County,  for  services  done,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  and  the  order  drawn 
for  that  purpose,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  foregoing  account  of  Thomas  Bradford,  printer,  was  read 
the  second  time  and  allowed. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  founded  thereon,  was  read  the  second  time, 
concurred  in,  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz  : 

"In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

'*  Thursday,  A.  M.,  Jan.  16,  1783. 

*'An  account  was  presented  to  the  Chair  from  Thomas  Brad- 
**  ford,  for  printing  done  for  this  State,  amounting  to  ;^3i  :  12  :  6, 
*'  which  was  allowed  ;  thereupon 
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** Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  an  order 
**oo  the  State  Treasurer  lor  the  payment  of  the  above  sum  to 
'  *  James  Booth,  to  be  by  him  applied  to  the  discharge  of  the 
'  *  aforesaid  debt  due  to  Thomas  Bradford  from  this  State. 


*JAS.  BOOTH,  Crk  of  Assembly. 


* '  Sent  for  concurrence. 
On  motion,  by  order» 


The  account  from  Samuel  Smith,  Esq,,  was  read  the  second 

time  and  allowed. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of 
the  same,  was  read  the  second  time,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  fol* 
lows,  viz : 

*'  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

*•  Friday,  Jan.  17,  1783. 

*  'An  account  was  presented  to  the  Chair  from  Samuel  Smith, 
**E&q.,  late  Sheriff  of  New  Casde  County,  amounting  to  seven 
"pounds  ten  shillings,  which  was  read  and  allowed. 

'* Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  an  order 
*  *  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the  said  sum  of 
"*  seven  pounds  ten  shillings  to  the  aforesaid  Samuel  Smith. 

'JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly. 
**  Sent  for  concurrence/* 

And  thereupon  the  orders  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer  for 
the  payment  of  the  two  foregoing  accounts  were  severally  signed 
by  tile  Speaker. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for 
methodizing  the  public  accounts,  and  for  the  more  effectual 
settlement  of  the  same,  now  reported  that  they  had  essayed  a 
draught  of  a  bill  for  that  purpose  ;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and,  Dy  order,  read  the  first  time. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  Jan.  23d,  1783. 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  raising  26, 250 
pounds  for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  accompanied  with 
sundry  reauisitions  of  Congress,  and  other  papers,  on  which  the 
same  was  founded. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  accounts  of  George  Crag- 
head,  the  Clothier-General  of  this  State,  with  the  report  of  the 
joint  committee  thereon,  and  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly for  the  payment  of  ;^48i  :  2  :  8  to  the  said  George  Crag- 
head,  Esq. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the  Vice-President  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  of  a  letter  addressed  to 
him  by  William  Winder,  Esq. ,  the  Commissioner  appointed  for 
adjusting^  the  accounts  between  this  State  and  the  United  States, 
with  its  inclosures,  and  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
founded  thereon. 

Mr.  Collins,  a  member,  &c. ,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the 
Chair  an  account  of  John  Gorden,  Esq.,  late  Sheriff  of  Kent 
County,  amounting  tb  £'j  :io\  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Accounts  on  the  Clothier-General's  accpunts,  and  the  resolution 
accompanying  the  same,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 
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By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
resolution  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  account  of  John  Gorden,  Esq.,  amounting  to  ;^7  :  lo, 
and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment 
of  the  same,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
said  account  was  allowed,  and  the  resolution  concurred  in. 

Orderedy  That  Mr.  Collins  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  Clothier-General's  accounts,  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Accounts  thereon,  and  the  resolution  lor  the  payment  of  ;^48i : 
2  :  8  to  the  said  Clothier-General,  concurred  m  by  the  Council ; 
and  that  he  also  return  the  accounts  of  John  Gorden  and  Samuel 
Smith,  Esqs.,  for  seven  pounds  and  ten  shillings  each,  and  the 
account  of  Thomas  Bradford,  printer,  amounting  to  ;^3i  :  12  :  6, 
together  with  the  several  resolutions  for  the  payment  of  the  said 
sums,  severally  concurred  in,  to  the  House  ol  Assembly. 

Mr.  Collins  reported  the  delivery  of  the  foregoing  papers  ac- 
cording to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  raising  ;^  26, 250  for  the  service  of  the  year  1783, 
was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  Vice-President's  Message  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Winder's 
letter,  and  the  resolution  founded  thereon,  were  severally  read, 
and  the  said  resolution  was  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  the  foregoing  message  and 
resolution,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto,  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  ; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  same  ac- 
cording to  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Read,  that  leave  be  given  him  to  bring  in 
a  bill  "For  preventing  and  punishing  the  counterfeiting  of  the 
common  seal,  bank  bills  and  bank  notes  of  the  President,  Direc- 
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tors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  North  America/'  the  same  was 
granted  ;  whereupon  a  draught  of  a  bill  for  that  purpose  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and,  by  order,  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the  resolutions  upon  the 
committee's  report  on  the  President's  Message  of  the  nth  Janu- 
ary instant,  the  same  was  seconded,  and  passed  in  the  negative. 

An  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favor  of  George  Craghead, 
Esquire,  for  the  payment  of  ;^48i  :  2  :  8,  was  presented  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  in  order  to  be  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  Council ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  re- 
turned. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  Jan.  24,  1783. 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  for  auditing  and  arranging  the 
accounts  of  this  State,  and  for  the  more  speedy  and  effectual 
settlement  of  the  same,  was  read  the  second  time  and  postponed 
for  consideration. 

Mr.  Molleston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  the  accounts  of  Wm.  Millan,  late  Receiver 
of  Supplies  for  New  Castle  County,  and  their  vouchers,  together 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly  upon  the  said 
accounts. 

Mr.  Kean,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  returns  of  the  Second  Delaware 
R^ment,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Colonel  Henry  Neill,  together 
with  the  pay-rolls  of  the  several  officers  belonging  to  the  said 
regiment. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  Jan.  25,  1783. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State, 
&c. ,  was  read  a  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  for  the  consideration 
and  amendment  of  the  Council,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein 
the  same  was  postponed  till  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

The  Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for 
auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts,  &c.,  and  after  some  time 
spent  merein  the  fiirther  consideration  is  postponed  till  Monday 
morning  at  ten  o'clock. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  Jan.  27,  1783. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Satiu-day 
last. 

Mr.  Charles  Polk,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  ad- 
mitted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  to  exclude  members  of 
the  General  Assembly  from  places  of  profit,  &c. 

The  Council  now  proceeded  in  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State,  &c., 
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agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  and  the  same,  after  some 
debate,  will  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  for  consider- 
ation and  concurrence,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Hazzard,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  report  and  state  of  the  public  ac- 
counts by  the  Auditor,  William  Killen,  Esq.,  together  with  the 
vouchers  thereto  belonging  and  accompanying  the  same. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the -Chair  a  resolution  respecting  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  General  Assembly  on  Saturday  next  to  some  future 
day. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  petition  of  James  Abbott,  and  also  a  pe- 
tition of  George  Abbott  and  Charles  Williams,  which,  after  their 
second  reading  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  were  referred  to  Capt 
James  Moore,  Superintendent  of  the  Recruiting  Service,  to  do 
therein  what  the  good  of  the  service  and  the  Taws  of  the  State 
may  require. 

Mr.  Bassett  presented  the  Chair  with  Mr.  Dickinson's  resigna- 
tion of  the  Presidency  of  this  State,  by  a  writing,  under  his  hand 
and  seal,  dated  at  Dover,  Jan.  14,  1783. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Bassett  has  leave  of  absence  till  3  o'clock  to- 
morrow afternoon. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  preventing,  &c.,  counterfeiting  of  the  common 
seal,  bank  bills,  &c. ,  of  the  Bank  of  North  America,  was  read 
second  time. 

The  same  was  read  the  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  passed 
the  Council. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  transcribed. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  Jan.  28,  1783. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Bassett. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Collins  deliver  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  bill  for  auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State,  &c., 
together  with  the  bill  for  preventing  and  punishing  the  counter- 
feiting of  the  common  seal,  bank  notes,  &c. ,  of  the  Bank  of 
North  America,  for  their  consideration. 

Dr.  Ridgely,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from  John  Prmgle,  dated  the 
28th  instant,  to  Col.  Charles  Pope,  respecting  the  State  schooner, 
together  with  a  proposal  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
the  Council  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
on  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  letter. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Collins  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  committed 
to  him,  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  letter  from  John  Pringle,  and  the  proposal  for  an  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  confer  with  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  of  the  said 
letter,  were  severally  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  said  resolution  was  read  a  second  time 
and  concurred  in. 

And  thereupon 
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Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Collins  and  McDonough  be  a  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  this  House  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  on  the  business  above  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  and  resolution,  with  the  concur- 
rence and  appointment  of  the  Council  thereto,  be  returned,  by 
Mr.  Grantham,  to  the  House  of  Assembly; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

Mr.  Dickinson's  resignation  of  the  Presidency  of  this  State,  b^ 
a  writing  under  his  hand  and  seal,  was  read  the  first  time,  and  is 
as  follows,  viz : 

'*I,  the  subscriber,  hereby  resign  to  the  General  Assembly 

*  *  of  the  Delaware  State  the  office  of  President,  Commander-in- 
**  Chief  and  Capt. -General  of  the  State.  In  witness  whereof  I 
**have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal,  at  Dover,  this 

*  *  fourteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
**sand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

'*  (Signed)  JOHN  DICKINSON. '* 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petitions  of  James  Abbott  and  George  Abbott  were  sever- 
ally read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  to  exclude  members  of  the  General  Assembly  from 
places  of  profit,  &c.,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

Lieut. -Col.  "Henry  Neill's  pay-roll  of  the  Second  Delaware 
Regiment  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  raising  ^  26,250  for  the  service  of  the  present  year 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 
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Wednesday.  A.  M.,  Jan.  2gth,  1783. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 

and  also  Mr.  Bassett, 

The  Council,  taking  into  consideration  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress of  the  30th  of  October  and  2d  of  November,  1781,  came  to 
Uie  following  resolution,  viz  : 

Whereas  Congress,  by  their  resolutions  of  the  30th  of  Oct 
and  2d  of  Nov,,  1781,  called  upon  the  United  States  for  their 
respective  quotas  of  eight  millions  of  dollars  for  the  war  depart- 
ment and  civil  list  for  the  then  ensuing  year,  of  which  sum  this 
State* s  computed  quota  was  1 12,085  dollars;  and  whereas  the  act 
of  Assembly  entitled  **An  act  for  raising  ;t  23,625,  in  specie,  for 
the  service  of  the  year  1782,*'  passed  the  13th  day  of  November, 
1781,  recognizing  the  requisition  of  Congress  for  a  quota  of  sup- 
plies and  money  necessary  for  supporting  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  and  defraying  other  expenses  incurred  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  present  war,  is  the  only  fund  out  of  which  any  part  of  the 
computed  quota  aforesaid  may  be  discharged;  and  whereas  by 
the  said  act  of  Assembly  the  said  sum  of  ^^23.625,  when  brought 
into  the  TreasurJ^  is  made  subject  to  the  joint  draughts  of  the 
Speakers  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  by  order  of  their  respec- 
tive Houses  ;  it  is  therefore 

Ordered  and  Resolved,  That  the  respective  Speakers  be  and 
hereby  are  authorized  and  required  to  make  and  subscribe  a 
joint  draught  upon  or  warrant  to  the  State  Treasurer  to  pay  to 
the  Receiver  appointed  by  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  wnthin 
this  State,  upon  the  order  or  orders  of  the  said  Superintendent 
the  sum  of  ;^  21,015  :  18  :  9,  equal  to  one  moiet>^  of  this  State's 
computed  quota  of  the  said  112,085  dollars,  out  of  the  monies 
which  shall  come  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State  under  or  by 
means  of  the  above  mentioned  and  recited  act  of  Assembly,  the 
said  State  Treasurer  Liking  such  Receiver's  receipt  on  the  order 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Finance. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  transcribed. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P,  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Bassett  deliver  the  foregoing  resolution  to 
the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Bassett  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  ;^26,250,  &c.,  for  the  service  of  the  present 
year,  was  read  the  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein  the  further  consideration  is  postponed  till  to-morrow 
morning. 

Mr.  James,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  auditing  and  arranging  the 
accounts  of  this  State,  &c. ,  with  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed 
thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  bill  for  preventing  and 
punishinjgf  the  counterfeiting  of  the  common  seal,  bank  notes, 
&c. ,  with  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto. 

The  same  member  also  returned  the  resolution  of  Council, 
founded  on  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  30th  October  and 
2d  November,  1781,  with  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed 
thereto. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  proposition  from  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  nominating  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Dele- 
gates from  this  State  to  Congress. 

Adjourned  till  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  Jan.  30,  1783* 

The  Council  met*     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  general  account  of  William  Millan,  and  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  same,  were  read  the 
first  time,  and  an  amendment  was  proposed  to  the  general  ac- 
count ;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

The  committee  of  Council  appointed  to  confer  w^ith  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  Mr. 
John  Priogle's  letter  relative  to  the  fitting  out  of  the  schooner 
belonging  to  this  State,  now  laid  their  report  on  the  table. 

^  The  Council  now  proceeded  in  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  raising  ;/^26,250,  &c.,  by  a  general  tax,  and  the  same  is 
further  postponed  til!  the  afternoon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Grantham  deliver  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly the  President's  resignation  of  the  Presidency  of  this  State, 
together  with  the  general  account  of  William  Millan,  and  the 
paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M, 


EoDEM  Die,  R  M. 

The  Council  met  and  debated  upon  the  paragraphs  of  the  bill 
for  raising  ^^26,250,  and  sundry  amendments  were  proposed^ 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent,  by  Mr.  Grant- 
ham, to  the  House  of  Assembly;  who  now  reported  the  delivery 
of  the  papers  committed  to  him,  according  to  or  den 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  account  of  Rooert  Bryan,  Esq.,  Treasurer 
of  New  Castle  County,  for  money  advanced  to  the  officers  and 
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soldiers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  amounting  to  ;^255  :  19  14, 
together  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  same  to  the  said  Robert  Bryan,  and  a  blank  order 
for  that  purpose. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  petition  of  Wm.  Simpson, 
with  the  report  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon,  and  a  olank 
order  in  favor  of  the  said  Wm.  Simpson. 

The  same  member  delivered  W.  Peery's  account  for  money 
paid  Col.  Chas.  Pope,  for  ;^455,  with  resolution  for  payment  of 
the  same. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  general  account  of  Wm.  Millan,  and  the  amend- 
ment proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House 
of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Charles  Polk,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  discharging  the  half  pay  of  offi- 
cers of  the  Delaware  Regiment  dying  in  the  service  to  their 
widows,  &c. 

Mr.  William  Polk  presented  to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  Isaac 
Short,  a  soldier  in  the  Delaware  Regiment. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  Jan.  31st,  1783. 

The  Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on 
Wm.  Millan' s  account,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  concurred 
in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 
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"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Friday,  A.  M..  Jan.  24,  1783. 


' '  The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  accounts  of 
"William  Millan,  late  Receiver  of  Supplies  for  New  Castle 
' '  County,  and  the  same  being  examined  and  approved,  it  ap* 
' '  pears  that  there  is  a  balance  of  £^^  :  o  :  4  due  from  the  said 
**  Wm.  Millan  to  this  State  ;  but  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  such 
''errors  or  delinquencies  as  may  happen  on  the  uncollected 
"supplies,  amounting  to  £S9A  •  9  *  9)^*  with  which  the  said 
"  William  Millan  is  charged  in  the  aforesaid  account,  shall  be 
*' hereafter  allowed  to  him  upon  his  producing  the  same,  pro- 
' '  perly  authenticated  under  the  hands  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
'  *  of  the  hundred  in  which  such  delinquency  may  happen. 

**JAS.  BOOTH,  CV k  of  Assefnbly. 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Grantham  return  the  foregoing  report,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto,  and  the  several  accounts 
and  vouchers  accompanying  the  same,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Grantham  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  above  men- 
tioned to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill  for  auditing  and 
arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State,  &c.,  and  proposed  addi- 
tional amendments  to  the  said  bill,  and  also  to  the  said  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Assembly  ;  which  were  ordered  to  be 
transcribed. 

Mr.  Peery»  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 
Council,  of  this  morning,  relative  to  the  address  or  resignatlofl 
of  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  late  President  of  this  State,  accompa- 
nied with  the  said  address. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Collins  deliver  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  bill  for  auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State, 
&c.,  with  their  paper  of  amendments  generally  acceded  to  by 
the  Council,  and  a  paper  of  additional  amendments,  to  the  said 
bill  and  amendments  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  proposed  by  die 
Council 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock.  F.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Collins  now  reported  the  papers  committed  to  him  deliv- 
ered according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  Council  was 
read,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

'*A  Message  to  the  Council  from  the  House  of  Assembly. 
Gentlemen  : 

"The  Assemblv  transmitted  to  your  House  their  resolutions 
"of  the  fourteenth  instant,  founded  on  an  address,  which  is  also 
"before  you,  from  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Su- 
"preme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
"vania,  and  late  President  of  this  State,  for  your  consideration 
"and  concurrence;  and  as  the  said  resolutions  are  not  yet  re- 
"  turned,  it  is  uncertain  whether  your  house  have  acted  or  in- 
"  tend  to  act  thereon. 

"The  present  circumstances  of  the  State,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
"  House,  require  the  determination  of  the  General  Assembly  on 
"the  subject  of  the  said  resolutions,  and  therefore  this  House 
"think  it  their  duty  to  request  that  your  honors  may  return  the 
"same,  either  altered,  amended,  confirmed,  or  rejected,  by  your 
"  House,  agreeable  to  the  Constitution. 

"Signed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"(Signed)  SIMON  KOLLOCK,  Speaker. 

"Dover,  Jan.  31,  1783." 

Mr.  Barratt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  raising  ;^26,250,  &c.,  with  the  paper 
of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Conncil  in  part  acceded 
to  and  in  part  disagreed  to  bv  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  a 
paper  of  amendments  proposea  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 
said  amendments  of  the  Cfouncil. 
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The  resig^nation  of  John  Dickinson,  Esq,,  as  President  and 
Commander-in-Chief  of  this  State,  being  read,  thereupon 

Resolved^  That  the  same  be  accepted. 

Resolved  also.  That  the  place  of  President  being  now  vacant, 
Mr.  McDonough  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly  and  propose 
to  them  that  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  meet  at  lo 
o'clock  to-morrow,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  to  put  in  nomination 
persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  President  of  tliis  State. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  nominating  per- 
sons to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  to  Congress,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Col  McDonough  wait  upon  the  House  of  As- 
sembly and  inform  that  House  that  the  Council  propose  Satur- 
day, at  ID  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  for  tlie  time  of  the  meeting 
of  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  above  resolution. 

Mr,  McDonough  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above  mentioned 
papers  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  the  Council  came  to  the  following  resolutions^  viz: 

Whereas  great  delays  have  happened  in  the  collection  of  the 
State  tax  directed  to  be  raised  by  the  two  several  acts  of  Assem* 
bly,  passed  in  the  months  of  June  and  November,  1781,  to  the 
injury  of  public  cretlit  and  public  service  ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  respective  County  Treasurers  of  this  State 
do  forthwith  call  upon  the  several  Collectors  of  Hundreds  within 
their  County  to  render  a  true  and  just  account  of  and  pay  unto 
the  Treasurer  of  their  County  the  sums  which  each  Collector 
ou^ht  to  have  paid  either  under  the  act  of  Assembly  of  this  State 
entitled  *'An  act  for  raising  seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-five  pounds,  in  specie,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1781, 
by  a  general  tax,"  passed  the  18th  of  June,  1781,  or  under  the 
the  act  entitled  '^An  act  for  raising  ^23,625,  in  specie,  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1782,  passed  the  13th  November,  1781. 

Resolved  also,  That  in  case  of  non-payment  of  the  w*hole  of  the 
sums  they  ought  to  have  respectively  paid  under  the  said  act  of 
June.  17S1,  and  of  at  least  three-fourths  parts  of  the  sunis  they 
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respectively  ought  to  have  paid  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
said  act  ol  Nov.,  1781,  by  or  before  the  25th  day  of  April  next, 
the  said  County  Treasurers,  respectively,  shall  certify  the  names 
of  such  defaulting  Collectors,  with  the  sums  which  they  ought  to 
have  paid,  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  of  his  County,  who,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Attorney  General,  shall  cause  suits  to  be 
brought  i^pon  the  bonds  given  by  such  defaulters  for  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  their  duties  in  the  execution  of  the  respective 
respective  acts  aforesaid,  returnable  to  the  next  May  term. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  made  out 
and  forthwith  delivered,  as  well  to  the  respective  County  Treas- 
urers aforesaid  as  to  the  several  Clerks  of  the  Peace,  Attorney 
General  and  State  Treasurer,  which  Treasurers  and  Attorney 
General  are  to  report  their  proceedings  in  the  prembes  to  the 
General  Assembly,  at  their  next  sitting. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  deliver  the  same  to  the  House 
of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  discharging  the  half  pay  of  officers  of  the  Dela- 
ware Regiment,  dying  in  the  service,  to  their  widows,  &c.,  was 
read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  subject  mat- 
ter of  Mr.  John  Pringle's  letter  respecting  the  State  schooner, 
was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  delivered  to  the  Chair  the 
following  verbal  message,  viz  : 

"A  Verbal  Message  to  the  Council  from  the  House  of 

Assembly. 
* '  Gentlemen  : 

**  The  House  of  Assembly  agree  to  your  proposition  that  both 
'*  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  meet,  in  tne  Council  Cham- 
**ber,  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  for  the  purpose 
*  *  of  nominating  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  President  and  Com- 
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*  *  mander-in- Chief  of  this  State,  and  also  as  Delegates  from  this 
'* State  to  Congress  for  the  ensuing  year;  at  which  time  and 
'*  place  the  Assembly  will  meet  your  honorable  House  for  the 
**  transaction  of  this  ousiness. 

*' Friday,  P.  M.,  Jan.  31,  1783./' 

The  same  member  returned  the  resolution  respecting  the  Col* 
lectors  of  the  Public  Taxes,  concurred  in  by  that  House. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  February  ist,  1783. 

The  Council  met    Present  all  the  members. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  McDonough  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly and  inform  them  that  the  Council  are  now  ready  to  receive 
them,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to 
be  balloted  for  as  President  of  this  State,  and  also  as  Delegates 
to  represent  this  State  in  Congress  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  House  of  Assembly  met  the  Council,  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  and  proceeded  to 
the  nomination  of  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  President,  whose 
names  were  taken  down  for  the  consideration  of  the  members  of 
both  Houses, 

Previous  to  the  nomination  for  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as 

Delegates  to  Congress,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  four  persons  be  elected  to  represent  this  State 
in  Congress  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Then  the  General  Assembly  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of 
Delegates  ;  but  before  this  busmess  was  completed,  a  question 
was  moved  by  Mr.  Peer>',  *  *  whether  any  persons  who  are  not 
inhabitants  01  or  resident  within  this  State  should  be  elected  to 
represent  the  State  in  Congress/'  Then  the  previous  question 
was  moved  and  seconded,  and  being  put,  passed  in  die  negative. 
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The  General  Assembly,  having  completed  the  business  for 
which  it  convened, 

On  motion,  agreed  that  the  two  Houses  now  separate,  and 
meet,  in  the  Assembly  Room,  at  4  o'clock  this  altemoon,  to 
ballot  for  a  President  and  Delegates  to  Congress  above  men- 
tioned. 

Then  the  House  of  Assembly  withdrew,  and  the  Council  ad- 
journed till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  informed  the  Council  that 
the  House  of  Assembly  were  ready  to  receive  them,  in  the  As- 
sembly Room,  to  ballot  for  a  President,  and  also  for  Delegates  to 
Congress,  out  of  the  persons  before  nominated. 

The  Council  met  the  House  of  Assembly,  in  the  Assembly 
Room,  and  there,  in  General  Assembly,  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  President  for  the  State,  and  the  members  of  both 
Houses,  to  wit :  nine  of  the  Council  and  twenty-one  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  then  present,  having  prepared  tickets  with 
the  name  of  the  President  to  be  appointed  and  put  the  same  into 
a  ballot-box,  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses,  in  the  presence 
of  the  other  members,  examined  the  ballot-box,  and  it  appeared 
that  eighteen  votes  out  of  thirty  were  in  favor  of  the  Honorable 
Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esquire ;  wnereupon  the  said  Nicholas  Van- 
dyke, Esquire,  is  declared  duly  elected  President  of  this  State  for 
the  term  of  three  years  next  ensuing,  and  until  the  sitting  of  the 
next  General  Assembly  thereafter,  and  no  longer,  agreeable  to 
the  present  Constitution  or  system  of  government. 

The  General  Assembly  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Dele- 
gates to  represent  this  State  in  Congress  for  the  ensuing  year  out 
of  the  persons  put  into  nomination  in  the  forenoon,  and  the  bal- 
lots bemg  examined,  it  appeared  that  there  was  a  majority  of 
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votes  in  favor  of  Caesar  Rodney,  James  Tilton,  Eleazar  McComb, 
and  Gunning  Bedford,  Jr. ,  Esquires  ;  whereupon  the  said  Caesar 
Rodney,  James  Tilton,  Eleazar  McComb,  ana  Gunning  Bedford, 
Jr.,  Esquires,  are  declared  duly  elected  Delegates  to  represent 
this  State  in  Congress  for  the  ensuing  year. 

On  motion,  agreed  that  the  two  Houses  now  separate.  Then 
the  Council  withdrew,  and  adjourned  till  lo  o'clock  on  Monday 
next. 


Monday,  P.  M.,  Feb.  3,  1783. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Joshua 
Polk  and  Mr.  Bassett. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  sale 
of  the  State  schooner  were  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  were  read  the  second  time,  and  the 
first  of  the  said  resolutions  was  concurred  in,  which  respected  the 
propriety  of  the  Vice-President's  instructions  to  Colonel  Charles 
rope  as  to  the  sale  of  a  part  of  the  said  schooner.  The  latter 
was  disagreed  to;  and  thereupon  the  Vice  President's  Message 
of  the  13th  instant,  and  the  several  papers  relative  to  the  same 
subject,  and  referred  to  in  the  said  message,  were  also  read  ;  and 
the  same  being  read,  Mr.  William  Polk  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  fitting  out  or  selling  the  said  State  schooner,  which 
was  granted;  and  thereupon  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  fittine  out 
or  selling  the  State  schooner, ' '  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and,  by 
order,  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  petition  of  Isaac  Short  was  read  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Grantham  and  McDonough,  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  facts 
alleged  therein  and  to  report  their  opinion  on  the  same. 

On  motion,  by  order, 
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The  petition  of  James  Abbott  was  read  the  second  time  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  joint  petition  of  George  Abbott  and  Charles  Williams  was 
also  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
State,  of  the  12th  February,  1781,  appointing  William  Peery, 
Esq. ,  to  settle  and  state  all  the  accounts  between  this  State  and 
the  United  States,  and  empowering  him  to  call  for  such  books 
and  papers  relating  to  the  said  accounts  as  might  have  come  to 
the  hands  of  any  person  in  public  office,  and  directing  him  to 
make  his  report  to  the  General  Assembly  as  soon  thereafter  as 
might  be,  returning  therewith  as  many  onginal  vouchers  as  could 
be  procured,  or  authentic  copies,  or  other  the  best  documents 
that  might  be  obtained,  was  ordered  to  be  read,  and  the  same 
being  read,  and  no  report  appearing  to  have  been  made  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  whereas,  by  the  capture  made  by  the  enemy 
of  the  public  papers  in  New  Castle  County,  in  the  month  of 
September,  1777,  many  of  the  original  vouchers  for  supporting 
this  State's  account  against  the  United  States  were  then  carried 
off,  and  the  want  of  several  of  them  only  to  be  supplied  by  the 
minutes  or  memory  of  divers  persons  previous  to  that  time  en- 
gaged in  the  public  transactions  ;  and  tnat  whereas  the  vouchers 
of  charge  subsequent  to  that  time  are  much  dispersed  and  irreg- 
ularly kept,  that  a  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
having  been  appointed  to  make  a  settlement  of  all  accounts  be- 
tween them  and  this  State,  and  Mr.  Peery  authorized  to  lay  the 
public  accounts  of  this  State  against  the  United  States  before 
the  said  commissioner  for  liquidation  and  settlement,  it  is  highly 
necessary  that  the  General  Assembly,  previous  to  a  final  settle- 
ment of  the  said  accounts,  be  informed  in  what  state  of  readiness 
the  same  accounts  are  for  such  settlement ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Peery  be  called  upon  to  report  his  pro- 
ceedings under  the  said  resolution  of  the  12th  of  February,  and 
that  he  return  to  the  General  Assembly  an  abstract  or  list  of  the 
several  charges  selected  by  him  and  to  be  made  in  this  State's 
accounts  agamst  the  United  States,  specifying  generally  the  ser- 
vice and  the  time  thereof,  with  the  sum  charged  therfefor,  to  the 
end  that  omissions,  if  any,  may  be  discovered  and  supplied. 
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Resolved  aho^  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  motion  and  reso- 
lutions be  forthwith  made  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Peery. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  lo  o*  clock. 


Tuesday^  A.  M.,  Feb,  4,  17S3, 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Mn  Bas- 
set and  Mr.  Joshua  Polk. 

Ordered,  That  Mn  Baning  deliver  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  resolutions  directing  a  report  of  the  state  of  the  accounts  be- 
tween this  State  and  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Baning»  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 
resolutions  of  the  Council  founded  on  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
df  the  30th  October  and  2d  November,  1781,  were  read,  consid- 
ered and  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  resolutions,  as  amended »  be  transcribed 
and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Gordon,  a  member  of  Assembly »  w^as  admitted  and  return- 
ed the  resolutions  directing  a  report  of  the  state  of  the  accounts 
between  this  State  and  the  United  States,  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereto. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill  for  preventing  and 
punishing  the  counterfeiting  of  the  common  seal,  &c»»  of  the 
Bank  of  North  America^  and  agreed  that  the  bill  thus  amended 
should  pass  the  House  and  be  engrossed. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  several  amend- 
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ments  proposed  by  them  and  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 
bill  for  raising  ;^26,250,  &c.,  and,  upon  the  motion  and  question, 
"Shall  the  Council  adhere  to  their  first  amendment  by  striking 
out  the  words  [twenty-six  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty]  and 
inserting  instead  thereof  the  words  [thirty-nine  thousand]  ?  the 
Council  determined  to  adhere  to  their  said  amendment. 

Mr.  W.  Polk  required  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  said  question 
to  be  entered  on  the  minutes.     They  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

For  the  quesHan — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  McDonough,  Mr.  Grantham, 
Mr.  Collins. 

Against  the  question — Mr.  William  Polk,  Mr.  Baning. 

The  question  was  carried. 

Upon  the  motion  and  question,  "Shall  the  Council  adhere  to 
their  nth,  12th  and  14th  amendments,  for  the  changing  the 
mode  of  the  collection  of  the  State  tax,  proposed  by  the  said  bill, 
by  vesting  the  power  of  collection  in  one  person  in  each  county, 
he  to  be  accountable  in  the  Auditor's  ofiice  by  rendering  his  ac- 
counts there  of  the  collections  on  the  20th  of  July  and  the  ist  of 
November,  and  finally  accounting  there  on  tne  said  ist  day  of 
November,  paying  in  the  meantime  to  the  State  Treasurer,  on 
the  first  days  of  June  and  October,  the  several  proportions  di- 
rected to  be  raised  in  each  county,  thereby  changing  the  col- 
lection from  the  collectors  of  hundreds  and  their  account  and 
payment  to  the  County  Treasurer,  and  by  him  to  the  State 
Treasurer?*'  the  Council  determined  to  adhere  to  the  said 
amendments. 

And  thereupon  Mr.  W.  Polk  required  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  same  question  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes.  They  are  as 
follows,  viz  : 

For  the  question — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  McDonough,  Mr.  Grantham, 
Mr.  Collins. 

Against  the  question — Mr.  Wm.  Polk,  Mr.  Baning. 

The  question  was  carried. 

Thereupon  the  following  message,  stating  the  reasons  of  the 
Council's  adherence  to  their  said  amendments,  and  rejecting 
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those  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  drawn  up,  read, 
agreed  to»  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed,  to  wit : 

Gentlemcfi  : 

The  Tax  Bill  for  the  present  year,  with  its  respective  amend- 
ments, halh  been  further  consioered  by  the  Council,  and  upon 
mature  deliberation  they  are  still  of  opinion,  that  the  sum  of 
thiriy-nine  Ihotisand  pounds^  as  proposed  in  their  first  amend- 
ment, is  a  necessary  one,  to  be  raised  for  the  uses  expressed 
in  the  bill,  to  wit:  to  answer  the  two  requisitions  made  by  Con- 
gress of  forty 'f out  thousand  tight  hundred  dollars^  the  payment 
of  the  sums  due  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  for  supplies  fur- 
nished for  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  money  borrowed  on 
the  credit  of  the  State,  and  public  services  performed  in,  or  on 
behalf  of  the  State,  and  to  be  paid  for  by  the  State  in  the  first 
instance,  the  interest  on  certificates  given  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and  the  necessarj*  and  in- 
cidental expenses  of  the  State  within  the  year.  The  Council  arc 
satisfied  that  even  this  sum  will  be  inadequate  to  these  pur- 
poses, but,  from  the  deficient  manner  in  which  the  public  ac- 
counts of  the  State  have  been  kept,  they  do  not  pretend  to 
say  with  precision  how  much  more  will  be  wanting  ;  and  when 
the  Cooncit  advert  to  their  second  proposed  amendment,  ac- 
ceeded  to  by  your  House,  they  must  suppose  that  such  was 
your  opinion  ;  for  as  the  bill  first  stood  the  sum  therein  of 
^26,250  must  have  been  considered  as  only  adequate,  or  nearly 
so,  for  the  purposes  there  expressed  in  its  preamble,  which  limi- 
ted the  sums  to  be  paid  to  the  inhabitants  for  supplies  furnished 
for  the  army  to  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1780,  or  beginning  of 
the  year  1781,  to  monies  borrowed  within  the  same  time,  omitting 
all  prior  demands  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  like  sort,  which  prob* 
ably  when  taken  together  will  amount  to  more  than  the  specified 
ones  of  the  latter  part  and  be^nning  of  those  two  years,  and 
further  confining  the  public  services,  which  this  State  is  to  pay  in 
the  first  instance,  to  those  performed  by  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  CoL  Neil's  Battalion  of  Militia  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1780, 
when  prior  services,  yet  unpaid^  will  probably  double  the  sum 
that  battalion  is  entitled  to  ;  therefore  taking  it  for  granted  that 
so  much  or  more  will  be  wanted  for  all  these  purposes,  the  Coun- 
cil apprehend  it  to  be  prudent  and  wise  to  make  a  provision 
somewhat  adequate  to  the  necessary  uses  tliere  generally  men- 
tioned, and  pre\'ent  any  suspicion  tiiat  might  be  entertained  of 
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postponing  one  just  creditor  of  the  State  to  another,  and  particu- 
larly to  avoid  a  preference  of  the  latter  creditor  to  the  prior  one 
of  some  more  years  standing,  and  that  the  General  Assembly, 
in  whom  the  disposition  and  application  of  the  remaining  part  of 
the  ;^39,ooo  is,  after  discharging  the  two  requisitions  of  Con- 
gress, may  have  it  more  in  uieir  power  to  satisfy  the  old,  and 
many  very  poor  creditors  of  the  State,  and  make  some  advances 
towards  the  restoring  of  public  faith  and  public  credit  within  the 
State,  essentially  necessary  to  its  welfare  and  existence  :  whereas 
on  the  other  hand,  if  the  sum  should  be  confined  to  the  one 
in  the  original  draught  of  the  bill,  there  must  be  partial  pay- 
ments, andthose  payments  may  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  later  creditor, 
according  to  the  mfluence  he  may  make  at  the  time  of  such  dis- 
position. We  should  not,  and  we  ought  not,  even  to  leave  any 
cause  for  such  suspicion  when  in  our  power  to  prevent  it.  The 
Council  are  well  aware  of  the  great  want  of  a  due  medium  of  cir- 
culating specie  within  the  State,  and  the  difficulty  attending  the 
carriage  of  its  produce  to  a  market  where  a  further  supply  thereof 
might  be  obtained,  but  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  difficulty  may 
be  surmounted,  for  that  they  know  very  many  of  the  taxables  of 
the  neighboring  States  have  and  do  still  combat  greater  evils  of 
the  like  kind.  The  Council  conceive  it  to  be  their  duty  to  exhibit 
the  actual  wants  of  the  State  to  their  constituents,  that  they 
may  provide  accordingly,  and  judge  it  ill  policy  to  continue  the 
practice  of  leaving  the  debts  of  preceding  years  unprovided  for 
and  unnoticed,  to  accumulate,  and  by  that  means  put  it  out  of 
the  power  of  their  constituents  to  pay  them  perhaps  ever,  as 
each  succeeding  year  will  have  its  particular  charge,  and  an  in- 
creased one  when  we  are  called  upon  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  of  the  national  debt  which  the  United  States  have 
contracted  during  the  present  war.  A  further  argument  which 
weighs  with  the  Council,  is,  that  they  have  reason  to  believe 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  Congress,  when  they  fixed  their  de- 
mand upon  the  United  States  only  to  two  million  of  dollars  of 
the  six  million  which  was  their  estimate  for  the  War  and  Civil 
Department,  (relying  upon  obtaining  the  other  four  million  by 
way  of  loan  in  Europe),  thus  to  afford  the  States  in  the  Union  an 
opportunity  to  raise  extra  sums  to  discharge  their  former  internal 
debts  ;  this  opportunity  ought  to  be  laid  hold  of ;  justice  to  the 
public  creditors  of  the  State,  and  the  true  interest  of  our  consti- 
tuents demand  it  of  us — yet  if,  upon  further  deliberation  had  by 
your  honorable  Jiouse,  you  shall  be  of  opinion,  that  the  time 
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specified  in  the  bill,  and  enlarged  by  our  amendment,  for  the 
collecting  and  finally  paying  in  the  said  sum  of  £  39,000  may  be 
further  enlarged  and  thereby  tend  to  the  greater  ease  of  the  tax- 
ables  of  the  State,  we  shall  have  no  objection  to  such  a  proposi- 
tion- As  to  the  mode  of  collecting  and  after  accounting  for  the 
receipt  and  payment  of  tliose  quotas  in  each  County,  as  proposed 
in  our  nth,  12th  and  14th  amendments  to  the  said  bill,  we  are 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that  it  ought  to  be  adopted,  and  therefore 
adhere  to  those  amendments.  The  barely  stating  the  t\\*o  differ- 
ent modes  proposed  by  the  respective  Houses,  will  perhaps  tend 
to  throw  light  on  the  question,  which  of  the  two  is  the  most  eli- 
gible :  The  one  in  the  original  bill  is  a  collection  to  be  made  by 
twenty-four  persons  in  the  three  Counties,  ten,  nine»  and  five  of 
which  number  are  respectively  to  account  with  and  pay  to  three 
more  persons,  one  in  each  County,  viz  :  the  Treasurers  thereof, 
and  they  after  to  account  and  pay  to  the  State  Treasurer,  and  he 
finally  to  a  committee  of  the  General  Assembly ;  so  that  the 
persons  in  the  receipt  and  management  of  this  pubhc  tax  account 
with  one  another,  except  the  State  Treasurer.  As  we  cannot 
consider  the  accounting  of  the  County  Treasurer  with  the  Levy 
Court,  or  their  committee,  in  any  degree  either  proper  or  satb* 
factory,  no  report,  return  or  ceruficate  thereof  being  to  be  made 
to  the  General  Assembly,  who  ought  to  be  perfectly  and  min- 
utely informed  of  the  monies  drawn  from  their  constituents  for 
public  purposes  in  every  stage  of  receipt  and  payment ;  and 
further,  that  none  of  the  first  tw^enty-seven  persons  are  of  the 
nomination  or  appointment  of  the  representative  body,  which 
directs  the  raising  and  applying  of  the  State  tax  ;  so  that  let  the 
choice  of  any  of  them  be  ever  so  improper,  or  they  be  totally 
unfit  for  such  duties,  the  General  Assembly  must  adopt  them 
with  ull  their  imperfections,  and  solely  rely  on  a  circuitous  rem- 
edy on  the  bonds  to  be  given  for  the  performance  of  their  duties  ; 
with  this,  that  there  must  be  twenty-four  accountings,  such  as 
they  are  to  be,  more  under  the  bill  than  under  the  proposed 
amendments  ;  for  that  by  the  amendments  one  collector  for  each 
County  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly,  and  in  case  of  dis- 
ability or  removal,  after  by  a  session  of  Justices  in  each  County, 
makes  the  whole  collection  of  the  quota  of  his  County,  and  pays 
over  the  respective  portions  of  such  quota  immediately  into  the 
State  Treasury  at  the  times  limited  for  such  payment,  and  in 
seven  weeks  after  his  first  payment,  and  in  one  month  after  his 
second  payment,  he  is  to  adjust  and  settle,  in  .the  office  of  the 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,   I  783.  795 

Auditor  of  Accounts,  for  the  amount  of  each  portion,  with  an 
allowance  of  three  per  cent  The  balance  of  the  first  portion  is 
to  be  carried  into  his  second  account,  and  its  balance  paid  to  the 
State  Treasurer  in  about  seven  weeks  after  settlement  thereof, 
and  in  case  of  failure,  chargeable  with  an  interest  of  ten  per  cent, 
till  paid. 

By  this  mode,  proposed  by  the  Council,  the  collection  is  made 
by  three,  the  accounting  for,  receipt  and  payment  into  the  State 
Treasury  by  the  same  three,  and  that  accounting  is  with  the 
immediate  officer  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts, whose  situation  is  to  be  at  Dover,  nearly  central  as  to 
the  State,  and  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly, 
where  each  member  of  the  legislative  and  executive  powers  of 
the  State  may  resort,  and  at  a  smgle  view  discover  a  state  of  such 
receipt  and  payment.  And  further,  as  to  the  accounting  by  the 
State  Treasurer,  the  provisions  in  the  amendments  by  Council 
are,  that  he  shall  once  in  three  months  transmit  into  the  Audi- 
tor's office  an  exact  state  as  well  of  all  the  monies  by  him  received, 
with  the  names  of  the  persons  by  whom  paid,  and  the  time  of 
payment,  as  of  the  monies  by  him  paid,  to  whom,  on  what  ac- 
count or  order,  and  the  time  when  ;  and  at  the  expiration  of 
each  year  appear  in  the  said  office  and  lay  his  general  account 
before  the  Auditor,  who  is  to  adjust  the  same.  After  this  just 
representation  of  the  two  modes,  the  Council  cannot  suppose  it 
necessary  to  urge  any  arguments  further,  tending  to  shew  that 
the  first  mode  of  collection  and  account,  as  proposed  by  the 
original  bill,  is  a  complex  one,  requiring  so  many  things  to  be 
done  to  complete  it  or  compel  its  due  execution  ;  or  that  the 
latter  mode  proposed  in  the  amendments  by  the  Council  is  a 
plain  and  simple  one,  wherein  the  conduct  and  acts  of  three  per- 
sons, chosen  specially  for  the  service,  are  necessarily  inquirable 
into,  until  the  monies  are  got  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State ; 
and  this  may  be  known  to  and  viewed  by  the  representatives  of 
the  people  whenever  they  meet  in  General  Assembly.  The  first 
moae,  it  is  true,  hath  been  several  years  in  use,  but  the  best  ex- 
cuse for  its  existence  is  either  inattention  or  want  of  a  more  satis- 
factory simple  plan  being  struck  out  and  offered  to  view ;  its 
defects  were  always  apparent,  and,,  a  competant  remedy  not  ex- 
hibited to  supply  its  place  till  now.  It  may  be  said  that  the 
term  competent  is  here  used  rather  prematurely,  for  that  trial 
and  experience  alone  can  justify  the  term,  but  as  the  usefulness 
and  success  of  the  single  collection  don't  admit  of  a  doubt,  in 
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the  opinion  of  the  Council,  they  venture  to  use  the  expression  ; 
sure  they  are,  that  pursuing  the  old  plan  of  collection  and  ac- 
count they  will  only  increase  that  chaos  of  unaccounted  for  public 
grants  of  monies  and  supplies,  that  it  will  become  exceedingly 
difllicultj  if  not  impracticable,  to  reduce  it  to  form,  and  give  their 
constituents  an  opportunity  of  knowing  what  hath  been  the  dis- 
position and  application  of  all  that  has  been  drawn  from  them  by 
way  of  tax  for  several  years  past  :  none  of  which  yearly  grants* 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  Council,  have  been  yet  regularly  or  in- 
telligibly accounted  for.  The  Council  request  that  your  honor- 
able House  will  please  to  take  these  their  reasons  for  dissenting 
from  you  in  opinion  as  to  the  Tax  Bill  sent  from  your  House* 
and  for  their  adhering  to  their  amendments,  into  your  considera* 
tion  :  and  be  assured  that  the  Council  consider  those  amendments 
so  important  and  necessary,  on  behalf  of  the  people  both  Houses 
represent,  that  until  reasons,  operating  more  powerfully  than 
those  before  enumerated,  (though  not  all  that  had  been  suggested 
in  Council),  shall  be  offered  to  Council,  they  must  retain  their 
opinion  in  favour  of  their  amendments. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met. 


Mr,  Waples.  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  returned  the  bill  for  auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of 
this  State,  &c.,  with  the  first  amendments  proposed  thereto  by 
the  House  of  Assembly  generally  agreed  to  by  the  Council ;  the 
additional  amendments  proposed  to  the  said  bill,  and  amend* 
ments  by  the  Council  generally  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Assembly,  together  with  a  further  amendment  proposed  by  the 
House  of  Assembly  to  the  ^id  additional  amenclments  of  the 
Council. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  letter  from  Major  William 
Polk,  dated  this  day.  together  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
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Assembly  for  referring  Major  Polk's  accounts  to  William  Killen 
and  Thomas  Rodney,  Esquires. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  for  making  pro- 
vision for  the  subsistence  of  the  Delaware  Regiments. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  wait  on  Mr. 
Vandyke  to  desire  his  answer  as  to  his  acceptance  of  the  office 
of  President. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  bill  for  audit- 
ing and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State,  with  the  several 
amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and 
the  Council  adhered  to  their  5th  amendment,  which  was  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  disagreed  to  the  fur- 
ther amendments  proposed  by  the  House  pf  Assembly  to  the  said 
5th  amendment  of  the  Council,  and  adhered  to  the  ist,  2d  and 
4th  of  their  additional  amendments  to  the  said  bill,  and  therefore 
the  following  message,  stating  the  reasons  of  such  adherence,  was 
drawn  up,  read  and  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  : 

Gentlemen  : 

The  bill  for  auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State, 
&c.,  with  the  respective  amendments  proposed  by  both  Houses, 
as  well  to  the  bill  as  it  originally  stood  as  the  subsequent  amend- 
ments, have  been  taken  up  and  duly  considered  by  the  Council, 
and  they  find  themselves  bound  by  opinion,  and  duty  to  their  con- 
stituents, still  to  reject  the  fifth  amendment  proposed  by  your 
honorable  House  in  your  first  paper,  restricting  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts  from  liquidating  and  settling  any  claims  against  the 
State  for  services  performed,  monies  advanced  or  articles  furnish- 
ed by  order  of  the  legislative  or  executive  power  for  the  use  of 
the  State,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  before  the  first  day  of  March 
next ;  and  also  to  reject  the  additional  amendment  contained  in 
the  third  paper,  seemingly  intended  to  enlarge  the  restriction  oc- 
casioned by  the  fifth  amendment,  by  permitting  the  Auditor's 
duty  to  extend  to  accounts  for  such  articles  and  things  prior  to 
the  first  of  March,  not  already  exhibited  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, and  for  which  the  laws  of  this  State  have  directed  no  parti- 
cular mode  of  settlement. 

When  the  Council  framed  this  bill,  among  the  many  objects  of 
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public  utility  they  had  in  view»  the  first  was,  to  relieve  the  two 
Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  from  that  embarrassment  they 
were  then  under  with  the  very  many  accounts,  that  had  been 
exhibited  for  years  past,  and  dispersed  among  their  severel  files 
of  papers. 

The  disinclination  of  the  respective  members  of  both  Houses 
to  accept  of  a  place  on  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  the  time  that 
had  been  spent  in  the  present  session,  and  the  little  progress 
made  in  that  business,  with  the  great  interruption  given  to  the 
other  general  and  more  peculiar  business  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly»  convinced  the  Council  of  the  necessity  of  immediately  pro- 
viding and  adopting  a  mode»  better  calculated  for  a  more  exact 
and  speedy  settlement  of  all  public  accounts  whatsoever  ;  and 
after,  for  the  regular  entry  and  state  of  the  allowances,  or  bal- 
ances found,  by  some  person  well  skilled  In  the  arranging  and 
stating  of  accounts  in  mercantile  and  intelligible  form  :  w*hich 
entry,  subsequent  to  settlement,  hath  been  always  omitted  here- 
tofore, and  the  State  left  open  to  second,  third  or  more  charges 
for  the  same  articles,  and  no  otlier  chance  of  detecting  the  im* 
position  but  the  recollection,  perhaps,  of  an  individual  member, 
unless  the  old  bundles  of  accounts  of  preceding  years  were  mi- 
nutely examined.  The  Council  therefore,  on  the  first  appearance 
of  your  fifth  amendment,  agreed  to  reject  it,  as  it  tended  to  defeat 
the  first  object  of  their  bill^  iAai  of  immediately  transferring  the 
liquidation  and  settlement  of  all  public  accounts  from  the  General 
Assembly  to  the  Auditor,  whose  daily  expense  for  such  service 
would  not  be  the  thirtieth  part  of  the  sum  that  the  two  Houses 
were  then  sitting  at,  and  but  small  progress  made  in  the  busi- 
ness—ten days  expense  of  the  present  General  Assembly  being 
equal  to  a  full  years  allowance  for  the  service  of  the  Auditor. 
And  upon  the  same  grounds  the  Council  disagreed  to  the  further 
amendment  in  the  third  paper,  as  it  tended  to  retain  all  the  ac- 
counts alread)^  exhibited,  and  almost  every  one  that  could  or 
would  be  exhibited,  for  matters  or  things  prior  to  the  first  of 
March.  This  the  Council  considered  as  not  remedying  the  griev- 
ance, either  as  to  the  State  expense,  or  that  of  the  accountants — 
two  only  of  whom  had  been  in  waiting  in  the  present  session,  and 
one  for  five  and  the  other  for  more  than  ten  days  before  their  ac- 
counts could  be  examined,  reported  and  determined  upon.  The 
Council  also  considered  the  last  part  of  the  said  additional  ajnend" 
ment  as  exempting  every  public  debtor  or  accountant  from  the 
Auditor's  settlement  and  bringing  them  before  the  General  As- 
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sembly,  which  ought  not  to  be  with  respect  to  any,  except  Hun- 
dred Collectors  (who  were  specially  excepted  in  the  original  bill, 
though  your  honorable  House,  by  their  eighth  amendment,  Ufi 
them  open  to  such  account  with  the  Auditor  for  any  monies  they 
may  receive  after  the  first  day  of  March  next)  and  Trustees  of 
the  Loan  Office  ;  for,  according  to  the  best  recollection  of  the 
Council,  all  other  accountants  under  laws  of  the  State  are  gen- 
erally to  account  with  the  General  Assembly  or  their  committees, 
which  it  is  the  fixed  purpose  of  the  Council  to  have  transferred  to 
the  Auditor,  whenever  established,  or  otherwise  a  principal  part 
of  his  usefulness  will  be  lost  to  the  public,  as  also  to  the  account- 
ants;— as  to  the  first,  saving  that  great  expense  of  the  two  Houses 
sitting  to  transact  this  business,  a  want  of  knowledge,  and,  too 
generally,  attention  to  it  when  under  consideration — and  as  to 
the  accountant,  his  tedious  and  expensive  attendance  on  such  set- 
tlement. 

Your  honorable  House  will  therefore  discover,  from  what  is 
before  said  for  rejecting  your  addition  to  your  fifth  amendment, 
why  the  Council  thought  it  necessary — after  your  first  paper  of 
amendments  had  been  laid  before  them,  and  most  of  them  agreed 
to,  for  the  sake  of  immediately  establishing  an  office  so  useful  to 
the  State — to  offer  their  fourth  amendment  as  in  the  second  paper, 
for  the  collecting  and  transmitting  of  all  the  public  accounts  in 
the  possession  or  care  of  either  House  to  the  office  of  the  Auditor, 
there  to  be  forthwith  liquidated  and  settled,  all  which  might  pro- 
bably be  done  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly. 
Then  as  to  the  direction  for  the  Auditor  to  examine  and  revise 
former  settlements,  and  report  all  substantial  errors  or  omissions, 
the  Counsel  have  been  told,  and  they  think  from  authority,  that 
a  like  officer  lately,  in  a  neighboring  State,  by  such  revisal  of 
settlements,  had  discovered  an  error  oi fifteen  hundred  pounds  in 
the  account  of  an  individual^  such  a  sum  standing  in  the  settle- 
ment as  a  charge  against  the  State,  when  it  should  have  stood  as 
a  charge  against  that  individual  accountant  in  favor  of  the  State 
Many  such  instances  may  have  happened  in  a  long  train  of  ac- 
counts, often  settled  under  a  variety  of  circumstances  productive 
of  mistakes ;  and  as  such  revision  would  add  but  little  to  the 
expense  of  the  State,  the  Council  deemed  it  prudent  to  direct  the 
measure,  not  doubting  that  every  guardian  of  the  people*  s  rights 
and  property  would  wish  to  be  informed  of  substantial  wrongs 
done  to  that  property,  and  therefore  Council  conceived  it  their 
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duty  to  point  out  this  as  saving  from  such  injury,  and  after  to 
adhere  to  that  fourth  amendment  as  in  the  second  paper. 

Then  as  to  the  first  and  second  additional  amendments  propos- 
ed by  the  Council,  as  in  the  second  paper,  they  apprehend  that 
some  mode  for  calling  every  public  debtor,  or  accountant,  to  do 
that  which  his  duty  and  trust  required,  that  is,  to  render  an  ac- 
count of  his  transactions  in  money  matters  intrusted  to  his  care 
to  the  common  officer  of  the  State,  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
be  prescribed  to  render  that  officer  an  useful  one  to  the  State ; 
and  as  your  honorable  House,  by  their  eleventh  and  twelfth 
amendments,  in  the  second  paper,  had  disagreed  to  all  the 
clauses  in  the  original  bill  that  were  framed  and  calculated  for 
compelling  the  public  debtor,  or  trustee,  to  account  and  after  to 
pay  what  he  should  have  been  found  indebted  to  the  State  in  a 
summary  way,  the  Council,  by  their  first  and  second  amendments 
in  the  second  paper,  placed  a  delinqiieni  debtor,  or  accountant, 
on  the  same  footing  with  the  witness  who  w^as  to  testify  either  for 
or  against  the  delinquent,  by  enabling  the  Auditor  to  use  only  tlie 
same  kind  and  form  of  compulsory  process  to  call  such  delinquent 
before  him  as  by  the  same  tenth  section  of  the  original  bill,  ap- 
proved of  by  your  honorable  House,  the  Auditor  was  authorized 
and  directed  to  use  for  the  appearance  of  the  witness  ;  and  great 
was  the  surprise  of  the  Council  to  discover  the  disagreement  to 
this  so  mild,  and,  as  they  conceive,  unexceptionable  and  neces- 
sary power  of  the  Auditor — for  to  say  that  a  delinquent  shall  be 
left  to  his  sole  will  and  pleasure  whether  he  will  account  for  his 
trust,  and  yet  that,  if  he  pleases  to  come  forward  and  do  this,  anv 
persons  who,  by  accident  or  otherwise,  have  a  knowledge  of  his 
conduct,  or  of  the  transactions  to  be  accounted  for,  shall  be  com* 
pelled  by  a  form,  too  rigorous  for  the  delinquent ^  to  appear  and 
give  evidence  relative  to  the  subject  matter  of  such  dehnquent^s 
account.  As  many  such  delinquent  accountants  are  and  may  be, 
where  no  bond  and  security  hath  been  given  or  required,  what  is 
before  said  applies  to  such,  and  must  discover  to  your  honorable 
House  the  palpable  impropriety  of  appointing  a  person  to  exer- 
cise the  power  of  settlement,  and  yet  withholding  the  power  of 
effecting  it.  Then,  as  to  such  whose  bonds  of  perlbrmance  may 
include  the  right  of  suits  thereon  for  not  accounting,  they  are  left 
to  exercise  all  the  delays  and  chicanery  used  and  practised  in  the 
Common  Law  Courts  before  even  a  judgment  to  account  can  be 
had  thereon.  By  these  second  last  mentioned  amendments  the 
power  of  the  Auditor  over  him  is  no  more  than,  as  is  said  before, 
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against  his  witness,  which  is  to  compel  an  appearance  and  exhibit 
his  account ;  for  as  to  the  recovery  of  any  sum  declared  by  the 
Auditor  to  be  due  thereon,  the  suit,  on  his  bond  if  such  given, 
if  not,  then  as  in  common  cases  of  debts  to  private  persons,  is  to 
be  brought  and  pursued  in  the  Courts  of  Law.  Upon  the  whole, 
the  Council  hope  that  when  your  honorable  House  shall  be  pos- 
sessed of  their  reasons  for  determining  as  they  have  on  the  nrst, 
second  and  third  papers  of  amendments,  they  will  concur  with 
the  Council,  and  not  let  so  useful,  necessary  and  important  a  bill 
fall  through,  and  be  lost  to  the  State,  and  thereby  remove  every 
suspicion  that  might  be  suggested,  that  the  Representatives  of 
the  People,  or  any  of  them,  were  disposed  to  countenance  delin- 
quency in  the  public  servants  and  accountants. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  petition  of  William  Simpson,  and  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  thereon,  were  read,  and  an  amendment  to 
the  said  resolution  was  proposed,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
transcribed. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  wait  on 
Mr.  Vandyke,  &c. ,  was  read  the  first  time  and  concurred  in,  and 
is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

*' Tuesday,  P.  M.,  Feb.  4,  1783. 
* '  On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  on  the 
**part  of  this  House,  to  join  with  a  committee  to  be  appointed 
**  by  the  Council,  for  the  purpose  of  waiting  upon  N,  Vandyke, 
**  Elsquire,  and  desiring  his  answer  with  respect  to  his  acceptance 
**  of  the  office  of  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  State, 
**  to  which  he  was  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  on  Satur- 
**day  last. 

*  *  The  members  chosen :  Mr.  Duff,  Mr.  MoUeston,  and  Mr. 
*' Smith. 

'^JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly, 
**  Sent  for  concurrence.'* 
lOl 
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And  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Collins  and  William  Polk  be  a  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  join  with  the  committee  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  purpose  above  expressed. 

Adjourned  dU  to*morrow  at  lo  o^  clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  Feb,  5,  1783. 

The  Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Bassett 
and  Mr.  Joshua  Polk. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  of  Council,  founded  on  the  reso- 
lutions of  Congress  of  the  30th  of  October  and  2d  November, 
1 78 1,  as  amended  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  agreed  to  by 
the  Councilj  be  sent,  together  with  the  original  resolutions  and 
paper  of  amendments,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  con- 
currence ;  and  the  petition  of  William  Simpson,  and  the  resolu* 
tion  of  the  House  of  Assembly  tliereon,  with  the  amendments 
proposed  thereto  by  the  Council ;  and  also  tlie  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  wait  on  Mr.  Vandyke,  &c. ,  with 
the  concurrence  and  appointment  of  the  Council  thereto. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  making  provision 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  Delaware  Regiment*  now  cantoned  in 
New  Castle  County,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
curred m,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

"  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Tuesday,  P.  M,,  Feb,  4,  1785. 

"Whereas  no  provision  hath  been  made  for  the  subsistence 
*  *  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  now  cantoned  in  New  Castle  Coun- 

* '  ty ;  therefore 
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*  ^Resolvedy  That  Samuel  Patterson,  Esquire,  Treasurer  of  this 
**  State,  be  and  he  hereby  is  empowered  to  contract,  upon  the 
**most  moderate  terms  that  can  be  obtained,  for  supplying  the 
**  said  re^ment  with  rations  and  necessary  accommodations  diw- 
**  ing  their  continuance  in  this  State,  or  until  otherwise  provided 
**for ;  and  that  the  said  Treasurer  apply  to  the  Superintendent 
*  *  of  Finance  for  the  repayment  of  the  money  thus  expended  for 
^  ^  the  subsistence  and  accommodation  of  the  said  troops  ;  and  in 
**case  the  same  cannot  be  obtained,  he  is  hereby  empowered 
**  to  retain  the  amount  of  such  expenditure  out  of  the  public  tax 
**  of  the  present  year,  when  the  same  may  come  to  his  hands,  the 
**said  State  Treasurer's  accounts  thereof  being  first  adjusted  by 
**the  General  Assembly. 

**JAS.  BOOTH,  CV  k  of  Assembly, 

'*  Sent  for  concurrence.'* 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  fitting  out  or  selling  the  State  schooner,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Adjourned  till  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  *  *  An  act  for  levying  and  col- 
lecting divers  sums  of  money  remaining  due  for  taxes  in  Conti- 
nental Bills  of  Credit  therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes. " 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  letter,  dated  January  3d, 
1783,  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  at  War,  with  a  set  of  resolu- 
tions for  completing  the  Delaware  Regiment,  &c.,  founded  on 
the  above  mentioned  letter. 

Mr.  James,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  returned 
to  the  the  Chair  the  resolution  of  Council,  founded  on  the  resolu- 
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tions  of  Congress  of  the  30th  October  and  2d  November,  1781, 

concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  together  with  the  papers 
attending  the  same. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  petition  of  Wm.  Simp- 
son, the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  founded  thereon, 
and  the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to 
by  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  the  payment  of  £y:>  to  tiie  said  Wm.  Simpson, 
and  an  order,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
for  the  said  sum  of  /30  in  favor  of  the  said  William  Simpson, 
which  was  accordingly  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  accounts  of  Philip  Barratt 
and  Thomas  Duff,  Esqs, ,  Commissioners  appointed  to  collect  the 
certificates  given  by  the  Quartermaster's  and  Commissary's  De- 
partments- 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petitions  of  Isaac  Short,  James 
Abbott,  George  Abbott,  and  Charles  Williams  w^re  referred, 
now  delivered  their  report  at  the  table,  which  was  read  the  first 
time:  and  the  petition  of  Isaac  Short  was  referred  to  Capt.  James 
Moore,  superintending  the  recruiting  of  the  Delaware  Regiment, 
to  do  therein  what  the  good  of  the  service  and  the  particular 
circumstances  of  Short's  company  may,  in  his  opinion,  require  ; 
and  an  amendment  was  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  reference 
made  to  Capt  James  Moore,  indorsed  on  the  petitions  of  the  said 
James  Abbott,  George  Abbott,  and  Charles  Williams,  agreed  to, 
and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  payment  of  j^  30  to  W.  Simpson  was 

read  and  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  founded  on  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  at 
War,  for  completing  the  Delaware  Regiment,  were  read  the  first 
time. 

By  special  order,  the  said  resolutions  were  read  the  second 
time,  and  some  amendments  were  proposed*  a^eed  to,  and  or- 
dered to  be  transcribed. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  McDonough  deliver  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly the  engrossed  bill  for  preventing  and  punishing  the  coun- 
terfeiting of  bank  notes,  &c.,  with  the  original  and  amendments, 
in  order  to  be  compared  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  Assembly; 
the  letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  at  War,  with  the  resolu- 
tions for  completing  the  Delaware  Regiment,  founded  thereon, 
with  a  paper  of  amendments  thereto;  the  resolution  for  providing 
subsistence  for  the  Delaware  Regiment,  concurred  in  by  Council ; 
the  petitions  of  Isaac  Short,  James  Abbott  and  George  Abbott, 
and  Charles  Williams,  with  an  amendment  proposed  By  Council 
to  the  reference  indorsed  on  James  Abbott's  petition,  and  the 
message  from  Council  to  the  Assembly. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  Feb.  6,  1783. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  McDonough  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  com- 
mitted to  him,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  MoUeston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  re- 
turned the  engrossed  bill  for  preventing  and  punishing  the  coun- 
terfeiting of  bank  notes,  &c.,  (with  the  original)  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  a  resolution  to  affix  the 
Great  Seal  to  the  same. 

The  same  member  delivered  the  resolutions  for  completing  the 
Delaware  Regiment,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by 
Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  accompanied  with 
a  copy  of  the  said  resolutions,  as  amended,  for  the  concurrence 
of  the  Council. 

The  same  member  delivered  the  petition  of  Isaac  Short,  with 
the  reference  to  Capt  James  Moore  indorsed  thereon,  concurred 
in  by  the  House  of  Assembly;  and  the  petitions  of  Jas.  Abbott 
and  George  Abbott,  and  Charles  Williams,  with  the  amendments 
of  Councu  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  sign  the  bill  for  pre- 
venting^ and  punishing  counterfeiting  of  bank  bills ;  which  was 
accordingly  done. 

On  motion,  by  order» 

The  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  same  was  read, 
concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz ; 

"In  the  House  of  Assembly,  Feb,  6,  1783. 

'  *  On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
**  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  law,  to  wit : 

* '  'An  act  for  preventing  and  punishing  the  counterfeiting  of  the 
common  seal,  bank  bills  and  bank  notes  of  the  President,  Direc- 
tors and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  North  America,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned/ 

**JAS.  BOOTH,  Cr  k  of  Assembly. 
**  Sent  for  concurrence/' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  for  completing  the  Delaware  Regiment,  as 
amended,  were  read  and  concurred  in,  and  are  as  follows : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 
"  Tuesday,  P.  M.,  Feb,  4,  i783, 

*'  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter,  of  the  3d  of 
* '  Januar)^  last,  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  brought  in 
' '  their  report,  which  being  taken  into  consideration,  the  House 
' '  came  to  the  following  resolutions  thereon,  to  wit : 

**  Whereas  it  appears^  by  a  letter  from  the  War  Office,  dated 
**the  3d  dav  of  J[anuary  last,  that  the  late  arrangement  of  the 
' '  Army  of  tne  United  States,  which  was  to  take  place  on  the  first 
"  day  of  the  said  month,  in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
"  gress  of  tlie  7th  of  August  last,  is  suspended  so  far  as  the  same 
*'  relates  to  this  State  until  the  first  day  of  March  next,  upon  con- 
'*  dition,  that  a  positive  assurance  be  given  that  an  augmeotatioa 
**  will  be  made  to  the  said  Regiment  on  or  before  that  day ;  there- 
**fore 
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^'Resolvedy  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  be  and 

*  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  requested  to  write  to  the  Secre- 

*  tary  at  War,  informing,  that  this  State  will  engao^e  to  complete 

*  the  Delaware  Regiment  to  four  companies  by  the  twenty-fifth 

*  day  of  March  next. 

**  That  Capt.  James  Moore  be  directed  forthwith  to  proceed  to 

*  the  enlisting  of  fifty -four  men  for  the  purpose  of  completing 

*  the  Delaware  Regiment  to  four  companies  ;  in  which  business 

*  he  shall  govern  himself  in  all  things  agreeable  to  the  resolutions 

*  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  13th  of  November,  1781,  and 

*  5th  of  February,  1782,  except  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the 

*  bounty  allowed  to  each  recruit,  which  shall  be  the  sum  of  six 
' pounds y  and  no  more;  and  the  said  James  Moore  shall  be  en- 

*  titled  to  the  same  rewards  and  emoluments  for  this  service  as 

*  are  specified  in  the  said  resolutions. 

**That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  be  and  he  is 
'  hereby  authorized  to  draw  his  orders  upon  the  Treasurer  of  this 

*  State,  fi-om  time  to  time,  in  favor  of  the  said  James  Moore,  for 

*  such  sums  of  money  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  said  re- 

*  cruiting  service,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  five 

*  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

**And  WHEREAS  it  hath  been  represented,  that  a  number  of 
'  deserters  from  the  Delaware  Regiment  have  signified  their  de- 

*  sire  to  pay  such  sums  of  money  for  their  discharge  therefi'om 

*  as  will,  in  the  opinion  of  the  General  Assembly,  be  sufficient  to 

*  procure  substitutes  to  serve  in  the  said  Regiment ;  therefore 

^^ Resolved,  That  Capt.  James  Moore  be  and  he  is  hereby  em- 

*  powered  and  directed  to  give  a  discharge  to  any  deserter  from 

*  the  aforesaid  Regiment  who  shall  pay  to  the  said  James  Moore, 
'  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  March  next,  such  sum  of  money 
*as  he  shall  deem  sufficient  to  procure  a  substitute  for  that 
'purpose;  which  discharge  shall  be  as  valid,  to  all  intents  and 

*  purposes  whatsoever,  as  if  the  same  had  been  given  by  the 

*  General  Assembly. 

'7AS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly. 

**  Sent  for  concurrence." 

Mr.  Barratt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the 
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appointment  of  a  committee  of  conference,  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Council  on 
the  subject  matter  of  the  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill  for 
raising  £26, 250  for  the  service  of  the  present  year. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  R  M. 


The  Council  met. 


Mr*  Carty,  a  member  of  Assemblyt  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly to  adjourn,  to-morrow  in  the  forenoon,  the  present  sessions 
to  some  future  day. 

On  motion^  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence on  the  subject  matter  of  the  amendments  proposed  to  the 
bill  for  raising  ^^26,250,  was  read,  and  thereupon  the  following 
verbal  message  was  proposed  at  the  table  and  agreed  to: 

Gentlemen : 

The  Council  are  at  loss  to  know  upon  what  precedent,  usage 
or  practice  the  House  of  Assembly  have  founded  their  resom- 
tion  aforesaid,  as  the  Council  apprehend  that  when  committees 
of  conference  are  appointed  and  had  between  two  branches  of 
a  legislature,  they  are  to  communicate  the  reasons  which  each 
branch  may  have  for  a  difference  of  opinion  upon  any  public  act 
or  measure,  after  to  be  represented  by  each  set  of  conferees  to 
their  respective  Houses.  In  the  present  case  your  honorable 
House  are  in  possession  of  the  reasons  which  induced  the  Coun- 
cil to  make,  and  after  to  adtiere  to,  their  amendments  to  the  Tax 
Bill ;  therefore  Council  apprehend,  that  a  conference  of  members 
of  both  Houses,  either  in  the  manner  adopted  by  your  House  in 
their  resolution  now  before  Council  or  in  the  customary  mode» 
will  not  answer  any  good  public  purpose,  at  least  bdfore  the 
reasons  which  induced  the  House  of  Assembly  to  disagree  to, 
or  reject  the  amendments,  are  laid  before  the  Council. 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,   I  783.  809 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McDonough  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly and  deliver  the  above  message. 

On  motion,  the  Council  now  concurred  in  the  references  made 
to  Capt.  James  Moore,  indorsed  on  the  petitions  of  Isaac  Short, 
James  Abbott,  George  Abbott  and  Charles  Williams. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McDonough  return  the  said  petitions  to 
the  House  of  Assembly,  and  deliver  the  bill  for  preventing  and 
punishing  the  counterfeiting,  &c.,  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o'clock. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  Feb.  7th,  1783. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  McDonough  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  according 
to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  discharging  the  half  pay  of  officers  of  the  Delaware 
Regiment  dying  in  the  service  to  tneir  widows,  &c. ,  was  read  the 
second  time  and  will  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  to 
be  signed  by  the  Speaker  thereof. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  engrossed  bill  for  levying  and  collecting  divers  sums  of 
money  remaining  due  for  taxes  in  Continental  Bills  of  Credit, 
herein  mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  first 
time. 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time, 
passed  the  Council,  and  was  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Grantham  deliver  the  foregoing  bills  to  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Grantham  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 
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Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  resolutions  for  the  payment  of  the 
Delegates  to  Congress. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M, 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


The  Council  met,  and 


Ordered,  That  Mn  Collins  deliver  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  bill  for  auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State, 
&c. ,  with  its  several  amendments,  and  the  transcribed  messa^re, 
stating  the  reasons  of  Council  for  their  adherence  to  several  of 
their  amendments  to  the  same  bill. 

Mr.  Collins  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  purporting  to  be 
'*A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  tlie  protec- 
tion of  the  trade  of  this  State  on  the  River  and  Bay  ol  Dela- 
ware;' **  whereupon  a  bill  for  that  purpose  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and,  by  order,  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed 
the  Council 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  -delivered  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration »  by  Mr.  W.  Polk; 
together  with  the  resolutions  for  recruiting  the  Delaware  Regi- 
ment to  four  companies. 

Mn  Bryan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  discharging  of  the  half  pay  to 
the  widows  or  children  of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment, 
&c.,  and  also  the  bill  for  the  levying  and  collecting  divers  sums 
of  money  remaining  due  for  taxes  in  Continental  Bills,  <Scc,.  res- 
pectively signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  to- 
gether with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  affix  the 
Great  Seal  to  the  Siiid  bills. 
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Ordered^  That  the  Speaker  si^  the  bill  for  the  discharging  of 
the  half  pay  to  the  widows  or  children  of  the  officers  of  the  Dela- 
ware Regiment,  &c. ;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  was  read  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  above 
mentioned  laws,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

'*  Friday,  P.  M..  Feb.  7,  1783. 
**On  motion, 

^^Resolvedy  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 

*  *  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws,  to  wit : 

**  *An  act  for  the  discharging  of  the  half  pay  to  the  widows  or 

*  *  children  of  the  officers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment  who  have 
**  died  or  may  die  in  the  service  of  the  Continent;*  and 

*  *  *  An  act  for  the  levying  and  collecting  divers  sums  of  money 
**  remaining  due  for  taxes  in  Continental  Bills  of  Credit,  herein 

*  *  mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes. ' 

'*JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly. 

*  *  Sent  for  concurrence. ' ' 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bills,  respectively  signed  by  the 
Speaker,  and  the  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the 
same,  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  be  returned  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  by  Mr.  W.  Polk  ;  who  is  also  charged  with  the 
delivery  of  the  engrossed  bill  entitled  **A  supplementary  act  to 
the  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the  protection  ox  the  trade  of  this 
State  on  the  Bay  and  River  of  Delaware.'  " 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  Feb.  8,  1783. 

The  Council  met-    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr*  Polk  now  reported  the  dehver}^  of  the  several  papers  com- 
mitted to  him,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

On  motion »  by  order, 

The  accounts  of  Thomas  Duif  and  Phih'p  Barratt,  Esquires,  for 
their  services  as  commissioners  for  collecting  certilicates»  &c. ,  and 
the  resolution  for  the  payment  of  tlie  same,  were  severally  read 
the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  said  resolution  was  read  a  second  time, 
concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Wednesday,  A.  M.,  Feb.  5,  1783. 

"Two  accounts  against  the  State  from  Thomas  Duff  and 
•*  Philip  Barratt^  Esquires,  for  their  services  as  commissioners 
*  *  in  the  execution  of  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  of 
'*the  1 8th  June,  1781,  for  ascertaining  the  amount  of  certificates 
'*  issued  within  this  State  from  the  Quartermaster* s  and  Com- 
*'missary's  Departments,  were  read  and  allowed,  to  wit:  To 
'*  Thomas  Duff,  Esq.,  j^ii  :  7  :  6,  and  to  Philip  Barratt,  Esq.. 
*' seven  pounds, 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  orders  on 
* '  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the  said  two  sums. 

^'JAS.  BOOTH,  Cr  k  of  Assembly, 
**  Sent  for  concurrence.** 

Whereupon  the  Speaker  signed  an  order  for  that  purpose  in 
favor  of  the  said  T.  Duff  and  P.  Barratt,  Esquires,  respectively. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

An  account  of  Robert  Bryan,  Treasurer  of  New  Castle  Count>% 

for  ^255  :  19  :  4,  and  its  vouchers,  were  read,  and  the  said  ac- 
count was  allowed. 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  payment  of  the  same  was  read  and  con- 
curred in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Thursday,  A.  M.,  Jan.  30,  1783. 

'  'An  account  of  Robert  Bryan,  Esq. ,  Treasurer  of  New  Castle 
*' County,  was  read,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-five 
**  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  four  pence,  being  for  money  ad- 

*  *  vanced  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment, 
**  and  for  cash  paid  for  rations  for  them  from  the  19th  of  January, 
"instant,  to  the  28th  following,  inclusive;  which  said  account  was 

*  *  allowed  ;  and  thereupon 

**•    ^'Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  an  order 
**on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the  said  sum  to  the 
*  **  aforesaid  Robert  Bryan. 

*'JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly. 

**  Sent  for  concurrence.** 

Whereupon  the  Speaker  signed  an  order  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Grantham  return  the  foregoing  accounts, 
vouchers  and  orders,  and  the  resolutions  for  the  payment  of  the 
same,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  thereto,  to  the  House 
of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Grantham,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  accord- 
ing to  order. 

The  committee  appointed  by  Council  to  join  the  House  of  As- 
sembly for  the  purpose  of  waiting  on  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esq. ,  to 
know  if  he  would  accept  the  office  of  President  and  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  this  State,  report  that  the  joint  committee  aforesaid 
waited  on  Mr.  Vandyke  and  requested  that  he  would  please  to 
signify  by  the  committee  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent and  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  State ;  whereupon  he  was 
pleased  to  declare  his  acceptance  of  the  said  office. 

The  Council  now  went  into  the  nomination  of  persons  to  be 
balloted  for  as  Privy  Councillors,  and  Gunning  Bedford,  Esq., 
Col.  Charles  Pope,  John  Lea,  Esq.,  and  Alexander  Porter,  jr.. 
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Esq.,  were  put  into  nomination,  to  be  balloted  for  in  the  after- 
noon. 

Mr.  Carty,  a  member  of  Assembly,  returned  the  act  entitled 
*'A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  trade  of  this  State  on  the  River  and  Bay  of  Dela- 
ware,* *'  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  to- 
gether with  a  resolution  to  affix  the  Great  Seal  thereto. 
• 

Orderedy  That  the  Speaker  sign  the  said  bill ;  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read  and 
concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly,  Feb.  8,  1783. 

**On  motion,  \l^ 

''Resolvedy  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
''the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to  the  following  law,  to  wit :  ^ 

**  *A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the 
**  protection  of  the  trade  of  this  State  on  the  Bay  and  River  of 
''Delaware.*' 

''JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly. 

'*  Sent  for  concurrence.'* 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Collins  deliver  the  foregoing  bill  and  reso- 
lution, signed  and  concurred  in  by  the  Council,  to  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met,  and  proceeded  to  the  balloting  for  Privy 
Councillors  out  of  the  persons  before  put  into  nomination,  and 
the  ballots  being  exammed,  it  appeared  that  Gunning  Bedford, 
Esq.,  and  John  Lea,  Esq.,  were  unanimously  elected  members 
of  the  Privy  Council. 

The  Speaker  of  the  Council  now  waited  on  the  President  and 
administered  as  well  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  declaration  of 
faith,  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article  of  the  Constitution 
of  this  State,  as  the  oath  of  office,  to  his  Excellency,  Nicholas 
Vandyke,  Esq. ,  President  of  the  Delaware  State. 

Then  the  Council  took  into  consideration  the  per  diem  wages 
and  incidental  charges  of  the  Council,  and  the  following  accounts 
were  allowed,  viz  :  * 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  till  Monday,  the  26th  day  of  May 
next,  to  meet  at  the  Town  of  Dover. 


♦The  accounts  are  not  recorded. 
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NEW  CASTLE  COUNTY : 
Thomas  McDonough,    Isaac  Grantham,     George  Read. 

KENT  COUNTY : 
The  Hon.  John  Cook,    John  Baning,    Richard  Bassett. 

SUSSEX  COUNTY : 
William  Polk,  Joshua  Polk,  John  Collins. 


VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  MAY,  1783. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  Kent 
County,  by  adjournment,  on  Monday,  the  26th  day  of  May,  A. 
D.  1783,  a  quorum  of  the  members  not  attending,  the  Council 
adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Tuesday,  the  3d  day  of  June, 
1783. 


Tuesday,  P.  M.,  June  3d,  1783. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  following  members,  viz  : 

For  New  Castle  County — Isaac  Grantham. 

For  Kent  County — The  Honorable  John  Cook,  John  Baning, 
Richard  Bassett. 

For  Sussex  County — Joshua  Polk. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Grantham  and  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  be  a  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  to  inform 
him  that  the  Council,  having  formed  an  House,  are  ready  to 
receive  any  business  which  he  may  have  to  lay  before  tnem. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 
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Wednesday,  June  4th,  1783. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  also  Mr.  Read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  Presi-  | 

dent,  now  reported  that  they  had  waited  on  his  Excellency  with  i 

the  message  committed  to  them,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  yes-  | 

terday,  when  he  was  pleased,  in  answer,  to  say,  that  he  had  com- 
municated his  business,  by  way  of  message,  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, which  in  its  due  course  would  come  before  the  Council. 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  June  5th,  1783. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Molleston,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the 
President  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  31st  May,  1783,  to- 
gether with  its  inclosures. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  message,  and  its  inclo- 
sures, were  severally  read,  and  the  said  message  follows  in  these 
words,  viz : 

*  *  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

*  *  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  on  the  happy  and  important 
"event  of  peace,  liberty  and  mdependence,  secured  to  these 
'  *  States  by  the  preliminary  treaties  between  the  belligerent  pow- 

*  *  ers.  The  accomplishment  of  these  objects,  under  the  smiles 
' '  of  Divine  Providence,  and  the  aid  of  our  illustrious  ally,  has 
' '  placed  America  in  an  equal  station  among  the  Nations  of  the 

'*  Her  attention  should  now  be  undiverted  to  support  a  char- 
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*  *  acter  worthy  of  the  virtuous  struggles  by  which  she  has,  in  her 
'Mate  ardent  conflict,  acquired  her  elevation  ;  and  I  hope,  a  reg- 
"ular  administration  of  justice,  and  a  due  veneration  of  national 
'*  faith,  will  render  her  as  respectable  in  peace  as  she  has  been 
' '  illustrious  in  war. 

'  *  During  your  late  recess,  I  have  received  the  following  public 
''letters — from  the  President  of  Conejess,  of  the  8th  and  24th 
"of  February  last,  and  the  6th  and  gui  of  May  instant — from  the 
"Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  of  the  3d  of  January  and  the 
"2d  of  April — from  the  Superintendent  of  Finance,  of  the  22d 
"of  February,  the  2d,  20th  and  25th  of  March,  the  12th  and 
"  i8th  of  April,  and  the  9th,  12th  and  20th  of  May. 

"These  letters,  with  their  enclosures,  I  have  directed  the 
"Secretary  to  lay  before  you.  To  such  of  these  papers  as  re- 
' '  quire  your  immediate  attention,  I  am  persuaded  it  is  needless 
"for  me  to  urge  it,  being  well  convinced  of  your  disposition  to 

*  *  give  all  necessary  dispatch  to  the  public  busmess. 

"NICHOLAS  VANDYKE. 
"Dover,  31  May,  1783.*' 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Friday,  June  6th,  1783. 
The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 
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Saturday,  June  jth,  1783. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  James,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  altering  part  of  the  8th  Arti- 
cle of  the  Confederation. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  supplementary 
bill  to  the  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  Government 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  to  repeal 
part  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  prevent  the  sales  of  lands, 
goods  and  chattels,  by  virtue  of  executions,  in  certain  cases,  for 
a  limited  time,  and  for  other  purposes/' 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  altering  part  of  the  8th  Article  of  the  Confedera- 
tion, was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  the  further  security  of  the 
Government,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  repealing  part  of  an  act  entitled  '*An  act  to  pre- 
vent the  sales  of  lands,  goods  and  chattels,  by  virtue  of  execu- 
tions, in  certain  cases,  for  a  limited  time,  and  for  other  purposes/' 
was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion, 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  subject  matter  of  the 
letter  from  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  to  the  President  of  this 
State,  dated  the  20th  of  May  last ;  and  it  was  thereupon  ordered 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill,  by 
way  of  a  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  **An  act  for  aiding  and 
more  effectuaOy  carrying  into  execution  certain  acts  of  Congress 
of  the  twentieth  and  twenty-seventh  days  of  February  last  past/' 
in  order  to  further  enable  the  commissioners  appointed  uncier  the 
said  acts  of  Congress  to  perform  their  respective  duties^  ajid  to 
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make  provision  for  the  speedy  and  effectual  recovery  from  indi- 
viduals of  debts  due  and  effects  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

Further  ordered,  That  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bassett,  and  Mr.  Grant- 
ham be  a  committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  for  leave  of  absence  for  a  few 
days,  on  account  of  his  necessary  attendance  on  a  court  in  Cecil 
Countv,  in  Marvland,  the  same  application,  on  account  of  the 
critical  state  of  the  public  business  now  before  the  Council,  and  a 
probability  of  a  deficiency  of  members,  was  rejected. 

Whereupon  a  notification  from  the  Speaker  of  the  Council, 
directed  to  the  justices  of  the  said  court,  stating  the  reasons  of 
Mr.  Bassett's  non-attendance  on  the  said  court,  was  requested 
and  granted,  and  signed  accordingly  by  the  Speaker. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  next. 


Monday,  June  9th,  1783. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday 

last. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill,  by 
way  of  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  **An  act  Tor  aiding  and 
more  effectually  carrying  into  execution  certain  acts  of  Congress 
of  the  20th  and  27th  days  of  February  last  past,"  now  reported 
that  they  had  essayed  a  draught  of  such  a  supplementaiy  bill, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  consideration  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  William  Polk  attended  in  the  Council,  and,  at  his  seat, 
made  his  excuse  for  his  non-attendance  at  an  earlier  period  in  the 
present  session;  which  was  admitted. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  entitled  **A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled 
*An  act  for  aiding  and  more  effectually  carrying  into  execution 
certain  acts  of  Congress  of  the  20th  and  27th  days  of  February 
last  past,'  "  was  read  the  first  time. 
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By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and  the 
third  reading  thereof  ordered  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  altering  part  of  the  8th  Article  of  the  Confederation 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  the  same  was  taken  into  considera* 
tion,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein  the  further  consideration 
is  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  lo  o'clock* 


Tuesday,  June  loth,  1783* 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary^  bill  to  the  act  entitled  **An  act  for  aiding 
and  more  effectually  carrying  into  execution  certain  acts  of  Con- 
gress of  the  twentieth  and  twenty-seventh  days  of  February  last 
East/'  passed  the  22d  day  of  June,  l'jS2,  was  read  the  third  time, 
y  paragraphs,,  and  will  pass. 

Ordered,  That  Mr  Joshua  Polk  deliver  the  said  bill  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence,  to- 
gether with  the  letter  from  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  relative 
to  the  subject  matter  of  the  same  bill ;  and  tliat  he  return  to  that 
House  tlie  President's  Message  of  the  31st  ultimo,  with  sundry 
of  the  letters  and  papers  accompanying  the  same. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  of  the  severad 
papers  committed  to  him,  according  to  order. 

The  Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for 
altering  part  of  the  8th  Article  of  the  Confederation,  and  having 
proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  divers  amendments  thereto,  the 
same  was  further  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 
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Wednesday,  June  nth,  1783. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Carty,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  to  invest  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  with  a  power  to  levy  duties,  &c. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  for 
altering  part  of  the  8th  Article  of  the  Confederation,  was  now 
proceeded  in,  and  the  several  amendments  proposed  to  the  same 
were  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Polk  return  the  said  bill,  with  the 
papers  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  to  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  to  invest  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  with  a 
power  to  levy  duties,  &c.,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  to  repeal  part  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent 
the  sales  of  lands,  goods  and  chattels,  by  virtue  of  executions, 
in  certain  cases,  for  a  limited  time,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  sundry  amendments  to  the  same  bill 
were  proposed,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

Mr.  James,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  altering  part 
of  the  8th  Article  of  the  Confederation,  together  with  the  paper 
of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by 
the  House  of  Assemoly,  except  as  to  that  part  of  the  first  amenci- 
ment  proposed  by  the  Council,  with  respect  to  the  preamble  of 
the  bill,  which  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  that  part  of  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  them  to  the  bill  for  altenng  part  of  the  8th 
104 
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Article  of  the  Confederation »  which  was  disagreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Assembly,  and  receded  therefrom,  and  agreed  that  the 
said  bill,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  oy  them  and 
acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  should  pass. 

Ordered,  That  Mn  William  Polk  return  the  said  bill  and  its 
amendments  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  inform  them  that 
the  Council  have  receded  from  that  part  of  their  amendment  to 
the  same  bill  which  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly; 
and  that  he  also  return  to  that  House  the  bill  to  prevent  the  sales 
of  lands,  goods  and  chattels,  by  virtue  of  executions,  in  certain 
cases,  for  a  limited  time,  and  for  other  purposes*  together  with 
the  paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  for 
their  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  June  i2th»  1783* 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday* 

Mr.  Polk  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  several  papers  com- 
mitted to  him,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  to  invest  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  with  a 

power  to  levy  duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  im- 
ported into  this  State,  &c.,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  is  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 
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Friday,  June  13th,  1783. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Doctor  Clayton,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  accounts  of  Peter  White, 
late  Receiver  of  Supplies  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  together  with 
the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Accounts  and  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  said  accounts. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  to  invest  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  with  a 
power  to  levy  duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
imported  into  this  State,  &c. ,  was  read  the  third  time,  by  para- 
graphs, and  on  th^  question  being  put,  whether  the  words  [the 
mnds,  messuages  and  tenements],  in  the  5th  line  of  the  4th  page 
of  the  bill,  should  be  left  out,  and  the  words  [all  the  taxable  pro- 
perty, real  and  personal],  should  be  inserted  in  their  stead,  the 
House  was  divided,  and  the  Speaker  gave  his  casting  vote  in 
iavor  of  the  amendment,  and  the  amendment  being  so  carried, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  desired  by  Mr.  William  Polk.  They  are 
as  follows,  to  wit : 

Far  the  amendment — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Grantham. 

Against  it — Mr.  William  Polk,  Mr.  Joshua  Polk,  Mr.  Baning. 

Then  the  Council  proceeded  in  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  bill,  and  divers  other  amendments  thereto  were  proposed, 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed,  and  sent,  together  with 
the  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration  and 
concurrence,  by  Mr.  William  Polk. 

On  the  application  of  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  for  leave  of  absence  till 
12  o'clock  on  Monday  next,  the  same  was  granted  him. 

Adjourned  till  9  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Saturday,  June  14th,  1783. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mn  Joshua  Polk. 

Mr.  William  Polk  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers 

committed  to  him,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

Mn  Duff,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message,  of  the  present  instant,  from 
his  Excellency,  the  President,  with  its  inclosures. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  foregoing  message  and  its  inclosures 
were  severally  read,  and  the  said  message  is  as  follows,  viz ; 

'  *  Gentlemen : 

*'The  Secretar)--  will  lay  before  you  a  letter  I  have  just  re- 
'  *  ceived  from  our  Delegates  in  Congress,  and  a  report  of  a  com* 
'*  mittee  of  that  honorable  body,  on  the  subject  of  the  back  lands, 

* '  The  letter  explains  the  views  of  the  Delegates  in  transmitting 
*' those  proceedings,  and  points  out  the  necessity  that  your  in- 
**stnictions  on  that  important  subject  be  forwarded  as  speedily 
**as  possible, 

*'  Gentlemen — The  evidences  of  titles  to  land  in  this  State,  de- 
* '  posited  in  the  Land  Office  in  Philadelphia,  not  officially  under 
*'the  care  of  any  person,  and  the  necessity  of  those  papers  being 
**  brought  and  committed  to  the  keeping  of  a  proper,  account- 
•*able  officer  within  the  State,  from  which  place  only  the  indi- 
'*  vidua!  interested  will  be  able  to  obtain  legal  copies,  have  in- 
' '  duced  me  to  mention  this  subject,  and  to  recommend  that  the 
**same  may  be  taken  and  provided  for  by  the  General  Assembly 
'  •  as  soon  as  possible. 

*^NICH.  VANDYKE* 

**Dover^  14  June,  1783/' 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  the  ftirther  security  of  the 
Government,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  the  subject  matter 
thereof  being  taken  into  consideration,  the  question  was  put. 
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"Whether  the  said  bill  shall  be  rejected  or  not?"  and  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Whereupon  the  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  William 
Polk.     They  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

Far  the  affirmaHve — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Grantham. 

Far  the  negative — Mr.  William  Polk. 

Mr.  Clayton,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  verbal  message  from 
the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  Council,  viz  : 

'  *  Gentlemen  : 

**  The  House  of  Assembly  having  considered  the  amendments 

*  offered  by  your  honorable  body  to  the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to 
'  invest  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  with  the  power  to  levy 
'duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into 
'  this  State  from  beyond  the  seas,  for  a  limited  time,  and  for  es- 
'  tablishing  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  interest  arising  on  the  pub- 
*lic  debt,*  and  apprehendmg  that  this  business  would  be  accel- 

*  erated  by  a  communication  of  opinion  thereon,  propose  that  a 
'  committee  of  conference  be  appointed  for  this  purpose,  and 

*  therefore  have,  bn  the  part  of  this  House,  appointed  uie  follow- 
'  ing  conferees :  Mr.  Peery,  Mr.  Clayton,  and  Mr.  Barratt,  who 
'  wnl  meet  at  one  o'clock  tfiis  afternoon,  if  your  honorable  House 

*  concur  herein. ' ' 

The  Council  acceded  to  the  above  mentioned  proposition,  and 
have  appointed,  on  their  part,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bassett,  and  Mr. 
Grantham,  to  join  with  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
in  the  business  above  mentioned,  proposing  the  hour  of  4  o'cloct 
to  be  the  hour  of  meeting. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Grantham  return  the  same  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  with  the  concurrence  and  appointment  of  the  Council 
thereto. 

Mr.  Grantham  reported  the  delivery  of  the  same  according  to 
order. 

Mr.  Kean,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  Capt.  James  Moore  s  accounts  and 


830  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 

the  recruiting  servi 

the  committee  of  the  House  of  As 


vouchers  for  superintending  the  recruiting  service  in  this  State» 
together  with  the  report  of  ^ 


serably  thereon. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


Monday,  June  i6th,  1783, 

The  Council  met*  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday* 
and  also  Mr.  Joshua  Polk. 

Mn  MoUeston^  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  repealing  an  act 
ascertaining  the  daily  allowance  to  members  of  the  General 
Assembly,  &c* 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  June  17,  1783, 

The  Council  met    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 

Mn  Wa}3les,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit* 
ted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  raising 
t^^enty-two  thousand  fivG:  hundred  pounds  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1783/' 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  sign  a  joint  draught  on  the  State 
Treasurer  for  the  sum  of  ;^i2,ooo,  payable  to  the  order  of  Con- 
gress, or  the  Superintendent  of  Finance,  in  compliance  with  the 
requisitions  of  Coneress  of  the  30th  of  October  and  2d  of  No- 
vember, 1781;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

On  motioni  by  order, 

The  bill  for  repealing  an  act  ascertaining  the  daily  allowance  to 
members  of  the  General  Assembly,  was  read  the  furst  time. 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1783,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President's  Message  of  the  14th  instant, 
and  the  letter  addressed  to  the  President  fi-om  the  Delegates  of 
this  State  in  Congress,  and  the  inclosed  report  of  a  committee 
of  Congress  on  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  of  the  2d 
of  January,  1781,  respecting  the  cession  of  that  State  to  the 
United  States  of  all  the  lands  northwest  of  the  River  Ohio, 
(which  accompanied  the  same  message)  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, to  report  thereon. 

The  members  chosen,  are  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bassett,  and  Mr. 
William  Polk. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  for  repealing  an  act  ascertaining  the  daily  allowance  to 
members  of  the  General  Assembly,  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  sundry  amendments  thereto  were  proposed,  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment 
of  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  delivered  to  the  Council  at  their  last  sitting, 
was  now  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
sundry  amendments  were  proposed,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
transcribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Grantham  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  bill  for  repealing  an  act  ascertaining  the  daily  allowance  to 
members  of  the  General  Assembly,  with  a  paper  of  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Council  thereto;  and  also  the  resolution  for  the 
payment  of  the  Delegates  fi-om  this  State  to  Congress,  with  a 
paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  for  their 
consideration  and  concurrence;  and  that  he  ako  return  to  that 
House  the  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  the  fiirther  security 
of  the  Government,  with  the  rejection  of  the  Council  thereto. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 
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Wednesday.  June  i8th.  1783. 
The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 

Mr*  Grantham  now  reported  the  delivery  of  the  papers  com- 
mitted to  him,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  orderj 

Capt  MooreVs  general  account,  and  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon,  were  read,  and  some 
amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Mr,  Molleston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  supplementar>^  bill  to  the  act  for  ascertaining 
the  depreciation  of  the  pay  accounts  of  divers  persons  in  the  sev* 
eral  departments  of  the  army,  &c. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  bill  for  preventing  vexatious 
suits,  &c. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  ascertaining  the  depreda- 
tion of  the  pay  accounts  of  divers  persons  in  the  several  depart- 
ments  of  the  army,  &c,,  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  preventing  vexatious  suits,  &c.,  was  read  the  first 
time. 

Mr.  Clayton,  a  member  of  Assembly^  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts 
of  this  State,  and  for  the  more  speedy  and  efTectuaTsettlement  of 
the  same,  together  with  the  several  papers  of  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto  by  both  Houses  at  their  last  sitting,  and  some  ad- 
ditional amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  in  their 
present  meeting,  to  the  said  bill 

Mr,  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the  President,  of  the  13th  instant. 
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The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  erecting  a  tombstone  over  the  grave 
of  Colonel  Haslet. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  respecting  an  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
Capt  Moore's  general  account,  with  a  paper  of  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto  by  the  Council,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  thereon. 

Mr.  Baning  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  June  19th,  1783. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raising  ;^22,500,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Dr.  Clayton,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  delivered  Capt.  James  Moore's  general  account,  with 
the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  agreed  to  by 
the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  Council,  taking  up  the  accounts  of  Capt.  James  Moore 
respecting  the  recruitmg  service  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  whom  they  were  referred,  do  concur  with  the  House  of  As- 
^mbly  in  the  allowance  of  the  same  as  they  stand  stated  in  the 
general  account  thereof;  and  it  is  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  Capt.  Moore  deliver  the  particular  vouchers, 
supporting  the  charges  stated  in  his  general  account  aforesaid,  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  m  order  to  support  a  charge 
against  the  United  States. 

Ordered  also.  That  Capt,  James  Moore  transfer,  by  way  of 
105 
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assignment,  for  the  use  of  the  State,  to  Major  William  Peery,  the 
evidences  and  securities  for  ^£139  ;  5  :  3,  stated,  in  his  account, 
as  outstanding  and  owing  to  the  Delaware  State  from  William 
Polk  and  John  Clowes,  Esquires,  Charles  Williams  and  Foster 
DonnaveUj  exclusive  of  the  sum  of  ^^50  ;  9  :  4^^,  appearing  at 
the  foot  of  the  general  account,  now  exhibited  and  passed  by 
the  General  Assembly;  which  said  sum  of  ;^  139  :  5  13  the  said 
William  Peery  is  hereby  directed  to  receive,  collect  and  pay  over 
to  the  State  Treasurer. 

And  it  is  further 

Ordered^  That  Captain  Moore  be  served  with  a  copy  of  these 

orders. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Polk  return  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  Capt,  Moore,  and  that  he 
deliver  to  that  House  the  resolutions  of  the  Council  respecting 
the  same,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  tlaereof  according  to  order. 

Mr,  Charles  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was 
admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  of  the  Cfouncil 
respecting  Capt.  Moore's  accounts,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  thereto. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  President's  Message 
of  the  r4th  instant,  accompanied  with  a  letter  from  the  Delegates 
of  this  State  in  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  the  back  lands,  now 
laid  their  report  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  report  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order;   the  same  was  read  the  second  time  and 

agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Baning  deliver  the  same  to  the  House  9f 
Assembly,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Baning  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  ascertaining  the  depreda- 
tion of  the  pay  accounts  of  divers  persons  in  the  several  depart- 
ments of  the  army,  &c,,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  sundry 
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amendments  were  proposed,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  trans- 
cribed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  return  the  said  bill,  with  the 
paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Carty,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, made  aft  their  last  sitting,  directing  a  report  of  the  state  of 
the  accounts  between  this  State  and  the  United  States,  with  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  seventy- 
five  pounds  to  Wm.  Peery,  Esq.,  for  public  services  performed. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  7  o'clock. 


Friday,  June  20,  1783. 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  the  additional  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill  for  auditing 
and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State,  and  agreed  thereto,  and 
also  proposed  fiirther  additional  amendments  to  the  said  bill,  by 
inserting  in  the  4th  page  of  the  House  of  Assembly's  transcribed 
bill,  last  line  but  one  and  next  before  the  words  [any  law,  usaee 
or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding],  the  following  worcfc: 
[other  than  for  any  overplus  of  the  specific  sum  directed  to  be 
raised  in  the  annual  tax  acts  occasionea  by  an  excess  of  rate  laid 
to  supply  deficiencies  and  the  charge  of  collection]. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Read  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the 
foregoing  bill,  with  the  additional  amendments  proposed  by  that 
House  agreed  to  by  the  Council,  and  a  fiirther  additional  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Read  reported  the  delivery  thereof,  according  to  order, 
to  the  House  of  Assembly. 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  raisingj  ^^22,500  for  the  service  of  the  year  lyB^, 

was  read  the  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and,  upon  the  motion 
and  question,  **  Whether  the  power  of  collection  shall  be  vested 
in  one  person  in  each  county,  he  to  be  accountable  in  the  Audi- 
tor's office  by  rendering  hh  accounts  there  of  .collection  on  or 
before  the  20th  day  of  January  and  loth  day  of  April  next,  and 
finiUly  accounting  there  on  the  said  loth  day  of  April,  paying  in 
the  meantime  to  the  State  Treasurer,  on  the  ist  days  of  Decem- 
ber and  March  next,  the  several  proportions  directed  to  be  raised 
in  each  county,  thereby  changing  the  mode  of  collection  from 
the  collectors  of  hundreds  and  their  account  and  payment  to  the 
County  Treasurer,  and  by  him  to  the  State  Treasurer/*  the 
Council  determined  in  favor  of  the  question. 

Whereupon  Mr,  William  Polk  required  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  above  question.     They  are  as  follows: 

For  the  question — Messrs,  Read^  Bassett,  Grantham,  and  Ban- 
ing. 

Against  it — Mr.  William  Polk,  and  Mn  Joshua  Polk, 

Then  the  Council  proceeded  in  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  bill,  and  divers  other  amendments  were  proposed,  agreed  to 
and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  con- 
sideration and  concurrence,  together  with  the  said  bill,  by  Mr. 
Bassett;  who  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

Mn  lames,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending. 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  report  of  the  com* 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  upon  the  memorials  of  Capt. 
Moore  and  Doctor  Tilton.  and  the  petition  of  Ginnethan  Harney, 
formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the  Delaware  Regiment,  together  mth  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  issuing  a  certificate  to 
Ginnethan  Harney. 

Mr.  Ridgely,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  raising  ^22,500  for 
the  service  of  the  year  1783,  with  the  paper  of  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto  by  the  Council,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  As- 
sembly except  as  to  their  first  part  of  the  4th  amendment 

Mr*  Davis,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  I  783.  837 

and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  auditing  and  arranging 
the  accounts  of  this  State,  &c. ,  and  the  further  additional  amend- 
ment proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House 
of  Assembly,  together  witn  a  further  amendment  proposed  by  the 
House  of  Assembly  to  the  same  bill;  which,  by  order,  was  read, 
considered  and  agreed  to.  Upon  the  question  being  put,  it  was 
determined  in  Council  unanimously  that  the  blank  in  the  bill  for 
auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State  and  for  the 
more  effectual  settlement  of  the  same,  be  filled  up  with  the  name 
of  Eleazar  McComb,  Enquire. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  as  amended  and  agreed  to,  be  en- 
grossed. 

Mr.  Charles  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was 
admitted  and  returned  the  report  of  the  committee  of  Council  to 
whom  was  referred  the  President's  Message  of  the  14th  June, 
1783,  accompanied  with  a  letter  from  the  Delegates  of  this  State 
on  the  subject  of  the  back  lands,  with  an  amendment  proposed 
thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Molleston,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered an  account  of  James  Booth,  Esquire,  for  public  services 
done,  against  the  Delaware  State,  amounting  to  ;^74  :  12  :  10, 
together  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  pay- 
ment of  £^2\  :  12  :  10,  the  balance  of  the  above  account,  to  the 
said  James  Booth. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  account  of 
Isaac  Carty,  Enquire,  late  Assistant  Commissary  of  Purchases, 
amounting  to  £,l^^^  :  18  14,  together  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  ;^500  to  Isaac  Carty,  Esq. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  preventing  vexatious  suits,  &c.,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 
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Saturday,  June  21,  1783* 

The  Council  met.    Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  bill  for  auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State» 
&€.,  being  engrossed,  was  read,  compared  and  signed  by  the 
Speaker. 

The  Council  now  took  into  consideration  such  of  the  amend- 
ments as  were  proposed  by  them  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
of  Assembly  to  the  bill  for  raising  ;^22,50o  for  the  service  of  the 
present  year,  and  receded  from  all  so  disagreed  to  except  the 
proposed  enacting  clause  in  the  6th  amendment,  to  which  they 
adhered,  and  proposed  a  paper  of  further  amendments  to  tlie 
same  bill,  which  were  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed 
and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  accompanied  with  the  fol- 
lowing message,  drawn  up  at  the  taole,  read  and  agreed  to,  viz : 

Geiitlefnen : 

We  return  your  second  Tax  Bill  for  the  present  year,  with  our 
first  paper  of  amendments,  the  most  material  of  which  you  had 
disagreed  to,  and  you  will  then  discover,  that  the  Council  had 
receded  from  all  those  amendments  so  disagreed  to,  but  the  pro- 
posed enacting  clause  in  the  sixth  amendment,  which  the  Council 
consider  as  necessary  to  be  adopted  upon  the  principles  and  plan 
of  the  Auditor's  Bill,  which  has  received  the  concurrence  of  your 
honorable  House.  We  send  you  also  a  second  paper  of  amend* 
ments  framed  on  the  same  pnnciples,  to  prevent  a  contradiction 
in  the  provision  of  the  two  bills  aforesaid  as  to  the  mode  of  ac- 
counting by  the  respective  County  Treasurers. 

Gentiemen — Be  assured,  that  we  have  withdrawn  those  amend- 
ments relative  to  the  mode  of  collection  and  account  of  the  State- 
tax,  granted  by  this  bill  for  the  year,  not  from  any  alteration  in 
our  sentiments  expressed  in  our  message  to  your  House  of  the 
fourth  of  February  last,  with  respect  to  which  you  have  held  an 
awful  silence.  The  framing  of  this  second  bill  upon  the  plan  of 
the  first,  without  answering  the  reasons  assigned  by  Council  for 
their  proposed  amendments  to  substantial  parts  of  the  bill,  is  a 
mode  of  conducting  business  of  legislation  totally  different  from 
what  the  Council  conceive  to  be  parliamentary',  or  ever  hereto- 
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fore  in  practice  in  this  State,  The  Council  consider  the  delay  of 
your  honorable  House,  in  taking  up  this  subject  of  the  annual 
supplies  so  late  in  the  session,  as  an  apology  to  the  public  and 
themselves,  for  assenting  to  the  continuance  of  a  plan  of  collec- 
tion of  the  State-tax  as  heretofore  used,  apparently  inadequate 
and  unproductive.  As  the  Council  must  either  recede  from  their 
well  founded  and  unanswered  amendments,  or  lose  the  supplies 
for  the  year,  they  have  considered  the  first  as  the  lesser  incon- 
venience, because  temporary,  and  may  be  provided  against  in 
future. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly — We  cannot  here  omit 
taking  notice  of  a  further  striking  fact  in  support  of  our  proposed 
alteration  in  the  plan  of  collection  and  account  of  the  State-tax 
which  has  been  afforded  since  our  former  message  on  this  subject, 
that  is  the  total  silence  of  the  several  persons  to  whom  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  the  thirty-first  January, 
1783,  were  addressed  and  delivered,  respecting  the  collection 
and  account  of  the  State- tax  of  the  year  1781,  particularly  the 
County  Treasurers,  who  were  to  be  the  first  and  principal  actors 
under  those  resolutions,  two  of  whom  are  members  of  your  hon- 
orable House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  said  bill,  with  the  paper  of  further  amendments  proposed 
thereto  by  the  Council,  and  the  foregoing  message;  and  that  he 
also  deliver  the  Auditor's  bill,  engrossed  and  signed  by  the 
Speaker,  with  the  original  bill,  for  comparison,  and  in  order  to 
be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Bassett  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  instructions  proposed  by  the 
Cfouncil  to  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  agreed  to  the  said  proposed  amendment,  and 
the  same,  as  was  agreed  to  by  both  Houses,  are  as  follows: 

Instructions  from  the  General  Assembly  of  Delaware 
TO  THE  Delegates  of  the  said  State  to  the  Congress 
OF  the  United  States  of  America. 

Gentlemen : 

Yours  of  the  eleventh  instant  to  the  President  of  this  State, 
accompanied  with  the  report  of  a  committee  of  Congress  on  the 
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act  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  of  the  second  of  January, 
1 78 1,  respecting^  the  cession  offered  by  that  State  to  the  United 
States,  of  all  the  lands  northwest  of  the  River  Ohio,  was  laid 
before  us,  and  after  full  consideration  and  deliberation  had  upon 
the  premises,  we  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  this  State  is 
justly  entitled  to  a  right,  in  common  with  the  other  members 
of  the  Union,  to  all  that  extensive  tract  of  country  which  lies  to 
the  westward  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  the  property^ 
of  which  was  not  vested  in,  or  granted  to,  individuals  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war;  or  which  hath  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  gained  from  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  native 
Indians,  by  the  blood  and  treasure  of  all,  and  ought  therefore  to 
be  a  common  estate,  to  be  granted  out  on  terms  beneficial  to  the 
United  States, 

We  are  the  more  strongly  impressed  with  these  sentiments, 
because  well  assured,  that  every  idea  held  out  to  the  public,  on 
paper  or  otherwise,  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  was 
diametrically  opposite  to  the  acceptance  by  the  other  States,  of 
the  cession  now  proposed. 

Why  is  this  partial  cession  proposed,  and  that  too,  wonderfully 
fetterred  ? 

The  States  are,  or  are  not,  entitled  to  their  proportional  part 
of  the  lands  in  dispute.  If  entitled,  then  the  accepting  of  what 
is  proposed  is,  must  and  will  be  hereafter,  consiaered  a  dear 
dereliction  of  their  right  to  the  residue. 

We  apprehend  the  considering  of  these  lands  as  the  now  in* 
disputable  right  of  the  United  States  in  common,  and  hereafter 
to  be  granted  out  on  terms  beneficial  to  the  whole,  Is  so  plainly 
consistent  with  justice  and  so  indispensibly  essential  to  the  future 
peace  and  welfare  of  the  Union,  that  we  feel  ourselves  not  a  little 
alarmed  at  such  a  seeming  disinclination,  which  too  evidently 
appears  in  our  sister  State,  in  giving  up  what  justice  so  loudly 
demands  from  her. 

We  judge  this  business  to  be  of  the  first  magnitude-^eeply 
interesting  to  us  and  our  posterity;  and  for  cogent  reasons,  we 
conceive  no  time  should  be  lost  in  bringing  it  to  a  conclusion; 
and  we  expect  and  desire,  that  you  will  positively  assert  the  claim 
of  this  State,  in  common  with  the  other  States,  to  all  the  lands  to 
the  westward  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  as  above  ex- 
pressed. 
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And  that  if  any  particular  doubts  or  difficulties  present  them- 
selves to  vour  minds  on  the  above  question,  supposm^  the  ground 
thereof  should  be  changed,  or  on  any  other  question  of  great 
moment  agitated,  or  likely  to  be  soon  controverted  in  Congress, 
you  will  communicate  them  fully  to  the  President  of  this  State, 
that  he  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of  convening 
the  Legislature  and  taking  their  sense  thereon  for  your  further 
direction. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  erecting  a  tombstone  over  the  grave  of  Col. 
Haslet,  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  concurred 
in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Wednesday,  A.  M.,  June  18,  1783. 

*'The  House  having  taken  into  consideration  that  part  of  the 
"message  from  his  Excellency,  the  President,  of  the  thirteenth 
''instant,  recommending  that  something  monumental  be  erected 
'*at  the  place  of  interment  of  the  body  of  Colonel  John  Haslet, 
*'  who  nobly  fell  in  the  defence  of  the  freedom  of  America, 

'^Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Congress  be 
**  empowered  to  cause  a  tombstone  to  be  erected  over  the  grave 
"  of  Uie  deceased,  at  the  expense  of  this  State,  with  such  inscrip- 
'  *  tion  thereon  as  they  shall  think  proper,  expressive  of  the  high 
'  *  esteem  this  State  entertains  for  the  memory  of  that  worthy 
''citizen  and  patriot;  and  that  the  President  be  empowered  to 
"draw  his  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  any  sum  not  exceed- 
"  ing  twenty  pounds  to  defray  the  expense  thereof 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly, 
"Sent  for  concurrence.'* 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  founded  on  the  re*- 
port  of  the  Committee  of  Accounts  on  the  accounts  of  Peter 
White,  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  by  order, 
106 
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The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of 
£j^  to  Wm.  Peery,  Esq.,  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

On  morion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  the  payment  of  ^^24  :  12  :  10  to  Jas.  Booth, 
Esquire,  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  issuing  a  certificate  to  Ginnethan  Harney, 

was  read  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  W.  Polk  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  several  foregoing  resolutions,  concurred  in  severally  by  the 
Council,  together  with  the  several  accounts  on  which  the  said 
resolutions  are  respectively  founded;  and  that  he  also  deliver  to 
that  House  the  instructions  of  the  Council  to  the  Delegates  in 
Congress,  with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  the  House 
of  Assembly  agreed  to  by  the  Council 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

Mr  James,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  appointing  a  committee  to 
adjust  the  Loan  Office  accounts  of  Kent  so  far  as  respects  Mr. 
Vining's  estate. 

The  same  m ember  also  delivered  a  resolution  for  the  payment 
of  j^2oo  to  James  Adams,  printer,  accompanied  with  his  petirion. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  resolution  for  ascertaining 
the  allowance  to  the  Delegates  to  Congress,  founded  on  the  reso- 
lutions  of  the  last  sitting,  as  amended  by  Council  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution 
appointing  commissioners  for  establishing  the  line  of  jurisdic- 
tion, &c. 

Mr.  Clayton,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  direcring  the  State  Treasurer  to 
discharge  the  balance  due  on  Robert  Morns',  Esq.,  bond. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The    resolution  appointing  a  committee  to  adjust  the   Loan 
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Office  accounts  of  Kent  County  so  for  as  respects  Mr.  Vining^s 
estate,  &c.,  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

And  thereupon  the  Council  have  appointed,  on  their  part,  John 
Cook,  E^q.,  to  join  with  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly in  the  business  above  mentioned. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  petition  of  James  Adams,  printer,  and  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of  ;^200  to  the  said  Jas. 
Adams,  were  read  and  concurred  m. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  for  ascertaining  the  allowance  to  the  Delegates 
in  Congress,  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 

**  In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 

•'  Saturday,  June  21,  1783. 

**  Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  allowance  to  the  Dele- 
* '  gates,  from  this  State  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
**  America,  be  fixed  and  ascertainecf,  and  that  a  regular  represen- 
'*  tation  of  this  State  in  Congress  be  kept  up  in  future;  therefore 

''Resolved,  That  each  of  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Con- 
**gress,  for  the  present  year,  be  allowed  the  sum  ol  four  dollars 
''per  day y  for  every  day  they  attend  in  Congress;  provided  that 

*  *  such  attendance  be  regular,  so  that  a  representation  be  kept  up 
**  in  Congress. 

" Resolved  also,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  of 
*'this  State,  upon  each  Delegate's  producing  an  account  of  his 
**  monthly  attendance  as  aforesaid,  be  and  he  hereby  is  author- 
* '  ized  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer,  indorsed  on  such 
**  account,  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  which  account,  order 

*  *  and  receipt,  shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  Treasurer  in 
''settlement  of  his  account. 

"JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly. 

"  Sent  for  concurrence.'* 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  appointing  commissioners  for  establishing  the 
line  of  jurisdiction,  &c.,  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows: 
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In  the  House  of  Assembly. 

**  Thursday,  P,  M.,  June  19,  1785. 


**On  motion » 


''Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  the  Congress 
"of  the  United  States*  for  the  time  being,  or  any  tu'O  of  tnem, 
'"be  and  are  hereby  appointed  Commissioners,  on  the  part  of  this 
'  *  State»  to  join  with  such  Commissioners  as  are,  or  may  be  ap- 
**  pointed  by  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  for  the 
*' purpose  of  settling  and  establishing  the  line  of  Jurisdiction  be- 
' '  tween  Delaware,  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  and  for  ascer- 
' '  taining  and  establishing  the  right  of  this  State  to  the  islands  in 
* '  the  Bay  and  River  oi  Delaware. 

**JAS.  BOOTH,  Cr  k  of  Assembly, 

'*  Sent  for  concurrence/* 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  directing  the  State  Treasurer  to  discharge  the 
balance  due  on  Robert  Morns',  Elsq..  bond,  was  read  and  con- 
curred in. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the  payment  of 
j^Soo  to  Isaac  Carty,  Esq,,  was  read  and  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  return  the  several  foregoing 
resolutions  (except  the  last  mentioned,  which  was  disagreed  to), 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  respectively  thereto, 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Charles  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  arranging  the 
accounts  of  this  State,  with  the  original. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  bill  for  raising  jf  22,500 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1783;  the  supplementary  act  to  the 
act  for  ascertaining  the  pay  accounts  of  divers  persons  in  the 
several  departments  of  the  army,  &c. ;  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
Delegates  of  the  Delaware  State  to  ratify  the  alteration  of  the  8th 
Article  of  the  Confederation,  &c. ;  the  bill  for  repealing  part  of 
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an  act  for  ascertaining  the  allowance  to  the  members  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  &c. ;  the  bill  to  invest  Congress  with  the  power 
to  levy  duties  upon  all  goods,  &c. ;  and  also  the  bill  for  repealing 
part  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  prevent  the  sales  of  lands, 
goods,  &c.,  by  virtue  of  executions,**  respectively  engrossed  and 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  toeether  with 
a  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  said  bills,  and  a 
message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  foregoing  jpills  were  read,  compared,  and  ordered  to  be 
respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council;  which  was 
accordingly  done. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  seven  laws  passed 
the  2ist  June,  1783,  was  read,  concurred  in,  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 

*'  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

**  Saturday,  June  21,  1783. 
'*  On  motion, 

''Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
**  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to  the  following  laws,  to  wit : 

*'  I.  'An  act  to  invest  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  with 
'  *  the  power  to  levy  duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
"  dise  imported  into  this  State  from  l^yond  the  seas,  for  a  limited 
"time,  and  to  establish  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  interest 
'*  arising  on  the  public  debt;* 

**2.  *An  act  for  repealing  part  of  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for 
'  *  ascertaining  the  allowance  to  members  of  the  General  Assem- 
* '  bly ,  and  for  other  purposes,  *  passed  at  New  Castle,  the  twelfth 
'*  day  of  February f  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one;* 

''3.  'An  act  to  authorize  the  Dele^tes  of  the  Delaware  State 
"to  subscribe  and  ratify  the  alteration  of  part  of  the  Eighth 
*'  Article  of  the  Confederation  and  perpetual  Union  between  the 
*  *  United  States  of  America,  as  agreed  to  in  Congress  on  the 
*'  eighteenth  day  of  April  last;* 

"4.    *  An  act  for  the  repeal  of  part  of  an  act  entitled  *An  act 
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'  •  to  prevent  the  sales  of  lands,  goods»  and  chattels,  by  virtue  of 
"execution,  in  certain  cases,  for  a  limited  time,  and  for  other 
**  purposes;* 

*V5.  'An  act  for  the  auditiiig  and  arranging  the  accounts  of 
"this  State,  and  for  the  more  effectual  settlement  of  the  same;* 

"6.  'A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  ascertaining 
"the  depreciation  of  the  pay  accounts  of  divers  persons  in  the 
"several  departments  of  the  army  who  are  credited  to  this  State 
"as  part  of  the  quota  of  the  land  forces  thereof,  and  for  other 
'*  purposes;' 

"7.  *An  act  for  raising;  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred 
"  pounds  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
**and  eighty-three/ 

"JAMES  BOOTH,  CV  k  of  Assemhly. 

"  Sent  for  concurrence." 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assem* 
biy  for  the  payment  of  ^29  to  the  President,  with  an  order, 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  also  an  order  in  favor  of  James  Adams,  printer,  for 
j^20o,  signed  as  above. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  resolution  for  the  payment  of  ^29  to  the  President,  was 
read,  concurred  in,  and  is  in  these  words,  vxt : 

*•  In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

"  Saturday,  June  21,  1783. 

"On  motion, 

''Resolved^  That  his  Excellency,  the  President,  be  allowed  the 
'^sum  of  twenty-nine  pounds  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  hia 
'  *  expenses  during  his  attendance  on  the  General  Assembly  a| 

'  *  the  present  sessions. 

'J  AS.  BOOTH,  Cr  k  af  Assembly. 

* '  Sent  for  concurrence*  *  * 
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Whereupon  the  order  above  mentioned,  in  favor  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  that  in  favor  of  James  Adams,  were  respectively  signed 
by  the  Speaker. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the 
foregoing  bills,  respectively  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Coun- 
cil, together  with  the  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the 
said  buls,  and  the  resolution  for  the  payment  of  £^2^  :  o  :  o  to  the 
President,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  severally  thereto. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  delivery  according  to  order. 

Then  the  Council  took  into  consideration  the  per  diem  wages 
and  mileage  of  their  Members  and  Clerk,  incurred  at  their  pre- 
sent meeting,  and  the  following  accoimts  were  allowed,  viz  : 

To  the  Hon.  John  Cook,  Esq.,  Speaker,  No.  i. 
To  George  Read,  Esq.,  No.  2,  .    , 
To  Isaac  Grantham,  Esq.,  No.  3,  , 
To  John  Baning,  Esq.,  No.  4,    .   . 
To  Richard  Bassett,  Esq.,  No.  5, 
To  Joshua  Polk,  Esq.,  No.  6,    .    . 
To  William  Polk,  Esq.,  No.  7,  .    . 
To  Benjamin  Vining,  as  Clerk  of  the  Council,  No.  8, 
To  Mrs.  Eliza  Battell,  for  the  hire  of  her  room.  No. 
9, 


27 

II  0 

18 

136 

20 

96 

17 

10  0 

21 

176 

19 

2  0 

12 

10  6 

2.S 

2  6 

500 


£  167  16  6 


Whereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  draw  orders  on  the  State  Treasurer 
in  favor  of  the  respective  persons  above  mentioned  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  sums  annexed  to  their  names  respectively. 

Which  was  accordingly  done. 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  to  the  30th  day  of  September 
next. 
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MEMBERS'   NAMES. 


NEW  CASTLE  COUNTY : 
Isaac  Grantham,    George  Read,    Thomas  McDonough. 

KENT  COUNTY : 
Richard  Bassett,  John  Baning,  CiESAR  Rodney,  Speaker. 

SUSSEX  COUNTY : 
William  Polk,  John  Collins,  Joshua  Polk. 


VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Legislative  Council  for  the  Delaware  State, 
held  at  Dover,  for  the  said  State,  on  Monday,  the  20th  day  of 
October,  Anno  Domini,  1783, 

A  sufficient  number  of  the  members  not  having  met  to  form 
a  quorum  on  that  day,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until 
Saturday,  the  25th  of  the  same  month,  when  these  appeared,  as 
follows: 

For  New  Castle  County  —  Isaac  Grantham,  George  Read, 
Thomas  McDonough. 

For  Kent  County — Richard  Bassett,  John  leaning,  Caesar  Rod- 
ney. 

And  the  said  members  being  so  met  in  Council,  certain  inden- 
tures, certifying  the  election  o?  Thomas  McDonough,  a  member 
of  the  Council  tor  the  County  of  New  Castie,  and  Caesar  Rodney, 
a  member  of  the  Council  for  the  County  of  Kent,  were  respec- 
tively produced  and  read,  whereby  it  appeared  to  the  Council 
that  they  were  severally  duly  elected  to  represent  the  said  Coun- 
ties as  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Delaware  State, 
at  the  last  annual  election  neld  in  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and 
Kent,  on  the  first  day  of  this  instant,  October,  for  three  years 
next  ensuing  the  said  election. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  the 
Honorable  Caesar  Rodney,  Esquire,  was  unanimously  chosen. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Clerk,  and  a 
letter  from  Benjamin  Vining,  Esq.,  the  late  Clerk,  being  read, 
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mentioning  his  desire  to  decline  that  service,  James  Sykes,  Esq., 
was  unanimously  chosen  Clerk  of  this  House. 

On  motion,   the  Council  adjourned  to  Monday  morning,   10 
o'clock. 


Monday,  27th  October,  A.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members  who  appeared  on  Sat- 
urday last. 

The  Speaker,  in  the  Chair,  took  the  oath  prescribed  b^  the 
Constitution,  and  subscribed  the  declaration  of  faith  therein  re- 
quired, and  Thomas  McDonough,  Esquire,  took  the  said  oath 
and  subscribed  the  declaration.* 

Tames  Sykes,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  took  the  said  oath  and 
subscribed  the  declaration,  and  also  took  the  oath  of  office.* 

William  Polk,  Esq. ,  a  member  of  Council  for  Sussex  County, 
appeared  in  the  House  and  took  his  seat. 

Joshua  Polk,  Esc^uire,  also  appeared  in  the  House,  and  at  the 
same  time  was  delivered  to  the  Chair  an  indenture,  certifying 
that  the  said  Joshua  Polk,  in  the  said  indenture  returned  by  the 
Sheriff,  Inspectors  and  Freeholders  of  Sussex  County,  was  elect- 
ed in  the  present  year  for  said  county  by  a  majority  of  such  votes 
as  the  Inspectors  of  the  several  hundreds  in  the  said  county  of 
Sussex,  or  a  majority  of  them,  adjudged  to  be  legal  votes. 

On  motion,  ordered  to  be  left  under  consideration  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Bassett  prays  leave  of  absence,  to  attend  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Sussex  County,  for  a  few  days,  which  is  granted. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


*See  notes  on  pages  10  and  11. 
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Tuesday,  28th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.  All  the  members  present  who  attended  yester- 
day, except  Mr.  Bassett 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  sundry  petitions  and  remon- 
strances, signed  by  a  niunber  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sussex 
County,  and  one  petition,  signed  by  a  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Kent  County,  delivered  him  by  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Assembly,  complaining  of  irregulanty  in  conducting  the  last 
annual  elections  in  those  counties. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  same  be  read;  which  was  done 
accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  petition  from  Kent  Counljr 
was  read  a  second  time.  The  whole  referred  to  further  consia- 
eration. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petitions  last 
mentioned,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  ordered  that  sub- 
poenas shall  issue  for  James  Raymond,  Esq.,  Col.  Charles  Pope, 
James  Vandyke,  Joseph  Meredith,  William  Pope,  Benj.  Stout, 
William  Jordon,  Thomas  Collins,  Esquire,  John  Clayton,  Esq., 
James  Newnam,  Joseph  Harper,  Thomas  Skillington,  Samuel 
Freeman,  Geo.  McCall,  Josepn  Taylor,  Henry  Gilder  and  Curtis 
Crumpton,  commanding  their  appearance  before  this  House  on 
Tuesday,  the  fourth  day  of  November  next,  to  be  examined 
touching  the  complaint  exhibited  in  the  said  petition  from  Kent 
County,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  said  petition  be  made  out  by  the 
Clerk  and  delivered  to  John  Clayton,  Esquire,  High  Sheriff; 

Ordered  also.  That  subpoenas  shall  issue  for  such  persons  whose 
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names  are  written  on  the  back  of  the  petitions  and  remonstrances 
from  Sussex  County,  to  wit:  Rhodes  Shankland,  Esquire*  John 
Wiltbank,  Esq*,  Thomas  Duncan  (Constable),  Thomas  Higman, 
Richard  Hays,  Thomas  Fisher,  |r.,  John  Burton,  son  of  Benja- 
min, Zadock  Lindal,  Charles  Polk,  Francis  Johnston,  Alexander 
Laws,  Esq.,  David  Folk,  Esq.,  John  Laws,  Esq.,  Evan  Mclvan, 
William  Sharp,  Ely  Spicer,  Doct.  Clement  Polk,  Seth  Griffith* 
Nathaniel  Waller  and  Benjamin  Burton;  and  also  for  such  per* 
sons  as  were  judges  and  clerks  at  the  election  of  that  County, 
to  wit:  Richard  Hayes,  Junior,  John  Willis,  Joseph  BradleVi 
Levin  Vaug^hn,  John  Bacon,  Robert  Stephenson,  Peter  Marsh, 
Somerset  Dickinson,  Jonathan  Nottingham  and  Mills  Harney, 
commanding  their  attendance,  respectively,  before  this  House 
on  Thursday,  the  sixth  of  November  next,  to  be  examined  and 
answer  touching  the  complaints  represented  in  said  petitions  and 
remonstrances  from  said  county;  and  that  one  copy  of  a  petition 
and  one  of  a  remonstrance  be  made  out  by  the  Clerk  and  sent 
into  that  county. 


Ordered,  That 
tioned. 


Mr.  Speaker  sign  the  subpoenas  above  men- 


Ordered  also,  That  Mr.  Speaker  issue  subpcenas  for  such 
persons  as  may  be  wanted  to  attend  and  give  evidence  on  the 
mvestigation  of  the  subject  matter  of  the  above  petitions  con- 
cerning  the  elections  of  those  counties,  upon  application  made 
to  him  by  any  person  or  persons  concerned  for  that  purpose, 
returnable,  those  for  Kent  on  Tuesday,  the  fourth  of  November 
next,  or  the  day  following;  those  for  Sussex  on  Thursday,  the 
sixth  of  the  same  month,  or  any  day  following  in  that  week. 

Then  the  Council  appointed  James  Newnam  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
and  ordered  that  Mr.  Speaker  shall  appoint  a  Deputy,  to  act  in 
his  stead,  in  case  of  necessary  absence. 

Adjourned  to  Tuesday,  4th  November,  at  10  o'clock  in  the 

mornmg. 
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Tuesday,  November  4th,  A.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment  All  the  members 
present,  except  Messrs.  Bassett,  Wm.  Polk,  and  Collins. 

On  motion,  ordered 

That  the  doors  of  this  House  shall  be  set  open  during  the 
inquiry  into  the  validity  of  the  elections  of  Kent  and  Sussex. 

On  motion,  ordered 

That  the  several  depositions  and  examination  of  witnesses  that 
shall  appear  before  this  House  concerning  the  said  elections  shall 
be  taken  in  writing  by  the  Clerk. 

James  Newnam  appointed  Doorkeeper  during  the  present 
sitting. 

The  several  subpoenas  issued  for  sundry  persons  in  the  County 
of  Kent,  therein  mentioned,  were  now  returned  by  Stephen 
Alston,  Deputy  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  by  him  duly  certified 
that  he  had  served  them  upon  each  person  respectively. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  and  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  such  wit- 
nesses as  appeared  who  were  signers  of  the  petition  concerning 
the  election  of  Kent  County,  and  took  the  same  in  writing, 
agreeable  to  the  above  order. 

On  motion,  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  November  5th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members  who  appeared  yester- 
day, and  resumed  the  examination  of  witnesses,  and  made  some 
progress  therein,  and  adjourned  till  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met. 

Mr.  William  Polk,  a  member  of  Council,  appeared  in  the 
House,  and  made  an  apologv  for  his  non-attendance  at  the  first 
meeting  of  this  House,  whicn  was  accepted. 

The  House  continued  the  examination  of  witnesses  on  the  pe- 
tition from  Kent  County. 

Mr.  Collins,  a  member  of  Coimcil,  appeared  in  the  House  and 
took  his  seat. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  6th  November,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Bassett,  who  had  been  absent  during  the  present  sitting  of 
the  House  at  Sussex  Supreme  Court,  now  gave  the  reasons  for 
his  not  sooner  attending,  which  were  accepted. 

The  several  subpoenas  issued  for  sundry  persons  of  the  County 
of  Sussex,  therein  mentioned,  were  returned  to  this  House  by 
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James  Newnam,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  by  him  duly  certified 
that  he  had  served  them  upon  each  person  respectively. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

Seven  petitions,  signed  by  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Kent  County,  complaining  ofthe  violent  proceedings  of  some 
persons  at  the  last  general  election  in  carrying  off  the  box  con- 
taining the  votes  then  remaining  to  be  read  at  one  of  the  polls, 
were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Council  then  proceeded  to  examine  witnesses  from  Sussex 
County  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  general  election  of  that 
County,  and  made  some  progress  therein. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  7th  November,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Continued  the  examination  of  witnesses  from  Sussex  County 
on  the  petitions  presented  to  Council  from  that  county,  and  made 
some  progress  therein. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P,  M. 

Council  met  and  went  into  the  same  inquiry. 
Adjourned  till  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  8th  November,  A.  M. 

Council  met    Present  all  the  members. 

Continued  the  examination  of  witnesses  from  Sussex  County* 

The  question  was  put,  after  the  subject  was  debated,  whether 
Isaac  Conway,  a  person  who  had  been  indicted  for  high  treason 
in  the  County  of  Sussex,  and  afterwards  pardoned  by  an  act  of 
Assembly  for  the  relief  of  divers  persons  concerned  in  the  late 
insurrection  in  said  county,  passed  November  4th,  1780,  should 
be  admitted  to  give  evidence  to  Council  upon  the  subject  matter 
of  the  election  of  that  county,  the  said  person  having  complied 
with  the  terms  of  said  act,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  should  be  entered  on  that 
question,  it  was  ordered  accordingly,  and  they  are  as  foible's,  vir: 

For  the  affirmative  —  George  Read,  Richard  Bassett»  John 
Baning»  Thomas  M c Don ough,  Isaac  Grantham. 

For  the  negative — ^William  Polk,  John  Collins. 

Council  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  loth  November,  A-  M. 

Council  met  Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr,  Polk  and 
Mr.  Collins,  and  continued  the  examination  of  witnesses  from 
Sussex  County, 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met     Same  members  appeared  as  in  the  morning. 

Continued  the  examination  of  witnesses  from  Sussex  County. 

Mr.  William  Polk  appeared,  represented  to  the  House  that 
one  of  his  children  was  very  ill,  which  had  occasioned  his  delay, 
and  hoped  the  excuse  of  the  House  for  that  reason.  He  is  there- 
fore excused. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  nth  Nov.,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Continued  the  examination  of  witnesses  from 
Sussex  County. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.  Continued  the  examination  of  witnesses  from 
Sussex  County. 

Mr.  Joshua  Polk  was  now  admitted  to  take  and  subscribe  the 
oath  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  and  to  take  his  seat  in 
Council  as  a  sitting  member  until  Council  shall  decide  upon  the 
legality  of  the  election  for  the  County  of  Sussex. 

Council  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Wednesday,  12th  November,  A.  M. 
CouncS  met     Present  all  the  members. 
Continued  the  examination  of  witnesses  from  Sussex  County. 
Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Post  Meridian. 
Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 
Proceeded  to  examine  witnesses  from  Sussex  County. 
Council  adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  13th  November,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  same  members  as  before. 

On  motion,  that  Council  go  into  the  consideration  of  the  Kent 
petition  at  4  o'clock  this  afternoon,  it  was  thereto  agreed. 

Adjourned  until  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  petition  from  Kent  County  respecting  the  annual  election 
of  that  county,  and  the  testimony  respecting  the  same,  was  taken 
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into  consideration,  and  the  debate  upon  the  same  was  further 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Council  adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Friday,  November  14,  A.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  adjourned  to 
3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

And  now  the  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petition 
from  Kent  Countv,  praying  that  the  election  had  on  the  nrst  day 
of  October  last  snould  be  set  aside,  together  with  the  testimony 
produced  and  heard  by  the  Council  to  the  same  election. 

And  thereupon  the  Council  resolved  unanimously  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

1.  That  no  evidence  whatsoever  hath  been  given  to  support 
the  charge  that  one  of  the  Inspectors  changed  a  vote  delivered  to 
him  by  an  elector. 

2.  That  no  evidence  hath  been  given  that  any  Inspector  did 
swear  that  such  particular  men  should  be  carried,  but  one  in- 
spector, to  wit:  Samuel  Wilson,  of  Duck  Creek  Hundred,  did 
imprudently  say  that  a  parcel  of  tickets  which  he  held  in  his  hand 
should  or  would  go,  declaring  they  were  good  whig  votes.  That 
said  Wilson  was  m  liquor  at  time. 

3.  That  as  to  the  charge  that  a  number  of  non -jurors  and  per- 
sons otherwise  disqualified  to  vote  were  admitted  to  vote,  it  ap- 
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pears,  by  the  testimony  of  Joseph  Meredith ^  that  a  James  Max* 
well  should  have  told  hini  that  he  had  voted  though  he  had  not 
taken  the  oath  of  fidelity;  and  that  it  further  appears  as  well  by 
the  said  inspector  Wilson's  testimony  as  also  by  his  list  of  voters 
at  the  said  election  that  he  (Wilson)  received  Maxwell's  vote  as 
a  good  vote,  that  Maxwell^  although  summoned  to  attend  the 
Council,  hath  neglected  so  to  do  for  the  ascertainment  of  the 
feet  of  his  being  a  non-juror,  but  that  no  other  testimony  was 
given  of  admitting  other  non-jurors  or  other  disqualified  persons 
to  vote. 

4.  That  no  evidence  whatsoever  hath  been  given  of  adminis- 
tering the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  State  to  any  disaffected  persons 
on  the  morning  of  the  election, 

5.  That  it  appears  by  the  evidence  that  about  one  or  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  October  last,  while  the  judges 
of  the  election  were  employed  in  reading  off  the  receivecf  votes 
out  of  the  box  into  which  all  the  votes  had  been  put  and  mbted, 
a  person  by  the  name  of  Conner  did  forcibly  take  and  carry  off 
the  said  box  containing  in  it  the  remaining  uncounted  votes  or 
tickets. 

6.  That  it  appears  by  the  evidence  that  one  of  the  polls  or  tal- 
lies, kept  by  John  Pearce  (one  of  the  appointed  clerks)  contain- 
ing the  number  of  votes  for  Counsellor  and  Assemblymen  vf9B 
taken  up  by  Judge  Collins  and  saved  from  an  attempt  made  by  a 
James  Frazer  to  seize  it  That  the  same  was  in  Judge  Collins* 
sole  possession  for  about  ten  minutes,  after  which  he  delivered  it 
to  the  Sheriff  and  inspectors.  That  the  other  poll  for  Counsellor 
and  Assemblymen  was  in  the  sole  possession  of  the  Sheriff^  he 
taking  up  from  Mr.  Stout,  the  other  clerk,  upon  the  seizing  and 
carr>qng  off  the  box.  That  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  polls  or 
tallies  kept  of  the  votes  for  the  candidates  for  Sheriflf  and  Coron- 
er* s  office  was  taken  up  and  secured  by  George  Cummins,  the 
under-Sheriflf,  and  by  him  immediately  delivered  to  the  Sheriff. 
That  the  other  poll  or  tally  for  Sheriflf  and  Coroner  was  seized 
and  carried  off  by  a  certain  Isaac  Griffin,  of  Duck  Creek  Hun- 
dred. That  upon  the  examination  and  comparison  immediately 
made  after  the  return  of  Judge  Collins  of  the  two  polls  or  tallies 
for  Counsellor  and  Assemblymen  the  number  tallied  off  in  each 
of  these  two  polls  corresponded. 

7.  That  it  appears,  as  well  by  verbal  testimony  as  by  the  UalB 
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and  tallies  kept  by  the  clerks  appointed  for  that  purpose,  that 
the  whole  number  of  the  votes  or  tickets  receivea  at  the  said 
election,  put  into  the  said  general  box,  amounted  to  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  and  the  number  of  the  said  tickets  read  off  from 
the  said  box  amounted  to  six  hundred  and  sixty-seven. 

8.  That  it  appears  hy  the  tesiimonv  and  lists  last  aforesaid,  as 
also  bv  the  SherifT's,  mspectors*  ana  freeholders'  indenture,  re- 
turned to  this  House,  that  Caesar  Rodney,  Esquire,  the  candidate 
for  the  vacant  seat,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  in  this  present  year, 
and  the  returned  member,  had  six  hundred  and  sixty-five  votes 
of  the  said  number  so  read  off. 

9.  That  it  appears  by  the  evidence  that  the  other  two  votes 
were  for  persons  ineligible,  to  wit:  Thomas  ColKns,  Esquire, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  Richard  Bassett,  Es- 
quire, already  a  member  of  this  House. 

10.  That  it  appears  by  the  evidence  that  several  persons' 
names,  annexed  to  the  said  petition,  particulalry  those  01  Samuel 
Griffin,  Enoch  Jones  and  Alexander  Worknot,  were  not  subscri- 
bed by  themselves  or  by  their  order. 

11.  That  it  appears  by  the  evidence  that  Isaac  Griffin,  whose 
name  is  annexed  to  the  said  petition,  conducted  himself  in  a  very 
unbecoming,  disorderly  manner  durino;  the  time  the  said  votes 
were  reading  off,  in  the  presence  of  me  judges  of  the  election, 
and  from  his  conduct  immediately  on  Conner's  taking  the  box, 
induce  the  Council  to  believe  he  was  privy  to  Conner's  intention 
of  taking  it. 

12.  That  it  appears  by  the  evidence  that  one  other  of  the 
petitioners,  Thomas  Cummerford,  had  knowledge  of  such  an 
attempt  being  to  be  made,  before  it  was  carried  into  execution. 

And  thereupon  it  was  unanimously  adjudged  by  the  Council 
that  Caesar  Rodney,  Esquire,  the  returned  member  of  this  House 
for  the  County  of  Kent,  this  present  year,  was  duly  elected. 

On  motion,  ordered 

That  the  consideration  of  the  petition  and  remonstrance,  com- 
plaining of  irregularity  in  conducting  the  last  general  election  of 
Sussex  County,  be  taken  up  at  the  meeting  of  Council  to-morrow 
morning. 

Council  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Saturday,  November  15th,  A,  M, 

Council  met     Present  all  the  members. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Council  went  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  and  remonstrance  concerning  the  irreg- 
ularity of  conducting  the  last  general  election  of  Sussex  County, 
and  praying  that  writs  for  holding  a  new  election  in  that  county 
may  be  directed,  or  such  other  measures  for  restoring  the  just 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  preserving  tliem  forever  invio- 
late, redressing  their  present  and  preventing  future  grievances^ 
as  may  be  most  conducive  and  effectual  to  that  important  end» 
and  after  some  time  spent  thereon »  adjourned  to  three  o* clock 
this  afternoon. 


Eg  DEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Joshua 

Polk. 

And  now  tlie  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petition 
and  remonstrance  from  Sussex  County,  together  with  the  testi- 
mony produced  and  heard  by  the  Council  relative  to  the  last 
general  election  held  for  that  county,  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein, 

On  motion,  the  following  questions  were  put,  viz: 

1,  Whether  the  fact  alleged  in  the  petition  from  Sussex,  com- 
plaining tliat  the  petitioners,  who  had  lately  taken  the  oath  of 
fidelity  to  the  State,  producing  a  voucher  to  the  Justice  at  the 
time,  were  refused  to  vote  at  the  general  election^  for  that  the 
vouchers  had  not  been  sworn*  appears  to  be  proved  to  the  satis- 
faction of  this  House  ? 

Passed  in  the  affirmative  unanimously. 

2.  Whether  the  Inspectors  refusing  the  said  votes  were  war* 

ranted  by  law  in  so  doing? 

Passed  in  the  negative. 
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On  motion,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  should  be  entered  on  this 
question,  it  was  ordered  accordingly,  and  they  are  as  follows,  viz: 

For  the  affirmaHve — Mr.  William  Polk,  Mr.  Collins. 

For  the  negative — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr. 
McDonough,  Mr.  Grantham. 

3.  Whether  the  fact  alleged  in  the  said  petition,  that  some  of 
the  said  Inspectors  refused  the  votes  of  persons  under  age  at  the 
time  of  passing  the  law  for  the  further  security  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  May,  1778,  and  who  had  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity  to 
the  State  after  three  months  from  their  coming  of  age,  without 
producing  a  voucher,  appears  to  be  proved  ? 

Passed  in  the  affirmative  unanimously. 

4.  Whether  such  Inspectors  were  warranted  by  law  in  so 
doing? 

Passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question  ordered: 

For  the  affirmative — Mr.  Collins. 

For  the  negative — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Bas- 
sett, Mr.  McDonough,  Mr  Grantham. 

Quest,  1st.  Respecting  the  remonstrance  from  Sussex  County : 
Whether  the  fact  alleged  in  the  remonstrance  from  Sussex  Coun- 
ty, complaining  that  a  number  of  officers  and  soldiers,  lately  in 
the  pay  of  the  Continent,  and  also  one  of  the  Inspectors  and  his 
clerk,  appeared  at  the  general  election  with  swords,  bayonets  and 
clubs,  and  that  said  officers  and  soldiers  uttered  many  menacing 
speeches  to  terrify  the  electors,  and  actually  committed  a  most 
violent  and  outrageous  riot  in  beating  and  abusing  several  per- 
sons, and  also  in  beating  and  abusing  a  Constable,  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  office,  who  commanded  the  peace,  and  others,  by 
means  whereof  many  electors  rode  out  of  town  without  voting, 
appears  to  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  House  ? 

Passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question  be 
taken: 
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For  the  affirfnativc — Mr.  Read,  Mr,  Baning,  Mr,  Bassett,  Mr, 

McDonough,  Mr.  Grantham. 

Far  the  negative — Mr.  William  Polk,  Mr.  Collins. 

2d.  Whether  the  fact  alleeed  in  the  said  remonstrance  that 
several  boys  and  persons  under  age  were  permitted  to  vote  at 
the  said  election,  appears  to  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  this 
House  ? 

Passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question  ordered: 

For  the  affirtnative — Mr,  Read,  Mr  Baning,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr, 

McDonougTi,  Mr.  Grantham. 

For  the  negative-— Mv.  William  Polk,  Mr.  Collins. 

3d.  Whether  the  fact  alleged  in  the  said  remonstrance  that 
some  persons,  who  had  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity  lately,  by  pro* 
ducing  a  voucher  to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  without  the  voucher 
being  first  sworn,  were  permitted  to  vote  at  said  election,  and 
others*  who  had  taken  the  said  oath  of  fidelity  in  the  same 
manner,  were  not  permitted  to  vote,  appears  to  be  proved  to 
the  satisfaction  of  tnis  House ? 

Passed  in  the  affirmative* 

On  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question  ordered: 

Far  the  offirmaHve — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr. 

McDonough,  Mr.  Grantham. 

For  the  negative — Mr.  William  Polk,  Mr.  Collins. 

4th.  Whether  the  fact  alleged  in  the  said  remonstrance  that 
some  persons,  who  were  under  age  at  the  time  of  making  the 
law  for  the  further  security  of  the  Government,  and  had  taken 
the  oath  of  fidelit}^  after  the  expiration  of  three  months  from  the 
time  of  their  coming  of  age,  were  permitted  to  vote  at  the  said 
election,  and  others,  circumstanced  m  the  same  manner,  were  not 
permitted  to  vote,  appears  to  be  proved  to  the  satis&ction  of  this 
House  ? 

Passed  in  the  affirmative  unanimously* 
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Whereas  it  appears  to  this  House,  from  the  testimony  deliv- 
ered on  the  petition  and  remonstrance  aforesaid,  .that  some  of 
the  Inspectors,  who  joined  in  certain  rules  for  governing  their 
conduct  as  to  the  receiving  of  votes,  conducted  that  business  in  a 
manner  different  from  those  rules  and  different  from  the  other 
Inspectors;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  election,  held  on  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber last,  was  not  freely,  legally,  and  indifferently  made,  and  it  is 
adjudged  by  the  Council,  that  Joshua  Polk,  in  the  indenture  re- 
turned by  the  Sheriff,  Inspectors,  and  Freeholders  of  the  said 
County,  as  elected  in  the  present  year,  for  Sussex  County,  by  a 
majority  of  such  votes,  as  the  Inspectors  of  the  several  Hun- 
dreds, m  the  said  County  of  Sussex,  or  a  majority  of  them,  ad- 
juged  to  be  legal  votes,  was  not  legally  elected. 

On  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  resolution  ordered: 

For  the  affirmaHve — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Baning.  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr. 
McDonougn,  Mr.  Grantham. 

For  the  negative — Mr.  William  Polk. 

Mr.  Collins,  not  being  decided  on  this  question,  did  not  vote. 

On  motion,  the  question  was  now  put. 

Whether  an  order  of  the  House  should  be  now  made  for  issu- 
ing writs  for  a  new  election  in  the  County  of  Sussex  for  a  member 
of  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  room  of  Joshua  Polk,  Esquire, 
whose  election  has  been  determined  illegal  ? 

Passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question  ordered: 

For  the  affirmaHve — Mr.  William  Polk,  Mr.  Collins. 

For  the  negative — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr. 
McDonough,  Mr.  Grantham. 

Then  the  following  accounts  were  allowed: 

To  the  Honorable  Caesar  Rodney,  Esquire,  Speaker, 

for  his  attendance, ;^  18  18  o 

To  George  Read,  Esquire,  for  ditto  and  mileage,  .    .  17  12  6 

To  Isaac  Grantham,  Esquire,  for  ditto, 16  7  6 
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To  Thomas  McDonough,  Esquire,  for  attendance  and 

mileage ;£  15  |0  o 

To  Richard  Bassett,  Esquire,  for  ditto, 9    7  6 

To  John  Baning,  Esquire,  for  ditto 9120 

To  William  Polk,  Esquire,  for  ditto 10     i  o 

To  John  Collins,  Elsquire,  for  ditto, 8130 

To  Joshua  Polk,  Esquire;  for  ditto 6120 

To  James  Sykes,  Esq. ,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  ....  24    o  o 

To  James  Newnam,  5ergeant-at-Arms, 60    o  o 

To  Stephen  Alston,  Deputy  Sergeant-at-Arms,  13  14  6 
To  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Battell,  for  the  use  of  a  room,  fire- 
wood and  candles, 1200 

Then  the  Council  adjourned  to  the  5th  January  next. 
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JAN.-OCT.,  1784. 


VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSIONS,  1784. 


January  5th,  1784. 

The  members  of  the  Council  for  the  Coimty  of  Kent  attended, 
but  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  from  the  other  Counties 
to  make  a  quorum,  no  business  could  be  proceeded  on. 

On  the  13th  January,  the  following  notification  was  delivered 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
Council,  to  wit : 

Delaware  State, 
In  the  House  of  Assembly,  January  13th,  1784. 

Whereas  from  the  particular  situation  of  some  of  the  absent 
members  of  this  House,  it  is  impracticable  to  proceed  at  this  time 
in  the  decision  of  the  controverted  elections  for  the  Counties  of 
Kent  and  Sussex;  it  is  therefore 

Resolved^  That  this  House  adjourn,  and  it  is  hereby  adjourned 
to  Monday  the  29th  day  of  March  next. 

ROBERT  BRYAN,  Speaker. 

For  the  Honorable  Caesar  Rodney,  Esq.,  Speaker  of  Council. 

Thereupon  the  Council  adjourned  until  Monday,  March  29th, 
next. 
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Thursday,  April  8th,  1784. 

A  sufficient  number  of  the  members  not  having  met  to  form 
a  quorum  on  the  29th  of  March  (the  day  to  which  the  Council 
stood  adjourned),  those  in  attendance  adjourned  from  day  to  day 
until  Thursday,  the  8th  of  April,  when  there  appeared  as  follows: 

For  New  Casiie  Caunfy—lsdOiC  Grantham,  Thomas  McDon- 
ough. 

For  Kent  Counfy — Richard  Bassett,  John  Baning. 

Who  met  at  the  house  of  the  Honorable  Csesar  Rodney,  Esq., 
the  Speaker,  he  being  too  much  indisposed  to  attend  at  the  usual 
place  of  meeting. 

Mr.  Molleston,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  delivered  at  the  table  a  letter  from  the 
President  of  Congress,  inclosing  a  resolution  of  that  honorable 
body  respecting  the  appointment  of  Delegates  from  this  State 
to  Congress;  also  a  message  and  resolution  of  their  House  pro- 
poking  that  the  General  Assembly  should  meet  forthwith,  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  to  put  in  nomtmition  persons  to  be  balloted  for 
to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  which  resolution  follows  m 
these  words:* 

On  motion,  ordered^ 

That  a  message  from  the  Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
on  the  foregoing  resolution  of  their  House,  be  drawn  up  at  the 
table,  which  being  done,  Mr,  Grantham  is  ordered  to  wait  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  and  deliver  the  same;  which  was  done  ac- 
cordingly, and  follows  in  these  words : 

A  Message  from  the  Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Gentlemen : 

The  Council  received  your  message  of  this  forenoon,  and  beg 
leave  to  suggest  to  your  honorable  House,  previous  to  their 
transacting  any  business,  that  they  conceive,  as  one  of  the  Coun- 


*ThU  paper  does  not  appear  on  the  record  > 
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ties  of  this  State  is  unrepresented  in  Council,  they  therefore 
apprehend  an  impropriety  in  doin^  business  until  that  represen- 
tation is  had.  However,  as  Council  is  disposed  to  do  every  thine 
in  their  power  that  may  be  thought  to  tend  to  promote  tne  wed 
and  happiness  of  their  constituents,  therefore,  if  your  House 
conceive,  under  present  circumstances,  that  legislative  business 
can  be  transacted  with  propriety,  they  will  not  retard  the  same, 
but  will  meet  your  House  forthwith,  as  is  proposed. 

April  8th,  1784.  CiESAR  RODNEY,  Speaker. 

A  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  ad- 
mitted and  informed  the  Council  that  the  House  of  Assembly 
intended  going  on  the  business  proposed  in  their  message,  and 
requested  a  meeting  of  both  Houses  for  that  purpose. 

Which  being  agreed  to  by  Council,  both  Houses  met  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  put  in 
nomination  for  Delegates  to  Congress  for  this  State:  John  Mc- 
Kinly,  Esq.,  Thomas  Rodney,  Esq.,  Henry  Latimer,  £sq.,  John 
Vining,  Esq.,  James  Tilton,  Esq.,  William  Killen,  Esq.,  Gunning 
Bedford,  Jun.,  Esq.,  John  Thompson,  Esq.,  Samuel  Patterson, 
Esq.,  Charles  Ridgely,  Esq. 

Ordered,  That  both  Houses  proceed  to  ballot  immediately; 
which  being  done,  and  the  box  containing  the  tickets  examined 
by  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses,  and  the  votes  taken  down  by 
the  Clerks,  it  appeared  that  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen 
by  a  majority  of  votes,  viz:  John  Vining,  John  McKinly,  Henry 
Latimer  and  Thomas  Rodney,  Esquires,  and  they  were  declared 
duly  elected. 

The  members  of  the  House  of  Assembly  having  withdrawn 
from  the  Council  Chamber,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  shall  issue  his  writ  for  holding  an 
election  in  the  County  of  Sussex  for  electing  a  member  of  Council 
for  that  county  in  the  room  of  Toshua  Polk,  whose  election,  oti 
the  first  day  ot  October  last,  had  been  by  Council  declared  void, 
at  such  time  a3  the  Speaker  shall  think  proper. 

Council  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Friday,  April  gth,  A.  M. 

Council  met    All  the  members  present  who  attended  yesterday. 

Mr.  James,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  report  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
representing  that  there  was  due  to  Thomas  Montgomery  the  sum 
^^  £3  '  iS»  ^^^  getting  certilicates  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Auditors  for  settling  the  depreciation  of  the  pav  of  the  Delaware 
Regiments;  and  that  there  was  due  to  James  Aciams,  for  printing, 
contracted  for  by  John  James  and  Thomas  Kean,  Esqrs.,  for  the 
use  of  the  State,  the  sum  of  j^68  17:6,  with  orders  drawn  in 
favor  of  those  persons,  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  Assembly, 
and  sent  to  Council  for  concurrence;  which,  being  read,  was 
agreed  to^  and  the  orders  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  CounciL 

Mr,  Grantham  delivered  at  the  Council  table  certain  resolutions 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  respecting  the  commissionating  the 
members  appointed  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress,  and 
ascertaining  their  allowance,  and  certain  resolutions  of  the  said 
House  for  the  payment  of  public  debts  (which  had  been  delivered 
to  him  by  Mr,  Douglass,  a  member  of  Assembly)  ;  which  being 
acted  upon  by  the  Council,  was  concurred  in. 

Then  the  Council  allowed  the  following  accounts : 

To  the  Honorable  Caesar  Rodney,  Esq.,  Speaker,  12 

days'  attendance ;f    lO  16  D 

To  Thomas  McDonough,  Esq.,  6  days*  attendance 

and  mileage,  * 5     50 

To  Isaac  Grantham,  Esq.,  for  4  days*  attendance  and 

mileage, 4  10  o 

To  James  Sykes,  Clerk,  for  his  attendance,     .    ,    *    .  500 

To  James  Newnam.  Sergeant-at-Arms,  for  attendance 

and  riding  express  to  New  Castle,     ......  566 

To  Thomas  Black,  for  ringing  the  bell,    *.....  1176 

Total, jCs2  15  o 


Then  the  Council  adjourned  to  the  24th  of  May  next,  agree* 
able  to  a  written  intimation,  directed  to  the  Speaker  of  Assem* 

bly,  that  that  House  had  adjourned  to  that  time. 
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Monday,  24th  May,  1784. 

A  sufficient  number  of  the  members  not  having  met  to  form 
a  quorum  on  that  day,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until 
Tuesday,  the  15th  of  June,  when  all  the  members  met,  except 
the  Hon«  Csesar  Rodney,  Esq.,  Speaker,  and  Richard  Bassett, 

Esq,  .  ^:   »,.,  .     .:         -....   .  .•   .  ■ 

The  Council — * 

*  Thus  closes  the  record  of  the  May  sessioni. 
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MINUTES 

OF  THE 

LEGISLATIVE    COUNCIL 

OF 

THE    DELAWARE   STATE, 
HELD  AT  DOVER,  WEDNESDAY,  OCT,  20TH,  1784. 


A  sufficient  number  of  the  members  not  having  met  to  form  a 
quorum  on  that  day,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  untD  Mon- 
day, the  25th  of  the  same  month,  when  there  appeared  as  fotlow^: 

For  New  Cusile  County — ^George  Read,  Thomas  McDonough, 
George  Craghead. 

For  Kent  Counfy — Richard  Bassett,  Vincent  Loockerman,  Silaa 

Snow, 

For  Sussex  Counfy — Henry  NeilL 

And  the  said  members  being  so  met  in  Council,  certain  in- 
dentures,  certifying  the  election  of  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  a 
member  of  Council  for  the  County  of  New  Castle;  and  Vinceot 
Loockerman,  Esq.,  a  member  of  Council  in  the  room  of  Caesar 
Rodney,  Esq.,  dec'd,  and  Silas  Snow,  Esq.,  one  other  member, 
both  for  the  County  of  Kent;  and  Henry  Neill,  Esq.»  a  member 
of  Council  for  the  County  of  Sussex^  were  respectively  produced 
and  read,  whereby  it  appeared  to  the  Council  that  they  were 
severally  duly  elected  to  represent  the  said  Counties  as  members 
of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Delaware  State,  at  the  last 
annual  election  held  in  the  said  Counties  of  New  Casde,  Kent 
and  Sussex,  on  the  first  day  of  this  instant,  October,  for  three 
years  next  ensuing  the  said  election. 
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The  Council  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  the 
Honorable  Thomas  McDonough  was  unanimously  chosen. 

The  members  elected  this  present  year  took  the  oath  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution  and  subsoibed  the  declaration  of 
faith  therein  required.     [^See  note  an  page  zo.] 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Read>  Bassett  and  Craghead  are  appointed 
a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  inform 
him  that  Council  had  met,  chosen  their  Speaker,  and  were  ready 
to  proceed  on  business,  and  desire  to  know  if  his  Excellency  had 
any  to  lay  before  them. 

And  Messrs.  Snow  and  Loockerman  are  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and  inform  them  that 
Council  were  ready  to  receive  and  act  upon  any  business  that 
House  may  have  to  present. 

These  gentlemen,  being  returned,  do  report — the  former,  that 
they  had  waited  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  delivered 
the  message  committed  to  them,  according  to  order,  and  that 
he  was  pleased  to  say  that  he  had  sent  a  message  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  which  m  due  time  would  come  before  the  Council ; 
the  latter,  that  they  had  waited  on  the  House  of  Assembly,  had 
delivered  the  message  committed  to  them,  and  were  informed  by 
the  House  that  a  message  would  be  sent  to  Council  in  a  short 
time. 

Mr.  Joshua  Polk,  a  member  of  Council  for  Sussex  County,  now 
appeared  in  the  House  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Nixon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolutioh  of  that  House,  which,  by 
order,  being  read,  follows  in  these  words: 

In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 

Monday,  P.  M.,  Oct.  25,  1784. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Nixon  wait  on  the  Council  and  propose 
to  them  that  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  meet  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  to-morrow  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  Delegates  to 
represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
America  from  the  first  day  of  November  next  ensuing  until  the 
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first  day  of  November  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-five, 

October  25th,  1784. 

JAMES  BOOTH,  CV k  qf  the  Assembly. 

Concurred  in  by  Council, 

JAMES  SYKES,  CVkofCoundL 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem* 
bly  with  the  above  resolution,  w^ith  the  concurrence  of  Council 
thereunto; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  and  delivered  tlie  said  resolution  according 
to  order. 

On  motion,  the  Rules  of  the  Council,  made  and  agreed  to  in 
the  year  1776,  were  read. 

On  application  of  Mr.  Bassett  for  leave  of  absence  a  few  days 
to  attend  the  Supreme  Court  of  Sussex  County,  and  the  same 
being  seconded^  is  g^ranted,  if  Mr.  Bassett  should  think  his  at- 
tendance there  absolutely  necessary. 

Adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  October  26th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.    Present  all  the  members, 

Mr,  William  Polk  now  appeared  and  took  his  seat  in  Council. 

Both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  having  now  met  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  proceeded  to  put  in  nomination  gentlemen  for 
Delegates  in  Congress,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  and  the 
following  gentlemen  were  put  in  nomination^  to  wit:  Gunning 
Bedford^  Jr.,  Esq.,  John  Vining,  Esq,  Samuel  Patterson,  Esq., 
Thomas  Rodney,  Esq.,  Doctor  James  Tilton,  Major  John  Patton. 
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William  Killen,  Esq.,  John  Thompson,  Esq.,  John  Jones,  Esq., 
and  Thomas  Collins,  ^q. 

On  motion,  that  five  persons  should  be  chosen  to  represent 
this  State  in  Congress,  and  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in 
the  negative. 

On  motion,  that  four  persons  should  be  chosen  for  the  purprose 
aforesaid,  and  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  affinxiative. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  both  Houses  meet  at  four  o'clock  this  after- 
noon, in  the  Council  Chamber,  to  ballot  for  four  Members  of 
Congress,  to  serve  from  the  first  dav  of  November  next  ensuing 
untilthe  first  day  of  November  in  tne  year  1785. 

Then  the  two  Houses  separated. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Tuesday,  26th  October,  P.  M. 
Council  met.     All  the  members  present 

Both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  met  again,  agreeable  to 
the  resolution  of  the  forenoon,  and  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Mem- 
bers of  Congress,  and  it  appeared,  upon  casting  up  the  votes, 
that  the  foiu*  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  by  a  majority  of 
votes,  and  declared  duly  elected,  to  wit:  John  Vming,  Gunning 
Bedford,  Jun.,  Doct.  James  Tilton,  and  Samuel  Patterson,  Esqs. 

Then  the  two  Houses  separated. 

Council  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  October  27th,  A.  M. 
Council  met     Present  all  the  members. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'dodc,  P.  M. 


Council  met 
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Wednesday^  October  27th,  P.  M, 
Present  all  the  members. 


A  petition,  signed  by  Bertles  Shea,  a  prisoner  in  the  jail  of 
Dover,  representing  that  he  is  confined  in  the  said  jail  at  the  sdt 
of  Messrs.  Hugh  Lennox  and  Company,  merchants  in  Phila- 
delphia, for  the  debt  of  j^450,  which,  with  divers  other  large 
debts,  he  is  become  unable  to  pay;  that  he  is  willing  to  assign 
all  his  property,  real  and  personal,  whatsoever  and  wheresoever, 
to  the  use  of  his  creditors,  and  prays  that  he  may  be  relieved 
from  his  imprisonment  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  the 
General  Assembly  shall  think  meet,  was  read. 

Mr.  Broom,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  '*A  sup- 
plementary act  to  the  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the  more  easy  and 
speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,  accompanied  with  sundry  peti* 
tions,  signed  by  a  great  number  of  the  mhabitants  of  New  Castle 
Count>%  and  one  petition,  signed  by  some  inhabitants  of  Sussex 
County,  praying  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
within  this  State  may  be  extended  to  determine  debts  for  all  sums 
not  exceeding  fifteen  pounds. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  same  be  read;  which  was  done 

accprdiiigly. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Council  met 


Thursday,  October  aSth^  A.  M, 
Present  all  the  members. 


On  motion,  the  bill  entided  **A  supplement  to  an  act  for  the 
more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,*'  was  read  a 

second  time. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending. 
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was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Bertles  Shea,  a  languishing  prisoner  in  the  jail 
of  Kent  County,*'  accompanied  with  a  petition,  signed  by  the 
said  Bertles  Shea,  in  the  same  words  of  the  petition  read  yester* 
day  in  Council. 

On  motion. 

The  consideration  of  the  supplementary  bill  above  mentioned 
is  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  to  wit:  Messrs.  Bassett,  Read 
and  Neill,  who  are  to  report  the  amendments  therein  suggested 
to  be  made  by  Council. 

Council  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bertles  Shea  was  read. 

Mr.  Taylor,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
to  increase  the  daily  allowance  of  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors,"  ac- 
companied with  a  petition,  signed  by  sundry  inhabitants  of  New 
Castle  County,  praying  that  some  reasonable  allowance  may  be 
made  for  the  expenses  of  jurymen  while  in  attendance  upon  that 
service.     These  papers  were  read. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  devising  of  the  means  of  supplymg  the  several  offices 
of  this  State  with  public  seals  to  authentic  the  acts  of  office  where 
such  seals  are  necessary  to  be  annexed,  as  well  with  respect 
to  such  offices  whose  seals  have  heretofore  been  taken  by  the 
enemy,  as  others  the  devices  of  which  seals  may  not  be  incon- 
formable  to  the  independency  of  the  State. 

Whereupon  Messrs.  Read,  William  Polk  and  Snow  were  ap- 
pointed  a  committee  for  that  purpose. 
Ill 
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Mr.  Broom,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 

was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  messaja^e  from  his 
Excellency,  the  President  of  this  State,  accompanied  with  three 
letters  from  the  Financier,  of  the  26th  May,  14th  June,  and  12th 
October,  1784,  and  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  the  Sutes,  of 
the  2d  August,  1784,  with  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty; 
which,  by  order,  was  read,  as  follows: 

Geniiemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

The  Secretary  w  ill  lay  before  )^ou  sundry'  public  letters,  which  I 
have  received  smce  the  last  meeting  of  the  late  General  Assembly* 
to  wit:  One  of  the  2d  of  August  last,  from  the  Committee  of  the 
States,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  ratification  of  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  exchanged 
with  that  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  America  on  the 
loth  of  May  last,  at  Passy.  On  the  final  accomplishment  of  this 
important  and  interesting  business,  I  take  this  early  opportunity 
of  presenting  you  my  most  hearty  congratulations — an  event 
which  has  placed  these  United  States  in  the  possession  of  liberty 
and  independence,  and  secured  to  them  a  rank  among  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth.  The  recollection  of  the  unequal  and  arduous 
struggle  lately  endured  by  America,  for  the  attainment  of  these 
important  blessings,  must  call  forth  the  most  sincere  gratitude  to 
the  Wise  Disposer  of  human  events,  and  kindle  in  the  breast  of 
every  American  a  warm  attachment  to  that  illustrious  ally  who, 
fi"om  a  wise  and  generous  policy,  exerted  his  national  strength  for 
our  defence  and  support.  Virtue,  and  a  wise  and  just  policy,  will, 
I  hope,  in  future,  render  us  as  illustrious  in  peace  as  we  have  been 
in  war,  and  enable  us  as  a  nation  to  enjoy  the  extensive  privileges 
and  blessings  tendered  to  us  and  our  posterity  by  our  present 
situation. 

One  of  the  17th  of  the  same  month,  from  Thomas  Barclay, 
Consul -General  of  these  States,  at  Paris,  with  the  arret  of  his 
Most  Christian  Majesty  confirming  the  privileges  which  the  ports 
of  Dunkirk  and  Marseilles  have  for  some  time  enjoyed,  and  for 
establishing  1*  Orient  and  Bayonne  as  free  ports. 

Two  from  the  Financier-General  and  Mn  Pumel,  on  the  sub* 

Ject  of  the  recovery  from  individuals  of  debts  due,  and  effects 
belonging  to  the  United  States.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  inform 
Mr.  Morris  that  such  provision  had  been  made  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  State,  and  that  Congress  had  been  furnished  witB  the 
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same;  in  consequence  thereof  I  received  his  answer  of  the  14th 
of  June  last. 

One, of  the  21st  of  last  month  from  the  State  Treasurer,  re- 
signing his  appointment,  under  a  late  law  to  issue  a  certificate  for 
interest  due  on  monies  loaned,  and  liquidated  debts.  I  have 
been  informed  by  that  g^entlemari  that  he  cannot  transact  the 
business,  no  provision  bemg  made  for  a  clerk,  either  by  Congress 
or  the  Legislature;  and  lest  the  good  people  of  the  State  might 
be  injured,  I  wrote  Mr.  Morris  on  the  subject,  in  order  that  that 
objection  might  be  speedily  removed.  By  his  answer,  of  the  iiih 
instant,  you  will  perceive  the  business  is  yet  at  a  stand,  and  as 
the  County  Collectors  are  now  in  the  execution  of  the  duty  as- 
signed them,  unless  the  Legislature  adopt  some  mode  for  certifi- 
cates to  issue,  the  taxables  who  are  entitled  to  them  will  be  more 
distressed  in  payment  of  their  taxes  than  is  just,  or  was  expected 
by  the  late  General  Assembly. 

Gentiemen— As  the  public  dispatches  now  laid  before  you  will 
demand  but  a  small  share  of  your  time,  the  remainder  of  it,  I  am 
convinced,  will  be  devoted  to  an  attention  to  the  necessary  and 
important  objects  of  the  internal  concerns  of  the  State.  Among 
the  many  interesting  matters  which  will  claim  your  attention,  I 
shall  only  point  out  the  following:  a  law  for  establishing  a  militia 
within  this  State,  which  is  the  most  natural  and  secure  defence  of 
a  free  republic,  and  is  with  great  propriety  and  justness  of  senti- 
ment proposed  and  urged  by  our  late  worthy  Commander-ip- 
Chief  m  his  memorable  valedictory  address;  a  proper  regulation 
for  the  encouragement  and  introduction  of  trade;  a  law  provid- 
ing for  the  naturalization  of  foreigners  who  may  come  among  us; 
a  more  adequate  provision  to  secure  the  inhabitants  of  the  State 
from  injury  by  sickly  crews  being  landed;  an  amendment  to  the 
present  mode  of  taxation;  a  regulation  of  water  grist-mills,  and  a 
a  revision  and  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  State. 

NICHOLAS  VANDYKE. 

Dover,  October  23,  1784. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Friday,  October  29th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members* 

Mr.  Bradley,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend* 
ing,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that 
House  si^iifying  their  intention  to  adjourn  to-morrow  evening 
to  some  future  day* 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  amendments  to  the  sup- 
plemeotar)^  bill  to  the  act  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  more  easy  and 
speedy  recovery  of  small  debts/'  now  reported  that  they  had 
essayed  a  draught  of  sundry  amendments  to  the  said  supplemen- 
tary bill,  which  they  laid  on  the  table  and  submitted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  said  amendments  be  read;  which 
was  done  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  **  Whether  the  enacting  clause  in  the  amend- 
ment that  the  fees  of  office  should  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the 
poor  in  the  respective  hundreds  where  the  Justice  resides?''  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  foregoing  question  were 
ordered,  and  are  as  follows; 

For  ike  offirmaHve — Mr.  Neill,  Mr.  William  Polk,  Mr.  Bassett, 
Mr.  J.  Polk,  Mr.  Loockerman. 

For  the  negoHve — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Craghead,  Mr.  Snow. 

The  several  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  being 
agreed  to,  ordered  that  they  be  transcribed. 

Adjourned  to  4  o* clock,  P.  M» 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion, 

Orderedy  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  deliver  the  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  the  more  easy 
and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,  with  the  paper  of  amend- 
ments proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  for  the  concurrence  of 
that  House. 

Mr.  Craghead,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered 
the  said  biU  and  amendments  of  Council  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  ordered 

That  the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  increase  the  daily  allowance 
to  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors,*'  should  have  a  second  reading,  which 
was  done  accordingly,  and  is  referred  to  further  consideration. 

On  motion. 

The  bill  entided  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Berries  Shea,  a  lan- 
g[uishing  prisoner  in  the  jail  of  Kent  County,*'  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  some  amendments  being  proposed  and  made  at  the 
table,  on  motion. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Wm.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
widi  the  said  bill  and  amendments,  for  concurrence  of  that  House. 

Mr.  Smith,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  letter  from  Samuel 
Patterson,  Esq.,  resigning  the  office  of  Continental  Loan  Officer 
for  the  Delaware  State;  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
respecting  the  issuing  certificates  for  interest  due  on  Continental 
Debts;  a  resolution  for  the  payment  of  £2*  ^o  William  Manlove, 
reported  to  be  due  to  him  by  the  Auditor  for  a  musket  and  car- 
tooch  box ;  which,  by  order,  were  severally  read.  The  resolu- 
tions, founded  on  die  letter  above  mentioned,  are  as  follows: 
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In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Friday,  A.  M,,  October  29,  1784. 

Whereas  it  appears  by  letter  from  Samuel  Patterson,  Esq,, 
the  Continental  Loan  Officer  of  this  State,  that  he  desires  leav^ 
to  resign  the  trust  assigned  to  him  by  an  act  of  the  Assembly  of 
this  State,  entitled,  **An  act  for  raising  twenty -three  thousand 
six  hundred  and  tu*enty-five  pounds  for  the  service  of  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,"  so  far  as  the  same 
relates  to  giving  certificates  for  interest  due  on  monies  loaned  to 
Congress  and  liquidated  debts  against  the  United  States,  which 
whidi  resignation  the  General  Assembly  cannot  accept ;  but,  in 
order  to  make  the  business  as  easy  to  Mr.  Patterson  as  the  nature 
of  it  will  admit,  and  to  accommodate  it  to  the  ease  and  conveni- 
ence of  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  counties  of  this  State, 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Patterson.  Esq,,  Continental  Loan 
Officer  of  this  State,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  appoint  a 
deputy  in  each  of  the  Counties  of  Kent  and  Sussex  ;  which  dep- 
uties, when  so  appointed,  are  hereby  declared  to  have  the  same 
Powers  to  issue  such  certificates  in  the  name  of  the  said  Samuel 
atterson,  as  the  said  Samuel  Patterson  hath  by  the  above  red- 
ted  act  of  Assembly. 

That  the  said  Samuel  Patterson  transmit  to  his  said  deputies 
in  the  Counties  of  Kent  and  Sussex,  true  copies  of  his  instruc- 
tions from  the  Superintendent  of  the  Finances  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  subject  of  issuing  the  certificates  for  interest  due  as 
aforesaid,  together  with  a  written  form  of  such  certificates,  for 
their  government  and  direction  in  performing  that  business. 

That  in  case  the  United  States,  in  Congress  asembled,  do  not 
make  a  reasonable  compensation  to  the  said  Samuel  Patterson 
and  his  deputies,  for  their  trouble  in  performing  the  aforesaid  ser- 
vice, that  this  State  will  make  such  compensation  for  the  same  as 
the  General  Assembly  shall  deem  reasonable  and  just 

JAS,  BOOTH,  CV  k  of  Assembly. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Saturday,  October  30th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  William  Polk  reported  having  delivered  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Bertles  Shea  to  the  House  of  Assembly  according  to 
order. 

Mr.  Revell,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  **A 
supplement  to  the  act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery 
of  small  debts,"  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  Council 
thereunto,  and  to  many  parts  of  which  the  House  of  Assembly 
had  disagreed,  and  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  As- 
sembly to  those  of  Council. 

On  motion.  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for 
enlarging  the  allowance  to  the  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors,  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  same  is  referred  to  further  consider- 
ation. 

The  letter  from  Samuel  Patterson,  Esquire,  Continental  Loan 
Officer,  with  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  there- 
upon, were,  by  order,  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  the  question  was  put,  ''Shall  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  founded  on  the  letter  of  Samuel  Patterson, 
^q. ,  be  rejected  ?'  *  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative  unanimously. 

On  motion,  ordered. 

That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  propose  certain 
resolutions  of  Council  respecting  tne  subject  of  the  letter  of 
Samuel  Patterson,  Esq. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Read,  and  Mr.  Snow,  are  ap- 
pointed a  committee  for  that  purpose. 

^  Council  then  took  into  consideration  their  amendments  on  the 
supplementary  bill,  &c. 

On  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  last  clause  but  one  in  the 
supplemehtary  bill  to  the  act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  re- 
covery of  small  debts,  concerning  the  duties  of  the  Justices  on 
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the  said  supplementary  bill  being  done  without  fee  or  reward,  the 
same  were  ordered,  and  are  as  follows; 


For  the  afftrmaiive 
and  Mr.  Bassett. 


-Mr.  Neill,  Mn  W.  Polk,  Mr.  Loockerman 


For  the  negative— VLi.  Read,  Mr,  Craghead,  Mr.  Snow  and 
Mr,  J.  Polk. 

And  Council  being  thus  divided  on  the  question,  the  Speaker 
gave  his  voice  in  the  affirmative^  and  it  passed  that  the  said  clause 
should  be  retained. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Saturday,  October  30th,  P.  M, 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motioni  ordered, 

That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  sup- 
plementary bill  to  the  act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery 
of  small  debts,  with  the  amendments  of  Council,  which  had  been 
returned  by  that  House,  many  of  them  disagreed  to  by  the  same, 
and  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Assembly  to  those  of  the 
amendments  of  Council,  and  inform  the  House  of  Assembly  that 
Council  adhered  to  their  several  amendments,  except  the  last, 
from  which  they  had  receded,  and  that  Council  disagreed  to  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  one  of  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  Council. 

Mr.  Neil!,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
bill  and  amendments  last  mentioned  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
according  to  order. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  respecting 
the  sum  of  ;^3  being  due  to  William  Manlove,  and  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  A^embly  thereon^  was  read  a  second  time  and 
concurred  in  by  Council. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  sign  the  order  drawn  in  &vor  of 
said  William  Manlove,  sent  with  the  above  mentioned  papers ; 
which  was  done  accordingly. 

On  motion,  ordered, 

That  Mr.  Snow  deliver  the  said  order  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly; who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
same  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Broom,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  supplemental^  bill 
to  the  act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts, 
with  the  amendments  returned  to  that  House  and  adhered  to  by 
Council,  with  a  paper  of  a  further  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Assembly,  and  a  verbal  message,  which,  being  read,  follows  in 
these  words: 

A  Verbal  Message  to  the  Council  from  the  House  of 

Assembly. 
Genilemen : 

This  House  have  fully  considered  the  amendments  proposed 
by  your  honorable  House  to  the  supplementary  bill  for  the  more 
easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,  and  still  continue  to 
reject  such  of  the  said  amendments  as  were  before  disagreed  to 
by  this  House  and  adhered  to  by  the  Council,  and  have  also  pro- 
posed a  further  amendment.  This  we  have  done  upon  full  convic- 
tion that  acceding  to  those  amendments  will  not  be  productive  of 
utility  in  framing  the  bill;  and  altho*  we  conceive  this  law  to  be  a 
very  beneficial  one,  and  much  desired  by  our  constituents,  yet, 
if  tne  Council  cannot  recede  from  the  aforesaid  amendments,  we 
can  only  lament  the  loss  of  an  act  salutary  to  the  good  people  of 
this  State. 

Upon  reconsideration  of  Council  on  their  amendment  on  the 
quantam  of  the  sum  from  ten  to  twelve  pounds  in  the  said  sup- 
plementary bill  mentioned,  the  Council,  on  the  question,  receded 
from  their  amendment  thereon,  but  adh«^  to  uie  other  several 
amendments  by  them  proposed. 

On  motion,   the  question  was  put,  ''SImll  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  message  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  Uierein  giving  the  reasons  of  Council  for  their  ad* 
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herence  to  the  several  amendments  proposed  by  them  to  the 
supplementary  bill  last  mentioned,  except  that  receded  from  by 
Council  ?' '     It  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Committee:  Mr,  Bassett,  Mr.  Wm.  Polk,  and  Mr.  Neill. 

Mr.  Read  craved  leave  of  absence  after  this  evening,  which  is 

gran  ted » 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  certain  reso- 
lutions concerning  the  resignation  of  Samuel  Patterson^  Esq..  of 
his  office  of  Contmental  Loan  Officer  of  this  State,  now  reported 
that  they  had  essayed  a  draught  for  that  purpose,  which  they 
submitted  to  the  correction  of  the  House. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  same  be  read. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  agreed  to» 
and  ordered  to  be  transcribed,  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly for  concurrence. 

The  report  aforesaid  being  transcribed  and  compared,  ordered 
that  Mr.  Neill  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly  therewith ;  who, 
being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  the  same  according  to 
order. 

Mr.  Douglass,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bertles  Shea« 
to  which  that  House  had  agreed,  with  the  amendments  proposed 
by  Council,  with  a  resolution  to  affix  the  Great  Seal  thereunto. 
to  which  Council  concurred,  and  the  Speaker,  by  order,  signed 
the  said  bill 

Mr.  Taylor,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  report  of  the  committee  of  Council 
on  the  letter  of  General  Patterson,  disagreed  to  by  that  House* 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  message  from  the 
Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  assigning  their  reasons  for 
adhering  to  their  amendments  proposed  to  the  supplementary  bill 
to  the  act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts, 
now  reported  that  they  had  essayed  a  draught  lor  that  purpose^ 
which  they  submitted  to  the  correction  of  the  House. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  read;  which  was  done  accordingly. 
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and  after  some  amendments,  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be 
transcribed. 

The  transcribed  messaee  was  read  and  compared,  and  ordered 
to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Before  any  further  proceedings  could  be  had,  nodce  was  given 
that  the  House  of  Assembly  had  adjourned  to  the  first  Monday 
in  January. 


MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL. 
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OF  THE 


COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


Monday,  3d  January,  1785. 

A  sufficient  number  of  the  members  not  having  met  to  form 
a  quorum  on  that  day,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until 
Fnday,  the  7th  of  the  same  month,  when  there  appeared,  as 
follows: 

For  New  Castle  County — Thomas  McDonough,  Speaker,  Geo. 
Craghead. 

For  Kent  County — Richard  Bassett,  Vincent  Loockerman,  Silas 
Snow. 

On  motion,  ordered, 

Upon  the  question,  that  the  message  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly that  was  prepared  by  Council  on  the  close  of  the  last 
sitting,  and  could  not  be  delivered  on  account  of  the  sudden 
adjournment  of  that  House,  should  be  sent  on  the  first  meeting 
of  that  House,  together  with  the  bill  on  which  the  subject  matter 
of  that  message  is  founded,  and  the  amendments  proposed  by 
Council  thereto,  &c. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Snow  deliver  the  same. 

On  motion,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  reviving  an  act  of 
Assembly  of  the  late  Government  entitled  **An  act  for  the  ap- 

C ointment  of  rangers  and  regulating  strays,"  as  the  same  has 
een  some  time  expired,  and  had  been  beneficial  heretofore  to 
the  good  people  of  this  State. 
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Ordered,  upon  the  question,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
such  a  bill. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met.     Present  same  members. 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  January  8th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

A  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  reviving  an  act  entitled  *An  act 
for  the  appointment  of  rangers  and  regulation  of  strays/  **  was 
now  delivered  to  the  Chair,  and,  by  order,  read  the  first  time. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  bill  concerning  rangers  and  strays,  was  read  a 
second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  passed,  transcribed  and  sent  to 
the  House  of  Assembly,  for  concurrence,  and  that  Mr.  Craghead 
deliver  the  same. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  January  loth,  A.  M. 
Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

Mr.  Craghead  now  informed  Council  that  he  had  delivered  the 
bill  concerning  rangers  and  strays  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
agreeable  to  order. 

Mr.  Snow  also  reported  that  he  had  delivered  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  on  Saturday  last,  the  papers  commit- 
ted to  his  charge,  that  House  being  not  competent  to  do  business 
at  that  time  for  want  of  a  sufficient  number  to  form  a  quorum. 

On  motion  being  made  and  seconded,  that  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  obliging  executors  to  give  security  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  the  trust  in  them  reposed,  and  upon  the  question. 
It  passed  in  the  affirmative. 


Mr.  Bassett  therefore  laid  on  the  table  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  read;  which  was  d 
id  laid  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Ordered  that  the  same  be  read;  which  was  done  accordingly, 
and  laid  on  the  table. 


Tuesday,  January  nth,  A.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  the  same  members,  and  Mr.  William 
Polk,  who  appeared  at  this  meeting. 

On  motion,  a  petition,  signed  by  Simon  Wilmer  Wilson  and 
Peter  Barclay  Ferry,  representing  the  injury  they  had  sustained 
by  the  capture  of  a  schooner,  part  whereof  belonged  to  them,  and 
of  the  great  expense  by  them  incurred  in  pa3rine  the  salvage  to 
those  who  had  afterwards  retaken  her,  &c.,  and  desiring  rehef  in 
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the  premises,  accompanied  with  their  accounts  of  expenditures 
on  tnat  occasion,  and  the  Auditor's  report  thereon,  were  read 
the  first  time. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  a  remonstrance,  signed  by  John  Baning,  Treas- 
urer of  Kent  County,  representing  that  in  consequence  of  certain 
resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  9th  April,  1784,  for 
the  payment  of  one  year's  interest  due  on  the  certificates  of  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Delaware 
Regiment,  the  officers  of  the  Hospital  and  Medical  Departments, 
and  such  other  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers 
as  are  credited  to  this  State  in  its  quota  of  land  forces,  and  others, 
that  the  same  resolutions  directed  and  empowered  the  Presi- 
dent and  Commander-in-Chief  to  draw  his  order  on  the  State 
Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  ;^75oo  to  the  Treasurer  of  New 
Castle  County,  for  the  sum  of  ^^4000  to  the  Treasurer  of  Kent 
County,  and  for  the  sum  of  ^1500  to  the  Treasurer  of  Sussex 
County,  to  enable  them  to  discharge  the  public  debts  due  as 
aforesaid  ;  in  copsequence  of  which  the  President  did  draw  ao 
order,  bearing  date  the  21st  of  April  last,  on  the  said  State  Treas- 
urer  for  the  payment  of  jC^^ooo  of  the  public  money  in  his  hands 
to  the  remonstrant,  John  Baning,  Treasurer  as  aforesaid,  to  be 
applied  according  to  the  directions  of  the  General  Assembly,  in 
their  resolutions  aforesaid. 

That  the  remonstrant  did  nottliinkit  necessary  to  demand  of 
the  State  Treasurer  actual  payment  of  the  money  mentioned  in 
the  said  order  of  the  President,  as  he  presumed  he  should  receive 
of  the  collectors  of  the  different  Hundreds  of  his  County  public 
money  of  their  collections  sufficient  to  discharge  the  debt  afore* 
said  as  fast  as  they  should  be  demanded  and  that  he  has  found  in 
the  actual  performance  of  the  duty  enjoined  him  hb  presumption 
well  grounded. 

That  the  remonstrant  did,  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the 
said  order  and  resolutions,  be^n  and  hath  continued  to  pay  the 
several  public  debts  aforesaid,  m  the  order  prescribed  by  the  said 
resolutions,  out  of  the  several  collecrions  paid  into  the  Treasury, 
until  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Samuel  Patterson,  Esq,,  State 
Treasurer,  dated  the  5th  December  last,  requiring  the  remao> 
strant,  in  the  most  peremptor>''  and  authoritative  manner,  not  to 
pay  or  discount  any  debts  without  his  particular  order. 
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That  by  reason  of  this  mandate  of  the  State  Treasurer  the 
remonstrant  conceives  he  cannot  safely  continue  to  pay  the  resi- 
due of  the  said  ^^4000  according  to  the  resolutions  aforesaid,  nor 
answer  any  order  or  warrant  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, for  the  payment  of  money,  unless  the  same  shall 
be  approved  of  and  an  order  for  the  payment  of  the  sums  therein 
mentioned  indorsed  thereon  by  the  said  State  Treasurer,  as  it 
must  be  presumed,  from  adverting  to  this  prohibition,  the  said 
Samuel  Patterson,  the  present  State  Treasurer,  will  not  allow  the 
remonstrant  credit  for  such  payments  on  the  settlement  of  his 
accounts  with  him,  and  humoly  praying  the  General  Assembly 
to  take  his  case  into  their  serious  consideration  and  provide  ways 
and  means  to  indemnify  him  for  the  payments  he  has  already 
made  in  strict  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  resolutions,  and  give 
him  their  advice  and  direction  how  he  is  to  demean  himself  in 
future,  as  County  Treasurer,  in  respect  to  orders  drawn  upon 
him  for  the  payment  of  money,  either  by  the  General  Assembly, 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  what- 
soever, under  color  of  any  law  now  in  force,  except  such  orders 
as  are  drawn  upon  him  by  the  said  Samuel  Patterson,  as  he  has 
reason  to  apprehend  that  the  payment  of  any  others  besides  the 
latter  will  not  be  allowed  to  the  credit  of  his  accounts  on  settle- 
ment with  the  said  Samuel  Patterson. 

Which  remonstrance  was  accompanied  with  the  resolutions  of 
the  General  Assembly  and  the  letter  of  Samuel  Patterson  above 
mentioned,  and  were  severally  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Council  adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members  who  appeared  in  the 
mominp^,  except  Mr.  Bassett,  who  had  been  in  the  House  before 
the  callmg  thereof,  and  had  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  hours. 
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On  motion,  the  bill  for  raising^  the  allowance  of  Grand  and 
Petit  Jurors,  which  was  left  under  consideration  at  the  last  sitting 
of  the  General  Asseniblyj  was  now  again  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  January  12th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  the  same  members,  and  took  into  con* 
sideration  the  petition  of  Simon  Wilmer  Wilson  and  Peter  Bar- 
clay Ferry,  and  the  papers  which  accompanied  it,  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  ordered,  upon  the  question,  that  the  said 
papers  be  delivered  to  the  petitioners,  and  that  they  apply  to 
Mr.  Winder,  and  make  such  proofe  to  him  of  the  justice  of  their 
claim  as  may  be  in  his  power. 

On  motion*  the  proposals  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  a|>- 
pointing  conferees  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  amenaments  to 
the  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  entitled  *  *  An  act  for  the  more 
easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,"  which  had  been  de- 
livered to  one  of  the  members  of  Council  in  the  evening  of  yes- 
terday after  Council  had  adjourned,  by  Mr.  James,  a  member  of 
Assembly,  was  now  read,  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Tuesday,  P.  M.,  Jan.  nth,  1785. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  '*A 
supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the  more  easy 
and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,*  **  with  the  amendments 
proposed  thereto  and  undetermined;  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  it  be  proposed  to  the  Council  that  a  committee 
of  conference  be  appointed  by  each  House  to  confer  on  the  sub* 

ject  matter  of  the  said  amendments. 
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The  conferees  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House  are:  Mr. 
Peery,  Mr.  Bedford,  and  Mr.  Raymond. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  O'k  of  Assembly. 

**  Sent  for  concurrence." 

Which  being  read  and  agreed  to  by  Council,  the  following 
gentlemen  were  appointed  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Council, 
to  wit:  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Craghead,  and  Mr.  Snow;  who  are  to 
meet  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Assembly  at  any 
time  and  place  that  is  most  agreeable  to  them. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  William  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  As- 
sembly and  return  the  proposals  of  that  House  respecting  the 
appointment  of  conferees  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  supple- 
mentary bill  to  the  act  for  the  more  easy  recovery  of  small  debts, 
with  the  appointment  of  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Council  on 
that  business. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
paper  committed  to  his  charge  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
agreeable  to  order. 

On  motion,  ordered. 

That  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  increase  the  daily  allowance 
of  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors,**  should  be  read  by  paragraphs,  in 
the  course  of  which  sundry  amendments  were  proposed  and 
agreed  to  by  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by 
Council,  should  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  concur- 
rence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Loockerman  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly with  the  bill  and  amendments,  &c. 

On  motion,  ordered. 

That  the  bill  obliging  executors  to  give  security  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  the  trust  in  them  reposed,  be  read  a  second  time; 
which  was  done  accordingly. 
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On  motion,  and  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  third  time, 
by  paragraphs,  passed  the  House,  is  ordered  to  be  transcribed, 
and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  concurrence. 

Council  adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P,  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

Mr.  Loockerman  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  bill  and 
amendments  committed  to  his  charge  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  empower  the  Pre- 
sident or  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  State  to  commissionatc 
some  proper  person  in  the  commission  of  the  peace  as  President 
of  the  several  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  within  this 
State,  and  for  other  purposes,  therein  mentioned,  the  same  is 
granted,  and  Mr.  Craghead  therefore  delivered  at  the  table  a  biU 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  same  be  read;  which  was  done 

accordingly. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  January  13th,  A.  M, 

Cotmcil  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  amendments 
proposed  by  Council  to  the  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  the 
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more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,  do  now  report, 
that  they  had  met  the  committee  of  the  Assembly  and  come  to 
an  agreement  as  to  several  of  the  amendments,  and  had  referred 
the  residue  to  another  conference. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entided  **An  act 
to  enable  the  owners  and  possessors  of  the  meadow,  marsh  and 
cripple  on  Cedar  Creek,  in  Red  Lyon  Hundred,  in  the  County 
of  New  Castle,  to  erect  a  new  bank  in  part  and  to  keep  the  resi- 
due of  the  old  bank,  &c.,  in  repair,*'  accompanied  with  a  petition 
of  the  owners  thereof,  and  sundry  advertisements  giving  notice  of 
this  application,  &c. 

The  bill  for  obliging  executors  to  give  security,  &c.,  being 
transcribed  and  compared. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
deliver  the  same; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  it  to  the 
Speaker,  the  House  being  not  sitting. 

Mr.  Broom,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  to  increase  the  daily  allowance 
of  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Council  thereto,  all  of  which  the  House  of  Assembly  had  agreed 
to,  except  the  7th,  to  which  the  House  of  Assembly  proposed 
an  amendment  and  an  additional  clause  for  the  limitation  of  the 
said  bill  to  three  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next 
sitting  of  Assembly,  and  no  longer. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Council  being  read,  Council  agreed  to  the  same, 
except  the  first,  to  which  they  adhered. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Polk  deliver  the  same  to  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Council  met. 


EoDEM  Die,  R  M* 
Present  the  same  members. 


The  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  Red  Lyon  Hundred,  in 
the  County  of  New  Castle,  owners  of  Cedar  Creek  Meado>\-s, 
accompanied  with  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  owners 
and  possessors  of  the  meadow,  marsh  and  cripple  on  Cedar 
Creek,  in  Red  Lyon  Hundred,  in  the  County  of  New^  Castle,  to 
erect  a  new  bank  in  part  and  keep  the  residue  of  the  old  bank, 
&c. ,  in  repair, ' '  and  sundry  advertisements,  giving  notice  of  the 
intended  application  to  the  General  Assembly,  and  affidavits  of 
their  having  been  put  up  in  due  time,  were  read. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned^  informed  Council  he  had  delivered 
the  papers  committed  to  his  charge  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
according  to  order. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Craghead  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  remonstrance  of  John  Baning,  Treasurer  of  Kent  Coun- 
ty, and  the  papers  accompanying  the  same; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 

according  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  lo  o^dock  to-morrow  morning* 


Friday,  January  14th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 
On  motion,  by  order, 

The   bill  empowering  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chjef 
to  coramissionate  some  proper  persons  to  preside  in  the  seveiuJ 
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Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  the  respective  Coun- 
ties in  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EODEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met     Present  the  same  members. 
On  motion,  ordered, 

That  the  bill  entided  "An  act  to  empower  the  President  to 
appoint  suitable  persons  to  preside  in  the  several  Courts  of 
ueneral  Quarter  ISessions  of  the  Peace  in  this  State,"  was  read 
by  paragraphs,  after  sundry  amendments  agreed  to  by  Council 
therein,  and  the  questions  being  severally  put,  it  passed  the 
House. 

Ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
for  concurrence. 

A  petition,  signed  by  the  Rev.  Sydenham  Thome,  a  clergy- 
man of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  an  inhabitant  of 
Sussex  County,  complaining  of  his  being  taxed  in  that  county, 
contrary  to  usage  and  custom,  all  other  clergymen  having  been 
exempted  from  taxation,  and  praying  relief  in  the  premises,  was 
read  the  first  time. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


114 


9o6 


MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


Saturday^  January  15th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  empower  the  President  to  appoint 
suitable  persons  to  preside  in  the  several  Courts  of  General  Quar- 
ter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  this  State/*  being  transcribed  and 
compared,  on  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  William  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  As- 
sembly therewith. 

Mn  Broom,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  deUvered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the  President,  accom- 
panied with  a  letter  from  Captain  William  McKennan  to  him,  a 
certificate  of  monies  advanced  the  Delaware  Regiment  by  the 
State  of  Delaware  for  the  year  1781,  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  in  favor  of  Capt.  McKennan,  sent  for  con- 
currence. 

Ordered  that  the  above  papers  be  readj  which  was  done  ac- 
cordinglyj  and  the  resolution  follows  in  these  words: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Saturday,  Jan,  15th,  1785, 

The  House  took  into  consideration  tlie  letter  from  Captain 
McKennan^  of  the  29th  of  October  last,  with  the  papers  inclosed^ 
and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  Captain  William  McKenoan  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  captain  during  the  time  he 
was  employed  in  obtaining  and  distributing  the  final  settlement 
certificates  of  the  pay  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Delaware 
Regiment,  and  that  the  Auditor  be  directed  to  settle  the  aaise 
and  report  to  the  General  Assembly  the  sum  due. 


Extract  from  the  minutes. 
Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS,  BOOTH. 
Crk  of  Assembly. 
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Mr.  Neill,  a  member  of  Council,  now  appeared  in  the  House 
and  informed  them  he  had  been  very  unwell,  which  had  occa- 
sioned his  not  attending  sooner,  and  therefore  hoped  the  excuse 
of  Council,  which  is  accepted. 

Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
bill  committed  to  his  charge  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  accord- 
ing to  order. 

By  special  order,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
respectmg  Capt.  McKennan,  was  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
curred in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  same; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  paper 
committed  to  his  charge,  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members,  and  adjourned  to 
Monday  next  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Monday,  January  17th,  A.  M.,  1785. 

Council  met.  Present  the  same  members,  except  Mr.  Neill, 
who  is  indisposed. 

Mr.  James,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitied  "An  act  for  establishing 
a  Militia.'' 
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On  rtiOticm,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  January  iSth,  A,  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  yesterday. 

The  Speaker  presented  to  Council  a  letter  directed  to  him  from 
William  Millan,  representing  that  he  had  Charles  Gordon's  obli- 
gation for  ;^I5  :  9,  that  he  had  delivered  the  same  to  William 
McClay,  which  has  been  since  lost;  that  Charles  Gordon's  estate 
was  confiscated  and  sold  for  the  purpose  of  paying  his  debts, 
and  the  residue  for  the  use  of  the  State;  that  the  amount  of  the 
sale  of  said  estate  is  lost  by  the  failing  of  Continental  money  ; 
that  he  conceives  he  ought  to  be  paid  the  principal  and  interest 
of  his  bond  by  this  State,  the  amount  of  which,  as  by  his  account 
now  exhibited,  is  £22  :  17, 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  letter  and  accounts  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  by   order. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  establishing  a  Militia,*'  was  read 

a  second  time. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nixon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entided  **An  act  to  appoint  suit- 
able persons  to  preside  in  the  several  Courts  of  General  Quarter 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  this  State/'  with  some  amendments  pro- 
posed by  that  House  to  the  same. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  House 
of  Assembly  to  the  last  mentioned  bill  were  read. 
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Mr.  Broom,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  resolutions  of  that  House  respecting 
an  allowance  to  the  Delegates  in  Congress,  which,  on  motion,  by 
order,  were  read,  and  follow  in  these  words,  viz  : 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Monday,  January  17th,  1785. 

Whereas  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  toprovide  for 
the  support  of  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  honor  and  dignity 
of  their  station;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  for  the  present  year,  be  allowed 
the  sum  of  forty  shillings  for  every  day  he  has  attended,  or  shall 
attend  in  Congress,  or  any  committee  thereof,  and  also  the  same 
sum  per  day  for  traveling  charges  in  going  thereto,  and  returning 
therefrom. 

Resolved  cdso.  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses,  or,  in  the 
recess  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  President  or  Commander-in* 
Chief  of  this  State,  upon  each  Del^;ate's  producing  an  account 
of  his  attendance,  be  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  cfraw  an  order 
on  the  State  Treasurer  indorsed  on  such  account,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  same;  which  account,  with  the  order  and  receipt, 
shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  Treasurer  in  the  settlement 
of  his  accounts. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  a' k  of  Assembly, 
Sent  for  concurrence. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 
On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  ascertaining  the 
allowance  per  day  of  the  Delegates  to  Congress  from  this  State 
to  the  United  States,  were  read  a  second  time,  in  the  course  of 
which  reading  some  amendments  were  proposed  and  made  there- 
to by  Council. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Polk  deliver  the  amendments  to 
the  House  of  Assembly; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  the  same. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  House 
of  Assembly  to  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  empower  the  Presi- 
dent to  appoint  suitable  persons  to  preside  in  the  several  Courts 
of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace,"  were  taken  into  consideration 
and  severally  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  January  19th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  yesterday. 

The  engrossed  bill,  entitled  *  'An  act  to  empower  the  President 
to  appoint  suitable  persons  to  preside  in  the  several  Courts  of 
General  Quarter  Sessions  of  tlie  Peace  in  this  State,'*  with  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  agreed  to 
by  Council,  was  now  read  and  compared. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  same; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  the  bill  and 
amendments  committed  to  his  charge,  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Raymond,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  ad- 
mitted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  of  that  House 
respecting  the  allowance  to  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  the 
United  States  in  Congress,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by 
Council  thereunto,  to  two  of  which  the  House  of  Assembly  haa 
agreed,  and  to  the  other,  with  respect  to  increasing  the  daily 
allowance  from  40^.  to  45^.,  that  House  had  disagreed;  also  a 
report  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  on  the  resolutions  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  respecting  the  claim  of  Capt.  William  McKennan; 
which  report  follows  in  these  words,  viz: 

The  Auditor  of  Accounts  being  unprovided  with  the  late 
resolutions  of  Congress  for  settling  the  accounts  of  the  Army, 
has  availed  himself  of  the  best  information  in  his  power  to  pro- 
cure at  present,  and  thereupon  begs  leave  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report,  viz:  That  there  is  due  to  Captain  William  McKen- 
nan, for  his  pay  and  subsistence,  and  forage  for  his  horse,  for 
eight  months,  fifteen  days,  the  time  he  charges  to  have  been 
employed  in  obtaining  and  distributing  final  setUement  certificates 
of  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  pounds,  seventeen  shil- 
lings and  six  pence. 

January  i8th,  1785.         E.  McCOMB^  Audt/or  0/ Accounts. 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  Wednesday,  A.  M.,  Jan.  19,  1785, 
read  and  agreed  to. 

JAMES  BOOTH,  CV  k  of  Assembly. 

In  Council.     Read  and  concurred  in. 

JAMES  SYKES,  Cl'k  Leg.  Council. 

Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  establishing  a  Militia, ' '  and  after  some  time  spent  therein  is 
referred  to  further  consideration. 

On  motion,  by  order,  on  reading  the  amendments  of  Council 
to  the  resolutions  of  Assembly  respecting  the  daily  allowance  of 
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the  Delegates  in  Congress  from  this  State,  upon  the  question, 
**Do  Council  rescind  their  amendment  thereto  concerning  the 
increasing  the  daily  allowance  therein  mentioned  ?' '  it  passed  in 
the  affirmative,  and  Council  concurred  in  the  said  resolutions. 

On  motion, 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Loockerman  wait  on  the  Assembly  with 
the  several  (Mipers  delivered  to  Council  by  Mr.  Raymond,  to 
which  Council  had  agreed,  and  also  deliver  at  the  same  time 
William  Millan's  letter,  with  its  inclosures,  to  that  House. 

Mr.  Loockerman,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  deliv- 
ered the  papers  committed  to  his  charge,  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

Mr.  Broom,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House  for  drawing 
an  order  in  fevor  of  Capt.  William  McKennan,  agreeable  to  the 
report  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  with  the  order  drawn  by  that 
House;  which,  by  order,  being  read  and  concurred  in,  follows  in 
these  words,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Wednesday,  January  19,  1785. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  an  order 
on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence  to  William 
McKennan,  agreeable  to  the  Auditor's  Report,  confirmed  this 
day  by  the  General  Assembly. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 
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Mr.  Broom  also  ddivered  to  die  Chair  an  order,  drawn  by  die 
House  of  Assembly,  in  fiivor  of  John  Vining,  Esq.,  one  of  die 
Del^^tes  from  diis  State  to  Congress,  for  die  sum  of  jQi  15  :  10, 
the  amount  of  hb  account,  as  exhibited  to  die  General  Assonbly, 
for  his  attendance  in  Congress  the  last  year,  and  for  the  present 
year  to  this  time;  which,  by  order,  was  read  and  agreea  to  by 
CoundL 

Ordered,  That  the  said  orders  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of 
Council;  which  was  accordingly  done. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  January  20th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  yesterday. 

On  motion  being  made  and  seconded,  that  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  resolution  of  this  House  requiring  and  dire<%ng  the 
members  of  Congress  from  this  State,  with  all  possible  di^>atch, 
to  press  Congress  to  form  and  recommend  to  the  Legislature  fA 
this  State  w£it  in  dieir  opinion  may  be  a  proper  peace  estab- 
lishment, so  as  to  form  the  Militia  of  the  Lnion  on  a  uniform, 
regular  and  respectable  footing,  which  is  granted;  and  Mr.  Bas- 
sett  laid  a  resolution  on  the  table  for  that  purpose,  which,  by 
order,  was  read,  and  follows  in  these  words: 

Whereas  a  well  regulated  Militia  is  and  must  be  considered 
as  the  palladium  of  the  securit>'  of  our  country,  and  the  first 
effectual  resort  in  case  of  hostility;  and  whereas  to  make  it  more 
useful  and  powerful  it  is  necessar>'  the  same  sy-sten  should,  as  near 
as  possible,  perN-ade  the  United  States,  that  the  discipline  of  the 
Militia  of  the  Continent  may  be  uniform,  and  the  same  species 
of  arms,  accoutrements  and  military  apparatus  be  introduced  in 
every  part  of  the  United  States;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  to  Congress  fit>m  this  State  be 
required  and  directed,  with  all  possible  dkpatch,  to  press  Con- 
gress to  form  and  recommend  to  the  Legislatures  of  die  several 
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States  what,  in  their  wisdom,  may  be  a  proper  peace  establish- 
ment for  the  United  States;  in  which,  due  attention,  it  is  not 
doubted,  will  be  paid  by  Congress  to  the  importance  of  placing 
the  militia  of  the  Union  upon  a  regular  and  respectable  footing. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met  and  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  January  21st,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  yesterday. 

Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  **An  act 
for  establishing  a  Militia."  In  the  course  of  reading  the  same, 
by  paragniphs,  sundry  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed 
to  as  far  as  Section  six.  The  further  consideration  thereof  referred 
until  the  aflernoon. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met     Present  the  same  members. 

The  Council  again  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  enti- 
tled **Ad  act  for  establishing  a  Militia,"  from  the  sixth  section, 
and  some  amendments  were  proposed  to  the  seventh,  eighth  and 
ninth,  which  were  agreed  to  by  Council,  the  remaining  sections 
of  the  said  bill  also  agreed  to. 
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Ordered,  That  die  amendments  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  die 
House  of  Assembly  for  concmrenoe. 

On  motion,  ordered, 

That  the  resolution  of  Coimdl  respecting  the  directing  the 
members  of  Congress  from  this  State  to  press  upon  Congress 
the  necesat^'  of  recommending  to  the  sei'eral  Legislatures  of 
the  United  States  what  in  their  wisdom  may  be  a  proper  peace 
establishment,  &c.,  should  be  read:  which  was  done  accordingly, 
and  agreed  to  by  CounciL 

Ordered^  To  be  transcribed  and  sent,  mith  the  abo^'e  men- 
tioned bin,  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  biD  as  a  supplement  to  **An 
act  for  the  better  r^^ulation  d[  servants  and  sla\'es,  &c.,''  die 
same  is  granted,  and  Mr.  Snow  delri'ered  a  bill  on  the  table, 
which,  by  order,  was  read  the  first  time. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly witii  the  resolution  drawn  in  favor  of  Capt  McKennan. 

Ac^umed  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  January  22d,  A.  M. 

Council  met     Present  the  same  members  as  3^esterday. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  for  establishing  a  Militia,  being 
transcribed,  were  compared,  also  the  resolution  directing  the 
members  of  Congress  from  this  State  to  press  upon  Congress 
the  forming  and  recommending  to  the  se\^ral  Legislatures  (^  the 
United  States  a  proper  peace  establishment,  &c. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  As- 
sembly with  these  papers,  together  with  the  bill  for  establishing 
a  Militia. 
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Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  to 
the  House  of  As^mbly  the  papers  now  committed  to  his  charge, 
and  also  the  resolution  in  favor  of  Capt.  McKennan,  which  was 
committed  to  him  yesterday  in  the  afternoon* 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met.     Present  the  same  members^ 

Mr  Nixon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending*  was  admitted 

and  delivered  to  the  Chair  an  engrossed  bill  entitled  *  'A  supple- 
mentar^'  act  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  more  easy  and 
speedy  recovery  of  small  debts/  *'  with  the  original  draught;  the 
en|^rossed  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  empower  the  President  to  ap- 
jx^mt  suitable  persons  to  preside  in  the  several  Courts  of  General 
Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  thb  State/'  and  tlie  engrossed 
bill  entitled  *  *  An  act  to  increase  the  daily  allowance  of  Grand  and 
Petit  Jurors  and  Witnesses/*  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Assembly;  which  were  severally  comparea. 

Mr.  Nixon  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  destroying  the 
Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  virtue  of  any  law  of  this  State;  a  bill 
for  the  support  of  non-commissioned  officers,  private  soldiers, 
&c.,  disabled  in  the  course  of  the  late  war. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  two  last  mentioned  bills  were 
read  the  first  time. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 
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Monday,  January  24th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  as  Mr.  Read  and  Mr. 
Joshua  Polk  now  appeared  in  the  House  and  severally  informed 
Council — ^the  former,  that  at  the  time  of  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Council  the  weather  was  so  extremely  severe  that  he  could  not, 
in  his  state  of  health,  venture  abroad;  that  the  week  following 
some  very  urgent  and  indispensable  business  intervened,  which 
detained  him;  the  latter,  that  his  absence  was  occasioned  by  the 
illness  of  his  wife  and  his  own  indisposition.  Both  of  the  gen- 
tlemen's reasons  are  admitted,  and  they  stand  excused. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  several  engrossed  bills  last  mentioned 
were  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  enable  the  owners  and  possessors 
of  the  meadow,  marsh  and  cripple  on  Cedar  Creek,  in  Red  Lyon 
Hundred,  in  the  County  of  New  Castie,  to  erect  a  new  bank  in 
part  and  to  keep  the  residue  of  the  old  bank,  &c.,  in  repair," 
was  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly and  deliver  there  tne  several  bills  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  support  of  non-commissioned 
officers,  private  soldiers,  warrant  officers,  marines,  and  seamen, 
citizens  of  this  State,  who,  in  the  course  of  the  late  war,  have 
been  maimed,  or  disabled  from  getting  a  livelihood,"  was  read  a 
second  time. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Joshua  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  deliver- 
ed the  bills  committed  to  his  charge,  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  entided  "An  act  for  calling  in  and  destroying  such  of 
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the  Bills  of  Creditp  emitted  by  virtue  of  any  law  of  this  State 
passed  under  the  present  or  former  Government  thereof,  as  are 
now  outstanding,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned/' 
was  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  establishing  a  Militia,  with 
the  amendments  proposed  by  Council  to  the  same,  to  some  of 
which  the  House  of  Assembly  has  disagreed. 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'  clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  January  25th,  A,  M. 

Council  met.    Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion^  by  order,  the  petition  from  the  Rev.  Sydenham 
Thome  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  further  consideration, 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M, 

Council  met     All  the  members  present 

Mr*  Revell,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  compel 
executors  to  give  security  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duty 
reposed  in  them  by  their  testator, '  *  with  a  paper  of  amendments 
proposed  by  that  House. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  amendments  proposed  to  the  said 
bill  by  the  House  of  Assembly  were  read  and  disagreed  to  unani- 
mously. 
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On  motion, 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  bill,  and  the  amendments  of  that  House  disagreed  to  by 
Council. 

Mr.  Neill,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  returned  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  the  bill  and  amendments  thereunto,  proposed 
by  that  House,  according  to  order. 

The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  to 
the  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  establishing  a  Militia,"  to  some  of 
which  the  Assembly  had  disagreed,  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  question  was  put,  **Do  Council  adhere  to  their  7th 
amendment?'*  which  is — in  Section  7  and  line  11  of  the  bill,  after 
the  words  [provided  with]  insert  the  words  [sufficient  arms  and 
accoutrements  to  enable  him  to  be  taught  and  instructed  in  his 
duty  and  exercise,  to  be  adjudged  of  by  the  commanding  officer 
present] — and  the  House  being  divided  on  this  question,  the 
Speaker  gave  his  voice  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  that  the  veas  and  nays  should  be  entered  on  this 
question,  it  was  orderea  accordingly,  which  are  as  follows: 

Far  the  affirmative — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Snow,  Mr. 
Loockerman. 

For  the  negative — Mr.  Craghead,  Mr.  Neill,  Mr.  J.  Polk,  Mr. 
W.  Polk. 

The  whole  of  the  amendments  disa^eed  to  by  the  House  of 
Assembly  were  adhered  to  by  Council,  on  the  questions  being 
severally  put. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Wednesday^  January  26th,  A.  M. 

Council  met     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Craghead  wait  on  ihe  House  of  Assembly 
and  return  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  establish  a  Militia/'  with 
the  amendments  of  CounciL 

Mr.  Waples,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  petition,  signed  by  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Kent  County,  praying  that  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  should  pass  to  permit  them  to  build  a  bridge  across 
Mispillion  Creek,  at  the  upper  landing  on  said  creek,  as  the  same 
would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  public,  and  that  a  considera- 
ble sum  of  money  was  subscribed  for  the  same;  also  another  peti- 
tion, from  divers  inhabitants  of  Kent  and  Sussex  Counties,  against 
the  prayer  of  the  first,  and  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
appointing  a  committee  upon  the  aforesaid  petitions. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  petitions  and  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  were  read» 

Mn  Craghead,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered 

the  papers  committed  to  his  charge,  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  some  amendments  were  agreed  to  to  the  resolution 
of  the  Assembly  for  appointing  a  committee  on  the  above  men- 
tioned petitions,  and  bemg  transcribed, 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  William  Polk  wait  on  the  Assembly  and 
deliver  the  same. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An 
act  for  the  better  regulation  of  servants  and  slaves, '  * '  was  read  a 
second  time.     Referred  to  further  consideration. 

Mr,  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
papers  committed  to  his  charge,  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Manny,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  of  the  House  Assembly 
respecting  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  the  petitions  con- 
cerning the  bridp^e  over  Mispillion  Creek,  with  the  amendments 
of  Council  to  which  that  House  had  agreed,  which  was  concurred 
in  by  Council,  and  Mr.  William  Polk  is  appointed  as  one  of  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Council;  which  resolution  follows  in 
these  words: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

January  25th,  1785. 

The  House  having  taken  into  consideration  the  petition  from 
divers  inhabitants  of  this  State,  praying  that  a  law  be  enacted  for 
erecting  a  bridge  over  Mispillion  Creek,  near  the  upper  landing 
on  the  said  Creek, — ^and  also  the  petition  from  divers  inhabitants 
of  the  Counties  of  Kent  and  Sussex,  praying  that  the  waters  of 
navigible  creeks  may  not  be  obstructed  by  bridges  being  built 
over  the  same,  and  especially  that  no  bridge  may  be  permitted  to 
be  built  over  Mispilhon  Creek,  near  Oliver  and  Cropper's  land- 
ing, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  the  General  Assembly,  consist- 
ing of  three,  be  appointed,  to  whom  the  said  petitions  be  referred, 
and  who  are  hereby  directed  to  go  upon  the  premises  aforesaid, 
and  if,  upon  viewing  the  same,  they  shall  be  of  opinion  that  a 
bridge  erected  over  Mispillion  Creek,  as  aforesaia,  will  be  of 
pubhc  utility,  they  shall  ascertain  the  place  where,  and  the  man- 
ner how,  the  same  shall  be  erected;  and  that  the  said  committee 
report  their  opinion  thereon  fully  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

The  members  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House  are  Mr. 
Revell  and  Mr.  Bradley. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly, 

In  the  Legislative  Council,  January  26th,  1785,  read  and  con- 
curred in. 
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The  member  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Council  is  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Polk. 

JAMES  SYKES,  CVk  Leg.  Council. 

On  motion,  Council  took  into  consideration  the  bill  entitled 
**An  act  for  calling  in  and  destroying  such  of  the  Bills  of  Credit, 
emitted  by  virtue  of  any  laws  of  mis  State  passed  under  the 
present  or  former  Government  thereof,  as  are  now  outstanding, 
&c.,'*  and  after  some  debate  thereon,  is  referred  to  further  con- 
sideration. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  January  27th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  last  mentioned  bill,  and,  on  motion,  the  question 
was  put,  **  Shall  the  bill  now  under  consideration  be  committed  ?*' 
and  It  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question  should  be 
entered,  was  ordered  accordingly,  and  are  as  follows,  to  wit: 

For  the  oMrmaHve — Mr.  Loockerman,  Mr.  Snow,  Mr.  Joshua 
Polk,  Mr.  W.  Polk,  Mr.  Neill,  Mr.  Craghead. 

For  the  negative — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bassett. 

On  motion  that  the  said  bill  shall  be  committed  to  a  committee 
of  three,  the  members  appointed  are :  Mr.  William  Polk,  Mr. 
Snow,  and  Mr.  Craghead. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  last  mentioned  bill  was  committed, 
reported  that  they  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  required 
further  time  to  perfect  the  same;  wnich  was  granted. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  January  28th,  A.  M. 

Council  met     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Nixon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House  for  ap- 
pointing a  committee  of  conference  on  the  bill  for  establishing  a 
Militia. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Raymond,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  recovery 
of  monies  received  under  the  late  Militia  law." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  vesting  in  Trustees, 
for  the  use  therein  mentioned,  the  tide  of  the  school  house  and 
lot  whereon  the  same  is  erected,  and  an  adjoining  lot  in  the  Town 
of  Dover,  the  same  is  granted,  and  Mr.  Bassett  laid  a  bill  on  the 
table  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


922  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 

The  member  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Council  is  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Polk. 

JAMES  SYKES,  CVk  Leg.  Council, 

On  motion,  Council  took  into  consideration  the  bill  entided 
**An  act  for  calling  in  and  destroying  such  of  the  Bills  of  Credit, 
emitted  by  virtue  of  any  laws  of  mis  State  passed  under  the 
present  or  former  Government  thereof^  as  are  now  outstanding, 
&c.,"  and  after  some  debate  thereon,  is  referred  to  further  con- 
sideration. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  January  27th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  last  mentioned  bill,  and,  on  motion,  the  question 
was  put,  **  Shall  the  bill  now  under  consideration  be  committed  ?'* 
and  It  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question  should  be 
entered,  was  ordered  accordingly,  and  are  as  follows,  to  wit: 

For  the  offirmaHve — Mr.  Loockerman,  Mr.  Snow,  Mr.  Joshua 
Polk,  Mr.  W.  Polk,  Mr.  Neill,  Mr.  Craghead. 

For  the  negative — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bassett. 

On  motion  that  the  said  bill  shall  be  committed  to  a  committee 
of  three,  the  members  appointed  are  :  Mr.  William  Polk,  Mr. 
Snow,  and  Mr.  Craghead. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  last  mentioned  bill  was  committed, 
reported  that  they  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  required 
further  time  to  perfect  the  same;  which  was  granted. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  January  28th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Nixon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House  for  ap- 
pointing a  committee  of  conference  on  the  bill  for  establishing  a 

Militia. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Raymond,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  *  *  An  act  for  recovery 
of  monies  received  under  the  late  Militia  law." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  vesting  in  Trustees, 
for  the  use  therein  mentioned,  the  tide  of  the  school  house  and 
lot  whereon  the  same  is  erected,  and  an  adjoining  lot  in  the  Town 
of  Dover,  the  same  is  granted,  and  Mr.  Bassett  laid  a  bill  on  the 
table  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 
On  motion, 


The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  vesting  the  school  house  and  lot 
of  ground  whereon  the  same  is  built,  together  with  another  lot 
of  ground  contiguous  thereunto  in  the  Town  of  Dover,  in  Trus- 
tees for  the  use  therein  mentioned/'  and  the  several  papers  re- 
ferred to  therein,  were  read  the  hrst  time. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
entitled  *'An  act  for  the  support  of  non-commissioned  oflficers, 
private  soldiers,  warrant  officers,  marines,  and  seamen,  &c.,'* 
and  sundry  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  amendments  aforesaid  be  transcribed  and 
sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  concurrence. 

The  gentlemen  to  whom  the  bill  for  destroying  the  Bills  of 
Credit,  ik.^,y  was  committed,  now  reported  that  they  had  essayed 
sundry  amendments  to  the  same,  which  they  laid  on  the  table 
and  submitted  to  the  correction  of  the  House. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  read. 
On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "A  supplement  to  an  act  concerning  servants 
and  slaves,*'  was  read,  by  paragraphs,  and  upon  the  question  oo 
the  enacting  clause,  "  Do  Council  agree  to  the  same?''  it  passed 

in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  appointing  con- 
ferees on  the  subject  matter  of  the  amendments  propoeled  by 
Council  to  the  bill  for  establishing  a  Militia,  was  reaa,  and  follows 
in  these  words*  viz: 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  1 785.  925 

In  THE  House  of  Assembly, 

January  28th,  1785. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  pro- 
posed to  the  bill  entitied  '*An  act  for  establishing  a  Militia,'*  and 
thereupon 

Resolved,  That  it  be  proposed  to  the  Council  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  by  each  House  to  confer  on  the  subject  matter  of 
the  said  amendments. 

The  conferees  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House  are:  Mr. 
Peery,  Mr.  James,  and  Mr.  Taylor. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly, 

Concurred  in  bv  Council.  Gentiemen  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Council:  Mr.  Snow,  Mr.  Neill,  and  Mr.  Joshua  Polk. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bassett  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  appointment  of  a  committee  upon  the  petitions  for  and 
against  the  building  a  bridge  over  Mispillion  Creek,  &c. ;  the 
resolution  of  Assembly  for  appointing  conferees  on  the  subject 
matter  of  the  bill  for  establishing  a  Alilitia;  the  bill  for  the  sup- 
port of  non-commissioned  officers,  private  soldiers,  &c.,  with  the 
amendments  proposed  and  agreed  to  by  Council. 

On  motion,  ordered 

That  Mr.  William  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  following  verbal  message: 

A  Verbal  Message  from  the  Council  to  the  House  of 

Assembly. 

That  the  Council  request  to  know  from  the  honorable  House 
of  Assembly,  whether  any  reports  have  been  made  and  returned 
to  their  House,  in  virtue  of  the  act  for  stating  the  accounts  of  the 
several  Loan-Offices,  and  of  commissioners  into  whose  hands  any 
public  monies  have  come  by  virtue  of  laws  passed  under  the  for- 
mer government,  &c.,  passed  the  12th  February,  1781;  and  if 
any  such,  the  Council  request,  that  the  House  of  Assembly  may 
order  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  Council  for  their  information  as 
to  parts  of  the  bill,  entitled,  *  'An  act  for  calling  in  and  destroying 
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such  of  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  virtue  of  any  law  of  this 
State,  passed  under  the  present  or  former  government  thereof. 
as  are  now  outstanding,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men* 
tioned/*  sent  up  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  now  before  the 

Council  for  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Council  met. 


Saturday,  January  29th,  A.  M, 

Present  all  the  members. 


Mr.  Polk,  being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  the  verbal 
message,  according  to  order 

On  motion,  by  order» 

The  bill  entided  *  'An  act  for  vesting  the  school  house  and  lot 
in  the  Town  of  Dover  in  Trustees,  &c. , '  *  was  read  a  second  time* 
Ordered  to  be  postponed. 

Mn  Gordon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  return  of  the  settlement  of  the  Loan 
Office  accounts  of  Kent  and  Sussex,  accompanied  with  a  verbal 
message,  which  follows  in  these  words,  viz: 

A  Verbal  Message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 

Council. 

Gentiemen  : 

In  answer  to  your  verbal  message,  received  this  day,  the  House 
of  Assembly  inform  the  honorable  the  Council,  that  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  act  of  the  twelfth  of  February,  1781,  have  re* 
ported  their  settlements  of  the  Loan-Office  accounts  for  the 
Counties  of  Kent  and  Sussex,  but  that  no  report  respecting  that 
business  in  the  County  of  New  CasUe  hath  oeen  received.  The 
two  reports  that  have  been  made,  which  are  now  sent  to  the 
Council  for  their  information,  have  not  been  acted  upon  by  this 
House. 

Adjourned  to  3  o*  clocks  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  destroying  the  Bills  of  Credit 
emitted  by  virtue  of  any  law  of  this  State,  Sc,  with  the  amend- 
ments thereto  agreed  by  the  committee  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, were  read,  and  after  some  time  spent  in  the  consideration 
thereof,  is  referred  to  three  o'clock  on  Monday  afternoon. 

Mr.  Smith,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  the  support  of  non-com- 
missioned officers,  &c.,  with  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed 
by  the  House  of  Assembly  thereto. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  on  Monday  next,  P.  M. 


Monday,  January  31st,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Council  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  for  destroying  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by 
virtue  of  any  law  of  this  State,  &c.,  and  the  first  enacting  clause 
being  read,  as  amended,  the  question  was  put,  after  the  same  had 
been  debated,  **  Do  Council  s^^ee  to  the  same?"  and  it  passed  in 
the  affirmative. 

For  the  affirmoHve — Mr.  Neill,  Mr.  William  Polk,  Mr.  Joshua 
Polk,  Mr.  Craghead,  Mr.  Loockerman,  and  Mr.  Snow. 

For  the  negative — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bassett. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Tuesday,  February  ist,  A.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  for  destroying  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by 
virtue  of  any  law  of  this  State,  &c.,  and  after  some  time  sp^nt 
therein,  is  referred  till  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  memben>,  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  last  mentioned  bill,  and  sundry  amendments 
were  proposed  and  agreed  thereunto,  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  postponed  until  to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  Februaiy  2d,  A.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  last  mendoned  bill;  and  the  amendments,  being 
transcribed,  were  compared,  and  the  question  was  put,  and  the 
said  bill  is  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  bill  and  the  amendments  of  Council  thereunto,  tov  the 

concurrence  of  that  House. 

Mr.  Bradley,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  regu- 
lation of  certain  water  grist-mills  on  Brandywine  Creek,  New 
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Casde  County;**  certain  resolutions  of  that  House  for  printing 
400  copies  of  the  Laws  of  this  State,  and  a  proposition  for  filling 
up  the  blank  in  the  said  resolutions  with  the  names  of  George 
Read,  William  Killen,  and  James  Booth,  Esquires;  which,  by 
order,  were  severally  read. 

On  application  of  Mr.  William  Polk  for  leave  of  absence  the 
remaining  time  that  Council  may  sit,  the  same  is  granted. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  William 
Polk. 

Mr.  James,  a  member  of  Assembly,  delivered  to  the  Chair  a 
paper,  sent  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  proposing  to  fill  up  the 
blanks  in  the  bill  for  calling  in  and  destroying  the  Bills  of  Credit, 
&c. ,  with  the  names  of  John  Stockton  for  New  Castle  County, 
Eleazar  McComb  for  Kent  County,  and  Joseph  Hall  for  Sussex 
County,  as  Trustees  of  the  respective  Loan  Offices;  which,  by 
order,  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  regulation  of  certain  water 
grist-mills  on  Brandy  wine  Creek,  in  New  Castle  County,**  was 
read  a  second  time. 

Referred  under  consideration  until  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  Douglass,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  two  reports  of  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts,  the  one  of  26th,  and  the  other  of  27th  January,  with 
some  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  one 
of  these  reports;  Mr.  Henry  NeilPs  accounts,  and  a  resolution 
expressing  the  time  of  the  intended  adjournment  of  that  House; 
which,  by  order,  were  severally  read. 

Adjourned  to  10  o*  clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  for  the  pajrment  of  sundry 
debts;  a  resolution  for  the  payment  of  iSsff  dollars  to  George 
Cra^head,  with  a  memorial  of  the  said  George  Crafi^head,  and  a 
certificate,  signed  by  Joseph  Noam,  Register,  specifying  the  said 
sum  due  to  the  said  George  Craghead,  dated  8th  December,  1781 ; 
which,  by  order,  were  severally  read. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  resolutions  of  that  House  respecting  the  printing  the  Laws, 
with  the  further  amendments  proposed  by  Council  thereunto, 
and  the  proposition  for  filling  up  the  blank  in  said  resolution  with 
the  names  of  the  commissioners  therein  acceded  to  by  Council; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  the  papers, 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  James,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  regulating  water  grist-mills 
in  the  County  of  Ne^-  Castle,  with  the  amendments  of  Council 
and  some  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to 
those  of  Council,  to  which  amendments  of  the  Assembly  Council 
agreed  to.     Sent  to  the  Assembly  by  Mr.  NeilL 

Mr.  Gordon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  returned  the  resolution  of  that  House  for  pnnting  the  Laws 
of  this  State,  with  amendments  of  Council  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  and  a  proposition  for  filling  up  the  blank  in  said 
resolution  with  the  names  of  the  commissioners,  to  which  amend- 
ments of  Council  the  House  of  Assembly  had  agreed. 

Mr.  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  rejxjrt  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
that  there  is  due  to  James  Wilson,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  for  pre- 
senting this  State's  claim  of  the  schooner  Fortune  before  the 
Committee  of  Appeals  appointed  by  Congress,  the  sum  of  ;^3o; 
to  William  Clark,  Esq.,  £\  :  3  :  11,  for  an  order  drawn  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  State  Treasurer,  dated 
i6th  April,  1780,  for  £^\  Continental  money. 

Read  and  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the 
Speaker. 

On  motion.  Coundl  took  into  consideration  the  accounts  re- 
ported by  the  Auditor  of  the  27th  January,  1785,  and  the  amend- 
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and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  for  the  payment  of  sundry 
debts;  a  resolution  for  the  payment  of  185^}  dollars  to  George 
Craghead,  with  a  memorial  of  the  said  George  Craghead»  and  a 
certificate,  signed  by  Joseph  Noam,  Register,  specifying  the  said 
sum  due  to  the  said  George  Craghead,  dated  8th  December,  1781 ; 
which,  by  order,  were  severally  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  resolutions  of  that  House  respecting  the  printing  the  Law9» 
with  the  further  amendments  proposed  by  Council  thereunto, 
and  the  proposition  for  filling  up  the  blank  in  said  resolution  with 
the  names  of  the  commissioners  therein  acceded  to  by  Council; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  the  papers, 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  James,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  regulating  water  grist-mills 
in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  with  the  amendments  of  Council 
and  some  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to 
those  of  Council,  to  which  amendments  of  the  Assembly  Council 
agreed  to.     Sent  to  the  Assembly  by  Mr.  NeilL 

Mr.  Gordon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending^,  was  admitted 
and  returned  the  resolution  of  that  House  for  pnnting  the  Laws 
of  this  State,  with  amendments  of  Council  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  and  a  proposition  for  filling  up  the  blank  in  said 
resolution  with  the  names  of  the  commissioners,  to  which  amend- 
ments of  Council  the  House  of  Assembly  had  agreed. 

Mr.  Clark,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  report  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
that  there  is  due  to  James  Wilson,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  for  pre- 
senting this  State's  claim  of  the  schooner  Fortune  before  the 
Committee  of  Appeals  appointed  by  Congress,  the  sum  of  ^30; 
to  William  Clark,  Esq.,  /i  :  3  :  11,  for  an  order  drawn  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  State  Treasurer,  dated 
i6th  April,  1780,  for  £^i  Continental  money. 

Read  and  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the 
Speaker. 

On  motion,  Council  took  into  consideration  the  accounts  re- 
ported by  the  Auditor  of  the  27th  January,  1785,  and  the  amend* 
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ments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  thereto,  and  agreed 
to  the  same,  and  the  several  accounts  therem  reported  are  agreed 
to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  general  accounts  of  the  Auditor,  and  their  amendments 
thereto,  and  also  deliver  at  the  same  time  the  Loan  Office  ac- 
counts of  Kent  and  Sussex. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  February  5th,  A.  M. 
Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Nixon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  Auditor's  general  account, 
with  the  amendments  proposed  by  that  House  thereto,  and  the 
amendments  proposed  oy  Council  to  the  amendments  of  Assem- 
bly, which  were  agreed  to  by  that  House. 

The  several  reports  of  the  Auditor,  and  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  thereupon,  were  now  considered  and  agreed 
to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  sign  the  same;  which  was  accord- 
ingly done. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  return  the  above  mentioned  papers  and  the  resolutions  res- 
pecting the  printing  the  Laws,  as  agreed  to  by  Council; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
papers  accordmg  to  order. 

Mr.  Peery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  returned  the  papers  last  mentioned,  sent  to  that  House  by 
Mr.  Craghead,  with  the  amendments  proposed  by  Council  to  the 
resolution  respecting  the  Clothier,  which  the  House  of  Assembly 
had  agreed  to. 
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Ordered^  That  Mr.  Loockerman  wait  upon  the  House  of  As- 
sembly and  return  the  above  papers  to  that  House; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  the  papers 

according  to  order. 

Mr,  James,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 

and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House  in  the  fol- 
lowing words,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

February  5.  1785. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  by  the  Speakers  of  both 
Houses  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  fifty  pounds 
to  his  Excellency,  the  President,  Ibr  defraying  of  his  expenses 
during  his  attendance  on  the  General  Assembly  now  and  here- 
tofore, 

JAS,  booth,  CVkofAssembfy. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M^ 

Council  met.  Present  the  same  members,  and  went  into  the 
consideration  of  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respect- 
tng  the  payment  of  sundry  debts  due  frora  the  public,  and  sundry 
amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  that  House  tot 

consideration  and  concurrence, 

Mn  Mitchell,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  several  bilb  passed  at  this  sitting, 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  Assembly. 

Ordered^  That  the  three  laws  returned  to  Coundl  be  now 
signed  by  the  Speaker;  which  was  done  accordingly. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly and  return  the  resolutions  of  that  House  respecting  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  public  debts,  with  the  amendments  of  Council 
thereto,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  the 
payment  to  his  Excellency,  the  President,  the  sum  of  ;^50^  which 
was  agreed  to  by  Council; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  the  papers 
committed  to  his  charge,  according  to  order. 

Mr.  James,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted, 
and  returned  the  resolutions  of  that  House  with  respect  to  the 
payment  of  certain  public  debts,  and  the  amendments  of  Council 
thereto,  all  of  which  were  disagreed  to,  but  the  first. 

Council  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Offices 
of  the  respective  Counties  in  this  State,  in  order  to  fill  up  the 
the  blanks  in  the  bill  for  calling  in  and  discharging  the  bills  of 
credit,  and  upon  casting  up  the  polls  it  appeared  that  the  fol- 
lowing persons  were  choosen  by  a  majority  of  votes,  viz:  For 
the  County  of  New  Castle,  John  Stockton;  for  the  County  of 
Kent,  George  McCall;  and  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  Joseph 
Hall. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  return  the  resolutions  of  that  House  concerning  the  payment 
of  certain  public  debts,  with  amendments  of  Council  disagreed  to 
by  the  Assembly  and  adhered  to  by  Council;  also  an  agreement 
of  Council  to  the  two  persons  proposed  by  that  House  for  Trus- 
tees of  the  Loan  Offices  of  New  Castle  and  Sussex  Counties, 
and  proposition  of  George  McCall,  for  Trustee  of  the  Loan  Of- 
fice of  Kent  County;  as  also  the  several  laws  now  passed,  to- 
gether with  a  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  said 
kws,  passed  this  sitting,  the  titles  of  which  are  as  follows,  viz: 

First  **An  act  to  empower  the  President  to  appoint  suitable 
persons  to  preside  in  the  several  Courts  of  General  Quarter  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace  in  this  State;" 

Secondly,  '*An  act  to  increase  the  daily  allowance  to  Grand 
and  Petit  Jurors  and  Witnesses;*' 

Thirdly,  **A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the 
more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts;*  *' 
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Fourthly.  "An  act  to  enable  the  owners  and  possessors  of  the 
meadow,  marsh  and  cripple,  on  Cedar  Creek,  in  Red  Lion  Hun- 
dred, in  the  County  of  New  Castle,  to  erect  a  new  bank  in  part, 
and  to  keep  the  residue  of  the  old  bank,  dams,  sluices  and  flood- 
gates  in  repair,  and  to  raise  a  fund  to  defray  the  expense  there- 

ofr 

Fifthly,  *'An  act  for  the  support  of  the  non-commissioned  of* 
ficers,  private  soldiers,  warrant  officers,  marines  and  seamen, 
citizens  of  this  State,  who,  in  the  course  of  the  late  war,  have 
been  maimed,  or  disabled  from  getting  a  livelihood  f ' 

Sixthly.  "An  act  for  calling  in  and  destroying  such  of  the 
Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  virtue  of  any  law  of  this  State,  passed 
under  the  present  or  former  government  thereof,  as  are  now  out- 
standing, and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned;" 

Seventhly.    "An  act  for  the  regulation  of  certain  water  grist* 

mills  in  New  Castle  County;" 

Eighthly ^    "An  act  for  the  recovery  of  monies  received  under 

the  late  Militia  law." 

Also  a  verbal  message,  concerning  the  resolution  aforesaid 
and  the  adherence  of  Council  to  their  amendments  to  the  samei 
which  message  follows  in  these  words: 

Gentlemen  : 

Council  have  adhered  to  their  amendments  proposed  to  your 
honorable  House,  and  herewith  returned,  and  snould  have  as- 
signed their  reasons  for  the  same,  did  time  permit;  but  are  doubt- 
ful, from  the  verbal  message  received  this  evening,  that  the  House 
are  not  disposed  to  sit  until  the  reasons  actuating  Council  to  pro- 
pose and  adhere  to  their  amendments  could  possibly  be  stated 
on  paper. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  Peer)',  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  returned  the  proposition  of  George  McCall  for  Trustee  of  the 
Loan  Office  of  Kent  County,  disagreed  to  by  that  House^  and 
proposing  Simon  Wilmer  Wilson. 

On  motion,  an  order  was  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer  in 
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favor  of  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  for  the  sum  mentioned  in  the 
resolution  of  Assembly,  concurred  in  by  Council,  and  was  signed 
by  the  Speaker  and  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Crag- 
head. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly with  the  proposition  of  Simon  Wilmer  Wilson  for  Trustee  of 
of  the  Loan  Office  for  Kent  County,  which  was  acceded  to  by 
Council; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  Smith,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  calling  in  and  destroying 
the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  this  State,  signed  by  the  Speaker 
of  that  House,  and  a  warrant  to  affix  the  Great  Seal  to  the  several 
laws  passed  this  sitting. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  calling  in  and  destroying  the 
Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State,**  was  compared  and  signed  by  the 
Speaker. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  last  mentioned  papers. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  delivered  to  the 
Speaker  of  Council  notice  of  the  adjournment  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  to  the  i6th  day  of  May  next. 

Council  therefore  adjourned  to  the  said  i6th  day  of  May  next 
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OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 
ADJOURNED  SESSION,  MAY,   1785. 


Monday,  May  i6th,  1785. 

A  sufficient  number  of  the  members  not  having  met  to  form 
a  quorum  on  that  day,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until 
Tuesday,  the  24th  of  the  same  month,  when  there  appeared  as 
follows: 

Far  New  Castle  Caunfy — Thomas  McDonough,  Speaker,  Geo. 
Craghead. 

For  Kent  Caunfy — Richard  Bassett,  Vincent  Loockerman,  Silas 
Snow. 

Far  Sussex  Caunfy — William  Polk,  Joshua  Polk. 

Mr.  Craghead  laid  on  the  table  a  memorial,  signed  by  James 
Adams,  of  the  borough  of  Wilmington,  in  the  County  of  New 
Castle,  printer,  which,  on  motion,  by  order,  was  read;  and  set 
forth  that  he  had  frequently  done  pnnting  business  for  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly;  that  ^eat  part  of  the  amount  thereof  was  still 
unpaid,  and  desiring  immediate  payment  of  the  same;  and  it  is 
therein  further  set  forth  that  he  is  desirous  of  undertaking  the 
printing  the  laws  of  this  State,  lately  resolved  by  the  General 
Assembly  to  be  revised  and  printed;  and  that  he  will  perform  the 
same  on  as  reasonable  terms  as  any  other  person  whatsoever. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'  clock  to-morrow  morning. 


940  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


Wednesday,  May  25th,  P.  M. 
ame  members  as  ] 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  yesterday,  except 
Mr.  Bassett. 


Thursday,  May  26th,  A.  M. 
Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  yesterday. 
Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

On  motion,  that  agreeable  to  the  Constitution,  or  system  of 
Government,  it  was  necessary  to  remove  one  of  the  members  of 
the  Privy  Council,  last  appomted  by  Council,  as  two  years  had 
elapsed  since  that  appointment,  and  to  put  persons  in  nomination 
that  one  may  be  chosen  to  fill  up  the  place  of  the  Councillor  so 
removed,  which  being  seconded,  Council  proceeded,  by  ballot, 
to  determine  which  of  those  two  last  appointed  should  be  remov- 
ed, and,  upon  reading  the  polls,  it  appeared  that  John  Lea  was 
unanimously  removed,  and  the  persons  to  be  put  in  nomination 
to  supply  the  vacancy  is  referred  until  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Friday.  May  27th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  the  same  members,  and  Mn  Henry 
Neill*  who  appeared,  was  excused  for  his  absence,  and  took  his 
seat. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Council  proceeded  to  put  in 
nomination  persons  to  fill  the  vacancy  of  a  Privy  Councillor,  and 
the  following  gentlemen  wer^  put  in  nomination,  viz  : 

By  Mr.  Craghead — Capt.  James  Black,  Capt.  John  Garratt. 
By  Mr,  Loockerman — Alexander  Porter. 
By  Mr.  Bassett— James  Sykes; 

And  that  in  the  afternoon  Council  will  proceed  to  ballot  from  the 
above  nominations. 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  petition,  signed  by  Benjamin 
Williams,  owner  of  a  grist- mill,  at  Noxonton,  in  New  Castle 
County,  complaining  of  the  great  hardship  and  inconvenience  of 
his  being  called  upon  to  support  and  repair  a  bridge,  on  the  upper 
road  from  New  Castle  to  Dover,  at  the  head  of  said  mill-pond^ 
w^hich  he  thinks  ought  to  be  maintained  by  the  pubhc,  as  a  bridge 
would  be  equally  neces^ar>'  were  there  no  mill  at  the  place  afore- 
said, and  praying  relief  in  the  premises,  from  the  Legislature  of 
this  State,  which,  together  with  certificates  signed  by  a  number 
of  respectable  inhabitants  of  New  Castle  County,  setting  forth 
that  tne  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is,  in  their  opinion,  reasonable, 
and  that  he  ought  not  to  be  burdened  with  any  expense  rela- 
tive to  the  said  bridge,  more  than  any  other  taxable  of  the  said 
County;  which,  on  motion,  by  order,  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
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EODEM  DlE»  P.  M. 

Council  met*  Present  the  same  members,  and  proceeded  to 
ballot  for  a  Priv^-  Councillor,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  fore- 
noon, and  the  votes  having  been  received  by  the  Speaker,  read 
and  polled,  it  appeared  that  Major  James  Black  was  elected  by  a 
majority  of  votes,  and  he  is  declared  duly  elected  Privy  Coun- 
cillor in  the  room  of  John  Lea, 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday*  May  28th,  A.  M. 

Council  met  Present  the  same  members,  except  Mr.  Snow 
and  Mr.  Joshua  Polk. 

Mr.  Nixon,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  an  order  of  that  House 
appointing  Mr.  Kollock  one  of  the  committee  of  conference  on 
the  subject  matter  of  the  disputed  amendments  proposed  to  the 
bill  entided  "An  act  for  establishing  a  Militia/*  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Peery,  who  is  absent;  also  a  message  from  the  President, 
accompanied  with  sundr)^  resolutions  of  Congress^  and  letters; 
which ^  by  order,  were  severally  read. 

Mr.  Douglass,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  **An 
act  for  establishing  a  Militia/*  with  the  amendments  proposed  by 
Council  thereto,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference 
thereon;  which  report,  by  order*  was  read.  Left  under  consid- 
eradon. 

Mr.  Neill  desired  leave  of  absence  during  the  present  sitting, 
having  a  vessel  ready  to  sail,  on  board  of  whicn  he  purposes 
going  to  sea;  which  is  granted. 

Mr.  Bassett  desired  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days,  havine 

urgent  business  in  Maryland;  which  is  granted. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 
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MoKDAY.  May  30th,  P.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday, 
except  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Neill,  and  Mr,  Snow, 

On  motion,  ordered. 

That  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  subject 
matter  of  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  establishing  a  Militia/'  be 
ag^tn  read*  which  being  done  accordingly >  and  the  question  put, 
'*  Do  Council  agree  to  the  said  report?"  it  passed  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Loockerman,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 

above  question  should  be  entered,  it  is  ordered  accordingly. 


/u?r  the  affirmative 
Joshua  Polk. 


-Mr,  William   Polk,  Mr.  Craghead,  Mr. 


For  the  negative — Mr.  Loockerman. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem* 
bly  and  deliver  the  last  mentioned  bill,  w^ith  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference,  to  which  Council  had  agreea; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  them  accord- 
ing to  order. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  supplementary  bill  to 
the  act  for  regulating  the  wharves,  &c.,  at  Wilmington,  accom- 
panied  by  a  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  said  borough ; 
which,  by  order,  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

Mr,  William  Polk  laid  on  the  table  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
repeal  an  act  entitled  'An  act  directing  the  punishment  of  petty 
larceny,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned;'  "  which,  by 
order,  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  order, 
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The  bill  for  regiilating  the  wharves,  public  streets,  &c.,  in  the 
Borough  of  Wilmington,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  May  31st,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion, 

The  bill  entitled  **A  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  *An  act  for 
the  better  regulating  the  wharves,  public  streets,  buildings,  party 
walls  and  partition  fences  in  the  Borough  of  Wilmington,  in  the 
County  of  New  Castle,  upon  Delaware,  and  for  raising  money  on 
the  innabitants  of  the  said  borough  for  the  public  use  and  benefit 
thereof,*  **  was  read,  by  paragraphs,  and  the  question  being  sev- 
erally put  on  each  paragraph,  they  were  agreed  to  by  Council, 
and  the  bill  will  pass. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  last  mentioned  bill  and  deliver  the  same,  with  the  petition  that 
accompanied  it,  to  that  House; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the 
papers  committed  to  him,  according  to  order. 

On  motion. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  *An  act 
directing  the  punishment  of  petty  larceny,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned,'  '*  was  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

On  motion, 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  'An  act  di- 
recting the  punishment  of  petty  larceny;  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned/  "  was  read  by  paragraphs,  and  the  questions 
being  severally  put,  was  agreed  to  by  Council,  and  the  bill  will 
pass. 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Joshua  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly with  the  said  bill  for  concurrence^  and  also  at  the  same  time 
deliver  to  that  House  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Williams  concern- 
ing the  bridge  over  the  head  of  his  mill  pond; 

Who,  beine  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  the  papers 
committed  to  nis  charge,  according  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  June  ist,  A.  M, 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  yesterday. 

Mr  Nixon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  '*An  act  for  raising 
/ 1 0,500  for  the  service  of  the  year  1785/' 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Douglass,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  repealing  the  act  directing 
the  punishment  of  petty  larceny,  &c.,  to  which  the  House  of 
Assembly  had  agreed. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

Adjourned  to  5  o^dock  this  afternoon. 
119 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Counci]  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

The  last  mentioned  biil»  being  engrossed,  was  compared. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  signed  by  the  Sf>eaker;  which  was 
done  accordingly. 

Mr  Broom,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  report  of  a  com* 
mittee  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  21st  June, 
1783,  to  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  Loan  Office  of  Kent 
County  so  far  as  related  to  the  estate  of  John  Vining»  Esquire, 
decM,  signed  by  Thomas  Collins,  John  Cook  and  John  Clowes, 
dated  April  19th,  1784,  with  the  addition  of  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts to  that  committee  at  the  time  of  the  report  being  made; 
which,  being  read  and  considered  by  Council,  the  appointment 
of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  is  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  deliver  the  said  report,  concurred  in  by  Council; 

Who^  being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  the  report. 
according  to  order. 

Mr.  William  Polk  laid  on  the  table  a  petition^  signed  by  nine 
inhabitants  of  Sussex  County,  who  represent  that  they  suffer 
l^eat  inconvenience  from  a  road  line  through  a  parcel  of  marsh 
m  Cedar  Creek  Hundred,  and  praying  that  a  law  may  pass  the 
General  Assembly  to  permit  the  petitioners  to  erect  a  gate  00 
sdd  road,  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  complained  of 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  petition  was  read* 

On  motion^  by  order, 

The  bill  entided  '*An  act  for  raising  ;^  10, 500,  for  the  service 

of  the  year  1785,  was  read  the  second  time. 


[The  remainder  of  the  Journal  of  the  Council  for  the  year  1785 
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As  dKiwB  bf  tbe  fvooeedngs  of  the  House  of  As- 
booBes  ad^oonsed  00  tbe  6m  of  Juoe  uodl  die  jodi 
day  of  Septemixr.  A  sesston  of  the  Geoeral  Asscmhfy  was  am* 
irened  00  the  twentieili  day  of  October,  1785,  aod  ooatmoed  tuitil 
the  5th  day  of  No^^ember,  wben  an  a<^oimiiiiem  took  pbice  until 
the  5d  day  of  Janoaiy,  1786^  The  foDowing  papers  belong  to 
this  periocQ: 


Piiper 
witib  A  PpfohaioB  for  ibe 
Stroad,  deccued  1 


lo  tiie  CoaaeiU  Fndmj,  Jww  3d,  1785,  by  tbe  H^ 
na  ol  ;f  135 


of  Assembly, 


The  Auditor  of  Accounts,  having  examined  the  papeiB  accom- 
panying the  petition  of  Thomas  Stroud  to  the  General  Assembt)\ 
which  were  raemed  to  him,  begs  leave  to  report:  That  it  appeals 
to  him  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  petitioner  was  taken  or  hired  by 
the  then  President  of  the  State  to  receive  on  board  the  papers  of 
the  Continental  Loan  Office  of  this  State  and  the  records  of  New 
Castle  County,  together  with  some  valuable  private  propert}\  in 
order  to  preserve  them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
then  on  their  march  from  the  Head  of  Elk  to  Philadelphia;  that 
the  said  vessel »  with  the  above  mentioned  papers,  records^  and 
property  on  board,  lyii^  under  the  guns  of  the  fort  near  Wil- 
inii^on,  was  taken  by  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  13th 
of  &ptember,  1777,  and  received  so  much  damage  while  in  their 
possession  that  it  cost  the  petitioner  upwards  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-one  pounds  ten  shiUings  to  repair  her,  which,  together 
with  ;^I5  charged  for  five  days'  hire,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  six  pounds  twelve  shillings  and  ten  pence*  for  which 
he  prays  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  State, 

The  Auditor  has  taken  some  pains  to  obtain  the  nec^sary  in- 
formation relative  to  this  business,  but  has  not  succeeded  to  hb 
wish.  He  therefore  prays  to  be  excused  from  hajrarding  hfa 
single  opinion,  and  to  refer  the  case  of  the  widow  (the  petitioner 
having  lately  departed  this  life)  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature, 
One  thing  he  will  venture  to  mention,  that  as  the  vesselin  ques- 
tion was  taken  up  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  paj>ers 
of  the  Loan  Office  as  the  records  of  New  Castle  County,  the  al- 
lowance»  if  any  is  made,  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  paid  and 
home  equally  between  this  State  and  the  United  States. 

Junejd^  1785.  E,  McCOMB,  Audi^r  of  Acamnis. 
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Memge  from  the  Couiicil  received  in  the  House  of  Assembly^  Jtmc  4,  17^5: 
Gentiemen  : 

The  Council  received  the  last  evening-  their  amendments  pro- 
posed by  them  to  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  suppression  of 
public  marts  or  fairs/*  some  of  which  are  acceded  to  and  others 
rejected  by  your  honorable  House,  and  havine  reconsidered  iheir 
amendments,  still  retain  the  highest  sense  of  their  propriety,  both 
on  account  of  their  tendency  to  shorten  the  bill  and  preserving 
the  propriety  of  expression;  therefore  Council  wish  your  honor- 
able House  to  reconsider  the  proposed  amendments.  But  if  your 
House  cannot  consider  the  same  in  the  light  Council  do,  and  as 
they  conceive  the  bill  necessary  and  useful,  and  the  object  of 
both  Houses,  we  presume,  the  same,  rather  than  it  should  be 
lost,  will  recede  from  their  proposed  amendments. 


List  of  engrossed  bills,  to  which  the  Great  Seal  was  ordered  to  be  oSmedi  hf 
resolution  of  the  Mouse  of  Assembly «  2111  d  sent  to  the  Council  for  concurreaoe 
June  4,  17S5: 

**An  act  for  raising  ten  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  for  the 

service  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five;** 

**A  supplement  to  the  act  entided  'An  act  for  the  bener  rejju- 
lating  the  wharfs,  public  streets,  buildings,  party-walls  and  parti- 
tion-fences, in  the  Borough  of  Wilmin^on,  in  the  County  of 
New  Castle,  upon  Delaware,  and  for  raising  money  on  the  in- 
habitants of  the  said  borough,  for  the  public  use  and  benefit 
thereof;'  " 

"An  act  to  prevent  the  issuing  the  writ  of  capias  ad  saHsf^uien' 
dum,  in  certam  cases;" 

*'An  act  to  enable  Joseph  Oliver,  of  the  County  of  Kent,  his 
heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  to  erect  a  bridge  over  Mispil- 
lion  Creek;** 

'*Anact  to  repeal  an  act  entided  'An  act  directing  the  pun* 
ishment  of  petit -larceny,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned;'' 

'*An  act  for  the  suppression  of  public  marts  or  feire;*' 

"An  act  for  establishing  a  Militia/* 
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Me9Bige$>  from  his  Excellence-  Xicholas  Vuidyke.  Presideni : 

Gemilemtn  of  tiu  General  Assembly  : 

Tbc  SecretaiT  wiH  lay  before  you  sundn-  acts  of  Congress, 
which  I  ha^-e  received  subsequent  to  the  adjournment  of  the  late 
General  Assembly. 

The  requisition  of  Con|^:ress  for  this  Staters  computed  quota  of 
three  million  dollars,  demanded  from  the  United  States,  is  an 
ol]9ect  iHiich,  from  its  importance,  requix^cs  your  earliest  atten- 
tion. The  purposes  to  which  this  sum  is  to  be  applied,  and  the 
reason  of  the  demand,  are  clearly  spedtied  in  die  requisition: 
and  I  trust  it  will  be  unnecessar>'  to  urge  any  arguments  in  £i\x>r 
of  comph-ing  with  a  measure,  the  obx-ious  conse<^uence  of  which 
is  the  estkbhshment  of  foreign  and  domestic  credit. 

I  b^  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  an  act  of  Congress,  of  the 
30th  of  April,  1784,  recommending  to  the  States  to  vest  the  United 
States,  in  Coi^jess  assembled,  ^ith  powers  competent  to  the 
protection  of  commerce,  the  situation  of  which  daims  the  atten- 
tion of  the  se\-eral  States,  and  fe^*  objects  of  greater  importance 
can  present  themselves  to  their  notice.  Without  inN-esting  the 
grand  council  of  the  empire  with  such  powers,  we  can  ncN-er 
command  reciprocal  advantages  in  trade,  or  restrain  such  foreign 
commerce  as  may  not  be  founded  upon  principles  of  equality. 

It  ^-ill  appear,  trom  many  of  the  j>apers  now  laid  before  wu, 
that  Congress  urge  in  the  strongest  manner,  and  with  the  most 
forcible  reasons,  the  importance  and  necessity  of  a  constant  rt^n- 
resentation  of  the  dilferent  States,  and  that  each  State  should 
be  represented,  at  all  times  when  Congress  are  sitting,  by  throe 
members.  The  dignitv  and  interest  of  this  State,  as  well  as  of 
the  Union,  are  materially  concerned  in  a  constant  and  fall  repre- 
sentation, and  I  hope  your  Honore  will  take  this  matter  into  your 
serious  consideration. 

I  must  also  recommend  your  attention  to  the  other  nat>ora 
transmitted,  a  compliance  with  which  will  tend  to  pmmotc  KHlcral 
confidence  and  prosperity. 

NICHOLAS  VANPYKE. 
Dover,  October  27,  1785. 
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Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

I  have  this  day  received,  and  directed  to  be  laid  before  you  by 
the  Secretary,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Ailkirs, 
dated  the  loth  instant,  accompanied  by  information  that  the 
Regency  of  Algiers  have  declared  war  against  the  United  States 
of  America ;  and  also  two  other  letters,  one  from  the  Secretary 
of  Congress^  and  the  other  from  the  Board  of  Treasury.  The 
first  of  these  is  accompanied  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  12th 
instant,  by  which  the  several  States  are  earnestly  called  on  to 
complete,  without  delay,  the  whole  of  their  quotas  of  the  requisi- 
tions  of  September,  1782,  and  Aprils  1784.  The  other  contains 
accounts  of  the  balances  due  on  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  of 
the  30th  of  October,  1781,  and  the  4tn  of  September,  and  the 
1 6th  of  October,  1782. 

The  General  Assembly  will  hereby  be  enabled  to  discover  what 
exertions  are  necessary  to  be  made,  on  the  part  of  this  State, 
for  the  important  purpose  of  effectually  supporting  foreign  and 
domestic  credit;  an  object  which,  from  its  extensive  consequence 
to  all  the  States  in  theUnion,  I  recommend  to  your  serious  con- 
sideration, 

NICHOLAS  VANDYKE. 

Dover,  October  28,  1785. 


Minutes  of  a  meeting  of  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  held  No  vera- 
bcr4.  1785: 

The  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  met  in  the  Council  Cham- 
ber, agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day.  and  proceeded^  by  joint 
ballot,  to  the  election  of  Delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  until  the  ftrst  Monday 
in  November  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
six,  and  the  box  containing  the  ballots  being  examined  by  tie 
Speakers  of  both  Houses,  in  the  presence  of  the  members,  the 
Honorable  Gunning  Bedford,  Junior,  John  Vining,  John  Patten, 
Thomas  Rodney,  and  William  Pecry^  Esqs*,  are  declared  duly 
elected. 


MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL. 


1786. 


VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE, 


[The  manuscript  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  for  the  session 
commencing  January  3,  and  ending  February  3,  1786,  is  not  in 
the  State  archives.  From  the  printed  Journal  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  it  is  found  that  the  session  was  adjourned  to  the  23d 
of  May.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  acts  passed  during  the 
October  and  Januar>^  sessions]  : 

1.  *'An  act  for  the  more  effectual  preserv^ation  of  all  such 
ships,  or  other  vessels^  and  the  goods  thereof,  as  shall  be  forced 
on  shore  or  stranded  upon  the  coasts  of  this  State,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned;'* 

2.  '*An  act  to  supply  the  defect  occasioned  by  the  loss  of 
certain  articles  of  agreement  made  between  John  Brinkle,  late 
of  Kent  County,  since  deceased,  and  James  Partridge,  of  New 
Castle  County,  for  the  exchange  of  their  lands»  ike,  in  the 
respective  counties  aforesaid;'* 

3.  **An  act  to  enable  the  present  Trustee  of  the  Loan  Office 
of  New  Castle  County  to  con%^ey  unto  Joseph  Dickinson,  of  the 
said  county,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  a  certam  tract  or  parcel  of 
land  purchased  by  the  said  Joseph  of  the  late  Trustees  of  the 
said  office;'* 

4.  **An  act  for  the  recovery  of  the  sum  of  one  thousand  ^ve 
hundred  and  fifty-three  pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  six  pence, 
due  from  the  estate  of  John  Vining,  Esquire,  deceased,  formerly 
one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  for  the  County  of  Kent;  ' 

5.  *'An  act  for  the  appointment  of  rangers  and  regulation  of 
strays;*' 
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6.  **An  act  to  enable  the  owners  and  possessors  of  the  tract 
of  meadow,  marsh  and  cripple,  situate  at  Swanwick,  in  the 
Hundred  and  County  of  New  Castle,  to  keep  the  banks,  dams, 
canals,  sluices  and  flood-gates  in  repair;*' 

7.  '  *  An  act  for  devising  and  establishing  seals  to  be  made  use 
of  by  divers  officers  in  the  respective  Counties  of  this  State;" 

8.  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  President,  Directors  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  North  America;*' 

9.  **An  act  to  invest  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, with  powers  for  the  regulation  of  commerce  for  the  term  of 
fifteen  years;" 

10.  "An  act  for  continuing  the  powers  of  sundry  Collectors;" 

11.  "An  act  to  establish  certain  free  ports  within  the  Delaware 
State  and  for  the  encouragement  of  commerce." 


MEMBERS'   NAMES. 


FOR  NEW  CASTLE  COUNTY : 
Thomas  McDonough,  George  Craghead,  George  Read. 

FOR  KENT  COUNTY : 
Silas  Snow,  James  Tilton,  John  Baning. 

FOR  SUSSEX  COUNTY  : 
Joshua  Polk,  Henry  Neill,  Daniel  Polk. 

STEPHEN  SYKES,  Clerk  Pro,  Tern, 


VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


LEGISLATIVE    COUNCIL, 

HELD  AT  DOVER,  MAY  29TH,  A.  D.  1786. 


A  sufficient  number  of  members  to  compose  a  House  not 
attending,  the  Council  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Friday, 
the  second  day  of  June,  1786. 


Friday,  2d  June,  1786,  A.  M. 

The  following  members  appeared  in  Council,  viz  : 

For  New  Castle  County — Thomas  McDonough,  George  Crag- 
head. 

For  Kent  County — Silas  Snow,  James  Tilton,  John  Baning. 

And  the  said  members  being  so  met,  it  appearing  that  the 
Clerk  of  the  Council,  James  Sykes,  Esq.,  from  his  indisposition, 
was  unable  to  attend  at  this  time,  the  Council  proceeded  to  the 
choice  of  a  Clerk  pro  tempore,  and  Stephen  Sykes  was  unani- 
mously chosen. 

Stephen  Sykes  appeared  in  the  Council,  took  the  oath  and  sub- 
scribed the  declaration  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article 
of  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  and  also  took  the  oath  of  office 
as  Clerk  of  the  Council.     \See  note  on  page  //.] 

Mr.  Craehead  presented  to  the  Chair  a  petition,  signed  by  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Castle  County,  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  congregation  in  Mill  Creek  Hundred,  where  the 
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Reverend  Mr.  John  McCreary  officiates,  praying  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  said  congregation;  as  also  a  petition, 
signed  by  the  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  the  head 
of  Christiana,  in  White  Clay  Creek  Hundred,  in  the  County  of 
New  Castle,  praying  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  incorporation 
of  the  said  congregation. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  same  be  read;  which  was  done 
accordingly. 

•  On  motion,  ordered  that  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  two,  to  report  thereon,  to  wit:  Mr.  Baning  and 
Mr.  Tilton. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDKM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  letter  addressed  to  him  from 
the  Chairman  of  Congress,  containing  a  report  of  a  committee 
concerning  the  system  of  general  revenue. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  letter  was  read,  and  also  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Craghead  presented  to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  divers 
inhabitants  of  New  Castle  County,  praying  an  alteration  in  the 
mode  of  making  and  repairing  the  public  roads,  and  for  the  col- 
lecting the  poor  of  the  said  county  into  one  house. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  petition  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  June  3,  1786. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  of  divers 
inhabitants  of  New  Castle  County,  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
churches  of  White  Clay  Creek  and  of  Mill  Creek  Hundreds, 
praying  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  said  congrega- 
tions, now  brought  in  their  report;  which  was  read,  and  follows 
in  these  words:* 

On  motion,  ordered, 

That  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Tilton,  and  Mr.  Snow  are  appointed  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  granting  a  general  charter  of  in- 
corporation to  all  the  churches  and  religious  societies  of  every 
Christian  denomination,  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  in  their  report  upon  the  petitions  of  the  members  of 
the  said  churches,  &c. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next  at  10  o'clock  in  the  morning. 


Monday,  June  5th,  A.  M. 

Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Joshua  Polk  appeared  in  Council  and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  entided  *'An  act  for  laying  a  rate  or  duty  on  certain 
offices  and  lowering  the  salaries  of  the  Justices  of  the  Courts  of 
Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  read. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 

*  ThU  report  does  not  appear  on  the  record. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
more  equal  assessment  of  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
State,  as  also  of  the  property  in  the  same  belonging  to  inhab- 
itants of  any  other  State,  now  laid  one  on  the  table;  which  was 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  further  security  of  Govern- 
ment," was  read  a  second  time  and  unanimously  rejected. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly and  return  the  bill  entided  "An  act  for  the  further  security  of 
Government,"  and  inform  them  that  Council  have  rejected  the 
same. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  laying  a  rate  or  duty  on  certain  offices,  &c.,  was 
read  a  second  time. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday  Morning,  June  6th,  1786. 
Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 
Mr.  Read  appeared  in  Council  and  took  his  seat. 
On  motion,  by  order, 
The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  more  equal  assessment  of 


jmmaetn  vimir  tiuf^  Scatc  and  tor  ncher  namr)!cr<  thrv9«r  mnt- 


Qiiitini  tc-  JKr  on  tlK-  xscott 

ered  n:  tixt  Siiffjkr    of  TXts:  finojs;  or*  Aitmnhh-  tht  t^l  <^>iirle<d 
*  'Ad  mjc  tar  tte  nil  I  ihtt  -jtesui  iiy  o!  LKVfcnwiKTtt.* 

Qcmanoii 

XemhwB,  Thai  Coimdl  wiL  ^  mtc  «  tkixrc  f^mdvBif:  4%:  the  bill 
niiiltn^  *'Ar.  ac:  mr  iariai:  ^  Tale  or  duty.  4!i^c./'  icMiioirrt^ 
juiiciiiiinn 

Adiaamed  ti:>  ^  c  ^dock 


Ccmncii  met  accardin^  to  adioummeni. 

Tbe  Hoiae  noir  were  imo  the  consid^mtior.  oi  Thr  hiJ]  3HlHH^d 
•'Ac  aa  tor  nusii^r  twentv-one  thoosund  p^^iixis  ^  thr  5«*r\»K>r 
of  the  vcar  one  thousand  se^'en  handrpd  and  <npht>*-^x.*'  and 
after  some  time  ^kiq  therein  it  was  v-^ofnmin9^d  K>  Mr.  R«>ad, 
Mr.  Snow,  and  Mr.  Polk,  to  repon  thereon. 

Adyoomed  to  lo  o'doc^  to-morrow  morning. 


WEDXKJiivAY,  June  7th.  1^5^,  AM 

Qnmdl  met  aocordinfr  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Patten,  a  member  of  the  HtMise  ot  AsjsemNv,  «?ter»din^, 
was  admitted  and  deli\'ered  to  the  Oh^ir  the  n^l)*^m  in^  ]V\|n^'h, 
viz :  A  supplementarx-  hill  to  the  act  xrstin^  i^oni^iv*^  >r  \th 
power  to  lex-y  duties,  Ac;  letter  from  the  i^Twiiiitwin  <A  i\"m 
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gress,  recommending  a  revision  of  the  impost  law ;  petitions 
from  Joseph  Tatiow  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Delaware 
State;  a  memoria!  of  Richard  Bassett,  Esquire,  and  the  report 
upon  the  petition  of  Joseph  Tatiow  and  memorial  of  Richard 
Bassett ;  Auditor  s  report  upon  the  first  petition  of  Joseph  Tat- 
loWj  and  the  depositions  of  Samuel  Fisher  and  Joseph  Tatiow, 
with  a  certificate  of  Thomas  Carrell,  Deputy  Quartennaster,  and 
another  of  General  Mifflin,  Quartermaster-General ;  which  said 
papers  were  severally  read. 

Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  more  equal  assessment  of  property  within  this  State,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,**  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  resolved  that  Council  will  go  into  a  third  reading  of  the 
said  bill  on  the  day  after  to-morrow,  in  the  forenoon. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M, 


Council  met  according  to  adjoumnient. 


Council  now  went  into  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  laying  a  rate  or  duty  on  certain  offices,  &c./* 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  it  was  deferred  for  further  con- 
sideration. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  granting  a  gen- 
eral charter  of  incorporation  to  all  religious  societies  of  every 
Christian  denominationi  now  laid  one  on  the  table;  which  wai 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning, 


Thursday,  June  8th,  1786,  A.  M. 
Council  met  and  adjourned  to  3  o'clock* 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  bill  entided  **An 
act  for  raising  twenty-one  thousand  pounds  for  the  service  of  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,'*  now  informed 
Council  that  they  had  made  some  progress  in  that  business,  but 
had  not  been  able  to  finish  the  same,  and  desired  a  longer  time; 
which  was  granted. 

A  petition  from  divers  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Castle  County, 
praymg  an  alteration  in  the  law  for  maintaining  public  roads,  was 
presented  to  the  Chair  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  **An 
act  for  laying  a  rate  or  duty  on  certain  offices,  &c.  ,**  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  same  was  agaii)fdeferred  for  farther 
consideration. 


Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  June  9th,  1786. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Council,  a^eeable  to  the  order  of  Wednesday,  went  into  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  entitied  **An  act  for  the  more 
equal  assessment  of  property  within  this  State,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned,"  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  still  further  consideration  was  deferred  until  this  afternoon. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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Council  met 


EoDEM  Die,  R  M. 

Present  the  same  members. 


On  motion,  the  memorial  of  Richard  Bassett,  and  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon,  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  thereupon  the  Council  concurred  in  opinion  with  the  House 
of  Assembly  that  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  present  sitting, 
should  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  persons  as  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  for  this  State,  agreeable  to  the  17th  section  of 
the  Constitution,  but 

Resolved,  That  such  appointment*  on  the  part  of  the  Council, 
be  postponed  until  the  bill  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly, 
in  their  resolutions  aforesaid,  for  ascertaining  the  allowance  to  the 
said  Judges,  &c. ,  shall  have  been  acted  upon  by  the  Council, 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the 
House  of  Assembly, 

STE.  SYKES.  Crk  />.  T. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tilton  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  foregoing  motion  and  resolution; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  the  same  to 
the  Speaker  of  that  House,  the  House  of  Assembly  having  ad- 
journed for  that  day. 

On   motion,  Council   now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  more  equal  assessment  of  property 
within  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned/  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein  the  same  was  recommitted  to  the 

Sentlemen  on  the  first  committee,  to  which  were  added  Messrs* 
Lead  and  Crag  head. 


Adjourned  to  10  o*  clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Saturday,  June  loth,  1786,  A.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bin  entitled  ''An  act  to  enable  all  the  relipous  denom- 
inations in  diis  State  to  appoint  Trustees,  who  shall  be  a  body 
corporate  for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  the  temporalities 
of  tiieir  respectri'e  congr^ations/ '  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
the  same  was  recommitted  to  the  gentlemen  on  the  first  commit- 
tee, to  which  Mr.  Read  was  added. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  adjourned  to  to 
o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  June  12th,  1786,  A.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same 
members. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  bill  entitled  **An 
act  for  raising  twenty-one  thousand  p>ounds  for  the  senice  of  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,'*  now  rep>orted 
several  amendments,  which  were  read. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Council  now  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
entitled  *  *  An  act  for  raising  twenty-one  thousand  pounds  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1786,''  with  the  several  amendments  proposed 
thereto,  and  after  making  considerable  progress  therein  the  same 
was  deferred  to  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  June  13th,  1786,  A.  M. 

Council  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same  mem- 
bers. 

Council  now  went  into  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled 
*'An  act  for  raising  twenty-one  thousand  pounds  for  the  service 
of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,"  and 
the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  committee  appointed 
to  report  thereon,  -and  upon  debating  the  45th  amendment, 
which  is  as  follows: 

But  whereas  it  is  just  and  reasonable  to  provide  for  the  dis- 
charge of  such  of  the  certificates  to  be  e^nven  for  interest  due,  as 
well  on  all  Continental  Loan  Office  certificates  issued  from  the 
office  in  this  State,  as  on  licjuidated  debts  of  the  United  States, 
due  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  which  may  not  have  been 
received  from  the  taxables  by  any  of  the  County  Collectors;  be 
it  therefore  enacted  that  the  State  Treasurer  is  hereby  authorized 
and  required,  so  often  as  he  shall  have  any  monies  in  his  hands 
under  this  act,  where  the  proportion  is  greater  than  one-third 
of  the  amount  of  the  interest  certificates  aforesaid,  to  exchange, 
without  fee  or  reward  therefor,  any  such  interest  certificates  that 
may  be  brought  to  him  for  that  purpose,  paying  the  amount 
thereof,  in  specie,  to  the  bearer,  from  the  said  overplus  propor- 
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tion,  and  that  the  holders  of  such  interest  certificates  may  have 
ootice  when  to  attend  the  State  Treasurer  for  this  purpose,  he 
is  hereby  also  authorized  and  required,  at  the  expense  of  the 
State,  to  give  public  notice,  by  advertisement,  to  be  inserted  in 
the  Delaware  Gazette,  when  and  where  such  holder  may  attend 
him  for  exchange  as  aforesaid. 

And  on  the  question  to  ag^ree  to  the  same,  the  yeas  and  nap 
were  required  by  Mr,  Read,  and  are  as  follows: 

Veas — Mr.  Craghead,  Mn  Read,  Mr,  J.  Polk,  Mr.  Snow,  and 
Mr.  Basse tt» 

//ay — Mr,  Tilton. 

As  also  the  46th  amendment,  which  is  as  follows:  And  to  the 
end  that  the  taxables,  within  this  State,  who  may  hold  any  cer- 
tificates of  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States,  and  that  all 
holders  of  Loan  Ofllice  certificates  issued  from  the  Office  in  this 
Suite  may  obtain  certificates  for  all  the  interest  due  thereon,  to 
the  last  day  of  the  year  1784,  in  a  reasonable  time  after  the  pas- 
sing of  this  act,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  two- thirds 
part  of  their  tax  therewith,  or  otherw^ise  obtaining  tlie  exchange 
directed  to  be  made  as  aforesaid:  and  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  State,  considering  the  provisions  in  this  act  as  a  compliance 
with  the  first  hereinbefore  recited  rec^uisitions  of  Congress,  be  it 
therefore  enacted,  that  if  the  Commissioner  of  the  Continental 
Loan  Office  of  this  State  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  settle  and  cer- 
tify the  interest  due  on  any  of  the  certificates  aforesaid,  to  the 
last  day  of  the  year  1784,  upon  reasonable  application  to  him 
made,  at  any  time  after  one  month  from  the  passing  of  this  act, 
that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  President  or  Commander- 
in-Chief,  for  the  time  being,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and 
required,  upon  any  and  every  complaint  to  him  made,  and  sup- 
ported by  an  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  party,  or  any  credible 
witness^  of  such  refusal  or  neglect  in  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Continental  Loan  Office  aforesaid,  forthwith  to  summons  the 
Privy  Council,  notifying  the  Commissioner  and  the  part^^  com- 
plaining  to  attend  the  meeting  thereof,  and  then  proceed  mto  the 
mquiry  of  the  facts  of  refusal  or  neglect  aforesaid,  and  if  the  same 
sliall  be  made  clearly  to  appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  President 
and  Privy  Council,  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  issue  his  proclamation  declaring  a  suspension  of  the 
collection  of  Uxes,  directed  to  be  made  by  this  act,  until  such 


966 


MINU^fES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


cause  of  comptaint,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  removed,  and  when 
and  as  often  as  the  President  and  Privy  CounciJ  shall  have  satis- 
factory  evidence  that  it  shall  be  so  done,  the  President,  with  the 
advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  is  hereby  also  authorized  and  rc- 
auired  to  take  off  such  suspension  and  revive  the  collection  of 
tne  taxes  aforesaid  by  other  proclamation  for  that  purpose  to  be 
issued,  anything  herein  before  contained  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  same,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  required  by  Mr.  Read,  and  are  as  follows: 

Veas — Mr.  Craghead^  Mr  Read,  Mr.  J.  Polk,  and  Mr.  Snow. 

JVays — Mn  Tilton  and  Mr.  Baning. 
So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  and  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  bM 
entitled  "An  act  for  raising  twenty -one  thousand  pounds  for  tlie 
service  of  the  year  A.  D.  1786,*'  with  the  amendments  proposed 
thereto,  and  having  made  considerable  progress  therein »  adjourn- 
ed to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  June  14th,  1786,  A.  M, 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Daniel  Polk  appeared  in  Council  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Council  now  went  into  the  further  consideratioa  of  the 
several  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill  entitled  *'An  act  tor 
raising  twenty-one  thousand  pounds  for  the  service  of  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,**  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  amendments  were  agreed  to» 
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Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

The  said  amendments  being  transcribed  and  compared, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cra^head  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly with  the  said  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  raising  twenty-one 
thousand  pounds,  &c.,**  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto 
by  Council; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  vesting  Congress  with  power 
to  levy  duties,  &c. ,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  McLane,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bundle  of  papers 
respecting  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly  upon  the 
accounts  of  John  McKinTy,  Esquire,  with  the  said  accounts  and 
papers  relative  thyeto. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  return  the  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  vesting  Congress 
with  power  to  levy  duties,  &c.,  with  a  paper  of  amendments 
proposed  thereto,  and  a  letter  from  the  Chairman  of  Congress, 
recommending  a  revision  of  the  impost  law; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  the  same  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  accounts  of  John  McKinly,  Esquire, 
with  the  papers  relative  thereto,  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Thursday,  June  15th,  1786,  A.  M. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  accounts  of  John 
ve  thereto,  were  read  a 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock.  P.  M. 


Council  met  according  to  adjournment.     Present  the  same 
members  as  on  yesterday. 


The  accounts  of  John  McKinly,  Esquire,  with  the  papers  rela- 
tive thereto,  were  read  a  second  time. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met,  and  in  the  consideration  of  tne  proceedings  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  accounts  of  John  Mc- 
Kinly, several  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed  and  sent 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration. 

The  said  amendments  being  transcribed  and  compared, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  wait  upon  the  House  with  the 
amendments  aforesaid  proposed  by  Council  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  accounts  of  John  Mc- 
Kinly, Esq. ,  together  with  the  said  accounts  and  all  the  papers 
relative  thereto; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Mr.  Nixon,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  papers, 
viz:  A  bill  for  printing  and  emitting  twenty-one  thousand  pounds 
in  Bills  of  Credit,  to  be  let  out  on  loan,  and  providing  a  fund  for 
sinking  the  same ;  a  message  to  the  Council  from  the  House  of 
Assembly  respecting  the  said  bill;  three  petitions,  praying  relief 
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from  the  distresses  occasioned  by  the  scarcity  of  money;  report 
of  the  committee  upon  the  papers  accompanying  the  President's 
Message  of  the  9th  instant;  resolutions  appointing  commission- 
ers, &c. ;  paper  having  the  names  of  the  commissioners  proposed 
to  meet  commissioners  from  the  other  States,  &c,  with  a  message 
from  the  President,  with  a  bundle  of  papers; 

And  in  the  course  of  the  reading  the  said  papers,  Council  took 
into  consideration  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  ap- 
pointing commissioners  to  meet  commissioners,  &c.,  and  their 
nomination  of  persons  to  fill  up  the  blank  in  said  resolution,  and 
the  said  resolution  proposing  the  persons  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said was  rejected. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  June  i6th,  1786,  A.  M. 
Council  met. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  message  from  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly to  the  Council  respecting  the  bill  for  printing  and  emitting 
twenty-one  thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  to  be  let  out  on 
loan,  and  providing  a  fund  for  sinking  the  same,  and  the  afore- 
said bill,  and  also  three  petitions,  praying  relief  from  the  distresses 
occasioned  by  the  scarcity  of  money,  were  read. 

Council,  upon  considering  the  aforesaid  bill  for  emitting  twen- 
ty-one thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  &c.,  do  reject  the 
same. 

Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Snow,  and  Mr.  D.  Polk  are  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  an  answer  to  the  message  from  the  House  of 
Assembly,  in  which  answer  the  reasons  inducing  Council  to  reject 
the  said  bill  are  to  be  expressed. 

Council  took  into  consideration  the  resolutions  transmitted 
yesterday  respecting  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  &c., 
and  several  amendments  were  proposed  thereto  and  agreed  to. 
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Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  consideration,  together  with  the  following 
verbal  message: 

Genilemtn  : 

Your  resolve  of  yesterday,  proposing  the  names  of  hve  persons 
as  commissioners,  to  be  inserted  in  the  transmitted  resolutions  as 
to  the  intended  meeting  at  Annapolis,  for  conferring  on  the  trade 
of  the  United  States  and  forming  a  system  of  commercial  regula- 
tions for  the  adoption  of  all  the  States  in  the  American  Union»  is 
returned  to  you  as  rejected  by  Council,  for  that,  agreeable  to  the 
rules  laid  down  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State»  in  the 
session  of  February,  1777^  and  regularly  persevered  in  as  to  all 
appointments  to  offices  of  public  trust  of  importance  since  that 
time,  such  appointments  have  been  made  under  the  regulations 
then  adopted  respecting  the  choice  of  civil  officers  of  the  State, 
Delegates  to  Congress,  and  the  Continental  Loan  Officer,  &c.^ 
by  the  two  Houses  meeting  together  for  the  purpose  of  nominat- 
ing a  number  of  persons  for  the  consideration  and  comparison 
of  their  fitness  for  the  service  to  be  performed,  and  after  to  elect 
by  ballot.  These  rules  of  nomination  and  election  the  Council 
conceive  it  right  and  incumbent  on  them  to  adhere  to.  as  weD 
with  respect  to  the  commissioners  to  be  inserted  in  the  blank  leli 
for  their  names  in  the  resolution  aforesaid  as  to  all  other  nomina- 
tions to  be  made  of  civil  officers,  commissioners,  &c.,  necessary 
to  be  appointed  in  the  present  session;  and  as  Its  continuance 
will  probably  be  short,  the  Council  therefore  propose  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  that  a  meeting  be  had  of  the  members  of 
both  Houses,  in  the  Council  Room,  at  6  o'clock  this  afternoon, 
for  the  purpose  of  general  nomination  as  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Crag  head  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assem* 
bly  with  the  resolutions  of  that  House  respecting  the  appoint* 
ment  of  commissioners,  with  the  several  amendments  proposed 
thereto  by  Council,  as  also  with  the  above  verbal  mesvsage  from 
Council  to  that  House, 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


Council  met 


Mr.  Cragjhead,  being  returned^  reported  the  delivery  of  the 
above  mentioned  message  from  Council  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, according  to  order. 

Mr.  McLane*  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly*  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  following 
papers:  The  resolutions  of  the  Assembly  appointing  commis- 
sioners, &c. ;  the  verbal  message  sent  this  morning  from  the 
Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly;  the  paper  of  amendnjcnts 
proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  said  resolutions  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  with  a  paper  of  amendn^ents  proposed  by  the  House 
of  Assembly  to  the  said  amendments  of  Council,  with  the  follow- 
ing verbal  message  to  the  Council: 

Gentlemen  : 

The  House  of  Assembly  having  taken  into  consideration  your 
verbal  message  delivered  this  afternoon,  respecting  the  mode  of 
nominating  and  appointing  commissioners  to  form,  with  the  com- 
missioners from  the  other  States  in  the  Union,  a  convention  for 
the  purpose  of  framing  and  reporting  a  system  of  commercial 
regulations,  &c»,  do  concur  in  the  mode  proposed;  and  will  meet 
Council  for  that  purpose,  at  the  time  and  place  therein  mentioned. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  those 
of  Council,  as  also  the  verbal  message  from  the  House  of  As- 
sembly»  were  read,  and  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly to  those  of  Council  were  acceeded  to. 

The  Council  and  the  House  of  Assembly  met  in  the  Council 

Chamber  for  the  purpose  of  electing  Commissioners,  agreeable  to 
the  appointment  of  both  Houses,  and  the  ballots  being  taken 
and  examined,  George  Read,  Jacob  Broom,  John  Dickinson, 
Richard  Bassett  and  Gunning  Bedford,  Es<^uires,  were  declared 
duly  elected  commissioners  to  meet  commissioners  from  the  other 
States  in  the  Union,  for  forming  a  system  of  commercial  regu- 
lations; and  William  Killen,  Gunning  Bedford  and  John  Jones, 
Esquires,  Mr.  Robert  Armstrong  and  Eleazar  McComb,  Esq., 
were  declared  duly  elected  commissioners  to  meet  commissioners 
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from  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  for  the  purpose 
of  digesring  measures  for  effecting  a  navigable  communication 
between  the  Bays  of  Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  and  for  the 
other  purposes  mentioned  in  the  resolution  on  this  subject. 

[A  page  of  the  journal  here  is  blank,  the  space  evidently  being 
left  for  the  purpose  of  recording  an  omission  of  part  of  Friday 
afternoon*s  and  Saturday  morning's  proceedings.] 

Ordered,  That  Mn  Snow  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  following  papers:  The  resolution  of  that  House  appointing 
commissioners  from  this  State  to  meet  commissioners  from  the 
other  States,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  Council, 
as  also  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly to  those  of  the  Council,  to  which  Council  had  agreed;  with 
a  verbal  message  from  Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly*  which 
was  returned  to  this  House  yesterday,  with  the  several  papers 
relative  to  the  subject  of  commercial  regulations  and  the  improve* 
ment  of  inland  nav^igation,  and  a  letter  from  his  Excellency,  Wm. 
Smallwood,  Esq.,  accompanying  the  resolutions  of  Maryland; 

Who»  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 

to  order. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  message  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  in  answer  to  a  message  received  from  that  House 
on  the  subject  of  the  bill  for  printmg  and  emitting  twenty -one 
thousand  pounds,  &c,»  in  which  first  mentioned  message  the 
reasons  and  principles  upon  which  Council  do  reject  the  said  biH 
were  to  be  expressed,  now  laid  one  on  the  table;  which  was  read. 

On   motion,  by  special  order,  the  said  message  was  read  a 

second  time. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  R  M. 

Council   met.     Present  all  the   members^  except  Mr.  Joshisa 
Polk  and  Henry  NeilL 
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Some  amendments  being  proposed  to  the  message  from  Coun- 
cil to  the  House  of  Assembly  in  answer  to  their  message  of  yes- 
terday and  agreed  to, 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  following  verbal  message: 

"That  the  President's  Message  of  the  ninth  instant,  accompa- 
nied with  Secretary  Thompson^  letter  of  the  first  of  April  last, 
mentioned  a  copy  of  the  Journal  of  Congress.  The  Council  wish 
to  have  a  view  of  them  for  information  relative  to  some  business 
now  under  their  consideration.** 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Mr.  Garrett,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  the  following  verbal  message,  which 
was  read,  and  follows: 

Getiilemeit : 

The  House  of  Assembly  propose  to  your  honorable  House, 
that  both  Houses  meet,  at  six  o*  clock  this  evening,  in  the  Coun- 
cil Chamber,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into  nomination  persons, 
out  of  whom  one  shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  Richard  Lockwood,  Esq.,  one  of  the 
Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans*  Court  for 
file  County  of  Kent. 

It  appears  to  this  House,  that  the  accounts  exhibited  on  behalf 
of  this  State  against  the  United  States,  cannot  be  adjusted  for 
want  of  vouchers  produced  to  authenticate,  support,  and  explain 
the  said  accounts;  and  the  Commissioner  heretofore  appomted 
by  this  State  for  that  purpose,  conceiving  that  he  hath  completed 
the  duties  of  his  appointment,  hath  declined  taking  any  further 
measures  on  this  subject.  In  order,  therefore,  to  effectuate  a 
speedy  completion  of  that  business,  this  House  propose  to  meet 
the  Council  at  the  time  and  place  above  mentioned,  for  the  nomi- 
nating of  persons  for  the  purpose  of  electing  thereout  a  Commis- 
sioner to  procure  sufficient,  or  the  best  attainable  vouchers,  to 
support  the  accounts  of  this  State  against  the  United  States,  and 
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for  transacting;  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  said  United  States, 
al!  the  necessary  business  relative  to  this  important  object. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Tilton  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  bill  for  printing  and  emitting  twenty-one  thousand 
pounds,  &c.,  with  tne  three  petitions,  praying  relief  from  the  dis* 
tresses  occasioned  by  the  scarcity  of  money,  as  also  the  message 
from  Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly  in  answer  to  a  message 
from  that  House  respecting  the  said  bill  for  printing  and  emit* 
ting,  <&c. ; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

A  Message  from  the  Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
IN  answer  to  their  Message  of  Thursday  last. 

Geniiemen  : 

We  have  considered  the  bill  for  emitting  jf  21,000  on  loan;  also 
for  suspending  executions  for  a  limited  time;  and  after  the  most 
impartial  and  candid  examination  of  it,  have  disagreed  thereto. 

We  will  not  take  up  your  present  time  with  long  and  defensive 
arguments,  but  will  mention  concisely  some  of  the  leading  or 
pnncipal  reasons  which  have  influenced  our  conduct,  and  hope 
they  will  be  satisfactory. 

We  know  that  previous  to  the  Revolution  happy  concurrence 
of  circumstances  gave  an  advantageous  credit  to  our  paper  cur* 
rency,  but  since  that  period  all  experience  ser\^es  to  show  that 
nothing  short  of  a  bank,  or  fund,  at  which  paper  may  be  ex- 
changed, at  pleasure,  for  hard  money,  can  prevent  the  former 
from  depreciation. 

A  paper  currency,  issued  upon  the  principle  proposed  by  your 
honoraole  House,  would  not  pass  in  the  taxes  oi  the  State  for 
Continental  use,  nor,  in  our  apprehension,  be  current  for  any 
purpose  whatsoever  anywhere  without  the  State,  and  oonse* 
quently  must  fail  to  answer  our  most  necessary  occasions^  Wc 
are  therefore  of  opinion  that  instead  of  affording  relief  to  the 
people,  the  measure  proposed  would  injure  the  estates  of  indus- 
trious and  worthy  citizens,  and  depreciate  the  morals  of  others  in 
the  same  proportion  as  the  money  itself  depreciated. 

The  facilities  to  be  issued  from  the  Continental  Loan  Office  of 
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this  State,  agfreeable  to  the  Tax  Bill  now  peodioi^  with  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  wiO  answer  most  purposes  of  a  circulating  paper 
medium.  Being  payable  in  Continental  taxes,  it  will  of  course 
become  a  currency  in  most  cases.  An  additional  quantity  of 
paper  money,  in  the  opinion  of  Council,  would  so  far  exceed  the 
due  proportion  of  paper  to  hard  money  within  the  State,  as  to 
depreciate  the  facilities,  and  thereby  deprive  us  of  the  only  cir- 
culating paper  we  can,  at  this  time,  reasonably  hope  to  establish- 

Permit  us,  gentlemen,  before  we  close  our  address,  to  suggest 
our  opinion  of  the  source  of  those  distresses  which  you  so  feel- 
ingly mention:  and  we  hope  you  will  be  persuaded  of  our  desire 
to  concur  with  you  in  every  measure  of  public  utility,  w^hen  we 
have  pointed  out  to  you  the  means  of  redressing  these  evils 
which  we  suffer  from  being  in  debt  and  involved  one  with  an- 
other. 

This  kind  of  distress,  we  conceive,  can  only  proceed  from 
men's  living  beyond  their  income,  or  speculating  indiscreetly 
upon  their  neighbors'  property,  and  but  very  rarely  from  inevi- 
table misfortune. 

The  plain  and  obvious  means  of  redress  then  will  be  a  strict 
and  uniform  course  of  justice,  and  we  apprehend  the  Legislature 
cannot  more  elTectually  contribute  to  the  end  proposed  than  by  a 
further  hmitation  and  restriction  upon  book  debts,  and  a  regu- 
lation, as  well  in  the  form  of  the  warrant  of  attorney,  usually  an- 
nexed to  bonds  given  for  payment  of  monies,  as  of  the  manner 
used  in  proceeding  thereon  m  the  courts  of  justice,  for  that  in 
their  present  form  and  use  they  have  tended  rather  to  create  an 
artifioal  credit  than  otherwise.  THO.   McDONOUGH. 

A  Verbal  Message  from  the  Council  to  the  House  of 

Assembly. 
Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  agree  to  the  propositions  contained  in  the  verbal 
message  from  your  honorable  House  of  Saturday  afternoon,  to 
meet  m  the  Cfouncil  Chamber  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into 
nomination  persons  as  well  to  fill  the  vacant  seat  on  tne  bench  of 
the  Common  Pleas  Court  in  the  County  of  Kent,  as  also  a  Com- 
missioner of  the  Public  Accounts  of  this  State  against  the  United 
States.  Council  therefore  propose  the  hour  of  seven,  this  after- 
noon»  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 
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Mr.  Eramerson,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend* 
ing,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  papers: 
Resolutions  appointing  Commissioners,  &c,,  the  paper  of  amend- 
ments proposed  thereto  by  the  Council,  and  also  a  paper  of  amend* 
ments  and  an  additional  amendment  by  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  June  i8th,  1786,  A.  M. 
Council  met  and  adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EODEM  DlE»  P.   M. 

Council  met.  Present  the  same  members,  except  Mr.  Joshua 
Polk. 

Mr.  Neill  now  appeared  in  Council  and  took  his  seat,  having 
first  informed  Council  that  he  was  unable  to  attend  sooner  on 
account  of  his  indisposition ;  he  is  therefore  excused. 

The  Speaker  having  received  the  following  papers:  The  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  raising  twenty-one  thousand  pounds  for  the 
service  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six/* 
the  paper  of  amendments  proposed  by  Council  to  tlie  said  bUl, 
to  many  of  which  said  amendments  the  House  of  Assembly  do 
disagree,  with  a  paper  of  additional  amendments  proposed  by 
the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  aforesaid  bill,  now  laid  them  on 
the  table. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  Council  to  the  said  bill,  and 
those  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  were 

read. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Tuesday,  June  19th,  1786,  A.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  went  into  the  con- 
sideration of  such  of  their  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill  enti- 
tled '*An  act  for  raising  21,000  pounds,  &c.,**  as  were  disagreed 
to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Council  adjourned  until  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  verbal  message  proposed  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly on  Saturday  last  from  Council,  but  was  prevented  by  the 
adjournment  of  that  House,  be  postponed  until  the  passing  of 
the  bill  for  raising  ;^2i,ooo  for  the  service  of  the  year  1786  by 
Council. 

Council  then  proceeded  to  the  further  consideration  of  their 
amendments  proposed  to  the  said  bill  and  rejected  in  part  by  the 
House  of  Assembly,  together  with  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  House  of  Assembly  to  said  bill;  and  upon  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  following  amendment  proposed  to  their  45th  original 
amendment,  viz: 

**When  and  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  received,  under  this 
act,  any  greater  sum  in  specie  than  five  thousand  six  hundred 
and  ten  pounds  fifteen  shillings,  the  one-third  of  the  remaining 
moiety  of  the  eight  million  of  dollars  aforesaid,  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  exchange,  without  fee  or  reward 
therefor,  any  such  interest  certificates  aforesaid  that  may  be 
brought  to  him  for  that  purpose,  paying  the  amount  thereof  in 
specie  to  the  bearer  out  of  any  such  overplus  proportion,  and 
that  at  any  time  between  the  passing  of  this  act  and  the  31st  day 
of  May  next.'* 
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The  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Tilton,  which  were 
as  follows,  viz: 

Veas — Mr.  Craghead,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Snow,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr. 
Neill,  Mr.  D.  Polk. 

Nay — Mr.  Tilton. 

An  amendment  was  proposed  by  Council  to  their  46th  original 
amendment,  viz: 

* '  That  in  case  of  the  refusal  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Con- 
tinental Loan  Office  for  this  State  to  issue  certificates  of  interest 
due  on  Loan-Office  certificates  issued  from  the  office  of  this  State, 
and  other  liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States  due  to  the  in- 
habitants of  this  State,  the  President  be  directed  to  issue  his 
summons  for  calling  the  General  Assembly  together,  at  Dover, 
to  take  under  their  notice  and  determine  upon  such  refusal  or 
neglect.'* 

The  Question  being  put,  *'Will  the  same  be  agreed  to?"  the 
yeas  ana  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Tilton,  and  were  as  follows  : 

Veas — Mr.  Craghead,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Daniel 
Polk. 

Nays — Mr.  Snow,  Mr.  Tilton. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  June  21st,  1786,  A.  M. 
Council  met  and  adjourned  to  3  o'  clock. 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  I  786.  979 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

Mr.  Shankland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  at- 
tending, was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
papers,  viz:  A  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  calling  in  and 
destroying  the  Bills  of  Credit,  &c. ;  a  memorial  of  Simon  W. 
Wilson;  which  said  papers  were  read. 

Mr.  Read,  appointed  yesterday  to  prepare  a  message  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  now  laid  one  on  the  table;  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  Jiine  22d,  1786,  A.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Patten,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  papers, 
viz:  Resolutions  for  negotiating  a  loan  from  the  bank;  a  mes- 
sage from  the  President  to  the  General  Assembly;  a  resolution 
respecting  an  adjournment;  with  a  copy  of  the  continuation  of 
the  Journals  of  Congress  from  the  3d  of  March  last  to  the  2d  in- 
stant, and  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  lately 
concluded  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  his  Majesty 
the  King  of  Prussia,  mentioned  in  the  said  message  from  the 
President;  which  said  papers  were  read. 

The  Council  now  went  into  the  consideration  of  the  message 
proposed  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein  the  same  was  agreed  to. 

Upon  the  question  to  agree  to  the  same,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  required  by  Mr.  Tilton,  and  are  as  follows: 
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Vfos — Mr*  Cragheadi  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Snow,  Mr.  Neill,  Mr. 

D.  Polk,  Mn  Baning, 

Nay — Mr.  Tilton. 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly with  the  following  papers,  to  wit:  The  bill  entitled  '*An  act 
for  raising  twenty- one  thousand  pounds  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1786,  with  the  first  paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto 
by  Council  and  still  adhered  to;  the  second  paper  of  amendments 
proposed  to  the  said  bill  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  also 
with  a  third  paper  of  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to 
some  of  their  original  amendments  to  said  bill,  with  the  above 
mentioned  message  from  Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly;  and 
also  with  resolutions  ascertaining  the  duty  of  Commissioners  of 
the  Continental  Loan  Offices;  a  letter  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 
dated  15th  October,  1785,  with  resolutions  of  Congress  of  Sep* 
tembefi  1782,  and  October  12th,  1785, 

Mr.  Craghead,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof 

according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  supplementary  act  to  an  act  entitled  **An  act  for  calling  in 
and  destroying  such  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  virtue  of  any 
law  of  this  State,  passed  under  the  present  or  former  Government 
thereof,  as  are  now  outstanding,  and  for  other  purposes  thereifi 

mentioned,''  was  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  D.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 

with  the  following  verbal  message: 

A  Message  from  the  Council  to  the  Housb  of  Assembly. 
Gentlemen : 

The  Council  had  deliberated  upon  and  acceded  to  the  proposi* 
tion  contiiined  in  the  verbal  message  from  your  honorable  House 
of  Saturday  afternoon,  and  were  preparing  to  transmit  the  same, 
when  a  member  of  your  honorable  House  informed  Council  of 
their  adjournment  for  the  day;  since  which  Council  acted  upon 
the  tax  bill  in  such  way  that,  in  their  opinion,  another  vacancy  in 
a  public  office,  to  wit:  that  of  State  Treasurer,  may  be  neceasary 
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to  be  supplied  by  nomination  and  ballot  Therefore  it  is  that 
Council  now  declare  their  readiness  to  meet  the  House  of  As- 
sembly for  the  purpose  of  putting  into  nomination  persons  to 
supply  any  vacancies  necessary  to  be  filled  by  the  choice  of  the 
General  Assembly  generally,  or  in  conjunction  with  his  Excel- 
lency, the  President,  at  any  time  and  place  which  your  honorable 
House  may  propose. 

Mr.  D.  Polk,  being  returned,   reported  the  delivery  of  the 
above  message  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  following  papers:  Resolutions  appointing  Commission- 
ers, &c. ;  first  paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  Council 
and  a  second  paper  of  amendments  proposed  by  House  of  As- 
sembly, and  a  resolution  of  Council  respecting  the  canal  business; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accordmg 
to  order. 

Mr.  Clark,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending  at 
the  door,  was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  fi-om 
the  House  of  Assembly  to  Council,  which  follows  in  these  words: 

A  Message  to  the  Council  from  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Getitlemeti : 

The  House  of  Assembly  have  taken  into  consideration  the 
several  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill  entitied  **An  act  for 
raising  ;^2 1,000  for  the  service  of  the  year  1786,"  and  also  the 
message  fi-om  your  honorable  House  containing  the  reasons  upon 
which  you  proposed  and  still  adhere  to  your  amendments;  but 
as  the  session  draws  near  to  a  conclusion,  time  will  not  permit  us 
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to  State  to  the  Council  the  principles  which  induce  this  House 
to  reject  divers  of  your  amendments,  yet,  from  a  conviction  of 
the  necessity  of  giving  efficacy  to  a  bill  so  essentially  requisite  to 
the  honor  of  the  State  and  the  dignity  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, this  House  are  desirous  of  adopting  the  most  conciliatory 
and  speedy  measures  to  effect  a  concurrence  of  sentiment,  and 
therefore  propose  to  the  Council  a  committee  of  conference  on 
the  subject  matter  of  the  disputed  amendments,  and  have  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Bedford,  Mr.  Patten,  and  Mr.  Mitchell  conferees  on 
the  part  of  this  House. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

THOMAS  DUFF,  Speaker, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tilton, 

That  this  House  appoint  a  committee  of  conferees  to  confer 
with  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject 
matter  of  the  amendments  proposed  by  Council  to  the  bill  for 
raising  £21,000  for  the  service  of  the  year  1786,  and  divers  of 
them  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly  before  the  Council 
shall  be  in  possession  of  the  reasons  the  House  of  Assembly  had 
for  such  disagreement; 

And  the  question  being  put,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  desired 
by  Mr.  Tilton,  and  are  as  follows,  viz: 

Yeas — Mr.  Snow,  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr,  Baning, 

Nays—Ui.  Read,  Mr.  Neill,  Mr.  D,  Polk. 

The  House  being  divided,  Mr.  Speaker  gave  his  voice  against 
the  motion,  and  it  was  determined  m  the  negative. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Friday,  June  23d.  1786^  A.  M. 

Council  met     Present  the  same  members  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  motion  and  resolution  of  the  Council  res- 
pecting the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  conferees  to  confer 
with  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  of 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  tax  bill,  before 
Council  should  be  in  possession  of  the  reasons  the  House  of 
Assembly  had  for  such  disagreement,  be  transcribed  and  sent 
to  the  House  of  Assembly,  tog^ether  with  the  following  message 
from  Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly :  * 

Mr.  Neill  fs  appointed  to  deliver  the  said  transcribed  motton 
and  resolution  and  the  said  message;  who^  being  returned,  re- 
ported the  dehvery  thereof  accordingly. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending^ 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  the  suppression  of  idleness,  vice, 
and  immoralit)';  which  said  bill  was  read. 

On  modon,  by  order, 

The  resolutions  for  negotiating  a  loan  from  the  bank  were  read 
a  second  time,  and  after  some  time  spent  in  the  consideration 
thereof  the  same  was  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly.   Said  resolutions  follow  in  these  words: 


In  the  House  of  Assembly,  June  21,  1786. 


Resolved,  That 


be  and  are  hereby  appointed 


Commissioners  on  behalf  of  this  State  to  negotiate  a  loan  with 
the  President,  Directors,  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  North 
America,  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  fifteen  thousand  pounds,  to 
be  repaid  in  annual  installments,  to  commence  from  tne  expira- 
tion of  one  year  from  the  receipt  of  such  money,  on  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  they  shall  think  most  advantageous  to  the 
interest  of  this  State;  and  the  said  Commissioners  are  hereby 
authorised  and  empowered  to  pledge  the  laith  and  honor  of  this 


*  This  message  is  omitted  by  the  Clerk. 
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State  for  the  repayment  of  the  said  sum,  with  an  annual  interest 
of  six  per  centum  on  the  samcj  till  the  whole  principal  is  re- 
funded, with  the  accruing  interest  thereon. 

And  the  said  Commissioners  are  further  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  pledge  the  faith  of  this  State  (if  the  said  President* 
Directors,  and  Company  aforesaid  should  think  it  necessary*) 
that  this  State  will  pass  a  legislative  act  confimiine  any  contract 
so  entered  into  by  their  said  Commissioners,  ana  making  pro- 
vision therein  for  die  repayment  of  the  said  money  on  the  terms 
and  conditions  that  may  be  a^eed  upon  between  the  said  Com- 
missioners and  the  President,  Directors,  and  Company  aforesaid. 

Extract  from  the  secret  Journals,  the  members  of  the  Hotise  of 
Assembly  having  been  enjoined  to  secrecy  respecting  the  preced- 
ing resolution. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  Crko/Assemdfy. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

Thus  acted  upon  in  Council,  June  23,  1786.  Read»  considered 
and  rejected. 

STE.  SYKES.Crko/CaundlP.  T. 

The  Council  adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  R  M. 

Council  met     Present  the  same  members. 

Mr.  Nixon^  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  papers, 
viz:  Resolutions  appointing  Commissioners,  &c. ;  a  resolution 
of  Council  respecting  the  canal  business  ;  with  the  paper  cf 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  appointment  of  Commission- 
ers, &c,,  on  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  witli  the  foUowyig 
message  to  the  Council  from  the  House  of  Assembly:* 


♦  OmiUed  by  Qerk. 
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On  motion,  the  said  message  is  referred  to  a  committee  of 
two,  viz:  Mr.  Read  and  Mr.  D.  Polk,  to  report  thereon,  who 
are  to  state  the  reasons  of  Council  for  receding  from  their  deter* 
minatlon  respecting  the  proposal  of  appointing  a  committee  of 
conferees  to  confer  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  amendments  pro- 
posed to  the  tax  bill. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Read,  Mr.  Neill,  and  Mr.  Baning  be  a  com- 
mittee of  conferees  to  confer  with  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  amendments  proposed  by 
Council  lo  the  bill  for  raising  ^21,000  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1786,  and  divers  of  them  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Council  met. 


Saturday,  24th  June,  1786,  A.  M. 
Present  the  same  members. 


The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer  to  the  message 
from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  Conncil,  and  to  whom  the  said 
message  was  referred  to  report  thereon,  now  laid  on  the  table 
the  following  message;  which,  by  order,  was  read;  the  same,  by 
special  order,  was  read  a  second  time  and  agreed  to,  in  these 
words:* 

The  supplementary  bill  to  the  act  for  calling  in  and  destroying 
the  Bills  of  Credit,  &c.,  was  now  read  a  third  time,  and  an  amend- 
ment being  proposed  and  agreed  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tilton  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill  and  paper  of  amendment,  with  the  memorial  of 
Simon  W.  Wilson. 

Mr.  Tilton,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  ac- 
cording to  order. 
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The  bill  for  the  suppression  of  vice  and  immorality,  was  now 
read  a  second  time,  and  some  amendments  proposed  thereto  and 

agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed  and  sent, 
with  the  said  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  considera- 
tion and  concurrence. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill  and  the  paper  of  amendments  proposed  by 
Council  thereto; 

Whoj  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery,  &c. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  of  Council  yesterday  afternoon 
respecting  the  appointment  of  conferees  to  confer  with  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  bill  for  raising 
;^2 1,000  for  the  service  of  the  year  1786,  be  transcribed  and  sent 
to  the  House  of  Assembly;  which  was  done,  and,  with  the  above 
message  from  Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  sent  to  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  D.  Polk  wait  upon  tlie  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  above  resolution  and  message; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M 

Council  met     Present  the  same  members. 

The  committee  of  conferees  appointed  to  confer  with  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject  matter  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  Council  to  the  bill  for  raising  ;^2 1,000 
for  the  service  01  the  year  1786,  now  made  their  report,  to  which 
Council  agreed. 
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On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  transmitted  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  together  with  the  paper  of  amendments,  as  also  with 
the  paper  of  amendments  proposed  by  the  committee  of  con* 
fcrees. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Craghead  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly with  the  aforesaid  bill  and  several  papers  of  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

On  motion,  that  the  sense  of  Council  be  taken  whether  Mr. 
Tilton  have  leave  to  enter  at  large  upon  the  minutes  of  Council 
his  reasons  for  disagreeing  to  sundry  amendments  proposed  by 
Council  to  the  bill  for  raising  j^2i,ooo,  &c»»  and  for  protesting 
against  a  message  from  the  Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
of  the  22d  instant,  agreeable  to  leave  then  had  and  obtained  of 
Council;  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative. 

Whereupon  Mn  Tilton  laid  on  the  table  a  paper  exhibited  as 
containing  his  reasons  for  his  disagreement  and  protest,  w^hich 
follows  in  these  words: 

ist  Because  the  end  proposed  by  the  first  amendment,  for 
increasing  the  sum  to  be  raised,  and  all  the  numerous  amend- 
ments dependent  thereon,  is  allowable  in  another  way,  and  more 
10  the  ao vantage  of  the  State.  Instead  of  paying  one- third  of 
the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  September,  1782,  in  specie,  agree- 
ably to  the  intention  of  this  amendment,  it  is  admitted  the  whole 
might  be  paid  in  facilities.  By  a  separate  provision  then  for  this 
requisition,  such  as  we  have  reason  to  believe  the  House  of  As- 
sembly intend,  our  tax  laws  would  be  more  simple  and  easily 
executed,  more  facilities  might  be  brought  into  circulation,  and 
as  their  value  would  be  enhanced,  they  would  circulate  more 
currently  and  be  of  greater  public  utility;  and  in  proportion  as 
this  State  is  enabled  easily  and  speedily  to  comply  with  the 
requisitions  of  Congress,  the  Federal  Government  will  be  l^ne- 
fited. 

2d.  Because  the  Articles  of  Confederation  expressly  declare 
that  the  proportion  of  taxes  to  be  raised  by  each  State  in  the 
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support  of  the  Federal  Government,  shall  be  laid  and  levied  by 

the  authority  and  direction  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  sev^eral 
States,  within  the  time  agreed  ufon  by  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled;  and  the  United  States  have  recjuired  the 
Legislatures  of  each  State  in  the  Union,  to  provide,  in  the  act 
complying  with  their  requisition  of  the  27  Sept.,  1785,  that,  if 
on  the  first  day  of  Januar>s  1787,  the  said  State's  quota  of  facili- 
ties shall  not  be  in  the  hands  of  the  State  Treasurer,  or  other 
proper  officer,  the  deficiencies  shall  be  collected  and  paid  into  the 
Continental  Treasury,  in  specie;  therefore  the  44th  amendment 
for  postponing  the  completion  of  this  collection  until  the  31st 
May,  1787,  cannot  be  considered  as  a  compliance  with  the  said 
requisition,  and  this  circumstance  of  time  must  be  regarded  as 
essential  to  the  requisition,  and  not  as  a  mere  matter  of  form*  as 
was  alleged  and  mai?i(ained  in  CounctL 

3d.  Because  the  45th  amendment,  for  authorizing  and  requir* 
ing  the  State  Treasurer  to  exchange  specie  for  facilities  is  contraiy 
to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  requisition  with  which  our  act  is 
intended  to  be  a  compliance.  This  amendment  will  also  have  a 
manifest  tendency  to  depreciate  the  facilities,  and,  if  adopted^ 
must  prove  injurious  to  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  State,  by 
opening  a  partial  and  dangerous  speculation  at  the  State  Trea* 
sury. 

4th.  Because  the  46th  amendment,  in  its  original  form,  to 
enable  the  President  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council  to 
suspend  the  operation  of  the  tax  laws,  as  well  as  in  the  amended 
form  in  which  it  now  stands,  to  enable  the  President  with  the 
advice  of  the  Privy  Council  to  summon  the  General  Assembly 
for  the  express  purpose  of  taking  cognizance  of  officers  appointed 
by  Congress,  and  accountable  to  them  alone,  must  be  considered 
as  manifestly  tending  to  an  incroachment  on  the  just  rights  and 
prerogatives  of  Congress,  engaged  for  by  the  plighted  faith  of  this 
State  through  their  Delegates  in  Congress  assembled.  It  a]sa 
behoves  Council  to  have  a  due  regard  to  the  honor  of  this  State, 
by  a  strict  conformity  to  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  and  to  be 
seriously  concerned  to  guard  against  a  measure  which  might 
induce  that  honorable  body  to  consider  our  present  act  as  a  non- 
compliance with,  or  repugnant  to,  their  late  requisitions,  whereby 
our  constituents  might  fc*  deprived  of  the  benefits  hereby  pro- 
posed and  held  out  to  them, 

5th.    Because  in  the  message  of  Council  to  the  House  of  As- 
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sembly,  with  reference  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Office 
in  this  State,  for  not  having  issued  interest  certificates,  or  Loan 
Office  certificates,  and  other  certificates  of  liquidated  debts,  up 
to  the  end  of  the  year  1782,  to  be  received  in  discharge  of  taxes 
for  fulfilling  the  requisition  of  1784,  it  is  said  :  **and  what  has 
lately  happened  still  renders  the  provision  in  this  clause  the  more 
necessary,  and  Council  willingly  hope  that  any  jealousy  that  may 
have  taken  place  will,  by  the  present  form  of  the  amendment,  be 
done  away/'  As  it  was  sufficiently  explained  to  the  understand- 
ing and  conviction  of  the  Council,  previous  to  the  sending  of  this 
message,  that  neither  Congress  nor  their  officers  could  have  done 
more  for  the  State  than  was  done,  and  that  so  far  as  the  State 
may  have  suffered  an  inconveniency,  it  must  have  been  owing  to 
the  contingency  in  the  death  of  the  late  Loan  Officer,  and  neg- 
lect on  the  part  of  the  State  to  procure  another  before  an  entire 
change  took  place  in  the  system  for  conducting  the  Continental 
Treasury,  whereby  it  became  impracticable  to  afibrd  relief  to  the 
State,  but  by  a  speedy  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  17S5. 
It  therefore  becomes  the  duty  of  this  dissentient  to  declare  and 
protest,  that  language  importing  jealousy  or  distrust  of  Congress, 
or  their  officers,  is  without  foundation,  altogether  unmerited  by 
the  officers  of  Congress,  and  when  adopted  by  Council  tends 
directly  to  disturb  the  harmony  and  impair  the  mutual  confi- 
dence which  ought  to  subsist  between  this  State  and  the  United 
States.  J,  TILTON. 

Upon  the  entry  of  the  papers  delivered  by  Doctor  Tilton,  as 
aforesaid,  it  was  thereupon  observed  to  the  House  that  the  facts 
as  stated  therein,  to  which  his  reasons  referred,  were  misrepre- 
sented and  not  truly  stated. 

Whereupon  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Read,  seconded  by  Messrs. 
Neill  and  Craghead,  separately^  that  the  sense  of  Cfouncil  be 
taken  with  respect  to  those  facts,  and  Council  proceeded  thereon 
as  follows: 

The  first  of  which  focts  alleged  to  be  misrepresented  is  as 
follows,  to  wit:  **  Instead  of  paying  one-third  of  the  requisition 
of  4th  September,  1782,  in  specie,  agreeably  to  the  intention  of 
this  amendment,  it  is  admitted  the  whole  most  be  paid  in  fecili- 
ties/' 

The  Question  whether  this  fact  is  truly  stated  being  put,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  negative. 
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The  second  misrepresentation  is  as  follows,  to  wit:  **By  a 
separate  provision  then  for  this  requisition,  such  as  we  have  rea- 
son to  believe  the  House  of  Assembly  intend." 

The  question  whether  this  fact  is  truly  represented  being  put, 
it  was  resolved  in  the  negative. 

The  thirdj  w^hether  the  following  is  a  true  representation  of  the 
facts,  to  wit:  "The  forty-sixth  amendment,  in  its  original  forni»  to 
enable  the  President,  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  to 
suspend  ike  operaiian  of  (he  tax  laws,  as  well  as  in  the  amended 
form  in  which  it  now  stands,  to  enable  the  President,  wiUi  the 
advice  of  the  Privy  Council  to  summon  the  General  Assembly 
for  the  express  purpose  o(  faking  cognizance  of  officers  appoinied 
by  Congress  and  accountable  to  them  alone." 

And   the  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  resolved  in  the 

negative. 

The  fourth  misrepresentation  is  as  follows,  to  wit:  **As  if  was 
sufftciefitly  explained  to  the  understanding  and  conviction  of 
Couficil,  previous  to  the  sending  of  this  message,  that  neither 
Congress  nor  their  officers  could  have  done  more  for  the  State 

than  was  done.  * ' 

The  question  whether  this  feet  is  truly  represented  or  not  be* 
ing  putj  it  was  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Neill  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  resolution  respecting  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
on  commercial  business,  Sic. ;  who,  being  returned,  reported  the 
delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

Mr.  McCall,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attendtug, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  papers, 
to  wit:  The  bill  for  tlie  suppression  of  idleness,  vice,  and  immor^ 
ality,  w4tb  the  paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  Council, 
and  agreed  to  oy  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  a  paper  of  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  said  bill;  as 
also  the  resignation  of  James  Tilton  of  the  office  of  State  Treas- 
urer, with  tlie  following  verbal  message. 

Verbal  Message  from  the  House  of  Assembly, 
Gentlemen : 
The  House  of  Assembly  having  taken  into  eonsideratiofi  your 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  1  786, 


991 


message  of  Thursday  last,  declaring  your  readiness  to  meet  this 
House  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into  nomination  persons  to 
supply  any  vacancies  necessary  to  be  filled,  by  the  choice  of  the 
General  Assembly  generally,  or  in  conjunction  with  his  Excel- 
lency, the  President,  propose  10  meet  your  honorable  House 
in  the  Council  Chamber  forthwith,  for  the  puqjose  of  putting  in 
nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for  to  fill  the  oflfices  of  State 
Treasurer,  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans* 
Court  for  Kent  County,  and  a  commissioner  to  complete  a  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  this  State  with  the  United  States. 

The  said  papers  were  read,  and  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  said  bill  for  the  suppression  of 
idleness,  &c.i  were  acceded  to  by  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  D.  Polk  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  said  bill  and  the  several  papers  of  amendments,  and  in- 
form them  that  Council  agree  to  the  amendments  proposed  by 
thai  House  to  the  said  bill; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  deliver}^  thereof  according 
to  order. 

The  resignation  of  James  Tilton,  Esq..  of  his  office  of  State 
Treasurer,  being  read,  it  appeared  to  have  been  thus  acted  upon 
by  the  House  of  Assembly: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  June  24th,  1786, 

The  preceding  resignation  was  presented  to  the  House  and 
read;  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  said  resignation  be  accepted  upon  condi- 
tion that  the  said  James  Tilton  continue  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  his  said  office  until  the  tenth  of  July  next. 

JAMES  ^OOin^CVk  of  Assembly. 

Thus  acted  upon  in  Council^  June  24th,  1786.  Read  and  con- 
curred in, 

STE.  SYKES,  CVh  C,  P.  T. 

The  Council  and  the  House  of  Assembly  now  met  in  the  Coun- 
cil Chamber  for  the  purpose  of  electing  persons  to  fill  the  offices 
of  State  Treasurer,  and  of  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
and  Orphans*   Court  for  the  County  of  Kent,  which   office  of 
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Judge  is  presently  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Lockwood;  and  a 
Commissioner  to  complete  a  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  this 
State  with  the  United  States. 

Nomtnation  of  per  sans  for  State  Treasurer. 

Joshua  Clayton,  Esquire,  by  George  Read,  Esquire* 
John  Baning,  Esquire,  by  John  Patten,  Esquire. 

Nomination  of  persons  for  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
and  Orphans'  Court  for  Kent  County. 

Allen  McLane,  Esquire,  by  Mark  McCall,  Esquire, 
Isaac  Carty,  Esquire,  by  William  Clark,  Esquire, 
Richard  Smith,  Esquire,  by  John  Patten,  Esquire* 
Thomas  White,  Esquire,  by  John  Revell,  Esquire. 
James  Bellach,  Esquire,  by  Charles  Nixon,  Esquire. 

Nomifiati&n  for  Commissioner  to  complete  a  settlement^  &£, 

Eleazer  McComb,  Esquire,  by  James  Tilton,  Esquire. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Clark,  Nixon,  and  Mitchell  be  a  com* 
mittee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  inform  hiio 
that  the  General  Assembly  w411  be  convened  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  for  the  purpose  of  balloting  forjudge  of  the  Court  of  Com* 
mon  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of  Kent. 

The  Houses  then  separated  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 

The  committee  report  that  they  waited  on  his  Elxcellency.  and 
he  was  pleased  to  say  he  was  in  readiness  to  attend  the  Genetal 
Assembly,  The  gentlemen  of  the  committee  are  desired  to  in- 
troduce  him  into  the  Council  Chamber,  who  conducted  hiro  in 
accordingly,  and  he  took  his  seat,  w^hen  the  Houses  proceeded 
to  the  balloting  for  State  Treasurer,  and  it  appearing  that  the 
votes  were  unanimously  in  favor  of  Joshua  Clayton,  Esquire,  as 
State  Treasurer,  he  is  declared  to  be  duly  elected. 

Then  the  President  and  members  of  both  Houses  proceeded 
to  ballot  for  second  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Orphans*  Court  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  Richard  Lockwood,  Esquire,  and  it  appearing  that  the  VOtCt 
were  unanimously  in  favor  of  Richard  Smith,  Esg.^  thereupon 
the  said  Richard  Smith  is  declared  to  be  duly  elected  secood 
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Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans*   Court  for 
the  County  of  Kent. 

They  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  third  Judge  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  in  the  stead  of  Richard 
Smith,  late  third  Judge  of  the  said  Court,  and  it  appearing  that 
the  votes  were  unanimously  in  favor  of  Thomas  White,  Esquire, 
thereupon  the  said  Thomas  White  is  declared  to  be  duly  elected 
third  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court 
for  the  County  of  Kent 

The  President  and  the  members  of  the  two  H ousts  then  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  fourth  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
and  Orphans'  Court  in  the  stead  of  Thomas  White,  Esquire,  and 
it  appearing  that  there  was  a  majority  of  votes  in  favor  of  James 
Beilach,  Enquire,  thereupon  the  said  James  Bellach  is  declared  to 
be  duly  elected  fourth  Justice  of  the  said  Court  for  the  Count>' 
aforesaid. 

The  two  Houses  npw  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Commissioner 
to  complete  a  setdement  of  accounts  of  this  State  with  the  United 
States,  and  it  appearing  that  the  votes  were  unanimously  in  favor 
of  Eleazer  McComb,  Esquire,  thereupon  the  said  Eleazer  Mc* 
Comb  is  declared  to  be  duly  elected  Commissioner  to  complete 
a  settlement,  &c. 

Mr.  Patten,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  papers, 
to  wit:  "An  act  for  raising  twenty- three  thousand  six  hundred 
and  twenty- five  pounds  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-six;"  **A  supplementary  act  to  an  act 
entitled  *An  act  for  calling  in  and  destroying  such  of  the  Bills  of 
Crediti  emitted  by  virtue  of  any  law  of  this  State  passed  under 
the  present  or  former  government  thereof,  as  are  now  outstand- 
ing, and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned;'  "  **A  supple- 
mentary act  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  to  invest  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  with  the  power  to  le\'y'  the  duties,  &c. ;'  "  "An 
act  for  the  suppression  of  idleness,  vice,  and  immorality;"  a  res- 
olution for  the  payment  of  /60  to  Jacob  A.  Ktllen,  on  account  of 
printing  work  done  for  this  State;  a  resolution  for  affixing  the 
Great  Seal  to  four  laws  passed  the  24th  June,  1786,  together 
with  the  original  draughts  of  the  bills  mentioned,  and  the  several 
papers  of  amendments  proposed  and  agreed  to  to  the  bill  for 
raising  ;^ 2 1,000,  &c* 
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The  resolution  for  the  payment  of  £60  to  Jacob  A*  Killen: 
In  the  House  of  Assembly,  June  24,  1786. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  an  order 
on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  sixty  pounds  to  Jacob 
A.  Killen,  on  account  of  printing  work  done  for  this  State,  he  to 
be  accountable. 


J  AS.  BOOTH,  CP  k  of  Assembly. 


Sent  for  concurrence. 


Thus  acted  upon  in  Council,  June  24th,  1786,  Read  and  con- 
curred in. 

STE.  SYKES.  Crk  Council  pro  tern. 

Mr.  Broom  delivered  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
for  the  payment  of  thirty- five  pounds  to  his  Excellency,  the 
President,  for  his  expenses  in  attending  the  General  Assembly 
at  their  present  session* 

The  said  resolution  was  concurred  in  by  Council;  whereupon 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer  for 

the  payment  of  the  said  sum  to  his  Excellency. 

Which  was  accord!  nfi:ly  done,  and  the  said  order  sig^ned  by  the 
Speakers  of  both  Houses. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixine  the  Great 
Seal  to  the  following  bills,  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  Council, 

and  is  as  follows,  viz: 


In  the  House  of  Assembly,  June  24,  1786. 


On  motion, 


Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  afiix 

the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws: 

I*  "A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  *An  act  to  invest 
the  Cong^-ess  of  the  United  States  with  the  power  to  !ev>*  duties 
upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  into  this  State 
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from  beyond  the  seas,  for  a  limited  time,  and  to  establish  a  fund 
for  the  payment  c^  interest  arising  on  the  public  debt;  *  '* 

2.  "An  act  for  the  suppression  of  idleness,  vice,  and  immor- 
alityr 

3.  '*A  supplementary  act  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  calling 
in  and  destroying  such  of  the  Bills  of  Credit,  emitted  by  \-irtue 
of  any  law  of  this  State  passed  under  the  present  or  former  Gov- 
ernment thereof,  as  are  now  outstanding,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned;*  " 

4.  "An  act  for  raisine  twenty-three  thousand  six  hundred  and 
twenty-five  pounds  for  Uie  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  se\'en 
hundred  and  eighty-six.** 

JAS.  BOOTH,  Crko/Assemdfy, 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

The  Council  allowed  the  following  accounts,  viz: 

To  the  Hon.  Thos.  McDonoueh,  Esq.,  Speaker, 

for  29  days*  attendance  and  mileage. 
To  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  for  29  do.  do. 
To  George  Read,  Esq.,  for  21  do.  do., 
To  Silas  Snow,  Esq.,  for  25  do.  do.. 
To  James  Tilton,  Esq. ,  for  24  do. ,    . 
To  John  Baning,  Esq.,  for  24  do.,     . 
To  Joshua  Polk,  Esq.,  for  12  do.  do.. 
To  Henry  Neill,  Esq. ,  for  8  do.  do. , 
To  Daniel  Polk,  Esq.,  for  13  do.  do., 
To  Mr.  Ste.  Sykes,  24  do.  as  Clerk  pro.  tern 
To  James  Newnam,  for  26  do.  as  Doorkeeper, 
To  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Battell,  for  the  use  of  a  room 

during  this  sitting, 13 


On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer,  and 
signed  by  the  Speaker,  for  the  payment  of  the  several  sums 
aforesaid.     Whereupon  said  orders  were  drawn  and  signed. 

Council  adjourned  to  the  20th  day  of  October  next. 
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FOR  NEW  CASTLE  COUNTY : 

George  Craghead,  Speaker,  George  Read, 

Nicholas  Vandyke. 

FOR  KENT  COUNTY : 
Silas  Snow,  James  Tilton,  John  Baning. 

FOR  SUSSEX  COUNTY : 
Henry  Neill,  Daniel  Polk,  Alexander  Laws. 


VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

COl^OL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STAl^ 


At  L  ^gyggfir  of  thf  Coimzi  umveaec  a:  Ikrasr  OccnMr  xA, 
:78c,  I.  snrfinffc  nnrnhf  a:  the  msoaiieis  mxr  iiBErii^  nic  ir>  mnc 
I,  quamni  or  fmr  aax  ttis^'  adicuxmec:  iraoL  nay  xc  day  mml 
Tussda\  tht  7itr  of  tbt  same  monxi;  whsr.  their  apraarBC  as 
toliows 

.Fvr  jyABV    rgrtfr  ^f  wn — Geax|r&   Ci^jiiead    Xichoia^  \'a&- 
.Kr-  £jemt  Cmmtt — Sias  Sncnc.  lamcF  Tlltai;  Ixffic  Bann^. 


Anc  tiie  said  msmhs:^  i^em^  ^  me:  xr  Cooxual.  ^renair  JnAat^ 
VBcre^  igiiii>iu^  tlir  etectuir.  a:'  NizmoK  Vandyte  Biioiiim.  a 
maxmsr  of  CramcL  for  liif  Comirc  of  Nfv  Castk  lohz:  lianii^. 
£5qmr&  ^  msmiisr  of  CoxmcL  mr  tht  Cxnmn  of  Kent:  and 
AJacander  I^hts  £squirE.  i.  msmnsr  of  Cmmci.  inr  tiie  Cxumty 
of  Su»ex  were  rEspscnvsh-  nrDOur^sc  axu:  Twui  wherem  c  a|v 
psarsL  tf  thf  ComicL  tha:  tftrr  wert  jirveialh*  duh  eteagd  tr 
TOiresar  tat  said  Counties  af  inemhe:^^  of  thr  l^c^sianve  Coim> 
cL  of  tbe  iJeiaicaR^  Sta&.  a:  -Qit  ias  axmual  ^eaum  hski  n:  the 
said  Commss  of  N?«  Castite..  Kezc  and  Sobck  ol  the  j«canc 
day  of  tiii^  mstam  Ctctniier  the  nrsr  day  hen^  Sondav,  tor 
liiTse  ysaif  nsx:  cnsum^  the  said  eiecDax; 

Tne  Coimrd'  imirygdgd  tr  the  zhoirx  o:"  £  Sne^rer.  and  the 
HonoTiiiiK  Iv?a7i«t  Cia^rhsacl  Esouitl  ic3>  xmanimoixsjx'  choaen 

Ml.  Bazuni:  and  Mt    l.awS'  took  and  sutveriiwd  the  noth  o: 
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fidelity  and  the  declaration  of  faith  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion.    iSee  note  on  page  /o.] 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  rules  to  be  observed  by  members  of  Council  during  the 
sitting  thereof,  made  and  agreed  to  in  the  year  1776,  were  read. 

Resolved  thereupon^  That  the  above  mentioned  rules  be  the 
Rules  of  this  House  during  the  present  session,  with  this  addi- 
tion, proposed  by  Mr.  Tilton: 

6.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  meeting,  during  the 
sitting  of  Council,  it  shall  be  the  first  business  of  every  day  to 
read,  and  correct  (if  necessary),  the  minutes  of  the  preceding 
day. 

Adjourned  till  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  in  the  forenoon, 
except  Mr.  Vandyke. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  October  25th,  A.  M. 
Council  met.     The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 
Adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met 

Mr.  Vandyke  took  the  oath  of  fidelitv  to  the  State  and  sub- 
scribed the  same  and  declaration  of  £utii,  and  took  his  seat  in 
Council. 

Mr.  Read  appeared  in  Council  and  took  his  seat 

Mr.  Moore,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  verbal  message  from  the  House  of 
Assembly,  which,  on  motion,  by  order,  was  read,  and  follows  in 
these  words,  viz: 

In  THE  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 

Wednesday,  P.  M.,  October  25th,  1786. 
On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Moore  wait  on  the  Council  with  the  follow- 
ing verbal  message: 

Gentlemen: 

The  place  of  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  State 
being  now  vacant,  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  limited  by  the 
Constitution  to  the  late  President,  the  House  of  Assembly  pro- 
pose, to  the  honorable  the  Council,  that  both  Houses  of  the 
General  Assembly  meet,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  to-morrow,  at 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  per- 
sons, out  of  whom  one  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  to  be  President 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  State;  and  that  both  Houses  do 
also,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  nominate  persons  to  be  balloted 
for  to  represent  this  State  m  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
from  the  first  Monday  in  November  next  until  the  first  Monday 
in  November  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty-seven. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  Cr  k  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  alter,  amend,  and  continue  the  act  entitled  *  *  An  act  for 
the  auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State,  and  for  the 
more  effectual  settlement  of  the  same,"  ordered;  thereupon,  that 
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Messrs.  Readi  Vandyke,  and  Laws  be  a  committee  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Neillj  having  urgent  business  to  transact  at  home,  re- 
quested leave  of  absence  for  the  remaining  part  of  tliis  week, 
which  is  granted. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o*  clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  October  26th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

The  verbal  message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting 
the  meeting  of  both  Houses,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  at  four 
o'clock  this  afternoon,  in  order  to  put  in  nomination  persons, 
one  of  whom  to  be  elected  President  and  Commander-m-Chief 
of  this  State,  and  also  persons  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  was  read  a  second  time  and  concurred 
m. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 

return  the  said  verbal  message,  concurred  in  by  Council; 

Who,  being  returned^  reported  he  had  delivered  the  message 
according  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


Council  met 


Mr.  Gordon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  papers,  viz:  A  message 
from  the  President  of  the  24th  October,  1786;  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  Congress^  notifying  the  election  of  a  President,  Jime 
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6th,  1786;  communication  from  the  American  Minister  at  Paris, 
respecting  contracts  for  tobacco;  and  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Aifairs,  of  April  26th,  1786;  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affairs,  communicating  Mr.  Adams'  letter,  &c., 
July,  1786;  communications  from  the  American  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  London,  4th  March,  1786;  representation  in  Congress 
for  June,  July,  August  and  September,  1786;  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  Congress;  resolution  respecting  negroes  taken  off 
by  the  British;  resolution  of  Congress  and  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary touching  their  claim  upon  the  different  States  to  comply 
with  the  formation  of  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Union,  and  send- 
ing  forward  their  delegates;  appointment  of  commissioners,  by 
Rhode  Island,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  commercial  regula- 
tations;  letter  from  Secretary  of  Congress,  4th  October,  1786; 
ordinance  for  regulation  of  Indian  affairs,  7th  Aug.,  1786;  letter 
from  Secretary  of  Congress,  ist  July,  1786;  letter  from  Secretary 
of  Congress  of  September  5th,  1786;  letter  from  the  Board  of 
Treasury  of  September  25th,  1786;  requisition  of  Congress  of 
2d  August,  1786:  resolutions  for  ascertaining  the  standard  and 
money  unit  of  the  United  States;  address  from  the  Commercial 
Convention  at  Annapolis  of  14th  September,  1786;  letter  from 
the  Chairman  of  the  Commercial  Convention  of  Sept.  21st,  1786; 
resolution  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  paper  money,  Sept. 
1 8th,  1786;  resolution  of  Congress,  recommending  a  cession  of 
western  territory,  of  the  9th  of  August,  1786;  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  Congress,  of  the  12th  August,  1786;  and  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  uf  Congress,  of  2d  October,  1786;  which,  by 
order,  were  severally  read. 

Mr  McCaU,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  informed  the  Council  that  the  House  of  Assembly  were  ready 
to  attend  Council  on  the  business  of  putting  in  nomination  per* 
sons  for  President  and  Delegates  to  Congress. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 

inform  them  that  Council  were  ready  to  receive  them,  in  their 
Chamber,  on  the  above  mentioned  business; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  the  message 
committed  to  his  charge. 

The  Hous«  of  Assembly,  now  attending  in  the  Council  Cham- 
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ber,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  to  put  in  nomination 
persons,  one  of  whom  to  be  elected  President  and  Commander- 
m -Chief  of  this  State,  and  also  persons  to  represent  this  State  m 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States* 

Nominated  for  President,  &c, — Thomas  Collins,  Esquire,  by 
Mr.  Broom. 

On  motion, 

Resolved  by  both  Houses,  That  three  Delegates  be  elected  to 
represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

The   nomination   for  Delegates  for  Congress  was  then   pro- 
ceeded in. 

Mr,  Broom  proposes  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esquire. 

Mr.  Rodney  proposes  Gunning  Bedford,  Esq.,  of  New  Castle. 

Mr.  Polk  proposes  Major  Nathaniel  Mitchell. 

Mr,  Read  proposes  Alexander  Porter,  Esquire. 

Mr.  Gordon  proposes  Thomas  Rodney^  Elsquire. 

Mr.  Snow  proposes  Major  John  Patten. 

Mr.  McCall  proposes  Isaac  Carty,  Esquire. 

Mr,  Hyatt  proposes  William  Peery,  Esquire, 

Mr.  Shanklana  proposes  Col.  John  Jones. 

Then  the  two  Houses  separated. 

Council  adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Council  met. 


FridaYp  October  2j,  A.  M. 
The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 


Mr.  DufF,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted  and  ( 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  verbal  message  from  the  House  of  As-  { 
semblyi  which  follows  in  tliese  words,  viz: 
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A  Verbal  Message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 

Council. 
Gentlemen : 

The  House  of  Assembly  propose  to  the  honorable  the  Council 
that  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  meet,  in  the  As- 
sembly Room,  at  four  o'clock  this  afternoon,  for  the  purpose 
of  electing,  by  ballot,  out  of  the  persons  put  in  nomination  yes- 
terday, a  President  of  this  State,  and  Delegates  to  represent  the 
State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Friday,  A.  M.,  October  27th,  1786. 

Which,  by  order,  was  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter,  amend, 
and  continue  the  act  entitled  *  *  An  act  for  auditing  and  arranging 
the  accounts  of  this  State,  and  for  the  more  effectual  settlement 
of  the  same,"  do  now  report  that  they  had  essayed  a  draught  of 
a  bill  for  that  purpose,  which  they  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  same  was  read,  and,  by  special  order, 
read  the  second  time,  and  it  shall  pass. 

Ordered,  on  motion,  that  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  with  the  said  bill,  for  concurrence,  and  the  verbal 
message  concurred  in  by  Council. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Council  met. 


Friday,  Oct.  27th,  P.  M. 


Mr.  Snow  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  papers  commit- 
ted to  his  charge  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  according  to  order. 

Mr.  McCall,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  informed  Council  that  the  House  of  Assembly  were  ready  to 
receive  them  for  the  purpose  of  balloting  for  the  President  of  the 
State  and  members  of  Congress  to  represent  this  State  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 
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The  Council  attended  the  House  of  Assembly  in  order  to 
ballot  for  a  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  State, 
and  also  members  of  Congress  from  this  State  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  votes  being  received  by  the  Speakers 
for  President,  and  read,  it  appeared  that  Thomas  Collins,  Esq,, 
was  unanimously  chosen,  and  is  declared  duly  elected  as  Presi- 
dent  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  State. 

The  two  Houses  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  three  persons 
for  Delegates  in  Congress,  and  the  votes  being  received  by  the 
Speakers  and  read,  it  appeared  that  Thomas  Rodney,  Nathaniel 
Mitchell,  and  Gunning  Bedford,  Esquires,  were  chosen  by  a  ma- 
jority of  votes  and  are  declared  duly  elected. 

On  motion, 

Resaived  fy  both  Houses,  That  the  Speakers  inform  Mr.  Col- 
lins of  his  being  elected  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
this  State,  and  require  his  answer  to-morrow  whether  he  will 
accept  the  same. 

Then  the  two  Houses  separated. 

Council  adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  28th.  A.  M. 

Council  met.     The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

The  Speaker  informed  Council  that  the  Speakers  of  the  two 
Houses  had  written  a  letter  to  Mr.  Collins,  agreeable  to  the  order 
of  yesterday;  that  this  morning  they  received  an  answer  to  the 
same. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  letter  from  Mr.  Collins  was  read, 
wherein  he  expresses  his  high  sense  of  the  honor  conferred  upon 
him  by  his  bemg  elected  to  that  honorable  office  by  the  unani- 
mous voice  of  the  General  Assembly,  that  tlierefore,  however 
unqualified  he  may  consider  himself  for  filling  that  station,  he 
shall  accept  it. 
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Ordered,  on  motion,  that  Mr.  Tilton  wait  on  the  House  of 
Assembly  and  deliver  to  the  Speaker  thereof  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Collins; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met. 

Mr.  Polk,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  '*An  act  for  suspending  exe- 
cutions for  a  limited  time;*'  which,  on  motion,  by  order,  was 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entided  "An  act  for  continuing 
an  act  entitied  *An  act  for  the  auditing  and  arranging  the  ac- 
counts of  this  State,  and  for  the  more  effectual  settlement  of  the 
same,'  "  with  a  resolution  of  that  House  of  their  intending  to 
adjourn  the  present  sessions  this  evening  to  some  future  day; 
which,  on  motion,  by  order,  were  severally  read. 

By  special  order,  the  said  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  it  shall  pass. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  a  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  the  Honor- 
able Thomas  Collins,  Esq.,  to  the  office  of  President  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  State,  signed  by  the  Speakers  of  the  two 
Houses,  and  sealed  with  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State,  be  made 
out  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Collins. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  the  Council  be  authorized  to 
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administer  as  well  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  declaration  of  faith 
as  the  oath  of  office,  to  the  Honorable  Thomas  Collins,  Esquire, 
now  appointed  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  State, 
as  directed  by  the  twenty-second  section  of  the  system  of  Gov* 
ernment,  and  that  the  same  be  certified  into  the  Secretary's 
office. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
deliver  the  order  and  resolution  of  Council  respecting  the  quali- 
fying the  Honorable  Thomas  Collins  as  President  of  this  State, 
for  their  concurrence;  and  also  to  return  the  bill  for  continuing 
the  act  for  auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State,  &c 
concurred  in  by  Council; 

Who»  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order, 

Mr.  Porter,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admittied 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  report  of  the  Auditor  respecting  a 
tombstone  erected  over  the  grave  of  Col.  Haslet. 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  suspending  executions  for  a  lim- 
ited time/'  was  read  a  second  time,  and  after  some  observations 
thereon,  is  by  Council  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Evans,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  and  order  respecting 
the  qualifying  the  Honorable  Thomas  Collins,  Rsq.,  as  President 
of  this  State,  concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Assembly;  also  the 
certificate  of  the  appointment  of  Mr  Collins  President  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  this  State,  with  the  Great  Seal  thereunto 
affixed,  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  that  Housc- 

The  report  of  the  Auditor  concerning  the  tombstone  over  the 
grave  of  CoL  Haslet,  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  of  Council  sign  an  order  in  (stvor 
of  Eleazer  McComb,  Esq.,  for  ;f5  :  14  :  6,  the  balance  remaining 
due  to  the  workmen  for  that  tombstone. 

On  motion, 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  erf  Assembly  and 
return  the  bDl  entitled  ''An  act  for  suspending  executions  for  a 
limited  time/'  disagreed  to  by  Council;  also  the  report  of  the 
Auditor  with  respect  to  CoL  Haslet's  tombstone,  agreed  to  by 
Council. 

Adjourned  for  half  an  hour. 


Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Speaker  now  reported  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  direction 
of  the  Creneral  Assembly,  he  had  proceeded  to  administer  the 
oath  of  fidelity  to  the  State  and  the  oath  of  office  to  his  Excd- 
lency  Thomas  Collins,  Esquire,  President  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  this  State,  and  that  he  took  and  subscribed  the  dedara* 
don  of  faith  in  his  presence,  and  that  he  had  delivered  him  the 
certificate  of  his  appointment,  signed  by  the  S]>eakers  of  both 
Houses,  and  certified  the  same  into  the  Secretary's  office. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  accounts  be  allowed,  and  that 
orders  be  drawn  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  for  the  same;  which 
was  done  accordingly,  to  wit: 

To  the  Honorable  George  Craghead,  Speaker,  for  7 

days*  attendance  and  mileage, JLl  ^^    ^ 

To  George  Read,  Esq.,  for  6  da)^'  attendance  and 

mileage, 520 

To  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esq.,  for  7  dajrs'  attendance 

and  mileage, 57     4 

To  Silas  Snow,  Esq.,  for  7  days'  attendance  and  do.,  4  10  8 
To  James  Tilton,  E^.,  for  7  days'  attendance,  ...  440 
To  John  Baning,  Esq. ,  for  7  days'  attendance,  ...  440 
To  Henry  Neiff,  Esq.,  for  3  da)^'  attendance  and 

mileage, 366 

To  Alexander  Laws,   Esq.,  for  7  days'  attendance 

and  do 560 

Carried  forward, ;t   39  ^^  ^ 
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Brought  over, £  ^9  ^^  ^ 

To  James  Sykes,  Esq.»  for  9  days'  attendance  and 

paper 5   17  10 

To  James  Sykes,  Esq,,  for  cash  paid  George  Rowon, 

for  a  press  to  keep  the  papers  of  Council^    .    *    »        450 
To  James  Newnam,  Doorkeeper,  for  attendance  and 

riding  express^ » .»        400 

To  Mrs.  Ehzabeth  Battell,  for  the  use  of  a  room,  fire- 
wood and  candles 500 

£h^  t9    4 

Mr.  Grantham,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
ted and  dehVered  to  the  Chair  an  engrossed  bill  entitled  **An  act 
for  continuing  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  aoditing  and  arrang- 
ing the  accounts  of  this  State,  and  for  the  more  enectual  settle- 
ment of  the  same/  *'  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  that  House;  a 
resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  that  law,  and  an  order 
for  ^^5  :  14  :  6,  the  balance  remaining  unpaid  on  Col  Haslet*s 
tombstone,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  Uiat  House  also. 

On  motion, 

Ordered^  That  the  Speaker  of  Council  sign  tlie  order  in  favor 
of  Eleazer  McComb  for  £$  :  14  :  6»  the  balance  unpaid  on  Col, 
Haslet's  tombstone. 

Which  was  done  accordingly,  and  the  resolution  for  affixing 
the  Great  Seal  to  the  last  mentioned  bill  concurred  in. 

The  said  bill  was  read  and  compared,  and,  by  order,  signed  by 

the  Speaker. 

On  motion^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  last  mentioned  bill  and  resolution  for  affixing  tlie  Great 
Seal  thereunto. 

Mr.  Broom,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  notification  from  the  House  of  hs* 
sembly  that  they  had  adjourned  to  Monday,  the  eighth  day  of 
January  next 

Then  Council  adjourned  to  the  ninth  day  of  January  next. 
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COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  JANUARY,  1787. 


January  9th,  1787. 

Council  met  agreeable  to  adjournment.  Present  Mr.  Crag 
head,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Polk,  and  Itfr. 
Laws. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  loth,  A.  M. 
Council  met  and  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  nth,  A.  M. 
Council  met  and  adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met.     Mr.  Snow  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Friday,  January  12th,  A.  M. 
Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  January  13th,  A.  M. 
Council  met 

Mr.  McCall,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House,  which,  by  order, 
was  read,  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Friday,  A.  M.,  Jan.  12,  1787. 
On  motion, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  this  House  will  not  take  into  con- 
sideration any  new  business  within  the  space  of  two  days  before 
the  conclusion  of  the  sitting  of  this  House,  and  that  a  copy  of 
this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  information. 

JAS.   BOOTH,  Crk  of  Assembly, 
Adjourned  to  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Mr.  Vandyke  appeared  in  the  House  and  look 
his  seat. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning  next  at  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  Januarj'  15th,  A.  M. 
Council  met  and  adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEH  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  Mr.  Neill  appeared  in  the  House  and  took  hb 
seat 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  **An  act 
for  the  more  equal  assessment  of  property*  ii^nthin  this  State,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned/'  now  reported  the  same, 
which  they  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 

On  motion,  ordered,  that  the  said  bill  be  taken  up  and  pro- 
ceeded upon  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  Read  presented  to  the  Chair  a  letter  fix>m  Gunning  Bed- 
ford, Esquire,  Prothonotary  of  New  Casde  County,  addressed  to 
the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  which,  on  motion,  was  read, 
wherein  he  acknowledged  the  honor  done  him  by  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  important  trust  of  one  of  the  Delegates  from  this 
State  to  the  United  States  in  Congress,  and  representing  that, 
from  his  present  situation,  he  could  not  give  that  attendance 
there  which  he  apprehends  necessar\',  and  humbly  requests  that 
he  may  be  excused  from  that  duty,  and  that  some  other  person 
may  be  appointed  in  his  place. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
deliver  the  letter  aforesaid; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Tuesday,  January  i6th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Council  took  up  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  reading,  by  paragraphs,  the  bill  entitled  **An  act 
for  the  more  equal  assessment  of  property  within  this  State,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  which,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  is  deferred  to  further  consideration  until  the  after- 
noon. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  the  same  members,  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  last  mentioned  bill,  and  after  sundrv  para- 
graphs being  read  and  agreed  to,  the  further  consiaeradon 
thereof  is  deferred  till  to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  January  17,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Council  proceeded  to  reading  the  remaining  parts  of  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  more  equal  assessment  of  propert}' 
within  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned/' 
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and  after  some  progress  made  therein,  is  postponed  till  the  after- 
noon. 

Mr.  Porter,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  accounts  of  John  McKinly,  Esq. , 
with  the  amendments  proposed  by  Council  thereunto,  to  which 
the  House  of  Assembly  acceded;  also  a  general  statement  of  the 
monies  due  from  this  State  to  him,  and  resolutions  of  that  House 
that  orders  be  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  his  favor  for  the 
same,  signed  by  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses,  and  sent  to 
Council  for  concurrence. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from  Mr.  William  Winder, 
Commissioner  for  settling  the  accounts  between  the  State  of 
Delaware  and  the  United  States;  which,  by  order,  was  read  and 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  to  report  thereon. 

Whereupon  Messrs.  Vandyke,  Tilton,  and  Laws  are  appointed 
a  committee  for  that  purpose. 

The  statement  of  the  accounts  of  John  McKinly,  Esquire,  as 
agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  Council  sign  the  orders  to  be 
drawn  in  favor  of  the  said  John  McKinly  for  the  sums  and  in  the 
manner  as  specified  in  the  resolutions  sent  up  by  the  House  of 
Assembly,  and  concurred  in  by  Council,  are  expressed. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  accounts  of  John  McKinly,  Esquire,  and  the  statement  there- 
of made  by  that  House  and  acceded  to  by  Council. 
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Who,  being  returned,  reported  he  had  delivered  the  same  ac- 
cording to  order. 

Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  more  equal  assessment  of  property  within  this  State,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  is  deferred  till  to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  January  i8th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
slaves  from  this  State  to  either  of  the  Carolinas.  Georgia,  or  the 
West  Indies,  and  for  other  purposes,'*  for  the  consideration  and 
concurrence  of  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read. 

Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  more  equal  assessment  of  property  within  this  State,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned/'  completed  the  reading 
thereof,  agreed  to  sundry  amendments,  and  it  shall  pass  and  be 
sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  consideration  and  concur- 
rence. 

Ordered y  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
deliver  the  said  bill; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Mr.  Winder 
now  reported  thereon. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P   M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P*  M. 


Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 


On  motion,  by  order,  tJie  rejDort  of  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  letter  of  Mr.  Winder,  was  read  and  acted  upon, 
as  follows: 

Whereas  it  appears  from  the  representation  of  Mr  Commis- 
sioner Winder  that  there  remains  in  his  office  a  few  claims  for 
supplies  furnished  and  services  rendered  to  the  United  States  by 
citizens  of  this  State,  some  of  which  he,  the  said  Commissioner, 
cannot  liquidate  and  settle  without  further  evidence,  and  other  of 
those  claims,  though  sufficient  evidence  of  the  same,  that  none 
of  the  persons  to  whom  they  appear  to  be  due,  or  any  others 
authorized  to  receive  tliem  and  give  discharges,  have  applied  to 
the  Commissioner,  and  the  term  of  his  appointment  will  shortly 
expire;  therefore 

Resolved^  That  James  Booth,  Esq.,  the  Secretary,  is  hereby 
appointed  and  authorized  to  receive  from  the  Commissioner 
aforesaid  all  and  every  of  the  accounts  and  claims  for  supphes  as 
aforesaid  whereof  the  said  Commissioner  shall  not  have  sufficient 
evidence,  in  his  opinion,  to  liquidate  and  settle,  and  also  all  and 
every  certificate  which  may  be  issued  by  the  said  Commissioner, 
in  discharge  of  the  balances  of  the  aforesaid  claims,  which  he 
may  liquidate  before  the  term  of  his  office  shall  expire,  belonging 
to  or  in  favor  of  any  citizen  of  this  State;  and  that  Mn  Secretary 
give  his  receipt  to  the  Commissioner  for  the  same,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  General  Assembly,  ought  to  be  considered  as  a 
sufficient  voucher  to  discharge  the  said  Commissioner  from  the 
claim  of  the  parties  entitled  to  such  certificates  or  accounts. 

Resolved  also.  That  the  Secretary  forthwith,  after  such  delivery 
and  receipt  from  the  Commissioner,  notify  the  persons  interested 
in  such  accounts  and  certificates  of  their  being  in  his  possession 
for  their  use,  and  on  their  respective  applications  to  deliver  over 
the  same,  taking  receipts  therefor,  ana  from  time  to  time  report 
his  proceedings  in  the  premises  to  the  General  Assembly, 

On  motion^ 
128 


IOl8  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
deliver  Mr.  Commissioner  Winder's  letter,  and  the  resolutions  of 
Council  founded  thereupon,  for  consideration  and  concurrence; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  enable  all  the  religious  denom- 
inations in  this  State  to  appoint  Trustees,  who  shall  be  a  body 
corporate  for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  the  temporalities 
of  their  respective  congregations,*'  is  to  be  taken  into  con^d- 
eration  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitied  **An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  slaves 
froni  this  State  to  either  of  the  Carolinas,  Georgia,  or  the  West 
Indies,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  a  second  time. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  January  19th,  1787,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Doctor  Evans,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  compel  executors 
to  give  security  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duty  reposed  in 
them  by  their  testators." 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  last  mentioned  bill  was  read. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Council  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  all  the  religi- 
ous denominations  in  this  State  to  appoint  Trustees,  &c. ,"  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein  is  deferred  until  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  Present  all  the  members,  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  last  mentioned  bill,  which,  being  read  by  para- 
^phs,  sundry  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to,  and 
It  shall  pass. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
this  bill,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence,  with  the  petitions 
on  that  subject; 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

Messrs.  Laws  and  Neill  have  leave  of  absence  until  Tuesday 
evening  next. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  January  20th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs.  Tilton, 
Neill,  Laws,  and  Polk. 

Mr.  McCall,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  return- 
ed to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  *  *  An  act  for  the  amending  and 
continuing  the  provisions  made  in  the  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the 
auditing  and.  arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State,  and  for  the 
more  effectual  settlement  of  the  same,'  *'  sent  to  that  House  for 
consideration  and  concurrence,  with  sundry  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly;  which  amendments 
were,  on  motion,  by  order,  read. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday  morning  next. 
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Monday,  January  22d,  1787,  A.  M. 
Council  met  and  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  23d,  A.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs.  Neill, 
Polk  and  Laws. 

The  minutes  of  Saturday  were  read. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  a  letter  on  the  table  from  John  Dickinson, 
Esquire,  addressed  to  him,  recommending  Mr.  John  Fitch  as  a 
person  who  is  endeavoring  to  introduce  the  use  of  steam  engines 
mto  this  country,  &c. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  letter  was  read  and  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three,  viz:  Messrs.  Vandyke,  Snow,  and  Tilton, 
who  are  to  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  House 
of  Assembly  to  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  amending  and  con- 
tinuing the  provisions  made  in  the  act  entided  'An  act  for  the 
auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State,  &c.,'  '*  was 
read  a  second  time. 


On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  entitled  '*An  a 
:c. . '  *  was  read  a  second 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  compel  executors  to^ve  security, 
&c. . '  *  was  read  a  second  time. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met     Present  the  same  members  as  in  the  forenoon. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  Mr.  Dickinson* s  letter 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Fttch^  now  reported  that  they  had  conversed  with 
Mr.  Fitch  on  the  subject,  that  he  informed  them  he  had  applied 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  respecting  the  matter  mentioned  in 
that  letter,  and  the  committee,  expecting  the  Council  would  re* 
ceive  communications  from  tliat  House,  thought  it  unnecessary 
to  make  further  inquiry  of  Mn  Fitch  relative  thereto. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning* 


Wednesday,  January  24th,  A,  M. 

Council  met  Present  all  the  members,  except  Messrs.  Neill 
and  Polk. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read* 

Mn  Cannon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  enable  the  owners 
and  possessors  of  a  certain  parcel  of  marsh,  meadow,  and  cripple, 
heremaiter  described,  situate  on  Little  St.  Georges  Creek,  in  St. 
Georges  Hundred,  in  New  Castle  County,  fronting  the  River  Del- 
aware»  to  keep  the  banks,  dams,  sluices  and  floodgates  thereof  in 
repair,"  with  the  petition  of  the  owners  and  possessors  thereof, 
and  a  newspaper,  containing  an  advertisement  giving  notice  of 
their  intended  application  to  the  General  Assembly  for  leave  to 
bring  in  the  said  bill. 

Mr-  Gordon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  appoint  Edward 
Oldham  and  Mary,  his  wife,  trustees  to  take  care  of  the  property 
of  Joseph  Ensor,  an  idiot,"  together  with  a  petition  for  leave  to 
bring  in  such  a  bill,  and  two  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
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of  Maryland  thereon  so  far  as  the  estate  of  said  Joseph  is  within 
that  State. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  amending  and  continuing  the 
provisions  made  in  the  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the  auditing  and 
arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State,  &c.,'  "  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration, with  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  As- 
sembly thereunto,  all  of  which  was  agreed  to  but  the  3d  and  4th, 
to  which  Council  proposed  amendments. 

On  motion. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  said  bill  and  amendments,  and  the  proposed  amend- 
ments of  Council,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  enable  the  owners  and  possessors 
of  a  certain  parcel  of  marsh,  meadow,  and  cripple  on  Little  St. 
Georges  Creek,  in  New  Castle  County,  &c.,''  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  to  appoint  Edward  Oldham  and 
Mary,  his  wife,  to  take  care  of  the  property  of  Joseph  Ensor,  an 
idiot,"  with  the  petition  and  papers  accompanying  the  same, 
were  read. 

Mr.  Neill,  who  had  leave  of  absence,  now  appeared. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  1 787.  IO23 


Thursday,  January  25th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  Mr,  Polk,  who  had 
leave  of  absence,  havin)^  now  appeared. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

On  motion,  ordered, 

That  the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
slaves  from  this  State,  &c.,"  be  taken  up  and  considered  to- 
morrow morning. 

On  motion,  ordered. 

That  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  oblige  executors  to  give 
security,  &c.,''  be  taken  up  and  proceeded  upon  on  Tuesday 
morning  next. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  appoint  Edward  Oldham  and 
Mary,  his  wife,  trustees  of  the  estate  of  Joseph  Ensor,"  was 
read,  by  paragraphs,  and  some  amendments  proposed  thereunto. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  said  bill  with  the  amendments,  as  also  the  papers  that 
accompanied  the  same; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

Mr.  Hayes,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
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Hvered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  '*An  act  for  amendinj^  and 

continuing  the  provisions  made  in  the  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the 
auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State,  ^c./  **  with 
the  amendments  of  Council  to  those  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
to  the  first  of  which  that  House  had  disagreed,  and  to  the  second 
had  agreed;  also  returned  the  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  enable  all 
the  religious  denominations  in  this  State  to  appoint  Trustees, 
&c.,*'  with  some  amendments  proposed  thereunto. 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  January  26th»  A,  M, 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 
bill  entided  "An  act  to  enable  all  the  religious  denominations  in 
this  State  to  appoint  Trustees,  &c./*  were  taken  into  considera- 
tion— the  first  and  third  whereof  were  agreed  to,  the  second  and 
fourth  disagreed  to. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  audi 
return  tlie  said  bill  and  amendments  thus  acted  upon  by  Coimdlt 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  CouncU  took  into  consad* 
eration  the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
slaves  to  either  of  the  Carolinas,  &c./*  which,  after  some  Cme 
spent  therein,  on  motion,  is  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  vii: 
Messrs.  Vandyke,  Neill,  and  Tilton,  to  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  several  papers  sent  by  the  House  of 
Assembly,  by  Mr.  Gordon,  a  member  of  that  House,  to  Coundl, 
on  the  26th  of  October,  1786,  were  now  returned  by  Mr.  Neili, 
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except  the  address  from  the  commercial  convention  at  Annapolis 
and  the  letter  from  the  chairman  of  that  convention,  which  were 
retained. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members,  and  adjourned  to 
10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  January  27th,  A.  M. 
Council  met     Present  all  the  members. 
The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

Doct.  Evans,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  entided  **An  act  to  regulate  marriages," 
for  consideration  and  concurrence;  and  returned  the  resolutions 
of  Council  concerning  Mr.  Commissioner  Winder's  letter,  con- 
curred in  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill,  to  regulate  marriages,  was 
read. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  bill  entided  **An  act  to  enable  all  the  religious 
denominations  in  this  State  to  appoint  Trustees,  &c.,"  with  the 
129 
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amendments  proposed  by  that  House  to  the  same,  to  which 
Council  had  proposed  amendments,  to  which  the  House  of  As- 
sembly had  acceded. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  January  29th,  1787,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  Saturday. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  minutes  of  Council  on  Saturday  last 
were  read. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  regulate  marriages,"  was  yead  a 
second  time,  and  the  question  bemg  put,  the  same  was  unani- 
mously rejected. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  aforesaid  bill,  as  rejected  by  Council; 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation 
of  slaves  to  either  of  the  Carolinas,  &c.,  was  committed,  now 
reported  several  amendments;  which,  by  order,  were  read. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Tuesday,  January  30th,  1787,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  Gordon,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  papers, 
to  wit:  A  resolution  of  that  House  respecting  their  adjournment 
on  Saturday  next  to  some  future  day;  an  act  for  securing  to  John 
Fitch  an  exclusive  right  of  constructing  the  steamboat  by  him 
invented,  &c. ;  the  petition  of  John  Fitch,  with  the  papers  accom- 
panying the  same;  an  act  relinquishing  the  right  of  this  State  to 
the  confiscated  property  late  of  James  Welch,  deceased,  with  the 
petition  and  other  papers  inclosed  in  the  same;  a  supplementary 
bill  to  the  act  for  the  recovery  of  i>ublic  money  due  from  the 
estate  of  J.  Vining,  Esq. ;  the  memorial  of  John  Vining,  and  the 
report  thereon;  and  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  Wilmington 
lottefy,  with  a  petition  of  William  Smith,  D.  D.,  a  petition  of 
the  Managers  of  the  Wilmington  Lottery,  &c..  and  the  article 
for  appropriating  the  Wilmington  lottery;  all  which  papers  were 
read. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  compel  executors  to  give  security, 
&c.,*'  was  now  taken  into  consideration,  and  several  amendments 
proposed  to  the  same,  which  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

Orderedy  That  the  aforesaid  amendments  be  transcribed  and 
sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  con- 
currence; which  was  done  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.   Polk  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
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with  the  aforesaid  bill,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by 
Council; 
Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accordingly. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Council  go  into  the  second  reading  of  the  bill 
entitled  '^An  act  for  securing  to  John  Fitch  an  exclusive  right  of 
constructing  the  steamboat,  &c. , '  *  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion, 

Resolved  unanimausly^  That  Council  will  not  sit  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  transacting  business  after  the  hour  of  eleven  on  Saturday 
evening. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  House 

of  Assembly  for  their  information. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  foregoing  resolution; 

Who  delivered  the  same  accordingly.  ^ 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  January  31st,  1787,  A.  M, 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  yesterday,  the  bill  entitled  **An  act 
for  securing  to  John  Fitch  an  exclusive  right  of  constructing  the 
steamboat  by  him  invented,  &c,/'  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  same  was  postponed  for  further 

consideration. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  *'A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for 
the  recovery  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty -three  pounds 
eighteen  shillings  and  six  pence,  due  from  the  estate  of  Johj)  Vin- 
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ing,  Esq.,  &c./  "  was  read  a  second  time,  and  several  amend- 
ments proposed  thereto,  which  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed,  and  that 
Mr.  Polk  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  aforesaid  bill 
and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto,  for  their  consideration 
and  concurrence; 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

The  Council  now  took  into  their  consideration  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  relinquishing  the  rights  of  this  State  to  the  confis- 
cated property  late  of  James  Welsh,  deceased,"  and  an  amend- 
ment to  the  same  was  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  aforesaid  amendment  be  transcribed,  and 
that  Mr.  Polk  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  said 
bill  and  the  amendment  proposed  thereto; 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

Adjpumed  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
the  Wilmington  lottery,'*  was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  by  para- 
graphs, and  some  amendments  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered  to  be  transcribed,  and  that  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the 
House  of  Assembly  therewith,  with  the  papers  that  accompanied 
the  same; 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof 

Mr.  Hayes,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
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ered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  compel  executors 
to  give  security,  &c,,"  with  some  amendments  proposed  by  that 
House  to  the  amendments  of  Council,  which,  by  order,  were  read 
and  acceded  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  said  bill  and  amendments  of  that  House  to  the  amend* 
ments  of  Council,  now  acceded  to; 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  slaves 
to  either  of  the  Carolinas,  &c, ,  *  *  w^as  read  the  ihird  time  by  para* 
graphs,  and  several  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed  and  sent 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concur* 
rence. 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow  moniing* 


February  ist,  1787,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  CH 
slaves,  &c,,  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  CouncQ; 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accordingly. 

Mn  Davis,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivereil 
to  the  Chair  the  following  papers:  The  Auditors*s  report  upon 
the  petition  of  William  Killen,  Esq»,  with  two  petitions  accom* 
panying  the  same;  an  act  for  enabling  Sydenham  Thome  to  erect 
a  mill-dam  across  Mispillion  Creek,  &c, ,  with  the  papers  accom* 
panying  the  same. 
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On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  enabling^  Sydenham  Thorne  to 
erect  a  mill-dam  across  Mispillion  Creek,  and  for  the  condemna- 
tion of  a  small  piece  of  fast  land  on  the  Sussex  side  of  the  said 
creek  for  the  use  of  a  grist-mill,"  with  the  petition  and  remon- 
strance for  and  against  the  said  bill,  and  the  report  of  a  commit- 
tee of  Assembly  upon  that  business,  were  severally  read. 

Also  the  petition  of  William  Killen,  Esquire,  on  the  sul^ect  of 
CoL  Haslet  s  affairs,  the  petition  of  the  children  of  CoL  Haslet, 
and  the  report  of  the  Autlitor  thereon,  were  severally  read. 

Adjourned  to  5  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


Council  met 


Mr.  Polk,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  the 
exportation  of  slaves.  &c. ,**  with  a  paper  of  amenclments  pro- 
posed by  that  House  to  the  amendments  proposed  by  Council  to 
the  aforesaid  bill. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  securing  to  John  Fitch  an  exclusive  right  of  con- 
structing and  using  the  steamboat,  &c, ,  was  read  the  third  time 
by  paragraphs  and  passed  the  House. 

On  the  question  being  put,  "Whether  Council  agreed  to  the 
first  paragraph?*'  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative;  upon  which 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Read,  and  are  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr,  J.  Tilton,  Mr.  John  Baning,  Mr  Silas  Snow.  Mr, 
Nicholas  Vandyke,  Mr  Daniel  Polk,  Mr.  Henry  Neill. 

Nays — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Laws. 

The  question  being  put  upon  the  second  paragraph,  it  was 
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carried  in  the  affirmative.     The  yeas  and  nays  were  required,  as 
above,  aad  were  as  upon  the  first  paragraph. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neifl  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  bill  for  securing  to  John  Fitch  an  exclusive  right  of 
constructing  and  using  the  steamboat,  <&c.*  as  concurred  in  by 
Council;  and  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  slaves,  &c., 
w^ith  the  paper  of  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  Council,  and 
the  paper  of  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly 
to  those  proposed  by  Council,  as  agreed  to  by  Council. 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  petitions  from  Wm.  Killen»  Esq., 
and  the  children  of  Col.  Haslet,  and  the  report  of  the  Auditor 
thereon,  were  severally  read,  and  the  report  of  the  Auditor 
agreed  to,  which  follows  in  these  words: 

The  Auditor  of  Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  William  Killen,  Esq.,  executor  of  Col.  John  Haslet»  deceased, 
begs  leave  to  report: 

That  he  has  had  a  conference  with  the  petitioner  on  the  sub- 
ject cjf  his  said  petition,  and  has  been  furnished  by  him  with  a 
settlement  of  Col.  Haslet's  accounts,  confirmed  by  the  House 
of  Assembly  on  the  5th  of  June,  1779*  and  by  the  Legislative 
Council  on  the  8th  of  December  following,  exhibiting  a  balance 
of  ^234  :  13  :  II  due  to  the  estate  of  his  testator,  which  the  peti- 
tioner alleges  was  paid  to  him  on  the  8th  of  January,  1780,  when 
it  was  worth  only  ;^7  ;  15  :  5  in  specie.  He  also  alleges  that  CoL 
Haslet's  estate  suffered  greatly  by  the  depreciation  of  the  money 
which  came  to  his  hands;  nevertheless  he  is  willing  to  return  the 
two  thousand  dollars  last  received  by  his  testator  from  the  United 
SLites,  in  certificates  of  final  settlement,  to  the  same  nomind 
amounts  due  from  the  said  States  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  late  American  army,  provided  this  State  will  assume  the  pay- 
ment of  the  said  two  thousand  dollars  to  the  United  States. 

The  Auditor,  upon  considering  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
is  of  opinion  that  this  State  may  with  safety  accede  to  the  pro- 
posal of  the  petitioner;  that  the  said  two  Inousand  dollars  wiD 
then  be  settled  in  a  general  account  with  the  United  States,  b 
which  account  the  certificates  of  final  settlement  must  be  received 
and  accepted  as  a  credit.     That  with  respect  to  the  interest  dtic 
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on  the  said  sura,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  A  editor  that  the  peti- 
tioner's testator's  estate  should  be  charged  with  it,  and  that  the 
interest  due  on  the  certificates  of  final  settlement  to  be  given  in 
exchange  should  be  calculated  up  to  the  time  of  exchange, 

ELEAZER  McCOMB. 
Auditor's  Office,  June  isth,  1786. 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  Wednesday,  R  M.,  Januar>^  31, 
1787,  read,  considered  and  agreed  to. 


JAS.   BOOTH,  CVk  af  Assembly. 
ebruary  i,  1787,  P.  M.,  read  and  co 

JAMES  SYKES,  CrkofCmmdl 


In  Legislative  Council,  February  i,  1787,  P.  M.,  read  and  con- 
curred in. 


Resolve  to  be  entered  upon  the  Auditor's  report  upon  the  pe- 
tition of  William  Killen,  Esq.,  as  executor  of  the  late  Col.  John 
Haslet,  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  House  of  Assembly: 

In  THE  Council,  Thursday,  P,  M.,  February  1,  1787. 

Resalved,  That  the  State  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is  ap- 
pointed and  authorized  to  receive  from  William  Killen,  Esq.^  as 
executor  of  Col.  John  Haslet,  deceased,  certificates  of  final  set- 
tlement to  the  nominal  amount  of  the  said  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars,  with  the  interest  accrued  thereon  at  the  time  of  such 
receipt,  allowing  so  much  interest  as  may  be  due  on  such  cer- 
tificates, in  discharge  of  so  much  interest  due  on  the  said  two 
thousand  dollars;  and  that  the  said  State  Treasurer  give  his  cer- 
tificate of  such  receipt  to  the  said  executor,  and  that  the  Dela- 
ware State  be  from  thenceforth  considered  as  accountable  to  the 
United  States  for  the  said  sum  o!  two  thousand  dollars,  as  last 
received  by  the  said  Col  John  Haslet  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  for  the  purpose  of  raising  his  new  regiment 

Ordered,  That  the  above  report  of  the  Auditor,  w^ith  the  re- 
solve and  the  above  mentioned  petition*  be  sent  to  the  House  of 
Assembly;  that  Mr.  Laws  wait  upon  the  House  with  the  same; 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  order, 
130 
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The  bill  entided  **An  act  for  enabling  Sydenham  Thome  to 
erect  a  mill-dam,  &c./'  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the  same 
postponed  until  to-morrow  morning  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  Feb.  2d,  1787,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Council  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  entitied  **An  act  to  enable  Sydenham 
Thome  to  erect  a  mill-dam  across  Mispillion  Creek,  &c./'  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  a  motion  was  made  and  seconded 
that  the  further  consideration  thereof  should  be  postponed  until 
the  parties  interested  could  have  notice  to  attend  Council  and  be 
heard  in  the  premises;  which  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the 
negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tilton,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  should  be 
entered,  it  was  ordered  accordingly,  and  are  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Yeas — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Snow,  Mr.  Laws. 

Nays — Mr;  Vandyke,  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Baning,   Mr. 

Neill. 

Mr.  Dingle,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  papers,  to  wit:  A  mes- 
sage from  the  President;  an  act  for  empowering  the  Board  estab- 
lished by  Congress  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  bet>**een 
the  United  States  and  mdividual  States,  to  call  before  them 
witnesses,  &c. :  an  act  for  the  support  of  officers,  soldiers,  or 
seamen,  citizens  of  this  State,  who  have  been  disabled  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States;  a  hill  for  raising  ten  thousand  five 
hundred  pounds  for  the  service  of  the  year  1787;  a  petition  from 
New  Castle  County  for  a  speedy  collection  of  the  arrearages  of 
taxes;  the  report  of  the  committee  upon  the  President's  Message; 
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a  petition  of  John  Darby,  and  the  Auditor's  report  thereon;  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  with  two  inclosures;  the 
resolution  of  Council  on  the  Auditor's  report  on  the  petition  of 
William  Killen,  Esq.,  as  concurred  in  by  tne  House  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  several  papers  delivered  to  the  Chair 
in  the  forenoon  were  read. 

On  motion, 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  raising  ;^i  0,500  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1787,"  by  special  order,  was  read  a  second  time  and 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  to  wit:  Messrs.  Vandyke,  Read 
and  Tilton,  who  are  to  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  ordered 

That  Mr.  Read  be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for 
appoinfine  Commissioners  to  meet  the  convention  o7  the  United 
States  to  be  held  on  the  second  day  of  May  next,  at  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  Articles  of  Confed- 
eration. 

Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  enabling 
Sydenham  Thome  to  erect  a  mill-dam,  &c. ,  and  several  amend- 
ments were  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed,  and  that 
Mr.  Neill  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly  with  the  said  bill  and 
the  amendments  proposed  by  Council  to  the  same,  for  their  con- 
sideration and  concurrence; 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Saturday.  February  3d,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  support  of  officers,  soldiers, 
or  seamen,  citizens  of  this  State,  who  have  been  disabled  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  by  para- 
graphs and  it  shall  pass. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  same; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

Mr.  Read  now  laid  on  the  table  a  bill  entided  **An  act  ap- 
pointing Deputies  from  this  State  to  the  Convention  proposed 
to  be  held  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of  revising 
the  Federal  System;"  which,  by  order,  was  read. 

Mr.  McCall,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  '*An  act  laying  an  impost  on 
spirituous  liquors  imported  into  this  State,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

On  motion,  by  sp>ecial  order, 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  appointing  Deputies  from  this  State 
to  the  Convention  proposed  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  for  revis- 
ing the  Federal  System,  &c.,"  was  read  a  second  time,  read  a 
third  time  by  paragraphs,  and  it  shall  pass. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  bill,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence; 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accordingly. 

Mr.  Grantham,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 
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and  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer/*  with  a  memorial  of  William 
Killen  and  David  Finney,  Esquires,  &c.,  the  excise  bill,  &c. ; 
which  said  papers  were  severally  read. 

Mr.  Dingle^  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  of  that  House  accepting 
and  agreeing  to  the  proposals  of  Mn  Read  for  revising  the  laws, 
with  the  said  proposals,  which  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 

with  the  Auditor's  bill  and  the  papers  of  amendments  proposed 
to  the  same,  and  an  additional  amendment  proposed  to  the  said 
bill  by  Council,  with  the  following  verbal  message  from  Council 
to  the  House  of  Assembly: 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council,  from  the  shortness  of  the  time  prescribed  by  your 
honorable  House  for  the  present  session*  have  departed  some* 
what  from  the  usual  mode  of  transacting  business,  in  the  offering 
another  amendment,  different  from  their  former  one,  disagreed  to 
by  your  honorable  House,  to  the  third  amendment  proposed  by 
the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  Auditor's  bill,  to  wit:  that  of  add- 
ing twenty-five  pounds  to  the  one  hundred  pounds  set  down  in 
your  said  third  amendment;  for  that  the  contmuance  and  regular 
keeping  up  of  that  office  is  of  great  importance  and  use  to  this 
State,  and  it  is  most  likely  that  a  person  who  hath  already  been 
exercised  in  the  duties  of  such  an  office  would  be  presently  most 
competent  for  the  immediate  execution  of  the  various  duties 
thereof,  and.  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  probable  that  if 
the  present  Auditor  should  be  reelected  he  might  accept  thereof 
for  such  annual  allowance. 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  bill  providing  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Justices 

of  the  Supreme  Court,  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  bill  and  the  memorial  of  Wm.  Kilien  and  David  Fmney, 
Esquires,  &c. ; 

Who  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M, 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Council  being  informed  that  James  Newnam.  Doorkeeper  and 
Sergeant-at-Arms  to  this  House,  had  removed  from  the  Town 
of  Dover  to  the  village  called  Mifflin's  Cross  Roads,  and  that 
it  would  be  inconvenient,  both  to  the  Council  and  to  the  said 
James,  to  be  continued  in  that  station,  and  Benjamin  Crooks 
offering  himself  to  perform  that  duty,  the  said  Benjamin  Crooks 
is  therefore  appointed  Doorkeeper  and  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  this 
House. 

Mr.  Shankland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  Auditor's  bill, 
with  the  verbal  message  from  this  House  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, thus  acted  upon  in  that  House: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  February  3,  1787. 

This  House  having  taken  the  said  message  into  consideration, 
propose  that  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  be  the  yearly 
salary  of  the  Auditor. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  Crk  of  Assembly, 

Thus  acted  upon  in  Council,  February  3d,  1787.  Read  and 
agreed  to. 

JAMES  SYKES.  Cr k  0/ Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  Auditor's  bill,  and  the  verbal  message  from  Council  to 
the  House  of  Assembly; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  Cannon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  re- 
turned to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  appointing  Dep- 
uties from  this  State  to  the  Convention,  &c.,"  with  an  amend- 
ment to  the  same;  the  letter  from  Gunning  Bedford,  Elsq.,  with 
the  following  verbal  message: 
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A  Verbal  Message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the 

Council. 
Gentlemen  : 

The  House  of  Assembly  propose  to  the  honorable  the  Council 
that  both  Houses  meet,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  forthwith,  for 
the  purpose  of  nominating  and  balloting  for  Deputies  to  attend 
the  proposed  convention  for  revising  the  Federal  Constitution; 
for  an  Auditor  for  this  State,  and  for  a  Delegate  to  Congress,  to 
supply  the  place  of  Gunning  Bedford,  the  elder,  Esq.,  who  hath 
declined  to  accept  of  that  appointment. 

Saturday,  P.  M.,  Feb.  3,  1787. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  bill  for  raising  ;^io,500,  &c.,  was 
committed,  now  brought  in  their  report;  which  was  read. 

Upon  the  motion  being  made  and  seconded,  that  Council 
should  proceed  presently  to  the  consideration  of  the  said  report, 
the  question  was  put,  and  the  yea^  and  nays  were  required  by 
Mr.  Tilton,  and  are  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Snow,  Mr.  Neill,  Mr.  Vandyke. 

Nays — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Laws. 

So  the  House  being  divided,  the  Speaker  gave  his  vote  against 
the  motion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  act  appointing  Deputies,  &c. ,  with  the  paper  of  amend- 
ments proposed  by  that  House  to  the  said  bill,  and  an  amend- 
ment projiosed  by  Council  to  the  first  mentioned  amendments; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  memorial  and  appeal  of  George 
Read,  with  the  several  papers  accompanying  the  same,  together 
with  the  decision  of  that  House  on  the  said  appeal,  which  follows. 
The  papers  severally  were  read. 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  February  3,  1787. 

The  House  took  into  consideration  that  part  of  the  Auditor's 
report  from  which  George  Read,  Esq.,  appealed;  and  thereupon 
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Resolved^  in  favor  of  the  appellant^  that  the  sum  of  tweoty* 
six  pounds  five  shillings  be  added  to  the  sum  reported  by  the 
Audfitor  to  be  due  from  this  State  to  the  said  George  Read. 

JAMES  BOOTH,  Cr k  a/ Asstm^fy. 

Concurred  in  by  Council. 

JAMES  SYKES,  CVkqfCmnaL 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr  Laws  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  engrossed  bill  for  incorporating;  religious  societies,  which,  by- 
order,  had  been  sigried  by  the  Speaker  of  Council;  also  tjie  sev- 
eral papers  concerning  Mr.  Read's  demand  against  the  State,  the 
resolution  thereon,  to  which  Council  had  agreed; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof 

Ordered,  That  Mr.   Neill  »wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 

with  the  bill  appointing  Deputies,  8lc, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  with  the  following 
verbal  message: 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  agree  to  the  proposition  contained  in  your  verbal 
message  of  this  afternoon  to  meet,  in  the  Council  Chamber  forth* 
with,  lor  the  purpose  of  nominating  Deputies  to  attend  the  pro* 
posed  convention  for  revising  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  for 
an  Auditor  for  this  State,  and  a  Delegate  to  Congress,  to  supply 
the  place  of  Gunning  Bedford,  Esq.,  the  elder,  who  hath  declmed 
to  accept  of  that  appointment 

Doct.  Evans,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv» 
ered  to  the  Chair  the  several  laws  passed  at  this  sitting,  uith  a 
resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  thereunto. 

Adjourned  to  lo  o*  clock  on  Monday  morning. 
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Monday,  February  5th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Council  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  raising  ;^  10, 500  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1787,**  and  after  sundry  debates  thereon,  a 
question  was  proposed  and  put,  *  *  Do  Council  agree  to  the  report 
so  far  as  relates  to  providing  for  the  requisition  of  Congress  ol  the 
2d  of  August  last  for  56,512  dollars?'*  which  passed  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tilton,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  above 
question  be  entered  on  the  minutes,  it  was  ordered  accordingly, 
and  are  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Yeas — Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Snow. 

Nays — Mr.  Neill,  Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Laws. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.  Present  all  the  members,  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  for  raising  ;^  10, 500  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1787,  and  sundry  amendments  were  proposed  and 
agreed  to  to  Section  17,  inclusive.  Then,  upon  reading  Sections 
18  and  19,  a  motion  was  made  for  introducing  an  amendment  to 
precede  the  said  Sections  18  and  19,  as  follows,  to  wit:  **An  act 
tor  extending  the  time  for  collection  of  the  unpaid  State  tax 
directed  to  be  raised  in  the  year  1786;"  in  order  to  form  those 
two  sections,  viz:  18  and  19,  into  a  separate  act;  and,  upon  the 
question,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Whereupon  the  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Dr.  Tilton, 
and  they  are  as  follows: 
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For  the  affirmative — ^Mr.    Read,    Mr.    Neill,    Mr.    Laws,    Mr 

Polk,  Mn  Snow. 

F&r  the  negative — Mr,  Tilton,  Mr.  Vandyke,  Mn  Baning. 

Then  the  question  being  put  upon  the  said  sections  thus  made 
into  a  separate  act,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  called  for  were  the  same  as  on  the  next  pre- 
ceding motion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Neill  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 

the  last  mentioned  bill  and  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by 
Council,  for  the  consideration  and  concurrence  of  that  Houi>e. 

Who*  being  returned^  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

Mr.  Porter,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  resolutions  for  ascertaining  the  allow- 
ance to  the  Delegates  in  Congress,  which,  by  order,  were  read, 
and  follow  in  these  words: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  February  5^  17S7. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  be  allowed  the  sum  of  forty  shil- 
lings for  every  day  he  shall  attend  in  Congress  or  any  committee 
thereof,  and  also  the  same  sum  per  day  for  traveling  charge  in 
going  thereto  and  returning  therefrom.  And  that  each  Deputy 
from  this  State  to  the  Convention  proposed  to  be  held  at  the  r:^s 
of  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  Federal  ConsLi  j 
tion,  be  allowed  the  like  sum  for  every  day  he  shall  attend  the 
same,  and  also  the  same  sum  per  day  for  traveling  charges  in 
going  thereto  and  returning  therefrom. 

Resolved  also,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  of 
this  State  for  the  time  being,  upon  each  Delegate  or  Deputy 
producing  an  account  of  his  attendance,  be  and  is  hereby  autnar- 
ized  to  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer,  indorsed  on  such 
account,  for  the  payment  of  the  same;  which  account,  with  the 
order  and  receipt »  shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  Treasurer 
in  the  settlement  of  his  account. 


Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.   ^OOTW.Crka/Assem^ij. 
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On  motion,  bv  order,  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
declaring  the  allowance  to  the  Delegates  from  this  State  to  Con- 
gress, and  the  Deputies  to  the  Convention  for  revising  the  Federal 
Constitution,  were  read,  and  an  amendment  proposed  and  agreed 
to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  that  House  with  the  same  for 
concurrence. 

Mr.  Duff,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  papers,  to  wit:  A  letter 
from  the  Auditor,  of  this  day,  also  reports  of  the  Auditor,  of  the 
2d  February,  1785,  4th  November,  1785,  14th  and  20th  January, 
1786,  and  15th  January,  1787,  and  do.  on  the  petition  of  Esther 
Mackey,  of  same  date. 

Mr.  Shankland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  returned  the  resolutions  for  ascertaining  the  allowance 
to  the  Delegates,  &c. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  February  6th,  A.  M. 

The  order  in  favor  of  John  McKinly,  by  order,  was  signed  by 
the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Shankland,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  two  engrossed  bills,  the  one  for 
extending  the  time  of  collection  of  the  unpaid  State  tax  directed 
to  be  raised  in  the  year  1786,  the  other,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  raising  ;^  10, 500  for  the  service  of  the  year  1787;"  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  above 
laws;  also  a  resolution  of  said  House  instructing  the  Delegates  to 
Congress  from  this  State  to  urge  Congress  to  direct  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Continental  Loan  Office  of  this  State  to  receive  the 
indents  that  may  be  collected  from  the  citizens  from  this  State  in 
discharge  of  the  requisition  of  Congress  of  the  27th  September, 
1785. 

The  resolution  respecting  the  Great  Seal  was  concurred  in, 
and  the  above  laws  were,  by  order,  signed  by  the  Speaker  and 
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sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Laws,  and  the  resolution 
for  affixing  the  Great  Seal ; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

The  Council  allowed  the  following  accounts: 

To  the  Honorable  George  Craghead,  Esquire,  for  25 

days*  attendance  and  mileage, ;^  26 

To  George  Read,  Esq.,  for  do.  do., 18 

To  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esq.,  fordo,  do., 14 

To  Silas  Snow,  Esq.,  fordo,  do.,      14 

To  James  Tilton,  Esq.,  fordo,  do 15 

To  John  Baning,  Esq.,  fordo,  do., 15 

To  Henry  Neill,  Esq.,  for  do.  do 13 

To  Daniel  Polk,  Esq.,  for  do.  do., 16 

To  Alexander  Laws,  Esq.,  for  do.  do., 16 

To  James  Sykes,  Clerk,  for  26  days*  attendance,  and 

for  engrossing,  paper,  &c., 23  13    4 

To  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Battell,  for  the  use  of  a  room,  fire- 
wood and  candles, 20    00 

To  James   Newnam.    Doorkeeper  and   Sergeant-at- 

Arms,      9  15    o 

;^205      6     4 
Additional  allowance  for  3  days  after  attendance,  .    .        20     3     6 


16 

0 

6 

0 

19 

4 

14 

8 

12 

0 

12 

0 

10 

0 

6 

0 

2 

0 

Total  amount, jC^^S  9  ^o 

To  the  Honorable  George  Craghead,  Esq.,     ....  2  14  o 

To  George  Read,  Esq i  16  o 

To  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esq.,      i  16  o 

To  Silas  Snow,  Esq., i  16  o 

To  James  Tilton,  Esq., i  16  o 

To  John  Baning,  Elsq., i  16  o 

To  Henry  Neill,  Esq.,      i  16  o 

To  Daniel  Polk,  Esq., i  16  o 

To  Alexander  Laws,  Esq., i  16  o 

To  James  Sykes,  Clerk, i  19  o 

To  James  Newnam,  Doorkeeper,  &c i  26 

jC^  3  6 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  several  reports  of  the  Auditor,  agreed  to  by  Council,  and  a 
resolution  of  touncil,  drawn  thereon,  empowering  the  President 
or  Commander-in-Chief  to  draw  orders  in  favor  of  the  respective 
persons  for  the  several  sums  as  in  those  reports  are  mentioned 
and  specified  upon  the  State  Treasurer,  payable  out  of  any 
money  in  his  hands  not  heretofore  specially  appropriated; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

Council  being  informed,  by  the  verbal  message  of  the  House 
of  Assembly,  that  the  honorable  the  House  of  Assembly  had  this 
day  adjourned  the  present  sessions  to  Monday,  28th  day  of  May 
next,  on  motion. 

Resolved,  That  Council  do  now  adjourn  to  the  same  day. 


MEMBERS'    NAMES. 


FOR  NEW  CASTLE  COUNTY  : 

George  Craghead,  Speaker,  George  Read. 

Nicholas  Vandyke. 

FOR  KENT  COUNTY : 
Silas  Snow,  James  Tilton,  John  Baning. 

FOR  SUSSEX  COUNTY : 
Henry  Neill,  Daniel  Polk,  Alexander  Laws. 

JAMES  SYKES,  Clerk. 


VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  MAY,  1787. 


May  28th,  1787. 

A  sufficient  number  of  the  members  not  having  met  to  form 
a  quorum  on  that  day,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until 
Thursday,  the  31st  of  the  same  month,  when  there  appeared  as 
follows: 

Far  New  Castle  Counfy — George  Craghead,  Esq.,  Speaker. 

For  Kent  Counfy — James  Tilton,  Silas  Snow,  John  Baning. 

For  Sussex  Counfy — Daniel  Polk,  Alexander  Laws. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  laying  an  impost 
on  spirituous  liquors  imported  into  this  State,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,** was  read  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  to  wit: 
Messrs.  Tilton,  Polk,  and  Snow. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members,  and  adjourned  to 
10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Friday,  June  ist,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

On  motion,  that  as  a  committee  had  been  appointed  at  the 
the  meeting  of  Council  in  the  month  of  January,  1786,  to  wit: 
Messrs.  Read,  Joshua  Polk,  and  Tilton,  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
a  bill  for  straightening  the  roads  of  travel  and  carriage  within 
this  State,  and  that  Mr.  Read  is  absent  on  public  busmess,  by 
the  appointment  of  the  General  Assembly,  as  a  member  of  the 
Federal  Convention,  and  Mr.  Joshua  Polk  is  not  now  a  member 
of  this  House,  and  as  the  business  was  of  importance  and  neces- 
sary to  be  completed,  it  was  therefore  proper  that  other  members 
should  be  appointed  in  the  room  of  those  gentlemen ;  whereupon 
ordered  that  Mr.  Speaker  and  Mr.  Laws  be  appointed  of  that 
committee  in  the  room  of  Messrs.  Read  and  Polk. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met.     Mr.  Vandyke  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 
Adjourned  to  Saturday,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Saturday,  2d  June,  A.  M. 
Council  met  and  adjourned  to  Monday,  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 
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Monday,  June  4th,  A.  M. 
Council  met 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vandyke,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter 
the  judgment  at  common  law  against  persons  convicted  of  petit 
treason,  the  same  was  granted;  whereupon  Mr.  Vandyke  laid  a 
bill  for  that  purpose  on  the  table;  which  bill,  on  motion,  by 
order,  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  a  second 
time. 

On  motion,  the  same  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs, 
passed  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  consideration  and  concurrence. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  transcribed  bill  for  altering  the  judgment  in  petit  treason; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  June  5th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  Moore,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  entided  **An  act  to  alter  the 
judgment  at  common  law  against  persons  convicted  of  petit 
treason,"  with  some  amendments  proposed  by  that  House; 
which,  on  motion,  by  order,  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

132 


I050 


MfNUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


EoDEM  Die.  P*  M, 


Council  met 


The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  actio  alter  the  judgment  at 
common  law  against  persons  convicted  of  petit  treason/*  was  read 
and  compared  accorcfing  to  the  amendments  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 

the  said  engrossed  bill; 

WhO|  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

Mr.  Gordon^  a  member  of  Assembly*  attending*  was  admitted 

and  returned  the  bill  for  altering  the  judgment  in  petit  treasoci^ 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  this 
House;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Mr.  Gordon  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  foregoing 

law,  which  follows  in  these  words: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  June  5th,  1787. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  afiix  the 

Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  law: 

"An  act  to  alter  the  judgment  at  common  law  against  persons 

convicted  of  petit  treason." 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  CVkofAuemhfy. 

In  Council,  same  day,  read  and  concurred  in. 

JAMES  SYKES.  CVk  0/  C&tmeii. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  last  mentioned  bill  and  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great 
Seal  thereunto,  agreed  to  by  Council; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Wednesday,  June  6th,  A.  M. 
Council  met.     The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  relating  to  the  time  of  the  adjournment  of  that  House, 
which  had  been  delivered  to  him  by  Mr.  Evans,  a  member  of 
Assembly,  after  the  adjournment  of  Council. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  resolution  was  read,  and  follows 
in  these  words: 

In  THE  House  of  Assembly,  June  5th,  1787. 
On  motion, 

Resolved  unanimously^  That  this  House  intend,  to-morrow 
evening,  to  conclude  the  present  session  by  adjourning  the  same 
to  some  future  day. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Evans  wait  on  the  Council  with  a  copy  of 
the  said  resolution  for  their  information. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  Cr  k  of  Assembly, 
On  motion, 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  enable  the  owners  and  possessors 
of  a  certain  parcel  of  marsh,  meadow,  and  cripple,  hereinafter 
described,  situate  on  Little  St.  Georges  Creek,  m  St.  Georges 
Hundred,  in  New  Castle  County,  fronting  the  River  Delaware, 
to  keep  the  banks,  dams,  sluices  and  floodgates  thereof  in  re- 
pair,*' was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  and  on  the  question,  the  said  bill  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  same,  with  the  petition  and  newspaper  that  accom- 
panied the  same; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  *'An  act 
laying  an  impost  on  spirituous  liquors  imported  into  this  State, 
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and  for  other  purposes/*  now  reported  some  amendments  there- 
unto, which  they  submitted  to  the  House. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  same  be  read;  which  was  done 

accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  R  M* 


EoDEM  Die,  P*  M. 

Council  met.     Mr.  Neill  appeared  and  took  his  seat 

Mr,  Cannon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House  respecting:  the  meet* 
ing  of  both  Houses  in  the  Council  Chamber;  which,  on  motion^ 
by  order,  was  read,  and  foHows  in  these  words: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  June  6,  1787,  P.  M, 
On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Cannon  wait  on  the  Council,  and  propose 
to  that  honorable  body  that  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly  meet  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  six  o'clock  this  aftemoOQ, 
and  put  in  nomination  persons  out  of  whom  shall  be  elected,  by 
ballot,  a  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans* 
Court  for  the  County  of  New  Castle,  to  supply  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned therein  by  the  death  of  Abraham  Robinson,  Esq»  f  and 
also  a  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans  Court 
for  the  County  of  Kent,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
appointment  of  Thomas  Collins,  Esq.,  to  the  Presidency  of  this 
State.  JAS.   %0(yX^,  CVk  0/ Assembly. 

In  the  Council,  June  6t]i,  1787,  P,  M.,  read  and  concurred  in. 


JAMES  SYKES,  Crko/Cmmcil 


On  motion, 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  above  resolution,  concurred  in  by  Council ; 
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Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according 
to  order. 

In  pursuance  of  the  joint  resolution  of  both  Houses,  the  two 
Houses  met,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  put  in  nomination  the 
following  persons  from  whom  to  appoint  a  Justice  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans*  Court  of  the  Counties  of  New 
Castle  and  Kent: 

FOR  NEW   CASTLE  COUNTY, 

Mr.  Grantham  names  Mr.  Porter. 
Mr.  Vandyke  names  Mr.  Craghead. 

FOR   KENT  COUNTY, 

Mr.  Rodney  names  Mr.  Smith  as  Chief  Justice. 
Mr.  Rodney  names  Mr.  Carty. 
Mr.  McCall  names  Mr.  Cook. 
Mr.  Gordon  names  Mr.  Clayton. 

Then  the  two  Houses  separated. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  amendments  to  the 
bill  entitled  **An  act  for  laying  an  impost  on  spirituous  liquors, 
&c.,*'  and  after  some  time  spent  therein  the  same  were  agreed 
to,  and  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly for  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  June  7th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliver- 
to  the  Chair  a  verbal  message  from  that  House  in  the  following 
words: 

Verbal  Message  to  the  Council  from  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. 

The  House  of  Assembly  propose  to  the  honorable  the  Council 
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that  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  meet,  in  the  Coundl 
Chamber,  at  12  o*dock  this  day,  and  proceed  to  the  appointment 
by  ballot  of  persons  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Court  0/  Commoo 
Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and 
KenL 
Thursday,  A.  M.,  June  7th,  17S7. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 

the  bill  for  laying  an  impost  on  spirituous  liquors,  and  the  amend* 
ments  proposed  thereunto  by  Council; 

Who»  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof 

On  motion,  Council  took  into  consideration  the  proposals  of 
George  Read,  Esquire,  concerning  the  revising  the  laii^-s  of  thb 
State,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  accepting 
and  agreeing  to  the  said  proposals;  and  upon  the  question,  **  Do 
Council  concur  with  the  House  of  Assembly  in  that  resolutjon?*' 
it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  said  proposals  and   resolution   thus  acted  upon  by 

Council 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die.  P,  M. 


Council  met 


Mr.  Laws  reported  the  delivery  of  the  proposals  of  Mr  Read, 
and  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon»  to  that  House. 

according  to  order. 

On  motion,  the  House  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  persons, 
one  of  whom  to  be  elected^  to  fill  up  the  place  of  Major  Jain^ 
Black  in  the  Privy  Council,  whose  time  is  expired. 

Mr,  Laws  names  Silas  Snow,  Esquire. 

Mr,  Til  ton  names  Eleazer  McComb,  Esquire. 
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On  motion, 


Resolved,  That  Council  will,  to-morrow  morning,  proceed  to 
the  balloting  for  a  Privy  Councillor  in  the  room  of  Major  Black. 

Mr.  Grantham,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  extending  the 
time  for  collection  of  the  unpaid  State  tax  directed  to  be  raised 
in  the  year  1786.** 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  June  8th,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     The  minutes  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  Porter,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
to  the  Chair  a  bill  entided  **A  further  supplementary  act  to  the 
act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of 
small  debts;'  "  also  a  resolution  of  that  House  of  tneir  intention 
to  conclude  the  present  session  this  evening  by  adjourning  the 
same  to  some  future  day. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  Charles  Polk,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitied  **An  act  for  appropriating 
the  sum  of  ;^i 0,500." 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  McCall,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  *'A  further  supplement  to  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  for  calling  in  and  destrojdng  such  of  the  Bills  of 
Credit,  emitted  by  virtue  of  any  law  of  this  State,  passed  under 
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III 


the  present  or  former  Government  thereof,  as  are  now  outstand- 
ing, and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  *  *  * 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  ap- 
propriating the  sum  of  ;^io,50o,  was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  **A  further  supplement  to  an  act  for  catling  til 
and  destroying  such  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted,  &c,,**  waa 
read. 

On  motion,  the  bill  for  appropriating  the  sum  of  ^10,500,  was 
read  by  paragraphs  and  passed  the  House. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Neill  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  wkh 
the  supplementary  bill  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of 
small  debts,  with  some  amendments  proposed  by  Council  there- 
unto;  also  the  bill  for  appropriating  the  sum  of  ;£io,500,  which 
had  pa^ed  Council 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  '*A  further  supplement  to  an  act  for  calUng  in 
and  destroying  Bilb  of  Credit,  &c,/*  was  read  a  second  time  by 
paragraphs  and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  last  mentioned  bill,  which  had  passed  the  Council; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  above 
acts  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  extending  the  time  of  collection  of  the  unpaid  State 
tax  directed  to  be  raised  in  1786,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Council  proceeded  to  ballot 
for  a  Priv)r  Councillor,  and  the  votes  being  taken  by  the  Speaker 
and  read,  it  appears  that  Eleazer  McComb,  Esq.,  was  elected  by 
a  majority  of  votes,  and  is  declared  duly  elected. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  I  787.  IO57 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

Mr.  Broom,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  returned  to  the  Chair  the  supplementary  bin  to  the  act  for 
the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,  with  the 
amendments  of  Council,  to  the  first  of  which  they  had  disagreed, 
and  to  the  second  agreed;  whereupon  Council,  after  considering 
their  first  amendment,  receded  therefrom  and  proposed  an  addi- 
tional amendment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  last  mentioned  bill,  thus  acted  upon  by  Council; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  same 
according  to  order. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  bill  entitled  **An  act 
for  extending  the  time  for  collection  of  the  unpaid  State  tax  di- 
rected to  be  raised  in  the  year  1786,'*  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  question  was  put  and  the  bill  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  said  bill,  thus  acted  upon  by  Council; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof 

Mr.  Shankland,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  the  following  bills,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Assembly,  to  wit: 

**An  act  for  appropriating  the  sum  of  ;£io,5oo;" 

**A  further  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  *An  act  for 
the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts;'  '* 

**A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  calling  in 
and  destroying  such  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  virtue  of  any 
law  of  this  State,  passed  under  the  present  or  former  Government 
thereof,  as  are  now  outstanding,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned;*  '*  and 

'*An  act  to  enable  the  owners  and  possessors  of  a  certain 
parcel  of  marsh,   meadow,   and  cripple,   hereinafter  described, 
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situate  on  Little  St.  Georges  Creek,  in  St.  Georges  Hundred,  in 
New  Castle  County,  fronting  the  River  Delaware,  to  keep  the 
banks,  dams,  sluices,  and  floodgates  thereof  in  repair.** 

Abo,  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  af&xing  the 
Great  Seal  to  the  above  mentioned  bills;  which  was  concurred  in 
by  Council. 

On  motion,  the  foregoing  bills  were  compared  and  ordered  to 
be  signed  by  the  Speaker;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neill  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  above  laws  and  resolution ; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof 

Adjourned  to  6  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  June  9th,  A.  M. 

Council  met,  and  proceeded  to  the  settlement  of  the  expenses 
of  this  sitting,  and  the  following  accounts  were  allowed,  viz  : 

To  the  Hon.  George  Craghead,  Esq.,  Speaker,  for 

13  days'  attendance  in  Council  and  mileage,    .    .  ;^    13     60 

To  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Escj.,  for  ditto, 6  11  4 

To  Silas  Snow,  Esq. ,  for  ditto, 828 

To  James  Tilton,  Esq.,  for  ditto, 7   16  o 

To  John  Baning,  Esq.,  for  ditto, 7160 

To  Daniel  Polk,  Esq.,  for  ditto, 7180 

To  Alexander  Laws,  E^q.,  for  ditto, 7   14  o 

To  Henry  Neill,  Esq.,  for  ditto, 3180 

To  James  Sykes,  Clerk, 8   10  6 

To  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Battell,  for  the  use  of  a  room,  .    .  7   10  o 

To  Benjamin  Crooks,  Doorkeeper, 526 

;C84     5  o 
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Ordered^  That  the  Speaker  sign  orders  on  the  State  Treasurer 
in  &vor  of  the  above  persons  for  the  sums  above  mentioned ;  which 
was  done  accordingly. 

On  motion, 

Ordered^  That  the  Minutes  of  Council  be  transcribed  by  the 
Qerk  from  their  sessions  in  October,  1783,  to  the  present,  both 
inclusive,  and  that  Messrs.  Tilton  and  Sykes  correct  the  same, 
and  have  two  himdred  copies  thereof  printed  before  the  next 
meeting  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Adjourned  to  27th  of  August  next 


VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  AUGUST,  1787. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  by  adjournment,  August  27th, 
1787,  a  sufficient  number  of  the  members  not  having  appeared 
to  form  a  quorum,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Thurs- 
day, the  30th  of  this  instant,  when  the  following  gentlemen  ap- 
peared, viz: 

Far  New  Castle  County — The  Hon.  George  Craghead,  Esq., 
Speaker;  Nicholas  Vandyke. 

Far  Kent  County — Silas  Snow,  James  Tilton,  John  Baning. 

On  motion,  ordered 

That  Messrs.  Vandyke  and  Tilton  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the 
President,  and  inform  him  that  Council  was  sitting  and  ready  to 
receive  any  business  that  he  may  have  to  lay  before  them. 

The  gentlemen,  being  returned,  report  that  they  had  waited 
on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  according  to  order,  and  that 
he  was  pleased  to  say  that  he  had  several  public  communications 
in  his  possession,  which,  if  Council  thought  it  necessary,  he  was 
ready  to  lay  before  them. 

On  motion,  ordered 

That  Mr.  Snow  wait  on  his  Excellency  and  receive  these  com- 
munications from  his  hands  and  present  them  to  Council. 

Mr.  Snow,  being  returned,  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  his 
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Excellency,  the  President,  agreeable  to  order,  and  that  he  was 
pleased  to  say  the  papers  before  mentioned  were  not  in  such  order 
as  he  would  wish  to  present  them  in  to  Council,  that  he  had  not 
been  explicit  enough  on  the  subject  when  the  Committee  waited 
on  him,  nor  had  he  any  message  prepared,  but  that  if  the  Council 
thought  tl  proper  to  sit  on  the  morrow  he  would  have  the  papers 
in  order. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


I 


Friday.  August  31st,  A.  M. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

The  Clerk  of  Council  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from 
his  Excellency,  the  President  to  the  Council,  accompanied  by  the 
following  papers;  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  of  tlie 
2d  July  last,  with  its  enclosures:  one  of  the  12th  of  the  same 
month,  with  a  copy  of  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  of 
'  America  and  the  Emperor  of  Morocco;  one  of  the  14th,  with 
its  inclosures;  one  of  the  31st,  with  its  inclosures;  also  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  of  the  3d  July,  with  its 
inclosures;  which,  by  order,  were  severally  read. 

Then  the  following  accounts  were  allowed: 

To  the  Hon.  George  Craghead,  Esq. ,  Speaker,  for  5 

days'  attendance  and  mileage, jQ     6     20 

To  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esq.,  for  3  days*  attendance 

and  mileage, 2  r8  o 

To  James  Tilton,  Esq.,  for  2  days'  attendance,  i     40 

To  John  Baning,  Esq.,  fordo.. 140 

To  Silas  Snow,  Esq.,  for  do.  and  mileage.  .  1    10  S 

To  James  Sykes,  for  5  days 326 

To  Benj.  Crooks,  fordo.,   ......    .  2  12  6 

To  Mrs.  Battel!,  for  use  of  a  room,   ...  2150 

Adjourned  to  20th  day  of  October  next. 


VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


At  a  session  convened  at  Dover,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  Octo- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-seven,  divers  of  the  members  met,  but  the  number  not 
bemg  a  quorum,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Thurs- 
day, the  twenty-fifth  of  the  same  month. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  October  25th,  1787. 

It  appears  by  the  returns  of  the  officers  of  the  Counties  of 
New  Casde  and  Kent,  appointed  by  law  to  be  Judges  of  Elec- 
tions, that  on  the  first  day  of  October  instant,  at  the  usual  places 
of  election  for  the  said  Counties,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
chosen  to  represent  the  said  Counties  respectively  as  members  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Delaware  State,  for  three  years 
next  ensuing  the  said  election,  to  wit : 

For  New  Castle  County — Thomas  McDonough. 

For  Kent  County — John  Cook. 

All  the  members  of  the  Council  now  appeared  except  Messrs. 
Vandyke,  Tilton  and  Baning. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  Thomas 
McDonough,  Esquire,  was  unanimously  elected. 

The  Speaker,  in  the  Chair,  and  afterwards  Mr.  Cook,  took. 
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made  and  subscribed  the  oath  and  afBrmation  of  allegiance  and 
declaration  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.     \_See  fwU  an  page 

m] 

On  motion,  ordered 

That  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Cook»  and  Mr.  Laws  be  a  committee  to 
wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  inform  him  that  the 
Council  had  met  and  were  ready  to  receive  any  business  he  might 
have  to  lay  before  them, 

The  committee  above  mentioned,  being  returned,  report  that 
they  had  waited  on  his  Excellency  according  to  order,  who  in- 
formed  them  that  he  had  sent  a  message,  witn  sundry  papers,  to 
tlie  House  of  Assembly,  which,  in  due  time,  would  come  before 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Read,  as  one  of  the  deputies  from  this  State  to  the  con- 
vention held  in  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the 
Articles  of  Confederation,  laid  on  the  table  a  printed  copy  irf 
the  plan  of  the  Constitution  for  the  United  States  of  America, 
agreed  to  by  the  said  convention. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EooEM  Die,  P.  M* 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Baning  now  appeared  in  the  Council  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr,  Evans,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv* 
ered  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  tlie  President  and  the  following 
public  letters,  with  their  enclosures,  to  wit:  From  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury  of  the  25th  of  May;  from  the  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Afiairs  of  the  nth  of  October;  and  from  the  Secre> 
tary  of  Congress  of  the  a5th  of  July,  loth  of  August,  3d  ;u)d 
28tli  of  September,  in  which  was  mclosed  the  Federal  Coasittu- 
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tution,  and  of  the  2d  of  October,  1787;  which  were  read.     The 
President's  message  is  in  these  words: 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly : 

The  Secretary  will  communicate  to  you,  for  your  consideration, 
the  following  public  letters,  with  their  enclosures,  which  I  have 
lately  received,  to  wit:  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury, 
of  the  28th  of  May;  from  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  of 
the  nth  of  October;  and  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  of  the 
25th  of  July,  loth  of  August,  3d  and  28th  of  September,  and  2d 
of  October,  1787. 

With  the  above  mentioned  letter  of  the  28th  of  September, 
the  Federal  Constitution,  as  reported  by  the  late  Convention  of 
the  States,  is  now  transmitted  to  you  conformably  to  the  unani- 
mous resolution  of  Congress  thereon,  in  order  to  be  submitted 
to  a  convention  of  Delegates,  to  be  chosen  by  the  people  of  the 
State,  for  their  assent  and  ratification;  and  I  cannot,  upon  the 
present  occasion,  avoid  recommending  it  to  your  attention  as  a 
subject  of  the  most  important  consideration,  involving  in  its 
adoption  not  only  our  prosperity  and  felicity,  but  perhaps  our 
national  existence.  THOMAS  COLLINS. 

Dover,  October  24,  1787. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  October  26th,  1787. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday, 
and  Mr.  Tilton,  who  now  appeared  in  the  House  and  took  his 
seat. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met  agreeable  to  adjournment. 
Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  October  27th,  1787. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

Ordered^  That  the  President's  Message,  with  the  several  papers 
which  accompanied  the  same,  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly by  Mr.  Laws. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  bill  entitled  *  'An  act  for  alter- 
ing the  quorum  of  the  House  of  Assembly,"  which  had  been 
delivered  to  him  by  a  member  of  that  House  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Council. 

The  said  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

By  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

The  said  bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  returned,  by  Mr.  Laws,  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  as  acted  upon  by  Council. 

Mr.  Laws  reported  the  delivery  of  the  above  bill  to  the  House 
of  Assembly. 
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Mr.  Gordon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  altering  the  quorum 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,*'  engrossed,  with  a  resolution  of  that 
House  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to  the  same. 

The  said  bill  being  compared,  ordered  that  the  Speaker  of 
Council  sign  the  same;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

The  resolution  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  the  above  men- 
tioned bill  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered^  That  the  last  mentioned  bill,  and  the  resolution  for 
affixine  the  Great  Seal  to  the  same,  be  returned  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  by  Mr.  Tilton,  as  acted  upon  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Tilton  reported  the  delivery  of  the  same. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  October  29th,  1787. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  who  attended 
on  Saturday  last,  except  Mr.  Cook. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  report  of  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts,  dated  this  day;  also  a  report  of  the  outstanding  taxes, 
reported  June  5th,  1787. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Tuesday,  A,  M.,  October  30th»  1787. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members, 

Mr.  Cook,  having  returned,  now  appeared  in  the  CounciL 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  paper  purporting  to  be  the 
return  of  a  Counsellor  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  for  the  present 
year,  which  was  read,  and  follows  in  these  words,  to  wit: 

Sussex  County.  Delaware  State: 

This  indenture  made  this  fifteenth  day  of  October,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  be* 
tween  Thomas  Laws,  Sub-Sheriff  of  the  County,  of  the  one  pajX 
and  Francis  Wright,  Thomas  Laverty,  William  Peery,  and  Peter 
Marsh,  Inspectors,  and  John  Paynter  and  David  Hall,  gentlemen, 
freeholders  of  the  said  County,  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth, 
that  the  said  Inspectors,  together  with  a  number  of  freeholders  of 
the  said  County,  having  met  at  the  Court  House  in  Le\i'es,  on  the 
first  day  of  Octol^er  instant,  and  continued  by  adjournments 
until  this  day.  did  then  and  there  choose,  elect,  and  nominate 
Simon  Kollock,  gentleman,  to  be  Counsellor  for  the  Caunty 
aforesaid,  pursuant  to  the  Constitution  or  System  of  Govemmem 
of  the  State  of  Delaware. 

In   testimony   whereof  the  said  Sub-Sheriif,  Inspectors,  and 

Freeholders  have  hereunto  signed  their  names  and  affixed  their 
seals  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

THOMAS  LAWS.  5.  ShtHff,  [seal*] 

FRANCIS  WRIGHT.  [seal,] 

THOMAS  LAVERTY.  [seal,] 

SOLOMON  WILLEY.  [seal,} 

WILLIAM  PEERY,  [seau] 

JOSEPH  DAWSON.  [seal.) 

DAVID  HALL.  [seal.] 

PETER  MARSH.  [seal.] 

JOHN  PAYNTER.  [s^au] 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  I  787.  IO69 

On  motion,  ordered, 

That  the  Auditor  be  notified  that  his  annual  report,  of  the  27th 
and  29th  instant,  doth  not  contain  any  general  account  of  debts 
due  to  the  State,  as  expressed  in  the  13th  section  of  the  law 
under  which  he  acts,  and  which  enumerates  the  heads  whereof 
such  general  account  shall  consist,  and  that  he  Rimish  Council 
with  such  general  account  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  order  be  transcribed,  and  that  Mr. 
Polk  wait  on  the  Auditor  and  deliver  the  same. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  above  order  to 
the  Auditor,  and  that  he  was  informed  by  him  that  an  official 
report  would  be  made  to-morrow,  so  far  as  his  books  enabled 
him  to  make  such  report. 

Mr.  Cook  desires  leave  of  absence  until  to-morrow  morning, 
and  the  same  is  granted. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  October  31st,  1787. 
The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 
On  motion,  ordered, 
That  the  Sheriff  and  Sub-Sheriff  of  Sussex  County  be  notified 
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to  attend  the  Council  forthwith,  to  be  examined  touching  the 
election  of  Sussex  County. 

The  Sheriff  and  Sub-Sheriff  attended  accordingly,   and  the 
Council  proceeded  to  the  examination. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment,  and  proceeded  in 
the  examination  of  the  Under  Shenff  of  Sussex  County  concern- 
ing the  election  in  that  County. 

Ordered  that  Mr.  Peery  be  notified  to  attend  the  Council 
forthwith,  to  be  examined  touching  the  late  election  in  Sussex 
County. 

Mr.  Peery  attended  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  November  ist,  1787. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

Mr.  Davis,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  he  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  four  petitions  from  1 2 1  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Sussex  County  against  the  late  election  in  said  County. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  report  of  the  Auditor,  dated 
October  31st,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Council  of  30th 
of  October,  with  two  inclosures,  the  first  containing  a  list  of 
specie  taxes  preceeding  1784,  committed  to  Collectors  of  Hun- 
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dreds.  and  still  outstanding;  the  second  containing  a  list  of  open 
accounts  in  the  public  books,  on  which  balances  appear  to  be  due 
to  the  State.  • 

On  motion,  ordered, 

That  the  Auditor  be  further  notified  that  his  additional  report 
of  yesterday  is  not  sufficiently  explicit  as  to  the  sum  of  the  State 
tax,  outstanding  in  the  hands  of  the  several  persons  in  New  Castle 
and  Kent  Counties,  previous  to  1784,  for  that  the  sums  annexed 
to  each  delinquent's  name  may  comprehend  as  well  County  as 
State  tax,  when  the  delinquency  as  to  State  tax  was  only  neces- 
sary for  legislative  information.  And  also  that  no  specific  state- 
ment is  made  of  the  tax  outstanding  in  Sussex  County,  before 
1784,  showing  who  may  be  delinquents  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  transcribe  the  above 
order  and  wait  on  the  Auditor  with  the  same. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  November  2d,  1787. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  he  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  papers,  to  wit: 
A  bill  entitled  '  'An  act  granting  to  Oliver  Evans,  for  a  term  of 
years,  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  making  and  selling  within 
this  State  the  machines  herein  described,"  with  two  petitions  of 
the  said  Oliver  Evans,    praying  an  exclusive  privilege  of  con- 
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strucring  and  employing  a  steam -carriage  which  he  hath  invent* 
ed,  capable  of  carrying  heavy  burdens,  to  be  propelled  by  the 
agency  of  steanv  and  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere,  without 
the  aid  of  animal  force  ;  a  recommendation  from  sundr>'  persons 
respecting  Evans'  machine,  and  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  on  the  said  petitions;  and  a  resolution  of 
that  House  permittmg  Oliver  Evans  to  bring  in  the  above  men- 
tioned bill;  also  a  petition  from  James  Adams,  with  his  geneml 
account;  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
upon  that  part  of  James  Adams*  petition  which  appeals  from  the 
Auditor*s  report;  and  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
upon  the  appeal  of  James  Adams ;  which  said  papers  were  sever- 
ally read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Read,  for  leave  to  bring  In  a  bill  for  vesting 
the  powers  heretofore  given  to  three  Justices  of  the  Courts  of 
Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  in  the  respective  Counties 
of  this  State  in  a  lesser  number,  the  same  was  granted ;  where- 
upon he  presented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  which 
read* 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  vesting  the  powers  heretofore 
given  to  three  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Orphans'  Courts  in  the  respective  Counties  of  this  State  in  a 
lesser  number,"  was  read  a  second  time  and  deferred  for  further 
consideration* 

The  petitions  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Sussex 
against  the  late  election  in  said  County,  were  read* 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  I787.  I073 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  report  of  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts, of  this  day,  in  compliance  with  the  order  of  Council  of 
yesterday;  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

By  special  order,  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  granting  to  Oliver 
Evans,  for  a  term  of  years,  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  making 
and  selling  within  this  State  the  machines  herein  described,"  was 
read  a  second  time  and  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

Mr.  Laws  desires  leave  of  absence  until  Tuesday  next.  The 
same  is  granted. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  November  3d,  1787. 

The  Council  met.  Present  the  same  members,  except  Mr. 
Laws. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  vesting  the  powers  heretofore 
given  to  three  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Orphans*  Courts  in  the  respective  Counties  of  this  State  in  a 
lesser  number,''  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  transcribed,  and  sent  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

The  Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  contents  of 
the  paper  purporting  to  be  the  return  of  a  Counsellor  for  the 
County  of  Sussex  for  the  present  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tilton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Baning,  that  the 
following  resolution  should  be  adopted  by  the  Council,  to  wit: 

Whereas  the  disturbances  in  Sussex  County,  which  have 
occasioned  the  disputed  election  now  under  the  discussion  of 
this  House,  appear  manifestly  to  flow  from  causes  that  have  sub- 
sisted from  the  beginning  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  and 
through  the  Revolution,  until  this  day,  and  are  now  of  so  serious 
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a  nature  as  to  deserve  the  most  attentive  and  thorough  investiga- 
tion ;  and  whereas  to  decide  on  the  election  upon  the  information 
given  upon  one  side  only,  without  hearing  those  complained  of, 
as  well  as  those  complaining,  must  be  an  ex  parte  procedure 
contrary  to  the  rules  of  justice  and  moderation;  and  whereas 
there  is  also  reason  to  apprehend  that  besides  setting  aside  llic 
election  there  may  be  further  proceedings  of  the  Legislature,  for 
the  purpose  of  disgracing  or  punishing  those  complained  of  by 
the  petitioners,  whereby  they  will  be  condemned  unheard,  and 
may  be  rendered  more  desperate  in  their  conduct,  and  the  dis- 
order of  this  Government  become  more  extended  and  dreadfuJ 
in  their  consequences;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  such  of  the  persons  complained  of  in  the  petJ* 
tions  as  choose  be  permitted  to  attend  and  be  heard  in  their  own 
justification,  and  that  such  person  or  persons  as  can  throw  light 
upon  this  important  subject  be  ordered  to  attend  and  give  their 
evidence ;  that,  after  the  fullest  information  and  the  most  free  and 
open  discussion  of  the  matter,  the  House  may  be  enabled  to  pro- 
ceed in  so  important  a  business  in  such  manner  as  shall  most 
effectually  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 

by  Mr,  Tilton,  they  are  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Baning. 
Nays—Ut.  Read,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  D.  Polk. 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
Whereupon,  on  motion,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  the  said  election  of  a  member  of  this  House, 
in  the  present  year,  for  the  County  of  Sussex^  was  not  freely, 
legally,  and  indifferently  made,  and  it  is  adjudged  by  the  CouncO 
that  Simon  Kollock,  in  the  indenture  of  return  aforesaid,  was  not 

duly  elected. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  above  resolution,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  required  by  Mr,  Tilton,  and  they  are  as  follows: 

Kroj— Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Baning. 

Nay — Mr.  Tilton. 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Adjourned  to  3  o' clocks  P.  M. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  November  5th,  1787. 
The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Tilton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Baning, 
that  he  should  have  leave  to  enter  his  reasons  of  dissent  and 
protest  against  the  resolution  of  Saturday  last  on  the  subject  of 
the  late  election  of  Sussex  County,  and,  after  debate,  a  motion 
was  made  and  seconded  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  said 
motion,  and  to  take  up  the  following,  to  wit:  Whether  such 
reasons  of  dissent  and  protest  on  this  or  on  any  other  occasion 
should  be  admitted  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  this  House, 
as  the  entering  of  the  yeas  and  nays  of  every  member  on  any 
question  taken  in  this  House,  on  the  request  of  any  one  member, 
was  a  standing  rule  thereof?  And  on  the  question,  the  same  was 
postponed  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  morning  be  assigned  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  last  mentioned  motion. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Tuesday,  A*  M.,  November  6th,  1787. 
The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  membere. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Council  proceeded  to 

the  consideration  of  the  motion  of  yesterday  afternoon »  to  wit: 
Whether  such  reasons  of  dissent  and  protest  on  this  or  on  any 
other  occasion  should  be  admitted  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes 
of  this  House,  as  the  entering  of  the  yeas  and  nays  of  every 
member  on  any  question  taken  in  this  House,  on  the  request 
of  any  one  member,  was  a  standing  rule  thereof?  And  on  the 
question ^  the  yeas  and  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Read,  and 
they  are  as  follows: 

Yea— Mr.  Tilton. 

Nays — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr  Polk,  Mr.  Banmg. 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative, 

Mr.  McCall,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  he  returned  to  the  Chair  the  bill  for  vesting  the  powers 
heretofore  given  to  three  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas 
and  Orphans'  Courts  in  the  respective  Counties  of  this  State  in 

a  lesser  number,  concurred  in  by  that  House. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M, 

The  CouncD  met  according  to  adjournment 

Mr.  Laws  appeared  in  the  House  and  took  his  seat 

Mr.  E\^ns,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted,  and  he 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  repeal  an  ad 
entitled  'An  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  Goverament;*  ** 
which  was  read. 
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Ordered  to  lie  oq  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  petitions  from  sundry  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Sussex  County,  against  the  late  election  in  said  County,  be  re- 
turned to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr,  Laws. 

Adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning,  lo  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  November  7th,  1787. 
The  Council  met     Present  the  same  members. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  upon 
that  part  of  James  Adams*  petition  which  appeals  from  the  Au- 
ditor s  report,  and  the  resolution  of  that  House  upon  the  said 
appeali  were  read  a  second  time,  and  the  said  resolution  was 
concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

The  bill  for  g^ranting  to  Oliver  Evans  an  exclusive  right  in 
making  certain  machines,  was  read  the  third  time  by  paragraphs 
and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  several  papers  which 
accompanied  the  same,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly upon  the  appeal  of  James  Adams,  with  the  petition  and 
the  account  of  the  said  James  Adams,  and  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  same,  be  returned 
to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Cook, 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  sign  the  engrossed  bill  entitled 
'*An  act  for  vesting  the  powers  heretofore  given  to  three  Justices 
of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans*  Courts  in  the 
respective  Counties  of  this  State  in  a  lesser  number;'*  which  was 
done  accordingly. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Cook  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  said  engrossed  biO,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  signed  by 
the  Speaker  thereof. 
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The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for 
the  further  securi^  of  the  Government/  "  was  read  a  second 
time  and  deferred  wr  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  November  8th,  1787. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

Mr.  Revell,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted,  and  he  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  certain  resolutions  of  that  House  for  calling 
a  Convention  for  the  purpose  of  ratifying  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  May,  1787, 
for  settling  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and  individual 
States,  was  read. 

Orderedy  that  Messrs.  Read,  Tilton,  and  Laws  be  a  committee 
to  whom  the  said  ordinance  shall  be  referred,  to  report  what  may 
be  necessary  to  be  done  thereon  on  the  part  of  this  State. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  calling  a  Conven- 
tion were  read.     Deferred  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Evans,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted,  and  he  de- 
livered to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House  respecting  their 
intention  to  conclude  the  present  session  on  Saturday  next  by 
adjourning  the  same  to  some  future  day;  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  November  9th,  1787. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  calling  a  Con- 
vention for  the  purpose  of  ratifying  the  Federal  Constitution, 
were  read  a  second  time. 

The  Clerk  of  this  House  laid  on  the  table  four  petitions  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  New  Castle  County,  and  a  petition  from 
the  Grand  Jurors  of  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  held  at 
New  Castle  on  the  5th  of  October,  1787,  in  favor  of  the  Federal 
Constitution;  also  two  petitions  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
said  county  for  a  cession  of  district  to  Congress  for  exclusive 
jurisdiction;  which  said  petitions  were  delivered  to  him  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  said  petitions  were  severally  read.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Sundry  amendments  being  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the 
resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  calling  a  State  Con- 
vention, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  accordinp^  to  adjournment 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cook  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  amendments  offered  by  Council  to  the  .resolutions  for  ailUfig 
a  State  Convention. 

Mr.  Robinson,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted,  and  he 
delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  altering  the 
place  of  election  for  the  County  of  Sussex  for  die  present  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven;"  which  was  read, 
with  two  petitions  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Sussex  County,  on 
which  the  said  bill  is  founded. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  ordered, 

That  a  new  election  be  had  in  the  County  of  Sussex  of  a 
member  for  this  House,  in  the  place  of  Simon  KoUock,  Esq., 
who  was  declared  not  duly  elected  by  the  resolve  of  Saturday 

last,  and  that  the  Speaker  issue  a  writ  accordingly. 

By  special  order,  the  last  mentioned  biU  was  read  a  second 
time  and  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

Mr.  Grantham,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  he 
delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolution  of  that  House: 


On  motion, 


In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Friday,  R  M.,  Nov.  9th.  1787. 


Resolved,  That  Mr,  Grantham  wait  upon  the  Council  and  pro- 
pose to  that  honorable  House  that  botn  Houses  of  the  Genera] 
Assembly  meet,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  to-morrow%  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  bal* 
loted  for  as  Delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Congfress  of 
the  United  States  until  the  hrst  Monday  in  November  next 


JAMES  BOOTH.  Ct k  ^f  Assemily, 


Sent  for  concurrence. 
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The  said  resolution  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Cook  wait  upon  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  return  the  said  resolution,  as  acted  upon  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Cook  reported  the  deKvery  of  the  said  resolution  according 
to  order.  ^ 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  &c. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  November  loth,  1787. 

The  Council  met,  &c. 

Mr.  Vining,  a  member  of  Assembly,  being  admitted,  delivered 
to  the  Chair  the  resolutions  for  calling  a  State  Convention,  with 
the  several  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council  acceded 
to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  which  said  resolutions,  as  amended 
and  agreed  to  by  both  Houses,  are  as  follows: 

In  THE  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 
Friday,  P.  M.,  November  9th,  1787. 

Whereas  the  Convention  of  Deputies  from  the  United  States, 
lately  assembled  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  have  proposed  a 
Constitution  for  the  said  States,  to  be  submitted  to  a  Convention 
of  Delegates  chosen  in  each  State  by  the  people  thereof,  under 
the  recommendation  of  its  Legislature,  for  their  assent  and  ratifi- 
cation; and  that  each  Convention  assenting  to,  and  ratifying  the 
same,  should  give  notice  thereof  to  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled; 

And  whereas  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have 
unanimously  resolved  that  the  said  Constitution,  with  the  resolu- 
tions and  letter  accompanving  the  same,  be  transmitted  to  the 
several  Legislatures,  in  orcler  to  be  submitted  to  a  Convention  of 
Delegates  chosen  in  each  State  by  the  people  thereof,  in  conform- 
ity to  the  resolves  of  the  Convention  made  and  provided  in  that 
case; 
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And  whereas  it  is  the  sense  and  desire  of  great  numbers  of 
the  good  people  of  this  State,  signified  in  petitions  to  this  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  that  speedy  measures  should  be  adopted  to 
assemble  a  Convention  within  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  deli- 
berating and  determining  on  the  said  Constitution; 

/^solved,  1,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the 
freemen  and  inhabitants  of  this  State,  who  are  qualified  by  law 
to  vote  for  Representatives  to  the  General  Assembly »  that  they 
choose  suitable  persons  to  serve  as  Delegates  in  a  State  Conven- 
tion for  the  purpose  herein  before  mentioned,  that  is,  for  the 
Uiree  Counties  the  same  number  of  Delegates  that  each  is  entit- 
led to  of  Representatives  in  the  General  Assembly,  to  wit:  ten 
for  the  County  of  New  Castle;  ten  for  the  County  of  Kent;  and 
ten  for  the  County  of  Sussex. 

2.  That  the  elections  for  Delegates  aforesaid,  in  the  respective 
Counties  of  this  State,  be  held  on  Monday  the  26th  day  of  thts 
instant  November,  at  the  same  places  where  the  general  elections 
for  Representatives  to  the  General  Assembly  are  or  may  be  by 
law  appointed  to  be  held ;  and  that  the  same  be  conducted  by  the 
officers  who  conduct  the  said  election  of  Representatives,  and 
agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  thereof ;  and  that  the  per- 
sons so  elected  to  serve  in  Convention,  meet  at  the  Town  of 
Dover  on  the  Monday  following. 

3.  That  the  Delegates  who  attend  the  said  Convention  be 
entitled  to  the  same  allowance  per  diem  as  Representatives  to  the 
General  Assembly  are  entitled  to  receive  for  their  attendance; 
which  said  allowance  shall  be  paid  by  the  State  Treasurer,  upon 
receiving  an  order  for  the  same,  signed  by  the  President  of  this 
State. 

4.  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  transmit  to  the 
Convention  aforesaid,  when  met,  an  authentic  copy  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution  aforesaid. 

5.  That  the  proposition  submitted  to  the  General  ^  v, 
by  petition  from  divers  of  the  freemen  resident  in  the  u^^  tit 
of  this  State,  of  ceding  to  the  United  States  a  district  within  the 
State  for  the  Seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  the  exclusive  legislation  of  Congress,  be  and  hereby  is  re- 
commended to  the  particular  consideration  of  the  Convention* 

6.  That  for  the  information  of  the  citizens  of  this  State  the 
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Clerk  of  this  House  cause  the  aforesaid  resolutions  to  be  publish- 
ed in  the  Delaware  Gazette,  and  procure  one  hundred  copies  to 
be  printed,  and  transmitted  to  the  Sheriffs  of  the  several  Coun- 
ties, to  be  by  them  fixed  up  at  the  most  public  places  in  their 
Counties  respectively. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

JEHU  DAVIS,  Speaker, 
Sent  for  concurrence. 

In  Council,  Saturday,  A.  M.,  November  loth,  1787,  read  and 
concurred  in. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Council, 

THOMAS  Mcdonough,  speaker. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  altering  the  place  of  election  for 
the  County  of  Sussex  for  the  present  year,  1787,''  was  read  the 
third  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed  tne  House. 

On  the  question  being  put  on  the  said  bill,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  required  by  Mr.  Tilton,  and  they  are  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Polk,  Mr.  Laws,  Mr.  Baning. 

Nay — Mr.  Tilton. 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  petition  which  accompa- 
nied the  same,  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  for  calling  a  State  Convention, 
with  the  several  petitions  in  favor  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
and  the  petitions  for  the  cession  of  a  district  to  Congress  for  ex- 
clusive legislation,  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  ordinance  of  Con- 
gress, of  the  7th  of  May  last,  for  settling  the  accounts  between 
3ie  United  States  and  individual  States,  to  report  what  might  be 
necessary  to  be  done  thereon  on  the  part  of  this  State,  now  made 
their  report;  which  was  read. 
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The  said  report  was  read  a  second  time  and  agreed  to,  as 

follows: 

Whereas  Eleazar  McComb,  Esq.,  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
for  this  State,  on  the  24th  June,  1786,  was  elected  by  the  General 
Assembly  the  Commissioner  to  complete  a  settlement  of  the  ac* 
counts  of  this  State  with  the  United  States;  and  some  doubts 
have  been  made  by  Mr.  McComb,  whether  the  said  appointmenl 
continues,  so  as  to  authorize  him  to  proceed  in  the  said  business 
with  the  Commissioner,  or  his  deputy,  appointed  under  the  or- 
dinance of  Congress,  of  the  7  th  May  last,  lor  settling  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  individual  States  for  the  district 
of  which  this  State  forms  a  part;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assembly,  that 
the  appointment  made  of  the  said  Eleazar  McComb  as  aforesaid 
doth  still  continue;  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
use  all  due  diligence  in  collecting  and  stating  such  accounts 
of  this  State  as  come  within  the  description  of  the  accounts  and 
claims  of  individual  States  against  the  United  States,  as  enumer- 
ated  in  the  ordinance  aforesaid;  and  to  procure  sufficient  or  the 
best  attainable  vouchers  to  support  the  accounts  and  claims  of 
this  State  against  the  United  States;  and  for  this  end  he  is 
hereby  im powered  to  call  for  books  and  papers  relating  to  the 
same,  which  have  come  to  the  hands  or  possession  of  any  person 
in  public  office  or  appointment,  or  after  into  the  possession  of 
others  by  means  thereof,  giving  descriptive  acknowledgmeats 
thereof  to  the  person  from  whom  they  may  be  received;  and 
finally  to  transact  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  District  all  the 
necessary  business  relative  to  this  important  object, 

2.  That  in  case  of  the  death,  inability,  or  refusal  to  act,  of  tiie 
said  Eleazar  McComb,  as  State  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  General  Assembly  that  his  Excellency  the 
President,  in  their  recess,  appoint  some  other  suitable  person  to 
act  as  State  Commissioner  in  the  business  aforesaid. 

3,  That  Mr.  McComb,  as  Auditor  of  this  State,  do  forthwith 
call  to  account  all  persons  who  have  been  in  any  wa)^  intrusted 
with  any  public  monies  belonging  to  the  State,  or  wherewitl^  the 
State  may  be  chargeable,  or  who  may  have  been  appointed  or 
employed  on  behalf  of  the  State,  or  any  part  thereof,  m  collecting 
or  receiving  of  supplies  intended  for  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  Auditor,  in  his  character  of  State  Commissioner  as  albre* 
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said,  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  make  the  exhibits  on  the  part 
of  this  State  against  the  United  States,  within  the  time  limited 
by  the  ordinance  of  Congress  aforesaid;  and  in  case  of  refusal 
or  neglect  so  to  account,  that  the  Auditor,  without  delay,*  there- 
after cause  process  to  be  issued  against  every  such  delinquent,  as 
in  and  by  the  act  for  the  auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of 
this  State  it  is  prescribed. 

4.  That  Mr.  McComb  ought  to  have  an  allowance  adequate  to 
his  services  as  State  Commissioner,  and  that  this  General  As* 
sembly,  at  their  future  meeting,  will  make  provision  therefor;  or 
in  case  of  other  appointment  as  aforesaid  in  like  manner  for  such 
appointee. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolutions  be  transcribed  and  sent  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  alter 
and  supply  certain  parts  of  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  raising 
;^io,50o  for  the  service  of  the  year  1787,'  and  to  repeal  an  act 
for  appropriating  the  sum  of  ;^  10, 500,  and  for  other  appropria- 
tion thereof,  and  other  purposes,*  **  with  a  petition  and  three 
memorials  from  sundry  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Castle  County, 
praying  a  repeal  of  the  appropriation  act ;  which  said  papers  were 
delivered  to  him  by  a  member  of  Assembly  after  the  adjournment 
of  Council;  which  said  bill  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Whereas  it  appears  by  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  of  the  27th  of  January  last,  on  page  28  of 
the  printed  minutes,  that  large  sums  have  been  advanced  by  this 
State  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  amounting  to  more  than 
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ten  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  which  this  State  ought  to 
have  had  a  credit  for  with  the  United  States,  on  former  specie 
requisitions  of  Congress,  and  to  which  sum  further  addtttODS,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Auditor,  may  now  be  made;  and  as  great  de- 
lay hath  happened  with  respect  to  the  obtaining  those  credits;  it 
is  therefore 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  his  Excellenc>'  the  Pre- 
sident that  he  take  effectual  order  to  have  the  business  aforesaid 
performed  as  soon  as  reasonably  may  be,  and  that  he  appoint 
some  suitable  person  to  collect  all  vouchers  relative  to»  or  neces- 
sary for,  the  same;  and  to  personally  solicit  such  a  credit  at  the 
Board  of  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  or  other  public  office 
connected  therewith,  at  the  expense  of  the  State;  and  for  this 
end  the  President  may  draw  his  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  for 
such  sum,  in  advance,  for  this  service,  i\s  he  may  judge  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution  be  transcribed,  and  sent  to 

the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  concurrence. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Council  and  the  House 
of  Assembly  met,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  proceeded  to 
the  nomination  of  persons  as  Delegates  to  represent  this  State  in 
Congress. 

But  it  was  previously 

Resolved,  That  three  persons  be  elected  as  Delegates  irom  this 
State  to  Congress,  &c. 

The  following  persons  were  then  put  in  nomination »  to  wit : 
Major  John  Patten,  Isaac  Grantham,  Esq.,  Dyre  Kearny,  Esq*, 
Nathaniel  Mitchell,  Esq.,  and  Thomas  Rodney,  Esq* 

Then  the  t\*^o  Houses  separated  for  the  space  of  fifteen  minutes. 

The  Council  and  the  House  of  Assembly  now  met,  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  and  proceeded,  by  joint  ballot,  to  the  election 
of  Delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  America  until  the  first  Monday  in  November  next,  and 
the  ballots  being  taken  '^nd  examined,  Dyre  Kearny.  Nathaniel 
Mitchell,  and  Thomas  Rodney,  Esquires,  were  declared  to  be 
duly  elected. 

Then  the  two  Houses  separated. 
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By  special  order,  the  bill  to  alter  and  supply  certain  parts  of 
the  act  for  raising  ten  thousand  five  hundrexl  pounds,  &c.,  was 
read  a  second  time. 

The  said  bill  was  read  the  third  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed 
the  House. 

On  the  question  for  passing  the  same  being  put,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Tilton,  and  they  are  as  follows: 

Veas— Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Laws,  Mr.  Polk. 

Nays — Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Baning. 

So  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Raymond,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  he 
returned  the  resolutions  of  Council  continuing  the  powers  of 
Eleazer  McComb,  Esq.,  as  State  Commissioner,  and  the  resolu- 
tion for  the  President  to  appoint  some  suitable  person  to  collect 
vouchers,  &c.,  both  concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  make  out  two  copies 
of  the  first  resolutions,  one  to  be  delivered  to  the  President,  and 
the  other  to  the  Auditor;  also  one  copy  of  the  last  mentioned 
resolution  for  the  President. 

Then  the  Council  allowed  the  followinpf  accounts  for  the  attend- 
ance of  the  members  and  for  public  service  rendered  to  the  State: 

To  the  Hon.  Thomas  McDonough,  Esq.,  Speaker, 

for  21  days*  attendance  and  for  mileage,  .    .    .  j^    19  18  o 

To  George  Read,  Elsq.,  for  19  do.  do., 12  18  o 

To  James  Tilton,  Esq.,  for  17  do 10  4  o 

To  John  Baning,  Elsq.,  for  18  do., 10  16  o 

To  John  Cook,  Elsq.,  for  20  do.  do., 12  80 

To  Daniel  Polk,  Elsq.,  for  21  do.  do., 13  18  o 

To  Alexander  Laws,  Elsq.,  for  21  do.  do.,  ....  13  14  8 

To  James  Sykes,  Esq.,  Clerk,  for  23  do.,    ...    .  14  7  6 
To  James  Sykes,  Elsq.,  for  transcribing  the  minutes, 

&c.,  &c., 37  14  4>^ 

To  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Battell,  for  the  use  of  a  room, 

&c 13  10  o 

To  Benjamin  Crooks,  Sergeant-at-  Arms,    ....  8  17  o 
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Resolved,  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer,  and 
sic^ned   by  the  Speaker,  for  the  payment  of  the  several  sums 

aforesaid. 

Whereupon  orders  were  drawn  and  signed  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  transcribe  the  Minutes 
of  the  Council  of  the  session  of  August  last,  and  of  the  present 
session,  November,  and  that  Messrs.  Tilton  and  Cook  revise  the 
said  transcribed  minutes  and  superintend  the  printin/^  of  two 

hundred  copies  of  the  same. 

Mr.  McCall,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending^  was  admitted, 
and  he  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that  House  for  affix- 
ing the  Great  Seal  to  the  several  laws  passed  this  session  of  the 
General  Assembly;  which  was  read,  and  follows  in  these  words: 


In  the  House  of  Assembly,  Nov.  loth  17S7, 


On  motion, 


Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  aflix  the 
Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  laws: 

1,  **An  act  for  vesting  the  powers  heretofore  given  to  three 
Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  in 
tlie  respective  Counties  of  this  State  in  a  less  number;" 

2,  **An  act  ^nting  to  Oliver  Evans,  for  a  term  of  years,  the 
sole  and  exclusive  right  of  making  and  selling  within  this  Stale 

the  machines  herein  described;'* 

3,  "An  act  for  altering  the  place  of  election  for  the  County  of 
Sussex  for  the  present  year,  1787;** 

4,  **An  act  to  alter  and  supply  certain  parts  of  an  act  entitled 
*An  act  for  raising  / 10, 500  for  tne  service  of  the  year  1787/  and 
to  repeal  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  appropriatmg  the  sum  of 
jf  10,500/  and  for  other  appropriation  thereof,  and  other  pur- 
poses/ '* 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  CVkc/Assembfy 

Resolved,  That  tbb  House  concur  in  the  said  resolution. 
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The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  bills  above 
mentioned  engrossed,  in  order  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Ordered^  That  the  Speaker  sign  the  aforesaid  engrossed  bills; 
which  was  done  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bills,  with  the  resolution  for  affixing 
the  Great  Seal,  as  concurred  in  by  this  House,  be  returned  to  the 
House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Laws; 

Who  reported,  &c. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  time  and  place  specified  in  the 
act,  passed  this  present  session,  for  altering  the  place  of  election 
for  the  County  of  Sussex  for  the  present  year,  be  inserted  in  the 
writ  ordered  on  Friday  last  for  a  new  election  in  that  county. 

The  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Assembly  delivered  to  the  Council 
a  written  notice,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, that  the  House  of  Assembly  had  this  day  adjourned  to  Mon- 
day, the  seventh  day  of  January  next. 

The  Council  then  adjourned  to  the  same  day. 
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MEMBERS'   NAMES. 


FOR  NEW  CASTLE  COUNTY : 
George  Read,   Nicholas  Vandyke,    Thomas  McDonough. 

FOR  KENT  COUNTY : 
James  Tilton,  John  Baning,  John  Cook. 

FOR  SUSSEX  COUNTY : 
Daniel  Polk,  Alexander  Laws,  Isaac  Horsey. 


VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  JANUARY,  1788. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  by  adjournment,  at  Dover,  Janu- 
ary 7lh,  1788,  a  sufficient  number  of  the  members  not  having  met 
to  form  a  quorum,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Friday, 
the  1 8th  of  the  same  month,  when  there  appeared  as  follows: 

For  New  Castle  Caunfy — Thomas  McDonough,  Esq.,  Speaker, 
George  Read. 

For  Kent  County — ^James  Tilton.  John  Baning,  Jno.  Cook. 

For  Sussex  County— Dzxnt]  Polk,  Alexander  Laws. 

It  appears  by  the  returns  of  the  officers  of  the  County  of 
Sussex,  appointed  by  law  to  be  Judges  of  Elections,  that  on  the 
26tli  of  November  last,  at  the  house  of  Rob.  Griffith,  at  Deep 
Creek  Furnace,  usually  called  Vaughn* s  Furnace,  in  Nanticoke 
Hundred,  that  Isaac  Horsey,  of  the  said  county,  was  chosen  to 
represent  the  said  county  as  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Delaware  State  for  three  years  next  ensuing  the  said  elec* 
tlon. 

James  Sykes,  Esquire,  Clerk  of  this  House,  having  resigned, 
the  House  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Clerk,  when  John  Ed- 
munds Clayton  was  unanimously  chosen  ;  who  then  took  the 
oath  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  and  subscribed  the  declara- 
tion of  faith  therein  required,  and  also  took  and  subscribed  the 
oath  of  office.     [See  note  on  page  //.] 
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Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  petition,  signed  by  a  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Sussex  County,  delivered  him  by  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  complaining  of  an  undue  election  at 
the  time  aforesaid,  together  with  a  list  of  witnesses  for  the  peti- 
doners,  and  praying  that  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the  truth 
of  the  facts  stated  therein,  and  that  they  might  be  heard  by 
Council. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  same  be  read;  which  was  done 

accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M- 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M» 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members,  except  Mr.  Tiltoo, 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  letter  from  James  Adams,  of 
Wilmingtont  printer,  of  the  10th  instant,  praying  the  House  that 
they  would  favor  him  with  the  printing  of  the  business  of  iheir 
House,  and  containing  an  account  for  printing  200  copies  of  the 
votes  and  proceedings  of  their  House  from  a  session  in  October, 
1783,  to  their  session  in  May,  1787,  both  included,  making  fifty- 
five  sheets,  at  28s.  a  sheet,  and  for  conveying  the  Kent  and 
Sussex  numbers  of  those  copies  to  Dover 

The  same  were  read  and  referred  to  the  Auditor. 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  petition  from  Sussex  County, 
complaining  of  an  undue  election,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Whereupon  it  is  ordered, 

That  it  be  notified  to  such  of  the  petitioners  as  may  be  in  the 
Town  of  Dover,  that  the  Council  will  be  ready,  to-morrow,  At 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  go  into  an  inquiry  of  the  tKtJi 
set  forth  in  their  petition  complaining  of  an  undue  election  in 
Sussex  County*  on  the  26th  of  November  last,  for  a  member  o( 
this  House,  and  that  they  may  be  heard  by  one  gentleman  of  the 
law,  as  their  counsel,  on  this  business. 
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Ordered  also, 

That  Peter  Fretwell  Wright,  High  Sheriff  of  Sussex  County, 
and  now  in  attendance  in  the  Town  of  Dover  under  the  order  of 
the  House  of  Assembly,  be  notified  to  attend  the  Council  at  the 
time  aforesaid,  for  examination  respecting  the  said  election,  and 
that  the  foregoing  orders  be  transcribed  by  the  Clerk,  to  wit: 
two  copies,  one  to  be  served  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  on  such 
of  the  petitioners  aforesaid  as  may  be  in  Dover,  returning  the 
names  of  the  persons  served  therewith  to  this  House  at  the  time 
aforesaid,  and  the  other  on  the  High  Sheriff  aforesaid. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  January  19th,  1788. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  doors  of  this  House  be  set  open 
during  the  inquiry  into  the  validity  of  the  Sussex  election. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  reported  that  he  had  notified,  agreeable 
to  the  orders  of  yesterday,  Peter  F.  Wright,  the  Hi^h  Sheriff  of 
Sussex  County,  and  such  of  the  petitioners  as  were  m  tihe  Town 
of  Dover,  viz:  William  Clayton  Mitchell,  Simon  Kollock,  Isaac 
Atkinson,  Nathaniel  Waples,  William  Peery,  and  David  Hall. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
It.     Present  the  san 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  Sheriff  of  Sussex  County  be 


Council   met  according  to  adjournment.     Present  the  same 
members,  and  Mr.  Tilton. 
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again  notified  to  attend  this  House  to  be  examined  concerEiing 
the  Sussex  election,  who  appeared  in  the  House. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  petition  from  Sussex  Co«nt>-, 
complaining  of  an  undue  election,  be  read  by  the  Clerk  to  him; 
which  was  done  accordingly. 

Council  then  went  into  the  examination  of  Peter  F.  Wright, 
Sheriff  of  Sussex  County,  concerning  the  late  election,  and  after 
some  time,  on  motion*  he  obtained  leave  to  withdraw. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  January  21st,  1788,  A,  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment 

The  Doorkeeper  informed  the  Speaker  that  Joseph  Miller, 
Esq,,  as  Counsel  for  the  petitioners  complaining  of  the  undue 
election,  then  was  in  waiting  and  desired  to  be  admitted  before 
the  Council 

Whereupon  he  was  admitted,  and  made  his  apology  for  not 
attending  sooner  upon  the  business  aforesaid.  And  he  informed 
the  House  that  such  of  the  petitioners  as  had  been  attendant  on 
the  like  complaint  made  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  also  the 
witnesses  produced  to  and  examined  by  the  House  of  Assembly, 
were  gone  to  their  respective  places  of  residence;  that  the  escamt* 
nations  had  before  the  House  of  Assembly,  as  well  of  the  witnesses 
in  the  petitioners  list  as  others,  were  l>efore  the  House  of  Assem* 
bly  on  oath  and  reduced  to  writing  there,  and  probably  did  coo- 
tam  sufficient  information  for  the  Council  to  proceed  into  the 
inquiry  of  the  lacts  alleged  by  the  petitioners  in  their  complaini, 
and  that,  as  their  counsel,  he  prayed  that  the  depositions  so  taken  < 
might  be  admitted  in  evidence  before  this  House. 

And  then  the  House  took  into  consideration  the  proposadcMi 
made  by  Mr.  Miller  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  Mr  Horsey, 
the  returned   member  for  Sussex  County   being  present,  uid 
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thereupon  recommended  it  to  Mr.  Miller  to  reduce  his  proposi- 
tion in  writing,  and  present  the  same  at  the  meeting  of  the  House 
in  the  afternoon,  when  it  was  also  recommended  to  the  returned 
member  to  declare  his  sense  thereof  in  writing. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment 

Mr.  Miller,  counsel  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  presented  to 
the  Chair  the  following  petition,  viz: 

To  the  honorable  the  LegislaMve  Council  of  the  Delaware  State  : 

The  subscriber  respectfully  represents,  that  as  the  witnesses 
summoned  by  the  honorable  Assembly  to  give  evidence  on  the 
controverted  election  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  agreeably  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  now  before  the  honorable  Leeislative  Coun- 
cil, have  returned  home,  and  as  the  testimony  of  diose  witnesses 
has  been  taken  in  writing  by  the  other  honorable  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  the  subscriber,  m  order  to  avoid  expense  and  delay, 
prays,  on  behalf  of  the  petitioners,  whom  he  represents  as  their 
counsel,  that  the  depositions  of  the  said  witnesses,  as  taken  by 
the  honorable  Assembly,  may  be  received  by  your  honorable 
House  as  legal  evidence  concerning  the  election  now  in  dispute. 

JOSEPH  MILLER, 
Dover,  21st  Jan.,  1788.  Counsel  for  the  petitioners, 

Mr.  Isaac  Horsey,  the  returned  member  for  Sussex  County, 
also  presented  to  the  Chair  the  following  declaration,  viz: 

I,  Isaac  Horsey,  a  returned  member  for  the  County  of  Sussex 
to  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Delaware  State,  chosen  and 
elected  on  the  26th  of  Nov.  last,  which  election  is  now  contro- 
verted, do,  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  determination  of  the 
legality  of  the  said  election,  hereby  agree  that  the  depositions 
lately  taken  before  the  honorable  House  of  Assembly  of  this 
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State«  touching  the  legality  of  the  said  election^  may  be  read  and 
taken  as  evidence  in  this  House  so  far  forth  as  may  tend  to  prove 
either  the  legality  or  illegality  of  said  election. 

Witness  my  hand  this  2ist  day  of  January,  Anna  Domini, 
1788.  ISAAC  HORSEY. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  this  House,  agreeable  to  the  above  prayer  of 
Mr.  Miller,  counsel  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  and  the  decla- 
ration of  Isaac  Horsey,  returned  member,  will  receive  the  depo- 
sitions of  the  said  witnesses,  as  taken  by  the  House  of  Assembly, 
in  evidence  as  to  the  election  now  in  dispute. 

It  was  then  represented  by  Mr.  Miller,  counsel  on  the  port  of 
the  petitioners,  that  the  House  of  Assembly,  not  having  yet  acted 
upon  the  testimony  contained  in  the  depositions  taken  before 
them  on  the  contested  election  for  Sussex  County,  he  could  nat> 
as  yet»  mth  propriety,  apply  to  that  House  for  a  transmission  of 
those  depositions  to  Council,  but  that  he  was  informed  the  busi* 
ness  of  considering  and  deciding  thereon  would  be  speedily  taken 
up  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  that  he  should  immediately 
after  make  the  application  for  such  transmissioa. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  January  226,  1788. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment.  Present  the  same 
members,  except  Mr.  Cook. 

Mr,  Speaker  laid  upon  the  table  a  message  from  the  President 
to  the  General  Assembly,  delivered  to  him  by  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  accompanied  with  letters  and  papers  thereifi 
referred  to;  which  said  message  was  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly : 

Since  my  last  message  to  you  the  following  dispatches  have 
come  to  my  hand: 
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A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  of  the  i8th  of  October 
last,  with  its  inclosures ;  another  from  the  Board  of  Treasury, 
circular,  of  the  8th  of  November,  with  its  inclosures ;  and  two 
others  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  one  of  November  14,  the 
other,  of  December  27,  with  their  inclosures.  All  of  which  I 
have  requested  your  Clerk  to  lay  before  your  honors,  for  your 
consideration.  THOMAS  COLLINS. 

January  21,  1788. 

All  which  letters  and  papers  were  read,  except  the  letter  from 
the  Board  of  Treasury  **Cfircular,*'  of  the  8th  of  November  last, 
with  its  inclosures,  which  do  not  appear  among  the  said  letters 
and  papers  referred  to  in  the  said  message. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  January  23,  1788. 

Council  met     Present  the  same  members. 

Mr.  Evans,  a  member  of  Assembly,  attending,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  petitions  from  Sussex  County, 
signed  by  four  hundred  and  five  petitioners,  complaininc;  of  an 
undue  election  in  said  county,  and  the  depositions  of  Sie  wit- 
nesses examined  and  taken,  in  writing,  by  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, together  with  the  list  of  voters  and  polls,  or  tallies, 
concerning  the  same,  for  the  consideration  of  this  House. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Mr.  Vandyke  appeared  in  the  House  and  took  his  acat. 

On  motion,  ordered, 

That  a  verbal  message  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  rep- 
resenting that  the  Council  are  informed  that  the  declaration  of 
Rhoads  Shankland,  Esq.,  a  returned  member  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  at  the  late  contested  election  for  Sussex  County,  was 
received  in  that  House,  of  a  fact  stated  in  the  petition  against  the 
said  election,  to  wit:  *'  That  the  said  Rhoads  Shankland  was 
seen,  on  the  Sunday  preceding  the  said  election,  at  the  head  of  a 
party,  armed  with  muskets,  going  toward  the  place  of  election;'* 
and  the  same  declaration  not  appearing  among  the  written  testi* 
mony  laid  before  the  Council  respecting  the  said  election,  and 
requesting  that  the  honorable  House  of  Assembly  will  have  that 
declaration  reduced  to  writing  and  transmit  the  same  to  this 
House  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be.  ^ 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  A,  M.,  January  24,  ijHB, 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment.     Absent,  Mr.  Tilton. 

Mr.  Vining,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  message^ 
viz: 

A  Message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  Lcgisui- 
TivE  Council. 

G€f%ii€fll€H  ' 

The  House  of  Assembly  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Legisladv'e 
Council   that   the   declaration   of  Rhoads  Shankland,    Esquii^ 
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•  amounted  in  substance  to  the  following  information,  viz:  "That 
the  said  Rhoads  Shankland,  as  the  distance  from  his  house  to  the 
place  of  holding  the  late  election  was  considerable,  went  part  of 
the  way  on  Sunday  evening,  on  which  evening  he  was  overtaken 
by  three  men  armed  with  muskets,  with  whom  he  rode  some  dis- 
tance, after  which  they  separated." 

The  House  now  went  into  the  consideration  of  the  petition 
from  Sussex  Countv  respecting  the  contested  election,  and  after 
some  time  spent  tnerein,  on  motion,  the  same  was  postponed 
until  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment,  and,  agreeable  to 
order,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  petitions  from  Sussesi 
County,  together  with  the  testimony  transmitted  from  the  House 
of  Assembly  respecting  the  same. 

On  motion,  "Shall  Council  postpone  the  business  of  the  Sussex 
election  until  to-morrow  mommg?"     Passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  that  the  petition  from  Sussex  County,  complaining 
of  an  undue  election  there,  on  the  26th  of  November  last,  of  a 
member  to  represent  that  county  in  this  House,  be  dismissed, 
and  that  the  return  made  of  the  election  of  Isaac  Horsev  as  a 
member  of  this  House,  to  represent  that  county,  be  confirmed; 
and  thereupon 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  said  petition  be  dismissed, 
and  that  the  said  return  be  confirmed. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  January  25th,  1788. 
Council  met  according  to  adjournment.     Absent,  Mr.  Baning. 

Isaac  Horsey,  the  returned  member  for  Sussex  County,  now 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  subscribed  the  declaration  of 
&ith  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  article  of  the  Constitution 
of  this  State.     {_See  note  an  page  /o.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Read,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  repealing  all  such  acts  or  parts  of  acts  as  are 
repugnant  to  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and 
his  Britannic  Majesty, 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  the  said  bill  were  Mr. 
Read,  Mr.  Vandyke,  and  Mr.  Horsey. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the 
President's  Message  of  the  21st  of  January,  together  with  the 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  of  the  i8th  of  October, 
and  its  inclosures,  and  one  set  of  the  letters  and  resolutions  from 
the  President  of  Virginia,  of  the  14th  of  November,  and  the  letter 
of  the  27th  of  December,  with  one  copy  of  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  that  State  therein  inclosed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  repealing  all 
such  acts  or  parts  of  acts  as  are  repugnant  to  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  the  United  States  and  his  Britannic  Majesty,  now  pre- 
sented a  draught  thereof  on  the  table;  which,  by  order,  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  bill  entitled  *  *  An  act  for  incor- 
porating the  Physicians  of  this  State,"  which  had  been  delivered 
to  him  oy  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly.  The  said  bill 
was  read. 
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Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  repealing  all  such  acts  or  parts  of  acts  as  are  re- 
pu^aot  to  the  treaty  of  peace  betu'een  the  United  States  and  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  was,  by  special  order,  read  a  second  time. 

The  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Horsey  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  aforesaid  bill,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  agreeable 
to  order. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  January  26th,  1788. 

Council  met  agreeable  to  adjournment.  Mr.  Baning  now  ap- 
peared in  the  House. 

Mr.  Massey,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  memorial  of  Joshua 
Clayton »  Esquire,  together  with  a  report  of  a  committee  of  that 
House  respecting  the  same;  which,  upon  motion,  were  read  the 
first  dme. 

The  bill  empowering  the  Board  established  by  Congress  to 
liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  between  the  United  Statas  and 
individual  States,  having  been  read  in  Council  the  2d  of  Febru- 
ary, 1787,  was  now  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion,  that  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three 
to  report  thereon,  the  members  appointed  were  Mr,  Vandyke, 
Mr  Read,  and  Mr,  Baning. 

Council  now  went  into  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  act  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  Govern- 
ment," which  was  read  the  first  time  in  Council  on  the  6th  of 
November  last,  and  the  same  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  January  25th,  1788. 
Council  met  according  to  adjournment.     Absent,  Mr.  Baning. 

Isaac  Horsey,  the  returned  member  for  Sussex  County,  now 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  subscribed  the  declaration  of 
&ith  prescribed  by  the  twenty -second  article  of  the  Constitution 
of  this  State.     [&^  note  on  page  /o.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Read,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  repealing  all  such  acts  or  parts  of  acts  as  are 
repugnant  to  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and 
hb  Britannic  Majesty, 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  the  said  bill  were  Mr. 
Read,  Mr.  Vandyke,  and  Mr.  Horsey. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the 
President's  Message  of  the  21st  of  January,  together  with  the 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  of  the  iSth  of  October, 
and  its  inclosures,  and  one  set  of  the  letters  and  resolutions  from 
the  President  of  Virginia,  of  the  14th  of  November,  and  the  letter 
of  the  27th  of  December,  with  one  copy  of  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  that  State  therein  inclosed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  repealing  all 
such  acts  or  parts  of  acts  as  are  repugnant  to  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  the  United  States  and  his  Britannic  Majesty,  now  pre- 
sented a  draught  thereof  on  the  table;  which,  by  order,  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  incor- 
porating the  Physicians  of  this  State,'*  which  had  been  delivered 
to  him  oy  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly.  The  said  bill 
was  read. 
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Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  repealing  all  such  acts  or  parts  of  acts  as  are  re- 
pognant  to  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  was»  by  special  order,  read  a  second  time. 

The  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Horsey  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  aforesaid  bill,  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence; 

Who,  being  returned,  reported  the  delivery  thereof  agreeable 
to  order. 


Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  January  26th,  1788. 

Council  met  agreeable  to  adjournment  Mr,  Baning  now  ap- 
peared in  the  House. 

Mr.  Massey,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admittecf  and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  memorial  of  Joshua 
Clayton,  Esquire,  together  with  a  report  of  a  committee  of  that 
House  respecting  the  same;  which »  upon  motion,  were  read  the 
first  time. 

The  bill  empowering  the  Board  established  by  Congress  to 
liquidate  and  settle  the  accounts  between  the  United  States  and 
individual  States,  having  been  read  in  Council  the  2d  of  Febru- 
ary, 1787,  was  now  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion,  that  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three 
to  report  thereon,  the  members  appointed  were  Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  Read,  and  Mr,  Baning, 

Council  now  went  into  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  act  entitled  **An  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  Govern- 
ment,** which  was  read  the  first  time  in  Council  on  the  6th  of 
November  last,  and  the  same  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  January  25th.  1788. 
Council  met  according  to  adjournmenL     Absent,  Mr.  Baning. 

Isaac  Horsey,  the  returned  member  for  Sussex  County,  now 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  subscribed  the  declaration  of 
&ith  prescribed  by  the  twenty -second  article  of  the  Constitution 
of  this  State.     \_See  note  an  page  /o.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Read,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  repealing  all  such  acts  or  parts  of  acts  as  aj^ 
repugnant  to  the  treaty  of  peace  between  tlie  United  States  and 

his  Britannic  Majesty, 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  the  said  bill  were  Mr* 
Read,  Mr,  Vandyke,  and  Mr.  Horsey. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  return  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the 
President's  Message  of  the  21st  of  January,  together  with  the 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  of  the  i8th  of  October, 
and  its  inclosures,  and  one  set  of  the  letters  and  resolutions  from 
the  President  of  Virginia,  of  the  14th  of  November,  and  the  letter 
of  the  27th  of  December,  with  one  copy  of  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  that  State  therein  inclosed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  repealing  aU 
such  acts  or  parts  of  acts  as  are  repugnant  to  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  the  United  States  and  his  Britannic  Majesty,  now  pre- 
sented a  draught  thereof  on  the  table;  which,  by  order,  was  read. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock- 


EoDEM  Die,  P,  M. 


Council  met  according  to  adjournment* 


The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  iaeor- 
porating  the  Physicians  of  this  State,*'  which  had  been  deUvt^red 
to  him  by  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  The  said  bin 
was  read. 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,   I  788. 


I  105 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment 

The  House  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  act  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  Govern* 
ment/'  and  the  same  was  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  A,  M,,  January  29^  1788. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  table  a  petition  of  §arah  Tully^  for 
appointing  Commissioners  for  the  Town  of  Dovcr»  a  report  of  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereupon,  and  a  bill  ap- 
pointing Commissioners  for  the  town  aforesaid,  &c.,  which  were 
delivered  him  by  a  member  of  that  House, 


The  said  papers  were  severally  read, 
table. 


Ordered  to  lie  on  the 


Mr.  Hazzard,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending^ 
was  admitted  and  presented  to  the  Chair  three  petitions  from 
sundry  owners  of  marshes  on  St.  Georges  Creek,  together  with 
a  report  of  two  of  a  committ^  appointed  to  view  said  marsh ; 
also  a  bill  entitled  "A  supplementary  act  to  an  act  entitled 
'An  act  for  stopping  St.  Georges  Creek  and  for  embanking  and 
draining  a  quantity  of  marsh  and  cripple  on  both  sides  the  said 
creek,  being  deemed  about  three  thousand  acres,  situate  in  Red 
Lion  and  St,  Georges  Hundreds  and  County  of  New  Castle,  and 
for  keeping  the  dykes  and  drains  belonging  to  the  same  in  good 
order  and  repair,*  "  and  a  letter  from  William  Hall  to  Henry  W, 
Pearce,  accompanying  the  same. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  papers  were  severally  read. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met.     Present  the  same  members. 

Mr.  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending,  was 
admitted  and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for  continuing  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Uie  Wil- 
mington Lottery." 

The  same  member  also  returned  the  bill  for  repealing  all  acts 
or  parts  of  acts  repugnant  to  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
United  States  and  nis  Britannic  Majesty,  concurred  in  by  that 
House. 

Whereupon  ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

The  bill  for  continuing  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Wilmington  Lottery,"  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Read  presented  to  the  Chair  a  petition  of  William  Brown, 
praying  an  appointment  of  Judges  of  Appeab;  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  continuing  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  the  Wilmington  Lottery,"  was,  by 
special  order,  read  a  second  time  and  p^sed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  said  bill,  concurred  in  by  Council. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  January  28,  1788. 
Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  House  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  Govern- 
ment," and  the  same  was  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  January  29,  1788. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  table  a  petition  of  l^arah  Tully,  for 
appointing  Commissioners  for  the  Town  of  Dover,  a  report  of  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereupon,  and  a  bill  ap- 
pointing Commissioners  for  the  town  aforesaid,  &c.,  which  were 
delivered  him  by  a  member  of  that  House. 

The  said  papers  were  severally  read.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Hazzard,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  presented  to  the  Chair  three  petitions  from 
sundry  owners  of  marshes  on  St.  Georges  Creek,  together  with 
a  report  of  two  of  a  committee  appointed  to  view  said  marsh; 
also  a  bill  entitled  **A  supplementary  act  to  an  act  entitled 
•An  act  for  stopping  St.  Georges  Creek  and  for  embanking  and 
draining  a  quantity  of  marsh  and  cripple  on  both  sides  the  said 
creek,  being  deemed  about  three  thousand  acres,  situate  in  Red 
Lion  and  St.  Georges  Hundreds  and  County  of  New  Castle,  and 
for  keeping  the  dykes  and  drains  belonging  to  the  same  in  good 
order  and  repair,'  "  and  a  letter  from  William  Hall  to  Henry  W. 
Pearce,  accompanying  the  same. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  said  papers  were  severally  read. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 


The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
Board  established  by  Congress  for  liquidating  public  accounts 
and  call  before  them  witnesses,  &c.,  now  report,  that  they  ap- 
prehend such  provision  as  was  intended  by  the  said  bill  to  be 
made  is  rendered  unnecessary  by  an  alteration  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  board  aforesaid  and  a  repeal  of  the  act  of  the  1 3th 
of  October,  I786^  by  their  subsequent  act  of  May  last. 

Which  report  being  read  and  approved,  the  bill  aforesaid  is 
disagreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  returned  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, with  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  entry  of  the  report  and 
proceeding  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  return  the  Said  bill,  with  the  report  of  the  committee  thereon* 
and  a  letter,  of  the  i6th  of  October,  1786,  from  the  Secretarv*  of 
Congress,  No,  5,  and  its  inclosure,  No.  5* 

Council  now  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  repealing 
an  act  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  Govern* 
mentf*  whereupon,  on  motion,  ordered  that  the  said  btU  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  viz:  Mr*  Vandyke,  Mr,  Read, 
and  Mr,  Polk,  to  report  thereon. 

The  memorial  of  Joshua  Cla)^on,  Esquire,  and  the  report  of 
a  committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereupon,  was,  hy 
order,  read  a  second  time;  and  the  question  being  put,  **  Do  this 
House  agree  to  the  said  report?'*  the  House  was  divided^  aful 
Mn  Speaker  gave  his  voice  m  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Laws  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  said  memorial,  with  the  report  of  the  committee  there- 
upon. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Wednesday,  A.  M.,  January  30,  1788. 

The  Council  met  accordinj^  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Laws  reported  the  delivery  of  the  last  mentioned  papers  to 
the  House  of  Assembly,  agreeable  to  order. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  bill  entitled  "An  additional  supple- 
mentary act  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  stopping  St.  Georges 
Creek  and  for  embanking  and  draining  a  quantity  of  marsh  and 
cripple  on  both  sides  of  the  said  creek,  &c.,'  "  was  read  a  second 
time. 

On  motion,  that  Mr.  Henry  W.  Pearce,  one  of  the  principal 
owners  of  the  marsh  aforesaid,  be  admitted  before  this  House  to 
give  information  respecting  the  circumstances  of  the  marsh  and 
cripple  on  the  said  St.  Georges  Creek,  the  same  was  granted. 

Council  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  said  bill, 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  same  was  deferred  until 
to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  January  31st,  1788. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment  Mr.  Tilton  now  ap- 
peared in  the  House. 

Mr.  Massey,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attendii^» 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  paper,  No.  i,  pur- 
porting to  be  proposals,  by  George  Read,  to  the  honorable  com- 
mittee of  that  House,  as  to  a  revision  of  the  Acts  of  Assembly 
of  this  State  for  the  purpose  of  reprinting  the  same,  and  a  rescdu- 
tion  of  that  House  accepting  and  agreemg  to  the  said  proposals. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  yesterday.  Council  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  entitled  ''An  additional  supplementary  act 
to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  stopping  St  Georges  Creek,  &c;'  " 
which,  by  order,  was  read  a  thu'd  time  by  paragraphs,  and  an 
amendment  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment 

Ordered,  That  the  amendment  proposed  to  the  last  mentioned 
bill  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the  said  bill,  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  by  Mr.  Laws,  for  their  consideration. 

Mr.  Laws  reported  the  delivery  thereof  according  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  paper,  No.  i ,  purporting  to  be  proposals  by  Geoi^e  Read, 
Esq. ,  for  revising  the  Laws  of  this  State,  and  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  thereon,  were  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Cannon,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attending, 
was  admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolution: 
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In  the  House  of  Assembly,  P.  M.,  Jan.  31,  1788. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Cannon  wait  on  the  Council,  and  propose 
to  that  honorable  body  that  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly meet,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  to-morrow  morning  at  twelve 
o'clock,  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for  to  fill 
the  vacancies  of  Justices  for  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Orphans'  Courts  for  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and  Kent. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  that 
House  for  adjourning  on  Saturday  next  to  some  fiiture  day,  and 
returned  also  the  bill  entitled  '*A  supplementary  act  to  an  act  en- 
titled *An  act  for  stopping  St  Georges  Creek,  &c.,'  '*  and  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Council  acceded  to  by  that  House. 

The  said  resolution  was  read. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  Council  concur  in  the  above  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  putting  in  nomination  persons  to  be 
balloted  for  to  supply  the  vacancies  of  Justices  in  the  Courts  of 
Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  for  the  Counties  of  New 
Castle  and  Kent. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, by  Mr.  Polk,  as  concurred  in  by  this  House. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  February  i,  1788. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Shankland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  attend- 
ing, was  admitted  and  presented  to  the  Chair  the  Auditor's 
Report  of  the  6th  of  November,  1787,  and  a  report  of  a  com- 
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mittee  of  that  House  respecting  the  revising  and  reprinting  the 
Laws  of  this  State,  which  had  been  omitted  amongst  the  papers 
sent  to  Council  yesterday  afternoon  respecting  the  same;  wnich 
said  papers  were,  by  order,  severally  read. 

On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  the  Auditor's  Report  aforesaid  be  concurred 

in. 

Mr.  Robinson,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  being 
admitted,  presented  to  the  Chair  a  petition  of  William  Brown  for 
the  institution  of  a  Court  of  Appeals,  a  report  of  a  committee  of 
that  House  thereupon,  and  a  bill  for  establishing  a  Court  of 
Appeals. 

The  Council  and  the  House  of  Assembly  met,  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  and  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  persons  out  of 
whom  Justices  shall  be  elected,  by  ballot,  to  fill  the  vacancies  in 
the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Courts  for  the  Coun- 
ties of  New  Castle  and  Kent,  as  follows: 

For  New  Casile  County — ^Thomas  McDonough,  Esq.,  Thomais 
Robinson,  Esq. 

For  Kent  County — ^John  Clayton,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  be  desired  to 
notify  his  Excellency,  the  President,  by  letter,  of  the  aforesaid 
nommations,  and  to  request  his  attendance,  at  one  o'clock  io  the 
afternoon  of  to-morrow,  to  ballot  for  Justices  to  fill  the  vacancies 

aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  both  Houses  now  separate,  and  that  they  meet 
again  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  haUot  tot 
Justices  to  fill  the  vacancies  aforesaid. 

Then  the  two  Houses  separated,  and  Council  adjourned  to  y 
o'clock. 
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person  nominated  was  to  be  appointed  to  fill  the  place  of  Chief 
Justice,  but  the  vacancy  amfy  of  a  Justice  of  the  scad  Courts^  ami 
therefore  that  the  nomination  for  the  County  of  Kent  remain 
open;  whereupon  a  new  one  was  made,  as  follows: 

Richard  Smith,  Esq.,  was  proposed  for  Chief  Justice;  Thomas 
White,  Esq.,  for  second  Justice;  James  Bellach,  Esa.,  for  third 
Justice;  John  Clayton,  Esq.,  for  fourth  Justice;  and  isaac  Carty, 
Esq.,  for  fourth  Justice  of  the  said  Courts. 

Resolved^  That  both  Houses  meet,  in  the  Council  Chamber, 
at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  elect  Justices  to  fill  the  va- 
cancies aforesaid. 

The  two  Houses  being  informed  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
notification  of  yesterday,  his  Excellency,  the  President,  is  now 
in  town, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Grantham,  Mr.  Vining,  and  Mr.  Mitchell 
be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellencv,  the  President,  and 
inform  him  that  the  General  Assembly  will  be  convened,  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  at  three  o'clock  m  the  afternoon,  to  elect 
Justices  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Courts  aforesaid,  and  request 
the  attendance  of  hb  Excellency. 

Then  the  two  Houses  separated,  and  Council  adjourned  to  3 
o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Council  and  the  House 
of  /^sembly  met,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  his  Excellenc)r, 
the  President,  being  conducted  in  by  the  committee,  the  Presi- 
dent and  General  Assembly  proceeded,  by  joint  ballot,  to  the 
election  of  Justices,  separately,  to  supply  the  vacancies  in  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  and  Orphans*  Court  for  the  County 
of  New  Castle,  and  the  ballot  being  taken  and  examined,  Thomas 
McDonough,  Esq.,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected  third  Justice 
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of  Assembly  respecting  the  proposals  contained  in  the  paper,  No* 
I,  of  George  Read,  Esq.»  for  revising  and  reprinting  the  Laws  of 
this  State. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, by  Mr.  Horsey,  as  acted  upon  by  this  House. 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  Feb.  id,  1788. 


Council  met  according  to  adjournment, 
io  the  House. 


Mr.  Cook  appeared 


Mr.  Horsey  reported  the  delivery  of  the  last  mentioned  papeis, 
agreeable  to  order. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  for  suspending  the  operation  of  an  act  respecting  the 
estate  of  John  Vining,  E^q.,  deceased,  was  read  a  second  time. 

The  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs,  and  several 
amendments  being  proposed  thereto,  was  agreed  to  by  CounciL 

On  motion,  by  order,  the  Auditor's  Report  of  the  29th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1788,  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  the  amendments 
be  transcribed  and  returned,  with  t 
Report,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Tilton. 

The  Council  and  the  House  of  Assembly  having  met,  tn  the 
Council  Chamber,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  Justices  to  fill  the 
vacancies  in  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans*  Courts 
for  the  Counties  of  New  Castle  and  Kent,  it  was  resolved  afid 
declared  hy  both  Houses  that,  although  the  vacancy  in  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  Coucity 
of  Kent  was  occasioned  by  the  appointment  of  Thomas  ColUruK 
Esq.»  late  Chief  Justice  thereof,  to  the  Presidency  of  this  State, 
yet  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  General  Aaaembly  that  ibe 
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e  said  bill  and  the  Auditor's 
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granted;  whereupon  Mr.  Read  presented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for 
that  purpose,  which  was  read. 

By  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  a  second  time- 
Mr.  Massey,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly^  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  engrossed  bills,  viz: 
"An  act  to  establish  a  Court  of  Appeals  in  this  State;"  **An  act 
for  continuing  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the  settlement  of  the 
Wilmington  Lottery/  *'  and  "A  further  supplement  to  an  act 
entitled  *An  act  for  the  recovery  of  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  fifty-three  pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  six  pence,  due  trom 
the  estate  of  John  Vining,  Esq.,  deceased,  formerly  one  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  for  the  County  of  Kent/  '*  signed 
by  the  Speaker  of  that  House. 

The  aforesaid  acts  were  then  severally  compared*  Ordered 
that  the  same  be  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

The  bill  entitled  *"A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  'An 
act  to  alter  and  supply  certain  parts  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for 
raising  ;£  10,500  for  the  service  of  the  year  1787,'  and  to  repeal 
an  act,*  &c./*  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
deliver  the  aforesaid  bill  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence, 
and  also  return  the  last  mentioned  engrossed  bill  together  with 
the  engrossed  bill  entitled  **An  additional  supplementary^  act  to 
the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  stopping  St.  George's  Creek,  and  for 
embanking  and  draining  a  quiintity  of  marsh  and  cripple  on  said 
creek/'  and  also  the  engrossed  bill  entitled  '*An  act  for  repealing 
all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  repugnaut  to  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
the  United  States  and  his  Britannic  Majest>%'*  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  this  House,  which  last  mentioned  act  fs  sent  to  be 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  returned  the  bill  to  enforce  the  collec- 
tion of  the  outstanding  taxes,  as  disagreed  to  by  this  House. 

On  motion,  ordered* 

That  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  give  public  notice,  by  advertise- 
ment, to  be  fixed  on  the  door  of  the  Court  House  in  the  Town  of 
Dover,  that  a  bill  for  appointing  Commissioners  for  the  said  Town 
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of  Dover,  and  vestinja^  in  them  divers  powers  of  regulation^  is  now 
before  the  Council,  the  consideVation  whereof  will  be  resumed  at 
their  next  meeting,  at  which  time  any  person  having  objections 
to  the  said  bill  or  parts  thereof  may  appear  and  make  the  same, 
and  that  a  copy  of  the  said  bill  may  be  obtained  by  application 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  letter  from  the  honorable  Dyre  Kearney  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  inclosing  the  statement  of  his  account 
with  the  Delaware  State,  as  also  inclosing  an  account  of  the  hon- 
orable Nathaniel  Mitchell  against  the  Delaware  State,  and  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon,  were  severally  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
be  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  papers  be  returned  to  th«  House  of 
Assembly  by  Mr,  Horsey,  as  acted  upon  by  this  House. 

The  same  member  also  returned  the  three  petitions  of  the 
owners  of  the  St  George's  meadows,  and  a  report  of  a  commit- 
tee of  that  House  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  proceed  to  put  in  nomination  per- 
sons out  of  whom  shall  be  elected  a  Privy  Councillor  in  the  room 
of  Charles  Pope,  whose  time  is  expired,  agreeable  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  this  State;  and  thereupon  Allen  Mcl^ne,  Esquire,  only 
was  nominated. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  ballot,  which  being  examined,  the 
said  Allen  McLane,  Esq.,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected. 

Resolved,  That  a  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  John  Dick- 
inson, Nicholas  Vandyke,  and  Joshua  Clayton,  Elsquires,  by  the 
Council,  as  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  be  made  out,  signed 
by  the  Speaker,  and  delivered  to  the  President,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  commissioned  by  him,  agreeable  to  the  17th  Article 
of  the  Constitution  or  System  of  Government  of  this  State, 

Mr*  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  engrossed  bill  entitled  *  'A  supple- 
mentary act  to  the  act  entitled  *An  act  to  alter  and  supply  certain 
parts  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  raising  j^io,50ofor  the  service 
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granted;  whereupon  Mr.  Read  presented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  for 
that  purpose,  which  was  read. 

By  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Massey,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  engrossed  bills,  viz: 
*'An  act  to  establish  a  Court  of  Appeals  in  this  State;*'  **An  act 
for  continuing  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  settlement  of  the 
Wilmington  Lottery,'  '*  and  **A  further  supplement  to  an  act 
entitled  *An  act  for  the  recovery  of  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  fifty-three  pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  six  pence,  due  from 
the  estate  of  John  Vining,  Esq.,  deceased,  formerly  one  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  for  the  County  of  Kent,*  **  signed 
by  the  Speaker  of  that  House. 

The  aforesaid  acts  were  then  severally  compared.  Ordered 
that  the  same  be  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

The  bill  entitled  **A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  *An 
act  to  alter  and  supply  certain  parts  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for 
raising  ;^io,500  for  the  service  of  the  year  1787,*  and  to  repeal 
an  act,  *  &c. ,  *  *  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
deliver  the  aforesaid  bill  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence, 
and  also  return  the  last  mentioned  engrossed  bill  together  with 
the  engrossed  bill  entitled  **An  additional  supplementary  act  to 
the  act  entitled  *An  act  for  stopping  St.  George's  Creek,  and  for 
embanking  and  draining  a  quantity  of  marsh  and  cripple  on  said 
creek,"  and  also  the  engrossed  bill  entitled  '*An  act  for  repealing 
all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  repugnant  to  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
the  United  States  and  his  Britannic  Majesty,"  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  this  House,  which  last  mentioned  act  is  sent  to  be 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  same  member  also  returned  the  bill  to  enforce  the  collec- 
tion of  the  outstanding  taxes,  as  disagreed  to  by  this  House. 

On  motion,  ordered, 

That  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  give  public  notice,  by  advertise- 
ment, to  be  fixed  on  the  door  of  the  Court  House  in  the  Town  of 
Dover,  that  a  bill  for  appointing  Commissioners  for  the  said  Town 
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of  Dover,  and  vesting  in  them  divers  powers  of  regtilation,  is  now 
before  the  Council,  the  consideration  whereof  will  be  r^umed  at 
their  next  meeting,  at  which  time  any  person  having  objections 
to  the  said  hill  or  parts  thereof  may  appear  and  make  the  same» 
and  that  a  copy  of  the  said  bill  may  be  obtained  by  application 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  letter  from  the  honorable  Dyre  Kearney  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  inclosing  the  statement  of  his  account 
with  the  Delaware  State,  as  also  inclosing  an  account  of  the  hon- 
orable Nathaniel  Mitchell  against  the  Delaware  State^  and  ifae 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  thereon,  were  severally  read 

Resolved,  That  the  said  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
be  concurred  in. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  papers  be  returned  to  th«  House  of 
Assembly  by  Mr,  Horsey,  as  acted  upon  by  this  House. 

The  same  member  also  returned  the  three  petitions  of  the 
owners  of  the  St,  George's  meadows,  and  a  report  of  a  commit- 
tee of  that  House  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  proceed  to  put  in  nomination  per- 
sons out  of  whom  shall  be  elected  a  Privy  Councillor  in  the  room 
of  Charles  Pope,  whose  time  b  expired,  agreeable  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  this  State;  and  thereupon  Allen  Mcl^ne,  Esquire,  only 

was  nominated- 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  ballot,  which  being  examined^  the 
said  Allen  McLane,  Esq.,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected. 

Resolved,  That  a  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  John  Dick- 
inson, Nicholas  Vandyke,  and  Joshua  Clayton,  Esquires^  by  the 
Council,  as  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  be  made  out,  signed 
by  the  Speaker,  and  delivered  to  tne  President,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  commissioned  by  him.  agreeable  to  the  17th  Ardde 
of  the  Constitution  or  System  of  Government  of  this  State. 

Mr*  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  engrossed  bill  entitled  **A  supple- 
mentary act  to  the  act  entitled  *An  act  to  alter  and  supply  certain 
parts  of  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  raising  / 10, 500  for  the  service 
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of  the  year  1787,'  and  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  ap- 
propriating, &c./  "  signed  by  th^  Speaker  of  that  House. 

The  said  bill  was  compared  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of 
Council. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  following  resolution: 

In  THE  House  of  Assembly,  Feb.  2,  1788. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  to  the  following  acts: 

1.  An  act  for  continuing  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  the  Wilmington  Lottery;*  " 

2.  **A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
recovery  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-three  pounds, 
eighteen  shillings  and  six  pence,  due  from  the  the  estate  of  John 
Vining,  Esq.,  deceased,  formerly  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Loan- 
Office  for  the  County  of  Kent;'  " 

3.  "An  additional  supplementary  act  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act 
for  stopping  St.  George's  Creek,  and  for  embanking  and  drain- 
ing a  quantity  of  marsh  and  cripple  on  both  sides  of  the  said 
Creek,  being  deemed  about  three  thousand  acres,  situate  in  Red 
Lion  and  St.  George's  Hundreds,  and  County  of  New  Castle, 
and  for  keeping  the  dikes  and  drains  belonging  to  the  same  in 
good  order  and  repair;'  " 

4.  "An  act  for  repealing  all  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  repugnant 
to  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  lus  Britannic 
Majesty,  or  any  article  thereof;' ' 

5.  "An  act  to  establish  a  Court  of  Appeals  in  this  State;" 

6.  "A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  alter 
and  supply  certain  parts  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  raising  ten 
thousand  five  hunared  pounds  for  the  service  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,'  and  to  repeal  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  for  appropriating  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  five 
hundred  pounds,  and  for  other  appropriation  thereof,  and  other 
purposes.*  " 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  Crko/Assemify. 
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On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  the  same  be  concurred  in. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Horsey  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  return  the  said  engrossed  bills  and  resolution. 

A  written  notice  was  delivered  to  the  Chair,  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the  adjournment  of  that 
House  to  the  27th  of  May  next. 

Then  Council  allowed  the  following  accounts,  viz: 

To  the  Hon.  Thomas  McDonough,  Esq.»  Speaker, 
for  his  attendance  in  Council,  25  days  and  mile- 
age,      ;^   23  10  o 

To  George  Read,  Esq.,  for  19  do.  and  mileage,    .    .        12  18  o 
To  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esq.,  11  do.  do., 850 


To 
To 


ohn  Baning,  Esq.,  16  do., 9126 

^ames  Tilton,  Esq.,  8  do., 4  16  o 

To  John  Cook,  Esq.,  14  do.  do., 8  16  o 

To  Alex^der  Laws,  Esq.,  24  do.  do., 15  10  8 

To  Daniel  Polk,  Esq.,  18  do.  do., 11     90 

To  Isaac  Horsey,  Esq.,  18  do.  do., 12    9  3 

To  James  Sykes,  Esq.,  for  transcribing,  &c.,  last  ses- 
sion,    ....'•• 3  17  6 

To  John  E.  Clayton,  17  days*  attendance,  engrossing 

a  bill,  and  cash  expended, 11   15  9 

To  Benjamin  Crooks,  27  days*  attendance  as  Door- 
keeper, and  notifying  seven  persons  to  attend 

Council, 12  15  o 

To  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Battell,.  for  the  use  of  a  room,  fire- 
wood and  candles, 20    o  o 
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On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer  by 
the  Speaker  for  the  payment  of  the  several  sums  aforesaid. 

Whereupon  orders  were  drawn  and  signed  accordingly. 

Then  Council  adjourned  to  the  27th  day  of  May  next. 


VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  MAY,  1788. 


At  a  session  commenced  at  Dover,  on  Tuesday,  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty -eight,  aivers  of  the  members  met,  but  the 
number  not  being  a  quorum,  adjourned  to  Wednesday,  when 
there  appeared  as  follows: 

Far  New  Castle  County — ^Thomas  McDonough,  Esq.,  Speaker. 

Far  Kent  Caunty — James  Tilton,  John  Baning,  John  Cook. 

Far  Sussex  Caunty — Alexander  Laws. 

By  order,  the  minutes  of  the  last  sitting  of  Council  were  read. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  May  29,  1788. 

Divers  of  the  members  met,  but  the  number  not  being  sufficient 
to  form  a  quorum,  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Friday,  A.  M.,  May  30,  1788. 

Council  met.  Present  the  same  members  as  on  Wednesday 
last. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entided  **An  act  to  incorporate  the  Physicians  of  the 
Delaware  State,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  read 
in  Council  on  the  25th  of  January  last,  was  now  read  a  second 
time. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  to 
report  thereon.  The  members  appointed  are  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr. 
Tuton,  and  Mr.  Cook. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDBM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met     Present  the  same  members. 

Mr.  Tilton,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
entided  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Ph)rsicians  of  the  Delaware 
State,  &c.,"  reported  several  amendments,  which  were  read  and 
agreed  to.  • 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the  said 
bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  by  Mr.  Cook,  for  their  concur- 
rence. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  May  31,  1788. 
Council  met.     Present  the  same  members,  and  Mr.  Read. 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock,  Monday  morning. 


} 

I 

ii 
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Monday,  P.  M.,  June  2d,  1788. 

Council  met.    Present  all  the  members,  except  Mr.  Vandyke. 

Mr.  Vining,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  supply 
the  loss  of  a  deed  made  to  Benjamin  Chandler  by  the  heirs  of 
Goldsmith  Edward  Folwell,  deceased;"  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Read  applied  for  leave  of  absence,  which  was  granted. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  June  3d,  1788. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  supply  the  loss  of  a  deed  made  to 
Benjamin  Chandler  by  the  administrators  of  G.  E,  Folwell,  de- 
ceased," was  read  a  second  time  and  deferred  for  further  consid- 
eration. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Eodem  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment 

Mr.  May,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  several  notifications  and  certificates  of 
Benjamin  Chandler  relative  to  a  lost  deed;  which  were  read. 

Council  took  into  consideration  the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to 
supply  the  loss  of  a  deed  made  to  Benjamin  Chandler  by  the 
141 
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heirs  of  Goldsmith  E.  Folwetl^  deceased,'*  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  same  was  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

The  committee  to  whom  w^as  referred  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  entiUed  *  *  An  act  to  repeal  the  act  for  the  further  security  of 
the  Government/'  now  report  in  favor  of  the  same,  but  are  of 
opinion  that  provision  should  be  made  for  the  naturalization  of 
foreigners,  as  the  act  of  Assembly  now  in  being  for  that  purposCg 
since  the  change  of  government,  is  inadequate  thereto;  therefore 
they  have  essayed  a  draught  of  a  bill,  by  way  of  supplement  to 
that  act  of  Assembly,  which  they  submit  to  the  consioeratioii  of 
Council, 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  bill  entitled  *^A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  'An 
act  for  naturalization,'  "  was  read. 

By  special  order, 

The  bill  entided  "An  act  to  repeal  an  act  endtled  'An  act  for 
the  further  security  of  the  Government/  **  was  read  a  third  time 
by  paragraphs  and  passed  the  House, 

By  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  *'A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  entitled  *An 
act  for  naturalization/  *'  was  read  a  second  time,  and  a  third  time 
by  paragraphs  and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  transcribed* 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  June  4,  17M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cook  wait  on  the  House  of  Aasembly  and 
deliver  the  last  mentioned  bill  for  their  consideradon  and  conciir- 
rence»  and  return  the  bill  entitled  *'An  act  to  repeal  an  act  enti' 
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ded  *An  act  for  the  further  security  of  the  Government,'  "  as 
agreed  to  by  Council. 

Mr.  Tilton  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  Auditor's  report  of  the 
outstanding  taxes  of  this  State;  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Chand- 
ler respecting  a  lost  deed,  which  had  been  omitted  among  the 
other  papers  relative  thereto;  also  two  petitions  from  divers  in- 
habitants of  New  Castle  County,  praying  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  establishing  of  public  marts  or  fairs  at  Cantwell's  Bridge, 
in  said  county;  which  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hazzard,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  being  ad- 
mitted, delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **Ah  act  to  enable 
John  Warren,  administrator  de  bonis  nan  of  Henry  Killen,  de- 
ceased, to  convey  unto  Reynear  Williams,  administrator  of  Elijah 
Sipple,  deceased,  certain  tracts  of  land  situate  in  Mispillion  Hun- 
dred, Kent  County;"  also  the  petition  on  which  the  said  bill  is 
founded,  and  a  communication  from  the  Auditor,  of  the  4th  June, 
1788;  which  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly;  which  was  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  June  4,  1788. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  be  appoint- 
ed to  consider  the  finances  of  this  State  of  every  kind  and  nature 
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whatsoever;  and  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  such  committee  to 
discharge  the  said  duty,  and  for  their  information  therein,  that 
they  be  directed  to  require  the  Auditor  to  furnish  them  with  a 
general  account  of  all  debts  due  by  the  State,  of  all  debts  due  to 
the  State,  and  of  all  engagements  of  the  public  to  be  speedily 
complied  with,  arranging  them  distinctly  in  the  manner  required 
by  the  12th,  13th,  and  14th  sections  of  the  act  for  amending  and 
continuing  the  provisions  made  in  the  act  for  auditing  and  ar- 
ranging the  accounts  of  this  State;  that  they  have  power  to 
require  of  all  officers  of  this  State  intrusted  with  the  public 
monies,  mortgages^  pledges,  or  other  securities  whatsoever,  or  of 
any  persons  whom  it  may  concern,  distinct  and  clear  accounts  of 
the  same;  and  to  examine  into  the  sufficiency  of  sureties  in  all 
cases  where  bonds  have  been  given  for  the  execution  of  sudi 
trusts;  and  generally  that  they  take  such  steps  and  report  such 
measures  as  they  may  deem  necessar>^  to  be  adopted  for  the 
better  conducting,  directing,  and  ordering  the  revenues  or  finafi- 
ces  of  this  State.  The  members  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
House  are  Mr.  May,  Mr,  Clayton,  Mr,  Vining,  Mr.  Shankland, 
and  Mr.  Gordon, 

Sent  for  concurrence, 

JAS,  BOOTH,  CVko/Asiembly. 

On  motion, 

Resolved^  That  Council  concur  in  the  above  resolution. 

The  members  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  are  Mr. 
Read  and  Mr.  Cook. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 

the  same,  as  acted  upon  by  this  House. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Thursday,  Junfe  5,  1788,  A.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  McCall,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  being  ad- 
mitted, presented  to  the  Chair  a  memorial  of  Thomas  Rodney, 
Esq.,  executor  of  the  testament  and  last  will  of  Caesar  Rodney, 
Esquire,  deceased,  who  was  acting  Trustee  of  the  Loan  Office 
for  the  County  of  Kent,  praying  a  reexamination  of  the  accounts 
of  the  said  office,  together  with  a  resolution  of  that  House  there- 
upon; which  were  read,  and  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled 
**An  act  to  appropriate  the  perquisites  arising  on  tavern  and 
marriage  licenses;**  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Read,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  limiting 
the  time  for  keeping  open  the  Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions 
of  the  Peace  and  Goal  Delivery  in  the  respective  Counties  of  this 
State,  the  same  was  granted;  whereupon  he  presented  to  the 
Chair  a  bill  for  that  purpose;  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Hays,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered,  for  the  consideration  and  concurrence  of  Council, 
a  bill,  which  was  read,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  appro- 
priation of  such  certificates  of  depreciation  as  have  not  been 
claimed  by  the  persons  justly  entitled  to  the  same,'*  and  return- 
ed the  bill  entitled  **A  supplementary  act  to  the  act  for  natural!- 
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zation,'*  with  an  amendment  proposed  by  that  House,  which  was 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  same  member  also  presented  to  the  Chair  the  President's 
message  of  the  28th  of  January,  1788,  setting  forth  the  many 
evils  which  have  arisen  from  the  frequent  practice  of  some  of  the 
Justices  holding  their  meetings  for  the  administration  of  justice  at 

fiublic  inns  or  taverns*  and  the  great  impropriety  of  Judges  or 
ustices  of  the  Peace  keeping  public  inns  or  taverns,  and  calling 
the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly  on  those  subjects;  also 
relinquishing  the  perquisites  arising  on  tavern  and  marriage 
licenses,  and  requesting  the  appropriation  thereof  to  some  other 
purpose;  which  was  read- 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted, and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  authome 
and  empower  the  executors  of  the  testament  and  last  will  of 
Richard  McWilliam,  the  younger,  late  of  New  Castle  County, 
deceased,  to  convey,  in  trust  for  the  heirs  and  representatives  of 
Patrick  Lyons,  deceased,  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  situate 
in  Appoquinimink  Hundred,  in  the  County  of  New  Castle/*  to- 
gether  with  a  petition  from  the  said  executors,  and  sundry  other 
papers,  upon  which  the  said  bill  is  founded;  which  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Revell,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  '  *  An  act  to  regubte 
marriages,"  and  a  petition  upon  which  the  said  bill  is  founded; 
which  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  '*An  act 
to  suj^ply  the  loss  of  a  deed  made  to  Benjamin  Chandler  by  the 
administrators  of  Goldsmith  E.  Folwell,  deceased  ;  which,  being 
read  the  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  amended,  passed  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed  and  sent, 
with  the  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration 
and  concurrence. 
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The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  to  empower  John  Warren,  adminis- 
trator de  ironis  non  of  Henry  Killen»  deceased,  to  convey  to 
Re>Tiear  Williams,  administrator  of  Elijah  Sipple,  deceased,  cer- 
tain tracts  of  land  situate  in  Mispillion  Hundred,  Kent  County," 
was  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  and  the  petition  on  which  it  is 
founded,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Cook»  Mr.  Baning,  and  Mr.  Polk,  to 
report  thereon. 

Council  took  into  consideration  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  bill  entitled  **A  supplementary  act 
to  the  act  entitled  *An  act  for  naturalization/  *'  and  acceded  to 
the  same. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  eng^rossed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  June  6,  1788,  A,  M. 

Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entiUed  '*An  act 
to  empower  John  Warren,  administrator  de  Sonis  non  of  Henry 
Killen,  deceased,  to  convey  to  Rcynear  Williams,  adminbtrator 
of  Elijah  Sipple,  deceased,  certain  tracts  of  land,  &c./*  brought 
in  their  report  j  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  for  the  appropriation  of 
such  certificates  of  depreciation  as  have  not  been  claimed  by  the 
persons  justly  entitled  to  the  same,"  was  read  a  second  time  and 
deferred  for  further  consideration. 

The  biU  entitled  *'An  act  for  limiting  the  time  of  holding  the 
Courts  of  (Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Goal  Delivery  in 
the  respective  Counties  of  this  State,"  was  read  a  second  time 
and  deferred  for  further  consideration. 
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The  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  regulate  marriages/*  was  read  a 
second  time  and  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

A  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  continue  in  force  an 
act  entitled  'An  act  to  increase  the  daily  allowance  to  Grand  and 
Petit  Jurors  and  Witnesses;*  *'   which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled 
**An  act  to  empower  John  Warren,  administrator  de  bonis  fum  of 
Henry  Killen,  deceased,  to  convey  to  Reynear  Williams,  adtnm- 
istrator  of  Elijah  Sipple,  deceased,  certam  tracts  of  land  situate 
in  Mispillion  Hundred »  Kent  County;'*  which,  being  read  the 
third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  amended,  passed  the  Hotise. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed  and  sent, 
with  the  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their  consideration 

and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M 


Council  met. 


Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  table  a  petition  of  John  Darby,  of 
Sussex  County,  read  in  the  House  of  Assembly  the  19th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1785,  setting  forth  the  loss  of  a  certificate,  No.  18,  for  the 
sum  of  sixteen  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  six  pence,  signed 
by  Peter  White,  Receiver  General  of  Supplies  for  Sussex  County, 
and  a  report  of  the  Auditor  thereupon;  which  said  certificatje  is 
since  found  and  now  produced  before  Council;  therefore 

Resolvedy  That  the  said  petition  and  report  be  dismissed. 

By  special  order. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  limiting  the  time  for  keeptng 
open  the  Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and 
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Goal  Delivery  of  the  respective  Counties  of  this  State,**  was  read 
the  third  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed  the  House. 

Mr.  Shankland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  presented  to  the  Chair  the  following  papers,  which 
were  read:  A  petition  of  Frederick  Craig  and  Co.,  and  a  resolu- 
tion of  that  House  upon  the  same,  for  the  payment  of  twenty 
pounds  to  the  said  Craig  and  Co. ,  to  assist  in  tne  establishment 
of  a  post  to  ride  from  Wilmington  to  Lewestown,  and  for  sundry 
services. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

By  special  order,  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  continue  in  force 
an  act  entitled  *An  act  to  increase  the  daily  allowance  to  Grand 
and  Petit  Jurors  and  Witnesses,*  **  was  read  a  second  time. 

The  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  passed 
the  House. 

By  special  order. 

The  bill  entitied  **An  act  to  appropriate  marriage  and  tavern 
licenses,**  was  read  the  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  passed  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
deliver  the  three  last  mentioned  bills,  for  the  consideration  and 
concurrence  of  that  House. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  Council  concur  in  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  upon  the  petition  of  Frederick  Craig  and  Co.,  for 
the  pavment  o\  twenty  pounds  to  assist  in  the  establishment  of  a 
post,  &c. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Council  met. 


Saturday,  A*  M,,  June  7,  1788. 


Ordered,  That  the  last  mentioned  petition  and  resolution  be 
sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Horsey. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  Council  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  which  was  read,  as  follows: 


On  motion, 


In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Friday,  P.  M.,  June  n,  1788. 


Resolved,  That  it  is  the  intention  of  this  House  to  conclude 
the  present  sessions  to-morrow  evening  by  adjourning  the  same 
to  a  distant  day. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Latimer  wait  on  the  Council  with  a  copy 
of  the  above  resolution  for  their  information* 

J  AS.  EOOTn.Crko/Asstm^fy. 

On  motion  made  and  seconded »  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  purpose  of  directing  the  manner  and  form  of  securities  to  be 
given  by  Sheriffs  for  the  due  execution  of  their  trust,  and  pre* 
scribing  a  time  for  their  return  on  writs  oi  fieri  facias^  the  same 
was  granted;  whereupon  Mr,  Read  laid  before  Council  a  bill  for 
that  purpose ;  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Polk»  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 

and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  '  *  An  act  for  altering  the 
place  of  holding  the  general  election,  for  the  present  year,  in  the 
County  of  Sussex;''  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entided  **An  act  to  empower  the  executors  of  the  lo- 

tament  and  last  will  of  Richard  McWilliam,  the  younger,  bte 
of  New  Castle  County,  deceased,  to  convey,  in  trust  for  the  hetn 
and  representatives  of  Patrick  Lyons,  deceased,  a  certain  tract  or 
parcel  of  land  situate  in  Appoquinimink  Hundred^  in  the  County 
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of  New  Castle,"  was  read  a  second  time  and  deferred  for  further 
consideration. 

Council  proceeded  to  consider  the  communication  of  the  Audi- 
tor, of  the  4th  of  June,  1788. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  directing-  the  manner  and  form  of 
securities  to  be  given  by  Sheriffs  for  the  due  execution  of  their 
trust,  and  prescribing  a  time  for  returns  on  writs  of  jieri  fadas,^* 
was  read  a  second  time  and  deferred  until  this  afternoon  for 
further  consideration. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  altering  the  place  of  holding  the 
general  election  for  the  County  of  Sussex  for  the  present  year," 
was  read  a  second  time  and  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  3  o*  clock. 


Council  met. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 


The  Council  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  directing  the  manner  and  form  of  securities  to  be  given  by 
Sheriffs  for  the  due  execution  of  their  trust,  and  prescribing  a 
time  for  returns  on  writs  of  fieri  facias,''  and  the  same  being 
read  the  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  amended,  passed  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr,  Cook  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
the  same  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Hazzard,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  verbal  message, 
viz: 

The  House  of  Assembly  propose  to  the  honorable  the  Council 
that  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  meet,  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  to  put  in  nomination 
persons  out  of  whom  shall  be  elected,  by  ballot,  a  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans*  Court  for  the  County  of 
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Sussex,  to  supply  the  place  of  John  Laws»  Esquire,  deceased* 

late  third  Justice  of  the  said  courts* 

Saturday,  A.  M*,  June  7,  1788. 

By  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  altering  the  place  of  holdings  the 
j^enera!  election,  for  the  present  year,  m  the  County  of  Sussex,** 
was  read  the  third  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed  the  House.. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assem* 
bly  by  Mr.  Laws. 

Mr.  Massey,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted  and  returned  the  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  limiting  the  time 
for  keeping  open  the  Courts  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  and  Goal  Delivery  in  the  respective  Counties  of  this 
State,"  rejected  by  that  House. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  10  o* clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  June  9,  1788. 

Council  met,  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  memorial  of  Thos.  Rodney,  Esquire,  executor  of  tbc 
testament  and  last  will  of  Caesar  Rodnevi  Esq,,  deceased;  whicli 
was  read,  and  several  amendments  being  proposed  and  agreed  to, 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Mr,  Speaker   laid 
which  was  read: 


On  motion, 


before   Council   the    following   resolutioa. 

In  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Saturday,  A,  M*,  June  7,  t-SS, 


Resolved^  That  copies  of  the  acts  of  Assembly  of  this  Slate  be 
delivered  to  George  Read,  Esquire,  to  enable  feim  to  commence 
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and  complete  the  revision  of  the  laws  of  this  State,  agreeable  to 
his  contract  with  the  General  Assembly;  and  that  James  Booth 
be  appointed  to  procure  such  copies,  and  the  expenses  that  may 
be  necessarily  incurred  therein  shall  be  defrayed  by  this  State. 

That  an  order  be  drawn  by  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  upon 
the  Trustee  of  the  Loan  Office  for  New  Castle  County  for  the 
immediate  payment  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five  pounds,  eleven 
shillings  and  six  pence  to  the  said  Georjg^e  Read  out  of  the  interest 
monies  of  the  said  office,  being  the  principal,  interest,  and  costs 
of  the  two  mortgages,  as  specified  in  the  proposition  made  by  the 
said  George  Read,  communicated  to  the  General  Assembly  on 
the  third  of  February,  1787,  and  accepted  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Assembly  and  Council  on  the  31st  day  of  January  and 
the  1st  day  of  February  last.  And  in  case  of  death  or  any  other 
event  that  shall  prevent  the  said  George  Read  from  executinc^  the 
said  work  of  revision,  that  the  said  sum  be  accounted  for  by  him, 
his  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Shankland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was 
admitted  and  returned  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  directing  the 
manner  and  form  of  securities  to  be  given  by  Sheriffs  for  the  due 
execution  of  their  trust,  and  prescribing  a  time  for  returns  on  writs 
oi  fieri  facias ^^'  concurred  in  by  that  House. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Gordon,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Members  of  the  Library  Company  of  Wilmington;** 
which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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The  Council  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to 
empower  the  executors  of  Richard  McWilliam,  the  younger,  de- 
ceased, to  convey,  in  trust  for  the  heirs  and  representatives  of 
Patrick  Lyons,  deceased,  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  situate 
in  Appoc^uinimink  Hundred,  in  the  County  of  New  Castle;** 
which,  being  read  the  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  an  amend- 
ment proposed  and  agreed  to,  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendment  be  transcribed  and  sent, 
with  the  bill  and  the  resolution  for  a  draught  on  the  Loan  Office 
of  New  Castle  for  the  payment  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence  to  George  Read  (which 
said  resolution  was  concurred  in  by  Council),  to  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

Mr.  Massey,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  presented  to  the  Chair  the  resolution  upon  the  memorial 
of  Thomas  Rodney  for  a  reexamination  of  the  Loan  Office  Ac- 
counts of  Kent  County,  with  the  amendments  acceded  to  by  that 
House. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Cook  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  same. 

By  special  order. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  regulate  marriages,'*  was  read  the 
third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  some  amendments  being  proposed 
and  agreed  to,  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed  and  sent, 
with  the  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration 
and  concurrence. 


Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  June  10,  1788. 
Council  met. 

Mr.  Vining,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  (which  was  read)  entitled 
**An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  entitled  *A  supplement  to  an 
act  entitled  *An  act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of 
small  debts,'  passed  February  5,  1785,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  incorporate  the  Library  Company 
of  Wilmington,'*  was  read  a  second  time  and  deferred  for  further 
consideration. 

Mr.  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  report  of  a  committee  upon  the 
petition  of  Maunnas  Haughey,  and  an  order  of  that  House  upon 
the  same,  sent  for  concurrence. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hayes,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  two  reports  of  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts,  dated  June  the  5th  and  6th,  1788,  concurred  in  by  that 
House,  and  sent  for  the  concurrence  of  Council;  which  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cook  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
deliver  the  following  verbal  message,  to  wit: 

The  Council,  in  answer  to  the  proposal  made  by  your  honora- 
ble House  on  Saturday  last,  respecting  the  putting  m  nomination 
Persons  to  be  balloted  for  as  a  justice  of  the  Court  of  Common 
leas  and  Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  to  supply 
the  place  of  John  Laws,  Esquire,  accede  to  the  same,  and  pro- 
pose three  o'clock  this  afternoon  as  the  time  for  the  meeting  of 
both  Houses  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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Council  met 


EOOEM  DlE»  P.  M. 


Mr.  McCall,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  the  following  verbal  message: 

The  House  of  Assembly  will  meet  the  honorable  the  Coimcil 
half  an  hour  hence,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  for  the  purpose 
expressed  in  their  verbal  message  of  this  day. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  endtled 
'A  supplement  to  an  act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery 
of  small  debts.  &c.»*  "  was  read  a  secona  time  and  ddcrred  for 

further  consideration. 

The  Council  and  the  House  of  Assembly  met,  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  and  proceeded  to  the  nominatiorf  of  persons  to  be 
balloted  for  as  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Or- 
phans' Court  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  as  follows:  John  Clowes* 
Esquire,  was  proposed  for  third  Justice,  and  Alexander  Laws, 
Esquire,  for  fourth  Justice. 

Resolved,  That  both  Houses  separate  for  the  space  of  ten 
minutes,  and  that  they  then  meet  and  proceed  to  the  electioa 

aforesaid. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Council  and  the  House  of  Assembty 

met  in  the  Council  Chamber, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vining,  Mr.  Grantham,  and  Mr.  D.  Polk 
be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and 
inform  him  that  the  General  Assembly  are  now  convened  to  elect 
Justices  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Courts  aforesaid,  and  re<)uest 

his  attendance. 

Whereupon  his  Excellency,  the  President,  being  conducted 
in  by  the  committee,  the  President  and  General  Assembly  pro- 
ceeded, by  joint  ballot,  to  the  election  of  Justices,  separately,  to 
supply  the  vacancy  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans* 
Court  for  the  County  of  Sussex,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and 
examined,  John  Clowes,  Esquire,  fourth  Justice*  was  declared  to^ 
be  duly  elected  third  Justice  of  the  said  Courts;  and  Alexander 
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Laws,  Esquire,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected  fourth  Justice  of 
the  said  Courts. 

The  President  withdrew,  both  Houses  separated,  and  the 
Council  met  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  entitled 
*A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the  more  easy  and 
speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,*  passed  February  3d,  1785,*  and 
for  other  purposes,*'  was  read  the  third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and 
several  amendments  being  proposed  and  agreed  to,  passed  the 
House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed  and  sent, 
with  the  said  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  considera- 
tion and  concurrence. 

Mr.  Evans,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  continuing 
the  powers  of  the  Collectors  of  the  State  Taxes;'*  which  was 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  incorporate  the  Members  of  the 
Library  Company  of  Wilmington,**  was  read  the  third  time,  by 
paragraphs,  and,  being  amended,  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed  and  sent, 
with  the  bill,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  by  Mr.  Polk,  for  their 
consideration  and  concurrence. 

By  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  continuing  the  powers  of  the 
Collectors  of  the  State  Taxes,**  was  read  a  second  time  and  de- 
ferred for  further  consideration. 

On  motion,  the  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly  upon  the  pe- 
tition of  Maurinas  Haughey,  respecting  a  lost  certificate,  was 
read,  considered,  and  concurred  in  by  Council. 

The  last  mentioned  bill  was  read  the  third  time  by  paragraphs 
and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  same,  together  with  the  papers  upon  the 
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petition  of  Maurinas  Haughey,   be  returned  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  by  Mr.  Laws. 

Adjourned  to  8  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  June  11,  1788. 

Council  met. 

On  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  directing  elections  of 
members  of  the  Council  in  certain  cases  of  vacanaes,  the  same 
was  granted;  whereupon  Mr.  Read  laid  before  Council  a  bill  for 
that  purpose,  which  was  read. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed;  which  was  done  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  Auditor's  Report  of  the  5th  June,  1788,  was  read,  and 
an  amendment  being  proposed  and  agreed  to,  ordered  that  the 
same  be  transcribed. 

The  Auditor's  Report  of  the  6th  of  June  was  read,  considered, 
and  agreed  to. 

A  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly  was  admitted  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Chair  an  order  of  that  House,  which  was  reaa  as 
follows: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Wednesday,  A.  M.,  June  nth,  1788. 
On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  following  part  of  the  report  agreed  to  by 
this  House  on  the  30th  day  of  January  last  be  sent  to  the  Council 
for  their  consideration  and  concurrence,  to  wit: 

In  the  communication  from  the  Auditor,  dated  October  29th, 
1787,  is  inserted  an  extra  charge  of  the  Auditor  in  his  own  favor 
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for  services  done  in  Wilmington,  stated  to  be  full  three  months 
attendance,  for  which  he  hopes  a  reasonable  allowance.  Your 
committee  therefore  report  that  for  such  services  and  attendance 
the  Auditor  be  allowed  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hazzard  wait  on  the  Council  and  deliver 
the  same. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  Crk  of  Assembly. 

The  foregoing  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  with  their 
agreement  to  the  report  of  their  committee  on  the  communication 
of  the  Auditor  made  as  above  stated,  being  taken  into  considera- 
tion ;  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  upon  the  State  Treasurer, 
by  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  State,  for  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds,  to  be  paid  to  Eleazar  Mc- 
Comb,  Esq. ,  as  Commissioner  of  this  State,  for  attaining  a  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  thereof  against  the  United  States,  in  part 
of  his  services  in  that  business  during  the  time  of  such  his  ap- 
pointment. 

Mr.  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly, that  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  an  order  on  the  State 
Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  fifty  pounds  to  his  Excellency,  the 
President,  in  order  to  defray  his  expenses  during  his  attendance 
on  the  present  and  preceding  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly. 

In  Council,  read,  considered,  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  the  two  following  engrossed  bills  be  sent  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  by  Mr.  Horsey,  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker, 
viz:  The  bill  entitled  **An  act  directing  the  manner  and  form  of 
securities  to  be  ^iven  by  Sheriffs  for  tne  due  execution  of  their 
trust,  and  prescribing  a  time  for  their  returns  on  writs  oi  fieri 
facias'*  and  the  bill  entitled  **A  supplementary  act  to  the  act 
entitled  *An  act  for  naturalization;'  *'  also  that  the  bill  entitled 
**An  act  directing  elections  of  members  of  the  Council  in  certain 
cases  of  vacancies,*'  be  sent  for  the  consideration  and  concur- 
rence of  that  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  member  also  return  the  report  of  the 
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Auditor  of  the  5th  June*  1788,  with  its  amendments,  for  the  con- 
sideration and  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Assembly;  also  the 
report  of  the  6th  June,  1788,  thus  acted  upon  in  Council:  read« 
considered,  and  agreed  to;  and  the  resolution  for  the  payment 
of  fifty  pounds  to  his  Excellency,  the  President,  thus  acted  upon: 
read,  considered,  and  concurred  in, 

Mr.  Vining,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  engrossed  bills,  to  be 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  to  wit: 

The  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  continue  in  force  aft  act  entitled 
*A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  more  easy  and 
speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,*  passed  February  3d,  1785/  and 
for  other  purposes;*' 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  to  regulate  marriages;** 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Members  of  the 
Library  Company  of  Wilmington;" 

The  bill  entitied  *  *  An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  entitJed 
*An  act  to  increase  the  daily  allowance  to  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors 

and  Witnesses;* '' 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  'An  act  fbr  j 

the  further  security  of  the  Government;'  *' 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  appropriate  the  perquisites  aristog 

from  marriage  and  tavern  licenses;" 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  contintiing  the  powers  of  the 
collectors  of  the  State  taxes;'* 

The  bill  entided  **An  act  for  altering  the  place  of  holding  the 
general  election  for  the  present  year  in  the  County  of  Sussex;*' 

.  The  bill  entitled  *  *  An  act  to  enable  John  Warren,  administra- 
tor de  bonis  mm  of  Henry  Killen,  deceased,  to  convey  to  Rayncar  j 
Williams^  administrator  of  Elijah  Sipple,  deceased,  certain  tracts  j 
of  land  situate  in  Mispillion  Hundred,  Kent  County;** 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  supply  the  loss  of  a  deed  madeJ 
to  Benjamin  Chandler  by  the  heirs  of  Goldsmith   EI,  FolweU,] 

deceased;"  and 

The  bill  entided  *'An  act  to  empower  the  executors  of  the 
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testament  and  last  will  of  Richard  Mc William,  the  younger,  late 
of  New  Castle  County,  deceased,  to  convey  in  trust  for  uie  heirs 
and  representatives  of  Patrick  Lyons,  deceased,  a  certain  tract 
or  parcel  of  land  situate  in  Appoquinimink  Hundred,  in  the 
County  of  New  Castle;** 

And  the  said  bills,  being  severally  compared,  were  signed  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  Gordon,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  returned  the  two  engrossed  bills  sent  by  mr.  Horsey  to 
be  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  that  House;  together  with  the  bill 
entitled  **An  act  directing  the  election  of  members  of  the  Council 
in  certain  cases  of  vacancy,"  which  were  severally  compared  and 
signe'd  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following 
resolution,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Wednesday,  June  11,  1788,  A.  M. 
On  motion,  • 

Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  aflfix  the 
Great  Seal  to  the  following  laws:  * 

*  So  ends  the  record  of  the  proceedings  at  this  session. 


VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE, 


Dover,  October  20,  1788.    ; 

Divers  of  the  members  met,  but  the  number  not  being  a  quo- 
rum, adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Thursday,  the  23d. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  October  23,  1788. 

It  appears  by  the  returns  of  the  officers  of  the  several  Counties 
in  this  State,  appointed  by  law  to  be  Judges  of  Elections,  that  on 
the  first  day  of  October  instant,  at  the  usual  places  of  election  for 
the  said  Counties,  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  to  repre- 
sent the  said  Counties  in  the  Council  of  the  Delaware  State,  viz: 

For  New  Castle  Caunfy — Gunning  Bedford,  Thomas  Kean.* 

For  Kent  County — Nicholas  Ridgely. 

For  Sussex  County — George  Mitchell,  Daniel  Polk.f 

All  the  members  now  appeared  except  Mr.  Kean  and  Mr. 
Horsey. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  George 
Mitchell,  Esquire,  was  unanimously  elected. 

*  In  the  place  of  Mr.  McDonough.    f  In  the  place  of  Alexander  Laws. 
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The  Speaker,  in  the  Chair,  and  afterwards  Mr.  Bedford,  Mr. 
Ridgely,  and  Mr.  Polk,  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  made 
and  subscribed  the  declaration  of  faith  prescribed  by  the  Con- 
stitution.    [^See  note  an  page  /o.] 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  October  24,  1788. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  yesterday. 

On  motion,  by  order. 

The  rules  to  be  observed  by  the  members  of  Council,  made 
and  agreed  to  in  October,  1776,  together  with  the  addition  made 
thereto  by  Council  in  October,  1786,  were  read  and  adopted  as 
the  rules  to  be  observed  by  Council. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Kean  appeared  in  the  House  and  took  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance and  made  and  subscribed  the  declaration  of  faith  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution.     \^See  note  on  page  /o.] 

On  motion,  by  order, 
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The  bill,  read  in  Council  the  29th  of  January  last,  entitled  **An 
act  for  appointing  John  Baning,  Eleazer  McComb,  and  Nicholas 
Ridgely,  Esquires,  Commissioners  for  the  Town  of  Dover,  was 
now  read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  Mr.  Ridgely,  Mr. 
Cook,  and  Mr.  Baning,  to  report  thereon. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ridgely  be  appointed  to  supply  the  place 
of  George  Read  in  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who  was  appomted 
on  the  part  of  Council  on  the  4th  of  June,  1788. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  October  25,  1788. 

Council  met. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  Council  the  following  papers  delivered 
him  by  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  which  were  read, 
viz:  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  23CI  of  October  instant; 
a  circular  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Congress  of  the  13th  Sep- 
tember, 1788;  and  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  13th  of  the  same 
month,  for  giving  operation  to  the  new  Constitution. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  Council  the  following  verbal 
message  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  viz: 

The  House  of  Assembly  propose  to  the  honorable  the  Council 
that  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  meet,  in  the  Council  Cham- 
ber, to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  to  put  in  nomination 
persons  out  of  whom  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  two  Senators  to 
represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  agree- 
able to  the  third  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States;  it  appearing,  from  the  communication  to  this 
General  Assembly  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  13th  of  Septem- 
ber last,  for  putting  into  operation  the  said  Constitution,  that  the 
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same  hath  been  ratified  in  the  manner  therein  declared  to  be 
sufficient  for  the  establishment  thereof. 

JAS.   BOOTH,  CrJto/AsstmSfy. 

Friday.  P.  M.  Oct  24th,  1788. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ridgely  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 

with  the  following  verbal  message: 

The  Council  agree  to  the  proposal  made  by  your  honorable 
House*  of  yesterday,  for  the  meeting  of  both  Houses  of  the  Leg- 
islature in  the  Council  Chamber  to-day,  at  twelve  o'clock,  at  nooo, 
to  put  in  nomination  persons  out  of  whom  shall  be  elected  two 
Senators  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  agreeable  to  the  message  of  your  honorable  House;  ami 
the  Council  inform  your  honorable  House  that  they  will  be  ready 
to  receive  you  in  fifteen  minutes. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  table  a  letter  from  George  Read, 
Esq.,  of  the  20th  of  October,  msiant;  which  was  read* 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Holland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ^mH- 
ted  and  delivered  the  following  verbal  message: 

The  House  of  Assembly  propose  to  the  honorable  the  Council 
that  the  two  Houses  of  the  Cfeneral  Assembly  proceed  to  th«  ' 
nomination  of  persons  out  of  whom  shall  be  elected,  by  ballol, 
a  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  f 
the  County  of  Sussex,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
death  of  Williaot  Polk»  Esq.,  at  the  time  both  Houses  are  1 
vened  to  nominate  persons  for  Senators. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vandyke  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembiy 
with  the  following  verbal  message: 

The  Council  agree  to  the  proposal  of  your  honorable  HotuNS 
for  putting  in  nomination  persons  out  of  whom  to  be  cboscn  a 
Judge  to  supply  the  vacancy  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Orphans*  Court  of  Sussex  County,  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
wSliam  Polk,  Esq. 
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The  General  Assembly  met,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  nomination  of  persons  out  of  whom  shall  be  elected 
Senators  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States ;  and  also  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Orphans'  Court  for  the  Count)^  of  Sussex,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  William  Polk,  Esq. ,  when  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  nominated  for  Senators,  viz:  George  Read, 
Esq.,  Gunning  Bedford,  Junior,  Esq.,  and  Richard  Bassett,  Esq.; 
and  the  following  nominations  were  made  for  Justices  of  the 
said  Courts,  viz:  John  Clowes,  Esq.,  was  nominated  for  second 
Justice;  Alexander  Laws  for  third  Justice;  Peter  F.  Wright  for 
fourth  Justice,  and  Simon  Kollock  for  fourth  Justice. 

Resolved,  That  both  Houses  meet,  in  the  Council  Chamber, 
at  three  o'clock  this  afternoon,  to  ballot  for  Senators;  and  that 
they  proceed,  at  four  o'clock,  to  the  election  of  Justices  to 
supply  the  vacancy  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vining,  Mr.  Truitt,  and  Mr.  Vandyke  be 
a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  inform 
him  that  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  will  be  convened 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  ballot 
for  Justices  to  supply  the  vacancy  aforesaid,  and  request  the  at- 
tendance of  his  Excellency. 

Then  both  Houses  separated,  and  Council  adjourned  to  three 
o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  General  Assembly  met,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  pro- 
ceeded, by  joint  ballot^  to  the  election  of  Senators  to  represent 
this  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  the  ballots 
being  taken  and  examined,  George  Read  and  Richard  Bassett, 
Esquires,  were  declared  to  be  duly  elected. 

His  Excellency,  the  President,  being  conducted  in  by  the  com- 
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mittee,  the  President  and  General  Assembly  proceeded,  by  joint 
ballot,  to  the  election  of  Justices,  separately,  to  supply  the  va- 
cancy in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans'  Court  in  the 
County  of  Sussex,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 
John  Clowes,  Esq.,  third  Justice,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected 
second  Justice;  Alexander  Laws,  Esq.,  fourth  Justice,  was  de- 
clared to  be  duly  elected  third  Justice ;  and  Peter  F.  Wright, 
Esq.,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected  fourth  Justice  of  the  said 
Courts. 

The  President  withdrew,  both  Houses  separated,  and  Council 
adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  October  27,  1788. 
Council  met.     Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ridgely,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  by  way 
of  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  '*An  act  directing  the  manner 
and  form  of  securities  to  be  given  by  Sheriffs,  and  prescribing  a 
time  for  their  returns  on  writs  o{  fieri  facias''  the  same  was 
granted;  whereupon  he  laid  upon  table  a  bill  for  that  purpose; 
which  was  read. 

By  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  second  time  and  deferred 
for  further  consideration. 

Mr.  Bishop,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  directing 
the  time,  places  and  manner  of  holding  an  election  for  a  Repre- 
sentative of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and 
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for  appointing  Electors,  on  the  part  of  this  State,  for  choosing  a 
President  ana  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  which  was 
read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  report  of  the  Auditor, 
dated  the  24th  of  October  instant,  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  October  28,  1788. 
Council  met. 

The  bill  entitied  **An  act  directing  the  time,  place  and  manner 
of  holding  an  election  for  a  Representative,  &c.,**  was  read  the 
second  time. 

By  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  third  time  by  para* 
graphs  and  amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendments  be  transcribed  by  the 

Clerk. 

The  report  of  the  Auditor,  dated  the  24th  instant,  was  read 
and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

The  Auditor  begs  leave  to  report:  That  John  McKinly,  Esq., 
produced  to  him,  in  Wilmington,  a  small  quarto  paper  book, 
which,  he  informed  him,  he  had  fortunately  discovered  among 
some  old  papers;  that  upon  examining  the  same  he  found  it  con- 
tained accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  public  monies 
by  the  said  John  McKinly,  Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  tne  Committee 
of  New  Castle  County,  as  Military  Treasurer  of  the  said  County, 
and  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  this  State;  and  the 
Auditor  particularly  noted  that  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-two  pounds,  twelve  shillings  and  four  pence,  received  by 
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the  said  John  McKinly,  Esq.,  from  Thomas  Collins,  Esq.  on  the 
9th  day  of  November,  1776,  was  therein  credited  and  accounted 
for  in  a  settlement  made  with  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  General 
Assembly,  entered  in  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for 
February,  1777,  in  page  103. 

ELEAZER  McCOMB. 

Auditor's  Office,  Oct,  24th,  1788, 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  Monday,  P.  M.,  October  27,  1788, 
read  and  concurred  in. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  Crkof  Assembly, 

In  Council,  Tuesday,  A.  M.,  Oct.  28,  1788,  read  and  agreed 
to.  JOHN  E.  CLAYTON,  CVkofthe  CauncU, 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  report,  together  with  the  afore- 
said bill  and  amendments,  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by 
Mr.  Polk. 

By  special  order. 

The  bill  entided  **A  supplement  to  an  act  entided  'An  act  di- 
recting the  manner  and  form  of  securities  to  be  j^ven  by  Sheri& 
for  the  due  execution  of  their  trust,  and  prescribing  a  time  for 
their  returns  on  writs  of  fieri  facias,*  '*  was  read  the  third  time 
by  paragraphs  and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  the  follo>;*4ng  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  delivered  him  by  a  member  of  that  House, 
which  was  read,  as  follows: 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  I  788.  1 1  5 1 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Tuesday,  A.  M.,  Oct.  28,  1788. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  intend  to  conclude  the  .present  ses- 
sion this  evening  by  adjourning  the  same  to  a  distant  day. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  CV  k  of  Assembly. 

Mr.  Ridgely  laid  upon  the  table  a  petition  of  James  Ramsey, 
of  the  State  of  Virginia,  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

Mr.  James,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  returned  the  bill  entitled  '*A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled 
'An  act  directing  the  manner  and  form  of  securities  to  be  given 
by  Sheriffs  for  the  due  execution  of  their  trust,  and  prescribmg  a 
time  for  their  returns  on  writs  of  fieri  facias,^'  concurred  in  by. 
that  House. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Raymond,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  returned  the  bill  entitied  **An  act  directing  the  time, 
places  and  manner  of  holding  an  election  for  a  Representative  of 
this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  for  appoint- 
ing Electors,  on  the  part  of  this  State,  for  choosing  a  President 
and  Vice-President  oi  the  United  States,"  with  the  amendments 
proposed  thereto  by  Council  acceded  to  by  that  House,  to  be 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Council;  which  said  bill  was  com- 
pared and  signed  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Polk  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  said  bill,  and  also  deliver  the  other  engrossed  bill,  to 
be  signed  by  the  Speaker  thereof 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  presented  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Tuesday,  P.  M.,  Oct.  24,  1788. 
On  motion,  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
the  Great  Seal  to  the  following  laws: 
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1.  *'An  act  directing  the  time,  places  and  manner  of  holding 
an  election  for  Representative  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  appointing  Electors,  on  the  part  of 
this  State,  for  choosing  a  President  and  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States;'* 

2.  **A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  directing  the 
manner  and  form  of  securities  to  be  given  by  Sheriffs  for  the  due 
execution  of  their  trust,  and  prescribing  a  time  for  their  returns 
on  writs  of  fieri  facias,  *  *  * 

JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk  of  Assembly, 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

In  Council,  eodem  die^  read  and  concurred  in. 

Then  the  Council  allowed  the  following  accounts: 

•  To  the  Hon.  George  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Speaker,  for  lo 

days*  attendance  in  Council  and  mileage,    .    .    ,  £  1 1   120 

To  Gunning  Bedford,  Jun.,  Esq.,  for  7  do.  do.,     .    .  6  14  o 

To  Thomas  Kean,  Esq.,  5  do.  do 5     5  o 

To  Nicholas  Vandyke,  Esq.,  8  do.  do., 6  10  o 

To  John  Baning,  Esq.,  7  ao., 440 

To  John  Cook,  Esq.,  7  do.  do., 4  15  o 

To  Nicholas  Ridgely,  Esq.,  7  do 440 

To  Daniel  Polk,  Esq.,  7  do.  do., 6    40 

To  John  E.  Clayton,  for  9  days  and  paper,      ....  642 

To  Benj.  Crooks,  Doorkeeper,  6  days'  attendance,    .  250 

To  Mrs.  Battell,  for  the  use  of  a  room, 2  12  6 

;t6o     9  8 

Resolved,  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the 
above  sums,  and  that  the  same  be  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Whereupon  orders  were  drawn  and  signed  accordingly. 

The  Doorkeeper  delivered  to  the  Speaker  a  notice  of  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  12th  of  January  next,  and 
Council  adjourned  to  the  same  time. 


MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL. 


1789. 


•45 


MEMBERS*   NAMES. 


FOR  NEW  CASTLE  COUNTY : 
Nicholas  Vandyke,     Gunning  Bedford,    Thomas  Kean. 

FOR  KENT  COUNTY : 
John  Baning,  John  Cook,  Nicholas  Ridgely. 

FOR  SUSSEX  COUNTY : 
Isaac  Horsey,  Daniel  Polk,  George  Mitchell. 


VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  JANUARY,  1789. 


Dover,  January  12,  1789. 

Divers  of  the  members  met,  but  the  number  not  being  a 
quorum,  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  Saturday,  the  17th  of 
January  following. 


Saturday,  A.  M.,  January  17,  1789. 

Council  met.  Present,  Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Cook, 
Mr.  Ridgely,  and  Mr.  Horsey. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  during  the  present  sessions  the  door  of  Council 
shall  be  open  for  the  admission  of  all  orderly  persons  without  the 
bar  of  Council. 

Mr.  Ridgely  laid  before  the  Council  a  memorial  of  Dr.  James 
Sykes,  praying  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  him  to  bring  into 
this  State  certain  negroes,  which,  by  the  testament  and  last  will 
of  Robert  Goldsborough,  Esq.,  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  were 
bequeathed  him;  which  was  read  and  referred  to  Mr.  Ridgely, 
Mr.  Cook,  and  Mr.  Baning,  to  report  thereon. 
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The  petitions  trom  James  Rumsey,  of  Berkley  County,  attend- 
ed with  sundry  other  papers  relative  thereto,  were  presented  and  | 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Mr.  Ridgely,  Mr.  Van- 

dyke»  and  Mr,  Horsey,  to  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Coombs,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Ctiair  a  bill  entitled  *  'An  act  to  prevent 
the  importation  of  convicts  into  this  State;**  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  Congress,  of  the  17th  of  September,  1788,  to  the 
President  of  this  State,  and  a  recommendation  from  Con^ess»  of 
the  1 6th  of  the  same  month*  upon  which  the  aforesaid  btU  is 
founded;  which  were  severally  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

Mr.  Latimer,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  message  from  the  President,  of 
the  6th  June,  1788,  which  was  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly: 

I  have  directed  the  Secretarj'  to  lay  before  you,  for  your  inlbr* 
mation,  a  circular  letter  from  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  ABbira, 
of  the  17th  of  May  last,  and  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Con- 

fress,  of  the  12th  of  the  same  month,  with  their  enclosures* 
'hese  papers  I  would  wish  to  have  returned  after  they  have  been 
perused  by  your  honors,  as  I  purpose  to  publish  them  for  the 
general  information  of  the  citizens  at  large. 

As  I  am  persuaded  that  the  justice  of  the  Legislature  will  ex- 
tend to  compensate  for  services  rendered  to  the  State  by  the 
servants  of  the  public,  I  beg  leave  to  observe  to  your  hofiofs^ 
that  no  provision  is  made  for  various  public  duties  enjoined  to  be 
performed  by  the  Secretary  of  this  State,  and  in  discharge  of 
which  considerable  expenses  must  necessarily  be  incurred  by 
him. 

There  are  also  many  contingent  expenses  incident  to  the  due 
administration  of  Government »  such  as  the  payment  of  expresaes^ 
postage  of  public  letters^  &c.,  which  ought  to  be  provided  for 
to  prevent  the  inconvenience  which  must  otherwise  follow. 

I  am  therefore  under  the  necessity  of  suggesting  to   your 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,  I  789.  1 1 57 

honors  the  justice  and  propriety  of  making  such  provision  in 
these  respects  as  you  may  deem  consistent  with  your  wisdom, 
and  most  honorable  and  beneficial  to  the  State. 

June  6,  1788.  THOS.  COLLINS. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  following  message  from 
the  President,  together  with  the  several  letters  and  their  enclo- 
sures therein  referred  to,  which  were  severally  read: 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

During  your  late  recess,  the  following  public  letters  have  been 
received  by  me,  which  I  have  directed  the  Secretary  to  communi- 
cate to  you,  with  their  inclosures,  to  wit:  from  the  Convention  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  of  the  26th  of  July  last ;  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  of  the  28th  of  June,  and  from 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  said  State,  of  the  20th  of  November; 
from  the  President  of  the  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  of  the 
1 2th  and  24th  of  August;  and  from  the  President  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  South  Carolina,  of  the  24th  of  May  last. 

The  Secretary  will  also  lay  before  your  honors  a  printed  copy 
of  the  journals  of  Congress,  from  the  20th  of  August  last  to  uie 
end  of  the  federal  year. 

As  it  does  not  appear  from  the  journals  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly that  any  provision  has  been  made  for  the  contingent  expen- 
ses of  government,  recommended  in  my  message  of  the  sixth 
day  of  June  last,  I  must  earnestly  entreat  the  attention  of  your 
honors  to  that  business.  And  upon  this  subject,  I  cannot  forbear 
to  observe  that  the  multiplicity  of  post-offices,  erected  upon  the 
state  road  to  Wilmington,  and  the  extravagant  rates  demanded 
for  the  portage  of  letters,  appear  burthensome  to  the  community. 
Under  what  authority  those  offices  are  instituted,  or  these  rates 
demanded,  I  am  unable  to  ascertain,  nor  will  my  present  indis- 
position permit  me  to  take  steps  for  that  purpose ;  but  I  conceive 
their  existence  to  be  an  evil  that  requires  legislative  inquiry  ;  and 
upon  this  business  perhaps  your  honors  can  obtain  information 
from  the  Post-Master  of  this  State,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  THOMAS   COLLINS. 

Belmont,  January  14,  1789. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P,  M. 


Council  met 


The  committee  appointed  on  the  24th  of  November  last  to 
consider  the  bill  for  appointing  Commissioners  for  the  Town  of 
Dover,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read,  as  follows: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  *'An  act 
for  appointing  John  Baning,  Eleazer  McComb,  and  Nicholas 
Ridgely,  Elsquires,  Commissioners  for  the  Town  of  Dover,  and 
for  other  purposes,*'  beg  leave  to  report:  That  they  think  the 
clause  in  that  bill  for  selling  lots  and  confirming  titles  are  proper. 
but  all  of  the  other  clauses  should  be  entirely  rejected.  They 
also  think  there  should  be  a  clause  in  tl>e  bill  for  regulating  and 
ascertaining  the  streets  that  have  been  already  laid  out,  to  be 
done  from  the  best  documents  to  be  found.  The  want  of  such  a 
regulation  is  a  growing  evil,  and  the  sooner  it  is  prevented  the 
fewer  disputes  there  will  be*  , 

Read  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rid^ely,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
altering  the  manner  of  levying  executions  to  be  issued  by  Jusdcea  j 
of  the  Peace  in  certain  cases,  and  for  lessening  the  number  of 
Constables,  the  same  was  granted;  whereupon  he  laid  before  the 
Council  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  which  was  read» 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entided  ''An  act  to  prevent  the  importation  of  convicts 
into  this  State/"  was  read  the  second  time.     Deferred  for  further 

consideration. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning.  10  o'clock. 
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Monday,  A.  M.,  January  19,  1789. 

The  Council  met.     Present  the  same  members  as  on  Satiu'day. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  altering  the  mode  of  levying 
executions  to  be  issued  by  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  certain  cases, 
and  for  lessening  the  number  of  Constables,"  was  read  the  second 
time  and  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock.  ^ 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.     Mr.  Polk  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  memorial  of  Doctor 
James  Sykes,  of  the  17th,  now  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  read  and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

That  your  committee  have  taken  into  their  consideration  the 
law  of  this  State  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
slaves,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  being  satisfied  that  the  feicts 
alleged  in  the  said  memorial  are  true,  do  now  report,  that,  in 
their  opinion,  a  supplementary  act  to  the  above  recited  law  should 
be  enacted,  extending  liberty  to  devisees  to  bring  into  this  State 
slaves  devised  to  them,  and  also  to  those  persons  within  this 
State  who  may  become  entitled  to  such  property  as  heirs  or  rep- 
resentatives to  any  person  or  persons  dying  intestate. 

By  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  manner  of  levying 
executions  to  be  issued  by  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  certain  cases, 
and  for  lessening  the  number  of  Constables,"  was  read  the  third 
time  by  paragraphs,  and,  being  amended,  passed  the  House.. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  concurrence. 
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The  bill  before  the  Council  in  the  session  of  June  last»  entitled 
''An  act  to  provide  for  the  appropriation  of  such  certificates  of 
depreciation  as  have  not  been  daimed  by  the  persons  justly  enti* 
tied  to  receive  the  same,  *  *  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mn  Vandyke,  Mr.  Ridgely*  and  Mr  Cook 
take  the  said  bill  into  consideration  and  report  thereon. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitions  of  James 
Rumsey,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to, 
as  follows: 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  examined  I 
the  act  of  Assembly  for  granting  and  securing  to  John  Fitch  the 
sole  and  exclusive  right  of  making,  constructing,  and  employing 
the  steamboat  by  him  latety  invented,  for  a  hmited  time,    and 
find  by  that  act  the  said  Fitch  hath  had  granted  to  him  the  sole 
and  exclusive  right  of  making,  constructing,  using,  employing, 
and  navigating  all  and  every  species  or  kind  of  boat  or  water 
craft  which  may  be  impelled,  urged  or  driven  through  the  water . 
by  the  application,   force,   or  agency  of  steam  or  fire,   applied  1 
in   any    manner  whatsoever.      That   during   the   operation    of 
that  act  they  do  not  think  it  right  that  Mr.  Fitch  should  be  de- 
prived of  the  benefits  of  it  without  a  hearing.     Your  committeeJ 
Cropose  that  a  joint  committee  of  the  General  Assembly  should] 
e  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the  parties  on  this  subject] 
on  the  27th  instant,  die  said  Fitch  having  four  days  previous 
notice.     As  to  the  other  parts  of  Mr,  Rumsey*s  petition,  to  have 
an  exclusive  right  in  the  application  of  steam  to  other  machines 
than  that  of  boats,  as  particularly  specified,  they  are  of  opinion 
he  should  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 


Mr.  Charles  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
admitted,  and  presented  to  the  Chair  the  bill  entitled  *'An  act  Coj 
incorporate  the  physicians  of  the  Delaware  State,  and  for  other] 
purposes  therein  mentioned,**  and  a  paper  containing  two  amaid*i 
ments  proposed  to  the  amendments  offered  by  Council  the  29tli| 
of  May  last  to  the  said  bill,  which  were  read,  and  a  furibc 
amendment  being  proposed  to  the  said  two  amendments  and*^ 
agreed  to, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  returned  to  the  House  of  i 

for  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  rooming. 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,   I  789.  1 1 61 


Tuesday,  A.  M.,  January  20,  1789. 
Council  met. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  two  members  be  appointed,  on  the  part  of 
Council,  as  a  joint  committee  to  hear  Mr.  Rumsey  and  Mr.  Fitch 
on  the  subject  of  the  steamboat,  on  the  27th  inst. 

The  members  appointed  on  the  part  of  Council,  are  Mr.  Van- 
dyke and  Mr.  Cook. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent,  with  the 
report  of  the  committee,  by  Mr.  Ridgely,  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly for  concurrence. 

Agreeable  to  leave  given,  a  bill  was  presented  and  read»  enti- 
tled **An  act  for  creating  original  junsdiction  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  this  State  in  certain  cases,  to  prevent  the  removal  of 
suits  from  the  County  Court  of  Common  Pleas  after  issue  is 
joined  therein,  and  to  prevent  the  abatement  of  suits.*' 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeable  to  leave  eiven  upon  the  memorial  of  Doctor  James 
Svkes,  a  bill  was  laid  oefore  Council  and  read,  entitled  *'A  sup- 
plement to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
slaves,  and  for  other  purposes.*' 

By  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and  a 
third  time  by  paragraphs,  and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  transcribed  and  sent,  together 
with  the  memorial  upon  which  it  is  founded,  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  consideration  and  concurrence. 

The  communication  from  the  Auditor,  of  the  4th  of  June,  1788, 
was  read,  and  an  amendment  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  amendment  be  transcribed  and  sent  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Vining,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  returned  the  resolution  of  the  Council  upon  the  petitions 
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of  James  Rumsey,  disagreed  to,  the  several  papers  which  ac- 
companied the  same,  and  delivered  to  the  Speaker  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read: 

Resolution  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  upon  the  pe- 
titions of  James  Rumsey,  instead  of  the  resolution  offered  by  the 
Council; 

Resolved,  That  Thursday,  the  29th  day  of  this  month,  be 
assigned  for  hearing  James  Rumsey  and  John  Fitch,  before  the 
General  Assembly,  at  Dover,  on  the  subject  of  the  steamboat; 
that  both  Houses  meet  for  that  purpose  at  the  time  aforesaid,  in 
the  Council  Chamber;  and  that  James  Rumsey,  or  his  agent, 
give  to  the  said  John  Fitch  four  days  previous  notice  of  this  reso- 
lution. 

Whereupon 

Resolved,  That  Council  concur  in  the  said  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  returned  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Co^mcil  met. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  prevent  the  importation  of  con- 
victs into  this  State,*'  was  read  the  third  time,  by  paragraphs, 
and  several  amendments  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  consideration. 

Mr.  James,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  returned  the  communication  from  the  Auditor,  as 
amended  by  Council,  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  deliver  to  the  State  Treasurer  a  copy 
of  the  aforesaid  communication. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Wednesday,  January  21,  1789. 
Council  met. 

Mr.  Bishop,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  presented  to  the  Chair  the  Auditor's  Report  of  this  day, 
which  was  read,  stating  that  there  b  due  to  Capt.  Robert  Kirk- 
wood  the  sum  of  fifty-eight  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  two  pence, 
thus  acted  upon: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  A.  M.,  January  21,  1789,  read, 
considered,  and  agreed  to. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  Crko/Assemify. 

Mr.  Cooper,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  returned  the  bill  entitled  *'An  act  to  prevent  the  impor- 
tation of  convicts  into  this  State/'  together  with  the  amendments 
proposed  thereto  by  Council,  all  of  which,  except  the  fourth  and 
fifth,  were  rejected. 

The  Council  then  took  into  consideration  the  ist,  2d,  3d  and 
6th  amendments,  and  upon  the  question  to  recede  fi'om  the  first 
amendment,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Council  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  second,  third  and  sixth 
amendments,  and  upon  the  question  to  adhere  to  the  same,  it 
unanimously  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  aforesaid  paper  of  amendments  be  sent  to 
the  House  of  Assembly  for  reconsideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ridgely  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  payment  of  money  into  the  Treasunr  of  the  United 
States  for  a  limited  time,  the  same  was  grantecl;  whereupon  he 
laid  before  the  House  a  bill  for  that  purpose;  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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EoDEM  Die.  P.  M. 


Council  met. 


On  motion,  ordered,  that  Mr  Vandyke,  Mr.  Rideely,  and  Mr. 
Cook  be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  revising* ' 
the  fees  of  the  different  officers  of  this  State. 

Mr.  Truitt»  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 

and  returned  the  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  prevent  the  importation 
of  convicts  into  this  State, ' '  and  the  amendments  of  Council,  ac- 
companied with  the  following  resolution: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Wednesday,  January  21,  17S9. 

Mn  Ridgely,  a  member  of  the  Council,  was  admitted  and  re- 
turned the  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  prevent  the  importation  of 
convicts  into  this  State/*  with  the  paper  of  amendments,  to  the 

2d,  3d  and  6th  of  which  the  Council  adhere. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  by  each  House  lo 
confer  on  the  subject  of  the  said  disputed  amendments,   and 

report  thereon. 

The  members  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  are:  Mr 
Vining,  Mr.  Porter,  and  Mr  James. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  CV k  of  Aisemhfy. 

Read,  considered,  and  disagreed  to. 

The  Auditor's  Report,  of  this  day,  upon  the  accounts  of  Capul 
Robert  Kirkwood,  was  read,  and  an  amendment  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  returned  for  the  consideration  of 
the  House  of  Assembly, 

Mr  Wright,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admsi-i 
ted  and  delivered  a  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  dissolve  the  mar 
of  James  Hathaway  with  Mary,  his  wife,"  together  wnth  the  ^ 
tion  and  sundry  other  papers  upon  which  the  said  bill  is  foimdedj 
which  were  read. 
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The  said  bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and  the  third  time,  by 
paragraphs,  and  an  amendment  proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same,  together  with  the  resolution  for  ap- 
pointing a  committee  of  conference,  be  returned  to  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  A.  M.,  January  22,  1789. 
Council  met. 

The  Qerk  of  the  Council  laid  before  the  Speaker  the  Auditor's 
report  upon  the  accounts  of  Capt.  Robert  Kirkwood,  and  the 
amendment  of  Council  acceded  to. 

Mr.  Cook  laid  before  the  Council  a  petition  from  Gersham 
Johnson,  with  sundry  other  papers;  which  were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met.  Mr.  Bedford  and  Mr.  Kean  appeared  in  Council 
and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Broom,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  a  bill,  which  was  read,  entitled  ''An  act  to  grant 
to  Joseph  Anderson  and  Matthias  Kerlin,  Jr.,  an  exclusive  right 
to  keep  stage  carriages  on  the  public  post-road  leading  through 
the  State  of  Delaware  between  the  City  of  Philadelphia  and  toe 
Town  of  Baltimore,"  and  the  petition  upon  which  the  said  bill  is 
founded* 
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Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  a  message  from  the  Hottse  ofi 

Assembly,  which  was  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

A  Message  to  the  Council  from  the  House  of  Assembly, 
Gcntitmen :  * 

The  message  received  from  your  honorable  house,  in  ax 
to  a  resolution  of  this  house,  proposing  a  committee  of  confcrenc 
relative  to  a  depending  bill,  has  highly  astonished  and  alarmed 
us. 

The  circumstance  of  rejecting  a  proposal  from  either  house,  lo 
confer  with  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  other,  for  tl 
purpose  of  mutual  communication  and  information,  we  cQncei%*cJ 
to  be  equally  unprecedented  in  form,  and  dangerous  in  its  paliti* 
cal  tendency.     We  do  not  mean  to  engage  in  a  mere  altercatkici- 
about  form  ;  we  are  only  sorry,  in  the  present  instance,  that  we 
are  obliged  to  complain  of  an  infringement  of  a  legislative  and j 
parliamentary  custom. 

When  two  branches  of  lej^islature  are  so  constructed  as 
make  a  concurrence  constitutionally  requisite,  in  order  to  effa 
public  business,  and  are  so  organized  as  to  operate  as  redpr 
checks  upon  each  other,  frequent  communications  are 
essential.  Such  communications,  we  apprehend,  are  regutari) 
to  be  accomplished  by  committees  of  conference,  appomted  b| 
the  respective  houses.  The  reason  and  expediency  of  q>point« 
menis  of  this  nature  are  too  cogent  and  obvious  now  to  be  en- 
larged upon. 

The  message  received  from  your  honorable  bouse  has  left  us^ 
with  respect  to  the  bill  at  present  in  controversy,  without  alter- 
native. We  cannot,  as  we  conceive,  consistent  with  the  «iarrr*f^ 
duty  which  we  owe  to  our  constituents  and  to  < 
in  the  amendments  offered  to  us,  widiout  fui 
from  your  honorable  house.  This  information,  at  leaait  in  the 
usual  way,  you  have  denied  us. 

Admitting  that  the  Council  have  an  absolute  and  consdtut 
right  of  rejecting  any  proposals  which  may  be  made  by  thi 
house,  we  cannot  help  expressing  our  r^ret  and  surpiise,  tha 
the  exercise  of  the  power  was  not  reserved  for  an  occasion  more 
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weighty  and  important  than  the  one  which  now  engages  our 
attention  ;  and  we  are  equally  sorry,  that  the  urgent  business  of 
the  State  should  be  obstructed  by  delays,  which  we  conceive 
might  have  been  avoided,  but  have  now  become  indispensible. 

The  preservation  of  that  dignity  which  each  house  owes  to  itself, 
and  relatively  to  each  other,  we  take  to  be  the  surest  means  of 
preserving  the  harmony  so  necessary  in  all  deliberative  assem- 
blies, and  so  essential  to  the  discharge  of  our  respective  duties. 

Should  your  honorable  house  concur  with  us  in  the  ideas  which 
we  have  now  addressed  to  you,  and  agree  to  reconsider  your 
message  of  yesterday,  we  shall  rejoice  in  the  prospect  of  a 
system  of  confidence,  and  an  honorable  discharge  of  the  duties 
intrusted  to  us  ;  but  should  you,  on  the  other  hand,  persevere  in 
a  line  of  conduct  so  different  from  the  one  heretofore  pursued,  we 
have  only  to  lament,  that  one  of  the  most  useful  purposes  for 
which  two  branches  of  the  legislature  were  created,  '  *  That  of 
uniting  their  wisdom  and  councils  for  the  general  benefit  of  the 
State,'*  must  necessarily  be  destroyed. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Dover,  22d  January,  1789.  JEHU  DAVIS,  Speaker, 

The  memorial  of  Joseph  Anderson  and  Matthias  Kerlin  was 
presented  and  read. 

Ord^ed  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  to  ^nt  Joseph  Anderson  and  Mat- 
thias Kerlin,  Jr.,  an  exclusive  right  to  keep  stage  carriages  on 
the  public  post-road,  &c.,"  was  read  a  second  time  and  unani- 
mously rejected. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  and  the  several  papers  which  ac- 
companied the  same,  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  bill  entided  **An  act  to  prevent  the  payment  of  any  money 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  a  limited  time,*'  was 
read  a  second  time  and  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

ThiB  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  creating  original  jurisdiction  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  &c.,*'  was  read  a  second  time  and  deferred 
for  fiirther  consideration. 
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On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bedford  be  added  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  fees. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  message  be  transcribed  and  sent 
to  the  House  of  Assembly: 

An  Answer  from  the  Council  to  a  Message  from  the 

House  of  Assembly. 
Gentlemen : 

The  Council  have  taken  into  consideration  the  message  this 
afternoon  received  from  your  honorable  House,  and  are  truly 
surprised  that  the  exercise  of  a  right  so  clearly  established  should 
become  a  matter  of  astonishment  and  alarm.  Where  rights  are 
defined  and  well  ascertained,  we  conceive  a  precedent  unneces- 
sary to  justify  us  in  our  conduct,  should  that  be  wanting;  but 
we  are  not  without  even  that  authority. 

Had  your  honorable  House  given  a  single  reason  for  your 
rejection  of  the  amendments  proposed  by  Council,  we  should 
perhaps  have  thought  a  conference  more  eligible  than  we  did. 
Extraordinary  modes  of  legislation  should  not  be  adopted  but 
on  extraordinary  occasions.  The  object  of  the  bill,  even  in  the 
most  perfect  state  it  could  have  been  formed,  was  certainly  not 
worth  the  time  that  had  fruitlessly  been  spent  on  it  previous  to 
your  proposal  for  a  conference,  much  less  to  waste  more  without 
a  certainty  of  agreement. 

Council  are  not  so  very  tenacious  of  former  opinions  3s  obsti- 
nately to  adhere  to  them  could  they  be  satisfied  they  were  wrong; 
but  until  this  is  done  they  think  they  should  be  wanting  in  duty 
to  their  constituents  to  recede  from  them  and  to  permit  estab- 
lished privileges  of  Council  to  be  infringed. 

We  lament  exceedingly  that  your  honorable  House  should 
suffer  the  harmony  of  the  Legislature  to  be  interrupted  on  so 
trifling  an  occasion,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  the  most  useful 
purposes  for  which  two  branches  of  the  Legislature  were  created 
may  not  be  destroyed. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Council, 

GEORGE  MITCHELL,  Speaker, 

Dover,  January  22d,  1789. 
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Ordered^  That  the  Auditor's  report  upon  the  accounts  of  Capt. 
Kirkwood  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  Mr.  Kean. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  January  23,  1789. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  act  entitled  **An  act 
for  creating  original  jurisdiction  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 
State  in  certain  cases,  and  to  prevent  the  removal  of  suits  from 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  after  issue  is  joined  therein,  and  to 
prevent  the  abatement  of  suits,"  and  some  time  being  spent 
therein,  the  same  was  deferred  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  ^  to  provide  for 
such  certificates  as  have  not  been  claimed  by  persons  justly  enti- 
tled to  the  same,  beg  leave  to  report:  That  they  have  considered 
the  same  and  are  of  opinion  it  should  not  be  passed,  because  it 
will  draw  into  dispute  uie  right  of  depreciation  certificates,  which 
we  think  hath  already  been  regulated  by  former  laws,  excei)t  so 
far  as  the  same  relates  to  cases  where  this  State  hath  not  received 
credit  for  the  same  by  the  United  States. 

Read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Vining,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Speaker  a  message,  which  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows: 
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A  Message  from  the  House  of  Assembly  in  answer  to  a 
Message  from  the  Council. 

Gentfemen  : 

The  House  of  Assembly  have  received  the  message  from  your 
honorable  house,  and  still  adhere  to  the  idea  that  their  rejecfioii 
of  the  proposed  committee  of  conference,  as  made  by  this  house,  , 
was  of  the  first  impression.  We  conceive  that  Council  have  not 
taken  the  proper  discrimination  between  a  constitutional  right, 
which  we  admitted,  and  the  breach  of  a  parliamentary  custom  of 
which  we  complained. 

The  House  of  Assembly  remain  yet  to  be  convinced,  that  a 
precedent,  similar  in  its  nature,  has  ever  existed,  or  has  ever  been 
exercised  by  either  the  House  of  Assembly  or  the  Council,  pre- 
vious to  the  present  instance.  Upon  this  occasion  the  House 
of  Assenbly  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  attention  of  the  hon- 
orable Council  the  several  messages  which  passed  between  the 
Houses  in  the  May  session  of  1786,  where  they  will  find  the' 
points  at  present  in  controversy  fully  ascertained  and  explained. 

As  to  the  supposed  insignificance  of  the  bill  now*  in  questioa, 
it  only  furnishes  us  with  an  instance,  that  even  on  trifling  occal^t 
sions,  encroachments  may  be  made  by  one  House  on  the  acctis* 
tomed  privileges  of  the  other  ;  and  besides,  it  is  a  respect  in  our 
judgments  due  to  any  bill  originating  in  either  House,  that  il 
should  not,  unless  rejected  in  the  usual  w^y,  be  entirely  lost ;  the 
adoption  of  the  rights  now  daimed  establishes  this  dangerous , 
precedent. 

If  your  honorable  House  will  only  consider  the  progressive 
state  of  this  business,  they  will  find  that  not  only  custom,  but 
parliamentary  propriety,  suggests  abundant  ailment  why  the 
reasons  of  adhering  to  their  several  amendments  shoukl  ha^T 
been  communicated  to  this  House,  either  by  w^ay  of  message  or 
by  means  of  a  committee  of  conference  ;  otherwise  any  bill,  even 
of  the  utmost  importance,  might  be  eventually  lost,  without  sudt^ 
satisfactory  information  as  might  respectively  induce  the  different 
Houses  to  recede  from  error  or  to  have  passed  a  salutary  law. 

Under  the  firmest  persuasion  therefore,  that  the  reasons  <A 
rejection  should  have  preceded  the  disagreement  of  Council  lo 
the  conference,  we  trust  that,  let  the  sentiments  of  Council  be  cvo" 
so   well   established  as  to  their  right,  they  will  be  cautioos  of 
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drawing  into  precedent  a  principal  which  in  its  efTects  may  defeat 
the  wisest  purposes  of  legislation. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Dover,  January  22d,  1789.  JEHU  DAVIS,  Speaker, 

Mr.  Bedford  laid  before  the  Council  a  petition  of  John  Fitch, 
of  Philadelphia,  which  was  read,  praying  that  the  application  of 
James  Rumsey  may  not  be  permitted  to  interfere  with  the  exclu- 
sive right  heretofore  granted  to  him. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

The  Joint  Committee  of  Finance  made  their  report,  which  was 
read  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  P.  M.,  January  24,  1789. 
Council  met.     Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  A.  M.,  Jan.  26th,  1789. 

Council  met.     Absent,  Mr.  Polk. 

By  special  order,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  the  pay- 
ment of  any  money  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,"  was 
read  the  third  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P,  M* 


Council  met 


The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  add  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
revising  the  fees  of  the  different  offices  of  this  State,  laid  a  bill 
before  Council  entitled  *'An  act  for  regulating  and  establishing 
fees,"  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  Auditor's  report,  <hXcd 
20th  October,  1788,  upon  a  letter  from  Nathaniel  Mitchell,  Esq., 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  a  memorial  from 
the  said  N.  Mitchell,  with  a  report  of  a  committee  thereon,  which 
were  read. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read : 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  January  26,  1789. 

The  House  of  Assembly  took  into  consideration  the  report  of 
the  Auditor,  dated  the  2otn  of  October  last,  upon  the  accounts  of 
Nathaniel  Mitchell,  Esq.;  and  also  the  report  of  a  comnruttee 
upon  the  memorial  of  tlie  said  N,  Mitchell,  and  thereupon 

Remhedy  That  there  was  due  to  the  said  N.  MitcheU,  for  his 
attendance  as  Delegate  from  this  State  to  Congress,  from  the  26ith 
day  of  December,  1787,  to  the  12th  September,  1788,  including 
his  traveling  charges,  ;^36o,  of  w^hich  he  has  received  jC^5»  ^^ 
that  there  is  due  to  him  the  sum  of  £%^. 

Sent  for  concurrence.  J  AS.   BOOTH.  C  H,  A. 

Read  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  January  27,  1789. 
Council  met. 

Mr.  Holland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  delivered  the  following  message,  which  was  read: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  January  26,  1789. 
On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Committee  of  Finance  make  a  com- 
plete adjustment  of  the  Loan  Office  accounts  of  Kent  County 
and  report  the  same. 

Sent  for  concurrence.  JAS.  BOOTH,  C  H.  A, 

Mr.  Gordon,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  returned  the  bill  entided  "An  act  to  prevent  the  payment 
of  any  money  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,"  rejected. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  upon 
the  report  of  their  committee  on  the  accounts  of  N.  Mitchell, 
Esq.,  and  the  several  papers  accompanying  the  same,  be  re- 
turned. 

Ordered,  That  Council  concur  in  the  order  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  the  complete  adjustment  of  the  Loan  Office  ac- 
counts, and  that  the  same  be  returned  by  Mr.  Kean. 

A  remonstrance  and  petition  from  several  of  the  clergymen  of 
the  Episcopal  and  Presbyterian  churches  was  presented  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

A  memorial  and  remonstrance  from  divers  clergymen  of  this 
State  was  read,  which,  with  the  remonstrance  read  this  fore- 
noon, was  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  to  report  thereon. 
The  members  appointed  are  Mr.  Bedford,  Mr.  Cook,  and  Mr. 
Horsey. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  regulating  and  establishing  fees" 
was  read  a  second  time. 

By  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  by 
paragraphs,  and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Wednesday,  A.  M.,  January  28th,  1789. 

Council  met.     Present  all  the  members. 

Mr.  Raymond,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **A  supplement 
to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  slaves, 
and  for  other  purposes,'  *'  concurred  in. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  engrossed. 

The  same  member  also  delivered,  for  the  concurrence  of  Coun- 
cil, a  bill  entitled  "An  additional  supplementary  act  to  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  slaves,  and  for 
other  purposes;'  "  and  thirteen  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  altering  the  manner  of  levying  executions  to 
be  issued  by  Justices,  &c. ;"  and  the  said  bill. 
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The  Council  proceeded  to  consider  the  aforesaid  amendments, 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  postponed  the  same  to  this 
afternoon. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  additional  supplementary  act  to  an  act 
entitled  *An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  slaves,  and  for 
other  purposes,*  '*  was  read. 

By  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  a  second  time  and  deferred  for 
further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  this  forenoon,  the  Council  resumed 
the  consideration  of  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill  entitled 
**An  act  for  altering  the  manner  of  levying  executions  to  be 
issued  by  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  certain  cases,  and  for  lessening 
the  number  of  Constables,*'  and  the  question  being  put  to  agree 
to  the  said  bill,  as  amended,  and  the  yeas  and  nays,  required  by 
Mr.  Bedford,  are  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Ridgely,  Mr.  Horsey,  Mr. 
Polk. 

Nays — Mr.  Vandyke,  Mr.  Bedford,  Mr.  Kean. 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled 
*  *  An  additional  supplementary  act  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  to 
prevent  the  exportation  of  slaves,  and  for  other  purposes,'  *' 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  last  enacting  clause  was 
referred  to  Mr.  Ridgely,  Mr.  Vandyke,  and  Mr.  Polk,  to  report 
thereon. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Thursday,  A.  M.,  January  29,  1789, 


Council  met. 


Mr.  Bishop,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  the  following  papers,  which  were  read:  A  letter 
from  Dyre  Kearney  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 
his  accounts,  and  the  report  of  the  Auditor  thereupon;  also  the 
tollowing  resolution  J  viz; 

In  the  House  of  Assemblv, 

Wednesday,  P.  M.,  January  2S,  1789^ 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  Dyre 
Kearney,  Esq.,  and  the  Auditor's  report,  dated  the  27th  instant, 
upon  the  accounts  of  the  said  Dyre  Kearney^  brought  in  their 
report,  which  was  read»  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  there  was  due  to  the  said  Dyre  Kearney.  Esq., 
for  his  attendance  as  a  Delegate  from  this  State  to  Congress, 
from  the  i8th  day  of  January,  1788  to  the  14th  day  of  October 
following,  including  his  traveling  charges,  ;^54o,  of  which  he 
has  received  ;{^300,  and  that  there  is  due  to  him  the  sum  of  ;^24a 


Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS.  BOOTH.  C  H.  A. 


The  petition  of  Thomas  Shipley,  Caleb  Seal,  and  Joseph  Sted- 
ham,  was  read,  praying  relief  from  an  act  entitled  '*An  act  for 
the  better  regulation  of  the  roads  in  New  Castle  County/* 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
additional  supplementary  act  to  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  pre\*ent 
the  exportation  of  slaves,  and  for  other  purposes,**  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  last 
mentioned  bill,  and  some  amendments  being  agreed  to,  ordered 
that  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  for  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 
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EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

The  Council  and  the  House  of  Assembly  met  in  the  Council 
Chamber  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  for  hearing  James 
Rumsey  and  John  Fitch  on  the  subject  of  tne  steamboat. 

A  petition  from  James  Rumsey,  by  his  agent,  Joseph  Barnes, 
was  read,  praying  that  he  may  be  heard  by  counsel  on  the  busi- 
ness aforesaid  in  case  Mr.  Fitch  should  be  indulged  with  that 
privilege. 

Resolved^  That  •  the  said  parties  be  heard  either  by  counsel  or 
personally,  at  their  election,  but  that  they  be  restricted  so  that 
neither  party  may  be  permitted  to  speak  more  than  twice  upon 
the  main  subject,  and  not  oftener  upon  a  collateral  point. 

Whereupon  the  General  Assembly,  having  heard  James  Rum- 
sey by  Joshua  Fisher,  his  counsel,  and  Richard  Wells,  on  the 
behalf  of  John  Fitch,  and  also  the  said  Joshua  Fisher  in  reply, 
both  Houses  separated,  and  Council  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 


Friday,  A.  M.,  January  30,  1789. 

Council  met,  and  having  taken  into  consideration  the  sutnect 
in  dispute  between  Mr.  Rumsey  and  Mr.  Fitch  proceededf  as 
follows: 

Whereas,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  a  power 
is  reserved  to  the  General  Government  to  promote  the  progress 
of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  securing,  tor  limited  times,  to 
authors  and  inventors  the  exclusive  right  of  their  respective 
writing  and  discoveries;  and  as  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  is  in  full  operation  in  this  State  by  eleven  States  having 
acceded  thereto,  tnis  State  being  one;  therefore 
148 


1 1  78  MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 

Resolved,  That  the  application  of  Mr.  Rumsey,  for  the  exclu- 
sive privilege  of  making  and  using  certain  macnines,  said  to  be 
invented  by  him,  be  referred  to  the  United  States  in  Congress 
for  decision. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

The  petition  from  Thomas  Shipley,  Caleb  Seal,  and  Josqph 
Stedham,  was  referred  to  a  committee  to  report  thereon.  Tftc 
members  are  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Vandyke,  and  Mr.  Kean. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Shipley,  Caleb  Seal,  and  Joseph  Stedham,  for  vacating  the  road 
leaning  from  Christiana  Ferry  to  Brandywine  Bridge,  was  read, 
and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  purpose  of  vacating  the  said  road  agreeable  to  Uie  prayer  of 
their  petition,  at  the  next  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  give  public  notice  of  their  application  in  the 
Wilmington  newspapers,  at  least  six  weeks  preceding  the  next 
sessions  of  the  Legislature,  by  continuing  such  notice  for  three 
weeks,  in  order  that  any  persons  having  objections  to  such  bill 
may  then  be  heard. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Saturday,  A.  M.,  January  31,  1789. 
Council  met. 

Mr.  Holland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  presented  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  read: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Friday,  A.  M.,  January  31,  1789. 
On  motion, 

Resolvedy  That  it  is  the  intention  of  this  House  to  conclude 
the  present  sessions  on  Monday  evening,  by  adjourning  the  same 
to  a  distant  day. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH,  C.  H,  A, 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  bill  entitled  **An  addi- 
tional supplementary  act  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  to  prevent 
the  exportation  of  slaves,  and  for  other  purposes,*  *'  with  two 
amendments,  which  were  read  and  deferred  for  further  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  the  Speaker  of  the  Council,  prayed  leave  to 
resign  his  seat  in  the  Chair,  which  was  granted. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  Mr. 
Vandyke  was  unanimously  chosen  and  took  his  seat. 

Council  having  taken  into  consideration  the  amendments  pro- 
posed to  the  bill  entitled  **An  additional  supplementary  act  to  an 
act  entitled  *An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  slaves,  &c.,'  '* 
proposed  divers  amendments  thereto. 

Ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  considera- 
tion. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  from  Thomas  Shipley,  Caleb  Seal, 
and  Joseph  Stedham,  and  the  resolution  of  the  Council  thereon, 
be  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  conciu-rence. 
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Mr.  Bishop,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  regulating  and 
establishing  fees,"  with  two  amendments  proposed,  which  were 
taken  into  consideration,  and  two  further  amendments  being  pro- 
posed, ordered  that  the  same  be  returned  for  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  returned  the  petition  of  Thomas  Shipley,  Caleb  Seal, 
and  Joseph  Stedham,  with  the  resolution  of  the  Council  thus 
acted  upon : 

**  In  the  House  of  Assembly,  January  30,  1789:  Read  and  con- 
curred in.'* 

Mr.  Charles  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was 
admitted  and  returned  the  bill  entitied  **An  act  for  regulating 
and  establishing  fees,**  and  the  paper  of  amendments  acceded  to. 

Ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  Council  having  taken  into  consideration  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  upon  the  Auditor's  report  upon  the  ac- 
counts of  Dyre  Kearney, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  concurred  in. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolution,  and  papers  accompan>nng 
the  same,  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assemoly. 

The  committee  appointed  to  complete  the  adjustment  of  the 
Loan  Office  accounts  of  Kent  County,  brought  in  their  report, 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 
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Simon    W.   IVt/son,  Loan   Officer  of  Kent  County,  in  account 
with  the  Delaware  State. 

DR. 

To  monies  received  on  the  emission  of  1746,  .    .  j[^    286  13    8 

1759, .  .     527  10  ^% 

1776,  .  .   696  o  3 

1785, .  .       77  13  5 

;^i587  17  11^ 

CR. 

By  monies  actually  let  out, £^   393  6  iij4 

By  3  years  and  9  months  salary,  @  ;^30  per  an.,        112  10  o 
By  cash  paid  E.  McComb,  for  the  redemption  of 

Bills  of  Credit, 50  6  2 

By  balance  due  the  Delaware  State,      1031  14  \o% 

;gi587  17  11^ 

The  Committee  of  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  accounts 
of  S.  W.  Wilson,  Trustee  of  the  Loan  Office  of  Kent  County, 
for  a  final  settlement  with  that  officer,  beg  leave  to  report:  That 
they  have  examined  the  said  officer  in  order  to  make  him  a  party 
in  the  business,  and,  after  allowing  him  all  his  charges  against 
the  State,  find  a  balance  of  ;^i03i  :  14  :  10^  in  his  hands  unac- 
counted for. 

JOHN  COOK, 
NICHOLAS  RIDGELY, 

Members  of  Council, 

THOMAS  MONTGOMERY, 
JACOB  BROOM, 
JOHN  VINING, 
JOHN  GORDON, 
RHOADS  SHANKLAND,      • 
Dover,  Jan.  28,  1789.  Members  of  Assembly, 

Thus  acted  upon  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  January  28,  1789: 
Read,  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  C  H,  A. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock,  Monday  morning. 
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Monday,  A.  M.,  February  2d,  1789 
Council  met. 

Mr.  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  new 
appointment  of  a  Trustee  for  the  Loan -Office  of  the  County  of 
Kent,  within  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes/*  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Holland,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  raising 
;^ 1 2, 600  for  the  service  of  the  year  1789,  in  addition  to  the 
arrearages  due  on  former  taxes,**  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  same  member  returned  the  report  of  the  Joint  Committee 
of  Finance,  and  a  communication  from  the  Auditor  pra)nng  that 
the  report  of  the  Committee,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the 
censure  passed  upon  him,  may  be  amended. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
and  delivered  to  the  Chair  a  report  of  the  Auditor,  which  was 
read  and  postponed  to  this  afternoon. 

The  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  new  appointment  of  a  Trustee 
for  the  Loan-Office  of  the  County  of  Kent,  within  this  State,  and 
for  other  purposes,'*  was  read  a  second  time  and  deferred  for 
further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 
Council  met. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  last  mentioned  bill, 
the  following  amendment  being  proposed  to  the  last  enacting 
clause,  to  wit : 
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**And  be  it  enacted.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
Trustees  of  the  Loan  Offices  in  the  respective  Counties  of  this 
State  to  permit  such  persons  who  have  not  renewed  their  mort- 
gages agreeable  to  the  said  recited  act  to  which  this  is  a  further 
additional  supplementary  act,  as  also  the  guardian  or  guardians 
of  such  minors  who  are  or  hereafter  may  be  lawful  to  the  equity 
of  redemption  in  any  land  mortgaged  in  the  respective  Loan 
Offices  of  this  State,  who  have  not  received  the  mortgages  by 
and  with  the  approbation  of  the  Orphans'  Court  of  the  County  in 
which  such  guardian  or  minor  may  reside,  first  had  upon  a  full 
statement  to  the  said  Court  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April 
next,  on  the  payment  of  costs  upon  such  suits  as  have  been  insti- 
tuted and  not  brought  to  light  for  the  recovery  of  monies  due  on 
mortgage  deeds,  in  the  same  manner  and  upon  the  same  terms 
as  are  expressed  and  directed  in  other  cases  in  the  said  recited 
act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  and  that  any  mortgage  deed 
made  and  executed  by  such  guardian  or  guardians,  as  atoresaid, 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  renewal  of  the  former  mort- 
gage, and  be  as  binding  upon  the  estate  of  such  minors  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  as  the  former  mortgage  might  or  could 
have  been  ;  and  that  all  mortgages  so  renewed  shaU  be  deemed 
the  first  lien  and  have  the  priority  of  all  judgments,  mortgages, 
and  other  incumbrances  whatsoever  obtained  or  had  since  the 
date  of  such  original  mortgages  so  hereafter  to  be  renewed." 

The  question  on  the  same  being  moved,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  required  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  are  as  follows; 

Yecis — Mr.  Bedford,  Mr.  Kean,  Mr.  Baning,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr. 
Ridgely. 

Nays — Mr.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Horsey,  Mr.  Polk. 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Broom,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  chair  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
read,  viz: 

In  the  House  Of  Assembly, 

Monday,  P.  M.,  February  2d,  1789. 
On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  is  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  call  upon  and  apply  to  Donaldson 
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Yeates»  Esq.,  formerly  Deputy  Quartermaster-General  of  this 
State,  for  all  such  vouchers,  papers,  and  documents  as  will  be  in 
the  power  of  the  said  Donaldson  Ycates  to  furnish,  the  belter  to 
enable  this  State  to  obtain  a  credit  for  advances  made  for  the 
United  States, 


Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAMES  BOOTH.   C  /Z  A. 


The  same  member  also  delivered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read. 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  February  2d,  1789* 
On  motion, 

Resolvedy  That,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  present  session,  this 
House  adjourn  to  the  Borough  of  Wilmington,  and  there  boU 
their  next  session  for  transaction  of  public  business. 


Sent  for  concurrence* 


J  AS,  "^OOTM.  Cr  k  af  Asitmbly. 


The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  new  appointment  of  a  Trustee 
for  the  Loan-Office  of  the  County  of  Kent,  within  this  State,  and 
for  other  purposes/'  was  read,  and  several  amendments  being 
proposed  and  agreed  to,  ordered  that  the  same  be  sent  to  the 

House  of  Assembly,  for  their  consideration- 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  Auditor's  report  of 
this  day,  and  the  same  being  read,  and  also  an  amendment  pro- 
posed and  agreed  to,  ordered  that  the  same  be  sent  to  die  House 

of  Assembly  for  consideration. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  raising  j£i 2,600  for  the  y«ar 
1789,"  was  read  the  second  time  and  dderrcd  for  further  coosid* 
eration. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  authonziog  and 
empowering  the  Auditor  to  call  upon  and  apply  to  Dotujcbo«) 
Yeates,  Esq, ,  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  same  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Tuesday,  A.  M.,  Feb.  3d,  1789. 

Council  met,  and  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  Auditor, 
and,  on  motion  to  strike  out  that  part  which  censures  his  conduct, 
the  same  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Council  took  into  consideration  the  bill  entitled  *  *  An  act 
for  raising  ;^  12,600  for  the  service  of  the  year  1789,  in  addition 
to  arrearages  on  former  taxes, ' '  and  after  progress  made  therein 
adjourned  to  2  o*  clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  met  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  last  men- 
tioned bill  and  several  amendments  proposed  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  for  their  consideration. 

Mr.  Charles  Polk,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was 
admitted  and  delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  viz: 

Resolvedy  That  the  additional  sum  of  twenty-four  pounds  be 
allowed  to  the  sum  granted  (by  the  concurrent  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  and  Council  on  the  26th  of  January,  1789) 
Nathaniel  Mitchell,  Esq.,  for  his  traveling  expenses,  not  mcluded 
in  the  allowance  made  by  the  said  resolution. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  Crk  of  Assembly. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  compared,  viz:    A  bill  enti- 

tied  '*An  act  for  regulating  and  establishing  fees;'*  an  act  entitled 

**An  act  altering  the  manner  and  form  of  levying  executions  to 

be  issued  by  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  certain  cases,  and  for  lessen- 
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ing  the  number  of  Constables;*'  and  the  bill  entitled  **A  supple- 
ment to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
slaves,  and  for  other  purposes. '  " 

Ordered,  That  the  several  foregoing  bills  be  sent  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker  thereof. 

Mr.  Cannon,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  delivered  a  report  from  the  Auditor  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Montgomery  for  the  sum  of  ;£6,  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

In  Council,  read  and  concurred  in. 

Council  took  into  consideration  the  resolution  of  yesterday, 
respecting  an  adjournment  to  Wilmington,  and  the  question 
being  put,  *  *  Do  the  Council  agree  to  the  same  ?' '  it  was  passed 
in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cook  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
return  the  last  mentioned  resolution  and  Auditor's  Report,  also 
the  aforesaid  several  engrossed  bills,  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ridgely  and  Mr.  Cook,  the  two  members 
of  Council  appointed  on  the  Joint  Committee  of  Finance,  be 
allowed  for  seven  day's  attendance  on  the  business,  in  vacation, 
the  sum  of  five  pounds  five  shillings  each,  and  that  Mr.  Ridgely 
be  allowed,  for  mileage,  in  going  to  Lewestown  on  the  said  busi- 
ness, the  sum  of  two  pounds  two  shillings,  and  that  Mr.  Cook 
be  also  allowed,  for  mileage  to  Lewestown,  on  the  said  business, 
the  sum  of  two  pounds  and  fourteen  shillings. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Council  several  engrossed  bills,  to  be  signed  bv 
the  Speaker,  which  said  bills  were  compared  and  signed  accord- 
ingly. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  February  3,  1789. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  affix 
the  Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  acts: 
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1.  **An  act  entitled  'A  supplement  to  an  act  to  prevent  the 
exportation  of  slaves;'  " 

2.  "An  additional  supplementary  act  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act 
to  prevent  the  exportation  of  slaves,  and  for  other  purposes;'  " 

3.  **A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  calling  in  and 
destroying  such  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  virtue  of  any 
law  of  this  State,  passed  under  the  present  or  former  Government 
thereof,  as  are  now  outstanding,  and  for  other  purposes;'  " 

4.  **An  act  to  dissolve  the  marriage  of  James  Hathaway  with 
Mary,  his  wife;" 

5.  **An  act  to  incorporate  the  Physicians  of  the  Delaware 
State,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned;" 

6.  *  *  An  act  for  altering  the  manner  of  levying  executions  to 
be  issued  by  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  certain  cases,  and  for  lessen- 
ing the  number  of  Constables." 

Concurred  in. 

Mr.  Raymond  was  admitted  and  delivered  the  bill  entitled 
**An  act  for  raising  ;^  12, 600,"  and  the  amendments  proposed 
by  Council  rejected,  and  a  paper  of  amendments  proposed  to  the 
paper  of  amendments  from  the  Council,  which  was  read  and  de- 
ferred till  to-morrow  morning  for  further  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  Feb.  4,  1789. 
The  Council  met. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mitchell  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  alter- 
ing the  place  of  holding  the  election  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  the 
same  was  granted;  whereupon  he  laid  befpre  the  Council  a  bill 
entitled  *  *  An  act  for  altering  the  place  of  election      *        ♦        ♦ 

[So  ends  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  for  the 
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year  17S9*  The  minutes  of  the  House  of  Assembly  show  that 
an  adjourtiment  sine  die  took  place  early  on  the  4th  of  February. 
The  General  Assembly  convened  again  on  the  26th  day  of  May, 
pursuant  to  a  summons  of  Hon*  Jehu  Davis,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  upon  whom  the  government  devolved  by 
reason  of  the  decease  of  the  President  (Thomas  Collins),  and  oJf 
the  Vice-President  (Nicholas  Vandyke);  and  in  a  brief  roesssage, 
dated  May  27th,  Mr.  Davis  asks  to  be  relieved.  On  Saturday, 
May  30th,  Joshua  Clayton  was  elected  to  the  Presidency  Uk  the 
term  of  three  years.  On  the  2d  of  June,  Mr.  Clayton  formally 
accepted  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  office.  The  Legis- 
lature adjourned  situ*  die  on  the  5tli  of  June. 

The  General  Assembly  met  in  Dover,  October  20th,  and  ad- 
journed on  the  24th  of  the  same  month  to  the  first  Monday  in 
January,  1790,  after  passing  two  unimportant  bills. 

The  journal  of  the  Council  for  the  year  1790^  could  not  be 
found  among  the  State  papers  when  the  manuscripts  of  the 
minutes  for  other  years  were  collected.  From  the  House  journal 
it  is  learned  that  the  January  session  lasted  until  the  29th  of  said 
month,  when  both  houses  adjourned  sine  die.  At  this  se5>ir^r' 
the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  1 
posed  by  Congress  in  17S9  (except  the  first),  were  duly  ratiii«-U. 
"An  act  to  regulate  marriages/*  was  the  only  other  measure  of 
general  interest  that  passed.  George  Mitchell  was  Speaker  of 
the  Council 

The  General  Assembly  met,  in  Dover,  on  the  20th  of  October, 
1790,  and  adjourned  on  the  26th  of  that  month  to  the  4th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1791.  George  Read  was  reelected  United  States  Senator 
'*An  act  directing  the  election  of  a  Representative  for  thb  State 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,*'  was  passed  at  this  session. 

The  journal  of  the  January  session  of  the  Council,  1791,  to 
the  28th  day,  is  missing,  except  a  leaf  containing  part  of  tfie  pro- 
ceedings of  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  Houses  held  on  the  22d.} 


MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL. 


1791. 


VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  JANUARY,  1791.* 


Saturday,  22d  January,  1791. 

The  Council  and  the  House  of  Assembly  met,  in  the  Council 
Chamber,  for  the  nomination  of  persons  out  of  whom  shall  be 
chosen,  by  ballot.  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Orphans'  Court  for  the  County  of  New  Castle. 

Mr.  Johnson  proposed  Alexander  Porter,  Esquire,  as  fourth 
Justice. 

Mr.  Ridgely  proposed  Thomas  McDonough,  Esq.,  as  second 
Justice. 

Mr.  James  proposed  Thomas  Robinson  as  third  Justice. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  wait  on 
and  inform  the  President  of  the  convention  of  the  two  Houses. 

The  committee  are  Mr.  Duff,  Mr.  Grantham,  Mr.  Bedford. 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Houses  separate  for  fifteen  minutes. 

[A  tally  kept  on  the  sheet  containing  the  above  minutes  indi- 
cates that  when  the  two  houses  reassembled  a  ballot  was  taken 
and  Thomas  McDonough  received  25  votes  as  second  Justice, 
Thomas  Robinson  25  votes  as  third  Justice,  and  Alexander  Por- 
ter 24  votes  as  fourth  Justice,  and  that  each  was  duly  elected.] 


*  See  note  on  page  1 188. 
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Friday,  January  28th,  1791. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

The  Committee  of  the  General  Assembly  appointed  on  the  — 
instant,  presented  the  following  report,  viz: 

We,  a  committee  of  the  General  Assembly,  do  report:  That 
we  have  examined  and  counted  the  Treasury  notes  issued  by 
the  Treasurer  of  the  State  and  paid  in  to  him  again,  and  find 
they  amount  to  12,664^  dollars,  equal  to  ;^4749  :  3  :  4,  as,  by 
a  schedule,  specifying  their  number  and  amounts*  returned  to 
the  Auditor,  may  be  particularly  seen;  and  further,  that  the 
same  were  burned  in  our  presence. 

NICH'S  RIDGELY, 

Member  of  Council. 

THOMAS  MONTGOMERY, 

Member  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
28th  January,  1791. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitied  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
*An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  slaves,  &c./  '*  was  read  a 
second  time  and  rejected. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  vacate  and  make  void 
a  part  of  the  public  road  or  highway  leading  from  Brand^'Mvine 
Creek  to  Christiana  Ferrv,**  was  read,  and  the  amendment  pro- 
posed thereto  was  agreecl  to,  with  an  additional  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  returned  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly by  the  Secretary;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  no  more  accounts  shall  be  allowed  by  this  State 
on  account  of  services  rendered,  money  advanced,  articles  fur- 
nished, or  any  other  matter  or  thing  properly  chargeable  by  indi- 
viduals against  this  State,  and  by  the  State  against  the  United 
States. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Auditor  be  furnished,  by  the  Secretary  of 
Council,  with  the  above  resolution. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the 
25th  instant,  respecting  the  <^laim  of  William  Killen,  Esquire, 
executor  of  Col.  John  Haslet,  deceased,  was  read  and  concurred 
in. 

Resolved,  That  if  upon  the  final  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
this  State  with  the  United  States,  Col.  Haslet's  estate  shall  not 
be  charged  with  any  interest  on  1,374^  dollars,  the  balance 
due  on  his  account  to  the  United  States,  this  State  will  cause 
such  interest  as  hath  already  been  paid  on  that  sum  to  be  re- 
turned in  final  settlement  certificates  to  the  executor  of  Colonel 
Haslet. 

Mr.  Batson,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  present- 
ed a  bill  entitled  *  *  An  act  for  extendmg  the  time  for  the  first  pay- 
ment of  the  tax  for  the  service  of  the  year  1790,'*  passed  by  tne 
House  of  Assembly,  sent  for  concurrence.  Which  was,  by  order, 
read. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  supporting,  main- 
taining, and  keeping  in  good  order  the  bridge  over  Mispillion 
Creek,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,*'  was  read,  and 
two  amendments  being  proposed  and  agreed  to,  passed  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  return  the  said  bill,  with  the 
amendments,  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  for  their  concurrence; 
which  he  accordingly  did. 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  call  upon 
the  several  officers  within  this  State  in  whose  hands  Continental 
Bills  of  credit  and  final  settlement  certificates  belonging  to  this 
State  may  have  been  lodged,  and  receive  the  same  from  them, 
and  cause  the  same,  together  with  those  already  in  the  Treasury, 
to  be  placed  in  the  funds  of  the  United  States  in  the  name  of  the 
Delaware  State,  and  the  said  State  Treasurer  shall  report  his 
proceedings  thereon  to  the  General  Assembly  at  their  next  ses- 
sions. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Cannon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  return- 
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ed  the  bill  entitled  **A  supplement  to  the  act  for  embanking  the      .J 
Ferry  Marsh/'  unanimously  rejected.                                                 ^1 

On  motion,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  ^H 
lOth  instant,  for  appointing  commissioners  to  receive  the   rex'ised    ^^ 
acts  of  Assembly,   was  read  and  concurred  in.     The   commis-     ^H 
sioner  appointed  on  the  part  of  Council  is  Nicholas  Ridgely,  Esq.    ^J 

Mr-  Batson»  a  member  of  Assembly^  was  admitted  and  present-  ^H 
ed  the  following  papers:    An  act  to  enable  the  heirs  of  Jacob  ^H 
Cannon,  late  of  Sussex  County,  deceased,  to  keep  a  Ferry  over    ^M 
the  River  Nanticoke,  at  a  place  known  by  the  name  of  Cannoa^s    ^ 
Ferry;  which  was,  by  order,  read,                                                        ^J 

1 

The  same  member  also  returned  a  report  from  the  Auditor^  ^H 

dated    the  20th   January,    1791,    with  an  amendment   proposed   ^^ 
thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly;  and  he  returned  the  report     ^J 
of  the  Auditor,  dated  18th  January,  1791,  with  one  amendment    ^M 
which  was  proposed  thereto  by  Council  acceded  to,  and  one  dts-    ^M 
agreed  to  unanimously;  which  report  was,  by  order,  read,  and,         1 
on   motion,    Council   unanimously    adhered   to   their   proposed  ^J 
amendments.                                                                                               ^H 

^^Hi 

Ordered,  That  the  same,   with  the  foregoing   resolution,    be   ^1 
delivered  by  the  Secretary  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for  their    ^j 
concurrence;  which  was  done  accordingly.                                           ^M 

1 
1 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M.                                                   ^^^H 

^ 

EoDEM  Di£,  R  M.       ^B 

Council  assembled.                                                                                 ^H 

<  • 

On   motion,    Ordered,    That   Nicholas   Ridgely   and   Charles  ^M 
Nixon  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  to  take  effeciual  meas* 
ures  to  have  fifty  copies  of  the  Votes  and  Proceedings  of  thia 
house  printed,  from  October,    1788,  to  the  present  session,  ta- 

elusive- 

i 

Mr.  Grantham,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  re- 

r-^^^^^^B^B^H^ 
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turned  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  vacate  and  make  void  a  part 
of  the  public  road  or  highway  leading  from  Brandywine  Creek  to 
Christiana  Ferry,"  with  an  additional  amendment  proposed 
thereto,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Council  ordered  said  bill  to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Auditor,  dated  20th  instant,  was 
read,  and  an  amendment  being  proposed  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  House  of  Assembly,  ordered  that  the  same  be  re- 
turned to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  the  Secretary;  which  was 
done  accordingly. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled,  **An  act  for  extending  the  time 
for  the  first  payment  of  the  tax  for  the  service  of  the  year  1790," 
was  read  a  second  time,  by  special  order,  by  paragraphs,  and 
passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  returned  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly by  the  Secretary;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Mr.  Snow,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  returned 
the  resolution  authorizing  the  State  Treasurer  to  fund  the  bills 
of  credit  and  certificates,  with  an  amendment  proposed  thereto, 
and  also  the  resolution  respecting  accounts  against  this  State, 
with  an  amendment  proposed  thereto;  which  amendments  were, 
on  motion,  acceded  to. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  8  o'clock. 


Saturday,  January  29th,  1791.    - 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Mr.  Raymond,  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  returned  the  resolution  of  Council  respecting  the  execu- 
tor of  Col.  John  Haslet,  concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Assembly, 
and  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  authorize  Ann  Ridgely  and 
Nicholas  Ridgely,  executors  of  Chas  Ridgely,  Esq.,  deceased,  to 
convey  unto  Daniel  Mifflin  a  certain  parcel  of  land  situate  in 
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MurderkUl  Hundred,  Kent  County."  with  sundry  amendmesUs 
proposed  thereto,  which  was,  on  motion,  read  and  rejected* 

Mr,  Truitt,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  w;is  ;idimt* 
ted  and  presented  for  concurrence  a  bill  entitled  '  *  A  supplement 
to  an  act  entided  **An  act  for  erecting  a  bridge  and  causeway  over 
Lewes  Creek,  from  the  Town  of  Lewes  to  the  Cape  side  of  said 
Creek,  in  the  County  of  Sussex/'  which,  on  motion,  was  read. 

The  same  member  also  presented  the  report  of  the  Audiior» 
dated  January  20th,  1791,  with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto 
by  the  House  of  Assembly,  adhered  to  by  that  House,  and  die 
following  resolution,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Friday,  P.  M,,  January  aSth,  179K 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Generd  Assembly  thai 
the  Constitution  of  the  Delaware  State  should  be  revised,  amend- 
ed, and  altered,  according  to  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Consti- 
tution;  that  such  revision  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  next  Geii^^ 
Assembly;  and  that  this  resolution  be  published  for  the  con»* 
deration  of  die  good  people  of  this  State. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  be  sent  to  the 

Council  for  consideration  and  concurrence. 

JAS.   ^OQIH,  Cr k  of  Assembfy. 
In  Council,  read  and  disagreed  to. 

Mr,  Hayes  was  admitted  and  delivered  several  engrossed  bins, 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion, 

Ordered^  That  the  Speaker  proceed  to  sign  the  engrossed  biDs 
passed  this  session. 

On  motion.  The  bill  entitled  *'A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled 
'An  act  for  erecting  a  bridge  and  causeway  over  Leuc^  Creek 
from  the  Town  of  Lewes  to  the  Cape  side  of  said  Creek,  tn  the 
County  of  Sussex,*  ^'  was  read  a  second  time. 

By  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  third  time  by  panigrftpli% 
and  passed. 
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Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  returned  ta  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, which  was  done  accordingly. 

The  Hon.  Alexander  Porter,  Esq.,  delivered  to  Council  his 
resignation  of  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  for 
the  Delaware  State,  which  was,  by  order,  read  and  accepted. 

Resolvedy  That  the  State  Treasurer  be  directed  to  purchase 
one  hundred  tickets  in  the  lottery  for  finishing  the  Court  House 
in  the  town  of  Dover,  for  the  use  of  the  State,  which  tickets 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  Auditor  before  the  drawing  of  said  lot- 
tery, he  giving  a  receipt  for  the  same  to  the  State  Treasurer, 
specifying  the  number  of  each  ticket,  and  the  Auditor  shall  enter 
the  same,  with  their  several  numbers,  on  the  book  of  his  office. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

Council  allowed  the  following  accounts: 

To  the  Honorable  Alexander  Porter,  Esq.,   for  27 

days'  attendance  and  mileage, ;^   26    4  o 

To  Gunning  Bedford,  Esq.,  for  21  days'  attendance 

and  mileage, 15     20 

To  Thomas  Kean,  Esq.,  for  lo  days'  attendance  and 

mileage,      8  17  o 

To  John  Baning,  Esq.,  for  25  dajrs'  attendance,     .    .        15    o  o 

To  Nicholas  Ridgely,  Esq.,  for  25  days'  attendance, .        15    00 

To  John  Gordon,  Esq.,  for  25  days'  attendance,    .    .        15    00 

To  George  Mitchell,  Esq.,  for  6  days'  attendance  and 

mileage,      660 

To  Isaac  Cooper,  Esq.,  for  27  days'  attendance  and 

mileage,      18  14  o 

To  Rhoads  Shankland,  Esq.,  for  21  days'  attendance 

and  mileage 14  17  o 

To  Charles  Nixon,  for  25  days*  attendance  as  Secre- 
tary, and  engrossing 25  12  9 

To  Thomas  Wilds,  for  25  days'  attendance  as  Ser- 

fifeant-at-Arms  and  Doorkeeper, 650 

To  Elizabeth  Battell,  for  the  use  of  the  Council  Cham- 
ber,         15    o  o 

;gi8i  17  9 
On  motion, 
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Resolved,  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the 
above  sums,  and  that  the  same  be  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Whereupon  orders  were  drawn  and  signed  accordingly. 

Mr.  Cannon,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  re- 
turned the  resolution  authorizing  the  State  Treasurer  to  purchase 
tickets  in  the  lottery  for  the  use  of  the  State,  with  the  loUowing 
amendment  proposed,  viz: 

*'  Provided  a  sum  not  exceeding  ;£i5o  be  paid  for  the  same;" 
to  be  inserted  after  the  word  'State,*  in  line  third." 

Which  amendment  was  read  and  acceded  to. 

On  motion,  Council  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendment 
proposed  to  the  Auditor's  Report  of  the  20th  January,  1791,  and 
navmg  receded  from  their  proposed  amendment,  do  concur  in 
the  following  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, viz: 

Dele  the  last  line  of  the  report  and  instead  thereof  insert  *  'sixty 
pounds." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  return  the  said  report,  with  the 
amendment  acceded  to,  to  the  House  of  Assembly;  which  he  did 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Oliver,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered the  following  resolution: 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  .That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  affix  the 
Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  act,  viz:* 

Council  adjourned  to  20th  October  next. 


^According  to  the  manuscript. 


VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


SPECIAL  SESSION,  SEPTEMBER,  1791. 


Monday,  5th  September,  1791. 

Council  met  pursuant  to  the  summons  of  the  President  of  the 
State.  A  quorum  not  attending,  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  6th, 
P.  M. 


Tuesday,  6th,  P.  M. 

Council  assembled.  Present,  Mr.  Mitchell,  Speaker,  Mr.  Kean, 
Mr.  Ridgely,  Mr.  Gordon,  Mr.  Shankland,  and  Mr.  Cooper. 

The  Secretary  of  State  presented  the  following  message  from 
his  Excellency,  the  President,  viz: 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 

A  majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  this  State  having,  by 
several  address,  represented  to  me  that  a  speedy  meeting  of  the 
Legislature  would  be  productive  of  beneficial  effects  to  the  good 
people  of  this  State,  and  requested  the  Legislature  to  be  con- 
vened on  the  fifth  instant,  I  did,  therefore,  on  the  eighteenth  day 
of  August  last,  issue  writs  of  summons  for  that  purpose,  and  as  I 
have  no  public  business  which  requires  your  immediate  attention, 
I  have  directed  the  Secretary  to  lay  before  you  those  addresses 
and  such  of  the  writs  as  have  been  returned  to  me. 
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The  Secretary  will  also  deliver  your  honors  a  collection  of  the 
laws  passed  at  the  third  session  of  Congress,  and  the  journals  of 
the  Senate  during  the  second  session,  and  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives during  the  third  session.  J,  CLAYTON* 

Dover,  Sept,  6,  1791. 

On  motion,  the  above  message,  together  with  the  addresses 

and  writs  therein  referred  to,  were  read. 

Council  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to*morrow. 


Wednesday.  7th,  P. 
Present  as  yesterday* 


A  petition,  signed  by  ten  persons  residing  in  the  County 
Sussex,  praying  that  a  convention  may  be  chosen,  at  the  next 
general  election,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  and  amending  the 
Constitution,  or  for  framing  a  new  one  in  its  stead,  was  pr<*scnted 
to  the  Chair,  and,  on  motion,  read. 

Mn  Grantham,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  to  the  Chair  the  following  resolutions,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 
Wednesday,  A.  M,,  September  7ih,  1791, 

1.  Resolved  unanimously,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  thb  House; 
alterations  and  amendrnents  of  the  Constitution  of  tliis  State  are 
necessary  ;  and  that  the  same  should  be  revised  in  such  mamier 
as  may  be  best  adapted  to  the  end  proposed. 

And  whereas  governments  are  instituted  for  securijig  the  un- 
alienable rights  of  man,  and  the  protection  of  individuals  in  the 
enjoyment  of  life,  liberty,  and  property  ;  and  all  gavemmfml 
origmates  from  the  people,  is  founded  in  compact  only,  and  in- 
tended  solely  for  the  good  of  the  whole :  and  whereas  it  is  ex- 
pressly declared  by  our  own  Bill  of  Rights,  *  That  whenever  the 
ends  of  government  are  perverted,  and  public  liberty  mantf 
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endangered,  the  people  may,  and  of  right  ought,  to  establish  a 
new,  or  reform  the  old  government,"  from  which,  as  well  as 
from  the  nature  of  society,  and  the  principles  of  jg^ovemment,  it 
appears  that  the  people  have,  at  all  times,  an  inherent  right  to 
alter  and  amend  tne  form  of  government,  in  such  manner  as  may 
appear  to  them  best  adapted  to  the  end  proposed  ;  and  whereas 
it  has  been  found  from  experience,  that  the  great  and  important 
ends  of  government  are  not  effected  by  our  present  form  of  gov- 
ernment, and  that  the  general  departments  thereof  are  so  blend- 
ed together,  and  improperly  arranged,  as  to  prevent  an  impartial, 
beneficial,  and  energetic  operation  ;  and  whereas  the  burdens 
and  expenses  of  government  are  with  difficulty  borne,  and  in 
some  instances  the  present  form  b  contradictory  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  which  every  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture and  all  Executive  and  Judicial  officers  must  be  bound  by 
oath  or  affirmation  to  support ;  and  whereas,  by  the  thirtieth 
article  of  the  constitution  of  this  State,  the  power  of  revising  the 
same,  and  of  altering  and  amending  certain  parts  thereof,  is  ves- 
ted in  the  General  Assembly  ;  and  it  appears  to  this  House,  that 
the  exercise  of  the  power  of  altering  and  amending  the  constitu- 
tion by  the  Legislature  would  not  be  productive  of  all  the  valua- 
ble purposes  intended  by  a  revision,  nor  be  so  satisfactory  and 
agreeable  to  our  constituents  ;  and  that  it  would  be  more  proper 
and  expedient  to  recommend  to  the  good  people  of  this  State  to 
choose  deputies  for  this  special  purpose,  to  meet  in  convention, 
it  is  therefore  further 

2.  Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  good  people  of 
the  several  Counties  of  this  State  to  choose  a  suitable  number 
of  deputies,  to  meet  in  convention,  for  the  purpose  of  revising, 
altering  and  amending  the  Constitution  of  this  State;  or,  if  they 
see  occasion,  for  forming  a  new  one  instead  thereof. 

3.  Resolved,  cdso.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that  the 
said  Convention  consist  of  the  number  of  thirty  persons  ;  that  is 
to  say:  ten  for  the  County  of  New  Castle,  ten  for  the  County  of 
Kent,  and  ten  for  the  County  of  Sussex  ;  and  be  chosen  on  the 
first  day  of  October  next,  in  the  same  manner,  by  the  same  per- 
sons, at  the  same  places,  and  under  the  same  regulations,  as  are 
directed  and  appointed  by  the  Election  Laws  of  this  State  ;  save 
that  the  names  of  the  persons  to  be  elected  deputies  shall  be 
written  on  pieces  of  paper  separate  fi*om  those  containing  the 
legislative  represenatives  and  officers  then  to  be  elected,  and  put 
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into  separate  boxes ;  and  that  the  returns  should  be  made  to  the 
convention  so  choosen  ;  and  that  the  said  convention  should 
meet  on  Tuesday,  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  November  next,  at 
the  Town  of  Dover. 

4.  Resoived,  That  it  be  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the 
succeeding  House  of  Assembly  to  provide  by  law  for  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  said  election  and  convention. 


Extract  from  the  minutes. 
Sent  for  concurrence. 


JAS,  BOOTH, 
Cr  k  of  Astemhly, 


On  motion,  the  above  and  foregoing  resolutions  were  read, 
and  five  amendments,  being  proposed,  w^ere  agreed  to. 

Mn  Batson,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  presented  a  petition  from  Francis  McMullan,  together 
with  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  enabling  Francis  McNfuUan  and 
his  issue  to  take  and  use  the  surname  of  Gardner,  pursuant  to 
the  last  will  and  testament  of  James  Gardner,  deceased,**  passed 
by  the  House  of  Assembly,  sent  for  concurrence;  which  bill  was, 
on  motion,  read. 

Mr.  Cannon,  a  member  of  Assembly*  was  admitted  and  pre- 
sented the  following  resolution,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  September  7th,  1791. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  State  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  required  and  empowered  to  demand  and  receive  of  any  officer 
or  officers  of  this  State  any  certificates  or  public  securities  that 
have  or  may  come  to  his  or  their  hands,  on  or  before  the  last  day 
of  this  month ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  President  to  be  proper 
and  expedient  that  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  ought  to  be 
subscribed  to  the  loan  of  the  United  States,  to  take  such  order 
therein  as  to  him  may  seem  most  benehcial  to  the  State. 


Extract  from  the  minutes. 
Sent  for  concurrence. 


4 


jas.  booth, 

cr  k  AssemSfy/ 

On  motion  the  above  resolution  was  read,  considered^   and 
agreed  to. 

Council  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


N^ 
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Thursday,  8th  September,  1791,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

The  Secretary,  by  order,  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
the  resolution  respecting  the  public  securities,  concurred  in  by 
Council,  and  also  the  resolutions  for  altering  the  Constitution, 
with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  Council. 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  enabling  Francis  McMuUan  and 
his  issue  to  take  and  use  the  surname  of  Gardner,  pursuant  to 
the  last  will  and  testament  of  James  Gardner,  deceased, ' '  was 
read  a  second  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  passed  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  returned  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly. 

By  order,  the  Speaker  signed  a  writ  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of 
New  Casde  County,  authorizing  and  requiring  him  to  hold  an 
election  for  a  member  of  the  Legislative  (Council  in  the  room  and 
stead  of  Alexander  Porter,  Esquire,  who  hath  accepted  his  ap- 
pointment of  fourth  Justice  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  said 
County;  and  a  writ  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of  Kent  County,  au- 
thorizing and  requiring  him  to  hold  an  election  for  a  member  of 
the  Legislative  Council  in  the  room  of  John  Baning,  Esquire, 
deceased.  • 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  forward  the  said  writs  to  the 
respective  Sheriffs  forthwith. 

Council  adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M. 

Council  assembled. 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  returned 
the  resolution  for  altering  the  Constitution,  with  three  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  Council  acceded  to,  a  fourth  in  part 
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acceded  to,  and  the  fifth  disagreed  to,  with  two  amendmeniB 
proposed  thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly;  which  were,  on 
motion,  read. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Council  do  adhere  to  their  amendments  pro- 
posed to  the  above  resolutions,  and  disagree  to  those  proposed 
by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly by  the  Secretary;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Mr.  Oliver,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  return- 
ed the  resolutions  for  altering  the  Constitution,  with  a  further 
amendment  proposed  thereto  by  tlie  House  of  Assembly.  They 
agree  to  the  5th  amendment,  proposed  by  Council,  and  adhere 
to  their  disagreement  in  part  to  the  4th  amendment  proposed  by 
Council,  and  recede  from  one  of  their  first  proposed  amendments. 

The  said  resolution  and  amendments  were,  by  order,  read,  and 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  was  disa- 
greed to  by  Council  and  their  proposed  amendments  adhered  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly by  the  Secretary;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Mr,  Batson,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  re- 
turned the  bill  en  tided  "An  act  for  enabling  Francis  McMullan 
and^his  issue  to  take  and  use  the  surname  of  Gardner,  pursuant 
to  the  last  will  and  testament  of  James  Gardner,  deceased,'* 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  the  said  bill  was  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  Council, 
and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  affixing  the  Great 
Seal  thereto  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  Charles  Nixon,  the  present  Clerk  of  Council* 
procure,  at  the  expense  of  the  public,  one  and  a  half  dozen  of 
armed  chairs,  and  a  writing  desk,  and  two  small  tables,  fitting  | 
for  the  accommodation  of  Council;  and  that  the  Speaker  draw 
an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  amount  mereof  wh^ 
purchased. 

Council  allowed  the  following  accounts: 
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To  the  Honorable  George  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Speaker, 

for  6  days'  attendance  and  mileage, £     8     20 

To  Thomas  Kean,  Esq. ,  for  6  days*  attendance  and 

mileage, 670 

To  Nicholas  Ridgely,  Esq.,  for  4  days*  attendance,  .  280 

To  John  Gordon,  Esq.,  for  4  day's  attendance,  ...  280 

To  Rhoads  Shankland,  Esq.,  for  5  days'  attendance 

and  mileage, 5     50 

To  Isaac  Cooper,  Esq.,  for  5  days*  attendance  and 

mileage 5  10  o 

To  Charles  Nixon,  for  4  days*  attendance  as  Clerk,  .  2  10  o 
To  Thomas  Wilds,  for  4  days*  attendance  as  Door- 
keeper,              250 

On.  motion, 

Resolved^  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the 
foregoing  sums,  and  that  the  same  be  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Whereupon  orders  were  drawn  and  signed  accordingly. 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre- 
sented an  account  of  David  Harper,  for  the  sum  of  three  pounds, 
for  summoning  the  General  Assembly,  allowed  by  the  House  of 
Assembly;  which  was,  on  motion,  read  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  draw  their  order 
on  the  State  Treasurer,  in  favor  of  David  Harper,  for  the  sum 
of  three  pounds. 

Sent  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  returned 
the  resolutions  for  altering  the  Constitution,  with  all  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  Council  acceded  to  by  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly; wnich  resolutions  are  as  follows: 

In  THE  General  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 

Thursday,  September  8th,  1791. 

I.  Resolved  unanimously^  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  General 
Assembly,  alterations  and  amendments  of  the  Constitution  of  this 
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State  are  necessary^  and  that  the  same  should  be  revised  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  best  adapted  to  the  end  proposed. 

And  whereas  governments  are  instituted  for  securing  the  un- 
alienable rights  of  man,  and  the  protection  of  individuals  in  the 
enjoyment  of  life,  liberty,  and  property,  and  all  government 
ongmates  from  the  people,  is  founded  in  compact  only,  and  in- 
tended solely  for  the  good  of  the  whole ;  and  whereas  it  is  ex- 
pressly declared  by  our  own  Bill  of  Rights,  'That  whenever  the 
ends  of  government  are  perverted,  and  public  liberty  manifestly 
endangered,  the  people  may,  and  of  right  ought,  to  establish  a 
new,  or  reform  the  old  government,"  from  which,  as  well  as 
from  the  nature  of  society  and  the  principles  of  government,  it 
appears  that  the  people  have  at  all  limes  an  inherent  right  to  alter 
and  amend  the  form  of  government  in  such  manner  as  may  ap- 
pear to  them  best  adapted  to  the  end  proposed ;  and  whereas  it 
nas  been  found,  from  experience,  that  the  great  and  important 
ends  of  government  are  not  effected  by  our  present  form  of  gov- 
ernment, and  that  the  general  departments  thereof  are  so  blended 
together  and  improperly  arranged  as  to  prevent  an  impaftial, 
beneficial  and  energetic  operation ;  and  whereas  the  burdens  and 
expenses  of  government  are  with  difficulty  borne»  and  in  some 
instances  the  present  form  is  contradictory  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  every  member  of  the  Legislature  and 
all  Executive  and  Judicial  officers  must  be  bound  by  oath  or  affir- 
mation to  support;  and  whereas,  by  the  Thirtieth  Article  of  the 
Constitution  of  this  State  the  power  of  revising  the  same,  and 
of  altering  and  amending  certain  parts  thereof,  is  vested  in  the 
General  Assembly;  and  it  appears  to  this  General  Assembly  that 
the  exercise  of  the  power  of  altering  and  amending  the  Consrito- 
tion  by  the  Legislature  would  not  be  productive  of  all  the  valua- 
ble purposes  intended  by  a  revision,  nor  be  so  satisfactory  and 
agreeable  to  our  constituents;  and  that  it  would  be  more  proper 
and  expedient  to  recommend  to  the  good  people  of  this  State  to 
choose  deputies  for  this  special  purpose,  to  meet  in  convention, 
it  is  therefore  further 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  good  people  of 
the  several  Counties  in  this  State  to  choose  a  suitable  number 
of  deputies,  to  meet  in  convention,  for  the  purpose  of  revising^, 
altering  and  amending  the  Constitution  of  tnis  State;  or,  if  tjicy 
see  occasion,  for  formmg  a  new  one  instead  thereof. 
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3.  Resolved,  also, '  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  General  As- 
sembly that  the  said  Convention  consist  of  the  number  of  thirty 
persons;  that  is  to  say:  ten  for  the  County  of  New  Castle,  ten 
for  the  County  of  Kent,  and  ten  for  the  County  of  Sussex;  and 
be  chosen  on  the  first  day  of  October  next,  in  the  same  manner, 
by  the  same  persons,  at  the  same  places,  and  under  the  same 
regulations,  as  are  directed  and  appointed  by  the  election  laws 
of  this  State;  save  that  any  free  white  citizen  of  this  State,  of  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years  and  upwards,  shall  be  eligible  to  a  seat 
in  the  said  Convention,  and  that  the  returns  should  be  made  to 
the  Convention  so  chosen;  and  that  the  said  Convention  should 
meet  on  Tuesday,  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  November  next,  at 
the  Town  of  Dover. 

4.  Resolved^  That  the  members  and  officers  of  the  said  Con- 
vention shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  like  wages  as  are  now  paid 
to  the  members  and  officers  of  the  General  Assembly;  and  that 
the  presiding  member  of  the  said  Convention  draw  his  order  on 
the  Treasurer  of  the  State  for  such  wages  in  favor  of  the  respec- 
tive members  and  officers  of  said  Convention. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  several  Sheriife  of  the  State  be  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  by  the  President,  certified  by  the 
Clerk  of  each  House;  and  that  the  said  Sheriflfe,  or  other  officers 
who  may  hold  the  said  elections,  do  give  public  notice,  as  soon 
as  conveniently  may  be,  by  twenty  advertisements  at  least,  set 
up  in  the  most  public  places  in  eacn  county,  of  the  said  election 
of  a  Convention,  and  that  the  said  Clerks  furnish  the  President 
with  said  copies. 

Council  adjourned  to  the  20th  day  of  October  next 
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VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


At  a  session  commenced  at  Dover,  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  divers  of  the  members  met,  but  the  number  not 
being  a  quorum,  they  adjourned  to  Monday,  the  twenty-fourth 
instant. 


Monday,  October  24th,  1791,  P.  M. 

The  following  members  of  Council  appeared  and  took  their 
seats,  viz:  Mr.  Alexander,  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Gordon,  Mr.  Ray- 
mond, Mr.  Mitchell,  and  Mr.  Shankland. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  of  the  County  of  New 
Castle  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor  to  fill  the  seat  of  Alexander 
Porter,  Esquire,  who  hath  been  appointed  fourth  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  said  County,  and  of  the  election  of 
a  Councillor  to  fill  the  seat  of  Gunning  Bedford,  Esquire,  which 
became  vacant  by  rotation,  being  laid  on  the  table  and  read,  it 
appears  that  Nehemiah  Tilton,  Esquire,  was  duly  elected  in  lieu 
•of  Alexander  Porter,  Esquire,  and  that  Archibald  Alexander, 
Esquire,  Was  duly  elected  m  lieu  of  Gunning  Bedford,  Esquire, 
members  of  the  Council  for  the  said  County,  according  to  the 
Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  Delaware  State. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  of  the  Count)j  of  Kent 
of  the  election  of  a  Councillor  to  nil  the  vacancv  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  John  Baning,  Esquire,    and  of  the  election  of  a 
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Councillor  to  fill  the  seat  of  Nicholas  Ridgely.  Esquire,  whicti 
became  %'acant  by  rotation,  being  laid  on  the  table  and  read,  il 
appears  that  Fenwick  Fisher,  Esquire,  was  duly  elected  in  lieu 
of  John  Baning,  Esquire,  deceased,  and  that  James  Raymond, 
Esquire,  was  duly  elected  in  lieu  of  Nicholas  Ridgely,  Esquire^ 
members  of  the  Council  for  the  said  County,  according  to  the 
Constitution  and  Laws  of  th^  Delaware  State. 

The  return  of  the  Sheriff  and  Inspectors  of  the  County  of 
Sussex  of  the  election  of  a  Councillor  to  fill  the  seat  of  George 
Mitchell,  Esquire,  which  became  vacant  by  rotation  on  the  ist 
October  instant,  being  laid  on  the  table  and  read,  it  appears  that 
George  Mitchell,  Esquire,  was  reelected  a  member  of  the  Council 
for  the  said  County,  according  to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of 
the  Delaware  State. 

Council  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  and  the  Hon 
orable  George  Mitchell^  Esquire,  was  unanimously  elected. 

The  Speaker,  in  the  Chair,  took  the  oath  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution,  and  subscribed  the  declaration  of  faith  therein  re- 
quired, and  Archibald  Alexander,  Nehemiah  Tilton,  and  Jaines 
Raymond,  Esquires,  took  the  said  oath  and  subscribed  the  said 
declaration.     iSee  note  on  page  /o.] 

The  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from   the   Honorable  Jolm 

Dickinson,  Esquire,  inclosing  the  following  resignation^  viz: 

*'I,  John  Dickinson,  hereby  resign  my  commission  f>f  Judge 

in  the  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Delaware  State/' 

Which  resignation  was,  on  motion,  accepted. 

On  motion,  by  order, 

The  rules  to  be  obser\'ed  by  the  members  of  Council,  made 
and  agreed  to  in  the  year  1 776,  with  an  additional  one,  made  atid 
agreed  to  in  1786,  were  read  and  adopted  as  the  rules  to  be  ob- 
served during  the  present  sitting  of  Council 

Council  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow* 
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Tuesday,  October  25th,  1791,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  presented  to  the  Chair  the  following  report,  viz: 

The  Commissioner  appointed  to  state  and  support  the  claim  of 
this  State  against  the  Union,  begs  leave  to  report:  That  after  two 
preparatory  journeys  to  Philapelphia,  he  entered  on  the  business 
of  his  mission  in  the  month  of  June  last,  and  on  the  24th  day  of 
the  same  month  exhibited  a  claim,  amounting  to  3,261,044^ 
dollars,  of  old  emissions,  and  380, 228. 90 J^  dollars,  of  specie,  to 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  appointed  by  Congress  ;  that  the 
Board  estimated  the  old  emission  payments  to  be  equal  to  100,- 
000  dollars,  and  supposed  that  two-thirds  of  the  sum  might  be 
allowed  for  interest,  making  the  whole,  on  a  rough  calculation, 
to  amount  to  800,000  specie  dollars. 

The  Commissioner  made  sundry  other  claims  by  wav  of  a 
general  saving,  and  informed  the  Board  that  he  would  hold  him- 
self in  readiness  to  support  the  claims  of  the  State  by  the  best 
proofs  in  his  power;  that  in  doing  this  reference  would  be  made, 
m  some  cases,  to  the  laws  and  journals  of  the  Legislature,  and  to 
the  public  books  of  the  State.  And  he  expressed  his  hopes  that 
great  indulgence  would  be  shown  the  State  in  consequence  of  the 
loss  of  papers  captured  by  the  enemy. 

The  Commissioner  has  applied  since  to  the  Board,  both  by 
writing  and  in  person,  to  know  when  he  shall  attend  to  finish  the 
business,  and  was  informed  that  those  attending  from  distant 
States  ought  to  be  dispatched  first,  and  that  notice  should  be 
given  him  in  case  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  attend  to  substan- 
tiate any  part  of  the  claim  of  Delaware. 

Dover,  October  24th,  1791.  ELEAZER  McCOMB. 

Mr.  McKennan  also  presented  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  Oct.  25th,  1791. 
On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  intention  of  this  House  to  conclude 
the  present  session  this  evening  by  adjourning  to  a  distant  day, 


I2I2 


MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 


and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Council  for  their 
information. 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

J  AS.  BOOTH.Cria/Ms^ify. 

The  foregoing  report  and  resolution  were*  on  motion,  reacL 

Council  adjou4ped  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


EoDEM  Die,  R  M* 


Council  assembled. 


Mr,  Many,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  presented 
to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  *Aji 
act  for  raising  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  by  a  lottery,  for 
the  use  of  the  State,  and  for  other  purposes/  *'  passed  by  the 
House  of  Assembly  and  sent  for  concurrence. 

On  motion,  the  said  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  Batson,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **A  supplement  to  an  act  enti- 
tled 'An  act  for  removing  the  Seat  of  Justice  from  Lewes  to  a 
more  central  part  of  Sussex  County,  and  for  other  purposes,*  ** 
passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  sent  for  concurrence. 

On  motion,  the  said  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  Evans,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  enable  RbdoD 
Bishop,  of  the  County  of  Kent,  to  bring  certain  slaves  into  this 
State,  *  passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  sent  for  concur* 
rence. 

On  motion,  the  said  bill  was  read. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  **A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled 
'  *  An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  by  lottery, 
for  the  use  of  the  State,  and  for  other  purposes,'  '*   was  read  a 

second  time. 
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On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  **A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled 
*An  act  for  removing  the  Seat  of  Justice  from  Lewes  to  a  more 
central  part  of  Sussex  County,  and  for  other  purposes,'  '*  was 
read  a  second  time. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  enable  Risdon  Bishop, 
of  the  County  of  Kent,  to  bring  certain  slaves  into  this  State," 
was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion,  the  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs 
and  passed  Council. 

Ordered^  That  said  bill  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
by  the  Secretary;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Council  adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  October  26th,  1791,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  **A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled 
*An  act  for  raising  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  by  a  lottery, 
for  the  use  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes,'  "  was  read  a 
third  time,  by  paragraphs,  and  an  amendment  being  proposed 
and  agreed  to,  passed  touncil. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amendments  proposed, 
be  returned,  by  the  Secretary,  to  the  House  of  Assembly  for 
their  concurrence;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  ''A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled 
'An  act  for  removing  the  Seat  of  Justice  from  Lewes  to  a  more 
central  part  of  Sussex  County,  and  for  other  purposes,'  "  was 
read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  returned  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly by  the  Secretary;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Mr.  Batson,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  re- 
turned the  bill  entitled  "A  supplement  to  an  act  entitied  *An  act 


I  214         MINUTES  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 

for  raising  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  bv  a  lottery,  for  the 
use  of  the  State,  and  for  other  purposes,'  "  with  the  amendments 
proposed  by  Council  disagreed  to,  and  a  further  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  House  of  Assembly;  which  was,  on  motion,  read, 
and  the  amendment  proposed  by  Council  adhered  to,  and  the 
amendment  proposed  oy  the  House  of  Assembly  disagreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  returned  by  the  Secretary; 
which  was  accordingly  done. 

Council  adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


EoDEM  Die,  P.  M.,  26th  October,  1791. 

Council  assembled. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  John  Gordon,  Esq.,  be  requested  to  furnish 
the  Council  Chamber,  in  the  Court  House,  at  Dover,  with  such 
things  as  he  may  think  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of 
Council,  and  that  he  exhibit  his  account  to  Council,  at  their  next 
meeting,  for  his  expenditures  in  the  same,  which  shall  be  allowed 
him. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  Council  furnish  the  said  John 
Gordon,  Esq.,  with  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

Council  made  the  following  allowances: 

To  the  Honorable  George  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Speaker, 

for  5  days*  attendance  and  mileage, £      700 

To  Archibald  Alexander,  Esq.,  for  5  days*  attend- 
ance and  mileage, 5     50 

To  Nehemiah  Tilton,   Esq.,   for  5  days*  attendance 

and  mileage, 5   10  o 

To  John  Gordon,  Esq.,  for  7  days*  attendance,  ...  440 

To  James  Raymond,  Esq.,  for  5  days  and  mileage,  .  420 

Carried  forward, ;^    26      10 
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Brought  over, ;C  26     10 

To  Rhoads  Shankland,  Esq.,  for  5  days'  attendance 

and  mileage 5     50 

To  Charles  Nixon,  for  7  days'  attendance  as  Clerk 

and  for  paper, 4  10  6 

To  Thomas  Wild,  for  7  days*  attendance  as  Door- 
keeper and  bell-ringer, 3^93 

To  James  Coleman,  for  making  a  writing  desk  for 

Council  Chamber, 11     50 

To  Christopher  Horton,  for  18  armed  chairs,  ....        10    2  6 

;g6i     3  3 

On  motion, 

Resolvedy  That  orders  be  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the 
foregoing  sums,  and  that  the  same  be  signed  by  the  Speaker. 

Whereupon  orders  were  drawn  and  signed  accordingly. 

Mr.  Robinson,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  presented  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

In  THE  House  of  Assembly,  October  26,  1791. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  affix  the 
Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  acts,  viz: 

1.  **A  supplement  to  an  act  entitied  *An  act  for  removing 
the  Seat  of  Justice  from  Lewes  to  a  more  central  part  of  Sussex 
County,  and  for  other  purposes;'  " 

2.  **A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  raising  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  by  a  lottery,  for  the  use  of  this 
State,  and  for  other  purposes;*  ** 

3.  **An  act  to  enable  Risdon  Bishop,  of  the  County  of  Kent, 
to  bring  certain  slaves  into  this  State.'* 

Sent  for  concurrence.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  CVk  of  Assembly, 

On  motion,  the  above  resolution  was  read  and  concurred  in. 
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Mr.  Robinson  also  delivered  the  acts  above  mentioned,  signed 
by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  which,  being  compared 
with  the  originals,  on  motion,  ordered  that  the  same  be  signed  by 
the  Speaker  of  Council;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Council  adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday  in  January  next. 


MINUTES  OF  COUNCIL. 
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MEMBERS'   NAMES. 


FOR  NEW  CASTLE  COUNTY : 

Thomas  Kean,  Nehemiah  Tilton, 

Archibald  Alexander. 

FOR  KENT  COUNTY : 

Fenwick  Fisher,  James  Raymond. 

(Vacancy,  by  the  death  of  John  Gordon.) 

FOR  SUSSEX  COUNTY : 

George  Mitchell,  Speaker,  Rhoads  Shankland, 

Isaac  Cooper. 


VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


ADJOURNED  SESSION,  JANUARY,   1792. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  at  Dover,  on  the  3d  day  of 
January,  1792,  the  number  of  members  sufficient  to  constitute  a 
quorum  not  appearing,  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until 
Wednesday,  the  eleventh  day  of  January,  instant. 


Wednesday,  nth  January,  1792. 

Council  assembled.  Present,  the  Honorable  George  Mitchell, 
Esq.,  Speaker;  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Alexander,  Mr.  Raymond,  Mr. 
Shankland,  and  Mr.  Cooper. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  12th  January,  1792. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tilton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Raymond,  that  the 
bill  entitled  **A  supplement  to  the  execution  law,*'  which  had 
lain  on  the  files  of  Council  since  October,  1790,  be  now  taken  up 
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and  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  to  report  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee  appointed  are  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Cooper,  and 
Mr.  Alexander. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Thursday,  January  12th,  1792,  P.  M. 

Council  assembled. 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  letter  from  the  Auditor,  in- 
forming Council  that  his  indisposition  prevented  his  attendance, 
which  was,  by  order,  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Friday,  January  13th,  1792,  A.  M. 
Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 
Adjourned  to  3  o'clock. 


Friday,  January  13th.  1792,  P.  M. 

Council  assembled. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Nehemiah  Tilton,  Esquire,  be  and  he  is  hereby 
appointed,  instead  of  Nicholas  Ridgely.  Esquire,  heretofore  ap- 
pomted  for  that  purpose,  whose  time  as  a  member  of  Council  has 
since  expired,  to  take  effectual  measures,  with  the  assistance  of 
Charles  Nixon,  to  have  fifty  copies  of  the  votes  and  proceedings 
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of  Council,  together  with  the  rules  established  by  Council  pre- 
fixed thereto,  printed,  from  October,  1788,  to  the  present  session, 
inclusive. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  **A  sup- 
plement to  an  act  for  taking  lands  in  execution,"  presented  the 
following  report,  viz: 

' '  That  the  existing  laws  of  this  State  and  the  practice  and 
usage  of  the  Courts  are  competent  to  all  the  purposes  intended 
to  be  remedied  by  said  act.  We  are  therefore  of  opinion  the  said 
supplementary  act  ought  to  be  rejected  by  Council." 

On  motion,  the  above  report  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Raymond,  and  Mr.  Cooper 
be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to  revise  the  act 
entided  ''An  act  supplementary  to  uie  act  entitled  *An  act  for 
the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,'  passed  the 
5th  February,  1785." 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  the  following  resolution: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  January  12th,  1792,  P.  M. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  be  appoint- 
ed to  confer  on  the  business  relating  to  the  Auditor  of  Accoimts 
of  this  State,  in  order  to  devise  the  best  means  to  procure  to  the 
Legislature  such  information  as  may  be  considered  expedient, 
and  likewise  to  procure  the  books  of  the  State  Treasurer. 

The  members  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House  are  Mr. 
McKennan  and  Mr.  Barker. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly, 

On  motion,  the  above  resolution  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

The  members  appointed  on  the  part  of  Council  are  Mr.  Alex- 
ander and  Mr.  Shankland. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Saturday^  January  14th,  1792,  A*  M- 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday* 

Mr.  Robinson,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **A  supplementary  act  to  an 
act  entitled  'An  act  to  enable  the  owners  and  possessors  of  the 
marsh  meadow  on  the  southwest  side  of  Christiana  river,  in 
New  Castle  County,  to  keep  the  banks,  dams  and  sluices  in  good 
and  sufficient  order  and  repair/  "  passed  by  the  House  of  As- 
sembly and  sent  for  concurrence;  which  was,  on  motion,  read 
and  referred  to  Mr.  Raymond  and  Mr.  Alexander,  to  repoft 
thereon, 

Mr.  Raymond  applied  for  leave  of  absence  till  Monday  next. 
which  w^as  granted. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Council  assembled. 


Saturday,  January  14th,  179a, 
Mr.  Raymond  absent 


P.  M. 


Mr,  Truitt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Chair  a  petition,  signed  by  Jonas  Stedham,  Job 
Harvey,  Peter  Jacquet,  Sen.,  Jesse  Jacquet,  and  Peter  Jacquct, 
Jun.p  praying  the  Legislature  to  pass  a  supplementary  act  to  an 
act  entitled  '*An  act  to  enable  the  ow^ners  and  possessors  of  the 
marsh  meadow  on  the  southwest  side  of  Christiana  river,  in  New 
Castle  County »  to  keep  the  banks,  dams  and  shiices  in  good  auid 
sufficient  order  and  repair,"  together  with  several  papers  relative 
thereto;  which  were,  by  order,  read  and  referred  to  the  coasxnil* 
tee  this  morning  appointed  on  that  business. 

The  committee  appointed  yesterday  to  confer  with  a  committee 
of  the  House  of  Assembl  v,  presented  their  report^  which  was,  by 
order,  read,  and  is  as  follows,  vh: 
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The  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  confer  on 
the  best  mode  of  obtaining  a  statement  of  the  public  accounts 
of  the  State,  as  well  as  to  devise  a  plan  for  having  the  books  of 
the  late  Treasurer  lodged  with  the  present  Treasurer,  beg  leave 
to  report,  as  their  opinion,  that  for  effecting  the  above  purposes 
a  letter,  addressed  from  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses,  be  sent  to 
the  Auditor  of  this  State,  requiring  his  immediate  attendance, 
or,  if  sickness  or  other  causes  should  prevent  his  personal  attend- 
ance, then,  in  that  case,  a  statement  of  the  public  accounts 
should  be  made  out  and  forwarded  by  him,  without  loss  of  time, 
or  furnish  the  Houses  with  his  books.  And  as  your  committee 
have  understood  that  the  books  of  the  late  Treasurer  are  at  this 
time  in  Philadelphia,  they  therefore  are  of  opinion  that  the 
Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  should,  by  letter,  call  on  the  execu- 
tors of  the  late  Treasurer,  desiring  mat  the  books  of  the  late 
Treasurer  should  be  immediately  obtained  and  lodged  by  them 
with  the  present  Treasurer  of  the  State. 

Signed  by  the  Committee  of  Council, 

ARCHB'D  ALEXANDER. 
RHOADS  SHANKLAND. 

Signed  by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

WM.  McKENNAN, 
JOS.  BARKER. 

On  motion,  the  foregoing  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hollingsworth,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
presented  the  following  proposed  amendment  to  the  report  of  the 
joint  committee,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  A.  M.,  Jan.  13th,  1792. 

Resolved,  That  the  Auditor  of  this  State  be  requested  and 
directed  to  make  his  immediate  attendance  before  this  House 
and  show  cause  why  he  has  not  complied  with  the  resolution 
entered  into  by  this  House  at  their  last  October  session,  and  that 
the  Sergeant-at-Arms  be  requested  to  wait  on  him  with  the 
above  resolution,  and  in  case  of  sickness,  to  forward  his  books 
and  papers  for  the  inspection  of  the  Legislature  forthwith. 

And  that  the  executors  of  the  late  State  Treasurer  be  re- 
quested to  deliver  up,  within  six  days  after  being  notified,  to 
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the  present  State  Treasurer,  all  the  books  and  papers  of  the  said 
office,  whole,  entire,  and  undefaced,  and  that  notice  of  this  reso- 
lution be  given  to  the  said  executors. 

The  House  of  Assembly  propose  the  above  as  an  amendment 
to  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  of  both  Houses,  to  begin 
idler  **  their  opinion.'  Dele  all  the  after  dauses  and  insert  the 
above. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  For  JAMES*  BOOTH, 

F.  MANY,  C 

On  motion,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read  and  unanimously 
rejected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
jand  return  the  said  resolution  and  report  of  the  joint  committee; 
which  he  did  accordingly. 

Council  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 


Monday,  January  i6th,  1792,  P.  M. 
Council  assembled.     Present  as  on  Saturday  morning. 
Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  January  17th.  1792. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

The  Speaker  laid  upon  the  table  the  following  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  handed  to  him  by  Mr.  McKennan,  a  mem- 
ber of  that  House: 
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In  the  House  of  Assembly,  January  17th,  1792. 

Resolved^  That  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  be  directed  to  put  in 
order  the  office  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  State  House  to 
receive  the  books,  &c.,  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  of  this  State. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  FRANCIS  MANY,  for 

Sent  for  concurrence.  JAS.   BOOTH,  CV k. 

On  motion,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read  and  unanimously 
disagreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  following  resolution  was  entered  into: 

Resolvedy  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  desired  to  call  on 
the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Levy  Court  of  Kent  County 
for  building  a  new  tourt  House  in  Dover,  in  said  county,  and 
request  them  to  put  him  in  the  possession  of  the  office  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  said  Court  House,  appropriated  to  and  for 
the  sole  use  and  accommodation  of  the  General  Assembly  by  a 
law  passed  at  Dover  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  and  that  the  said  office  shall 
be  used  and  occupied  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  and  in  such 
other  manner  as  shall  hereafter  be  directed  by  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

Resolved^  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  furnished  with  a 
copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Shankland  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  foregoing  resolutions,  for  their  concurrence;  which  he 
did  accordingly. 

A  petition  from  Margaret  North  was  presented  and  read,  pray- 
ing Council  to  concur  with  the  House  of  Assembly  in  ^ntmg  a 
sum  of  money  which  had  been  reported  by  the  Auditor  to  be 
due  to  her. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Wednesday,  January  i8th,  1792.  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  and  Mr.  Raymond  be  a  com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration  the  petition  of  Margaret  North, 
which  was  presented  and  read  yesterday,  and  to  report  thereon. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  January  19th,  1792,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
presented  to  the  Chair  a  petition  from  the  Trustees  of  the  Poor 
of  New  Castle  County  and  a  bill  entitled  *'A  supplementary  act 
to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  better  relief  of  the  Poor,'  passed 
the  29th  day  of  January,  1791,''  passed  by  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly and  sent  for  concurrence.  Which  petition  and  bill  were,  on 
motion,  read. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  *An  act  for 
the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts/  passed  the 
5th  February,  1785,"  reported  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,"  which  was,  on 
motion,  read. 

Agreeable  to  leave  granted,  Mr.  Raymond  laid  on  the  table 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  Ann  Ridgely  and  Nicholas 
Ridgely,  executors  of  Charles  Ridgely,  Esquire,  deceased,  to 
convey  unto  Daniel  Mifflin  a  certam  parcel  of  land  situate  in 
Murderkill  Hundred,  Kent  County;*'  which  was.  on  motion, 
read. 
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On  motion,  the  petition  from  the  Trustees  of  the  Poor  of  New 
Castle  County,  together  with  the  bill  entitled  '*A  supplementary 
act  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  better  relief  of  the  Poor,' 
passed  the  29th  day  of  January,  1791,'*  was  committed  to  Mr. 
Tilton,  Mr.  Alexander,  and  Mr.  Raymond,  to  report  thereon. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Thursday,  January  19th,  1792,  P.  M. 

Council  assembled. 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  for 
the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,"  was  read 
a  second  time  by  paragraphs,  and  passed  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cooper  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  said  bill  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Many,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  presented 
to  the  Chair  the  following  message  from  the  President,  together 
with  the  several  letters  and  papers  therein  mentioned: 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly: 

The  Secretary  will  lay  before  you  a  copy  of  additional  treaties, 
index,  and  errata  to  complete  the  sets  of  the  acts  passed  the 
first,  second,  and  third  sessions  of  Congress;  also  duly  authenti- 
cated copies  of  *  *  An  act  granting  further  time  for  making  a  return 
of  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  District  of  South 
Carolina ;"  of  *  *  An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Cook  and  Thomas 
Campbell;"  of  **An  act  for  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  Government  for  the  year  1792;"  also  a  printed  **  Return  of 
the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States;"  a 
letter  from  his  Excellency,  Charles  Pinckney,  Governor  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  with  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  that 
State,  inclosing  a  list  of  books  and  papers  belonging  to  the  Dela- 
ware State,  contained  in  a  box  in  the  said  Secretary's  office;  a 
letter  from  the  Honorable  Thomas  McKean  and  Edmund  Phy- 
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sick,  attorneys-in-fact  of  the  Honorable  John  Penn  and  Jno^ 
Penn  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  late  proprietors  of 
the  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  informing  that 
the  said  attorneys-in-fact  are  authorized  to  remit  all  alienaltoji 
fines  that  were  in  arrears  on  the  2d  day  of  September,  1 775,  and 
to  make  composition  and  agreement  respecting  the  quit  rents 
and  other  rents,  issues,  and  profits,  and  the  remaining  alienatioa 
tines  now  due  to  the  said  proprietors,  or  either  of  them,  accord- 
ing to  circumstances,  and  proposing  to  sell  to  the  Government 
all  the  estate,  rights  and  titles  of  the  said  proprietors  in  and  to 
this  State. 

The  office  of  Treasurer  of  this  State  having  become  vacant 
by  the  death  of  John  Gordon,  the  late  Treasurer,  I  did»  on  the 
5th  day  of  December  last,  by  and  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Privy  Council,  constitute  and  appoint  Francis  Many,  the  Trea- 
surer of  this  State,  to  hold  and  enjoy  that  office  until  the  LcgiA* 
lature  should  take  order  in  the  premises, 

Dover,  January,  1792.  J.  CLAYTOR 

Council  adjourned  to  10  o*  clock  to-morrow. 


Friday,  January  20th,  1792,  A.  M, 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 


Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Aseembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  presented  to  the  Chair  the  following  resoluUon,  whicli 

was,  by  order,  read,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  AssemblYp  January  2oih,  1792, 

Whereas  it  appears,  by  a  report  from  the  Auditor,  that  there 
are  a  number  of  balances  which  stand  open  in  the  public  boc^ks, 
in  old  emissions  of  Continental  money,  therefore 

Resalvedy  That  the  Auditor  be  directed  to  liquidate  all  such 
balances  to  specie  value  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  for  one 

An  extract  from  the  minutes.         FRANCIS  MANY,  fo. 

Sent  for  concurrence.  JAMES  BOOTH,  CVh. 
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The  same  member  also  delivered  the  following  resolution  : 
In  THE  House  of  Assembly,  January  20th,  1792. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  this  State  shall  be  requested 
to  take  such  measures  as  he  shall  conceive  most  effectual  for  pro- 
curing sundry  books  and  papers,  the  property  of  this  State,  as 
well  as  sundry  books  and  papers,  the  property  of  Samuel  Patter- 
son, deceasea,  now  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina;  and  that  the 
President  draw  an  order  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  necessary 
expenses  for  procuring  the  same. 

An  extract  from  the  minutes.        FRANCIS  MANY,  for 

Sent  for  concurrence.  JAMES  BOOTH,  CV k. 

On  motion,  the  last  mentioned  resolution  was  read,  considered 
and  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  President's  Message,  together  with  the  letters 
and  papers  therein  mentioned,  were  read. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Friday,  January  20th,  1792,  P.  M. 
Council  assembled. 

Mr.  Rogers,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  presented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  '  *  An  act  to  supply 
the  loss  of  a  deed  made  in  or  about  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty-eight,  by  Simon  Dixon  to  John  Way,  for  two 
hundred  acres  ot  land  in  Mill  Creek  Hundred,  in  the  County  of 
New  Castle,"  passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  sent  for  con- 
ciuTence.     Wnich  bill  was,  on  motion,  read. 

On  motion,  by  special  order. 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  authorize  Ann  Ridgely  and  Nich- 
olas Ridgely,  the  executors  of  Charles  Ridgely,  &5q.,  deceased, 
to  convey  unto  Daniel  Mifflin  a  certain  parcel  of  land  situate  in 
Murderkill  Hundred,  Kent  County,"  was  read  a  second  time  by 
paragraphs  and  passed  Council. 
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Mr.  Alexander  presented  to  the  Chair  a  petition,  signed  by  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  New  Castle,  pra\nng' 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enlarge  the  corporate  powers  of  the 
Trustees  of  New  Castle  Commons;  which  was,  on  motion^  rcad» 
and  leave  granted  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  special  order^ 

The  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  supply  the  loss  of  a  deed  made  in 
or  about  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fiftv*cighl^ 
by  Simon  Dixon  to  John  Way,  for  t^o  hundred  acres  of^  land  in 
Mill  Creek  Hundred,  in  the  County  of  New  Castle,**  was  read  a 
second  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed  Council, 

On  motion  to  put  in  nomination  persons  to  be  balloted  for,  to- 
morrow morning,  out  of  whom  two  are  to  be  chosen  as  Privy 
Councillors  to  supply  the  vacancies  of  George  Wilson  and 
Manlove  Emerson,  Esquires,  whose  times  have  expired  by  rota- 
tion, the  following  nominations  were  made,  viz  :  Mr.  Cooper 
nominated  Nathaniel  Mitchell,  Esq.;  Mr.  Raymond  nominated 
George  McCall  ;  Mr.  Tilton  nommated  George  Monro ;  Mr. 
Alexander  nominated  Charles  Nixon  ;  Mr.  Mitchell  nominated 
Elijah  Barratt. 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  January  2isi,  1792,  A.  M. 


Council  assembled. 


Mr.  Batson,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre* 
sented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  enabling  Etsha 
Dickerson  to  erect  a  mill-dam  across  the  head  of  the  waters  of 
Indian  River  near  a  place  called  Rock  Hole,  in  Indian  River 
Hundred,  and  Sussex  County,  and  for  the  condemnation  of  a 
small  piece  of  fast  land,  on  the  south  side  of  said  waters,  for  the 
use  of  a  grist  and  saw-mill,  with  a  log  yard,**  passed  by  the 
House  of  Assembly  and  sent  for  concurrence.  Which  waa,  on 
motion,  read  and  referred  to  Mr.  Tilton,  Mn  Raymond,  and  Mr. 
Cooper,  to  report  thereon. 
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Acjeeable  to  leave  eranted  yesterday,  Mr.  Alexander  laid 
on  the  table  a  bill  entiUed  **An  act  for  enlarging  the  corporate 
powers  of  the  Trustees  of  the  New  Castie  Commons;"  which 
was,  on  motion,  read. 

Mr.  Robinson,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Chair  a  petition,  signed  by  a  number  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  Campden,  praying  a  law  to  prevent  hogs  from  running 
at  lar^e,  and  a  bill  entiUed  *  'An  act  to  prevent  swine  running  at 
large  m  the  village  of  Campden  and  certain  bounds  and  limits 
therein  prescribed/'  passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  sent 
for  concurrence.    Which  petition  and  bill  were,  on  motion,  read. 

A  memorial,  signed  by  the  Sheriffs  of  New  Castie  and  Kent 
Counties,  praving  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  increase  the  fees  to 
Sheriffs,  was  laid  on  the  table,  and,  on  motion,  read  and  referred 
to  Mr.  Alexander  and  Mr.  Shankland,  to  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  special  order. 

The  bill  entitied  '*An  act  for  enlarging  the  corporate  powers 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  New  Castie  Commons,"  was  read  a  second 
time  by  paragraphs,  and  passed  Council. 

A^eeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Council  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  two  persons  as  Privy  Councillors,  to  supply  the  vacan- 
cies occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  the  times  of  Cieorge  Wilson 
and  Manlove  Emerson,  Esquires,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and 
cast  up,  it  appears  that  Nathaniel  Mitchell  and  George  McCall, 
Esquires,  were  duly  elected,  and  they  were  declared  to  be  duly 
elected  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 


Monday,  January  23d,  1792. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  on  Saturday. 

Orderedy  That  Mr.  Raymond  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  the  following  papers,  viz: 
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"An  act  to  supply  the  loss  of  a  deed  made  in  or  about  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty -eight,  bv  Simon 
Dixon  to  John  Way,  for  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Mill  Creek 
Hundred,  in  the  County  of  New  Castle**  concurred  in  by  Coun* 
cil;  *'An  act  to  authorize  Ann  Rldj^ely  and  Nicholas  Ridgdy, 
executors  of  Charles  Ridgely,  Esquire,  deceased,  to  convey  tmio 
Daniel  Mifflin  a  certain  parcel  of  land  situate  in  Murderkill  Hun- 
dred, Kent  County,'^  passed  by  Council  and  sent  for  concurrence; 
**An  act  for  cntarg^ing  the  corporate  powers  of  the  Trustee  of 
the  New  Castle  Commons/*  passed  by  Council  and  sent  for  con* 
currence;  and  the  resolotion  of  the  House  of  Assembly  entered 
into  the  20th  instant,  respecting  the  books  and  papers  belonging 
to  the  State,  now  in  South  Carolina,  concurred  ui  by  CounciL 

Which  he  did  accordingly. 

On  motion. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Shankland  and  Mr,  Alexander  be  at  com* 
mittee  to  take  into  consideration  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to 
prevent  swine  running  at  large  '\x\  the  village  of  Campden*  afu] 
certain  bounds  and  limits  therein  prescribed/'  and  to  report 
thereon, 

Mr.  Evans,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly',  was  admit- 
ted  and  presented  the  following  resolution,  viz.,  which  was  read  : 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  January  ajd,  179a. 

Resolved,  That  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  be  appointed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  condition  of  the  finances  of  dtci 
State,  and  as  far  as  can  be  the  accounts  and  demands  doe  to  the 
same,  and  report  to  this  General  Assembly  the  most  advisable 
means  for  bringing  all  monies  and  demands  into  the  public 
Treasury^. 

The  members  on  the  part  of  this  House,  are  Messrs.  Truitl. 
Evans,  and  Bats  on. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  FRANCIS  MANY,  for 

Sent  for  concurrence.  JAMES  BOOTH,  Cr k. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Tuesday,  24th  January,  1792,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mar- 
garet North,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  read: 

That  from  every  information  they  have  been  able  to  collect,  it 
is  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  Council  should  concur  with 
the  House  of  Assembly  and  agree  to  the  Auditor's  report,  as 
made  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the  nth  of  January,  1791,  and 
entered  on  the  minutes  of  Council. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Auditor,  dated  the  eleventh  of 
January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  as  entered 
at  large  on  the  minutes  of  Council  the  twelfth  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  allowing  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  six  shillings  and  five  pence  to 
Margaret  North,  was  read,  considered,  and  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  appoint- 
ing a  joint  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
finances  of  this  State,  presented  yesterday,  was  read,  considered, 
and  agreed  to. 

The  members  appointed  on  the  part  of  Council,  are  Mr.  Tilton, 
Mr.  Alexander,  and  Mr.  Raymond. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Cooper  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  return  them  the  above  resolution  and  the  report  of  the 
Auditor,  concurred  in  by  Council;  which  he  did  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  January  25th,  1792,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
Sheriffs  of  New  Castle  and  Kent  Counties,  presented  the  follow- 
ing report,  viz: 
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That  as  this  State  is  now  about  to  alter  the  present  Coiistitia- 
tion  and  form  a  new  one,  which  is  soon  expected  to  take  eflfect, 
and  at  which  time  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Legislature  to  make 
many  general  regulations  for  the  respective  officers,  it  is  therefore 
the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  Council  should  not  at  this 
time  go  into  any  partial  regulation  of  the  fees  as  established  by 
the  present  existing  laws  of  this  State, 

Which  was,  on  motion,  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  **An 
act  to  prevent  swine  running  at  large  in  the  village  of  Campden 
and  cerUin  bounds  and  limits  therein  prescribed/*  reported 
sundry  amendments  to  said  bill. 

On  motion,  the  said  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  with  the 

amendments  proposed  thereto  by  the  committee. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Wednesday,  January  25th,  1792,  P.  M, 

Council  assembled. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  prevent  swine  ruiming 
at  large  in  the  village  of  Campden  and  certain  bounds  and  limits 
therem  prescribed,  was  read  a  third  time  by  paragraphs,  with 
the  amendments  proposed »  and  passed  Council 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cooper  wait  on  the  House  of  A$%$etnblv 
with  said  bill;  which  he  did  accordingly. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  mod 
returned  the  bill  entitled  "*An  act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy 
recovery   of   small   debts,"    with   eight   amendments    proposed 

thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Thursday,  26th  January,  1792. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  **A  sup- 
plementary act  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  better  Relief  of 
the  Poor, ' ' '  reported  that  the  said  act,  as  passed  by  the  House 
of  Assembly,  should  be  rejected  by  Council,  and,  instead  thereof, 
a  bill  entitled  **A  supplementary  act  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act 
for  the  better  Relief  of  the  Poor,'  passed  at  Dover,  the  29th  day 
of  January,  1791,''  which  the  committee  now  laid  on  the  table, 
should  be  substituted. 

On  motion,  the  act  reported  by  the  committee  was  read. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  **A  supplementary  act  to  the  act 
entitled  *An  act  for  the  better  Relief  of  the  Poor,'*  as  passed  by 
the  House  of  Assembly,  was  read  and  unanimously  rejected. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  '*A  supplementary  act  to  an  act 
entitled  *An  act  for  the  better  Relief  of  the  Poor,'  passed  at 
Dover,  the  29th  day  of  January,  1791,"  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, was,  by  special  order,  read  a  second  time  by  paragraphs, 
and  passed  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tilton  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  with 
said  bill,  for  their  concurrence;  which  he  did  accordingly. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  presented 
the  20th  inst.,  directing  the  Auditor  to  liquidate  the  balances  due 
on  the  old  emissions,  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tilton  return  the  said  resolution  to  the 
House  of  Assembly;  which  he  did  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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Council  assembled. 


Friday,  January  27th,  1792,  A.  M. 

Present  as  yesterday. 


Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre- 
sented  to  the  Chair  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  enable  the  owners 
and  possessors  of  a  certain  tract  of  meadow  g^-ound,  marsh  and 
cripple,  situate  at  the  north  end  of  the  Town  of  New  Castle,  to 
repair,  support  and  maintain  the  banks,  dykes  and  sluices  be* 
long^ing  to  the  same/*  passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
sent  for  concurrence,  and  a  petition,  signed  by  sundry  persons, 
owners  of  marsh  near  the  Town  of  New  Castle. 

On  motion,  the  act  entitled  **An  act  for  the  more  easy  and 
speedy  recovery  of  small  debts, '  *  with  the  amendments  proposed 
thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  read,  and  six  of  the  said 
amendments  were  disagreed  to,  and  an  additional  amendmetit 

proposed  thereto  by  Council 

Ordered,  That  Mr  Cooper  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  said  bill,  and  the  amendment  proposed  thereto,  for  thesr 
concurrence;  which  he  did  accordingly. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  '*An  act 
to  enable  Elisha  Dickerson  to  erect  a  mill-dam  across  the  head* 
waters  of  Indian  River,'*  presented  the  following  report,  vix: 

"That  they  are  of  opinion  said  bill  may  pass  into  a  law,  with 
such  amendments  as  shall  be  thought  proper  by  Council.'* 

Which  was,  on  motion,  read  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tilton,  seconded  by  Mr,  Alexander,   thai 

the  said  bill  be  recommitted,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative, 

Mr,  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembljr,  was  admitted  and 
presented  to  the  Chair  a  memorial  of  William  Frazer,  in  behalf 
of  his  son,  William  Clark  Frazer,  together  with  a  bill  entitled 
**An  act  to  vest  William  Clark  Frazer  wnth  certain  parts  of  the 
estate  of  William  Clark,  deceased,  whicli  by  reason  of  alienage 
in  the  devisee  had  devolved  to  the  Delaware  State,  in  WiUiam 
Clark  Frazer,  an  infant/* 
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On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  enable  EHsha  Dicker- 
son  to  erect  a  mill-dam  across  the  headwaters  of  Indian  River,*' 
was,  by  special  order,  taken  up  for  a  'second  reading,  by  para- 
eraphs,  and  after  some  progress  made  therein,  Council  ad- 
journed to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Friday,  January  27th,  1792,  P.  M. 

Council  assembled,  and,  on  motion,  resumed  the  reading,  by 
paragraphs,  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  enable  Elisha  Dickerson 
to  erect  a  mill-dam  across  the  headwaters  of  Indian  River." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tilton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Alexander,  to 
postpone  the  reading  said  bill  till  Council  have  further  considera- 
tion of  the  same,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Council  then  proceeded  in  the  reading  of  said  bill,  and  sun- 
dry amendments  being  proposed  thereto  and  agreed  to,  passed 
Council. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  January  28th,  1792,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.  Present  as  yesterday,  except  Mr.  Shank- 
land. 

Mr.  HoUingsworth,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  the  following  papers,  viz:  A  petition  signed  by  James 
Delaplaine,  with  the  following  resolution: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  26th  January,  1792,  P.  M. 

Resolved,  That  James  Delaplaine,  late  Collector  of  the  State 
Tax  of  New  Castle  County,  be  allowed  four  per  cent,  for  the  col- 
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lection  of  the  State  tax  for  the  year  1785,  on  the  6nal  settlemeot 
of  his  account  with  Uie  Auditor. 

Sent  for  concurrence.  FRANCIS  MANY. 

For  JAMES  BOOTH,  CVk. 

The  same  member  also  delivered  the  following  report,  viz: 

We,  the  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  of  the  General  As* 
sembly,  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
finances  of  the  State,  ^n^d  the  measures  to  be  taken  to  bring  the 
outstanding  debts  into  the  Treasury,  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  the  Auditor  lay  a  state  of  the  finances  before  the  CeDeml 
Assembly,  specifying  the  several  debtors  and  the  sum  or  sums 
due  from  each  of  them,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained.  That  a 
law  be  passed  appointing  a  State  Treasurer,  vested  wth  ample 
powers  to  recover,  in  the  most  speedy  and  summary'  manner,  th« 
sum  or  sums  so  reported  due  to  the  State.  That  he  mi*y  attend 
the  sale  of  lands  or  goods  at  the  suit  of  the  State;  bid  for  or  buy 
the  samcj  and  make  sale  thereof  for  the  use  of  the  State,  always 
having  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  State  in  his  purchases  or 
sales.  That  provision  be  made  for  bringing  all  monies  from  the 
different  Loan  Offices  into  the  Treasury;  and  that  no  further 
loans  of  money  be  made  on  mortgage.  That  provision  be  made 
for  appointing  collectors  for  the  different  Hundreds  in  Sussex 
County  for  the  tax  laid  in  1790,  where  they  are  not  ;ilre;idy  ap- 
pointed. That  the  Auditor,  at  all  times  when  requircdt  shall 
furnish  the  Treasurer  with  an  account  of  any  debtor  or  debtors* 
accounts  as  the  same  stand  on  the  public  books;  and  that  the 
State  Treasurer  shall  settle  his  accounts  quarterly  with  the  Audi* 
tor. 

Signed  on  the  part  of  Council, 

NEHEMIAH  TILTON. 
JAMES  RAYMOND, 
ARCHB'D    ALEXANDER. 

Signed  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

THOS.  EVANS. 
GEORGE  TRUITT, 
JOHN  W.  BATSON. 

Amendment  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  to  the  report 
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of  the  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses:  That  the  word  **  Trea- 
surer ' '  shall  be  erased,  and  *  *  agent '  *  put  in  the  stead  thereof,  in 
the  5th  line. 

Sent  for  concurrence.  FRANCIS  MANY, 

Jan.  27th,  1792,  A.  M.  For  JAS.  BOOTH,  Crk. 

A  memorial  from  Charles  Pope,  formerly  Lieutenant  Colonel 
of  the  troops  of  this  State,  with  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  January  28th,  1792. 

Resolved^  That  Lt.  Col.  Charles  Pope  is  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  all  that  part  of  the  act  of  Assembly  of  this  State  entitled  '*An 
act  for  calling  out  of  circulation  their  quota  of  Continental  money,** 
so  far  as  it  respects  the  depreciation  of  the  pay  due  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  Delaware  Regiment,  and  that  the  Auditor 
and  the  surviving  Commissioner  for  settiing  the  depreciation 
accounts  be  required  to  adjust  and  liquidate  the  depreciation  of 
the  pay  of  the  said  Charles  Pope  and  issue  their  certificate  or  cir- 
tificates  for  the  same. 

Sent  for  concurrence.  FRANCIS  MANY, 

For  JAS.  BOOTH,  CVk. 

Mr.  Hollingsworth  also  returned  the  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for 
the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts,**  with  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  disagreed 
to  by  Council,  receded  from,  and  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Council  disagreed  to,  and  a  further  amendment  proposed  by  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  the  said  bill  was  read,  and  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Council  receded  from,  and  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  House  of  Assembly  agreed  to. 

Ordered  that  the  same  be  now  engrossed. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  state  of  the  finances,  was  read  and  agreed 
to.  The  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly was  rejected. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  return  said  report;  which  he  did  accordingly. 
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Mr.  Tniitt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  presented 
to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  better  improvement  of 
a  tract  or  parcel  of  meadow,  marsh  and  cripple,  commonly  called 
the  Mill  Creek  Marshes,  situated  on  St.  Jones'  River,  in  Kent 
County,'*  passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  sent  for  concur- 
rence. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  on  Monday. 


Monday,  January  30th.  1792,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  on  Saturday. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  *'An  act  to  enable  the  owners 
and  possessors  of  a  certain  tract  of  meadow  ground,  marsh  and 
cripple,  situate  at  the  north  end  of  the  Town  of  New  Castle,  to 
repair,  support  and  maintain  the  banks,  dykes  and  sluices  be- 
longing to  the  same, ' '  was  read. 

On  motion,  the  last  mentioned  bill,  and  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  better  improvement  of  a  tract  or  parcel  of  meadow, 
marsh  and  cripple,  commonly  called  the  Mill  Creek  Marshes. 
situated  on  St.  Jones'  River,  in  Kent  County,"  were  referred 
to  Mr.  Tilton  and  Mr.  Alexander,  to  report  thereon. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Monday,  January  30th,  1792,  P.  M. 
Council  assembled. 

On  motion,  the  memorial  of  Lt.  Col.  Charles  Pope,  together 
with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  his  case,  dated 
the  28th  instant,  were  read. 

On  motion. 
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Resolved,  That  Council  do  concur  in  the  said  resolution. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Raymond  return  said  resolution  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  which  was  done  accordingly. 

On  motion,  the  memorial  of  William  Frazer,  in  behalf  of  his 
son,  and  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  to  vest  certain  parts  of  the 
estate  of  William  Clark,  deceased,  which  by  reason  of  alienage 
in  the  devisee  had  devolved  to  the  Delaware  State,  in  William 
Clark  Frazer,  an  infant,**  were  read  and  referred  to  Mr.  Alexan- 
der, Mr.  Raymond,  and  Mr.  Cooper,  to  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  the  petition  of  Tames  Delaplaine,  with  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Assembly,  dated  the  26th  inst.,  respecting 
a  further  allowance  to  him  as  Collector  of  the  State  Tax  for  1785, 
were  read  and  committed  to  Mr.  Tilton  and  Mr.  Cooper  to  report 
thereon. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  January  31st,  1792. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
presented  a  bill  entitled  **An  additional  supplement  to  an  act  en- 
titled *An  act  for  the  limitation  of  actions  and  proving  accounts 
against  the  estates  of  persons  dying  within  this  State,*  **  passed 
by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  sent  for  concurrence.  Which 
was,  on  motion,  read. 

Mr.  Evans,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  re- 
turned the  bill  entitled  **A  supplementary  act  to  an  act  for  the 
better  Relief  of  the  Poor,**  witn  twenty  amendments  proposed 
thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  which,  on  motion,  were  read, 
and  five  of  their  proposed  amendments  disagreed  to,  one  post- 
poned, the  remaining  number  agreed  to,  and  an  amendment  pro- 
posed thereto  by  Council. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  **An  act 
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to  enable  the  owners  and  possessors  of  a  certain  tract  of  meadow 
ground,  marsh  and  cripple,  situate  at  the  north  end  of  the  Town 
of  New  Castle,  to  repair,  support  and  maintain  the  banks,  dykes 
and  sluices  belonging  to  the  same,"  reported  sundry  amendments 
thereto. 

On  motion,  the  said  bill  was,  by  special  order,  read  a  second 
time,  by  paragraphs,  and  sundry  amendments  being  proposed 
and  agreed  to,  passed  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cooper  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  said  bill,  and  the  amendments  proposed,  for  their  concur- 
rence; which  he  did  accordingly. 

Mr.  HoUingsworth,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
returned  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  on  the  subject  of 
finance,  with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  the  House, 
and  disagreed  to  by  Council  adhered  to,  and  four  additional 
amendments  proposed  thereto,  which  were,  on  motion,  read. 

Adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  February  ist,  1792,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tilton  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
deliver  them  the  following  verbal  message,  for  their  concurrence, 
viz: 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  propose  to  the  honorable  House  of  Assembly  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  at 
one  o'clock  this  afternoon,  in  order  to  put  in  nomination  persons 
out  of  whom  shall  be  chosen  a  State  Treasurer,  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  John  Gordon,  Esquire;  and 
also  to  put  in  nomination  persons  out  of  whom  shall  be  chosen 
a  Justice  to  supply  the  vacancy  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
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in  the  County  of  Sussex,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Peter  F. 
Wright,  Esquire. 


Mr.  Tilton  delivered  the  message  accordingly. 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  wa 
le  above  message,  concurred  in  by  the 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  returned 
the  above  message,  concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Assembly. 


Wednesday,  February  ist,  1792,  P.  M. 
Council  assembled. 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  delivered 
the  fpUowing  verbal  message,  which  was  read,  viz: 

In  THE  House  of  Assembly,  P.  M.,  February  ist,  1792. 

Gentlemen  : 

The  House  of  Assembly  propose  to  the  honorable  Legislative 
Council  that  they  will  meet,  m  the  Council  Chamber,  in  five 
minutes,  in  order  to  put  in  nomination  persons  out  of  whom  shall 
be  chosen  a  State  Treasurer,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  John  Gordon,  Esquire;  and  also  to  put  in  nom- 
ination persons  out  of  whom  shall  be  chosen  a  Justice  to  supply 
the  vacancy  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  County  of 
Sussex,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Peter  F.  Wright,  Esquire. 

The  General  Assembly  met  in  Council  Chamber. 

The  verbal  message  sent  this  morning  by  Council  to  the  House 
of  Assembly,  and  concurred  in  by  that  House,  was,  by  order, 
read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Many,  seconded  by  Mr.  Barratt,  that  as  the 
President  or  Commander-in-Chief  is  not  present,  the  two  Houses 
do  now  separate,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Truitt,  seconded  by  Mr.  Batson,  that  the 
General  Assembly  do  now  proceed  to  nominate  persons  out  of 
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whom  shall  be  chosen  a  State  Treasurer,  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  John  Gordon,  Esquire,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  General  Assembly  proceeded  accordingly,  and  the  follow- 
ing persons  were  nominated,  viz: 

Mr.  Draper  nominated  Robert  Clark,  Esquire;  Mr.  McLane 
nominated  Francis  Many,  Esquire;  Mr.  Oliver  nominated  Nich- 
olas Ridgely,  Elsquire;  Mr.  Alexander  nominated  John  Stock- 
ton^ Esquire. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Batson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Truitt,  that  the 
General  Assembly  do  now  proceed  to  nominate  persons  out  of 
whom  shall  be  chosen  Justices  to  supply  the  vacancies  in  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Sussex  County,  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  General  Assembly  proceeded  accordingly,  and  the  follow- 
ing persons  were  nominated: 

Mr.  Tilton  nominated  Peter  Robinson,  Esquire,  2d  Justice; 
Mr.  Batson  nominated  Charles  Polk,  Esquire,  3d  Justice;  Mr. 
Batson  nominated  Isaac  Cooper,  Esquire,  4th  Justice. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Houses  now  separate,  and  meet,  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  in  one  hour,  in  order  to  elect,  by  ballot, 
persons,  from  those  in  nomination,  as  State  Treasurer  and  Jus- 
tices of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County  of  Sussex. 

The  Houses  separated  accordingly. 

The  General  Assembly  met,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and,  on 
motion,  proceeded,  by  joint  ballot,  to  the  election  of  a  State 
Treasurer,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
John  Gordon,  Esquire,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  exam- 
med,  it  appeared  that  Robert  Clark,  Esquire,  was  duly  elected, 
and  he  was  declared  duly  elected  State  Treasurer  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Batson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Cannon,  that  the 
General  Assembly  do  now  proceed  to  elect  persons,  by  ballot, 
out  of  those  in  nomination,  as  Justices  to  supply  the  vacancies 
in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Batson,  seconded  by  Mr.  McKennan,  that 
the  consideration  of  the  last  question  be  resumed,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Batson,  seconded  by  Mr,  Cannon,  that  the 
General  Assembly  do  now  proceed  to  elect  persons,  by  ballot, 
out  of  those  in  nomination  as  Justices  to  supply  the  vacancies  in 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  requested  leave  to 
retire,  as  he  considered  it  unconstitutional  to  go  into  such  ap- 
pointment in  the  absence  of  the  President.  Leave  was  granted 
and  he  retired  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barratt,  seconded  by  Mr.  Barker,  that  the 
yeas  and  nays  be  taken  on  the  question  to  elect  persons,  by 
ballot,  as  Justices  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Sussex 
County,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative.  They  were  taken 
accordingly,  and  are  as  follows: 

Yfos — Mr.  Alexander,  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Maxwell,  Mr.  Robin- 
son, Mr.  Reynolds,  Mr.  McKennan,  Mr.  Hayes,  Mr.  Batson, 
Mr.  Draper,  Mr.  Jeremiah  Cannon,  Mr.  Wingate  Cannon,  Mr. 
Cooper. 

JVays — Mr.  Raymond,  Mr.  Evans,  Mr.  Collins,  Mr.  Hol- 
lingsworth,  Mr.  Truitt,  Mr.  Barratt,  Mr.  Many,  Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Barker.  Mr.  Oliver. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tilton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Cannon,  that  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  having  retired,  shall  this 
General  Assembly  proceed  to  elect  persons  out  of  those  in  nom- 
ination as  Justices  to  supply  the  vacancies  in  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  in  the  County  of  Sussex  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  seconded  by  Mr.  Barker,  that  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Assembly  be  directed  to  request  the 
Speaker  of  that  House  to  resume  his  seat,  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  Clerk  reported,  from  the  Speaker,  that  he  would  resume 
the  Chair  for  the  purpose  of  the  Houses  to  separate,  but,  as  leave 
was  granted  him  to  retire,  he  did  not  choose  to  resume  for  any 
other  purpose. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  seconded  by  Mr*  McKennao,  thai; 
Mr.    Robinson  do  now  take  the  Chair  of  the  Speaker  of 
House  of  Assembly,  as  Speaker  of  that  House  pro  temfi&rg^ 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  and  Mr.  Robinson  was  plac 
in  the  Chair  accordingly. 

The  General  Assembly  then  proceeded,  by  joint  ballot^  to  the 
election  of  Justices,  separately,  to  supply  the  vacandes  tn  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Sui*sex  County,  and  the  bailots  being 
taken  and  examined,  it  appeared  that  Peter  Robinson.  Esquire, 
was  duly  elected  second  Justice;  Charles  Polk,  Esquire,  was  duly  J 
elected  third  Justice,  and  Isaac  Cooper,  Esquire,  w*as  duly  el€i:tedl 
fourth  Justice,  and  they  were  declared  duly  elected  accordingly. 

Then  the  two  Houses  separated,  and  Council  adjourned  to  10 
o^  clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  February  2d,  1792,  A,  M, 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  on  the  sutmM  < 
finance,  together  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  oy  tl 
House  of  Assembly,  were  read,  and  the  proposed  amendment 
disagreed  to. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Mn  Tilton  and  Mr.  Cooper  be  a  committee  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  the  re 
of  the  joint  committee  on  the  subject  of  finance. 

On  motion,  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  House  of  As- 
sembly to  the  bill  entitled  "A  supplementary  act  to  an  act  en- 
titled  'An  act  for  the  better  Relief  of  the  Poor,*  passed  at  Dover, 
the  29th  day  of  Januar)%  1791/'  which  had  been  post^K>ncd 
Council,  were  read,  and  the  four  fuT>t  lines  thereoi  rejected, 
remainder  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Raymond   return  the  said  bill,  wilb 
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amendments,  as  acted  on  by  Council,  and  the  report  of  the  joint 
committee  on  the  subject  of  finance,  with  the  amendments  pro- 
posed disagreed  to,  to  the  House  of  Assembly;  which  he  did 
accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Thursday,  February  2d,  1792,  P.  M. 
Council  assembled. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  **An  act 
to  vest  certain  parts  of  the  estate  of  William  Clark,  deceased, 
which  by  reason  of  alienage  in  the  devisee  had  devolved  to  the 
Delaware  State,  in  William  Clark  Frazer,  an  infant,**  reported  an 
amendment  thereto. 

On  motion,  the  said  bill  was,  by  special  order,  read  a  second 
time  by  paragraphs,  and  an  amendment  being  proposed  thereto 
and  agreed  to,  passed  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cooper  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  said  bill,  as  amended,  for  their  concurrence;  which  he  did 
accordingly. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
presented  to  the  Chair  a  bill  entitled  **An  additional  supplement 
to  the  additional  supplement  to  the  supplement  of  an  act  entitled 
*An  act  to  prevent  tne  exportation  01  slaves,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,* **  passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and  sent  for  concur- 
rence.    Which  was,  on  motion,  read. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  '*An  additional  supplement  to  an 
act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  limitation  of  actions  and  proving 
accounts  against  the  estate  of  persons  dying  within  this  State,*  ** 
was  committed  to  Mr.  Raymond  and  Mr.  Alexander,  to  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  Evans,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered a  report  from  the  Auditor,  dated  January  25th,  1792,  con- 
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taining  a  circumstantial  account  of  the  finances  of  thb  State^ 
which  was,  on  motion,  read,  and  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

Council  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow* 


Friday,  February  $d,  17^2,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Mr.  Lewis,  a  member  of  Assembly,  wbs  admitted  and  retumed 
the  bill  entitled  **A  supplementary  act  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act 
for  the  better  Relief  of  tlie  Poor/  passed  at  Dover,  29th  January, 
1 79 1,"  thus  acted  on: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  A.  M.,  February  3,  1792, 

The  amendments  not  agreed  to  by  Council  receded  from  by 
this  House,  and  the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  Counal 
agreed  to. 

For  JAMES  BOOTH,  a'*. 

FRANCIS  MANY. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  said  bill  be  now  engrossed. 

Mn  Robinson,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  de-" 
livered  the  following  reports  from  the  Auditor,  agreed  to  by  that 
House,  viz: 

The  Auditor  of  Accounts  having,  as  State  Comtnbaioiier, 
transmitted  to  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Army  Acci^tmta 

of  the  United  States  the  accounts  of  sundry  officers  <        "         *    n 

the  recruiting  &er\'ice  during  the  late  war,  has  recei\ 

said  office  statements  of  several  of  their  accounts,  none 

are  in  a  condition  to  be  acted  upon,  except  Captain   V- 

quet's,  which  is  sent  herewith,  and  thereupon  he  beg^  Icsive  to 

make  the  following  report: 

That,  charging  Capt  Peter  lacquet  with  the  money  ^ 

he  received  from  Col.  HaU  in  January,  I777»     .      .  $       afo  oo 
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Also  with  money  he  received  from  Geo.  Read,  Esq. , 
in  May,  1777, $    780  00 

And  with  the  specie  value  of  $1,000  he  received  from 
Col.  Hall  in  June,  1778, 354  80 

There  remains  due  to  him,   in  specie,  the  sum  of 

;^I53  :  18  :  4,  equal  to 410  40 

$1,805  30 
Equal  to  the  credit  given  this  State  by  the  United  States. 
Dover,  January  26th,  1792.  ELEAZER  McCOMB. 

The  Auditor  of  Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred  two  petitions 
of  George  Evans,  of  New  Castle  County,  begs  leave  to  report: 

With  respect  to  the  first  petition,  dated  January  2d,  1792,  that 
at  the  time  allowances  were  made  to  the  lieutenants  and  sub-lieu- 
tenants of  Kent  and  Sussex  Counties,  it  was  alleged,  by  one  or 
more  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly  from  New  Castle 
County,  that  those  officers  for  that  county  would  not  exhibit  any 
charge  for  their  service,  but  would  be  contented  with  the  Militia 
fines  they  had  received,  or  were  to  receive,  under  the  law.  This 
the  Auditor  took  for  granted,  as  no  account  appeared  of  any 
money  paid  by  them,  on  account  of  fines,  to  the  State  Treasurer; 
and  although  the  declaration  of  these  gentlemen  doth  not  pre- 
clude the  demand,  the  Auditor  is  of  opinion  that  no  allowance 
whatever  ought  to  be  made  to  the  lieutenant  or  sub-lieutenants 
of  New  Castle  County  for  their  services  until  the  Militia  fines  re- 
ceived by  them  are  duly  accounted  for. 

With  respect  to  the  second  petition,  dated  January  4th,  1792, 
the  Auditor  b  of  opinion,  that  as  Francis  Wade  was  an  officer 
of  the  United  States,  and  not  accountable  to  this  State  for  his 
conduct  in  the  transaction  of  his  business,  any  Just  demand  which 
Mr.  Evans  may  have  against  him,  as  an  officer  of  the  United 
States,  should  be  exhibited  to  Congress. 

The  Auditor  begs  leave  ftirther  to  mention  that  the  said  Geo. 
Evans,  acting  as  Commissary  under  the  appointment  and  orders 
of  the  President  and  Privy  Council  of  this  State,  sold  and  dis- 
posed of  a  number  of  cattle,  &c. ,  to  a  considerable  amount,  in 
the  month  of  November,  1777,  of  the  sales  of  which  no  account 
hath  yet  been  rendered;  but  a  list  of  outstanding  debts,  amount- 
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Ing  to  /693  :  14  :  9,  hath  been  returned  by  him  into  the  Audi- . 
tor's  office,  and,  by  his   own  confession,   there  remains  in  his 
hands  upwards  of  one  thousand  pounds,  of  Continental  money, 
received  on  account  of  said  property  sold. 

The  Auditor,  having  heretofore  called  upon  Mr.  Evans,  b^ 
summons,  to  appear  in  his  office  and  settle  his  accounts,  on  his 
neglecting  so  to  do,  caused  a  suit  to  be  instituted  against  him  in 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  New  Casde  County,  which  is 
still  depending;  and  the  Auditor  is  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Evans 
ought  tp  collect  the  debts  he  has  returned  outstanding  and  ac- 
count for  what  he  has  received,  or  may  receive,  and  what  may 
have  been  lost  through  his  neglect. 

Dover,  January  19th,  1792.  ELEAZER  McCOMB. 

The  Auditor  of  Accounts  begs  leave  to  report  that  there  is  due: 

To  James  Adams,  for  printing  the  Votes  and  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  House  of  Assembly  at  the  sessions 
of  January,  1791,  14  sheets,  @  28s.,  .    .  ;^I9  12  o 

And  tor  printing  the  Votes  and  Proceed- 
ings of  the  sessions  of  October,  1791, 
3^  sheets,  @  28s., 4  18  o 

£24  10  o 

To  Frederick  Craig  &  Co.,  for  printing 

the  Laws  of  the  January  session,  con- 
taining 9^4  sheets,  @  30s.,      14     5  o 

To  Brynberg  &  Andrews,  for  publishing 
in  the  Delaware  Gazette  the  resolutions 
of  the  General  Assembly  respecting  a 
convention, ;^    i   10  o 

For  printing  the  Votes  and  Proceedings 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  at  the  ses- 
sions of  September,  1791,  3  sheets,  @ 
28s., 440 

And  for  printing  the  Laws  passed  at  the 
session  of  October,  1791,  ij4  sheets, 
@  30s., 250 

7  ^9  o 

£46  14  o 


Dover,  January  24th,  1792.  ELEAZER  McCOMB. 
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The  Auditor  of  Accounts  begs  leave  to  report  that  there  is  due: 

To  James  Adams,  for  printing  the  Votes  and  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  House  of  Assembly  at  the  session 
of  January,  1791,  containing  14  sheets, 
@  28s., ;^  19  12  o 

And  for  printing  the  Votes  and  Proceed- 
ings of  the  session  of  October,  1791, 
3^  sheets,  @  28s., •      4  18  o 

;g24  10  o 

To  Frederick  Craig  &  Co.,  for  printing 

the  Laws  of  the  January  session,  1791, 

containing  9^  sheets,  @  30s.,    ....  14    5  o 

To  Brynberg  &  Andrews,  for  printing  the 

Votes  and  Proceedings  of  the  House  of 

Assembly  at  the  session  of  September, 

1791,  3  sheets,  @  28s., jC   4    40 

And  for  printing  the  Laws  passed  at  the 

session  of  Oct.,  1791,  i}4  sheets  @  30s.,       250 

690 

£^5    4  o 
Dover,  January  24th,  1792.  ELEAZER  McCOMB. 

Mr.  Robinson  also  delivered  a  paper  containing  as  follows,  viz: 
In  THE  House  of  Assembly,  A.  M.,  February  3d,  1792. 

The  several  reports  of  the  Auditor,  sent  herewith,  are  agreed 
to,  and  sent  to  Council  for  concurrence. 

For  JAMES  BOOTH,  O'k, 
FRANCIS  MANY. 

On  motion,  the  Auditor's  reports  were  read  and  committed  to 
Mr.  Raymond  and  Mr.  Alexander,  to  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  *'An  additional  supplement  to 
the  additional  supplement  to  the  supplement  of  an  act  entitled 
*An  act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  slaves,  and  for  other 
purposes,'  '*  was  committed  to  Mr.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Raymond, 
to  report  thereon. 

Council  adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
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Council  assembled, 

Mr.  Cooper,  one  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  ' 
bill  entitlea  **An  additional  supplement  to  the  additional  supple- 
ment to  the  supplement  of  an  act  entitled  *An  act  to  prevent  the 
exportation  of  slaves, '  * '  requested  to  be  excused  from  reporting 
on  said  bill,  and  asked  leave  to  lay  the  same  on  the  table,  Lea^T 
was  granted  him  accordingly* 

Mr,  Barker,  a  member  of  Assembly^  was  admitted  and  ddiv* 
ered  the  following  resolution^  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  A.  M.,  Februar>*  3d,  1792, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Court  House  in  the 
Town  of  Dover  shall  be  allowed  to  draw  upon  the  State  Trea- 
surer for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  out  of  the 
monies  that  shall  come  into  his  hands  of  the  arrearage  taxes, 
for  the  use  of  the  said  Court  House,  to  finish  the  rooms  appro- 
priated for  the  use  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  by  la" 

Sent  for  concurrence.  For  JAMES  BOOTH.  CVk, 

FRANCIS  MANY 

Which,  on  motion,  was  read. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Auditor's  reports,     1 
presented  their  report,  which  was  agreed  to,  fl 

On  motion,  the  Auditor's  report  respecting  the  claim  of  Geo. 
Evans,  dated  the  19th  January,  1792;  his  report  respecting  the 
sum  due  to  Capt  Peter  Jacquet,  dated  26th  January,  1792,  and 
his  report  respecling  the  sums  due  to  the  printers,  amounting  to 
^45  :  4  :  o,  dated  the  24th  January,  1792,  .was  read,  considered 
and  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  Auditor's  report  respecting  the  sums  due  to 
the  printers,  amounting  to  ^^46  r  14  :  o,  dated  the  24th  Jaiitiaiyi 
1792,  was  read  and  rejected. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entided  **An  additional  supplement  to  the 
additional  supplement  to  the  supplement  of  an  act  entitled  'As 
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act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  slaves,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses/ "  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  the  following  resolution: 

In  THE  House  of  Assembly,  February  3d,  1792. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  intention  of  thb  House  to  conclude 
the  present  session  to-morrow  evening. 

For  JAMES  BOOTH,  CVk, 
FRANCIS  MANY. 
Which,  by  order,  was  read. 

Mr.  Draper,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  presented  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  February  3d,  1792.    , 

Resolved,  That  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  Convention  of 
this  State  that  have  or  may  accrue,  which  are  not  provided  for 
by  the  resolution  of  September  last,  be  now  provided  for,  and 
that  the  President  of  said  Convention  be  empowered  to  draw 
upon  the  State  Treasurer  an  order  or  orders  for  the  discharge 
01  such  expenses,  at  such  time  or  times  as  he  shall  conceive 
necessary,  so  that  such  order  or  orders  be  approved  of  by  said 
Convention. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  For  JAMES  BOOTH,  O'k, 

Sent  for  concurrence.  FRANCIS  MANY. 

Which  was,  on  motion,  read. 

A  petition,  signed  by  sundry  inhabitants  of  New  Castle  Coun- 
ty, and  the  following  petition  and  address  of  Warner  Mifflin,  was 
presented  to  the  Chair,  and,  by  order,  read,  viz:* 

The  committee  to.  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  joint 
committee  on  the  subject  of  finance,  reported  a  bill  entitled  **An 
act  for  expediting  the  collection  of  arrearage  taxes,  and  for  other 
purposes;'*  which  was,  on  motion,  read. 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  said  bill  was  read  a  second 
time  by  paragraphs  and  passed  Council. 

♦  Not  recorded. 


II 


TtjI 


^^ 
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Ordered^  That  Mr,  Alexander  wait  on  the  House  of  As 
bly  and  deliver  said  bill  for  their  concurrence,  and  return  the) 
Auditor*s  report,  as  acted  upon  by  Council;  which  he  did  ac- 
cordingly. 

Adjourned  to  lo  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Council  assembled. 


Saturday,  Febniar)^  4th,  1792,  A*  M. 

Present  as  yesterday. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  a^c 
ditional  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the  limllatioo 
of  actions  and  proving  accounts  against  the  estates  of  petBOoa 
dying  within  this  State/  *'  reported  said  bill  with  sundry  aroeml- 
ments. 

On  motion,  said  bill  was  read  a  second  time»  by  special  order* 

by  paragraphs,    and  sundry  amendments  being  proposed   «isk) 
agreed  to,  passed  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Raymond  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 

with  said  bill  and  proposed  amendments,  for  their  concurrenoe; 
whiclv  he  did  accordingly. 

Mr,  Truitt»  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  rettimcd 
an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  authorize  Ann  Ridgely  and  Ntchobi 
Ridgely,  the  executors  of  Charles  Ridgely,  &q**  deceased,  to 
convey  unto  Daniel  Mifflin  a  certain  parcel  of  land  situate  in 
Murderkill  Hundred,  Kent  County,"  concurred  in  and 
by  the  House  of  Assembly^ 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  now  engrossed. 


On  motion,  the  resolution  of  ihe  House  of  Assembly ,  appfo- 
priating  the  sum  of  ;^55o  to  the  use  of  the  Court  House  tn  DovcTi 
was  read  and  disagreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Cooper  wait  on  the  House  of 
and  return  said  resolution;  which  he  did  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
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Saturday,  February  4th,  1792,  P.  M. 
Council  assembled. 

Mr.  Batson,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  re- 
turned the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  expediting  the  collection  of 
arrearage  taxes,  and  other  purposes,*'  concurred  in  and  passed 
by  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Ordered  that  said  bill  be  now  engrossed. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
delivered  a  bill  entitled  *  *  An  act  for  the  appropriation  of  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  toward  finisning  the  chambers 
in  the  Court  House  of  Kent  County,  for  the  use  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  for  other  purposes,*'  passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  sent  for  concurrence.     Which  was,  on  motion,  read. 

Mr.  McKennan  also  delivered  the  following  report  from  the 
Auditor,  which  was  a^eed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
sent  for  concurrence,  viz: 

The  Auditor  of  Accounts  begs  leave  to  report:   That  Andrew 

Barratt,  Esq.,  late  High  SheriflT  of  Kent  County,  hath  exhibited 

an  account — 

For  attending  the  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Ap- 
peals, 14  days,  at  different  sessions,  from  October, 
1788,  to  June,  1791,  inclusive,  at  7  :  6  per  diem,    .  £     5     5  o 

Summoning  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly 
for  Kent  County,  in  June,  1789,  and  Sept.,  1791,  .  500 

And  for  serving  10  summonses,  issued  by  the  Audi- 
tor in  behalf  of  the  State,  in  1789, 2  10  o 


;Si2  15  o 


Which  the  Auditor  is  of  opinion  ought  to  be  allowed  and  passed 
to  the  credit  of  his  account  ELEAZER  McCOMB. 

Dover,  February  3d,  1792. 

'*  In  the  House  of  Assembly,  4th  February,  1792:  Agreed  to." 

For  JAMES  BOOTH,  Crk, 
F.  MANY. 
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On  motion,  the  foregoing  report  was  read,  considered  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  deliv- 
ered the  following  report  from  the  Auditor,  viz: 

The  Auditor  of  Accounts,  to  whom  was  referred  an  account 
exhibited  by  the  executors  of  John  Gordon,  Esquire,  deceased, 
having  considered  the  same,  begs  leave  to  report:  That  there  is 
due  to  his  estate,  for  public  services  and  expenses  incurred  by 
him  in  the  execution  ot  the  laws,  for  which  his  account  ought  to 
be  credited,  the  following  sums,  viz: 

For  sending  David  Harper  to  Sussex  County  to  at- 
tend the  sales  of  George  Bacon's  land, £     i     26 

29  days  attendance  at  the  sales  of  property  belonging 
to  sundry  delinquent  collectors  of  Sussex  Count}^ 
at  different  times,  including  expenses,  at  25s.,    .    .        36    5  o 
Expenses  of  printing  advertisements  and  trouble  of 

setting  them  up, 0176 

The  same  expense  and  trouble  a  second  time,    ...  o  17  6 

A  deed  of  conveyance  and  acknowledging  it,  ....  o  18  9 

Expenses  of  advertising,  * 076 

Attending  the  Trustee  of  the  Loan  Office  of  Kent 
County,  receiving  and  counting  Continental  money 
from  Kent  and  Sussex  Counties,  and  funding  the 

same,  together  with  sundry  certificates, i    10  o 

Expenses  of  printing  Treasury  notes, 300 

Issuing  Treasury  notes  for  £s^^^  :  9  :  8,  at  los.  per 

hundred  pounds, 26    4  9 

;g7i     3  6 

Dover,  February  2d,  1792.  ELEAZER  McCOMB. 

**In  the  House  of  Assembly,  4th  February,  1792:  Agreed  to." 
Sent  for  concurrence.  For  JAMES  BOOTH,  Cr k, 

FRANCIS  MANY. 

On  motion,  the  foregoing  report  was  read,  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
presented  the  following  resolution,  viz: 
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In  the  House  of  Assembly,  February  4th,  1792. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Taylor,  late  Collector  of  the  State  Tax 
of  Kent  County,  be  allowed  four  per  cent,  for  the  collection  of 
the  State  tax  for  the  year  1785,  on  the  final  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts with  the  Auditor. 

A  true  extract  from  the  minutes. 

For  JAMES  BOOTH,  CVk. 

F.  MANY. 

On  motion,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read,  considered  and 
agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  allowing 
James  Delaplaine  four  per  cent,  for  the  collection  of  the  State  Tax 
or  1785,  presented  to  Council  for  concurrence  the  28th  January, 
was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  appropriation  of 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  toward  finishing  the 
chambers  in  the  Court  House  of  Kent  County,  for  the  use  of  the 
Legislature,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion  to  postpone  said  bill,  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was 
admitted  and  presented  the  following  resolution,  together  with 
the  bills  therein  mentioned,  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Assembly,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  A.  M.,  February  4th,  1792. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  affix  the 
Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  acts: 

1.  **An  act  to  supply  the  loss  of  a  deed  made  in  or  about 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  by  Simon 
Dixon  to  John  Way,  for  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Mill  Creek 
Hundred,  in  the  County  of  New  Casde;*' 

2.  **An  act  for  enlarging  the  corporate  powers  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  New  Castle  Commons;*' 

3.  ''An  act  to  enable  the  owners  and  possessors  of  a  certain 
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tract  of  meadow  ground,  marsh  and  cripple,  situate  at  the  north 
end  of  the  Town  of  New  Castle,  to  repair,  support  and  maintain 
the  banks,  dykes  and  sluices  belonging  to  the  same;*' 

4.  '  *  An  act  for  enabling  Elisha  Dickerson  to  erect  a  mill-dam 
across  the  head  of  the  waters  of  Indian  River,  near  a  place  called 
Rock  Hole,  in  Indian  River  Hundred  and  Sussex  County,  and 
for  the  condemnation  of  a  small  piece  of  fast  land,  on  the  south 
side  of  said  waters,  for  the  use  of  a  grist  and  saw-mill,  with  a  log 
yardr 

5.  **An  act  to  vest  certain  parts  of  the  estate  of  William  Clark, 
deceased,  which  by  reason  of  alienage  in  the  devisee  had  devolved 
to  the  Delaware  State,  in  William  Clark  Frazer,  an  infant;" 

6.  *'An  act  to  prevent  swine  running  at  large  in  the  village  of 
Camden  and  certain  bounds  and  limits  therein  prescribed;'* 

7.  **An  additional  supplement  to  an  act  for  the  limitation  of 
actions  and  proving  accounts  against  the  estate  of  persons  dying 
within  this  State.*' 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McKennan  deliver  to  Council  a  copy  of 
the  above  resolution,  for  their  concurrence,  and  also  the  bills 
therein  mentioned,  in  order  that  they  may  be  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  that  House. 

For  JAMES  BOOTH,  CV k. 
FRANCIS  MANY. 

On  motion, 

Orderedy  That  the  above  mentioned  bills  be  now  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  Council;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  do  now  sign  the  following  en- 
grossed bills;  which  he  did  accordingly,  viz: 

1.  "An  act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small 
debts;" 

2.  '*A  supplementary  act  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the 
better  Relief  of  the  Poor,'  passed  at  Dover,  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one;" 
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3.  *  *  An  act  to  authorize  Ann  Ridgely  and  Nicholas  Ridgely, 
the  executors  of  Charies  Ridgely,  Esq.,  deceased,  to  convey  unto 
Daniel  Mifflin  a  certain  parcel  of  land  situate  in  Murderkill  Hun- 
dred, Kent  County;*' 

4.  '*An  act  for  expediting  the  collection  of  arrearage  taxes, 
and  other  purposes. ' ' 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Alexander  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  deliver  the  above  mentioned  bills,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  that  House;  which  he  did  accordingly. 

Council  made  the  following  allowances: 

To  the  Honorable  George  Mitchell,  Esq. ,  Speaker, 

for  30  days'  attendance  and  mileage,     .    .    .    .  ;^  29  10    o 

To  Nehemiah  Tilton,  Esq.,  for  35  days'  attendance 

and  mileage, 23  10    o 

To  Archibald  Alexander,  Esq.,  for  28  days'  attend- 
ance and  mileage, 19     i     o 

To  James  Raymond,  Esq.,  for  28  days'  attendance 

and  mileage, 17     7     o 

To  Isaac  Cooper,  Esq. ,  for  30  days'  attendance  and 
.    mileage, 20  10    o 

To  Rhoads  Shankland,  Esq.,  for  21  days'  attend- 
ance and  mileage, 14  17     o 

To  Charles  Nixon,  for  28  days'  attendance  and  en- 
grossing,          29     I     o 

To  Thomas  Wild,    for  32   days'    attendance  and 

charge  of  firewood,  candles,  &c. , 24     3     i 

To  John  Clayton  and  George  Cummins,  Enquires, 
executors  of  John  Gordon,  Esq.,  for  sundries 
furnished  by  him  for  the  use  of  Council  Cham- 
ber,         10    6    4j^ 

;^i88     5  "^ 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  orders  be  drawn  on*  the  State  Treasurer,  and 
signed  by  the  Speaker,  for  the  above  sums. 

Whereupon  orders  were  drawn  and  signed  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  the  20th  October  next. 


I.! 
■l'1 


%  i  8 


r' 


VOTES  AND   PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

COUNCIL  OF  THE  DELAWARE  STATE. 


SPECIAL  SESSION,  MAY,   1792. 


Tuesday,  May  the  ist,  1792. 

Council  assembled.     A  quorum  not  attending,  adjourned  to 
Wednesday,  the  2d  May,  1792,  A.  M. 


Wednesday,  the  2d  May,  1792,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.  Present,  the  Honorable  George  Mitchell, 
Esq.,  Speaker;  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Raymond,  Mr.  Shankland,  and 
Mr.  Cooper. 

Council  adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Wednesday,  the  2d  May,  1792,  P.  M. 
Council  assembled. 

On  motion.  Ordered^  That  Mr.  Raymond  wait  on  the  House 
of  Assembly  with  the  following  engrossed  bills  passed  the  last 
session,  together  with  the  originals,  for  the  reexamination  and 
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inspection  of  that  House  previous  to  entering  into  a  resolution 
for  affixing  the  Great  Seal  to  said  bills,  viz: 

1.  **An  act  to  supply  the  loss  of  a  deed  made  in  or  about  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  by  Simon 
Dixon  to  John  Way,  for  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Mill  Creek 
Hundred,  in  the  County  of  New  Castle;'* 

2.  **An  act  for  enabling  Elisha  Dickerson  to  erect  a  mill-dam 
across  the  head  of  the  waters  of  Indian  River,  near  a  place  called 
Rock  Hole,  in  Indian  River  Hundred  and  Sussex  County,  and 
for  the  condemnation  of  a  small  piece  of  fast  land,  on  the  south 
side  of  said  waters,  for  the  use  of  a  grist  and  saw-mill,  with  a  log 
yardr 

3.  '  *  An  act  to  vest  certain  parts  of  the  estate  of  William  Clark, 
deceased,  which  by  reason  of  alienage  in  the  devisee  had  de- 
volved to  the  Delaware  State,  in  William  Clark  Frazer,  an  infant;** 

4.  *  *  An  act  to  prevent  swine  running  at  large  in  the  village  of 
Camden,  and  certain  bounds  and  limits  therein  prescribed;" 

5.  **An  additional  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for 
the  limitation  of  actions  and  proving  accounts  against  the  estates 
of  persons  dying  within  this  State. ' 

Mr.  Raymond  delivered  the  above  mentioned  bills,  together 
with  their  originals,  agreeable  to  order. 

Mr.  Barratt,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  admit- 
ted and  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  was,  on  motion, 
read  : 

In  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State. 

Wednesday,  May  2,  1792. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  seconded  by  Mr.  Oliver, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  not  take  up  or  act  on  any  new 
business  but  what  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  will  adopt  the  most 
speedy  measures  for  completing  the  business  of  the  last  session 
of  the  General  Assembly,  and  that  Council  be  furnished  with  a 
copy  of  this  resolution. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

JAMES  BOOTH,  Cr  k  of  Assembly. 
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On  motion, 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tilton,  Mr.  Raymond,  and  Mr.  Cooper 
be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  appropriating  the 
surplusage  of  interest  over  and  above  the  sums  necessary  to  pay 
off  the  interest  on  the  loans  made  to  the  United  States  on  the  as- 
sumed debt  of  this  State. 

Council  adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  May  3d,  1792,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.  Present  as  yesterday,  and  Mr.  Alexander, 
who  attended  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Maxwell,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  ad- 
mitted and  presented  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

In  THE  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 

Thursday,  A.  M.,  May  3,  1792. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Evans,  seconded  by  Mr.  McKennan, 

Resolvedy  That  this  House  now  adjourn  to  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Thomas  Hale,  at  Duck  Creek 
Cross  Roads,  and  there  sit  for  the  transaction  of  the  public  busi- 
ness. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

Sent  for  concurrence.  CV  k  of  Assembly. 

On  motion,  the  above  resolution  was  read,  considered  and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  return  the  said  resolution;  which  he  did  accordingly. 

Council  adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon,  to  meet  at  the 
house  of  Thomas  Hale,  at  Duck  Creek  Cross-Roads. 
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Duck  Creek  Cross-Roads, 

At  the  House  of  Thohas  Hale, 

Thursday.  3d  May,  1792,  P.  M 
Council  assembled. 

The  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  a  bill  entitled  '*An  act  continuiiig 
in  force  an  act  for  the  amending  and  continuing  the  provisions 
made  in  the  act  entitled  *An  act  for  auditing  and  arrang^ing  the 
accounts  of  this  State,  and  for  the  more  effectual  settlement  of 
the  same/  "  which  was,  on  motion,  read  and  referred  to  Mr. 
Cooper  and  Mr.  Alexander,  to  report  thereon. 

Adjourned  to  9  o*  clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Council  assembled. 


Friday,  May  4th,  1792,  A,  M, 
Present  as  yesterday. 


The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  '*An  act 
continuing  in  force  an  act  for  the  amending  and  continuing  the 
provisions  made   in  the  act  entitled    *An   act  for  auditinj;  and 


act  for  auditing 

arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State,  and  for  the  more  enectoal 
settlement  of  the  same."  reported  said  bill,  and  are  of  opiJiioci  it 
should  be  passed  into  a  law. 

On  motion,  by  special  order,  said  bill  was  read  a  second  tiine 

by  paragraphs  and  passed  Council 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Shankland  wait  on  the  House  of  AasemUjr 
with  said  bill,  (or  their  concurrence;  which  he  did  accordif^ly. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  second  instant,  reported  a 
bill  entitled  '  'An  act  to  appropriate  the  interest  money  ariatog 
from  the  unsubscribed  part  of  the  assumed  debt  of  this  Stai^^ 
which  was,  on  motion,  read. 
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On  motion,  by  special  order,  the  above  mentioned  bill  was 
read  a  second  time  by  paragraphs  and  passed  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cooper  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
with  said  bill,  for  their  concurrence;  which  he  did  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


Friday,  May  4th,  1792,  P.  M. 
Council  assembled. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
presented  the  following  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  with  the  following  resolution  of  that  House,  and  the 
engrossed  bills  therein  specified,  viz: 

The  committee  to  compare  the  several  engrossed  bills  passed 
at  the  last  sitting  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  to  which  the 
Great  Seal  hath  not  been  affixed,  report  that  they  have  carefully 
performed  the  service  committed  to  them,  and  now  deliver  to  the 
House  the  said  engrossed  bills,  which  are  accurately  conformed 
to  the  original  draughts.  W.  McKENNAN, 

WINGATE  CANNON. 

In  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State, 

Friday,  A.  M.,  May  4th,  1792. 
On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  affix  the 
Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  acts  passed  during  the 
last  sitting  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  wit: 

I.  **An  act  for  enabling  Elisha  Dickerson  to  erect  a  mill-dam 
across  the  head  of  the  waters  of  Indian  River,  near  a  place  called 
Rock  Hole,  in  Indian  River  Hundred,  Sussex  County,  and  for 
the  condemnation  of  a  small  piece  of  fast  land,  on  the  south  side 
of  said  waters,  for  the  use  of  a  grist  and  saw-mill,  with  a  log 
yardr 
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2.  **An  act  to  authorize  Ann  Ridgely  and  Nicholas  Ridgely, 
executors  of  Charles  Ridgely,  Esquire,  deceased,  to  convey  unto 
Daniel  Mifflin  a  certain  parcel  of  land  situate  in  Murderkill  Hun- 
dred, Kent  County;'' 

3.  **A  supplementary  act  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the 
better  Relief  of  the  Poor,'  passed  at  Dover,  the  twenty-ninth  day 
of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one;" 

4.  **An  act  to  enlarge  the  corporate  powers  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  New  Castle  Commons;" 

5.  **An  act  to  enable  the  owners  and  possessors  of  a  certain 
tract  of  meadow  ground,  marsh  and  cripple,  situate  at  the  north 
end  of  the  Town  of  New  Castle,  to  repair,  support  and  maintain 
the  banks,  dykes  and  sluices  belonging  to  the  same;" 

6.  '*An  act  for  expediting  the  collection  of  arrearage  taxes, 
and  for  other  purposes;" 

7.  **An  act  to  vest  certain  parts  of  the  estate  of  William  Clark, 
deceased,  which,  by  reason  of  alienage  in  the  devisee  had  de- 
volved to  the  Delaware  State,  in  William  Clark  Frazer,  an  in- 
fant;" 

8.  *  'An  act  to  prevent  swine  running  at  large  in  the  village  of 
Camden,  and  certain  bounds  and  limits  therein  prescribed;" 

9.  "An  act  to  supply  the  loss  of  a  deed  made  in  or  about 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  by  Simon 
Dixon  to  John  Way,  for  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Mill  Creek 
Hundred,  in  the  County  of  New  Castle;" 

10.  "An  additional  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for 
the  limitation  of  actions  and  proving  accounts  against  the  estates 
of  persons  dying  within  this  State;'  " 

11.  '  *  An  act  for  the  more  easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small 
debts." 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  J  AS.  BOOTH, 

Sent  for  concurrence.  CV  k  of  Assembly, 

On  motion,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read,  considered  and 
concurred  in. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Raymond  wait  on  the  House  of  Assenibly 
and  return  the  said  resolution,  concurred  in,  together  with  the 
engrossed  bills  therein  mentioned;  which  he  did  accordingly. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Shankland  and  Mr.  Tilton  be  a  committee 
to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  to  know  his  reasons  for 
not  commissioning  the  person  chosen  the  last  sitting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  as  fourtn  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
for  the  County  of  Sussex. 

The  committee  returned  and  reported  that  they  had  waited 
on  his  Excellency,  the  President,  and  he  informed  them  that  he 
had  not  had  official  information  of  the  appointment  of  a  Justice 
at  the  last  session,  and  requested  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  General  Assembly  on  that  occasion,  that  he  would  then  give 
his  reasons  in  writing. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  furnish  him  with  said  copy;  which 
he  did  accordingly. 

On  recurring  to  the  minutes  of  Council  at  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Assembly,  in  Council  Chamber,  the  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary last,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Cooper's  name  was  not  entered 
in  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  was  ordered  by  the  Council  the 
morning  following,  out  omitted,  and  as  Mr.  Cooper  was  present 
at  the  time  the  question  was  taken,  his  name  was,  by  his  own 
request  and  order  of  Council,  inserted  as  yea. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
presented  the  following  resolution  of  that  House,  which  was,  by 
order,  read,  viz:  , 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Friday,  P.  M..  May  4th,  1792. 

Whereas  John  Clayton,  who  declared  he  spoke  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  of  Kent  County,  hath,  as  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  completing  the  Court  House  in  Dover,  insulted 
the  Legislature  of  this  State  by  denying  them  the  use  of  the 
chambers  heretofore  occupied  by  the  General  Assembly  for 
holding  their  sessions,  requiring  them  to  be  delivered  up  for  the 
use  of  workmen  employed  about  the  building,  in  consequence 
of  which  both  Houses  have  adjourned  the  sessions  to  Duck  Creek 
Cross-Roads;  therefore 
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Resolved  7mamnwus/v*  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  General 
Assembly,  the  Legislature  of  this  State  ought  not  to  be  subject 
to  the  caprice  of  any  individual  in  the  State,  and  that  it  will  not 
be  proper  for  them  to  hold  their  sessions  in  the  Town  of  Dover 
until  the  Levy  Court  of  Kent  Count)%  or  some  other  proper 
authority,  shall,  by  an  explicit  act,  appropriate  to  their  use  the 
cha miners  in  the  said  Court  House,  agreeable  to  the  intenticm  of 
the  Legislature  heretofore  expressed. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Councili  fa 
their  consideration  and  concurrence. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  Crko/Assrm^fy. 

Mr.  Maxwell^  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pfe- 
sented  the  following  message  from  his  Excellency,  the  Preside 
together  with  the  inclosures  therein  mentioned^  which  wai% 
order,  read,  viz: 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly: 

A  majority  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  this  State  ha%'iQ# 
represented  to  me  that  a  meeting  of  the  Legislature  would  he  of 
great  public  utility,  and  requested    that  the  General  Assembly 
should  be  convened  on  the  first  day  of  the  present  month,  I  did,  ^ 
therefore,  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  April  last,  issue  writs  of  stsc 
mons  for  that  purpose,  which  I  have  directed  to  be  laid  befof 
•  you. 

A  letter,  dated  the  23d  ulto, ,  has  just  been  communicated  to 
me  'from  Thomas  McKean  and  Edmund  Physick,  Esquires^ 
attorneys  of  the  late  proprietaries,  relative  to  the  vacant  and 
unappropriated  lands  in  this  State,  the  quit  rents,  alienatioQ 
fines,  and  monies  in  arrear,  which  is  claimed  by  them  on  behalf 
of  the  said  late  proprietaries.  They  have  deemed  it  expedseot 
to  make  this  communication  to  me,  and  I  have  directed  the 
Secretary  to  lay  the  same  before  your  Honors  for  yotir  cDiiasd* 
eration. 

The  Secretary  will  also  deliver  a  resignation  of  Jacob  Bi 
Esquire,  dated  the  i6th  ulto.,  of  his  commission  as  a  Justice 
the  Peace  for  the  County  of  New  Castle;  and  also  the  resigtutioo 
of  John  CIa>^on,  Esquire,  dated  the  17th  ulto.,  of  hia 
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sion  of  third  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans' 
Court  for  the  County  of  Kent. 

I  have  also  directed  to  be  laid  before  you  a  letter  of  the  31st 
of  January  last,  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Georgia, 
enclosing  a  concurrent  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
that  State,  instructing  their  Senators  to  move  that  the  doors  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  be  kept  open,  whilst  sitting  in 
their  legislative  capacity. 

The  act  of  Assembly  entitled  **An  act  to  render  parts  of  divers 
acts  of  Assembly,  and  certain  law  proceedings,  more  conformable 
to  the  present  Constitution,"  operates,  in  many  instances,  very 
injuriously  by  restricting  the  several  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions 
in  issuing  recommendations  for  the  keeping  of  houses  of  public 
entertainment  to  the  session  annually  held  in  the  month  01  Feb- 
ruary, whereas,  in  a  great  variety  of  cases,  the  performance  of 
that  duty  can  be  exercised  at  a  subsequent  session,  if  requisite, 
more  beneficially,  both  to  the  public  and  the  parties  interested. 
The  inconvenience  complained  of  mi^ht  be  remedied  with  great 
facility,  and  I  therefore  recommend  it  to  the  attention  of  your 
honors.  J.  CLAYTON. 

Dover,  May  2d,  1792. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  May  5th,  1792,  A.  M. 

Council  assembled.     Present  as  yesterday. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  yes- 
terday, respecting  the  adjournment  to  this  place,  was  read  and 
non-concurred  in. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Tilton  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
deliver  the  following  verbal  message,  together  with  the  following 
resolution,  for  their  concurrence: 
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Verbal  Message  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 
Gentlemen  : 

The  Council,  having  taken  into  consideration  the  resoluttao  of 

your  honorable  body,  of  yesterday,  respecting  the  cause  of  ad* 
journment  of  the  present  session  from  Dover  to  this  place,  have 
thought  proper  to  return  the  same  to  your  honorable  body, 
together  with  a  resolution  unanimousiy  iigreed  to  by  Council 
purporting  the  same,  but  more  explanatory,  and  flatter  them* 
selves  that  it  will  meet  with  your  unanimous  approbation. 

Whereas  the  Legislature,  at  their  present  meeting,  were 
prevented  sitting  in  the  Court  House»  in  Dover*  by  the  Court 
House  Commissioners  refusing  the  use  of  the  chambers  fonnerly 
occupied  by  them;  on  which  refusal  the  Legislative  Council  pro- 
cured a  room  for  their  accommodation*  and  the  House  of  Assem* 
bly  having  taken  possession  of  the  room  in  the  Court  House  for- 
merly occupied  by  them,  and  during  the  time  of  their  siitinj^  fohn 
Clayton,  who  declared  he  spoke  the  sentiments  of  the  : 

Kent  County,  did,  as  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  c«  ,  g 
the  Court  House*  in  Dover,  request  to  be  heard  before  the  House 
of  Assembly,  and  upon  being  admitted  denied  the  House  of 
Assembly  the  use  of  the  chambers  aforesaid  for  holding  their 
sessions,  demanding  them  to  be  delivered  up  for  the  use  of  work- 
men employed  about  the  building,  in  consequence  of  which,  asd 
for  the  want  of  proper  rooms  for  sitting  in,  both  Houses  have 
adjourned  to  Duck  Creek  Cross-Roads;  therefore 

Resolved  unanimousiy.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Genefil 
Assembly,  the  Legislature  of  this  State  ought  not  to  be  subje^ 
to  the  caprice  of  any  individual  in  the  State,  and  that  it  will  not 
be  proper  for  them  to  hold  their  sessions  in  the  Town  of  00%^^. 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  of  this  State,  and 
it  is  hereby  recommended  to  said  Convention,  to  fix  the  pbce  of 
meeting  of  the  Legislature,  under  the  new  Constitution,  at  Diidc 
Creek  Cross-Roads,  unless  the  Levy  Court  of  Kent  County,  or 
some  other  proper  authority,  shall,  by  an  explicit  act,  apprnprialc 
to  the  use  of  the  Legislature  the  chambers  and  ofr  c  said 

Court  House,  agreeable  to  the  intention  of  the  Le^  here* 

tofore  expressed,  and  furnish  the  Convention  with  said  proceed- 
ings. 

Mn  Tilton  reported  that  he  had  delivered  the  message  and 
resolution  agreeable  to  order. 
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Mr.  Truitt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  presented 
a  bill  entitled  **A  supplement  to  the  act  for  expediting  the  col- 
lection of  the  arrearage  taxes,"  passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  sent  for  concurrence,  which  was,  on  motion,  read. 

Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
presented  sundry  petitions,  signed  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  New  Castle  County,  praying  an  act  to  incorporate  a  company 
for  the  purpose  of  cutting  and  making  a  canal  and  lock  navigation 
from  the  headwaters  of  the  Brandywine  Creek  down  along  the 
same  into  the  Borough  of  Wilmington,  together  with  the  follow- 
ing resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Friday,  P.  M.,  May  4th,  1792. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  General  Assembly  that  a 
canal  and  lock  navigation  on  the  waters  of  Brandywine  River, 
extending  from  Chester  County,  in  Pennsylvania,  through  part 
of  New  Castle  County  to  the  Borough  of  Wilmington,  is  prac- 
ticable, and,  if  executed,  would  be  attended  with  great  advantage 
to  the  agricultural  and  commercial  interests  of  both  States,  this 
General  Assembly,  willing  to  encourage  designs  of  such  public 
utility,  do 

Resolve^  That be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  this  State  to  view  the  grounds  througfh 
which  the  said  canal  is  intended  to  pass,  and,  in  conjunction  with 
others  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  to  note  down  the  elevations 
and  distances  by  plot  and  survey,  and  to  make  an  estimate  of 
the  probable  expense,  and  report  their  proceedings  to  the  next 
General  Assembly,  to  whom  it  is  recommended  to  make  an 
adequate  allowance  to  the  said  commissioners  for  their  time, 
trouole,  and  expense  in  the  performance  of  the  said  duty. 

Names  of  the  commissioners  proposed:  William  McKennan, 
Esquire,  Mr.  James  Morris,  Mr.  John  Tennant,  Mr.  Charles  Pope, 
and  Daniel  Rodgers,  Esquire. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  Assembly, 

On  motion,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  read  and  non-concur- 
red in. 


Mr.  Robinson,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  Mt 
returned  the  bill  entitled  **An  act  continuing  in  force  aji  act 
the  amending  and  continuing  the  provisions  made  in  the  act 
entitled  'An  act  for  auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of  tfatf 
State,  and  for  the  more  effectual  settlement  of  the  same,  * '  wilh  an 
amendment  proposed  thereto  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  wbidi 
was,  on  motion,  read  and  concurred  in. 

Ordered  that  the  said  bill  be  now  engrossed. 

On  motion,  by  special  order, 

The  bill  entitled  **A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  fofi 
expediting  the  collection  of  the  arrearage  taxes,  and  other 
poses,'  "   was  read  a  second   time  by    paragraphs   and 
Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cooper  return  the  said  bill  to  the  House 

of  Assembly;  which  he  did  accordingly. 

Mr.  Tilton  laid  on  the  table  the  following  resolution,  %^ix: 

Whereas  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Castle  have, 
their  petition  to  this  General  Assembly,  set  forth  thai  a  canal 
lock  navigation  on  the  waters  of  Brandywide  River,  extendi  _ 
from  Chester  County,  in  Pennsylvania,  thro*  part  of  New  Castle 
County  to  the  Borough  of  Wilmington,  is  practicable,  and,  if 
executed,  would  be  attended  with  great  advantages  to  th€  ;^n- 
cultural  and  commercial  interests  of  both  States,  this  G^nend 
Assembly,  willing  to  encourage  designs  of  such  public  titilit^t 


Resolve,  That 


be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  com 


missioners  on  the  part  of  this  State,  they,  or  any  three  of  them, 
to  view  the  ground  thro*  which  the  said  canal  is  intended  to 
and,  in  conjunction  with  others  on  the  part  of  PennsylvanKL, 
note  down  the  elevation  and  distances  by  plot  and  5urv*cy,  and  to 
make  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expense,  and  report  their 
ceedings  to  the  next  General  Assembly,  provided  that  the 
tioners  make  compensation  to  the  said  commissioners  for 
time,  trouble,  and  expense  in  the  performance  of  the  said  dut>' 

Names  of  the  commissioners  proposed:  Jacob  Broom^ 
Shallcross,   Eleazar  McComb,  William  McKennan,  and 
H  ol  li  ngs worth »  Esquires, 

On  motion,  said  resolution  was  read  and  agreed  to 
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Orderedy  That  Mr.  Tilton  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly  and 
deliver  said  resolution,  for  their  concurrence;  which  he  did  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  Presi- 
dent, delivered  the  following  communication  from  his  Excellency, 
which  was,  by  order,  read: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council: 

Your  committee  have  communicated  to  me  a  message  from 
your  honorable  House,  desiring  to  know  my  reasons  for  not 
commissioning  the  person  chosen  the  last  sittmg  of  the  General 
Assembly,  as  fourth  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
the  County  of  Sussex. 

By  the  12th  section  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State  it  is  de- 
clared that  the  President  anc^  the  General  Assembly  shall,  by 
joint  ballot,  appoint  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the 
Judge  of  Admiralty,  and  the  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  Common 
rleas  and  Orphans'  Courts.  And,  in  the  seventh  section  of  the 
said  Constitution,  it  is  declared  that,  on  the  death,  inability,  or 
absence  of  the  President  from  the  State,  the  Speaker  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  Vice-President, 
&c.  It  is  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  President  and  General  As- 
sembly only  that  a  constitutional  appointment  of  a  Justice  of  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  (Jounty  of  Sussex,  aforesaid, 
could,  at  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  have  been 
made,  as  no  inability  on  my  part,  nor  absence  from  the  State, 
could  have  authorized  the  exercise  of  the  powers  of  the  Presi- 
dent by  any  other  person,  agreeable  to  the  provision  contained 
in  the  seventh  section  of  the  Constitution. 

The  President  of  the  State,  where  neither  inabilily  nor  absence 
from  the  State  takes  place,  is  a  constituent  part  of  the  body 
constitutionally  vested  with  those  appointments,  and  not  being 
required  by  the  Constitution  or  any  law  of  this  State  to  be  con- 
stantly attendant  on  the  General  Assembly,  ought,  I  conceive,  to 
have  received  a  notification  to  attend  for  the  purpose  of  proceed- 
ing to  such  appointments,  and  in  this  opinion  I  was  warranted  by 
the  invariable  practice  of  the  Legislature  on  every  similar  occasion 
which  has  occurred  since  the  Revolution. 

In  the  present  instance  of  an  election  of  a  person  as  fourth 
160 
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Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County  of  Si 
although  1  had  been  for  many  days  at  the  place  where  the  se 

of  the  Legislature  was  held,  and  during  the  whole  session  

witliin  the  State,  and  exercising  the  office  of  President,  I  iie^*er 
received  any  notification  or  information  whatever  of  the  totendoD 
of  the  General  Assembly  to  proceed  to  the  said  election ;  and  as 
the  said  election  w*as  made  without  my  knowledge  or  being 
present  thereat,  I  cannot  but  deem  it  unconstitutional.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  consider  myself  bound,  by  the  dtity  1  awe 
to  the  public  in  the  character  of  President,  and  by  the  solaim 
obligation  of  my  oath,  to  refuse  to  commissionate  the  pefsoo 
thus  unconstitutionally  elected  fourth  Justice  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  for  the  County  of  Sussex. 

J.  CLAYTON. 
Duck  Creek  Cross- Roads,  May  4th,  1792. 


On  motion, 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Shankland  wait  on  the  Hoiise  of  A; 
and  deliver  the  following  verbal  message,  which  he  did 

ingly,  viz: 

Gentlemen  : 

The  Council  propose  to  the  honorable  House  of  Assembly 
meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  af 
12  o'clock,  in  order  to  put  in  nomination  persons  out  of  whom 
shall  be  chosen  a  Justice  to  supply  the  vacancy  in  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  m  the  County  of  Sussex,  occasioned  by  tJie 
death  of  Peter  Fretwell  Wright.  Elsquire  ;  also  to  put  in  nom- 
ination  persons  out  of  Avhom  shall  be  chosen  a  Justice  to  svpplf 
the  vaaincy  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  County  of 
Kent,  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  John  Clayton,  Esquire* 


.SSdfliOHPH 

aocora^ 

J 
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Mr.  Maxwell,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted 
turned  the  foregoing  message,  and  the  resolution  respeetxfl^ 
adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly  to  Duck  Creek  Oost' 
Roads,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  their  reso- 
lution respecting  said  adjournment,  which  was  non-concurred  tn 
by  Council,  adhered  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly, 

Mr.   Maxwell  also  presented  the  following  resolutkit^ 
was,  by  order,  read,  viz: 


THE  DELAWARE  STATE,   I  792.  I  275 

In  THE  House  of  Assembly,  May  5th,  1792,  A.  M. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  intention  of  this  House  to  conclude 
the  present  session  this  afternoon  at  one  o'clock,  and  that  a  copy 
of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  information. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

JAS.  BOOTH,  Crko/Assemdfy. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  of  Council  respecting  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  General  Assembly  to  Duck  Creek  Cross- Roads, 
disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  adhered  to,  as 
amended,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly  respect- 
ing said  adjournment,  rejected  by  Council  and  adhered  to  by  that 
House,  was,  on  motion,  still  rejected  by  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cooper  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  return  the  last  mentioned  resolutions;  which  he  did  accord- 
ingly. 

Adjourned  for  one  hour. 


Saturday,  5th  May,  1792,  P.  M. 
Council  assembled. 

Mr.  Many,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  returned 
the  resolution  of  Council  respecting  the  canal  and  lock  naviga- 
tion, concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  the  blank  was 
filled  up  with  the  names  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the 
General  Assembly. 

Mr.  Barratt,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and  pre- 
sented the  following  resolution,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  May  5th,  1792. 

Whereas  a  vacancy  hath  happened  in  the  representation  of 
the  County  of  Kent,  in  the  Convention,  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  James  Sykes,  Esq. ,  and  it  is  expedient  that  the  same  be  sup- 
plied by  a  new  election;  therefore 
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Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  people  of  the  said 
County  of  Kent  to  hold  an  election,  at  the  Town  of  Dover,  on 
Saturday,  the  nineteenth  day  of  May,  instant,  for  the  choice  of 
a  suitable  person  to  supply  tne  aforesaid  vacancy  in  the  Conven- 
tion, and  that  the  said  «lection  be  conducted,  carried  on,  and 
completed  agreeable  to  the  directions  prescribed  by  the  General 
Assembly  in  the  third  of  their  resolutions  of  the  eighth  day  of 
September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  for 
electing  deputies  to  compose  a  convention. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  be  furnished  to 
the  Sheriff  of  the  said  County  of  Kent,  who  is  hereby  directed 
to  give  due  notice  thereof,  agreeable  to  the  fourth  resolution  of 
the  General  Assembly  aforesaid. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly, 

On  motion,  the  above  resolution  was  read,  considered  and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alexander  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  return  the  said  resolution;  which  he  did  accordingly. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  do  now  sign  the  engrossed  bill 
entitled  "An  act  continuing  in  force  an  act  for  the  amending  and 
continuing  the  provisions  made  in  the  act  entitled  'An  act  for 
the  auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this  State,  and  for  the 
more  effectual  settlement  of  the  same;'  '*  which  he  did  accord- 
ingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cooper  wait  on  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  deliver  them  the  said  engrossed  bill,  to  be  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  that  House;  which  he  did  accordingly. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  an  order  be  now  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer, 
and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  Council,  in  favor  of  James  BooA. 
Esquire,  for  the  sum  of  ten  shillings  and  four  pence,  for  summon- 
ing and  sending  an  express  to  one  of  the  members  of  Council. 

Whereupon  an  order  was  drawn  and  signed  accordingly. 
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Mr.  McKennan,  a  member  of  Assembly,  was  admitted  and 
returned  the  resolution  of  Council  respecting  the  adjournment  of 
the  General  Assembly  to  Duck  Creek  Cross- Roads,  concurred  in 
by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  their  adherence  to  the  resolution 
of  that  House  on  said  adjournment  receded  from. 

Mr.  McKennan  also  presented  the  following  resolution,  to- 
gether with  the  bills  therein  mentioned,  signed  by  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  viz: 

In  the  House  of  Assembly,  May  5th,  1792,  P.  M. 

Resolved^  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief  affix  the 
Great  Seal  of  this  State  to  the  following  acts: 

1.  '*A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  expediting 
the  collection  of  arrearage  taxes,  and  other  purposes;'  " 

2.  '  'An  act  continuing  in  force  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  for  the 
amending  and  continuing  the  provisions  made  in  the  act  enti- 
ded  'An  act  for  auditing  and  arranging  the  accounts  of  this 
State,  and  for  the  more  effectual  settlement  of  the  same.'  ** 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  JAS.  BOOTH, 

Sent  for  concurrence.  CVk  of  Assembly, 

On  motion, 

Ordered  That  the  Speaker  of  Council  do  now  sign  the  first 
mentioned  act  in  the  above  resolution. 

Whereupon  the  Speaker  signed  the  said  bill  accordingly. 

On  motion,  the  above  resolution,  for  affixing  the  Great  Seal, 
was  read,  considered  and  agreed  to, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  do  now  return  said  resolution;  which 

he  did  accordingly. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  an  order  be  now  drawn  on  the  State  Treasurer, 
and  signed  by  the  Speaker,  in  favor  of  John  White,  of  Wilming- 
ton, for  the  sum  of  ^\^  pounds  five  shillings,  for  making  a  pair 
of  Venetian  blinds  for  forty-light  window,  agreeable  to  the  direc- 
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tion  of  John  Gordon,  deceased,  for  the  chamber  in  the  Court 
House  at  Dover. 

Whereupon  an  order  was  drawn  and  signed  accordingly. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  Council  furnish  the  presiding 
member  of  the  Convention  of  this  State  with  a  copy  of  the  reso- 
lution of  the  General  Assembly  respecting  their  reason  for  ad- 
journing the  present  session  to  Duck  Creek  Cross-Roads,  at  or 
before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Convention,  in  order  that  the  same 
may  be  laid  before  the  Convention. 

Council  made  the  following  allowances: 

To  the  Honorable  George  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Speaker, 

for  6  days'  attendance  and  mileage, £   S    40 

To  Nehemian  Tilton,  Esq.,  for  7  days*  attendance  and 

mileage, 6  14    o 

To  Archibald  Alexander,  Esq. ,  for  5  days*  attend- 
ance and  mileage, 5     50 

To  James  Raymond^  Esq. ,  for  4  days*  attendance  and 

mileage  (not  charged  or  order  drawn),    ....        000 

To  Rhoa£  Shankland,  Esq.,  for  6  days*  attendance 

and  mileage, 630 

To  Isaac  Cooper,  Esq.,  for  6  days*  attendance  and 

mileage, 680 

To  Charles  Nixon,  for  5  days*  attendance  as  Secre- 
tary, engrossing,  paper,  &c. , 511     2 

To  Thomas  Wild,  for  5  days'  attendance  as  Door- 
keeper and  bell-ringer, 289 

To  James  Battel!,  for  the  use  of  the  chamber  in  Dover,         i    10    o 

£a^    3  n 
Council  adjourned  to  20th  October  next.* 


I 


*  There  is  no  record  of  a  meeting  of  the  Council  on  the  day  to  which  it  stix«! 
adjourned,  a  new  Constitution  having  been  adopted,  in  Convention,  on  the  ifth 
day  of  June.  The  manuscript  next  in  order  is  the  minutes  of  a  special  session  ot 
the  Senate,  the  General  Assembly  having  been  convened  Novetnl>cr  1,  1 792, 
to  choose  Electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States.  Thii 
session  was  held  in  Dover. 
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tion  of  John  Gordon,  deceased,  for  the  chamber  in  the  Court 
House  at  Dover. 

Whereupon  an  order  was  drawn  and  signed  accordingly. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  Council  furnish  the  presiding 
member  of  the  Convention  of  this  State  with  a  copy  of  the  reso- 
lution of  the  General  Assembly  respecting  their  reason  for  ad- 
journing the  present  session  to  Duck  Creek  Cross- Roads,  at  or 
before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Convention,  in  order  that  the  same 
may  be  laid  before  the  Convention. 

Council  made  the  following  allowances: 

To  the  Honorable  George  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Speaker, 

for  6  days'  attendance  and  mileage, £^    %    40 

To  Nehemian  Tilton,  Esq. ,  for  7  days*  attendance  and 

mileage, 6  14    o 

To  Archibald  Alexander,  Esq.,  for  5  days*  attend- 
ance and  mileage, 550 

To  James  Raymond^  Esq. ,  for  4  days*  attendance  and 

mileage  (not  charged  or  order  drawn),     ....        000 

To  Rhoads  Shankland,  Esq.,  for  6  days*  attendance 

and  mileage, 630 

To  Isaac  Cooper,  Esq.,  for  6  days*  attendance  and 

mileage, 680 

To  Charles  Nixon,  for  5  days*  attendance  as  Secre- 
tary, engrossing,  paper,  &c., 511     2 

To  Thomas  Wild,  for  5  days'  attendance  as  Door- 
keeper and  bell-ringer, 289 

To  James  Battell,  for  the  use  of  the  chamber  in  Dover,         i   10    o 

L^'^   3  " 

Council  adjourned  to  20th  October  next.* 


I 


*  There  is  no  record  of  a  meetinj^  of  the  Council  on  the  day  to  which  it  ^^xi 
adjourned,  a  new  Constitution  having  been  adopted,  in  Convention,  on  the  rfth 
day  of  June.  The  manuscript  next  in  order  is  the  minutes  of  a  special  session  of 
the  Senate,  the  General  Assembly  having  been  convened  November  1,  l/Qi. 
to  choose  Electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States.  Tbu 
session  was  held  in  Dover. 
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